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Cewmb siet Hazan bopuc 6pocun Beponuky ¢ pebeHkoM Ha pykax. Bee 3Tu rozel oT Hero He ObIIO BECTei, HO Teneph OH
moru® M OCTAaBWJI 3aBElAHKWE, B KOTOPOM YHMOMsHY1 BepoHuky ¢ ceiHOM. UTO ke OH e ocraBmi? JleHbru, OusHec, a,
MOXeT, Kydy npobnem? Beponuka ener B poaHoit nom bopuca, yToObl 3T0 BRIICHUTH. HO 4TO ee Tam KAET... a BAPYI
T000BB?

['nmasa 1

Ha kyxoHHOM cTOJie JeXkano MUChMO. benblii mpsIMOYroJbHHUK IIOTHOM OyMard OTYETJIMBO BBIACISIICS Ha (oHe
rosryooit ckarepTu. Ubs-TO pyka pa3MalmcTo BbiBesa B cTpoke «Komy» ee nms. BepoHuka B COTBIN pa3 moapsij nepeunTana
ero. Hukakoit ommOku. K Tomy ke aapec BepHbIdi. BoT Ha3BaHme ee yIHIIbI, HOMEpP KBapTHUPHI, TJI€ OHA TPOKHUBACT
nocueanue aecats net. Oxana 6ena: UM 1 (paMUITUsS OTIPABUTENS HU O YeM €if He TOBOPST.

— Kro Tako#t aTtoT Buktop AnatonbeBnu? — crpocuiia Mpka u TyT e Mpeanoyiokusia: — OBIBIIMKA JTIFOOOBHUK?

— Her, 51 Ob1 3amoMHmMIIa. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, HE TaK Y’K MHOTO UX OBLTO, — C 3aTaCHHOMW MEYalIbl0 MPU3HAIACH OHA.

CBoux yxaxepoB BepoHunka Moria cocUuTarh Mpu MOMOIM ofHOHM pyku. Eme O 1 cBOOOMHBIE MabIIBl OCTaIuCh. He
TO YTOOBI OHA 3aBU10BaJIa OAPBIIIHAM, MOJIB3YIOMIMMCS YCIIEXOM Y MY>KYHMH, TPOCTO ycTajla OT oguHodecTBa. OHa MeuTasa o
CTaOUILHOCTH. B OTHOIIEHMSIX C MPOTHUBOMOJIOXKHBIM TOJIOM B ToM uucie. Ho eil kak Hasno momajnainch Bce OOJbIIE
BETPEHBIE U HEMIOCTOSIHHBIE.

3a OKHOM KyXHH, I[NI€ CHJACIH MOJIOJbIE >KEHUMHBI, CIYCTHJINCh CYMEPKH. EJIMHCTBEHHBI HCTOYHUK CBETA —
HACTOJIbHAS JlamMIa — ObUI HAmpaBjeH Ha KOHBEPT, OCBEIAs €ro Kak MmapTru3aHa Ha jgompoce. He MeHblne waca oHHU
TUIIHOTU3UPOBAJIIU €70, HO SICHOCTH 3TO HE IPUHECIIO.

— Bot yx He nymana, yTo B Haml BeK VHTepHeTa M COTOBOH CBA3M KTO-TO elle mocbutaeT nucbMa. Kyma mporue
OTNPaBUTh cMC, — MpKa penmTenbHO OTOABHHYIA OT ceOs Yallky C OCTHIBIIMM YaeM U MOTSIHYJIach 3a KOHBEPTOM. —
[aBaii mpoyTeM, 4TO JIu.

— Ilonoxnu, — BepoHuka OTTOJNIKHYIA PYKY MOAPYTH U 0TOOpaia MUCbMO.

Eii coBceM He XOTENoCh paclieyarbiBaTh 310CHaCTHBIA KOHBEPT. C TOro MOMEHTa KaK OHa J0CTaja €ro U3 IOo4TOBOIO
AlMKa, ee He Mokuaana TpeBora. CIOBHO CTOUT OTKPBITh KOHBEPT, U 3710 BBIpBETCS Ha cBoOoMy. 1 oHa TsHYyna, OTKIIaabpIBast
HEU30eKHOe.

OHa oTYeT/IMBO MOMHMJIA, KaK ero ooHapyxuia. Kak moBepHysics B 3aMKe MaJIeHbKUH KIIOUMK, U CKPUIIHYNIA JBEpIia
MoYTOBOrO simka. OHa Aymarna HalWTH BHYTPU MPUBBIYHBIE CUETA, U MBICIICHHO MPUKHU/IbIBAIA, KaK BEIKPOUTH JEHBIH HA UX
oruiary. [Iokynky HOBBIX OOTHHOK Uit MuTH npuaercs oTia0xkuTh. CTapble eMy BOPUTHIK, HO YTO MOnenarb. A TYT BAPYT
OHO — muchbMoO. VI KOHBepT ouIMaNbHbIHA, ¢ nedarbio. Cpa3y HacTpauBaeT Ha CEpbe3HbId Naa. [7maBHOe — HE OT KOro ei
nucbMa nosydaTts. Het y Hee HUKOro kpome cbiHa Mutw.

— He nypu, — BepHyna Ha 3emuto Mpuna — mmaBOyx ¢upmsbl, rae padorana BepoHuka, U MO0 COBMECTHTEILCTBY
mydias monpyra. — EnBa i KTo-To mpucian Tede CHOMPCKYIO sI3BY B MUChME FUIH CIipsiTai TaM 0oMOy. Thl ke He TalHbII
areHT Ilentarona. Wnu s yero-to o Tede He 3HaI0?

— Bce 11 3HacIB, — B310XHYNIA Beponnka. Ee pasmepenHoe cymecTBoBaHue ObUTO HEOOTaro Ha TaWHBI POIHMIIACK,
BBIPOCJIAa, OKOHYHJIA HUHCTUTYT, paboTaeT OyXraaTepoM, BOCIUTHIBACT ChiHA. BCsl )KM3HB OKpallieHa B MBIILIMHBIE TOHA. Toro
Y [JISIM 3a0U LA,

— Haii crona! — He BbIZiepkaB, norpedosana Mpka.

Ee 3BoHKMII TONIOC TIpoKaTwics Mo KBapTupe. M3-3a cTeHBI MocibIIagack BO3HS W COHHOe Oopmortanue. [lompyru
3aMepIin, Hampsras Ciyx.

— Ilpocnynca? — ogauMu rydamu crpocuia Mpka.

BepoHnKa HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/]I BCIIYLIMBajIach B IIyMbl U3 COCETHEN KOMHATBI, IPEXK/IE YEM OTBETHUTH!

— Bpone Her.

— T'onn nuceMo, — menoroM npukasana Mpka. BeIxBaTuB U3 pyk y 3a3eBaBLICHCS XO3IWKHU KOHBEPT, OHA CIpsTaIa
ero 3a cnuHy. — Eciu He Xo4ellb OTKpPBIBaTh, BBIOPOCHM €T0 U JIEJ0 C KOHI[OM.

Beponuka 3amymanack. BeIOpocuTh Impolie Bcero, HO IpeaareibCcKas MBICIHIIKA «a BAPYT TaM YTO-TO BAXKHOE» HE
JlaBajia PeIMThCS Ha ATOT 1Iar.

— Hy, pa3 He Xo4eub BHIOpachIBaTh, TOTAa BCKpbIBaeM, — cenaia Vpa BbIBOI M3 €€ MOJYaHUS U OIHUM JIOBKHM
JIBUKEHHEM HaJI0pBajia KOHBEPT.

Beponuka axayna. Uto Ob1 HU TanI0 COEPKUMOE KOHBEPTA, OHA TOJIBKO YTO BITYCTHJIA 3TO B CBOIO KU3Hb.

— UYro Tam? — AposkalmM rojJocoM IOMHTEPECOBAIACHh OHA Y MMOAPYIH, HO Ta HE Topomnuiack ¢ oTeeToM. He pearupys
Ha BOINPOCHL, OHa Ipolerajga CTpoku nuchma B3WILIOM. [lapy pa3 Mpa XMmblkHYNma, OIMH MPUCBUCTHYIA U, JOYUTAB,
nornsaaena Ha BepoHuKy U3-1moj NpUIOAHATHIX OpOBEH, CIIOBHO OLIEHUBAs €€, OJHOBPEMEHHO YTO-TO MPUKU/IBIBAS B yME.



— Kak, roBopwuib, 3BajM manky TBoero mamaHa? — Mpka MOTAHyJIach 3a YallHUKOM W TOTHIIA ce0e B YallKy
KunsAToK. [InchbMO OHA MOJI0XKUIa MOONIMKe K cee Tak, 9ToObl BepoHuka /10 Hero He J00panach.

Onenms OT CTOJIb HEOKHUIAHHOTO BOMpoca, BepoHuka cnpocuna:

— Te0e 310 3auem?

— He xouy Te6s1 oropuaTh, HO OH, KaQ)XXETCsl, TOMEP.

Tonpko mocie 3Tux cioB Mpka, HakoHel, OTAajga nmucbMo. Beponuka xagHo ero mpountana. MHdopmanuu Obu10
MUHUMYM. OQUIIHaTBHBIM TOHOM B TUCBME c000Ian0ch, uto bopuc Jleononpnouy CeBepuH CKOHYAJCS Hemelto Hazal. E
CBSI3U C €r0 CMEpThI0 BEepoHHKY IpHUIIaIiany B HOTapualbHYI0 KOHTOPY (aapec mpuiaraics) st Oecesl.

OHa mokpyTuia Juct. Yoeauaach, 4YTo ¢ APYyro cTOpoHsl HUYero HeT. CpaBHMIIA TIeUaTh HA KOHBEPTE U B NMIUCHME —
coBnazgaet. [lontoxana 6ymary. [Taximo onunkamu. Ho HH4YEro u3 3Toro He MOMOIJIO MOHSTh, 32YEM €€ BBI3bIBAIOT.

— O uem Ham OecenoBaTh? — HeJoymMeBaia Beponuka.

Bbopuca ona He Buzena naHo. C Tex mop, kak poauscs Muts. OTHOIIEHUN OHU HE TOAACPKHUBAIIU, U O CyAbOe CBOETOo
oObBILIeTO BepoHnka HUYero He 3Haja.

— Jlro0ombITHO, 0TYero oH ymep? — Mpka sipocTHO pa3MenBala caxap, cTy4a JOXKKOU 0 Kpas yalnku. B Takt ynapam
MO3BAKMBAIN MHOTOYHMCIICHHBIE OpaciieThl Ha 3amsacThsiX. — MoJo/10ii BelIb elle.

— Tpuauats nate jet, — BepoHnka aBTOMaTH4YECKHU NOICYUTAIIA, CKOJIBKO BOopHCy HCTIOIHUIOCH B 3TOM TOJy.

— Moxer, ero younu? — mia3a Mpku HenoOpo oecHynn. OHa 060xkana AeTEKTHBHBIC HCTOPHUH, YATANIA X 3aII0EM, a
OTOMY JIF0O0OH HaMeK Ha MPECTYIUIEHHEe BOCIPUHUMAJIA KaK BO3MOXKHOCTbh HHTEPECHOTO MPHUKITIOUEHUSI.

— Hapnerock, 4To HET, — B OTJIMYME OT NOAPYru BepoHunka nmpeanounTana qepxKaThCsl NOAAIBIIE OT aBAaHTIOP.

— A mnono3peBator Te0s, — HO HMpa yxe He ciymana. Ee ¢antasus ramomom Hecnach Boepen. — TeOs OymyT
nonpammBaTh. Hu B koeM cirydae He konuch. Ecnm uro, s obecriedy Tede annbu. Mbl ke Moapyr.

— Kakoe anmu6u? 5 cemsb net ¢ bopucom He Buaenach. 3a4eM MHE JIMIIATH €0 KU3HU?

— Marno nmu, — noxana miedamu Upka. — Bapyr on Muteky xoten otobpats? Thi Ob1 oT/HaNIA?

— Jla 51 661 ero youna!

— Bort Buauum, — Mpa camonoBosbHO YIbIOHYIACk, OyATO CleA0Barelb, KOTOPBIA BBIBEI HA YMUCTYIO BOAY OIMAcHOTO
IIPECTYITHUKA.

— Ho Huuero Takoro oH He mIaHupoBai. ['oBopro ke, bopuc H1U MHOI, HU CBIHOM HE HHTEPECOBAJICS.

— DT0 TOJIBKO TBOM clloBa. SI-T0 TeOe, KOHEYHO, BepIo, HO MoiHuIus apyroe neno. C Heil He 3a0amyenibest.

Beponuka criepsa ucmnyranace, HO IOTOM BCIIOMHUJIA: TUCBbMO OT HOTapuyca, a HE U3 MOJHULENCKOro ydyacTka. Ox yx
sta Upka, coBcem ee 3amyrana. OHa yka3ana oApyre Ha npomax.

— H-pga, — nmorpyctaena ta. — YeM y Hac HOTapuyChl 3aHUMAIOTCS?

— JloxymeHTHI 3aBepstoT. [loMHI0, 51 XonuiIa K oHOMY, KOTJla KBapTHpy noiydana. Eime ohopMiIsiioT J0BEpeHHOCTH,
3aBEIIAHUS TaM BCSKHE. ..

— Crom, — nepebuna ee Upka. — TbI 4T0O-TO CKa3aja npo 3aBenaHue?

— DTO0 HE Hall ciiy4ail, — oTMaxHylach BepoHuka. — bopuc kak npuinen Ko MHE ¢ OIHOW-€AMHCTBEHHON CYMKOM,
TaK U yIIen ¢ Hed. Y Hero Jaxke MpHJIMYHOTo KOcTIoMa He Obu10. YTO emy 3aBemars?

— A BOT 3aBTpa W y3HaeMm, — 3asBuia moapyra. — S 1ebs ¢ paboOThl MOpaHbIe OTMYINY, MOWACHL K HOTApUYCY.
Tonbpko MOTOM 00s13aTeNIbHO MHE TIO3BOHU M BCE B MOJAPOOHOCTSAX PACCKAKH.

% 3k sk

3epkajbHble ABepH JM(Ta TPAKTHUECKU 3aKPbUTUCH, HO B IOCIIEIHIOI CEKYHly B KaOMHY MpoTHCHYach Mpka, Ha X0y
HaMaThiBasi Ta30BbIi mIAphUK MOBEpX oOxepenbsd U3 sHTapa. Ha oOoux 3amsacteax Mpku MO3BIKHUBAIO OKOJO JIECATKA
Pa3HOLBETHBIX OpacieToB, Malblbl ObUTH YBEIIEHBI KOJbLIAMU. V31amu OHA MOXONWIM Ha €NKY, HapsHKCHHYIO JIIOIbMH C
a0COTIOTHO Pa3HBIMU BKYCaAMH.

— @yx, ene ycnena. Yto 310 y 1e651? — HMpa KuBHYNa Ha CTONKY Oymar, KoTopsle Beponnka npuxumana K ceoe.

— 3aaHue Ha J10M, — MPAYHO OTBEJIA OHA.

Hpka nmoHuMaroIe rmoxkayvasa rojoBoi. Mx oOnmii HayaibHUK CIaBUIICS YMEHHUEM YCIOXKHSTD KU3Hb COTPYIHHKAM.

— To1 ObuTa y HOTAapUyca? — mouHTEpecoBaach Mpa.

Beponuka kuBHyna. Pabounii 1eHs BeIIaics HanpspkeHHbIM. He ObU10 BpeMeHH 00CyIUTh CUTYAIUIO C IIUCHMOM.

— W uto o ckazan? — Mpka OykBajbHO BIUJIach B Hee B3MsAAoM. — Hy, He ToMH.

— Cka3aj1, 4To MHE HaJI0 B IOHEJEIBHUK CHE3AUTH B OTHO MECTO.

— 3auem?

— Tawm Oyzet ornaieHo 3asemanue bopuca.

— A cpasy oH Tebe ero orjiacuTh He MOT'? — BO3MYyTHJIach Mpka.

— Oto0 He 1o npasuiaMm. [Ipu oryameHun JOHKHBI IPUCYTCTBOBATh BCE HACIICTHUKH.

— Bcee 310 k10? S mymana, y Hero HUKOro He 0bu10. Vi OH JKEHUJICS M HAIJIOAWIT Kyqy MaJleHbKuX bopucuko?

— Bpsaa nu. Hotapuyc ynomsiHyi1 TOJIBKO MaMy, ¢ KOTOPOU OH JKHUJL.



— Kak 310 Mo, — no HpkuHOMY JHIly HETpyIHO ObUIO IOrajaThCsi, KaK OHAa HAa CaMOM JieJe OTHOCHUTCS K
MPOXKMBAHUIO B3POCIOTO MY)KUHMHBI C MAMON. — 3HAUYUT, y T€OS HE TaK Y>)K MHOTO KOHKYPEHTOB.

— Th1 0 yeM? — He noHs1a BepoHuka.

— O nacnenctse. O yem xe eme?

— He moeny s HM 3a kKakuM HacieACTBOM. Tem Oosee 3To mpuropon. Y MeHs Jied MOJHO, — OHa IMoxJonaia 1o
Oymaram. — [loHeieTbHUK HE 32 TOPAMH.

— V 1ebs oTryn, — MHTOM oTpearupoBaia HMpka.

— C uero Bapyr?

— C Toro 4ro s Tak ckazayna. YToObl B TOHEAETbHUK IyXy TBOETO Ha paboTe He ObLIO0. YBHIKY, BBITOHIO C TO30POM.

JIudpt ocraHoBUICS, ABEpU OTKpbUIMCH. [Ipexae uem BbliTH, Mpa BbIXBaTHIa M3 pyK pacTepsHHON Beponuky
JIOKYMEHTBI, 3a5BUB HA MPOLIAHUE:

— CaTHuM s cama paz0epych.

VY BepoHuku He ObUIO IIaHCA BO3Pa3UTh: TUPT IBUHYICA B MYTh K MUHYC MepBoMY 3Taxky. OHa BCTpeTHIJIach B30OPOM C
COOCTBEHHBIM OTPa)XCHHEM B 3€pKaJIbHBIX JIBEPAX M B3l0XHYNa. Buja y Hee Obut ycransiid. [locnennuit Mecar paborana Ha
n3Hoc. Ilon miazamu 3anemv Kpyr, KalTaHOBBIE BOJIOCHI MOTYCKHENN. BceMy BUHON BECEHHUN aBUTAaMHUHO3 M HEXBAaTKa
cHa. OHa nana cebe ca0BoO B Oumkaiiiee BpeMst 3aiiTH B anTeKy, KymuTh BuUTaMuHbL. Ho B iennom Beponuka Oblia TOBOJIBHE
CBOCH BHEMHOCTHIO. He cepas Mpblllka, HO M HEe CHOTCIIMOaTenbHas KpacaBuiia. Beero B mepy.

Beponuka monpasuiia o4k B TOHKOH ompase. Co 3peHHeM y Hee Bcerna Obuia O6ema. be3 oukoB U3 goma He BBIATH.
MuTs TOBOPUT: OHA B HUX [TOX0a HA UX KIIACCHYIO PYKOBOJUTEIBHHUILY. YUUIIKA, OMHUM CIIOBOM.

Omna BpIUIa U3 MU(TAa Ha TOA3EMHYIO apKoBKYy. HampaBuiace Kk MammHe — cTapeHbKOMYy «PeHo» KpacHOro 1Bera.
Hocranock xe eit Takoe cuacthe! HeT, aBToOM0OMIE X0opommii. HecMoTpst Ha Bo3pacT, OH €Iie €3/IUT, U 3TO caMo 1o cebe
gyyno. M npuoOpena oHa ero npaktudecku aapom. OnHa Oexa — nBer. Beponuka He mo0Ouia MpUBIEKaTh K cede JHIIHee
BHHMaHMHE, a KPACHBIM HE Ha30BEIIb HEOPOCKUM.

C paboThl OHa Moexana IPSIMUKOM 3a CHIHOM B IIKOXY. 3a0upas MHTIO ¢ IPOUIEHKH, OHA BBICIIYIIAJIA BO3ZMYIICHHYIO
yuuTenbHUIY. TpeTbe ono3ganue 3a Heaento! BepoHuka m3BHHSIACH, yBEpsUIa, YTO 3TO HE MOBTOPUTCS, XOTS B IIyOHMHE
JyIIM 3Haja: HU4ero He u3MeHUTCs. ChIHa COBEPILIEHHO HE C KeM OCTaBuTh. He oqHOMY ke eMy oMa cuzeTh. i1 3Toro o
CJIMIIKOM MaJl.

I[To nopore onu 3anwu B «backun Po60uHcy, moects MopokeHoro. MuTs 060xain BadenbHble poXKH. OHH MPUCENH 3¢
Y3KHH CTOJHMK JAPYTr HANPOTHUB Jipyra. BepoHuka ¢ yinbpIOKOM ciieaniia 3a TeM, KaK ChIH JKaJIHO MOeaeT MOpoKeHoe. TeMHbIe
KyIpH MallkdiKa pasMeranuch B Oecropsiake. CKOJIBKO OHa HHU CTapajach, HE MOIJIA CIPABUTHCS C HEMOCITYIIHBIMH
BosiocaMu. TOIbKO OHU M AOCTAINCh MUTBKE B HACIEACTBO OT IAIBL

— IlocMoTpH, THI BeCh UyMa3blii, — OHa B3suIa calipeTKy U BBITEpIa EMY IIEKH.

— B cpeny s BUzen CTpaHHOTO ASIIO.

— A modeMy roBOpHIIb 00 3TOM TOJIBKO ceifyac?

— S ckazan Jlapuce BukTtopoBHe, a oHa Benena ckasarh TeOe. Kynu eil B ciemyronmii pa3 KOpoOKy KoHpeT, —
MIEPEKIIIOYMIICS OH Ha IPYTYIO TEMY.

Beponunka Haxmypuiiachk, BCIOMHUHAs!, KTO Takas Jlapuca BuktopoBHa. MUTS MOSICHWII:

— OHa npoJIeHKY BEJIET.

CoBcem 3apabortasiach. [laxke WMs yYHTEIBHUIIBI 3alIOMHHTh HE B cocTosHuUH. [IpaB MwuThka: Hamo el KOH(DETH
noaaputhk. OHa MoTpemnasa chlHa IO rojIoBE. YMEH He 10 rojaMm.

— Ob6s3aTenpHO KyIUTIO, — moo0demmana Beponnka. — Pacckaxku nyure, 9to 3To 6611 32 a7 OH ¢ ToO0H TOBOpHIT?

— He-a, — Muts 06au3nyn aunkue nansisl. — [IpocTo cTosin u cmotpen. I'pyctHblii Takoit. XKanko ero.

— Tl €ro TOJILKO OAHU pa3 BUIAECT?

— Ara, 60TbIIe OH HE TPUXOIHIL.

— bynem HazesaTbces, 4ToO U HE IPUAET.

Jloma Beponuka 3aBapuia 3eleHbI Yail ¢ JoOaBKaMHU M3 JICTIECTKOB po3. Ycenach ¢ KPYKKOHM 3a CTON M JocTana
MMUCbMO HOTapuyca. 3a MOCJIEIHHE CYTKH OHa MepeunTaia ero pa3 asaauarb. llpm xemaHum oHa Momia nepeckasarb
COJIEP’)KUMOE IUCbMa Hau3yCTh.

Beponuka ocTOpOXKHO clOKHMJIa MTUCHMO 1O JIMHUM cruba. bopuc ymep. OHa 3Hana ero MOJOAbIM, MOJHBIM CHJI U
sHeprun. OH He ObLT HIeaTbHBIM CITYTHUKOM XH3HHU. bpocui ee ¢ pebeHKOM, Tak U He OOBSICHUB MPUUYUH, HO OHA HUKOT/IA
HE KeJana emy 37a.

HoBocTb 0 ero cMepTu ee paccTpousia, a U3BECTHE O 3aBELIAHUU — B3BOJIHOBaj0. Heyxenu bopuc BcmnoMHUI O ChIHE W
eI UCTIOTHUTD CBOM OTITOBCKHI 0T XOTs ObI Tak?

Mosxer, Hpa nipaBa 1 HaJ0 110eXaTh Ha ONVIALLCHUE 3ABCIIAHUA. ..
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3a okHOM aBTOMOOWJIA Menbkaiu AepeBbs. [lo Oompimeit wactu Oepes3bl. MHorga momamaauch COCHBL JJIMHHBIC
Yellyiyarble CTBOJIBI JIMIIb CBEpPXY IHPUKPBITBIE KyLEH 3eleHblo. J[opora Buiach, Kak JIOKOH KpacaBulbl. BepoHuka
cObpocuiia CKOPOCTh, TOCMOTpEIIa B 3€pKaJio 33IHETO BUJIA Ha CIISILIETo cbiHa. OHU paHO BCTANH, IYCTh JOCHINAET.

Yem panplle OHU OTBE3KAIU OT CTOJMUIBI, TEM MEHBIIE IOMANaloch BCTPEUHBIX MAIlMH, HO Tpacca HE BBINIAZEINA
3amylieHHOH. BepoHnka MopajabHO MOATOTOBMIIACH K KOJJOOMHAM M PHITBMHAM, @ BMECTO 3TOrO €Xajia MO TIIATEIbHO
3aachansTupoBaHHON Tpacce. Hu enuHol simpl. CIOBHO OHa JIEPXKUT MYTh HU B OOroM 3aOBITHI TOPOJOK HAa OKpauHE
obyacTu, a B MPECTHKHBIA KOTTEHKHBIN MTOCETIOK.

Cosepuiasg ouepeIHOM MOBOPOT, OHa moxyMana o bopuce. Horapuyc pacckazan, xkak oH ymep. Jlo cux mop He
YKJIaIbIBAJIOCH B TOJIOBE: OTEIl €€ peOeHKA MOKOHYHII C COOOH.

Onu mpoBenu BMecTe JiBa roja. Jto Obuia uygecHas nopa. Ho Bonpeku ee oxunanusam bopuc He obpanoBancs, Koraa
OoHa coolmmIa, uTo 6epemeHHa. bonee Toro oH HactanBaji Ha abopTe, HO BepoHnka Oblia HENMpeKJIOHHA.

Jluuis y3HaB, UTO OHA JKJET ChiHA, bopuc cuaics. B ero B3misige u jkecTax MOsSBUIIACH OE3BICXOHOCT. A HE3aJ0Jr0 J10
pokaeHus pedeHKa oH ucues u3 ee xu3nu. HeoxunanHo u HaBceraa. IIpocTo ofHax bl HE BEpHYJICS TOMOM.

ITpucnan cmc: «Ham myume paccrarscsay. JIydme s koro? OHa penmiia, OH UcCIyrajics OTBETCTBEHHOCTU. Eil nin He
3HaTh, Kak ATO ObIBaeT. Ee MaTh mocTymnuiaa TOYHO TakKe: OTKa3anach OT Hee B poagoMe. BepoHuka mokisuiach cede, 4To
HUKOTa He OpocuT cBoero pedenka. CoBo oHa cleprana U pacTiia MuTio osHa.

C Bopucom oHM HE pacHUCHIBAIMCH, HO OHA MPHUBBIKJIA CYUTATh €r0 €/Ba JIM HE CaMbIM OJU3KUM YEJIOBEKOM. 3a
uckioueHneM Vpku, ¢ KOTOpoi OHa TO3HAKOMMJIIACH MO3XKE, Y Hee 00JIbIlie HUKOTO HE ObUIO.

«ThI He xouenb MPUBSA3BIBATHCS K JIOASIM. bouibes, 4to Tebst cHOBa OpocAT», — OTHAXK/bI 3asBHIIA MOAPYra. YMOM
Beponuka noHuMana, 9To OHa IpaBa, HO HUYETO HE MOIJIa MOAeNarh ¢ 3TUM cTpaxoM. OH 3acel B HEll CIUIIKOM ITyOOKO.
WHoraa ka3anoch, 4YTO OHA U €CTh ATOT CTpaxX. Y OepH ero, U ee JINYHOCTh MOTEPSIET LIETOCTHOCTb.

Beponuka ckpsuia ot Upsl, kak ymep bopuc. IIpsirayn nox aiekTpuuky, cioBHO oH — AHHa KapenunHa.

Pacckazare momoOHOEe Kak MpOIOJIOCKaTh Ips3Hoe Oenbe y Bcex Ha Buiy. HewsmecTHo, uTo TonkHyno bopuca Ha
no100HBIH 1mar, Ho BepoHuka Obuta yoexaeHa: OH He XOTeJ, YTOObI 3TO 00CYXKIaJIu.

ITocne pasroBopa ¢ HoTapuycoM BepoHuka mporuiakaia MOJHOYH. 3a4eM OH 3To caenan? Yowu cebs. Jms aToro
HY)XHa cMeJocTh. Y bopuca ee Hukoraa He ObLIO.

He menbie Beponuky mopasmin HaMek HOTapuyca Ha 6oraroe HaciencTBo. KonTopa Obuta U3 SnuTHBIX. FOPHUCTHI Kak
Ha moadop — B Joporux kKocTiomax. Cekperapiia mpemioxuia kode. A MOTOM 3Ta HOBOCTH: bopuc Brmagen HemalbiM
COCTOSIHUEM.

B Te rompl, 4TO OHM IpPOBENM BMECTE, Y HETO HUYEro He Obuto. OHM XKMIIM B €€ KBapTHUpPE, Ha CKPOMHYIO 3apILiary
MeHeKepa. Beponnka nmoapabaTeiBaia 0oUIIMAHTKOM, MOKa ydriack B HHCTUTYTE. OTKy/a B3SIThCS AeHbraMm? 3apaboTai 3a
cemb sieT? Bepunocsk ¢ Tpynom. He nomumna ona B bopuice npeanpuHUMaTENbCKOMN KUIKH.

OrmacuTh 3aBelllaHUE JOJKHBI ObUTM MO MecTy mpomnucku bopuca. Kak BbISICHMIIOCH, MTOC/IETHUE TOABI OH IPOBET B
HeboubIoM roponke. OT cronuiel yaca JBa e3zapl. [lonayany Beponnka He cobupanack exarb, HO Mpka yroBopuia. OHa He
ycIrokousach nocjue 0ecefpl B U Te, TO3BOHUB BEUEPOM B BOCKPECEHbBE:

— Ioaymaii cama, BIpYr y HEro HECMETHbIE OOraTCTBa, a Thl OTKA3bIBACIIICS.

— 3nas bopuca, s yBepeHa, 4TO MHE OH 3aBEIAI CBOIO JIETCKYIO KOJUICKIIMIO Mapok. Ha Oonbimee Heuero u
paccuUMTHIBATh.

— Mexay npounmM, MapKH TOKe ObIBAIOT 0X KAKMMU JOPOTHMMU, — BO3pa3miia Mojapyra. — 3a KBapTUPOH 5 IPUIIIIKY.
A Tam, MOXET CTaThCs, Thl BEpPHEIILCS 00ECTICYCHHOM TaMOii, U MieBaTh Tebe OymeT Ha padoTy.

B orBeT Beponunka paccmesiiack. OHa 1aBHO OCTaBHUJIa HAMBHBIE MEUTHI O BHE3aITHOM oOoramieHnd. Jlaxxe JToTepeiHbI¢
Ounetsl He mokymnaia. Ho mocesHHble Mpkoli ceMeHa aaiau BCXOAbL. «A 4YTO eciu?» — u3BeuHbId Bompoc. OH crmocoOeH
JUIINTH CHA.

BepoHnnka B3siyia OTIYCK Ha HEIEIIO MO CEMEHBIM 00CTOSTENBCTBAM U TEIIEeph JIepkKalia MyTh B poaHo# ropoxa bopuca.

[Ipexxsie yem BblexaTh OHA HaBesa CpaBkH o ObBiIeM. OHa Aymala, yTO XOpOILO ero 3HaeT. bopuc — oTkpbITas KHUTA,
KOTOPYIO OHA Mpouwia OT KOPKHU 10 Kopku. Kak e oHa onmOanace!

Horapuyc paccka3zain, uto bopuc skui ¢ Mamoi B TO BpeMsl, kKak Beponuka cuurtana ero cupotoil. [IpaBaa, oTua y Herc
neiicTBuTenbHO He Obuto. Kakas-To Tparndeckas cMepTh. BepoHuka Tak 710 KOHIIA U HE TIOHsUIA, B U€M TaM ObLIO JIeJO.

Ha oGounHe moka3aincs TOpOXKHBIN 3HAK ¢ Ha3BaHUEM ropona. YepHeie OykBbl Ha O6esioM ¢oHe. CTPOro M JIAKOHUYHO,
HUKaKuX U3bICKOB. [Ipu Buje 3Haka Beponuke crano He mo ceGe, TOYHO OHA BbE3Kajla Ha BpakecKyro Teppurtoputo. Ilox
JI0’KEYKOM TPEBOKHO 3aCOCATIO.

M3 kapMaHa KypTKM OHa BBbITAllMJIA 3alUCKy C aapecoM: BeuHoseneHas ynuna, necath. Eme y Hortapuyca ee
HACTOPOXKMJIO OTCYTCTBHE HOMepa KBapTupbl. Heyxenu bopuc xunm B qome? B Takoe He MOBepHllb, MOKA HE YBHUAMIIIE
COOCTBEHHBIMH TJIa3aMHU.

3aBopouasicst Muts. BeceHHee COHIIE CKBO3b CTEKJIO IPUIIEKIIO EMY IIEKY.

— Iorepnu HemHoro, — npobopmoraina Beponuka. — [loutn npuexanu.



OHa ocTaHOBWJIACH y TPOTYyapa, COPOCUTH AOpory. Mosofas *eHIMHA ¢ KOJISICKOM OXOTHO yKa3ajla IyTh, a TIOTOM elle
JI0JTO MIsAena Bcile[ MallMHe. BepoHuka crucana ee MOBBIIIEHHBIM MHTEPEC HA 3aMKHYTOCTH ropofa. OH NMpOU3BOAMII
BIIEUATJICHUE OJAHOTO M3 TEX MECT, IJI€ KUTEIN 3HAIOT APYr Apyra B auno. Tuxuil, npoBUHIMANbHbI. HaBepHska miaBHOe
pa3BiIeUYEeHNE MECTHBIX — CIUIETHU. E€ BU3UT AacT NMHUIlly pa3roBopaM Ha HEJEIIO BIIEPE].

Vrnuupl MOXOmUiIM Ha YIOTHBIEe CKBepbl. Ha BeTBAX JepeBbeB IeOeranu NTUIBL. BepoHuka NpUOTKphUIA OKHO,
HaCJIaXasACh UX nepecsuctoM. Ha paccere TyT, JOIKHO OBITh, MOIOT cOJIOBbHU. OHA BCETa 3aBHI0BAJIA JIIOASIM, KUBYLIM
Ha npupoje. BapIxats 4UCTHIN BO3/IyX KyAa MPUITHEE 3ara30BaHHOTO.

[TaTdTaXKHBIE J0Ma IO CTOPOHAM JOPOTH 3aKOHYWINCh. VMM Ha CMEHYy NpUIUIM YacTHble JOMHUKU. M30ymkw,
COLLIE/IIME CO CTpaHUI] pycckux ObuMH mpo Wnbio Mypomia. BonbIIMHCTBO M3 HUX IPSTanoch 3a 3a00pOM U3 JTOCOK.
CropoxeBble MChl HA/IGKHO OXpaHsIN KanuTku. Ha kaxaoi BTopoit Bucen 3HaK «OcTopoxkHO 37as cobaka». Ho Bckope u
YaCTHBIE I0Ma MOJOLUIM K KOHIy. JlanbIe gopora mpojeraia yepe3 KOJIX03HOe MoJe.

Ot 4yepHO 3eMJIH, C KOTOPOM HE TaK JIaBHO COLIEN CHET, BESUIO CHIPOCTHIO, U BepoHuka npukpsuia crekso. He xBarasno
eme 3a0onerh. Het xyxe BeceHHew mpoctymbl. Ha ropu3onTe Beicmiics jec. J[axe ¢ pacCTOSHHS OH Ka3ajcs MPadyHbBIM.
Hacrosimas wamo6a. B TakoM HUYEro He CTOUT 3a0TyAUTHCA.

Kaxercs, roponok 3akoHumiica. OHa, HaBEPHOE, CBEpHYIa B HENPAaBUJIBHOM MECTE M YK€ MOAYMBbIBAJIa BEPHYTHCH,
KOTJ]a 3aMeTHJIa KpBIIy JoMa. BepoHuKa MpHUMIONHSIACH HA CHJICHUH, BBITAHYIA Iet0. «PeHo» mpeononen HeOONbLIyIo
TOPKY, U €1l OTKPBUICS BUJ HA JOM.

On 6b11 Oonblle, YeM oHa oxuaaita. Heyera rem uzbam, yTo momajganuck no gopore. JlBa staxa mmoc yepaax. e
nmpoThikaeT obnaka. /la u B mmpuHy He MajieHbKu. Ho Kakoi-T0 HEOTHOPOIHBIM, YTO JIH.

IToxoxe, 10M CTPOUIIN HECKOJIBKO MOKOJIEHUH. KaXk/plii BHOCHII UTO-TO CBOE, @ B UTOT€ MOJyYHIJIOCh HArPOMOJKJIEHUE
MIPUCTPOEK U CMEIIMBaHUE CTHIIEH. JlOM HE OXOOUI HU HAa TEPEM M3 CKA30K, HU HA KOTTE/K 3aKUTOYHBIX TOPOKaH, HU Ha
pycckyto n30y. B Hem ObUIO Bcero HOHEMHOTY, KaK €CJIM OBl €T0 CIIOKUIIN U3 IETCKUX KYOMKOB OT pa3HbIX HAaOOPOB.

Bricokne roTuyeckue OKHa IJIOXO BSA3AJIUCh C PE3HBIMHM CTaPOPYCCKUMHU CTaBHAMH. CTEHBI U3 KPACHOIO KUpIUYa He
CMOTPENUCH C JICPEBIHHBIM KpBUIBLIOM. A (prakok B BHJE MeTyXa BBINIAACH MPUILIEIbLEM H3 JPYroro Mupa psaoM ¢
XPOMHUPOBAHHOMW KPBIILIEH.

K nomy Bena nmpokas 3aacqansTupoBaHHas KoJiesl, TOUHO KpacHast KOBpPOBasi JI0pOKKa. BepoHnKa CHU3MIIA CKOPOCTh
JI0 TpUALAaTh KUioMeTpoB B yac. [1o mepe nmpulmmkeHus: K JOMy OHa Bce cuiibHee HepBHUYaNa. OH CIOBHO TMTaHTCKUMN
rpud 1mocie pajgnOaKTUBHOIO JOXJAS BbIpacTajl Hepen Heil, a 4yTh MOroAs yxe Haj HeW M Tak 70 TeX Mop, IoKa
OKOHYATEJIbHO HE 3aCJIOHUJI COJIHEUHBIH CBET.

B ero Tenu ona uyBcTBOBaja cebsi HeKoMpopTHO. Mopo3 mpobupan a0 KOCTel, OynTo BEpHYIACh 3UMHSS CTYXa.
Beponuka ctucHysa 3yobl, yToObl OHM He cTydanu. He sicHo, yem ObUT BBI3BAaH UX MEPECTYK: CTPAXOM HIIA XOJIOAOM.

«Peno» mpuTopMo3MII HEMoONaNeKy OT BXoza, HO Beponuka ocranack B canoHe. OHa orjeHmia ce0s B 3epkaie. Cepole
rjlaza cMOTpenu uciyraHo. HatsiHyras ynpiOka He criacajia MoJI0KEeHHUE.

Beponuka neperaynaces Hazaa ¥ JaCKOBO Iornaguia MUTIO IO COTPETON COJHLEM LLIEKE:

— Ilopa BcTaBaTh, MasbIL MbI Ha MecTe.

Manp4uk 3eBHYJ U TOTSHYJICS.

— Oro! Bot 310 10M. MBI OyZieM 37eCh KUTh?

— Hanerock, 4yTo HeT, — nokavasia oOHa rojJ0BOi. — JJloM 0X0K Ha MOHCTpa.

— Pa3Be MoHcTpBI Beerna 3ibie? — MUTS IEpBBIM MOKUHY CajloH. — Hac B mIKoje y4yuiu, 4TO HEKPacHBBIE TOXKE
ObIBatoT 10OpbIMU. ['1aBHOE, YTO BHYTPH, @ HE CHAPYKU.

— He yBepeHa, 4To BHYTpH OH CHMIaTH4Hee, — BepoHuKa 3akpblia MallMHy, B3sUla ChIHA 3a PyKy M HalpaBUJIach K
JIBEPHU.

— A MHe OH HpaBHUTCA, — 3asiBUI MUTA.

— Tbl y Hac 0OHIIb Bce HEOObIYHOE, /1a7

— JlaBaii, ocTaHeMCsl TYT HamoA0JblIe, — MOMPOCHUI OH, 3arjsibIBas €M B JIUIIO.

— IlocMoTpum.

Omna He cTaja pa304apoBbIBaTh €r0 U TOBOPUTH, YTO MPHU MEPBOM BO3IMOXKHOCTH OHHU COETYT OTCIOJA.

— A KTO TaM XMBET? — cIpocui MuUTs, NOJHUMASICh 110 CTYIEHSAM KPbUIbLIA.

— TBos 6abymka.

OH o03amaueHHO HaxMypuJics. BepoHuKa MOTsHYNa ero 3a pyky, BbIBOISI U3 cTyrnopa. [lonstue «6abymika» ObUIO A7
Mutu Muduueckum, U OHa OTIMYHO MOHUMAaJa ero 4yBcTBa. C pokI€HUsI MAJIBIUK MPUBBIK, YTO Y HETO €CTh TOJIBKO Mama.
A 1yt Bapyr 6a0ymka! Beponuka cama ere He CMUPHIIACh C MBICIBIO, YTO OHU OOJIbIIE HE OJIMHOKHU B 3TOM MHUpE.

Kpyrmas kHOmka 3BOHKa Tapaumiach Ha Hee M3 CTEHbL. 3acTaBUTh ceOsd HakaTh Ha Hee ObUIO HE Jierde, 4em
aNbIIMHUCTY NokopuTh OBepecT. Ho Beponuka cnpasunack. OHa BBITSHYIA PYKy, HalelIWJla yKas3aTeJabHBIM Iajlel Ha
3BOHOK M HaJaBHJIa 4TO ecTh cHiIbl. [lociie aToro moaBura oHa 1mo3Bosiniia pyke 6€3BOJbHO YIacTh BIOJb TYJIOBHUIIA.

Toncrast myboBast Beph HE MpOITycKajia 3ByKOB. TpyIHO MOHATH YBEHYAIUCh €€ CTapaHMs YCIIEXOM HIIM 3BOHOK HE



pabotaet. IloTsHynmnch MHHYTHI OXHMJIaHUA. MUTA CKakal HO CTyHeHsSM Kpbuiblla. Wrpa HamoMuHana KIIacCUKU C
npenarcTBUsAMHU. OH Kak pa3 100paics 10 HUKHEH CTyleHH, KOT/1a JIA3THYIN 3aMOK U IBEpPb OTKPHUIACH.

Ha mnopore crosuta MuioBHAHAs XEHOWMHA NPUMEPHO OOHOTO ¢ BepoHukol Bo3pacTta — JIeT [BaJLATH BOCHMH.
KypuaBele Bosochl ObUIM yOpaHBI MOJ TYrO 3aBS3aHHYIO KOCBIHKY, HO HECKOJBKO HEMOCIYLIHBIX NpsAeld BBIOWINCH U
MOBUCJIN y BUCKOB. JKeHIMHA BbIIIANENa HENPUBETINMBO. BpoBH comuuch Ha mepeHocuile, o0Opa3oBaB MO IEHTPY Jda
IIyOOKYIO MOPIIHHY.

— Yero Haio? — crpocuia oHa, HE CTECHSACHh peOeHKa.

— Mens 30ByT Beponuka OnunioBa. S ObiBIIas rpakaanckas xeHa bopuca.

Beponuka paccuuThiBasia, 4TO MOCIE 3TUX CIOB OTHOIIEHHE K HEW mM3MeHuTcs. OHa oka3anachk mpaBa. C TOW JMIIE
pa3HUIEH, YTO OTHOILIEHNE TOMEHSJIOCH HE B JIYUIIyIO, a B elle 0oJiee Xy/IIIyi0 CTOPOHY.

XenumHa ckpuBuia ryobl, Kak eciay Obl BCTYNHJIA B KOPOBBIO JICTICIKY, U MPOLIeANIA;

— IIpoxonure.

[IpurnameHnue npo3Bydaslo Tak, CIOBHO OHAa HaMEpPHUBAJIACh CKa3aTb «IOIUIA BOH», HO B IOCJIEIHIOI CEKYHIY
nepeaymala.

— Cmacubo, — HeyBepeHHO mobnaromapuia Beponuka. MeHblle BCETO € XOTeIOCh CCOpPUThCA. Eaa nm arta
*eHImHa MaTh bopuca. Yepecuyp mosnoaa. Ho ona MoxeT ObITh ero ®eHOH. DTO MOTJIO OOBSICHUTDH €€ HETPUS3Hb.

Cxxumas B pyke JaJIOIKy ChiHa, BepoHHKa nepecTynuiaa Hopor U MOTPSICEHHO 3acThiia. XoJul ObUT 3a0UT MeOenblo.
COoKy OT BX0/1a BBICHIIACh TOPKA C TIOCYNIOM, B YIITy CTOSUIM BeIllajKa U OaHKETKa ¢ MOTepTOl OOMBKOM, UyTh MOOAATH KOMOJ
1 HEOOJIBIION CTOJUK IS TIHCEM.

Mebenb ObuTa cTapoit B XyIIIeM CMBICIE 3TOro cioBa. OHa He MMella HUKAaKoro OTHOLICHUS K aHTHKBapuary. IIpocto
n3HOCHIack. Bopc koBpa Obu1 OoraT Ha MporuienMHbL. Kpast AepeBsIHHOTO CTO0JIa TOYHO MOTPhI3 600ep.

Beponuka kpemnko aepikaiga MHTIO, KOTOPBIA TO M /€TI0 MOPHIBAICS BBICBOOOAMUTHCA. YK OHA-TO 3HAja: CTOUT
OTIYCTUTh €r0, U OH IIPOHECETCA MO XOJUTy MOA00HO yparaHy. BeuHo eMmy HeoOXoquMoO Bce MOTPOrarh, MOMIyNarb, YyTh JIU
HE MonpoOoBaTh Ha 3Y0.

YuurtensHuiia MuTu Kak-To ckaszana: «Bamr peOeHOK MO3HaeT MUP Yepe3 TaKTUIIbHBIC OIIyIIeHUs». BepoHuka HUuerc
He nMena npoTuB. Toibko OBl OH HEe MOKaJIeYWJICSA. A TYT Ha KaXJOM IIary mofpKuiaia OMacHOCTh. BOH Bemanka ensa
crout. He monnupaii ee 6aHKeTKa, TaBHO OBbI pyXHYJIa.

— Croli CMUPHO, — OJIEpHYJIa OHA ChIHA.

Beponuka 6buta U3 ynciaa TeX Mam, KTO MPEANoYuTaeT JoroBapuBarbes ¢ AeTbMH. [loaToMy ee cTonb penkuil nmpukas
noJieiicTBoBa Ha MuTio cTonporeHTHo. OH 3aMep, cTapaTteabHO H300pakas MOCIylaHuE.

XKennmua, BmycTHBIIAsi WX, KyAa-TO mponana. BepoHuka HepBHO TepeOuiia coOauky Ha MOJHHHM KYpPTKH: Kak
noctynuTh? [IpolTH Aasbliie WK MOI0XKAATh 3/1€Ch, TOKa K HUM KTO-HUOY/Ib BBIAZIET.

Eif 10 cna3MoB B KeNylIKe XOTEJI0Ch MMPOU3BECTH XOpollee BreyarieHue Ha matb bopuca. OHa Hazesiach, OHU HaAUIyT
obumii s3pIk. B cBoux danrtazusx BepoHunka BMecTe CO CBEKPOBBIO MIUIM Yail HA BepaHje, Moka MUTS Urpaji BO JBOpE, ¥
BEJIM HecremHyk 0eceny o nmoroge. [lomnas upuinus. Eif v B roJ1oBy He IPUXOIUII0, YTO 0a0YIIKKU ObIBAIOT HHBIMU.

I'mapa 3

N3 npoTHBOMOIOKHOM OT BXOAa ABEPH IMOSIBUIIACH )KEHIMHA. BhICOKas U cTarHas, ¢ ropAo MOAHATON roiosoii. Ha Bun
JIeT MATHACCATH, He Ooubine. AOCONIOTHO ceble 0JaropogHOro CepeOpsHOro OTTEHKA BOJIOCHI ObUTM 3a0paHbl Ha3zaa U
YII0’KEHBI B CTPOTYIO MpUUecKy. BoIOCOK K BOJIOCKY.

OHa mepenBuranach, OMUPasCh Ha TPOCTH, MO30J0YCHHAS PydKa KOTOpoW m3o0paxkana rpudona. Ero octperii kiroB
ObLT HampapieH npsMo Ha BepoHuky. KortucTeie nambl BUEMHINCH B BEPXYIIKY TPOCTH, XBOCT 00BMBai ApeBKko. JlagoHb
YKEHIIWHBI YIOTHO JIeXKajla MEXIy paciaxHyThIMU KPbUTbIMU MH(GUUYECKOTO CcyliecTBa. Jloporas, TOIKHO OBITh, BEIIIb.

Beponuka cpa3sy mouyBCTBOBasa: meped Hel wuctuHHas yenu. llogoOHBIX eif cHuMalT B (QmIbMax B POJU
YUCTOKPOBHBIX IBOpsSHOK. Korma-To »xeHmmHa Oblia Xopolna co0oil, HO M celdac ee KpacoTa He 10 KoHIa yracia. OnHa
SIBCTBEHHO MPOCTYyIalia B IJIABHOM H3TUOE IeW, B MepIlaHWEe TONMyObIX TJia3, B XOJICHBIX PpyKaxX W TMONTSAHYTOH ¢urype,
MOTYEPKHYTOM 3JIETAHTHBIM KOCTIOMOM.

Beponuka HeBOIBHO momoOpanach, xKajies 0 TOM, YTO HE HaJena Jydinee miarbe. B cepoil r00ke 10 KOoJeH u Oemnoii
OJry3Ke oHa oryIana cedst 0eTHOM pOJACTBEHHUIEH, KOTOPOM, IO CYTH, U SIBIISJIACK.

— J{oOpsIit AeHb, MUJIOUKA, — TOJIOC Y JKEHIIMHBI ObUT IO/ CTaTh BHEIIHOCTH: TOPTAHHBINA ¢ XpUNoTioi. — Hanerocs,
JIopora Bac HE CWJIBHO U3MOTaJla.

— Her, Mb1 O6bIcTpO H0Opaics, — BepoHuka moiimana ceds Ha TOM, 4TO TOBOPUT, KaK MalieHbKas AeBouka. Hu nare,
HU B35Th, TPOBHHUBIIASICS YICHUIIA, JIeOe3s11as epe] CTPOron TUPEKTPUCOM.

— 3oBu MeHs Ceetiana ['eopruesna.

— A s BepoHnuka.

— [a, na, s B Kypce, — pacCcesilHHO KMBHYJA )KEHIMHA. — boprc Kak-To pa3 yrioMuHam Teds B pa3roBope.



OTO0 mpO3BYyYaNo TaK, CJIOBHO boprc roBOpUiI 0 HEM KaK O YEM-TO HE3HAYUTEIbHOM, HE CTOSIEM BHUMAaHMS.

— O cpIHE OH TOXE YIOMHUHAN?

K aToMy MOMEHTY cTasio sICHO, UTO €€ MpeAcTaBlIeHnus 0 MUTHHOI 06alyIiKe He UMEIOT HUYEro OOIIETO C PEalbHOCTHIO.
Caernany ['eoprueBHy Henb3st ObUIO Ha3BaTh MHIIOH cTapylkoil. BepoHnka oTMeTHIa €e Mopa3uTeNIbHOE CXOICTBO C TEM
caMbIM Ipu(OHOM, UTO yKpaiaja TpocTb. OHU CMOTpEIN OAWHAKOBO NMPOH3UTEIBHO, C XUIHUYECKUM BBIpAKECHUEM JIHIIA.
WneanbHblld MAaHUKIOP KEHIMHBI M TOT HATOMUHAJI KOTTH YY/JOBHUIIA.

Cretnana ['eoprueBHa obparmia BHUMaHue Ha MUTIO TOJIBKO TTocie cioB Beponuku. OHa ocMoTpernia MaJlkiuKa ¢ HOT
JI0 TOJIOBBI, CJIOBHO OIIPEAEIsSA €r0 LIEHHOCTb, U 3asiBUJIA!

— Her, 06 3TOM 0H mpeanoyen ymoa4ath.

«O0 3TomM»? BepoHnka npukycuia si3blk, YT0ObI HE HArOBOPUTH JIMIIHETO. Ellle HUKTO HE OT3BIBAJICS B TAKOM TOHE O €€
ceiHe. bopuc Toxe xoponl. MokHO nmoaymaTh, poxkaecHue MuTu Benrkas TaiiHa. [louemy oH CkpbIBaji €ro oT Matepu?

— Wnure 3a MmHOM, — Benena Ceetniana ['eoprueBHa.

Cnenys 3a CBeKpOBbIO, BepoHrKka mpuIinia K BEIBOAY, 4TO bopuc mocTymun BepHO, HE pacckazaB 0adymke o BHyke. OT
MoA0OHON JaMOUKM JIydlle JepXarh Mofaiblle. bopuc sBHO He Jaguil C Marepbio, a MOTOMY pPa3eiHsl CBOIO XU3Hb
HEeBHMMOM meperoponkoit. [1o omHy ee cTopony Obut 0Ha ¢ MuTEH, MO APYryr0 3TOT JOM U €ro Marh. [0 ceromHsimHero
JIHS1 OHU HE N1EPECEKAUCH.

Muts nepHyn BepoHuky 3a pyKy, 1 OHa HarHyJIach K ChIHY.

— Ona noxoxa Ha 6a0y Sry, — IenHyI oH el Ha yXo.

— He roBopu Tak, — BepoHuka ucmyranack, 4To €ro yciblIaT. — JTO ke TBOs 6alyIka.

Murts ¢ HeoBepreM MmocMoTpeln Ha Hee. J{yig HuX 0060uX ObUIO HEOXKHIAHHOCTHIO BMECTO 100poii 0adyiau BCTPETUTH
Merepy ¢ 3aMallkamMu KOpPOJIEBHIL.

— Horapuyc nosiBUTCs ¢ MUHYTBI HA MUHYTY, — Ha X0y cka3ana Cetyiana ['eoprueBHa. — OH 3aunTaeT 3aBellaHuUE.
Kpome Hac HeT 1pyrux 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIX JIUII.

OHu 100panuch 10 TOCTHHOMW, JABE M3 YETHIPEX CTCH OBbUIM ¢ OKHAMH. Te HAaYMHAIKWCHh y TOJIa U 3aKaHYMBAIUCH Y
notonka. KomHara OykBanbHO KymHanach B COJHEYHBIX Jydax. IIpu edaHUM MOXKHO ObUIO pa3misfeTh TaHIYIOIIME B
BO3/yXE NNBbUIMHKHU.

CBeKpOBb MpHCEa Ha Kpall Kpecia U CI0XKuia pyku Ha KoJieHsX. CriMHa ee ocTaBajgach UACAIbHO MPSIMOM, a JIOMAaTKu
OTBEZICHHBIMH Ha3al. [1o3a ObL1a CTOJIb HEECTECTBEHHA, YTO CO CTOPOHBI YYAMIIOCH, OyITO OHa 3a0bUIa BBIHYTH IIJICUUKH U3
MTHJIKAKa.

Ha crexnstHHOM cTONMKE Mepe]l KPecaoM AbIMUIIUCH JIBE YAllIKU Yasl.

— VYromaiitech, — MHJIOCTUBO Tipeiioxuia Cetnana ['eoprueBHa.

Beponuka He mocmena ociymarses. OHa pacrnonoXkuiach Ha TUBaHE HAMIPOTHUB, B3sUIa YAIKY M MPUTYOUIIA apOMaTHBIN
yai.

— Kakoii HeoObIUHBIN BKYC, — 3aMeTHJIa OHA.

— Oto Mmenucca. [lomoraeT ycrmokOuTh HEPBBI.

— Xouy nuTh, — MuTs NOTAHYJICA K Yalke BepoHuku.

— DTO He MOomXOAsIMi HANMUTOK i pebenka, — Cernana ['eoprueBHa He gana BepoHuke HAamouTh ChIHA YaeM. —
Paunca! — xpuknyna ona. TyT jke B TOCTHHOMN MOSBHIJIACH JKEHIIMHA B IJiarke. Ta camasi, 4To BIYCTHJIA UX B JOM. — 3abepu
MasibuuKa ¢ co0oit Ha KyxHto. [lokopmu 1 Hamou ero.

BepoHnuka ¢ TpeBoroii mpoBonuiIa chbiHa B3MISIOM. B oTinuue ot Hee oH ObUT CIIOKOEH U jaxe Becel. [IpoBectu BpeMs
B 3aM€UaTEeIbHOM JIOME BJIaIM OT MATEPUHCKOT0 OKa 3TO JIM HE MOAAPOK CyAbObI?

— 51 xo4y, yTOOBI MBI MOHSUIM JAPYT JOpyra, a MOToMy Oyay TOBOpUTH 0e3 OOMHSIKOB, — IpPOM3HECTa CBEKPOBb, KaK
TOJbKO MuTs BbIen. — Ha TBoeM mnpuessie HacTos1 HoTapuyc. MHE OH He MOXKeJall OTKPBITh MPUYHHY, TT0 KOTOPOU TBOE
MPUCYTCTBUE CTONIb HeoOxoqumo. Ho st mo1o3peBato, 4To Je1o B 3aBEIIaHHH.

— MHe Hu4ero He HYy)KHO OT bopuca, — BctaBuiia Beponuka. — Mbl He Buzenuch ceMb JeT. He cuntas Mutu, y Hac
HET HUYEro O0IIeTo.

— XoueTcsi BEpUTh, YTO ThI TOBOPHIIL HCKpeHHE. [loToMy 4TO 51 HEe oTaMm TeOe Hu Komelku. Bee, 4To Hac oKpyxaer,
MPUHAUIEKAIO MOEMY MYXKY, 10 3TOro ero oTiy. bopuc B cBoelt »u3HM HUUYEro He 3apabotan. OH ObuT TpyTHEM. MHeE Kak
MaTepH TSHKEJO 3TO MPU3HABATh, HO 51 BBIPACTHIIA COBEPUICHHO 0ECI0JIe3HOE CYHIECTBO.

Omna ckazana 3To ¢ A0CaJ0M, CTHIISCH ChIHA.

— Omn Opu1 MeuTarenemM, — Beponuka yiasiOHynach, BcrioMHUB bopuca. C HUM eil HuKorna He ObUIO CKYYHO, HO TIpH
BCEM KEJIAaHUM OHA HE CKaXKET, YEro OH XOTEN OT )KM3HHU.

JIBa roma OHM MPOKUIIM B OHOM KBapTHPE, CIIAJH B OJHOM MOCTENIH, a OHA HE B Kypce, KaKhe y Hero ObUTH TUTaHBL A
ObUTH 1T OHU Y Hero? BepoHuka He Moria MPUMOMHUTG, 4ToO0kl bopuc 3aroBapuBan o Oyaymem. OH CIOBHO 3HAN, 4TO IS
HEro HeT OyJIyIIero, HO 3TO He MEIAJI0 EMY PaIoBaThCs CETOIHAIIHEMY JHIO TaK, Oy/ITO OH MOCHEqHE.

— Meurarens — 3T0 He mpodeccusi, — orpe3Buia ee Cernana ['eoprueBra. — C ero moTeHIIMAIOM OH MOT JOOUTHCS



BCEro 4ero Obl MOKeJal, HO BMECTO ATOTO OH BJIAYMII JKAJIKOE CYIECTBOBaHUE Oe3/e/IbHUKA.

— Kak Bce ciyunsiocs? — menotoMm crpocuia Beponuka.

— OH Opocwiicst mof| 3JICKTPUUKY, — TO’KaJla IiedaMu CBEKpoBb. Ha ee nuiie He ApOTHYI HU eauHbIil MycKyl. Ero
CJIOBHO BBICEKJIM U3 KYCKa CKaJIbHOU MOPOABI: HUKAKUX SMOLIMIA.

— DTO y)KacHo.

— CwMmepThb ObUTa MTHOBEeHHOM. OH HE My4YHIICS.

[TocneqHuMHU CI0BaMHM KEHIIMHA, BEPOSTHO, IBITAJach YCIIOKOUTH ce0s. BepoHHKke modyansioch, YTo TAE-TO MIyOOKO
10J1 MAaCKOM PaBHOAYIIUS MPSUETCs CKOpOsiiee MaTepuHCKoe cepate. Mnm 3To passirpaioch ee BooOpakeHue?

B roctunyro Boien noxusnoil MyxuriHa. OH CyeTIMBO MPOTUPAJT JBICUHY IIATKOM, TO M JeJ0 KuBas. BepoHuka y3Hana
HoTapuyca. OHa MOAMBUIIACH TIPO CeOsl, YTO TAKOH BaKHBIA YEIIOBEK HE IMOJICHHWJICS MPOAENarTh UIMHHBIA MyTh, YTOOBI
3a4NUTaTh 3aBEIIAHUE HEY/ITaUHUKA.

— 3npacskTe, 31packTe. Sl HEeMHOTO OIMO3Aall.

— He crpammo, — Maxnyna pykoit Beponuka.

— HenyHkTyanpHOCTh — MpPU3HAK AYpHOrO TOHAa, — oTuyekaHuia Cernana ['eoprueBHa. — B Bameil npodeccun,
BukTop AHaTonbeBuY, cieayer ObITh 00jiee BHUMATEIbHBIM K MEJIOYaM.

Hotapuyc pacrepsHHO ynbiOHYICS. Ero oTumranu, kak Mansauiiky. Beponuka moexwunack. Hecuactueni bopuc. Ot
KU3HU C ITOM JKeNe3HOH JieIn, KTO YTOJAHO OPOCUTCS MO SJIEKTPUUKY.

— IlyTb 13 cTOMUIBI HEOIM3KHIA, — MOMBITAICS ONpaBAaThCs BUKkTOp AHATONBEBHY.

— Dra ocoba ycrena panbiie Bac. Vnu eif 3HaKOM KOPOTKUH MapuipyT?

Beponuka He cpa3y coobpazuia: «3Ta 0coda» ckazano o Hell. CIIOBHO OHA HE YellOBeK, a mnpuitesner. Oco0b KeHCKOTa
oja poAoM U3 KOCMOcA.

— OX yX 3Ta MOJIOAEKb BEUHO KyJa-To Toponurcs. B Hamem ¢ Bamu Bo3pacte, CBernana I'eoprueBHa, cemka HU K
yemy.

Ecnu 1o storo Belpaxkenue auna CeTsanbl ['eoprueBHb MOKHO OBUIO Ha3BaTh HEAPYKEITIOOHBIM, TO MOCIE CIIOB
HOTapuyca OHO CTajo Bpak1eOHbIM. Hamek Ha BO3pacT MepenoyiHuil Yallly €€ TePIeHHUS.

— T'oBopuTe o cebe. S moka He YYBCTBYIO ceOsi CTapyXOH.

— Hy na, Hy 1a, — My)XuMHa 3aKuBaJj C IBOMHBIM ycepAneM, HAIIOMUHAsI UTPYILKY, YTO CTAaBIT Ha MPUOOPHYIO MaHEIb
aBTOMOOWIISI — C MATAIOIICHCS TOJIOBOM.

— Ilpucrynaiite k neny, — notoponuia Csetnana ['eoprueBna. — Uto Tam y Bac?

Omna yka3zana Ha noptdens Hotapuyca. Tor, moryduB KOMaHy, moJie3 3a Oymaramu. Beponuka Ha0nronana 3a TeM, Kak
OH pPACKJIaJbpIBAECT JINCTHI Ha CTOJE, THIATEJIBHO MOIpaBisas cTonku. HakoHen, pe3ynsrar ero ynoBiaeTBOpui. BukTop
AHATONBEBUY OTKALUISJICSA U IPUHSJICA YUTATh 3aBEIIAHUE.

[lepeuncnenue HaciencTBa U OpuAnYeckue GopMyTupoBKH ObicTpo yromuin Beponuky. OHa ciymana B 1oja yxa.
Kyna 6osble CKydHBIX Pa3roBOpOB €€ MpUBJIeKal BUJ 32 OKHOM. Tam Obula HacTOAIIAS BECHA. 32 TOMOM HAaYyMHAJICS Ta30H.
Mononas TpaBa enBa NpOKIOHYIach. COYHYIO 3€JIEHb HPUSATHO OTTEHSUIM IBEThl MaTb-Mayexd, MOXOXKWE Ha SUYHbIE
JKENTKU. BEpOHMKY Tak U MOAMBIBAIO OCTaBUTh CBEKPOBb W HOTAapUyca pa3OMparhCs C 3aBEHaHWEM, a CaMOUl BBIATH Ha
YAUIY ¥ O0CUKOM MPOTYNIAThCA MO ra3ony. Jlo yero Oyzner npusTHoO!

— Beponuka AnexcanapoBHa?

Omna B3zmpornyna. Ilorpy’keHHast B MeUThl, OHa HE 3aMeTuja, KaKk €e COOEeCeHUKHU MEepelvid K IIaBHOW TeMe: KTO
MIOJIyYUT HaXXUTOE npeakamu bopuca cocrosguue. OHa ymyapuiaach NpOCIyliaTh CaMO€E BayKHOE.

— BbI uT0-TO cKazanu? — nepecnpocuiia Beponuka.

— 5 BKparie noBTOpIO, — HOTapuyc oTKanuiuicsa. — Mol kineHT bopuc CeBepuH 3aBELIAET BCE CBOE JBHKHUMOE U
HEJBH)KMMOE UMYIIECTBO CBOEMY €IMHCTBEHHOMY CbIHY — JIMutputo Onunuosy. /o coBepiieHHONeTHs peOeHKa ONEKYHOM
HaJl UMYILECTBOM Ha3HavaeTcsi MaTh bopuca — Ceernana ['eopruesna CeBepuHa.

— Yt0? — mpomenrtana Beponuka. ['onoc oTka3zan e, a cama BepoHuka mpeBparuiach B OCb, BOKPYT KOTOpPOH
BpaIaeTcs KOMHaTa.

— S ckazan...

Hauan nHotapuyc, Ho ero nepe6una Cernana I['eopruesHa:

— Omna Bce nonsia. JlaiiTe et mpuiitu B ce6s. He xaxapIil 1eHbs Ha TEOsI CBAIMBACTCS COCTOSTHUE.

YIuBUTENBHO, YTO CBEKPOBH 3acTynuiach 3a Hee. Ho mocmoTrpeB Ha Hee, BepoHnka ciyctunach ¢ Hebec Ha 3eMIIIO.
CxazaHHoe ObUIO capka3MoM uncTor Bombl. CBeTiaHa ['eoprueBHa misaena ¢ OTKPOBEHHOW HEHABUCTHIO. Ecim Obl B3MIsIA
ObL1 criocoOeH youTh, Beponuka ynana Obl 3aMepTBoO.

— Sl me mpocuta 06 3TOM, — MpoOOpMOTasa OHa.

— Koneuno e, He npocuina. Tel Beas He Buenachk ¢ bopucom cemp net. Tak, kaxxercsa? M ¢ cblHOM OH He OOIIAJICS.
OpnHako, OOW X Thl, OCTABWJI €MY BCE, YEM HCIIOKOH BEKOB BIIAJICET Hallla CEMbsA. A 3TO, MEXAY MPOYUM, JAKE HE UM
3apaboTaHo. XOpOoIIo eIl eMy XBaTHUJIO yMa Ha3HAYUTh ONMEKYHOM MeHs. Paja 3HaTh, 4TO XOTh JI0 YEro-TO B CBOCH JKAITKOM



KU3HU MOH CBIH JTIOAYMAJICsl CAMOCTOSITEIBHO.

CBekpoBb BcTalla, CKa3aB HAMOCIEA0K:

— Ilpomry meHst mpocTuTh. Y MeHs pa3dosenack ronosa. [loiay, mpuisry.

Beponuka u HOTapuyc OocTaquch B rOCTUHOM ofHM. OHA BCe HUKAK HE MoOIVIa ONOMHUTHCs. CBanuBiueecss HAa MuTio
HACJIEJICTBO HE Ka3aJoCh TaKUM YK CUAaCTbeM. YUHUThIBas, YTO K HeMy mpuiaranach CeeriaHa [‘eoprueBHa, 3T0 ObUI elre
TOT MOJAPOK.

Beponunka enBa mozHakoMuiachk ¢ 6a0yIKoi ChiHA, HO YK€ BHJIENA: UM HU 3a 4TO He MoyiaauTh. [10M00HBIX eif Hamo
u30erarb, a IpU CIy4aifHON BCTpeue MepexoquTh Ha APYryio CTOpoHy ynuubl. M BoT Bopuc cBouM 3aBemaHueM CBs3al UX
’KU3HU BOEAMHO pa3 U HaBcerna. EMy mosesso, 4to oH ymep, nHaue oHa Obl ero mpuaymmial

— He nepexusaiite, — nonbonpun ee Buktop AnaronbeBuu. — Bee oOpasyercs. S yxxe copok JeT, Kak Beay Jelna
aToi cembu. CBersiana ['eoprueBHa He camasi MpUSATHAs JIMYHOCTh, HO OHA CIIpaBEIJIMBasl JKCHUIMHA. YBEPEH, OHA HE
BBIOPOCUT BHYKa Ha YIUILY.

Hotapuyc oreuecku moxmonan Beponuky mo pyke. OHa OTBeTHJIa BRIMYYEHHOM YIBIOKOM Ha ero 3a00Ty. Mwuutblit
CTapU4OK XOTel ee moanaepxarb. Kak eMy oOBbsSCHUTH, UTO €l He HYXHBI JeHbru? CrokoiicTBue aopoxe. JXKuim ke oHH ¢
Murteii kak-To 10 3Toro. [I[poXuByYT U Jajblie.

— S Mory oTkaszaThcs OT HacjeacTBa? — IOMHTEpecoBaack BepoHuka.

— Yro BBI TaKOE TOBOPUTE, — 3aMaxall pykaMHu HoTapuyc. — Hert, pazymeeTcs, HET. 3aBellaHNe HATMCAHO HE Ha Bac.
Pemenne npuHuMars Masduky. Ho moka oH He moapacTeT, HU OJUH CyJ He OyleT paccMarpuBaTh €ro 3asBieHHe. Bbl He
MOJKETE JINIIUTh peOCHKA TOT0, YTO MPUHAAICKUT €My IO IpaBy. EqMHCTBEHHBIN BBIXOJ A€HCTBOBATh Yepe3 OpraHbl ONEKH
Y TIOTIEYUTENIBCTBA, HO BPSIZL JIM OHU IPUMYT Ballly CTOPOHY.

Beponuka nonypuiia roioBy. bopuc 3arHan ee B J0BYyLIKY. J[J151 IMPOKOTO *ecTa €ro MOCTYNOK HOCUJI COMHHUTEIbHBIN
xapaktep. Bopy aymars, 4To TakuM 00pa3oM OH XOTell € 3a 4TO-TO OTOMCTUTH. Elnie Obl 3HAaTH, B UeM ee BUHA.

Buxtop AnatonbeBud yopan Oymaru B mopTdens U, IPekae YeM YUTH, T00aBHIT:

— 51 mo mopore 3ae3:xkan B MECTHBIM MOIMUEHCKHAN ydacToK. [[eno bopuca ornanu uM. Y4acTKOBBIN IIOIPOCHI MEHS
nepeaaTh BaM, YTOOBI BbI 3alUTH K Hemy. JKenaTeabHO CeroHsl.

— 3ayem? — B y[aJAIOUIYIOCS CIIMHY aJJBOKaTa BBIKpUKHYJAa BepoHuka.

— He py4arock, 4TO 51 BEpHO MOHsUI, HO, KaxeTcs, bopuc Opocuiics mom 31eKTpUUKy Ha ONMMIKaWIe K BaM CTaHIIUU
METPO.

['naBa 4

— ThI HE TPOTUB 3a7ePKaThCS 3/IECh? — B UETBEPTHIN pa3 cnpocuiia BepoHuka.

MuTst KUBHYT U TepeOpoCHi Yepe3 IJIeU0 PIOK3aK ¢ M300pa)KeHHEM Teposi ero JoouMoro Mynsruinsma «Taukmy.
Beponuka gocrtana u3 6araxkHrKa 4eMOJIaH U 3aBepuiIa:

— MBe1 Henagonro. OGeraro.

— M=ue 1yt HpaButcs. Tets Panca ouens qo0pasi, HAaMHOTO JTydine 0a0yIKu.

— Papna, uro TebGe HpaBuTcs Paunca, HO faif Oalbymke manc. MoxeT, OHa OKaXeTcs He TaKOoW yxX TUIoxoi, — Beponuka
HE BepuJia, YTO XOTh OHO CEplle B COCTOSHUU OBITh PaBHOAYIIHBIM K ee chiHy. K Tomy ke Cernana ['eoprueBna He
qy)K0i UM yenoBek. To, yTo y Hee He 3aaAUINCh OTHOLICHUS C CHIHOM, €Ile He 3HAYHT, YTO K BHYKY OHa OylIeT OTHOCHTHCA
TaKXKe.

— Xopoo, — cornacuics Muts.

— Tak y BBIIDIO, YTO MBI TENEPh OyeM YacTo ¢ Hel BUAEThCS. S He Xx0uy, 4YTOOBI Bbl CCOPHIIUCH.

— 1 ¢ Heli He ccopuics. DTO OHa CO MHOM HE pa3roBapuBacT.

— To1 He BuHOBaT, — BepoHMKa NPUBBIYHBIM KECTOM MPHUIIANIA CHIHY BOJOCHL. — Eil IpOCTO HY)KHO BpeMsi, 4TOObI
K HaM NPUBBIKHYTb.

— IlycTs Torma OpicTpee npuBbikaeT. OHA BOH Kakas cTtapas. MoXeT He yCIIeTh.

B orBer Beponuka paccmesiach M B3sila ¢ MUTH clioBa HEe roBOpuUTh momoOHoe mpu Oalymke. Ho kyma Gosblie
npobieM ¢ 6alymkoi ee 3a00THI BU3UT B yuyacTok. OHa coOupanach HaBeIarhCsl Tyda cpas3y IOCie TOTO, KaK pacraKyer
BEIIM U yOequTcs, 4To Yy MUTH eCTh Bce HE0OXOAUMOeE.

Caernana ['eoprueBHa BEJMKOAYIIHO ITO3BOJIMJIA UM IOXKHUTh HEKOTOpoe BpeMsa B aome. «[loka nema ¢ mpunsaTtnem
HACJIEJICTBA HE YTPACYTCS», — CKasaja oHa. Buj y Hee mpu 3ToM Obl1 HenoBosbHBIA. Ho, Hajmo ormare eil moimkHOE,
BJaziesa oHa coboit BenukojenHo. Huuro He Momio Hamouro BIOUTH ee u3 koineu. Korga cBekpoBb cIycTuiiach K 00eny,
BBIIVIAJIENIA OHA TaK, CIIOBHO Pa3roBopa ¢ HOTapuycoM He Obuto. Ecim mpuBBIYHBIN UIsI HE€ MUP M Jall TPEIWMHY, TO IO €€
JUIy 00 3TOM HEBO3MOXKHO OBLIO J0TaaThCsl.

Beponuke u Mute BBIIENHIN O CHATbHSAM Ha BTOPOM 3Taxke. Mebenb, Kak U B XOJUle, 37€Ch Jblaja Ha janaH. B
0COOEHHO TIAY€BHOM COCTOSIHMM ObUIa JIETCKas: KpoBaTh CKpHUIIeNia, OT Marpaca MpH KakIOM IMPUKOCHOBEHUHU B BO3JYX
MOAHUMAJIACh MbUTh. MUTS NpBITaj HAa MOCTENH, JI00YsICh MBUIBHBIMH 00JaKaMH, OKPYKAIOIMMHU €ro MOJ00HO TyMaHy.



Jouwo 10 Toro, 4To OH pacuuxaiics, 1 BepoHuka 3anpeTusna urpy.

B xomHare Beponuku ot 3amaxa HadTaanHa cBepOesio B HOCY, U OHAa OTKPhUIA OKHO, TIPOBETPHUTH MOMEIIeHUE. BeTep
IIPUHEC CO CTOPOHBI JIECa apoMaT XBOU. JIplIIaTh CTAJIO JIETKO U MPUSATHO.

Crnenyronmmie nBa 4aca BepoHuka BhITHpana MbLUIb, MBUIA TMOJBl U YHCTHIIA KOBPHL [lo-XopormemMy KOBpBI HaIo0 OBLIO
BBIOMTH, HO B OJUHOUYKY OHa Obl HE TOTAIMJIIA 3TUX MAaCTOJIOHTOB JaKe JI0 JIECTHUIIBL, @ IIOMOIIM IOMPOCUTH HE Y KOTO.

Panca npu mepBoM ymoOHOe ciydae 3asBWJIa, YTO OHA HE CIHy)KaHKa U HUKOMY HUYeM He oOsi3aHa. Ho u 0e3 Hee
Beponuka otinuHo cnpasuiack. KOMHAThl 3aCUsIM YMCTOTOM: HUKAKOM MAayTHHBI HA JIFOCTPAX, JIMIKUX ISTEH Ha IOy,
Mycopa Ha KOBpPE WJIM KpPYroB OT HalleK Ha Tym0ax. 37eCh CHOBa MOXHO OBUIO XUTh. TONBKO IITOPHI — THTAHTCKHUE
NbUIECOOPHUKH — HEMHOTO IMOPTHJIN BIIEYATIICHHE.

Beponuka ycrama mocie yOOpPKH, HO BHM3HT B YYaCTOK HE OTJIOXMiIA. BbIACHUB nopory Bce y Toil ke Paucel -
HEHCCAKAaeMOro MCTOYHHMKAa MH(pOpMalUM, OHA OocTaBWiIa MUTIO Ha ee momeudeHue (MO KpailHell mepe, ¢ peOEHKOM Ta
OXOTHO 3aHHUMAJach).

ITo nopore Beponuka mymana o ToM, 4To npuBeiao bopuca Ha ux cranuuio MeTpo. beuta au 3Ta CIy4allHOCTh WJIU OF
HaMEPEHHO MOKOHYMII ¢ cO00i B HEMOCPEICTBEHHON OJ13u OT HUX ¢ Muteii?

Korna onun mosnakommnuch ¢ bopucom, eil Obuto neBATHaaUaTh, €My — JABaAlaTh LIECTh, HO MO Pa3BUTHUIO OH HE
JIaJIeKo OT Hee yiien. TpyAHO MpeaCcTaBUTh, KaK OH U3MEHUIICS 3a Mpolueamme roasl. M B Tom uncie BHyTpeHHe. Jlaxe KuBs
¢ HUM, BepoHHKa He MOIJIa MOXBACTATHCS, YTO B KYPCE BCEX €r0 CEKPETOB. UTO YK TOBOPUTH O HBIHEIIHUX TAHAX.

[Touemy bopuc pemmi, 4To )KU3Hb HE CTOUT TOTO, YTOOBI ee mpononkars? [louemy He npuren k Hel? Bo3moxHO, oHa
cmoria Obl moMoyb. Ha mia3zax BeicTynuiu cie3sl. BepoHuKka cMaxHyla UX JIaJIOHbIO M MpuKazana cebe cobOparbcsa. He
XBaTaJIO €Il 3aIBUTHCS B YHACTOK 3apEBAHHOM.

MecTHOE OTIENeHHE MOJULHM Pacloarajoch B OJHOAITAaXXHOM 3/1aHMHM. BepoHHKa TOJNKHYIa CHHIOK ABEPh U
oOparunack K nexxypHomy. OH ee TPOBOAMIIN B OT/ICTHHBIN KaOUHET.

B kabunere mapwia crepuibHas unctorta. [locine noma bopuca ona moka3zanachk HeBeposITHOW. CTON MONHMIIEHCKOTO
cus noauposieM. JInHoieyM BBITNISIIEN TaK, CJIOBHO 10 HEMY HUKOIJAa HE CTynaia Hora 4yeinoBeka. CTeksia B OKHaX KTO-TO
CTOJIb TIIATEIBHO OTApaWi, YTO C MEPBOro B3MIANA UYyIWJIOCh, OyITO paMbl MycTyioT. BepoHuka c nerctBa Obuia
HEpaBHOIYIIHA K TOPSJIKY, a TIOTOMY €Ilie 10 3HAKOMCTBa MTOYYBCTBOBAJIA PACTIONOKEHUE K XO3SIMHY KaOMHETA.

XKnars npunuiocs Henonro. JIBepb OTKpbLUIAaCh, U B KOMHATy BOILEN BBICOKMN MYXXYHMHA JIET TPUALATH C HEOOJIBIINM.
Cunuit 1BeT (OPMBI YIUBUTEIBHO IIeJ K TOTYObIM Ia3aM. BepoHuke mpek/ae He TOBOAUIOCH BUIETh TAKOTO HACKHIIICHHOTO
nBera ria3. OHu OyaTO BIUTANU OTTEHOK TKaHU U CAETAINCH Spye.

Ob6nanarens HE3EMHBIX IJ1a3, BEPOSITHO, MHOTO BPEMEHHU MTPOBOAMII Ha CBEXKEM BO3JyXe. 3a 3TO TOBOPMIJI TEMHBINA HE IO
ce30Hy 3arap. KomHa CBET/IBIX BOJIOC Ha Mapy C MMPOKON YIBIOKOW JOBEPIIATIN MOPTPET. ITOMY IIMPOKOIIIIEYEMY KpacaBIly
CJIEIOBAJIO UTPaTh B aMEPUKAHCKOM (DUIbME KaKOTO-HUOYIh OYEPEIHOTO CITACHTEINS YeJIOBEUECTBA BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI
TEPATH BPEMsSI B MAJICHBKOM TOPOJKE.

— Cnacu60, 4TO HAILTH BpeMsl 3arsHyTh. Briagumup, — MyK4uHa IPOTSAHYT PYKY.

OnHM 0OMEHSINCh HUYETo He 3HaYauMu (pazaMH, MOcjie KOTOPBIX OH 3asiBUJL:

— OdunmansHo Aeno cuuTaercs 3akpbeIThiM. [Ipuunna cMepT — camoyouiicTBo. PaccienoBars TyT 0cobo Hedero, HO
Cretnana ['eoprueBHa JUYHO TOMPOCHIIa MEHS pa3o0parbcsi B HEKOTOPHIX AeTaisix. M s He cMor oTkasarbk. $1 3To ToBopio
JUTSL TOTO, YTOOBI BRI 3HAIIM: Hallla Oecena HeopuIuaabHa.

C KaxI0i MUHYTOH, MPOBEICHHOM B KoMNaHuu Biamumupa, cumnarus BepoHuku k HeMy pocia. byaydn 3aHAThIM
YeJI0OBEKOM, OH COTJIACHIICS TIOMOYb HECUACTHOW MaTepH, XOTs caM sIBHO He Bepui B ycrnex. Kakoe 6maroponctso!

K tomy moMeHTy, korga Biagumup nepelen HemoCcpeACTBEHHO K Jomnpocy, BepoHuka Bcell nylion »akaajia moMovb
eMy pa3o0paTbcs B 3TOM JIeJIe.

— BepoHuka AnekcaHApOBHa, CKaXXHTE, MOKaldyhcTa, KOrma Bbl B mocieaHuil pa3 Buaenu bopuca Cesepuna? -
BnaguMup OTKpbUT IPOTOKOJI U MMPUTOTOBUIICS BITUCATH OTBET.

— OKO0JI0 ceMHU JIET Ha3al.

— Taxk naBHO, — mopa3usics noyiuneickuit. — Ml oH mOMHUI 0 Bac Bce 3TO BpeMsi?

— MBI He noaepxuBau cBsi3b. C TeX MOp Kak OH MEHsI OPOCUJI, s HUUETO He 3HaJa O €ro )KU3HU.

— BB yrBepknaere, yro bopuc HakaHyHe cMepTH He OOWICA ¢ BaMH, — YTOYHMI Biagumup, mpucTaiIbHO
BIVISAIbIBASICH B BepoHUKY, TOUHO COOMPANICS YIUUUTD €€ BO JIKHU.

— YTBepkIaw, — KUBHYIA OHA. — MBI JaXke HE CO3BaHUBANUCh. [IOHATUSA HE UMEIO, UTO OH JAesall BO3JIE MOETO I0MaA.
MoxeT >T0 coBnaaeHue?

— Bpsa nu. Ilo HammM aHHBIM y oruOiero He ObUIO JieN B 3TOM paiioHe. Kpome Bac ero HU4ero He CBSI3BIBAJIO CC
CTaHIUEH, Ha KOTOPOU OH yMep.

— Bort kak, — BepoHuka noHSTUS HE UMENIa, YTO €Il€ CKa3aTh, U MOJIYa CTUCHYNIA PYYKHA CYMKH MOTHBIMU JaJ0HSIMHU.
Ona nepecrana IOHUMATh, YTO IPOUCXOJUT, U ITO €€ HEPBUPOBAJIO.

— A Kak HacyeT Balllero chiHa?



— IIpuuem Tyr Muts?

— OH obmancs ¢ otrioMm? — cupocui Bragumup.

OH He MOBBIILIAT TOJOC, HO €l Bce paBHO cTano He mo cede. OHa BIPYr 3aMeTHIIa, YTO TOJIyOble IV1a3a y4acTKOBOTO
XOJIO/IHBI, KaK apKTUYECKas 31uMa.

— Murts HUKOTrAa HE BUAEI OTLA.

— B03MOHO, CBIH CKpBIBAET OT Bac (pakT BCTPEY C HUM.

— OH 051 Tak He mocTynui! — Bo3MyTHIack Beponuka. — Mex 1y HaMu HET CEKPETOB.

— Bawm, koHeYHO, BUHEE, — COMTACHIICS MOJMIICHCKUA, HO TYT e T00aBUIl: — OTHAKO CBHJICTEIHN YTBEPKIAIOT, YTO
BUJIEJIM HakaHyHe rulenu bopuca moxoxero Ha HETro YeaoBeKa Y IIKOJIbI Bamero cbiHa. OH CTOSUT y BXozia U Kak OyITo Koro-
TO JKJIaJ.

Beponuka oTkpbuia u 3akpeuia pot. Jlo yero aymHo B KaOUHETE. ..

bopuc mepen cmeptbio Bugencs ¢ Murteit? Hembicmumo! Brpyr eli BCIOMHHMIICS pasroBOp € CHIHOM B Kade-
MoOpoxkeHOM. OH TOBOPWJI MPO CTPAHHOIO S0, KOTOPBIA cMOTpea Ha Hero. OHa Toraa MmoayMalia, YTO KaKOW-TO
M3BpallleHel OIMBACTCS y IKOJIBI M COOMpaiach MOrOBOPHUTH HA 3TY TEMY C TUPEKTOpoM. Mor 1 310 ObiTh bopuc?

— Murts 06 3TOM He ynomuHal, — npobdopMoTana Beponuka, koraa kK Hel BEepHYJICS nap peun. B Hel B3bIrpan ctpax
nepe opraHamMu MpaBoINopsAKa, YTO TaK WM MHAYE APEMIIET B JIFOOOM YeJIOBEKE, M OHA COJraia.

— OH MOr TOCYUTATh 3TO HEBAXKHBIM, — MPEANONIOKUI Bragumup.

— BBrI Bcepbe3 nymaere, 4TO MajbuMK, KOTOPBIA HE BUAEN OTLA C POXKAEHHUS, BOCIPUMET BCTPEUY C HUM, KaK HEUTO
caMo coboit pazymeromeecsi? — Benbutiuia oHa. CoOCcTBeHHAs J10Kb 3mmia. OHa HE TPECTYIMHUIA, U YK KOHEYHO MHuTS He
BUHOBEH B cMepTH boprca. CeMuieTHUN MalFIMIIKA TOJKHYI B3POCIOro MYXXUUHY 1of] oe3x — cmemmHo! OHa Gosblie He
cyMTaNa MOJUILENCKOro 04apoBaTebHbIM. MakCUMyM CUMIIaTUYHBIM.

— He mnepexusaiite, — rosoc Brnagumupa moremnen. — EcTe cBuaerens, KOTOpbId Buaen, kak bopuc cam Oe:
ITIOCTOPOHHEN MOMOILM IIATHYJI IO KoJieca.

— Torga uTo TyT paccienoBarb?

— Ero Mo moBecTu 1o camoyomiicTBa. Sl HU4YEro He yrBepKaaro, Ho, HaIpuMep, BO3MOXKEH TakoW BapuaHT. bopuc
XO4YeT HaJaJUTh OTHOIIEHHUS ¢ ChIHOM. OH €/IeT K IIKOJIE, HAXOAUT MaJbIMKa U IPEACTaBIsAeTCs eMy. MuTs, OOMKEHHBIH Ha
OTLA U3-3a €ro JI0JITOr0 OTCYTCTBHS, PE3KO FOBOPUT ¢ HUM. bopuc norpsicen. OH oxunan apyroro. Ha smonusx o pemaet
MOKOHYHUTH ¢ co00i. CBOIO 3alyMKy OH BOILTOLIAET TYT K€ Ha OJKalIeil CTAaHIIUKA METpO.

— OrnuuHas uctopusi, — noxsaiuia Beponuka. — Bam Haz0 poMaHbl ncath, a HE B MOJTUIUU pabOTaTh.

— BbI 3ps uponusupyere. B KuU3HU IOPOU TaKOE CIIydaeTcs,, HAPOYHO HE MPUIAyMaclllb.

— IloBropio eme pa3: MuTs HempeMeHHO pacckasajia Obl MHE, ecii Obl Takas BCTpeya cocTosiach. Mbl MPUBBIKIIN
BCEM JIEJIUTHCA.

— Xopomo, — kuBHYA Baagumup. — [Tycts OyneT mo-Bammemy. Ho BbI JOKHBI TOHUMATh, YTO 5 TPOBEPIO BaIllM CJIOBA.

— IlpoBepsiiTe, — OHa moXkasa miedaMu. — MHe CKphIBaTh HEYETO.

[Tonumetickuii XxMbpIkHYIT. Eif modyauioch HemoBepue B €ro ycMemke. BepoHuka cmmcana ero Ha OOBIYHYIO
MOA03PUTENBHOCTh BCEX MONMLENHCKUX. EMy IpuaeTcst u3psiiHo MOTPYAUTHCS, YTOOBI BBICHUTH BHea Muts bopuca B TOT
neHb i Het. Ho maxe ecnm Tak, 4To 3TO JoKa3biBaeT? ToJbKO TO, UTO mepeln cMepThio bopuc moxenan B3ISSHYTh Ha
ceiHa. [Ipu »Toit Mbicu cepaue Beponnku cxanocs. HaBepHoe, eMy ObIJI0 O4€HBb OAMHOKO U CTPALIHO.

— JlaBaiiTe, MOroBOpUM O APYroM, — MpeaioxKui Bragumup.

— C yZ10BOJILCTBHEM, — COIJIaCUJIach OHA.

My>k4riHa OTTOJIKHYJICSI HOTaMU OT T0JIa U, He BCTaBas ¢ O(pUCHOro Kpecia, moabexal K ceidy B YTy 3a €ro CTOJIOM.
OTKpBUI €r0 U JOCTal OTTYJa JIMCT OymMaru B Mpo3payHoii mamnke. BepHyics Ha3al, MOJ0XKWI JOKYMEHT nepea BepoHukoi,
CONPOBOANB CBOM JICUCTBUS MPUKA30M:

— Yuralire.

Beponnka Hecmeno mogonBuHya JIUCTOK K cede. UnTana, He BeIHUMAs ero u3 ¢aiina. TekcT ObUT HamucaH MapruKOBOM
pyuHOii. ByKkBBI CKakanu, Haneras ofHa Ha Apyrylo. ToT, KTO 3TO Hamucal, CHJIbHO HepBHUYai. OHa HampAmiack, pa3oupas
mouepk, u mpowna: «f Bce obmyman u peumut. [Ipomaiitey». K ropiny nmomcrymun koM. Ilepen Heit nexana nmpencMepTHas
3anucka bopuca.

— IlepeBepHuTte nUCT, — cKaszan Bnagumup.

Ona Ha aBTOMare mociymanach. B3simach 3a Kpail ¢aiina nBymMs manabllaMd M OCTOPOXKHO, CJIOBHO 3amUCcKa ObLia
OTpaBJICHa, IepeBepHYa ee. Ha apyroii ctopoHe To# e pykoil ObUI0 BhIBeAeHO: «Bepa, mpoctu MeHs. S 60posics, CKOIbKO
Mor. [Ipunuia ouepens Jumen.

B Buckax TouHO 0TOOMHBIE MOJIOTKH 3acCTy4dayii. ITO KPOBb XJIbIHYJIA K ToyioBe. Bepa — tak 3Ban ee Tosbko bopuc. Ona
TEpIeTh He MOIVIa 3TO cokpauieHue ee uMeHu. Kyna Gonbie el HpaBmioch Huka. Ho Bopuc Bcerna orseuan: « Tl most
«Bepa» B cBeTi0€ Oyayiee», U yOpHO MPOAOIKal Ha3bIBATh €€ TaK.

B nocnennne MUHYTBI CBOEH KM3HU OH oOparuaics K Hed. K jkeHIMHe, ¢ KOTOPOH ero BOT YK€ CeMb JIET HUYEro He



cBs3biBaio. Kpome... Kaxercs, ona ceituac ynaget B oomopok. [TomHoe ums ee ceiHa — JImutpuii. Otkyna bopucy 6puic
3HaTh, YTO OHA COKpaTuia ero 10 Mutu? OH HU pa3y ¢ HUM HE BUJIENCS, U BIOJIHE MOT Ha3BaTh /[uMoOii.

— Yto0 3TO 3HAYUT? — COBJIAJIAaB CO CJIA0OCTHIO, TIOMHTEPECcOBaiach BepoHuka.

— Bbl MHe ckaxuTe. Hackosbko OHUMAL0, 3TH CTPOKH aIpeCOBaHbl BaM. Bbl O-IIpeKHEMY YTBEPKIAETE, UTO AABHO
HE BUJIEIIUCH C OBIBILIMM COXHUTEIEM?

— VYr1Bepxkaaro. bonee Toro HactamBaro, yToOBI BBl IPOBENIM paccienoBanue. bopuc Hamekaer Ha yrpo3y ains Mutu
YT0 eciy dTO CBI3aHO C HACJIEIACTBOM?

[TonobHOe 0OBsICHEHHE Ka3ajJoch CaMbIM JOrMYHBIM. Kakue eme MOryT OBITh HMPHYMHBL JUISL TPECcielOBaHUS
MEepBOKJIAaCCHUKA?

— MB&1 pazbepemcsi, — ycniokom ee Bragumup. — Ho HacnencTBo 3/1ech HA IPU YeM.

— Kak 3710?

— Kpome nmoma, a BblI HaBepHsiKa OOpaTuiIM BHUMaHHE B KaKOM OH COCTOSHUH, ceMbs CeBepHHBIX BIAJEET JIUIIb
HECKOJIbLKUMHU y4acTKaMH B 4YepTe€ ropofa, ¢ KOTOPBIX MOJy4alOT CKPOMHYIO peHTY. PaHblie Obula emle TeKCTUIIbHas
¢dabpuka, HO OHa JaBHO 3akpbiTa. Korma-to 3To ObUI0 Goraroe ceMeicTBO, HO Mociae cMepTH Myxa CBerianbl [ eoprueBHbI
OHO MPHUIUIO B yHaJoK. MHe aJlb Bac pa304apOBbIBaTh, BAIlIEMY ChIHY JOCTAJIOCh HE OTPOMHOE COCTOSIHHE, a Kyda J0JTOB.

— He nonumato, 3aueM bopucy nonago0uiaocs cocTaBisTh 3TO 3aBenaHue?

— TaxkoBsl Tpaaunuu. [IpueMHUKOM MODKEH OBITH MY)KUMHA. Bail CbIH €JUHCTBEHHBIA MNPSIMON HACIEIHUK IO
MYKCKOH JIMHUH.

— Bexogut, CBetnana ['eoprueBHa mpeaBujesia, 4To Tak Oyzaer.

— Jlymaro, ona Hazesiach, 4TO0 bopucCy XBaruT ymMma OTOWTH OT TPagULUN, — MPEANonoxui Biagumup. — S Hemioxo
3HAKOM C 9TOU cembei. ['opoa y Hac HeOOIbINOM, BCE IpYT Apyra 3HAIOT.

— Iloxose Ha npaBay, — npodopmoTana Beponuka.

— He paccTtpauBaiitech paHbllie BpeMEHH, — TMOAOOAPHI moJuieckuii. — CKopee BCero, HUKaKOH yrpo3bl JyIst
BaIero ceiHa HeT. CaMOyOMHIIBI YacTO MBITAIOTCS ONpaBAaTh CBOW MOCTYIIOK B MPEACMEPTHOM 3alUCKe, a MOpoil 1 BOBce
MULIYT IEPBOE, UTO B rojioBy B30OpeaeT. Cka3biBaeTcs BEIOPOC aJipeHaINHA.

310 66110 TOX0kKE Ha bopuca. OH Becerna Butan rae-to B odnakax. [lopoit ero hantazuu npuHUMAaIU CTPAaHHBIC U JTaXe
ypouiuBble popMbl. Ho MOTOM K HEMY BO3BpalaIoCh XOPOIllee HACTPOCHHE U BCE OMSATh BCTABAJIO HA CBOM MECTa.

W3 nonuneiickoro ydactka Beponuka Bbinuia pa3outoii. B romoBe Obiia crutomHas kamm@a. BosBpam@rbes B I0M HeE
xoresnock. OHa Mo3BOHUIAa MHTE M, BBIICHUB, YTO C HUM BCE B IOPSAKE, U OH 3aMEUaresIbHO IPOBOAUT BPEMs, pEIIMIIA
IIPOEXaThCs IO OKPECTHOCTSIM.

[Tomyaca xBaTui0 Ha TO, YTOOBI HCKOJIECUTH TOPOJ BJIOJb U MOIEPEK. 3a 3TO BpeMsI OHa YCIesa BIOOUTHCS B €T0 TUXUE
WIOUKH 0e3 KpuYalmxX pPeKIaMHBIX IUIaKaToB. B LEeHTpanpHBI CKBEp C KpAacOYHOM NEeTCKO# Iuiomankoi. B ropoxan,
BEXJIMBO MPUBETCTBYIOMIMX KMBKOM T'OJIOBBI HE3HAKOMYIO JKeHIIMHY. OHa Moria Obl OCTaThCs 3/1eCh HaBCETa U COBCEM Obl
HU CKyyaJja 10 IIyMHOM CTOJIHIIE.

Jopora ynepnach B koBaHble BopoTa. Beponuka npucmotpenacs k Tabnuuke. Cama cyap0a mpuBena ee K KiIagOury.
Ha noxoponax bopuca oHa HM IpUCyTCTBOBAJIA, 3aTO TENEPH y HEE €CTh IIAHC OTAATh €EMY ITOCJIETHION JaHb YBAXKECHUS.

[IpunapkoBaB MallMHy HEMOAAIEKY OT BOpOT, BepoHuKa OTHpaBuiaach Ha MOMCKU CBexkell morwibl. [lo myru ei
nornanach 6alymika Toprymooms nBeraMu. BepoHuka kymnuina OykeT po3 — YeThIpe LITYKH — U BBIICHUJIA JOPOTY K MECTY
3axopoHeHus bopuca.

Moruny oHa oTbickana 6e3 Tpyna. KimanOuime XoTh M ObUIO CTapbiM, MPEOBIBAJIO B XOpOIEM COCTOSHUU. KTo-TO
3a00THIICS O TOM, YTOOBI TPOMTUHKH HE 3apacTaju OYpbsIHOM, IMOIPe3all KYCThI, YHCTHUII CTapble HAATpOOHs.

Beponuka onyctuinach Ha KOPTOYKM M BO3JIOKMJIA I[BETHl HA XOJIM CBEXKEBCKOIAHHOM 3emuid. [lpmkana magoHb K
nmoyse. OT Hee ImesT COBCEM He BeceHHUM X001, [1o koxke moberxann Mypamik.

J1Ba rofa BMecTe, a OHa MOHATUS HE MMeJIa, YTO MYUHJIO 3TOro yenoBeka. UTo 3a cTpaxu ero npeciegoBain? OHa Oblia
yYBEpEHA, YTO TOJIbKO KpalHss CTENEHb OTYasHbSI MOXKET OINpaBAaTh JOOPOBOJILHBIN yxoA U3 *u3HH. CaMoyOuiicTBO — OfHA
U3 CaMbIX raJIKUX Belllel, Ha KaKyio CIIOCOOHBI JIou. MyXunHa, ¢ KOTOPBIM OHa KOTJa-TO MeyTalla CBS3aTh CBOIO CYyIbOY,
HE MOT OBITh HACTOJIBKO ClTaboXapaKkTepeH.

BepoHuka BcTana M NOMbITajdach OTPAXHYTh PYKY, HO CBIPOH TPYHT mpwiun K koke. OH OynTo He Keyaj ¢ Hel
paccraBarbes. CiioBHO 3T0 vacTuiia bopuca xorena HaBek ObiTh ¢ Hell. Torma Beponuka BeiTepna nafoHb 0 100Ky OHa
TOPONMIIACH U30aBUTHCS OT KOMBEB I'PSI3U, TOYHO OHU MPUUYHHSIIN €i 00JIb.

[TocrennenHno B Hel pocio paszapaxenue. Jlomyctum, bopuc penmi, 4ro emy OOJbIe HET CMBICIA KXUTh. JTO €IC
augHoe neno. Ho 3auem BTsArmBarh B 3Ty HCTOpUi0 ee U Mutio? UTO O3HA4alOT 3TU CTPaHHBIE CJIOBa Ha 000pOTe
npeacmepTHol 3anucku? O yem oH ee npenynpexaan? M Heyxenu Hellb3sl ObUIO HammucaTh sicHee?

Kpyrom onnu Bompochl. OHa olmymiana, Kak OHU MOJOOHO POIO ITYesl BBIOTCS BOKPYT Hee, HOPOBS yXaluTh. 3a cels
Beponuka He nepexxkuBana, HO bopuc ynomsanyn ceiHa. « Hactana ero ouepenb», — BOT, 4To OH Hanucaia. OHa cKopee yMperT,
YeM JIOMYCTHUT, YTOOBI C €€ MATbUUKOM YTO-HHOYIb CITy4HIIOCH.



He6o0 3aBosiokiu BHe3anmHO HaOexaBime Tydd. ['psi3HO-cepble W PHIXJIblEe KaK IMOATASBIIMN CHEr OHU HABUCIH Haj
knanoumeM. Kasamoch, ele 4yTh-4yTh W MOMAET JOXIb. XOJION, YTO BepoHWKa 4YyBCTBOBAJIA, MPHUKACASCh K MOTHUIIE
bopuca, mogusncs ot 3emau. CKBO3b TOHKYIO TMONOMIBY Ty(esb OH J00pajics A0 CTYIMHEH, ¥ HOTH MOKPBUTUCH TYCHHOMN
KOXKEN.

Beponuke uynuiochk: eciu BBIIOXHYTb, TO M30 pTa MONAET map, Kak 3TOo ObIBae€T B MOpPO3. A BeIb I'PaJyCHUK C yTpa
MoKa3bIBaJl IUIIOC MATHaAUarb. He Mormia morona tak pe3ko udMeHuThea. OHa 3aeprana JbIXaHHe, He Kejask MPOBEPSTh
CBOIO TEOPHIO.

XKnare npunuviocs Henmonro. Hameren mopsiB BeTpa, u HeOO mposicHHWIOCh. Bce BcTano Ha cBOM MecTa. TOJBKO
Beponuky He mokuaano 4yBCTBO, YTO 3TO ObLIO HEYTO OoJblliee, YeM HempejackazyeMblil pasryn ctuxuu. Hampumep,
IIpeI3HaMEHOBAHHUE.

— Bb1 ObuTH 3HaKOMBI?

Beponunka B3npornyna. OHa HACTOJIBKO MOTPY3UJIaCh B MBICIH, YTO HE 3aMETH/Ia, KaK K HEH MOmoIIea CBSILECHHUK.
[Toxumnoit Myx4rHa B 4E€pHOH psice M0OpOKeIaTeIbHO CMOTpeNl Ha Hee. Y Hero ObUIM TeIUlble TIa3a M YIbIOKa IMOJTHAs
COCTpaJaHusl.

— M1 korna-To 6putH Ou3kH. C TeX Mop MPOLUI0 MHOTO BPEMEHH.

— Ho Bce e BbI 31€Ch, — OTMETHJI OaTIOIIKa.

Beponuka passena pykamu. Eif Heuero ObU10 BO3pa3uTh, a MyCcKaTbCs B A0JITUE OOBSICHEHUS! OTHOCUTEIBHO HACIEACTBA
HE UMEJIO CMBICIIA.

— Br1 3nanm bopuca? — cripocuina oHa, 4TOOBI OAEPIKATH Pa3roBOP.

— Jla, s 1 ¢ ero oTIOM ObLI 3HaKOM. BoT, KcTaTH, €ro Moruia.

CBsILIeHHHK yKa3ajl Ha COCe/Hee 3aXOpoHeHHue, U BepoHuka 3ameruiia, 4To Ha OKallMX HAArpoOHUSX 3HAUUTCA Ta
xe pamunus, yTo y boprca. YuacTok ObUT OTBEJICH VISl OJJHOH CEMbH.

— Ot 4vero on ymep? — 6e3 3a1HEH MBICTTU TOMHTEPECOBaIach OHa.

— OH 3acTpenuics.

I'naBa 5

Kyxust 6maroyxana cBexkeil Bbieukoil. OmuWH W3 MpeKpacHEeWImMX apomaroB B mupe. Kyma mydine ayxoB, KOTOPBIMH
MOJIB3YETCSl MaMa U ee mojapyra. Ax, eciu Obl Tak maxiio Bcernaa. Bot 6pu10 ObI 3710p0OBO!

MuTs OTSAHYJICA 32 MTUPOKKOM K OOJIBIIIOMY OJTFOTY.

— He Tponb, — oxepnyna ero tets Paunca. — Ckopo o6en. [lepedrenis cebe anmeTur.

OH paccTpomICs, HO TIOJIOXKHUI MUPOKOK 00parHo. [0 "ero ke 3TOT anmeTuT ciadeHbkuid. JIrobas Menoub criocoOHa
€ro nmepeOuTh.

UToOBI OTBIIEUBCS OT MBICIEH O MUpOrax MUTS OTBEpHYICS K OKHY. Eciu mpuurypuTh miasa u CMOTPETh MCKOCa, TO
MOXXHO 3aMETUTh TAaHIYIOIMX COJTHEYHBIX 3auMKoB. Kpyribie kak msTupyOJieBble MOHETHI OHHU BHUTAIOT B BO3AyXE, HO
MOYEMY-TO HHUKTO MX HE BUIUT. TONBKO OH U TO MOA ompeneieHHbIM yrioM. HaBepHoe, y Hero ocoboe 3penue. OH B
COCTOSIHUHM BUJIETh TO, UTO APYruM He 1noj cuiny. CoBceM Kak CylepMeH, KOTOPbI yMel 3arisAblBaTh CKBO3b CTEHBI.

MuTts cripbIrHYI ¢ BBICOKOTO OapHOTo cTyia. Jlonro cueth Ha OAHOM MECTe OH HE YMeEll.

— Kyna cobpancs? — murom otpearuponana tets Pauca.

Ecnu ckazare mpaBay, HHA 3a 4TO HE OTIYCTUT. B3pocibie OBIBAIOT JKYTKO MPUCTABYYUMH. DTO MUTS 3HAM IO OIIBITY.
IToaToMy OH moTep I1a3a, 3€BHYJ U IPOU3HEC!

— Cnartp xouy.

— Crynaii k cebe B KOMHATYy, B3ApeMHHU nepe 00e10M, — BEJIMKOIYIHO pa3penmia TeTs Pauca.

CambIM TsDKEbIM OBLIO HE MEepenphIriBaTh Yepe3 CTYNEeHbKH, TOAHUMAsACh Ha BTopoi 3Tax. [1o mpasnae roBops, Murts
HU KarmelbKku He yroMuiics. Hao0opoT BHYTpH KuIlena YHEPTusi, 1 OHA TpeOoBalia BBIXO/A.

Pa3 yx Ha yauiy Henb3s, TO OH oOcienyeT noM. HaBepHsika 31ech macca uHTepecHOro. MuTs mpeacTaBisul cels
WNunnana J[»KoHCOM, OTIPaBUBIIMMCS Ha TIOUCKH JPEBHET0 apTedakTa.

OH Kpasncs Ha LBIIOYKAX MO0 KOPUAOPY, YTOOBI HE BCIYTHYTH CTpaxkeil cokposuiia. Ha myru emy nomanack Tym0Oa ¢
Ba30i, HO OH-TO Cpa3y MOHsI, UTO 3TO XUTpas JIOByILKA. MUTS ynan Ha MOJ U MEPEKATUIICA Yepe3 CIHUHY, KaK 3TO JeNal B
¢uneme Unmnana /[>konc. TobKO CHOPOBKH y HETO OBLIO MOMEHBIIE, Y€M Y U3BECTHOTO MCKAaTeNs MpUKIIoUeHnil. Bmecto
TOTO YTOOBI MPOKATUTHCS PAJOM C TyMOOI, OH C pa3Maxy Bpe3aJics B Hee.

Baza 3amaranace. Heckonbko cexyna Muts, jexa Ha IOy, HaOMroman 3a TeM, Kak oHa OalaHcupyeT Ha kparo. Ho
HUCKYCCTBCHHBIC IIBETHI NMEPEBECHJIM, W Ba3a monerena Ha moid. C TPOMKUM «I3WHB» OHA pa3dmiach Ha MHOXECTBO
OCKOJIKOB.

[Ton xopuagopa ycenBaiu pa3HOLBETHBIE CTEKIISIIKA — BCE, YTO OCTAJOCh OT Ba3bl. MUTS BCKkOUMJI Ha HOTU. BoT emy
Biaetut! OH Opocuiicsa coOuparb OCTaTKU Ba3bl, HO UX ObUIO CIMIIKOM MHOTO, a Y HEro TOJbKO JBe pyku. CKphIBas CJeJIbl
MPECTYIJICHUSI, OH 3alUXHYJ OCKOJIKM 1o TyMOy. TaM ux eme He ckopo oOHapyXxar.



[Tocnenuss yacTUuka Ba3bl IEPEKOYEBaAIa B YKPBITHE, KOTJIa 32 CIMHOW MUTH pa3naics HaJapbiBHBIA Ckpunl. CIOBHO
JKYTKOE UYIIOBHINE Kpaaoch K HEMY, ckpebs kortsmu moi. OT cTtpaxa y MuTu BemoTena criuHa. MOHCTp SIBUJICS HaKa3arh
€ro 3a pa3ouTyro Basy.

MMuTst BCKOYIII Ha HOTH U ¢ KPUKOM TOOEXKaIl K criajgbHe. JlOCTUTHYB IBEPH, OH IOMBITAJICS €€ OTBOPUTH, HO OT y)Kaca
3a0bLT B KaKyl0 CTOPOHY OHa OTKpbIBaeTcs. OH To Jeprai ee K cede, To Toakan oT ceds. Hu To, Hu npyroe He momoraino. A
yIOBUIIE, MKy TEM, MPUOIMKATOCH. [loChpImanuch rpo3HbIe MIETYKH — 3TO MOHCTP KJIalall OCTPhIMH 3y0aMH.

— IloBepHHU pyuKy.

Muts 3acThul. BopunuBelii rojoc npuHaanexan yynoBuily. OH MOCIyIIAJICS COBETa, KPyTaHYll pydKy U BBaJUJICS B
KOMHaTy. 3axJIOHYB 3a cO00# IBEph, MPUBATUJIICS K HEW CIMHOM, 4acTO M MPEPBIBUCTO nblma. [lepen mmazamu riscanu
Pa3HOIBETHBIC KPYTH, COBCEM KaK CONHEYHBIC 3aiYUKH, KOTOPBIMU OH JIFO0OBAJICSI HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Ha3a]l.

U gero emy He cunmenochk Ha KyxHe? OH ¢ TOCKOW BCIIOMHIUT MOTYaiuByto TeTio Paucy. Jla, ¢ Heit ObII0 CKY4HO, 3aTO
6e3omacHo. YK OHa Obl HE TIO3BOJIMIIA YyAOBHILY J0OPATHCS 710 HETO.

JIpIxaHW€e BBIPOBHSJIOCH, MU CTpaX HEMHOTO OTCTymuia. Mute crtano crbiiHo. Muauana JIpkoHc HE HOCHWIICS OBI TIC
KOPUJIOPY, BOIISI Kak IeBYOHKA. OH OBl a1 OTIIOP YyJHILY U HEIIPEMEHHO MoOeauII.

MuTs npukaa yxo K IBEpHOMY IMOJIOTHY, npuciymaincs. [1lo Ty ctopoHy Obiio Tux0. MoXKeT 4yOBHUIlE CIPSTAIOCH B
6epnory? OH npuoTKpbLI ABepb. COBCeM 4yTh-4yTh. TOIBKO UYTOOBI BRIVISIHYTH B KOpUIOp. TaM ObUIO mycTo. DTO MpUIaio
eMy XpabpocCTH.

MuTs BbIIIET U3 KOMHATBl M TYT K€ Moskajen o0 aToM. MoHcTp Obut Ha Mecte. Ilomkuman ero. MuTs OTKpBLT pOT,
4YTOOBI 3aKpUYATh, HO 3BYK 3aCTPSUIH B TOpIIE.

Yyauie ObU10 pOCcTOM ¢ Hero. Bosiockl Ha rojoBe TOpyanu B pa3sHble CTOPOHBL. BMecTo HOT y Hero ObLIM CTpaHHbBIE
MPUCIIOCOOIEHHU S, HATTOMUHAIOIIE KOJIeca MAMUHOT0 aBTOMOOMIIA. Pa3Be 4TO moOMeEHbIIIE.

Uynuille B3MaxHyI0 pyKaMH, OMYCTHIJIO UX Ha KOJIeCca U Hayajao MEIJIEHHO MOBOPAYMBATHCA K HEMY JIUIIOM. MUTIO HE
oOMaHylla ero HamycKHasi HEJIOBKOCTh. BoT ceiiuac oHO oOepHeTcst m OpocuTcs Ha Hero. Jla Tak OBICTpO, YTO OH Jaxe
1103BaTh HA IOMOLIb HE YCIEEIlb.

On ObI yOesxall, HO HOTY He ciylaianuchk. HuxkHaAg yacTh TyaoBHIlia OyATO MpUHAJUIEKAIa HE €My, a JPYTOMY MaJIbUHKY.

Bor noxasajiocs JMLIO MOHCTpA... U B 3TOT MOMEHT MMUTS COBEpIIEHHO ycrokowicsa. EMy XoTenock paccMmesTses,
TaKUM IIynbIM OH ceOs mouyBcTBoBasl. Hukakoe 3To He uynoBuie. Hukto ero He mpecienoBan. MOHCTpOM, Tak €ro
nepenyraBumM, Oblla OObIYHAS CTApyIIKa B WHBATUIAHOM Kpecie. B mkone, rae yuusiacs MuTs, OqUH MalBIMK €371 Ha
TaKOM.

Ona Obla JpeBHEW, Kak J0M, B KoTopoMm xwma. Ceaple BOJIOCHI MOXONWIM Ha makiro. [loxoxke, WX JaBHO HE
pacuecbiBasd. JINIo ObUI0 KaK MOpJa y mapresi — B CKJIaJAKax U MOpIIMHAX.

— 3apaBcTByiiTe, — MuTs nomaxan pykoi. Mama y4uiia ero BEKJINBOCTH.

— J1oOpwlii aeHb, — MpollaMKaja crapyxa u gobaBuiia: — y TeOsl mpeBocxoaHble Jerkue. Kpuuups Tak, 4yTo 5 JUllb
qy/I0M HE OIJIOXJIa.

MuTs nokpacuein. Jlydie Ob1 y ero mo3opa He 0bi10 cBUAeTeNe. OH MOmpoCcu:

— He pacckasblBaliTe HUKOMY.

— Bort eme, — ¢ripkHyna crapyxa. — S moxoka Ha JOHOCUYHKA?

Ona nogmurayna Mure. OT yauBI€HUS OH UKHYIL.

Crapas 1ama okasajlach 3aMeuarelibHbIM coOecenHukoM. OHa mpHIiiacujiia ero K cebe B KOMHAary, U OH pPaJOCTHO
COTJIACHJICS.

— VX 161! — MUTS BOCXHIIIEHHO 00BEJ B3IJISIIOM CITANIbHIO. — BBI TYT kuBUTE?

— Koneuno. ['1e xe eiie MHE KUTH?

— W a10 Bee Bame?

Hukorma mpeksie oH He BUJEN CTOJIBKO Bemleld B ogHOM Mecte. KomHara Oputa OykBanbHO 3aBaneHa. HaumHas ot
MeOenu: JABycHanbHasl KpoBaThb, IBE TYMOBI, TPH KOMOJA, CEKpeTep, OOJBIION CTOJN W elle OAUH YyTh MOMEHBIIE, IMSTh
Kpecel B pa3HBbIX yIiaX M JJIMHHAS JaBKa Y OKHA. [IpenMeTsl 0OCTaHOBKHM HApPOYHO PACCTABWIM TaK, YTOOBI HE MENIATh
WHBaJUAHOMY Kpecy.

CreHbl ObUIH yBEIIAHBI KAPTUHAMH U YepHO-0enbiMu Gotorpadusmu. [1oBcrony qake Ha MOy BRICUIUCH CTOIKH KHUT
u Oymar, Bajsuiuch KopoOku. Kaxercsi, HOBas 3HakoMas XpaHWJIa B CHajbHE Ka)XAyio Belllb, KOTOpas IMolajanach el B
JKU3HU.

Bot 661 Mute Tak! by OH X03SMHOM THTaHTCKOTO JIoMa, cOOpal OB camyro OOJIBIIYIO KOJUICKIIHIO 4ero-HuOynb. OH
ele He pemmy 0 KOHIA, Yer0 MMEHHO. B X 0OJHOKOMHATHON KBapTHUpPKE Tak TecHO. J[J1sg TOro yTo0sl OCBOOOIUTH MECTO
JUISL HOBOM BELIM HYXHO HETIPEMEHHO BBIOPOCUTH CTapyIO.

— Bce moe, — ropao oTBeTmia cTrapyxa. — JTO MoM BocnomuHaHUsA. C BO3pacToM s MHOTroe 3a0bIBaro. DT
0e31enyIIKY TOMOTal0T MHE BCIIOMHHUTb.

— Uro BcnoMHUTH? — MUTS 3aMeTUI B OJHOU M3 KOPOOOK ILTIOIIEBOTO MUIIKY M HATIPABUJIICS K HEMY.



— Hanpumep, Mmoe 1eTcTBO. DTOro MeABEAs MHE TI0IapyJI Tamna, Koraa st ObUla TaKoM jke MaJeHbKOM, KaK Thl ceHyac.

OH c coMHEHHEM TOCMOTpeN Ha cTapylo Jamy. He Bepuiock, uTo oHa Korma-to Obuta pebenkoMm. HaBepHoe, oHa
noryTuiia. MuTs yiabIOHYICS, TOKA3bIBasl, YTO OLIEHHUIT LIyTKY.

— He Bepun? — packycuina ero crapyxa. Ho BMecTo Toro, 4To0bI OTpyrarh, MoTpemnaia Mo rojoBe COBCEM Kak Mama U
ckazana: — Sl u cama yxke ¢ TpyJIOM BEpIO, YTO KOTJa-TO ObLIa MOJOXKE.

— Bu1 Bcerna xunu 311ech? — MUTSI OTIIOKUI MEBEIS M 3apbUICs IITy0’Ke B KOPOOKY MOJTHYIO UTPYIIEK.

— Sl 3mech ponuiack. 31€Ch )K€ U YMPY, — HEOKUJIAaHHO OHA CMEHMIIa TeMy: — Kak 1e0st 30ByT, MaTbuuK?

Murtst BTOpO# pa3 3a JeHb nokpacHen. OH NepeXus CTOIBKO MOTPSACEHUH, YTO COBCEM 3a0bUT MPEACTABUTHCS. A BeaE
MaMa He pa3 eMy oOBsICHsIIa, KaK HaJ0 ceOs BECTU 3HAKOMSICh CO CTApILIMMHU.

OH OTJI0XWJ UTPYILEYHBIN [TOE3]], TIOBEPHYJICSA K CTApPYILIKE U HA3BAJICH:

— Murs. A BbI?

— 30BU MeHs 0a0yIIKO.

— Ho aTo Oyner HenpaBmoi, — MoKavaj OH TOJIOBOH.

— I[louemy?

— V Mmens yxe ectb 6a0ymka Ceeta. OHa mpuTiacuiia MEHS U MaMy MOXKHUTh 37I€Ch.

— VY Takoro 3ame4aTeabHOro MajlbyuKa JIOJHKHO ObITh MHOTO 0a0yIleK, — 3asBUIIa CTApYLIKA.

Omn 3agymaiics. B Tom, 9To oH 3amedarenbHbIii, MUTs He coMHeBajcs. B3tk xoTst 661 Mamy. OHa COTHHU pa3 TOBOpHIIA
eMy 00 3TOM. A MaMma HHUKOTJa HE BpeT. BBIXOAUT, OH MOXET MO3BOJHUTH cebe eme onHy 0alymky? Tem Gornee sta emy
HpaBWJIACh Kyza 0OJIbILE EPBOA.

— Wner. 51 Oyny Ha3pBaTh Bac 6a0YIIKON, — OH MPOTAHYJ PYKY, U1 OHH CKPEIUIIH JOTOBOP PYKOIIOKATHEM.

Koxa y crapoii mambl Obl1a CyXOl M XOJOAHOM Ha OIIyIlh, HO ATO €ro He OTnyrHylno. K aToMy BpeMeHH OH MOHSII, YTO
OHa, KaK rOBOPSAT pedsATa mocrapiie, KIaccHas.

— A moueMy s He BCTpeTus Bac panble? Korjga Mbl TOIBKO MpHEXaIH.

— S mpeamnounTaro ocTaBaThCsi B TEHU, — 3arafoyHo oTBeTuia Oalymka. — OTTyna MeHs He 3aMETHO, 3aTO sl BUXKY
Ka)XJ10T 0.

% %k 3k

JasHo Beponnka He mo3Bosisiia ce0st Oecrioiie3Ho TpaTtuTh Bpems. B MockBe oHa Be4HO Kyaa-To cmenmia. Pabora,
noM, pabota, oM. BriepBbie oHa cTonkHynach ¢ Oe3aensemM. Korna mpoceimaensesi ¢ yrpa U TymMaelb, 4eM Obl 3aHSTh CBOM
JICHb.

BecenHnee coiHIlE paHO MPOKPAIOCh B CHAJIBbHIO, BRITECHUB MPUATHBIN MOIyMpak. BepoHuka oTBEpHYylIach OT OKHA U
HaKpbUla ToyIoBy ofesioM. Ho mox HuM ObUIO HEYeM JIbIAaTh, U OHA ObICTPO caanack. ConHIle TOOeanIIO: OHA MPOCHYIACH.

Jym npugan Goxpocty u cui. TolabKo Kyna X NpuMeHHTh? BepoHuka npoOoBaia momorars Ha KyxHe, HO Pauca ee
nporHana. Muts 3aHuMa’scs UCKIIOYUTENbHO co00i. [IJ1si MaMbl B €70 UTpax HEe HAXOAUJIOCh POJIH.

VYoOparbcss B nome eii He mo3Bomwia Ceernana leoprueBna. [lpu Buie Bemell NEpeaBHHYTBIX C MeCTa XOTh Ha
CaHTUMETP OHA BHaJajla B UCTEPUKY. A TyT €llle KaK Ha3JIo KyJa-TO MpOoIajia Ba3a U3 KOPUI0pa BTOPOro 3Taxa. CKOJIBKO ee
HE MCKalu, Tak U He Hauui. C Tex mop CBEKpOBb IocMarpuBasia Ha BepoHuky c monospenuem. He nHade cuutaer ee
BOPOBKO#. JIagiHO OBI Baza 1Oporo crousa, Tak oHa Jaxe He Obuta GpapdopoBoit. OOBIKHOBEHHOE CTEKJIO.

B nerctBe Beponuka moGmiia Bo3uThes B 3emie. JKajb a1 paboThl B cady 3a AoMoM eme paHo. Ho eil HpaBuioct
T'YJISATh Ha CBeXEM Bozayxe. CleuTh 3a TeM, KaK paclycKaloTcs MOYKU Ha BepOe — Oelble MATKHE TOYHO M3 BaThl KOMOYKH.

Omna nobponuia 1o 0My, 3alMISHYlIa B pa3HbIe YrOJIKH, YOeauIach, 4To €l HUTJE He pajibl, U OTIPaBUIIACh B caJ, T1e
MOIJIa JBIIIATh MOJHOU rpyapto. CTpaHHOE €10, CKOJIBKO HE MPOBETPUBAN KOMHATY, TsDKEJIbIA TyX He ucyesan. Kak ecnu
ObI OH OBUI JBIXaHHEM CaMOro JI0OMa — CMPAaHbIM, IIPONMTAHHBIM MBUIBIO U OegaMu Mpouuibix Xo3seB. Ho cronno nepecedn
MOPOT, ¥ BO3/AYX UYyIE€CHBIM 00pa30M MEHSIICS.

Beponuka nponuiachk B1osib KycTOB po3. Iloka oHM BeIIsaenu orTankuparouie. Kpusble nanku, ycestHHbIE OCTPBIMU
HMIaMU, TSHYIHCh K HeOy, HO CKOpo MmpuaeT ux Bpems. CHauana MOSBSTCS MOJIOAbIE JIUCTOYKH, 3aT€M DPACLBETYT U
3a0iaroyxarot npekpacuslie 1BeTbl. OHa obmia po3bl. Jlaxke MpocTo CTOATH PAIOM ¢ KyCTOM M BOOOpaXkarb, Kak OH Oyner
BBIMJISIETh YE€pPE3 MECSAL U TO IPUATHO.

Cyns o yuCTOTE BOKPYT, 32 CaJIoM yXakuBajiH. XoTena Obl BepoHnka yBUaeTh cajl B JIETHIOIO MOpY. B Takue MUHYTHI
OHa HEMHOTO KaJjena, YTo OHU ¢ MUTel BCKOpe MOKUHYT FOpOJIOK.

BepoHnuka 11m1a B10JIb KOBAaHOTO 3a00pa, KOTrja 3aMeTuiIa MyK4iHY. [Ipo Takux 0oOBIMHOTO TOBOPAT «B3MNIALY HE 32 YTO
3anenuThes». OH cuaen Ha KOpTOYKax mepen sionoHel, cOOKy CTOsUIO BEApO ¢ 4eM-TO OeibiM. My)XunHa Makall B pacTBOP
KHCTb ¥ Kpacuil cTBoJI. PaboTain cocpejoToueHO — Ma30K 32 Ma3KOM — TOYHO XYIO>KHUK HaJ| KApTUHOM.

UroObl He HaMyraTh HE3HAKOMIIa CBOUM HEOXKUJAaHHBIM MOSBICHUEM, OHA M030pOoBajiach U3aajieKa:

— Hobpoe yrpo!

MyxunHa AepHYJCS U 00epHYJICS.

— Mens 30ByT Beponuka. ...



— HoBas xo3siika qoMa, — 3aKOHYWII OH 3a Hee.

— He coBcem, — nomnpasuiia oHa. — JloM IPUHAUIEKUT MOEMY ChIHY, HO OH €Il CIIMIIKOM MaJl, YTOObI YIIPaBUTHCS C
HUM.

— B mobom ciydae s pan 3HakoMcTBY. Cepreif, — MyXK4YHMHa BBITEp PyKH O JDKUHCHI U oaHsIIcs. Cpasy cTajo BUIHO,
Kakoi OH BbICOKMH. — CBeTnaHa ['eoprueBHa mjaTuT MHE 3a YepHOBYIO paboTy. JIpoBa mopyOuTh, JOM mopasararh. Eime st
CJIEXKY 32 CaJIOM.

— BblI pupokaeHHBIA CaJOBHUK, — MOXBajauiaa BepoHuka.

— $1 mo0:1r0 IPUPOAY, — OH YABIOHYICS.

[ToBucna HenoBkas naysa. UToObl 3aM0MHUTE €€ XOTh YeM-HUOyIb, BepoHuKka cripocuiia mepBoe, 4To MPUIUIO Ha yM:

— Yo BHI Acnaere?

— Cmacaro s010HI0. 3aiIbl TOTPBI3IM KOpy. HUYTO OT HMX HE 3anmmmaeT: HU 3a00p, HU oOMa3ka KPOBBIO, YTOOBI
OTITYTHYTb 3ariaxoM. 3UMOH XOJIAT B cajl, Kak K cebe JOMOi.

— Ot10 nomoxeT? — BepoHuka 3arisiHysa B BEApO.

— Bpewmst nmokaxert. [Iponwioii BeCHO# NATH MII0J0BBIX IepeBbEB MOru010, — Cepreil COKpYIIEHHO MOKaYyall TOJI0OBOH.

— Hano npuHrMaTh Kakue-To Mepbl, — BepoHKKa 1 moyMars HE MOTJIa, YTO MUJIBIE C BUJLY 3aH LBl MOTYT JOCTABIISTh
CTOJIBKO HEIIPUSATHOCTEH.

— $1 ayman mpoTHB HUX CUTHAJIbHYIO MUHY MPUMEHHUTh, — YCMEXHYJICS My)XunHa. — PaccTtaBuTh UX BAOJb 3a00pa.
MuHna, Koraa cpabarblBaeT, CBUCTUT TaK, YTO OIVIOXHYTHh HEJOJTO, a MOJ 3aHaBech (peiiepBepK CHUTHAIBHBIMHU paKeTaMu
yCTpamBaeT IMOXJelle HOBOrOfHEro. Y MEHsI 3HAKOMBIM 3THMHM MHUHAMH BOPOB C y4acTKa OTIYIHBall, 4TOO KapTOILIKYy He
BBIKAITbIBAJIH.

— U kak pe3ynprat?

— bonbiie HOoca Ha ero oropox He cyroT. Tak OH elle W YIOB IOJY4WJI: JBa BeApa U Jionara. Bopbl oT cTpaxa Bce
moOpocanu, Korma MUHBI cpabotanu. Ho kak ObITh co crapymkamu. WX ke WHGApPKT XBaTWT, KOTJa IMOA OKHOM Takas
LITYKOBHUHA B30PBETCHL.

— A, mo-moemy, 3To OyaeT naxxe Beceno, — BepoHuka mpencTaBuiia B3pbIB CUTHAIBHOW MUHBI B Kpackax. Muts Obl
BU3KaJl OT BOCTOPTA.

— Bbl mmoxo 3naete Cetrnany ['eopruesny. Becenbe He mig Hee, — Cepreil BEpHYJICS K CBOEMY 3aHATHIO.

Beponuka moTomnTanach BO3JIE HErO €lie HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsi, HO pa3roBop He kiewics. bpocuB 3To Oecronesnoe
3aHATHE, OHA BEPHYJACh B JIOM.

Koporas Bpems 1o o6ena, Beponuka nmozsonmia Mpke. Ta morna 6onrars o tenedony yacamu. K Tomy ke Beponuke
TpeboBascs coBeT noapyru. [locie pazroBopa ¢ 6aTIOMIKOM OHA JIUIMIIACH TTOKOSL.

Jlom Obu1 OykBanibHO yThIKAaH TenedoHamMu. Craphlil anmapar ¢ KpyTsSImMMCs AUCKOM MOXHO ObUTO HalTH IPAaKTHYECKU
B KaXJ0M KomHare. B3mymaii oHa 3amisiHYyTh B KJIQJIOBYIO, TaM OBl TOXE HaBEpHsKa OThICKaics oauH. Ho Beponuka
MOJIHSIIACKH K ce0e B KOMHATY, YTOOBI HUKTO HE TTOMEIIAJL.

Ona cHsita TpyOKy, MPHIIOKUIA K YXY U YK€ coOpasiack HabpaTh HOMED, KOT'/la YCJbIIIaia ToJI0C CBEKPOBHU:

— 1 Xo4y penmTh 3TOT BONPOC, KAK MOXKHO CKOpEE.

— KoHe4yHo, KOHEYHO, — M0 3aMCKUBAKOIIMM HOTKAM OHA y3HaJla HOTapuyca.

Beponuka coOpanach MOJOKUTh TPYOKY U MONOKIATh ITOKA OHU OKOHYAT pasroBOp, HO ciexyromme ciaoBa CBETJIaHbI
["eoprueBHbI 3aCTaBUIIM €€ IPUPACTH K TeIEPOHY:

— MasbuuK JOMKEH MeperTH Mo MO0 eIMHOIUYHYIO OIIEKY, — ’KECTKO TOBOpHUiIa CBEKpOBb. — [103a00TbTECH O TOM,
YTOOBI ATY NPUIKUBAJIKY JUIIMINA POJUTEIbCKUX IIPAB.

— Ho ona xopoias Math, HACKOJIBKO MHE U3BECTHO. HyxxeH noBoa.

— Tak wnaiinure ero. He mue Bac yunth. ChemaiiTe U3 Hee MbSHUILY, TYIAIIYIO KCHIMHY. Jla KOro yromHo, JIUIb Obl
yOpath ee ¢ raa3 J0JI0u.

— Ho kak ke MaJIbuuK? — MOMHTEPECOBAIICS aIBOKAT. — OH BpOJIe TIOOUT MaMmy.

— OH eme pebeHok. Uepes mapy €T oH Ipo ee 3a0yneT, — 3asBujIa CBEKPOBb.

Janpmie ciymars 3TOT koumap y Beponuku He Obuto cuii. OHa Opocuia TpyOKy Ha pbluar M mpuKaia JIaJoHU K
nputaronmM mekam. CepAie KoJIOTHUIIOCh B TPYAN KaK IOCIIE€ KapAUO-TPEHUPOBKH. Y JapOB IBECTU B MUHYTY HE MEHBIIE.

Cretrnana ['eoprueBHa HacTosimas BenbMa! Yibibaercs eif, 6oiaTaeT o MyCcTsAKaX, a caMa CTPOMUT IUTAHBI O TOM, Kak
OTHATH y Hee MuTto. Het yx, He Ha Ty Hanana. CbelH — eAMHCTBEHHAs panocTh Beponuku. OHa paau Hero u xuseT. Hu 3¢
YTO OHA HE MO3BOJIUT UX Pa3IydUTh.

ITonnas peummoctu BepoHuka OTIpaBHiIach Ha IOMCKHM CBEKpOBU. Ta cupaena B TOCTMHOW M IONMBajga 4al W3
¢dbapdhopoBoii Yalku ¢ TAKUM HEBUHHBIM JIMIIOM, YTO IO €€ BHIY HENb3s ObUIO 3arof03puTh, OyITO OHA 3aJyMalia HE4TO
YXKacHOE.

— Cgernana ['eoprueBna, — Beponwuka ymepia pyku B 00Ka, — s BCE CIIbIIIAJIA.

— O ueM peub, MUJIOUKa? — KEHIMHA MOCTaBUJIa YaIlKy Ha MOJHOC U CIIOXKUJIA PYKU HA KOJICHSX.



— O Baiem pas3roBope ¢ HOTapuycoMm. S mpuinia MOCTaBUTh BaC B U3BECTHOCTh, YTO Y BAC HUYEro He BbIMeT. ChIHA
BaM HeE OTJIaM.

— 5l momo3peBana, 4TO C BOCHUTaHHEM Y TeOs mpoOiieMbl. BOT yxe M 10 MONCITYIIMBAHHS UYXKHUX DPa3rOBOPOB
JIOKaTUIACh.

— DTO BBIIUIO CIYYAiTHO.

Beponuka moiimana ce0st Ha TOM, 4YTO oIpaBiabiBacTcs. Kak y CBEKpOBH IoOJydaeTcs IMOBEPHYTh BCE TaK, 4YTO
OKpYKaIoIllle YyBCTBYIOT ce0sl BUHOBAThbIMU B €€ rpexax? [{omkHO ObITh, IpUYMHA B MHTOHALIMIX HEOIOOPEHUS B €€ rojioce,
3aCTaBISIOLMX OKPYKAIOIIMX OLIYIIATH CBOE€ HUYTOXKECTBO.

Beponuka ynpsamo TpsixHyJia roJIOBOM, OTTOHSIS HaBaXKICHUE:

— Bam He cOuTh MeHs ¢ TONKY. Bpl HHMKOTZIA He CMOXeTe J0Kas3aTh, 4TO 5 IJIoXas Marb. JTO He Tak. Jlyuie
OTKQXKUTECh OT CBOEH 3aTEH.

— Yrto MHe Jenarb, g pelly cama, — CBEKPOBb MOAHSAIACH C Kpecliia, BCTaB M0-0COOOMY: TOp/0 BCKHUHYB T'OJIOBY H
BBIIBUHYB NOA00pOIOK BHepea. TpocTh Nullb MoAYepKUBajia MPaBUIbHOCTh OCAHKU. — A BaM, MUJIOYKA, MOJE3HO OyIeT
3HATH: 5 BCET/1a JOOUBAIOCh CBOETO.

CBekpoBb yiuia. JloroHITh €€ U MpoaoJpKaTh crop Obuto 6ecrione3no. C 3TOM KEHIMHOW HENb3s TOTOBOPUTHCS TIO-
XopoluemMy. A 3Ha4uT, OyJeT BOMHA.

Beponuka He puckHyna 3BOHUTH 10 AoMaiHeMy TenedoHny. Eciu ona yMmyapuiach moacaylarh 4y:K0i pa3roBop, TO U
ee MOTYT yciblmarh. BMecTo 3Toro oHa B3siia coToBblii U Habpana Homep Hpunbl. [locne HECKONBKHUX TYIKOB HOAPYra
OTBETHJIA:

— Ipuset! Kak xu3up? HerpocTo ObITH 0OecnieueHHO 1amoii?

Hpka kak o0braHO ObUTa TOJIHA SHEpruu. Ee Becenblil rosoc mpuaan BepoHrnke My)KecTBa, 1 OHA BBITAIAIIA HA OTHOM
JIbIXaHU U

— Marb bopuca xodeT 3a0paTh y MEHS ChIHA.

— Ha xaxom ocHOBaHMN? — MUTIOM OTpearupoBaia Mnoapyra.

— OHU BBICTABAT MEHSI AJIKOTOJIMYKOM WIIM €Ile KEM MOXYXKE, U CYJl JIUIIUT MEHS pOAUTEIBCKHUX MPAB.

— Bort npsinb,— B cepanax Beimanmia Mpka. — He nanukyii. OHa B Kypce, 4To Tede U3BECTHO O ee MIaHax?

— botock, uTo na. A nymana, Mbl yJaguM BCE MUPHBIM ITYTEM.

— He ctpammo, — Beponnka npencraBuiia KpOBOXKaIHYIO YIBIOKY moapyru. — CremnaeM Tak: Thl ceifyac enelb KO
MHe, nofpieM Tebe aaBokara. Crapas mepedHHIla MycTh U HE HaJEesAThCS OfepkKaTh BepX. MBI ee B pa3 MOJIOKUM Ha 00e
JIOTIATKHU.

— CuwuTaenib, y MEHs €CTh IIAHC TOOEIUTH? — poOKO cripocuia Beponuka.

— Yro 3a ynagHuyeckoe HacTpoeHne? Mbl HacoOupaem Tede CTOIBKO MOJIOKUTEIBHBIX XapaKTePUCTUK, YTO HU OWH
Cy/l He ITOCMEeT MpU3HATh TeOs MI0X0H MaTephio. Jaxke eciu cTapyxa ero MmoJKyIuT.

Beponuka no tuxoil ynusHyna u3 1oma. 3a MuTio oHa He BoJHOBajack. Eciin oH Tak HyxeH Cernane ['eopruesHe,
OHa He JIOIYCTHUT, YTOOBI C HUM 4TO-TO cTpsiciock. U emie ona nosepsuia Pauce. Ta yxxe He pa3 cuzaena ¢ peOeHKOM.

Cpa3y 3a moporom ee MoMKUIaN0 MEepBOe UCIIbITaHue. MamnmHa He 3aBenachk. OHa mpoOoBaia U Tak M 3TaK, MAIlMHA
u3aBajga yrpoOHOE pbhlYaHHe, HO MOTOp MouTH cpa3y mioXx. Kaxercs, oTcioma B cronuily xoaui aBrodyc. Hamo Tomnbko
OTBICKAaTh OCTAHOBKY.

Hom crosm Ha oTnmbOe. OT ropoma ero oTnessia mapa-TpolKa KHJIOMETPOB. BepoHHWKE MpeacTosuio MPOUTH X
MEHIKOM.

Ha cepenune mytu oHa moskasiena, 4YTo HE Joaymanach rnepeodyrbes. OducHbie Tydum Ha KaOayke HE TOIUIUCH TS
nerei nmporyaku. OHu OBICTPO HATEPIH MATKH, U BepoHuKa Bcepbes pa3MBIIUIsLIa HE pa3yThes JIU €il.

Ot MBICIICH €€ OTBIEK 3ByK MOTOpA: IO HANpPaBICHUIO K TOPOAY €Xajl 3eJIeHBI yaswK. BeInmsimen oH Tak, OyaTo
y4acTBOBaJl MUHUMYM B COTHU OOEBBIX JEHCTBHIl. BMecTo Kpblli HaTsHYT Ope3eHT, IBepeil HeT, OIHAKO HOC U Ooka
OJIeCTSIT CBEXEH KPacKoil.

Va3uk nopasssuica ¢ BepoHukoil u nputopmo3mwi. 3a pyleM cuiaena HoBbli 3HakoMmblii — Cepreil. OH nepeozencs,
CMEHHMB poOy Ha JDKHHCHI ¢ pyOamkod. OHM UM eMy Kyna Oodbie. BepoHuka oOparwia BHUMaHHE Ha €TO BBITPABKY.
Cauikom poBHO OH AEpKUT civHy. HaBepHska OTCTaBHOW BOEHHBIN.

— Ioase3tu? — npeanoxun Ceprei.

Ona ocMoOTpena HeHaIe)KHYI0 KOHCTPYKIUIO yasuka. Ta Beponuka, 4to xwuia B cronuie u padorana OyxrairepoM HU
3a 4To OBl HE MoeXaJjla Ha pa3BajioXe ¢ MaJlO3HAKOMBIM MYyX4HHOW. Ho HOBas, BbIHYX/IeHHast 00pOThCs 3a chiHa BepoHuka
noaymana: «Jlydme mioxo exatb, 4eM XOpOLIO UATH», U COTIaCHIIaCh.

[TepBble MUHYTBHI B Ya3uKe AaJIUCh ¢ TpyaoMm. Ha myctoit gopore Cepreil pa3orHaics 10 NPUIMYHON CKOpocTH. Berep
CBHCTEN B casioHe. BepoHuka crapanach He TOBOpauMBarh TOJIOBY BIIPaBO, YTOOBI HE BUAETh MEJIbKAIONMX JAepeBbeB. OHa
JI0 CYZIOpOT B MaJibliaX BUEMHIIACH B CHJICHBE.

— Kyna cobpanucs? — Cepreii B OTIIMUHE OT Hee He MpOosBIsLT OecriokoiicTBa. [IpuBkIk k e3/1¢ Ha ManmHe 6e3 aBepeil.



— B cTonuiy mo nenam, — BbiiaBriia u3 cedst Beponuka. — Beicaaute MeHs y Onrkaiiiei oCTaHOBKH.

— 3auem? Mory noabpocuts. MHe Kak pa3 Tyza.

OHa cynopOoXHO CIIIOTHY/IA. /[Ba yaca kommapa HasBy U oHa B ctonuIle. KoHeuHo, 3TO OyAeT CTOUTH €l Maphl CEIbIX
BOJIOC, HO YETO HE CJeJaeillb PaJau ChIHA.

— 3ameyaTesbHO, — BBIMYYEHO YIbIOHYIach OHa. — byny Bam oueHs OiaroaapHa.

— Kak Bam Ham ropoa?

OHHM Kak pa3 Mpoe3Kajd MHUMO T[JIAaBHOW IUIom@au. Ta mpeacrtapisia coOOM MOYTH HICATBHBIA KPYr, B LIEHTPE
KOTOpOTOo pazounu kaym0y. [IpoBHHIIMAIEHOE OYapOBaHUE CKBO3HIIO B KQXKJIOH eTau.

— 37€ech CIIOKOMHO, — Mpu3Hajiach BepoHuka.

— Ilokoil — Hama miaBHasg JOCTONPUMEYATEILHOCTh. MeCTHBIE XKUBYT MO MPUHIUIY «BCE XOPOILO, MpeKpacHas
MapKH3a», YTOObI HU CTPSICIOCH.

— A 4acTo 4TO0-TO MPOUCXOIUT?

— He oco60, — moxan muiedamu Cepreii. — Ho Bce MBI JTFOZI M1 HUYTO YEJIOBEUYECKOE HAaM HE UYXKJI0.

— BbI 1aBHO 311€Ch XKUBETE?

— KopeHHoi1 KuTenb.

Beponuka 3aep3ana Ha cuznenbe. Ee Tak u nmoaMbiBasio cipocuTh Ceprest o npeakax bopuca. HaBepHsika oH noyker
4yT0-TO 3HaTh. OHA KUHYNA B30p Ha MyX4uHy. OH CMOTpen NmpsMo nepes coboii Ha gopory. Bo Bpemst ux mepBoil BcTpeun
CEro/IHs YTPOM OH MOKAa3ajcsi €i pacCyluTeNIbHbIM U YPAaBHOBEILIEHHBIM 4eJoBeKOM. B3BecuB Bce 3a U mpoTuB, BepoHuka
penmia, 4To MOXKET €MY JTOBEPSITh.

— Br1 Ob1TH 3HaKOMBI ¢ Bopucom?

— Hewmnoro. A HegaBHO ycTpomiics canoBHUKOM. Cpa3zy mocie yxoza B 3amnac, — cjoBa Ceprest NOATBEPANIN JOTAIKY
0 €ro BOGHHOM MpONUIOM. — S XOTh 3/1eCh pOMWIICS, HO OOMBIIYI0 YacTh JKM3HU MPOBEN BHE ropona. ToibpKo Tof, Kak
BEPHYJICS.

— Ho BbI, HaBepHOE, CIBIIAIN O €T0 OTLE? — 3alllla OHA U3/alieKa.

— Bbl 0 TOM, Kak oH ymep? — Cepreli BOepBbIe 32 BpeMs B ITyTH MOCMOTPE Ha HEe.

— OO0 »ToM, — kuBHYIa Beponuka. Xopomo, uro Cepreii okazajics CTOJIb NpsIMOIMHEHHbBIM. He moTpebyeTcst 1oiaro
KPYXXHUTb BOKPYT J1a OKOJIO.

— Temnas ucropus, — MYXYHMHA CHOBA COCPEIOTOYMIICS HA JOpore, TeM 0oJjiee YTO OHH YK€ BbIEXaJId 3a MpPeJebl
ropoga, u Tpacca crana oxupileHHed. — OH Bpozme Kak 3acTpenuics. Mms y Hero eme Takoe ObUlo 3a0aBHOE, Kak B
MYJbTHKE.

— Jleononpa, — nojackasana Beponuka.

— Bepno!

Cepreit 3amomnuan. [Toxoxe, oH He coOupalcs MPoIoKaTh pa3roBOP, HO OHA HE JyMala caBaThCs TaK OBICTPO:

— Kak »To npousonuio?

— Jla xto Tenepp moMuuT? Jlet Tpuanare MuHyno, — Cepreit Ha CEKyHIy 3aayMalics, a TOTOM J00aBHJI: — W BEJIb
TOYHO KaK pa3 B 3TOM IOy TPUALATH JIET CO AHS €r0 CMEPTH.

— Ortkyna Takasi TOUHOCTh?

— MHe Toraa mecTHaANATh UCIOTHUIOCh. OCOOBIi st MEHS TO/, BOT U 3aIIOMHHLIL.

EnuHcTBeHHBIN BBIBOJI, KOTOPHIN BepoHuka BeiHECHIA U3 ckazaHHOTO, ObLT 0 Bo3pacte Cepres. COpok IIECTh JIeT.

Ona yxe ObUIO COBCEM Iajia TyXoM, KOTIa My)XUnHa yaapui ceOs 1o 0y U cKasall:

— Bort s ckneporuk! I'maBHOe-TO 3a0bu1. Jeaymka bopuca Bemp Toke Kak-TO TJIOXO M3 JKM3HM yien. [loBecuics,
kaxxercs. He Be3eT cembe ¢ Mmyxukamu. MpyT, Kak OyaTO MPOKIISUT UX KTO.

['naBa 6

MuTts BceM cepiieM MoJroOmT HOByto 0a0ymky. Takoro ToBapuila 1o Mpoka3aM y Hero eime He Obuto. OHuM BMecTe
MPUIYMBIBAIM PA3BICUCHUS, UTPAIM U Becenuiauch. MHOrga emy Kas3aiaoch, YTO CTapyllka B HMHBAJIMJHOM Kpeciie ero
POBECHHIIA.

ITocne 3aBTpaka OH IEPBBIM JEJIOM MYAJICA HAa BTOPOM 3TaX. B KOMHAary-K/IanoByl0, B Hepax KOTOPOU NPATAIOCH
CTOJIBKO MHTEepecHoro. Ha nmHsIX eMy momascs B3ampaBHallHU pPeBOJIbBEp. TSKENbId, C JEPEBAHHON PYYKOH U KYPKOM.
Kanb, myns He Obuo. balyika paspenmia mourparb ¢ peBOJILBEPOM, TOJBKO BeJieia HUKOMY O HEM HE pacCKa3bIBaTh.
Muts o60xan cekpetsl. OH MpeacTaBis ce0s MapTH3aHOM U HH 3a 4TO ObI He packonoics. Jaxe ecnu Ob1 Panca mummine
€r0 MUPOXKKOB.

DTUM yTPOM OH Kak OOBIYHO TOCTyYaJl B JIBEph CHAJbHU, HMCIIONB3YS CICIHATbHBIA KOMOBBIA CTYK. YCJIBIIIAB
«Boitnure!», marnyn B nemepy Anu ba6sl. baOyika cuiena B kpecie y OKHa.

— Tlomoiiau, — OHA MOMaHHJIA €ro ITaIbIEM.

Korna MuTts Bctan psiioM, OHa yka3ajia Ha BEpXYyLIKH JEPEBbEB 32 OKHOM U CKa3aa:



— Bugunb nec? [looGemai, 4To HUKOTIA Tya HE TTOHICIIIb.

— I[louemy?

MuTs o Harype ObuT JIF0003HATENbHBIM MaJIiUKOM. Ecin yxk emy 3ampemieHo 4To-To Jeiarb, He0OXOQUMO BBIICHUTD
C Kakoil craru. MHavye J000NBITCTBO CIPBI3ET €ro, M OH HEMPEMEHHO OTIpaBHUTCS B jec. [IpocTo Tak, 4ToObl HaBEepHsKa
BBbI3HATh, YTO C HUM HE B IOPSTIKE.

— IloToMy 4TO 3TO IypHOI Jiec. B HEM XKUBYT 3JIbIE TyXU.

— 1 He Bepro B T1yXOB, — IMPU3HAJICS OH.

— HeBaxxno. ['maBHOE OHM BepAT B T€0s. DTOTO BIIOJIHE I0CTATOYHO.

babymika mormaguna ero mo rosose. CerogHsi oHa ObUTa 0OCOOEHHO TPYCTHON. MHUTS TaBHO 3aMETHUII, YTO € Kak OynTo
4ero-To He xBaTasio. OHa 4acTo 3acThIBaJla C YHBUIO CBEIIEHHOM IOJIOBOM.

— Kro Takue 3t 1yxu? — oH cell Ha MOJ Y Kpeciia, IPeIBKYIas XOPOIlyi0 HCTOPHIO.

— V¥ KaXJ0ro JIepeBa, Kak M y YeJIoBeKa, eCTh Aylia. Marylka npuposaa co3jaia ux J00pbIMH, HO UHOT/A, €CIIU TOJ
KpOHaMU JiepeBa COBEpIIAETCS 3710, OHO BIUTHIBAET €ro B ce0sl U CTAHOBUTCS OACPKUMO HM.

— 3noM? — menoToM yrouHui Murs.

— Hm cambm. [locTeneHHO 370 Kak OMyXoJdb IMPUTCA M pacTeT B AepeBe. EMy He XBaraeT MecTa M OHO
pacnpocTpansieTcs Aanbine. J[o TeX mop MoKa He 3aXBaTUT Bech Jiec. M Torna oH morpyxaercst BoO Mpak. JIxo00#, KTo mnoiiaer
TYJIATh B TAKOM JieC, pUCKYeT HE BEpPHYThHCA.

MuTs BBITTISIHYN B OKHO. Beero mosuaca Haszaz jiec Kas3aicsi eMy caMbiM OOBIYHBIM. Tereps ke 4yuiIoCh, OYATO CTBOJIBI
MMEIOT HEBUAUMBIE TJ1a3a, a BETKU KaK PYKU TOJIBKO U JKJIyT, KOTJa OH MPUOIU3ZUTCS, YTOOBI CXBATUTH €TO.

— Hu 3a yTo He noiiay Tyaa, — mooGera oH.

— U npaBuibHO. Hewero Tebe Tam fenarts.

Murts yBrIeKcs XKeJNe3HOH Joporoil, cCoOpaHHON M3 HAalJEHHBIX B KOPOOKax Aeraneid. [Jsais, Kak urpymeyHslii mapoBo3
COBEpIIAeT OAWH KPYTr 3a JPYrUM, OH HE MOT BBIOPOCHTH MBICIH O Jiece U3 rojoBbl. Paccka3 6alylku ero Hamyrai, HO U
npoOymusl uatepec. KoHe4Ho, OH HE HapylmT JaHHOE cjoBO. EmMy OBl JMIIb BBIACHUTH MONOAPOOHEE, YTO YKACHOTO
MIPOU30IIIIO MO/ TEM JEPEBOM.

— Yto Tam crpscioch? — MuTs mocmotpen Ha 6a0yiky cHu3y BBepX. C 3TOro pakypca o4t He ObUTO BUHO MOPIIMH
BOKPYT PTa U IJ1a3, U OHA BBITJIs/IETIa MOJIOKE.

— O ueM TBI?

— O nepese co 3710 mymoi. [louemy oo cTano Takum? Ero kTo-to obuzaern.

— Jloaro oOBSICHATh, — OTMaxHyJach 0alyIKa.

BriepBrie oHa 3aroBopuiia ¢ HUM, Kak ¢ peoeHkoM, 1 Muts oouzaencs. Cam oH cuutait ce0st B3pOCIIbIM.

— Ho s xouy nocnymats, — Karpu3HO IPOTSHY OH.

— DTo He s ACTCKUX yiued, — 3asBuia 0alyllka, MOATBEPAUB JOTAIKy. A OH-TO IMOJIarajl, YTO OHA OTHOCHUTCS K
HEMY HE TaK, KaK [IpOYne B3pOCIIbIE.

MuTs nomHsICS ¢ KOJEH, NEePEeCTYIII Yepe3 pelbChl U HampaBuics K ABepu. [lapoBo3uk octaHoBuics 6e3 3aBoja, HO
OH €ro IPOUTHOPUPOBAJL.

— Tol xyna? — oknukHyMa ero 6adymka.

— Cnymtych BHU3, — OTO3BaJICS OH.

— JlepeBo 3abpaso y MeHs OJIM3KOTro 4eI0BeKa, — MpHU3HaIach 0adyIKa.

Murts He gomen g0 nBepu. Ha nmsaTkax oH pa3BepHy/cs K 6a0yIike ¥ yCTaBUJICS Ha Hee BO BCe ma3a. ToibKo MoxyMars:
nepeBo, kpanyee xu3Hu! [logo6Hoe cimydaercs pa3Be 4To B KuHO. U BApyr BOT OHa ckaska, yCcTh U CTpallHas, 3aTo MoJ
camMbIM OOKOM.

— B yriy Bucut ero ¢otorpadmus.

Murts npuaBuHy1 TaOypeT K cTeHe W 3a0paincs Ha Hero. Ha ¢ororpaduu Obuim M300paskeHbl BOE: MYXKUWMHA U
xeHnmHa. OH B yepHOM (ppake u Genoit pydalike, ¢ 3aIM3aHHBIMU Ha3aJ BojocaMu. OHA B BEYEpHEM ILIaThe, PACIIUTOM
KaMHSIMU, ¥ C 3aBUTHIMH JIOKOHAMHU.

— Kr0 312 Tets? — MuUTs TKHYJ NaJbLEM B )KEHIIUHY.

— Or0 1.

OH mocMoTpen Ha CTapyxy, a IOTOM CHOBa Ha KpacaBuily. Hukak He BEpUIIOCH, YTO 3TO OAMH U TOT )K€ YEJIOBEK.

— Jla, — ckazaina 6a0ymika. — Korna-to s 6pu1a Takoii. C TeX mop MHOTO BOJBI YTEKJIO.

— Kyna yrekno? — He noHsn Muts.

— HeBaxHo, — oHa cHOBa MaxHyJa pyKoi. — Tkl Bce €Ilie X04elllb YCIbIIAaTh UCTOPUIO?

— Eme Ob1! — OH CIIpBITHYI HA TIOJI ¥ CHOBA YCEJICS TOJI€ MHBAJIMIHOTO Kpeca.

— MyxunHa Ha GoTorpaduu ObUT MOUM MYXKEM.

— To1 mobmita ero? — nepedun Murs.

— HenocrarouHo.



— Pa3Be MOXHO TIOOUTH KOIr0-TO HEAOCTATOYHO?

— Eme xak MmoxHO. Ecim xouerb y3HaTh, 4TO ¢ HUM CIIy4HIIOCh, HE IepeOuBai.

MuTs NOCIYIIHO KUBHYII U CJIOKHJI PYKH Ha KoJeHAX. OH yMell MOI4aTh, KOTJa 3TO HYKHO.

— Kak yxe ckazana, 1 HEIOCTaTO4HO JroOuia Myxa. OmgHaxapl OH 00 3TOM y3HaJI. DTO MOBEPIVIO €ro B IIIYOOKYIO
revasb, ¢ KOTOPOW OH HE CMOT CIipaBUThCS. HOUbIO OH molesn ryiars B JJeC U He BEpHYICA. S AOATo ero mckana, Ho Korjaa
Ha1wia ObUTo Y)Ke mo3aHo. S Oblia He B cuiiax eMy momoub. Ero He ctano. Sl BuHmna ce6s B ero rubenu u gana cede cioBo,
YTO OCTATOK >KM3HHM IPOBEAY B 3TOM JOME, HH pa3y HE MOKHHYB €ro MpeaesoB. DTO MOs paciuiara 3a NPUYNHEHHBIE
cTpafaHus. Sl caepkana KISATBY, HO 3TOTO OKa3ajoch Masio. B cepiiie Moero cympyra WO CIUIIKOM OOJBINOE 310, U
nopoauia ero . OHO ObLIO CTOJb BEJIMKO, YTO U IOCJE €r0 CMEPTH HE JKeNajo MOKUAaTh Hauml Mup. Yepe3 KOpHH, 3710
BIIUTAJIOCH B JIEPEBO, MO KOTOPHIM OH MOTMO, M HaBEKH moceauiaock B HeM. C rogaMu OHO Kperuio, oKa He BBIPOCIO JI0
TaKOW CTENEHH, YTO CMOTJIO BHIMOJIHUTH MOCIEAHIOI0 TPOChOY MOETO HECYaCTHOTO CYIpYTa.

baGymika 3amonuana. Hemuraronmm B30poM OHa CMOTpeJa Ha JIEC, TOYHO XOTesla CPEAU COTEH OJMHAKOBBIX COCEH
pasriIsAeTh Ty CaMylo, MOl KOTOPOU YMEp €€ MYXK.

Murts cnerka KOCHYJCs €€ KOJ€Ha U MPOILeNTall:

— O yeM oH npocun?

— Yro, Munblii? — crapymka B3aporayna. OHa BIVISIENa TakK, KaK €CJd Obl TOJBKO YTO OYHYIACh OTO CHA M HE
OCO3HAaBaJIa, I/1€ HAXOUTCA.

— Bam My, — HannoMHuJ1 MuUTs1, — 0 4eM OH mpocui?

— Jla KT0 %k Ternepb BCHOMHUT, — C MPEYBEIMUYEHHBIM 0e3pa3inyueM Mokajia OHa Me4aMH.

Ho naxke ceMuieTHEMy MaJFIMKy OBUIO OYEBHJIHO, YTO C MaMAThIO y 0aOyIKH jaena oOCTOST Kynaa Jydlle, YeM OHa
MTOKA3bIBACT.

— 51 661 cpyOmMII 3TO JIepeBO, — 3aMeTHII MUTS, CKIIAJbIBAsI KEJIE3HYIO JOPOTY.

— Tenepp 3TO HE MMEET CMBbICIA, — B3JIOXHYJa cTapyimka. — OHO ycmeno 3apa3uTh Bce BOKpyr. HeBo3moxHO
BBIPYOUTH LIETIBIH JIeC.

— Hapno 6pu10 3TO cenath cpasy.

— Torna 51 OblIa MOJIOION W TIIYIOM M HE BEpHJIa B CKA3KH, — pa3Besia OHA pyKaMu U HanoMHMJa: — He 3a0bIBaid, ThI
o0ela He XOIUTh B JIEC.

— He Oyny, — 3aBepuut ee Muts. — Bbl mo3TOMY BCe BpeMs rpycTUTE?

He noxwnnasce oTBeTa, OH IPOJOJIKHAIL:

— Korna s BeIpocCTy, CpyOITIo BCE IEPEBbs B TOM JIECY, YTOOBI BbI HUKOTIa OOJIbINe HE TPYCTUIIH.

baOymika mocmMoTperna Ha HETO U YJIBIOHYIACh.

— Tw1 cnaBHBIN Manbuuk, MuTs. J{oOpsIii, 0T3pIBUHMBBIA. TakuM U ocTaBaiics.

o obGena oHu uwrpanu B NpATKH. Muts mpsrancs, a 0alymka uckana. ETWHCTBEHHBIM YCIIOBUEM HWTPBI OBLIO HE
CITYCKAaThCs Ha IEPBBIN 3Tak — 6€3 MOCTOPOHHEH MOMOIIM Ty/a HEJIb3sI CheXaTh Ha MHBAJIMIHOM KpecJe.

Bropyro monosuny nmHs 6alymka otabixasiia, 1 Muts Obl1 npegocTaBieH caMm cede. OH uckanm mamy, HO TeTs Pawmce
CKasaJia, 4To Ta yexajla B MOCKBY IO JieaM.

Bce eme Haxomsach moj BIEYarJIeHHWEM OT paccKasza CTapylkw, MUTs OTpaBWJICS Ha OaJKOH CBOEH craibHH. TOT
BBIXOJIWJI HA JIEC M He ObUT 3aCTeKJIeH. JIUIIb Kene3Hble TPYThs OTIACISUIA €ro OT MPOMACTH.

Muts mpubau3uics BIUIOTHYIO K Kparo, YXBaTWJICS pyKaMU 3a THOpY4YeHb M HOATSHYICS BBepx. Jlec Bbicmiics B
KHJIOMETpE OT CTEH JoMa. /lepeBbs CTOSIIM MJIOTHO APYr K APYry, TOUHO COMIIMCH B Kydy Iepej HEBEJIOMON OMacHOCTHIO.
CKOJIBKO OH HE BIVIABIBAJICS B MX OIMHAKOBBIC PS/IbL, HE BUJEN pa3audus Mexay HUMH. OHU BCE CIOBHO ObLUTH CKPOEHBI IO
onHo kanbke. Ha ym npunuia urpa «Haitau gecars oTananing.

«HaBepHoe, 3110€ IepeBO paCTET Ie-TO B APYroi dacTu jecay, — permia Muts. OH ObUT YBEpPEH, YTO OHO HEITPEMEHHO
JIOJDKHO OTJIMYAThCS. MImu COCHBI yMEIOT MacCKHpPOBaThCS?

Emy ObicTpo Hamoen omHooOpas3HbIi Jiec, M OH MIEPEKITIOYIIICS Ha Apyrue npeameTsl. BHu3y poc 0ospbiHUK. Beicokmii
KaK JIepeBO U T'yCTOW KaK KYCT, OH BEPXYIIKOH MPaKTHYECKH J0CTaBaj A0 MepeKkpbITuil OankoHa. Ha omHO#l u3 BepxHUX
BETOK TOKAYMBAJICS TMEPBbIM BECEHHUW JUCTOK. SIpKO-3€J€HbIM, COYHBbIA. MuUTE 10 JIpOKH B KOJEHSIX XOTEIOCh €ro
3aMO0JIy4UTh.

YToOBl NOTSHYTHCS 1O JIUCTA, OH JIer >KMBOTOM Ha MoJ OajdKkoHa M MPOTHUCHYICS MEXAy IpyTrheB. bmaro onHu
pacrnoJylarajJuch Ha NPUIMYHOM pPAcCTOSHUM Jpyr oT Apyra. EMy Hu4ero He CTOWJIO IPOCYHYTh MEXJIy HUMM CHadaia
TOJIOBY, & 3aT€M TYJIOBHUIIE, U HarHyThCs. OH BBITSAHYI PYKY, HO KOHUMKH MTAJIBLIEB JIMIIb CJIETKa KOCHYIUCH JINCTA, HE CyMEB
€r0 YXBaTHUTh.

MuTs nontsHyncs emle HeMHoro Brepea. Ha GankoHe ocTainch TOJNBKO HOTH, OCTajdbHAs YacTh TeJla CBECUJIACh BHU3.
Haxonen, oH 3amony4n sxenaembliit tuct. Ho efBa cxkai ero B J1aJJOHU, KaK 3eMJIsl Hauala CTPEMUTEIBHO MPUOINKATHCA.

Murts nosneren BHU3. [la Tak CTpeMUTENBHO, UYTO HABEPHSIKA pacimOcs Obl HACMEPTh, HE CMATYH MaJeHHE OOSIPBIIHUK.
% %k 3k



Beponuka nmpoena B MockBe ocTaTok THS; 00CyKJajla ¢ aJBOKaroM IUIaH 1o 3aumte B cyae. OT 3apriaTsl OCTaIOCh
HECKOJIBKO ThIcsY pyOneit. [Ipunwiocs ux oTAars. BriepBeie OHA mokalnena, YTO HUYEero He OTKJIaJbIBalia Ha YEPHBIN JICHb.
Ho c ee ManeHbKHUM OKJIaZIOM UM C CBIHOM MOHA100UJIOCH ObI OTKA3aThCsl OT €/1bl, YTOOBI HAKOMUTD MOAYHIKY 0€30aCHOCTH.

Cepreil He TOJIBKO IMO/IBE3 €€, HO U COIIaCHIICS MOAXBAaTUTh Ha oOpaTHoM myTu. Ero mo0poTa U MCKpEeHHEE KeTaHue
IIOMOYb TPOHYJIU BepoHuKy, ¥ 10 1opore Ha3a OHa pacckaszajga eMy O XUTPOM IIAHE CBEKPOBH.

— He nmonumato, 3auem eii Bamr cbiH? — HegoymeBan oH. — OHa U CBOMM-TO HE 0c000 mHTepecoBanack. K uemy e
qyxoun?

— Bce neno B Hacimencrtse, — BepoHuka naBHO Hanuia OTBET Ha 3TOT Bompoc. — Ecmm el ymacres crarb
€IMHOJIMYHBIM OTIEKYHOM MUTH, TO OHA CMOXKET JIeJIaTh C ACHbIaMH Bce, YTO moxkemnaeT. [loka ecTs s, cBoOOaa €€ NelCTBUI
orpannueHa. Tak oOBSICHIII aJJBOKAT.

— Cgetnana ['eoprueBHa — BrnacTHas KeHIMHA. Bectu ¢ Hell BOMWHY, Ja elie Ha €€ ke rmoJjie, OyaeT Helerko. Bam
noTpeOyIOTCs COFO3HUKU. JIFOH, KOTOPBIE CMOTYT PAacCKa3aTh B CY/IE O €€ OTHOIICHHUSX C CBIHOM M UTO OHA 33 YEJIOBEK.

— Jlng »Toro Hy)xeH MecTHbId. TOT, KTO XOpomio ee 3HaeT. Bpsa nu kTo-To U3 3HAKOMbIX CBeTsiaHbl ['eoprueBHbI
ITOMJIET IPOTUB HEe.

— S mory, — npemnoxuia Cepreil. — OHa Bce paBHO MHE HUKOTJ]a HE HPaBUJIACh.

— Brl1 motepsieTe pabory.

— Jla u myT ¢ HeW, — OTMaxHyICsS MyXK4uWHa. — BBl yauBuUTECh, HO paboTa CaJOBHHKA BOBCE HE MPEICT MOMX
MEUTaHUM.

— 3HauuT, HAYMHAEM HEPaBHBIN O0W? — OHA YIBIOHYIIACH.

— Bp1 o0s13aTenbHO nobeaute, — noadoapun Cepreir. — U pa3 yx Mbl Teliepb COIO3HUKH, AaBail IepeiieM Ha «ThD».

Beponnka kuBHyma. B o0miecTBe OTCTaBHOTO BOCHHOTO OHA YYBCTBOBaja ce0s CIIOKOMHO W yBEPEHHO. 3a BpeMs
MOE3]IKA OHA MPUBBIKJIA U K HEMHOTO coinadonckum manepam Cepresi, v K ya3uky 6e3 IBEpeil.

Hecmotps Ha mpotectsl, Cepreii mondpocuit ee mpsiMo K gomy. OHa BBIIIDIA U3 ya3WKa, MaxHyla eMy Ha MPOIAHUE U
HaIpaBUjach K BXOJHOW JBepH, Koraa OTTyda BbliOexkana Pauca. Bua y Hee ObUT HalyraHHbIM, TOYHO OHAa MHUHYTY Ha3aj]
CTOJIKHYJIACh C YEM-TO IOMCTHUHE YKACHBIM, HAIIPUMEP, C KPBICOH.

— Taxkoe rope, Takoe rope, — IpHUMTAIA OHA, 3aJlaMbIBasi PyKu. [lmaTtok Kyxapku cOWIICS Ha3ad, KPYHMHBIC KyIpU
OpEO0JIOM pa3METAINCh BOKPYT JIULA.

Ot GeccBsa3HBIX KpUKOB y Beponuku rynesno B ymax. OHa HUKaK HEe MOIJIa B3STh B TOJK, YTO CIy4UsIoch. He BbIIepkas,
oHa cxBatuiia Pancy 3a meun u kak cinenyeT BCTpsaxHyaa. Ta, HakoHel, yMoikiia, 1 Beponuka crpocuina:

— Yro cTpsiciocs?

— Murenbka ynan ¢ 0aJKoHa.

Y BepoHuKH MOIOMUATUCH KosieHrn. OHa yCTosIa Ha HOoraX JIUIIb OJlarofaps TOMY, 4TO JepKanach 3a TIeUd KyXapKH.

— OH XuB? — OHEMEBIIMMH T'yOAMU TPOIIIETITaNIA OHA.

— JKuB Bamm manpunk, — ycrokousa Panca. — B GonpHUILY TOma ¢ mepeioMoM pyKH.

— Jlo GOJbHUIIEI MUHYT TIATH €361, — cKka3aj Cepreil — HEBOJIBHBINA CBUJIETEIb qUajiora. — MHUTOM JoMYY.

Beponuka Opocwmiace Hazan k MammHe. Bcro mopory mo OonpHUIIBI oHa ymousmia Cepres exarth ObicTpee. Hu
CHUJOMETpP, MOKa3bIBAIOUMN CKOPOCTh OOJIbIIE CTa KUJIOMETPOB, HU PEB BETpa B CallOHE, HU XJIOMaHbe Ope3eHTa Hal
TOJIOBOM €€ HE ITyTallu.

VYa3uk npuTOpMO3UI OKOJIO BXOJa B OOJIBHUIY, BepoHHKa BhICKOUMIIA U3 CAJIOHA, HE JOXKHUAASICH MOJHON OCTaHOBKH.
Omna Tak TopommiIachk, 4To 3a0biia moodnarogaputs Cepresi.

He cHmkas ckopocTH, nomjieresna K CTOMKE perucTpallli, y3HaJIa B KakoW majare HaxoAuTcs MUTS U yCTpeMuiach
Tyna. OTBICKaB HYy)KHbIe HUGPH Ha ABepU, BepoHWKa pacmaxHyia €€ W, TOJbKO YBUJIIEB KHUBOTO M OTHOCUTEIHHOTO
3JI0pOBOT'O ChIHA, IIEPEBEIIA TyX.

— Kax 11, MuTEHBKA? — OHA MOJIE371a ¢ OOBATUSIMHU K CBIHY, CTapasiCh HE 3aJIeTh TUTIC, CKOBBIBAIOIIMI €r0 JIEBYIO PYKY.

— A ynan.

— DT0 5 y)Ke 3aMeTuIa, — OHa MOIIEeTIOBaJia €T0 BO BIAXKHYIO MeKy. — O4eHb 00JIbHO?

— S mouTH He TIaKa, — 3asBua Murs.

— Tol HacTosiumit Tepoit. Ho kak Tl yMyZIpHIICs CBaJIUThCS ¢ OankoHa?

OH Hacynuiics, a MOTOM MPU3HAJICH:

— OT0 1epeBo BO BCEM BUHOBATO.

— Yro eme 3a nepeBo? — yauBuiach Beponuka.

— OHO 3510€, — JOBEpUTEIIbHBIM LICTIOTOM MOBEAN ChIH. — M BeCh Jiec TOXKe 3710 M3-3a HETO.

— Kro Tebe Takoe ckazan?

— babymika.

— Tsl roBOpMII, UTO HE APYKUIIL ¢ 6a0yKoit CBETOM.

— Oro apyras 6a0yIka.



OtBer MuTn noctaBus Beponuky B Tynuk. Hu o kakoii npyroi 6a0yiike oHa He CIbIIaja.

— I'me TBI ¢ HEW MO3HAKOMMUIICS?

— B nome. ['ae x ere, — cbIH ObUT pa3aocaoBaH €€ HeCOOOPA3UTEIbHOCTHIO.

— Ecnu oHa %UBET B IoMe, TOUYEMY 51 €€ HUKOTa He Bujena?

— IloTOMy 4TO OHA MOYTH HE BBIXOJIUT U3 CBOEH KOMHATHI.

[Tpo cebs Beponnka penmiia HEMPEMEHHO Pa3bICHUTH ATOT BOIIPOC, & BCIYX CKa3aa:

— Omna nomryTuia, COTHBINKO. /[epeBbs He ObIBAIOT 3JIBIMHU.

— Eme xak ObIBatoT, — ynopcTBoBai Murts.

UToOBl HE paccTpauBarh ChiHA, BepoHuka commacmnack. K Tomy ke eil mpuiiencs mo aymie 3anpeTt xoauTh B jec. C
MUTHHBIM BE3CHHEM Ha MPUKITIOYCHHS OH €IIe Yero J00poro 3a0myauTcs.

B BoceMb Bedepa ee monpocuiau yiTu. boibHHIA 3aKphIBanack Ha HOYb. Bpau ckasai, 4To eciu Bce Oy[eT B MOpPSIKE,
yXKe 3aBTpa OHa CMOXeT 3a0pars MuTtio nomoii. Konedno, ero Haio OyeT mMpruBO3UTHh HA OCMOTPHI, HO HOUYEBATh OH Oy/IeT B
CBOEH MOCTEINH.

C TsoxenbIM cepieM BepoHrka octaisiia cbiHa, BUHS ce0s B mpousomieaieM. He Hano O6buto goBepsath ero Pauce. C
Yero OHa BOOOIIE B3sJIa, UTO Ta CIIOCOOHA YCJIEIUTh 3a peOCHKOM ?

— Kax moii BHyk? — Csetnana I'eoprueBHa nojaiosuia BepoHuKy B Xoiie, KOrja OHa BEPHYJIACh.

— Ecnu Obl BB HaBecTUIU €T0, TO 3HAJIM Obl OTBET, — OrpbI3HYIAach BepoHuka, yTo He ObLIO Ha HEe HE IMOXOXKeE.
Bcerna BexxmBas 1 TUXas OHA 3a MOCJEAHIOI HEAEIIO CTAJIa BAPYT HECACPKAHHOW U arpeCCUBHOM.

— S cama enBa X0Ky, — CBEKPOBb IPOJEMOHCTPUPOBAJIA €1 TPOCTh.

Ho ee Bux He nmpoussen Ha BepoHuky BreuariaeHus. XpoMora He Memana CeernaHe ['eoprueBHe mepeaBUrarbcs 1o
JIOMY CO CKOPOCTBIO CIIPUHTEPA U OKA3bIBATHCS TaM, I7I€ €€ MEHBIIE BCErO KICIIb.

— Bawm muieBath Ha ero 310poBbe. ClioMaii oH cebe THEM IIeto, Ballla )KU3Hb Obl 3aMETHO YITyUIIIACh.

— YT0 3a IIIyIOCTH ThI TOBOPHIIH, MHUJIOUKA? — (BIPKHYJIA CBEKPOBb. — I 10010 BHYKA.

— BBl HM pa3y ¢ HUM HE MOrOBOPWJIM, HE YACIWIM €My HU MHHYTHI CBOErO APArolleHHOTO BPEMEHU U CMEETE
YTBEpXKIaTh, 4TO JHOOUTE ero? — BepoHuKa ormanena oT CTOJIb OTKPOBEHHOM JIXKH.

— ToanuuHO# M1I00BK HE HYXHBI (hU3nUecKue mposiBieHus. OHa KUBET B CEP/IIIE.

— MeHs ceiiyac CTOIHMUT.

HrHopupys BbITAHYBILIEECS OT €€ aep3ocTu auuo Ceernanbl ['eoprueBHbl, BepoHuka mopHsAnach Ha BTOPOM ATax.
[TneBath cBeKkpOBb XoTena Ha MuTro. HaciaeacTBo — BOT 4TO /Ui Hee BakHO. BepoHnka He yauBUiIach Obl, CKaXXu €i KTO,
410 MUTE MOMOIJIN yHacTh ¢ OaJKOHA.

Beponuka xyonHyna ABEpbl0 B CHAJbHIO M MCTUTEIBHO YIblOHYmMach. OHa eme mokaxeTr cBekpoBu. OtbepeT y
Caetnanbl ['eoprueBHBI caMoe I0pOroe: Te€ OCTATKH JACHET, UTO Y Hee elle ecTh. JIydie Obl cTapast Merepa He BCTaBaja Ha ee
nyru. BepoHuwka Oblia CHOKOWHOM, MMIJION nAeBymkoil. Ho Temeppb, korma ee peOEHKY yrposkaja OIacHOCTh, OHa
MPEeBPATUIIACh B TUTPHILY, YeM HEMAJIO yIUBUIIA caMy ceOsl.

CrnenyroumMm yrpom BepoHuka mepBbIM JEJI0M CIYCTHJIACh B KYXHIO, IEpPEroBOpUTh ¢ Pancoil. Eil He maBaiu mokos
cioBa Mutu 006 ere oHoi 0aldyike.

— Kak cnanocs? — BMeCTO MPUBETCTBUS OCBeAOMuUIach Pauca.

— Cnacu00, HEmI0Xo.

XOTs OHU C KyXapKoW OTKPBITO HE KOH(IUKTOBATH, BepoHHKa HHTYUTHBHO OIIyIliajia €€ Henmpusa3Hb. HenzpecTHO yem
Ta ObUTa BbI3BaHA. BeposTHO, mpemaHHas xo3siiike noma Pamca Bcero-HaBcero paszensyia €€ MHEHUE HacyeT ObIBIIEH
neByliku bopuca.

— 5l xoTena y Bac KO€-4TO CIIPOCHUTb.

— CnpanmBaiite, — pa3pelnmia KyxapKka, IepeKiaibiBas IOMBITbIE 00K Ha O1I10/10.

— Buepa B 6onpHMIIE MUTS ynoMHuHAT 0a0yIIKY.

— W gto ¢ Toro? — nepeduina ee Pawuca.

— Peun nia He o Ceetnane ['eopruesne.

Kennmna 3amsnack. OHa moBepHynTach K BepoHWKe CHUHOW W TMPOMOJDKWJIA BBIKJIAIBIBATh (PYKTH Ha OO0,
COCTaBJISISl U3 HUX XyNOKECTBEHHYIO KOMIMO3ULMIO. J[enana oHa 3TO ¢ MOTYEPKHYTO COCPEAOTOUYEHHBIM BHJIOM, TOUHO OT
TOTO KaK JISATYT SI0JIOKH 3aBHCEIIO Oy IyIiee YeI0BeUeCTBa.

— Koro on umen B Bugy? — nepecnpocuia Beponuka.

Panca nepenepHyina rie4amu, CJIOBHO CTOHSS HAJOEIIUBYIO MyXy, HO CHU30IIUIA O OTBETA:

— Omn, HaBepHoe, 06 N3onbae KapioBhe roBopui.

— DTo eme KTO Takasi? — i1 BEpOHUKHU CTajgo OTKPBITHEM, YTO B JIOME JKMBET KTO-TO €mie. YeCTHO TOBOps, OHE
TOTOBHJIACH CITMCATh BCe HA OypHYIO (DaHTa3uI0 ChIHA. DTO OBUT HE TEPBBINA ClTydaii, KOraa OH MpUIyMbIBall cede apy3eil.

— H3zonpaa KapmoBaa — marb nmokoitHoro myxa Csetnansl ['eoprueBasl u 6a0ymka bopuca. Eit yxxe mom aeBsHOCTO.
OHa NpakTUYECKU HE BBIXOIUT U3 KOMHAThI U HUKOTJIA HE CITYCKaeTCsl Ha NEpBbIid 3Taxk. MIHBanmuiHOE Kpecao He MO3BOJISIET.



B nponuioM roxy ee 4aCTUYHO mapan30BalIo MOCIE UHCYIbTA.

Beponuka mMomua nepeBapuia uHpopmaiuio. J[o yero ke oHa HeBHUMarenabHast! CKOJIBKO €Ile JIOJeH KUBET B ATHX
CTEHAaX, O CyIIECTBOBAHUM KOTOPBIX OHA HE M0J103pEBAET?

— OTO0 BCE CIOPNPHU3BI WIM MHE HAJI0 3HATH €IlIE 0 KOM-TO? — IIOMHTEPECOBAJIACh OHA.

— bonpmie HUKakuX croprpu3oB. Tobko ymosto, He O6ecrokoite M3ompay Kapnosny. Crapyika B mociieiHee Bpemst
coBceM 1uioxa. Eif BomHeHus: H1 K yeMy. Mex 1y HaMu ToBopsi, — Panca moHu3mia roioc, — oHa HEMHOTO Ipubosena.

Kyxapka mokpyrusia naablieM y BUCKa, HAMEKasl, 4TO 3TO 3a OOJIE3Hb.

— He nepexuBaiite, s He Oy/Iy €€ TPEBOKHUTH.

Beponuka cosrana, u coBecTb €€ HM Kaiuid He Mydywina. Kak Tonpko oHa ycnblmana oT Pancel 0 TaMHCTBEHHOM
0aly1ke, OHA MOHsIIA, YTO IPOCTO 00s3aHa ¢ HEH YBUIIETHCS.

N3 xyxau ona ormpaBuiack Ha moucku Mzompapl Kapnoeuwl. El ObUT10 M3BECTHO, IZie PACIJIOKEHBI €€ M ChIHA
KOMHAaThI, a Takxke cnaibHa CBetnansl ['eoprueBnbl. Henonaneky naxogunack BaHHasi. Heoro3HanHOM ocTaBajiach BCETro
ojaHa nBepb. B Hee To Beponuka u moctyvana. OTBeToM eii Oblia TUIIMHA.

— U3onpaa KapiosHa, — Bnoarosioca no3saina Beponuka. MeHbIle Bcero oHa XoTena MpUBJIEKaTh K ceOe BHUMaHUE.
He xBaTtaino, uTo0bI €e KTO-HUOY/Ih 3aCTyKAJ.

WMs moneiicTBOBaJIO, U ¢ TOM CTOPOHBI Hociblmanock: «Boiaure!». Ilpexne yem marHyre B KOMHary, BepoHuka
y0eaunach, 4To KOpUIOp MYCT, U HUKTO HE cleAuT 3a Hel. [lepecTynuB mopor, oHa e1Ba HE CIIOTKHY/Iach O CTONKY KHUTL.
YroObl 10OpaThes 10 CTApYIIKH Y OKHA, OHA IPEO0JI0JIeNIa BCEBO3ZMOXKHBIE MTPETISITCTBUS.

«He cnanpHs, a mabupuHt MwuHoTaBpa», — mnoaymana Beponwmka, — «M kak 371ech HWHBaJUIHOE KPECIIC
pa3BOpaunBaeTCA?».

KomHara kak KpuBOe 3epKajo OoTpaxkaia JIOM, MPUyMHOXkas ero Hexoctarku. OCOOHSK ObLT MOJOH CTapbIX BelleH
JABHO MPHILEIIMX B HETOIHOCTh, HO 3/1€Ch UX OBUIO B pa3bl Oousblne. J[oM, JaBHO HYXIAIOIMICs B YOOpKe, SIBIISICS
00pa3IoM YHCTOTHI IO CPABHEHHUIO C 3TOU CHabHEH.

Beponuka npubiu3uiack K Kpeciay HANpOTHB CTAPYIIKM M IUTIOXHYIach B Hero. OT pe3Koro JBMKEHHS B BO3IYX
MOJIHSITIOCH 00JIaKO MBLIH, OKPYXKHUJIO €€, U OHA YHXHYIIA.

— byns 310poBa.

l'onoc y crapoil >KEHUMHBI OKa3ajlach HA YIMBICHHWE YHMCTBIM, COBCEM HE CTapUKOBCKMM. Pa3Be 4TO cierka
BOPWIMBBIM, Oy/ATO OHa ObLIa YeM-TO He0BOJIbHA. Ellle OHa HEMHOTO LIETIeNIBUIIA U3-3a OTCYTCTBUS 3yOOB.

W3peiToe MOpIIMHAMU JIMLIO HATIOMUHAJIO CMSTYIO MOCje OECCOHHON HOUM MPOCTHIHIO. Takoe jke HeCBeXee U CIOBHO
nokeBanHoe. [lox crars emy ObuTH e U pyku. OZHM TOJIBKO IVIa3a CBETUJIMCH MOAOOMEM JKM3HHM. B HHX mporisisiBana
SHEPTH4, 3arepTasi B HeMOILHOM Teie. ['oay0oit 1[BET ri1a3 He TOMEPK B TE€UEHUE JIET.

BepoHuka TIIETHO BBIMCKHMBAJIA B 3TOM JIMIIE IPU3HAKK CyMaclleCcTBUs, HA KOTOpoe HaMeKHyina Panca. HeyxoxxeHHble
BOJIOCHI IPS3HO-CEPOT0 OTTEHKA, B CAMOM JIeJie, IPUAaBaiu cTapylike Oe3yMHBINH BHJA, HO 3TUM J€JI0 U OrpaHUYUBalIoCh. B
OCTaJIbHOM OHa MPOM3BOJIMIIA BIIEUYATICHHE HOpMaIbHOTO yesoBeka. Ho Beponuka He Obu1a cTosIb HaMBHA, YTOOBI KYTHUTHCS
Ha BHEIIHIOIO aJIeKBaTHOCTD. [Icuxuuecku O0NbHbBIE JIIOIM BUPTYO3HO MPUTBOPSIOTCA.

— Bb1 U3onbaa Kapnosua?

— A TBI HCKaJia KOro-TO APYyroro?

Beponuka moHsia: pa3roBop MpeICTOMT CIOXHBIM. OHa penmia HOpeIcTaBUThCA. BApyr 3TO MOMOXET 3aCiIyXKUTE
PacCIIOI0KEHHUE CTAPYXH.

— Mens 30ByT Beponuka. S — mama Mutu.

Croumno ynmoMsHyTh UMs CbiHA, kak M3ompna KapinoBaa murom k Heit nmoremiena. [loxoke, MuTs Hamen ¢ Hel oOnmi
A3BIK.

— OH 4yzHBII MaJp4MK, a BBl IPEKpPacHas MaTh pa3 BOCIUTAIN TaKOIO CbIHA, — I1OXBAJIMJIA OHA.

— Cnacu6o, — no6naronapuia Beponuka. OHa npunuia cioia He Ui TOTro, YTOOBI BBICIYIIMBATE AU(PHUpaMObI B CBOM
anpec. — BoI B kypce, yTo MuTs ynan ¢ 6aikoHa?

— Jla. YkacHbI HecuacTHBIN ciydail. Hajgerock, oH OBICTPO TOMPaBUTCS.

— OH cKazaJl MHe, YTO B €ro HaJeHWH BUHOBATO JIEPEBO, — OHA BHUMATEIBHO clequia 3a peakuued Mzombasl
KapnoBubl. Haio otnare el nospkHOe: oHa coxpaHsia crokoictsue. IIpsmo xoTh ceifuac Benu Ha nonpoc B ['ecrano. B
ATOM OHA IMOXOIWjIa Ha CBOIO HeBecTKy — CBetnany ['eoprueBHy. O0e KEeHIIMHBI ObUIH CIIETIJICHBI U3 OIHOTO TECTa, XOTS
POJICTBEHHULIAMHU 110 KPOBH HE SIBIISUIMCH. — M 4TO 3TO BBl paccKa3bIBaJId EMY O JIEPEBE.

— BoTt oHo uyTO, — cTapyxa momxkana ryObl, 00ayMbIBas cienyronme cioBa. [locie miuTenbHON mays3bl, BO BpeMs
KOTOpoil BepoHuka TepmenuBo *kjaaida OTBET, Ta 3asBmiIa: — Tebe Tak M OBITH CKaXy MpaBay. Y MEHs HE HOJIY4UJIOCh
CIacTH CBOMX MaJbuMKOB. Hu chiHa, HM BHYKa. MOXKET y TeOs BBIAICT.

— Cnactu ot uero? Yx He oT aepeBa nu? — Beponuka ycmexnynack. OHa Bce cuiIbHEe Bepuiia B Oe3ymue cTapoi
KEHIVHBI.

— He ot Hero. Mcroputo mpo 1epeBo s mpuaymana, 9To0bl OTBAAUTh MATBYHUIIKY XOAUTH B JIEC.



— Mynpo, — BeIHYXeHa ObUTa Mpu3HaTh Beponnka. — Heuero emy Tam nenatp.

— B necy TBopuTCS AypHOE, M IPUYMUHOM TOMY sI. TpyITHO MOBEPUTH, HO KOTA-TO 5 ObLIa YyJ0 KakK xopora. My>KYMHbBI
HE JaBaJii MHEe Mpoxo/a. BHUMaHMe BCKPYXHUIIO MHE TOJIOBY, S CUUTasIa ce0s1 0COOEHHOM.

— He By B 3TOM HUYero aypHoro. [IpakTudecku kaxaas KpacaBuiia MHUT ce0s1 0COOCHHOM.

— Bepno. Tonbko 310 onmmoOka. S camasi uTo HU Ha ecTh oObuHasA. Kpacora Mosi, Kak BUIUIIb, yBsijIa, a 0€3 Hee HUUero
He ocTtanock. Korna MHe ObUIO IIeCTHAIATh, sl BBIIUIA 3aMYyX 3a oOecrieueHHOro Myx4uny. Oco0oit 100BU K HEMY 5 He
UCIIBITHIBAJIA, HO U OTBPAILEHUS TOXKE, a TOTOMY KaK0e-TO BpeMs Mbl 1axke ObuTH cyacTiuBbL. Yepes roa poauscs Jleononb.
A eme yepes mapy Jer s 3ackydana. JKu3Hb B OOJIBIIOM JOME C MYXKEM U CHIHOM Ka3ajgach MHE OIHOOOpa3HOM, U 5 Hayania
MCKaTh Pa3BIICYCHHUs HA CTOPOHE.

— BblI u3mensimm myxy? — BepoHuKa nmoaMBHIIaCh CMEJIOCTH 3TOH KEHIIMHBL. Bo BpeMeHa €e MOJIOIOCTH HM3MEHa
cuUMTasach 4eM-TO M3 psAfa BOH BbIxomsmmMm. Hamo Obuto oOmajnarh HEAIOKMHHOW CMENOCTHIO, YTOOBI PEHIMTHCS Ha
no1o0HoE.

— Hwmenno. M3mensna. S cunpHO 3aBpasiach, M OMHAXBI Bce BCKpbUIOCh. Hukorma He 3a0ymy miaza myxka. OH Tak
CMOTpEJ Ha MEHSI, TOYHO 51 KUH)KaJl EMY B CEpALIE BOH3MIIA.

— U kak oH moctynun?

— OH noBecuics.

N3onpaa KapioBHa moBepHylach K OKHY. BepoHuka mnpocnenuina 3a ee B3MIAA0M. Ta cMoTpesia Ha pacKUIUCTYIO
COCHY, PACTYILYO Ha TPaHUIIE JIeCa U MOJIs.

— Ha toM camoMm aepeBe, — yKaszajga Ha COCHY cTapyxa. — YTOOBI 5, MPOCHYBIIMCH MOYTPY OJHA B CYNPYKECKOH
MOCTENH, BRIVISIHYJIA B OKHO U YBHEJIA, YTO HATBOPUJIA.

Beponuka coiotHyna. CrpammHo npeacTaBUTh, YTO JOBEJIOCHh MEPEKUTH 3TON KeHIMHE. OT TaKOro HEI0JITr0 COMTH C
yma.

— B TOT neHp, Korma Myka CHsUIM C BETKH, s oOpekisia cebs Ha J0OpOBOJBHOE 3aTBOPHUUYECTBO. DTO ObLIa MOS
pacruiaTta 3a rpexu.

— CKoipK0 BaM Torna OsuIo j1et?

— JIBaauaTh 4eThIpe.

— U ¢ Tex mop BbI HE BBIXOAUTE 3a MpEEIbl 1oMa? — nopas3uiach Beponuka.

— Panblue 1 rynsina no caay, HO TENEPh AaK€ TO MHE HEIOCTYITHO.

BepoHnka omHOBpEMEHHO COYYBCTBOBAJAa M BOCXUINAJIACH CTOMKOCTBIO CTapOM >KCHIIMHBL J[OJDKHO OBITh, BHMHA, YTO
OHa olIyIIana, OblIa Yepecuyp BeIHKa.

— S magesnach WCKYNMUTH 3710, YTO NpUYMHUIA. MoW MyX He ObUI TUIOXHM 4eJIOBeKOM, He momymai. [Ipocto
HEKOTOPBIE BEILM HEJb3s IPOCTUTH. Y MUPAsl, OH MPOKJISI MEHSI U MOUX IOTOMKOB.

— Ipoxksnan? — He noBepuiia ymaM Beponuka.

— Moii cbIH, @ TOTOM M BHYK IOKOHYMJIA C COOOW B BO3pAcCTe TPHUIALATHU IISTH JIET, KaK 3TO CIYYMIIOCh ¢ HUM. Takoe
xKe Oymayiee oxugaeT 1 MuTio.

['naBa 7

[Tocne 6ecenst ¢ M3onpaoit KapnosHoit Beponuka yoexnana ceds, uyto crapyxa cnstiiia. CioBa 0 MPOKISTHH HE UTC
WHOe, Kak Opexa BocmaneHHoro pasyma. [IpaBa Obuta Panca. Ho ckonpko Beponuka He TBepauia cebe O MOMEIareIbCTBe
CTapyxH, JIEr4e €l He CTAaHOBUJIOCH. [laske pu3pauHas BEpOATHOCTh TOTO, YTO NPOKJIATHE OKAKETCA MpaBAoOM, IPUBOAUIIA B
yKac.

HeBo3MOXHO cniucaTh Ha BBIAYMKH HEHOPMAaJbHOW TpeX MEpPTBBIX MYK4MH. HeoOxonumo BeIICHUTH Bee aetanu. Het
rapaHTHi, 4YTO OHU OyAyT MMEHHO TaKMMH, KakuM ux onucana M3onpna Kapiosna.

OkpbuieHHas 3TON MBICIIBIO, BepoHHKa oTIpaBUiIach B €IMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, I11€ €l MOIVIM IIOMOYb — B IOJIMIIECKUN
yuactok. [Toexana Ha «PeHo», eme Buepa nounHeHHoe Cepreem.

BnaaguMupa oHa 3actajna BBIXOIAIMM W3 31aHUs nomuuuu. OH Iepkan myTh K ciaykeOHOMYy aBToMoOmI0, BepoHuka
OKJIMKHYJIA €ro:

— Bononas, MHe Hazo ¢ BaMU OTOBOPUTS!

— He Oecnokoiitech, — ynbIOHYIICS My)kunHa. — 3a0yasre 0 Hamel nponwioi O6ecene. S 3akpbut aeno. OTHBIHE Bac
HUKTO He obecrnokouT. [1Iokoi B 3TOM ropojie IIEHST IPEBHIIIE BCETO.

OH cnimcan ee BCTPEBOXKEHHBIM BHUJI HA BOJHEHHS TTOCIIE JA0Mpoca, HO 3a uepeaon coOsTuii BepoHnka ycmena 3a0bITh O
HEM.

— IlomoruTe MHe, oXxayiicTa, — NONpOCcuia oHa, TorHaB Biagumupa.

— Bcewm, uem cmory.

— $1 xouy momonpoOHee y3HaTh UCTOpUIO ceMbru CeBepuHBIX. [0BOPAT, uTO ned u oter; boprca Toke MOKOHYUIHU C
COOOH.



— Ortkyna takas uabopMaIusa? — y4acTKOBBIH BHHMATEIBHO IMOCMOTpEN Ha HEE, a MOTOM MPOTSHYIT: — A, BBHI,
JIOJDKHO OBITh, TO3HAKOMUWIKCH ¢ M3ombpnoit Kapnosuoii. Ona Bpoge MecTHOM AocTorpumedareabHocTu. Crapyika JaBHO
BBDKMJIA U3 yMa. S ObI Ha BallleM MECTE € He BEPHIL.

— 3Ha4UT, €€ MY HE IIOBECHUJICS HA COCHE PSJIOM C I0MOM?

Bnagumup 3amsuics. [ToBopoT 6ecenipl SBHO ObLT €MY HEPUSTEH.

— Cronbko BpeMeHHt npouwio. KTo Teneps ckaxkeT, Kak TaM BCE Ha CaMOM JIEJIE CIYyYHIIOCH.

— Ho 10mKHBI K€ COXPAHUTHCS KAKUE-TO apXUBbI?

[Monuueiickuii B3AOXHYIN U ¢ 0OpEUEeHHBIM BHIOM IIOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— Ot MeHs BbI 4ero xoture?

— MHe Heo0X0JMMO 3HaTh, KaK OHM MOTUOIU. BO3MOXKHO, OT 3TOT0 3aBUCHUT KH3Hb MOETO ChIHA.

— Tonpko He roBOpuUTE, YTO BEPUTE B MPOKJIIATHE, — BraguMup noMmopumics.

— Tax BbI 0 HEM chbIanu!

— Jla Bech Topom o Hem ciblmat. Tonky ot 3toro? Ilpoknarue — crpanmika s nerei. UToObl B Jec TYISITh HE
XOJIUJIM ¥ POAUTENIEN CIIyLIAInCh. Bl ke coBpeMeHHas xeHImHa. OTKya B Bac 3To cyeBepue?

— 51 He roBopuIia, UTO BEpIO B MPOKIIATHE, — OTBeTHIIa BepoHuka. — S mpocTo xouy pazoOpaThCs B CUTYallHH.

Bramumup nansuamu BeIOHI 6apabaHHYIO Apo0b 0 KarloT aBTOMOOWIISI U IPOU3HEC!

— Xopomo. Eciu BaM Heo6xonuMo 3HaTh BCIO UCTOPHUIO OT Hayaia 10 KOHIA, 51 TOPOIOCh B IOKYMEHTAX U MOETIOCH C
BaMHU HaxoakaMmu. [Ipemiarato noy>xMHaTh CETOJIHSI BEYEPOM.

— YxuH? — nepecrnpocuiia Beponuka.

— Yro Bac yguBnsger? S mpumiamaro Bac Ha YKHMH. Pa3 y)k MHe NpUIETCS TPAaTUTh CBOE BPEMS B apXUBE, TO s
3aCIYKUBAIO BO3HATPAKICHUE: Y)KUH C KPACHBOM KEHIIMHOM.

— D10 cBUgaHue?

— Jla, — 0e3 OOMHSKOB 3asSBHII OH.

— JloroBopuiuck, — cornacuiach Beponuka. Bragumup — npusTHBIA MYXX4YWHA, Y’)KUH C HUM HE OyJeT UCIIbITAaHHUEM.

— 3aey 3a BAMHM B BOCEMb.

[Tonmuneiickuii mompomuaics U cel B MallMHy. BepoHuka npoBo/uiia aBTOMOOUIIb B3MISAOM U HEPBHO Moexuiack. OHa
y’Ke 3a0bl1a, KaKOBO 3TO — XOJUTh Ha CBUAAHHUSL.

Ocrarox AHs mpoien B 00bMHBIX xinonorax. OHa 3abpana Mutio u3 6onbHuLbL. CBernana ['eoprueBHa mpuriacuia
JUIs BHYKa HAHIO. OHa MO-pe)KHEMY HE MPOSBIIsIa HHTEpeca K MaJIBIMKY, HO OYJIeT JIU 3TO yIUThIBaThes B cyae? Heyxenu
HSIHS B TJIa3aX 3aKOHA CIIOCOOHA MepeBECUTh OECCOHHBIC HOUU MaTepu?

B cemb Beponnka Hayama coOuparbcst Ha cBuaaHue. JKaab, OHa HE Jorajnanachk B3sTh ¢ cO00M muiarke. OTKyma ObLIO
3HaTh, YTO €€ Nnpuracat Ha ykuH? [lepepsiB mkad, oHa MOHSIIA, YTO HAIETh € MPUAETCS WK MOBCETHEBHBIC [UKMHCHI MITH
oducHyto 100Ky. 1 mepBoe, u BTopoe CMOTPENOCh OJMHAKOBO yooro. B Takux Hapsigax XoaaT Ha paboTy, a HEe Ha CBUJIAaHHE.

C BepxoM gena obcrosun eme Xyxe. Becero onna mpunmynas 6myska. UTo K, o KpailiHel mepe, eil He mpuiercs
My4YHUThCS ¢ BbIOOpOM. [IpukiansiBas k cebe moouepeHo TO 100Ky, TO JXKUHCHI OHA HUKAK HE MOTJIa OIPEIeIUThCS.

— Murts, — okJMKHY/1a BepoHuka urparomiero Ha KpoBaTu CbiHa, — Te0e 4To 0OJIbIle HPaBUTCS?

— Cunee matbe. To, uTo Ha OpeTenbKkax, — He MOJAHUMAs T'OJIOBbI, OTBETHUJ OH.

— MHe Toxe, — npuyHbuia oHa. — Ho s ocraBuiia ero noma.

— A kyna o1 uaenmn? A ¢ keM? A Thl Hafgoaro? — MuTs 3abpocan ee BompocaMu, M OHa TToXKaJelna, 4To o0paruiiach K
HEMY 3a COBETOM.

— Crynaii k cebe, — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHA HE BbIAEp Kasia U BHIIPOBOJMIIA ChIHA B ero KoMHarty. [log 0ok k HsHeE.

[Tocne nonrux meranuii Beponuka Hajena 100Ky, B Hell oHa X0OTst Obl BRIVISIIUT KeHCTBEHHO. Ecnu He nmpuauparbes K
cepomy IIBETY TKaHH, TO I00Ka eil naxke unet. [lomuepkuBaeT okpyribie Oe/pa U CTPOHHBIC HOTH.

BepoHnuka pacmycTuiia BOJIOCH M ToAKpacuiia ryosl. [lepes BbIXomoM ele pa3 NpuaUpUYUBO OCMOTpEIIa ceds B 3epKao.
[Tocnennuii pa3 Ha CBUJAHWM OHA ObUTAa TOma ABa Hazad. B ToT pa3 Bce momnwio He Tak. C TexX mMop B €€ JIMYHOU KU3HH
HACTYIUJ JIEAHUKOBBIN nepruof. OTHOLEHUS ¢ MY)KUMHAMM MOKPBUIMCH TOJCTBIM CJIOEM cHera. JlaBHO mopa B3siThb B PYKHU
JonaTy U OTKOIATh UX.

Cepalie B3BOJIHOBAHO TpPEIETAN0, MOKa OHA CIyCKaiach IO JIECTHUIE. Braaumup xnan y ciay:keOHOH MammHbl. Bok
6emnoiif «Bonruy nepecekana CUHSSA OJI0CA CO CIIOBOM «ITOJIULIMSI.

— M1 noeziem Ha Heil? — Beponuka dyBcTBOBajia ceds He B CBOCH Tapeske, TOYHO 3aKJIIOYEeHHAs, KOTOPYIO JTOJKHBI
ObUTH TPAHCIIOPTUPOBATH B TIOPHMY.

— He cunras Hagmucu, aBTOMOOMIIb HUYEM HE OTIMYAeTCs OT APYTuX, — Bliagumup OTKpBUI epea Hel 1Bepb. — A
10 YaCTH CKOPOCTH MOKET JaTh (GOpy HEKOTOPHIM HHOMapkaM. Ha Hell cTouT nBuxok oT « ToHOThD».

Ona KuBHYJa, CJIOBHO IIOHSUIA O 4eM peub. BnaguMup ropautcs cBoei ManmHoi. Hano npuHATh 3TO KaKk JaHHOCTD.

— V¥ Hac cKpOMHBII BBIOOp MECT Ui pa3BlI€UEHUs, HE KaK B CTOJIMLE, — CKa3aj MY>KYMHA, HO IOTOM paccMesics U
MOTIpaBmII cedsi: — Hales, ¢ YeM cpaBHUTH. Ha Bech ropo BCero-to ofHa AUCKOTEKA, PECTOpaH Jia mapa YINYHbIX Kade.



— Taxk kyna me1 enem? B pecropan, kade i Ha AUCKOTEKY?

— S mogyman, 4To Ha AUCKOTEKE MBI HE CMOXKEM MOTOBOPUTH. ISl yIMYHBIX Kade BedepoM eine npoxinagao. Ocraercs
pecropas.

— IlpekpacHslit BEIOOp, — yibIOHYTach Beponuka.

Pecropan npustHO mopasuin. BepoHuka He paccuMThIBajla HaTKHYThCS B IMPOBHMHUMAIBHOM IOPOJKE HA 3aBEJICHHUE,
odopmIIeHHOE ¢ U3BICKaHHBIM BKycoM. [lepBoii accormanueii Opi1a Poccus Hagana aBaanaroro Beka. Ee moOumas amoxa.

Crenbl 3aJ1a ObUTH BBIKpAIICHBI B IPUATHBIN I m1a3a O0exeBblid BeT. [10TONOK ykpamanu po3eTkaMu U3 rumca. Ha
CTOJIMKAX JIeXkaIu HaKpaxMajeHHble ckarepTu. Ha kaxaoM CTOsI0 Mo pe3HOMY MOJICBEUHHKY.

Onna G6ena: Beponuka B roOKe-KapaHJalle U HEB3pa4yHOW OJy3ke 4yBCTBOBajia ceOs 37ech HE K MecTy. B momoOHoe
3aBelieHre MIPUHATO HAJIeBaTh BeUEepHEe TUIAThs ¢ OpUIUTMAHTOBEIM KOJIbE, @ He Haps | Oyxranrepa.

— Ilouemy BBl HE TpEAYNpPEaNIA, YTO Mbl MOMJEM B IIMKAPHOE MECTO? — MIEMOTOM cHpocuia oHa y Bragumwupa,
MOKa TOT BEJI €€ K CTOJIUKY.

Ona OykBaJbHO KOXKEH oOlyIana B3MISIbl HapsSHKEHHBIX JaM U UX KaBanepoB. OTKyda OHU TOJIBKO B3SsUTUCh B THUXOM
ropojke?

— B cronuiie Bbl, HaBepHOE, U HE B TAKUX 3aBEICHUSX OBbIBAIIH.

Beponuka npeanouna caenars BUJ, 4TO TaK OHO M OBbUTIO. XOTS 32 BCIO )KM3Hb OHA OT CHJIBI TOCETHIIA C IECATOK Kade,
Jla ¥ Te ObUIM HE BBICOKOIO KJlacca.

Ee cnyTHUK OCTaHOBHUJICS OKOJIO CTOJIMKA M OTOABUHYN CTYl. JlaBHO BepoHuke He Oka3blBalli TAKOTO BHUMAHWUSIL.
bopuc makcumym Ha yTO OBLT cIOCOOEH — MEPBON MPOIMYCTUTH €€ B MOABE3[. DTUM €ro yXa)KMBaHUS U OTPaHUYMBAJIHCE.
HeunsbanoBanHas My)KCKMM BHUMaHHEeM BepoHuKa pacTasiia OT mapbl FAJIAHTHBIX KECTOB.

Ot npemiokeHHOro BiaguMupoM maMMmaHCKOTO 3akpykuiack ronoa. Ha Bpemsi oHa BBIKMHYNIA W3 TOJIOBBI BCE
3a00ThI. 1 B IEpBYIO 04Yepe/Ib MBICTH O IPOKJIATHH.

VYKUH 1IeJT CBOMM YepeIoM, KOTZia Ha HeOOJIBIIYIO CIIEHY B YTy BBIIUTA MY3bIKAHTBI — BHITOHO OTJIMYAIOIIMECS OT TEX,
YTO MOIOT XWUTHI MAHCOHA. JKuBas My3blka HamoJHWIAa 3ajl. B OCHOBHOM 3By4yaiu CIOKOMHBIE 3CTPaJHbIE KOMIIO3UIUU
MPOLUIBIX JIET B aBTOPCKON apaHKUpPOBKEe. BepoHHKe mokas3aliochk, YTO OHa Iolaja Ha KoHUepT. McnonHenue ObUIO CTOB
TaJaHTJIMBO, YTO XOTEJIOCh, T03a0BIB 000 BCEM Ha CBETE, MPOCTO CITYIIATh.

Tarydane HOTBI MEJIOAUHN 3aBOPAXKMBAJIM, BBOAWUIM B TPAHC, CJIOBHO HalleB 3aKJIMHaHUs. BepoHnka cama He 3aMeTHia,
KakK Hayalla MOKauuBaThCA UM B TAKT.

— IloTaniryem?

Bomnpoc 3acran ee Bpaciuiox. Bnagumup, He 1aB €i OIIOMHHUTBLCS, BCTal M3-3a CTOJNA U MPOTAHYI pyKy. Huuero He
OCTaBaJIOCh, KaK NPUHATHh npumiameHue. OH BbIBEJ €€ Ha CEPEIMHY 3alla, 1€ HECKOJIbKO IMap YK€ KPYKWUJIOCh B TaHIIE,
nprkal K cede W OHU BMECTE 3aCKOJIB3IIIM MO MapKeTy. Bmamumup okazancsi mMpeKpacHbBIM mapTHepoMm. Bce dro
TpeboBanock oT BepoHuku: paccnabuThCs M MOAYMHUTHCA. M BOT yxe OHa, HE ymes TOJKOM TaHIIeBaTh, KPY)KHJIach B
mo00uu BajbCa.

3a cTonuk BepoHuka BepHYyIach O4apOBaHHAsI TAHLIEM M CBOMM CIIYTHUKOM. ONIOMHMIIACH OHA, TOJIBKO KOTZAA MOIATIN
JIECEPT, U BAPYT MOHSIIA, YTO JBA Yaca MOTpaTUiIa Ha OOITOBHIO HU O YEM.

— Tb1 Hamen cBeieHHS O TOM, KaK yYMEpJW Mpajel, A€l M OTell MOero chiHa? — mepebmia oHa Bmamumupa Ha
nosrycnose. K 9ToMy MOMEHTY OHU TIEpEIlTd Ha «ThD U BEJIH ce0sl KaK cTapble 3HAKOMBIC.

— A s Bce nymail, KOoraa Tbl BCIOMHHIIb.

— PacckasbiBaif, — notpeboana Beponuka.

N on pacckazan. IlepBbiM B ouepenn pOKOBBIX CMEPTEN, MpeciienyronmXx ceMbio CeBepUHBIX, 3HAUMIICS MY 30516161
KapnoBHbl — ApHOIB,.

On ObuT Ha JBamIATh JET crapiie cynpyru. ObecniedeHHbIM MY)KUYHWHA, BUAHBIA COBETCKHI MapTUWHBINA AesTenb. OH
HMMeEJ HE MaJIblid BEC B OKPYTe.

B cBoro ouepenp cemHamarmieTHss Kpacapuna M3omapaa cnaBunack OyiHBIM HpaBoM. CTapOXUJITbl TOPOAKA OTIMYHO
MMOMHUJIM 3Ty mapy. Eie B 1eHb cBap0bI MHOTHE MPOPOYMIIM UM MpadHoe Oyayiiee. Tak U CIyqduiioch.

VnuuuB KeHy B U3MEHe, ApPHOJb] HE BbIHEC MM030pa U moBecuics. JKemass OonbHee paHUTh W3MEHUMILY, JUIS
caMOyOMiCTBa OH BBIOpaj JEpeBO pPSIIOM C OKHOM uX oOmei cnansHu. IlepBoe, uro yBuaena moyrpy M3ompma —
pacKauMBaIOIMIICSA HAa BETKE TPYI MYyXkKa.

MecTHbIE TOTOM TOBOPHUIIM: 3TO 3PEJIMILE TaK MIOKUPOBAJIO MOJIOAYIO KEHIIMHY, YTO OHA TpOHYJIach ymMoM. M3ombpaa
obpekita cebst Ha TOOPOBOJILHOE 3aTBOPHUYECTBO, HE TIOXKEJIAB CPYOUTHh POKOBOE JIEPEBO, & OCTABUB €T0 KaK HAIIOMUHAHUE O
CBOEH JIETKOMBICIIEHHOCTH.

— Ha »stom wucropus WM3onpael KapimoBHbl 3akaHuMBaeTcs. Xoyelllb CHYIIATh Jajblie WX JUIsl ONHOTO pasa
JocTaToyHo? — cupocuia Bragumup.

— Ilponomxaii, — nonpocuna Beponuka. — S nomxHa 3HaTH BCe.

— Hy, pa3 nomkHa, — pa3Besn pykaMHu MYyKYHHa.



Crnenyonmi akT TpareAuu pasbIrpayicsi CIyCTs ABAALATh BoceMb JieT. Jleomonbay — chiHy M305babpl 1 ApHOJBIA —
ObLIO ceMb JIeT, Koraa nmorud ero nana. OH Garonoiy4Ho BEIPOC 0€3 0TI, MPOAOJIKHII €0 Kapbepy U Aa)Ke MPHUYMHOXKHII
COCTOSIHUE CEMbH, KEHUJICS, Y HErO ponuics chiH. B ceMbe He ObLIO ckaHAanoB uiu Heypsaul. Ho Ha cnenyroumii neHb
nocie Tpuauarunatwierus Jleomonpaa Hanwi B kaOuHeTe 3acTpeneHHBIM. [IpoBomumiioch paccienoBanue. Pesynbrarsi
ObUTH HeyTenmTeIbHBL. [10 BceMy BBIXOIUIIO, YTO OH MOKOHYHII C COOOM.

— Ho TbI cam ckazai, 4To MoBOJIOB /JIsl CaMOYOUICTBa y HEro He ObUI0, — BMelajiach BepoHuka.

— Bpone mumdero Takoro He Hamum. Ho mromum mpocto Tak cebe B BUCOK He crpensior. Bepro? Cembsi Oblia
yBakaeMasl, UMeJla MHOTO BIMSATEIbHBIX 3HAKOMBIX B crosinie. CeeTnaHy ['eoprueBHy MeCTHBIE BIACTH M0OOAWBAJIHCh,
IIOATOMY JEJI0 MPEAIOYUIN 3AMSTh.

— Bpen xakoii-To, — nmokavana rojgoBoit Beponuka. — A ecnu 310 youiictBo? Ero Beib MOTJIHM 3aCTPENUTB.

— OH ocTaBull NpeACMEPTHYIO 3aIMMCKy, — OTMEII €€ Npeanonaoxenus Binagumup. — O TpeTbeld CMEPTH ThI 3HACIIIE
11000JIbILIE MOETO.

— Bce eme qymaenb, 9to s obmanack ¢ bopucom nepes ero KOHYMHON? — MOrpycTHENA OHA.

— YecTHO roBops, MHE Bce paBHO. EcTh cBHAETENb, KOTOPBIM BHUAEI, KAK OH caM NPBITHYI 1o Kojeca. OcTtanbHOe
HEBAXKHO.

— bopuc ObLT cCOBEpIIEHHO HE MOXOXK Ha CBOMX NPEAKOB, — MpHu3Hanach BepoHuka. — Tbl ToBOpUIIL, OHH OBUTH
JenbuaMu. B HeM 3TOT CTEp:KeHb OTCYTCTBOBAIL.
— Ero B3pocible rofpl IpULUIMCh HA IEPECTPOUKY U TPEBOKHBIE JACBIHOCTBIC, — 3acTynuics Biagumup 3a bopuca.

— B T0 Bpemst Ob1TO TpyIHO HAWTH ceOs.

— Ilo-MoeMy, OH HE CHJIBHO MCKaJl.

— Ho TbI moueMy-TO MpOKHUIIa C HUM JBa r0J1d, — OTMETHII OH.

— W nmaxxe BbIuIa OBl 32 HETO 3aMYX, He OpOCh OH MEHsI, — MpHU3HaIach oHa. — Moeii caMoil 3aBeTHON MeUTO# ObLUTO
UMETh CeMbl0. Sl BbIpociia B IETCKOM JoMe. MHe Tak X0TeJIoCh UMETh IJIeH0, Ha KOTOpoe s Moriia Obl onepeThes. Yenoseka,
KOTOpPOT'0 MOTIJIa Ha3BaTh POJIHBIM.

— U bopuc ctan nepBbIM, KTO IPEATIOKUI Tede 3T0, — Aorajajics MyKUnHa.

— Jla, — xuBHy/1a Beponuka u 106aBuia: — 3TO IMOTOM S MOH:JIA, YTO OH Ky/la CUJIbHEE MEHS HYXJIAJICS B TBEPAOM
miede. Hac o0beIMHUIIO OAMHOYECTBO, HO MBI TaK HUKOIZIA U HE CTaJlM MO-HACTOALIEMY POOHBIMH JtonbMu. U Bce xe
bopuc caenan MmHe camblii JOporoi noAapok B ku3HU. OH nogapui MHe ceiHa. C TeX Mop s He OfHA.

— Ts1 GowIIbCS, YTO €CIM MPOKIATHE peaabHO, €T0 CICAYIOIeH >KepTBOH OyneT MuTs, — O03BYYHJI €€ OIaceHUs
Brnagumup.

— Sl me Mory ero nmorepsTh, — npoiienrtana Beponnuka. OT CTONb y)KaCHOU MEPCIIEKTUBBI OOJIET0 CEepIlle.

— Tebe He 0 ueM TpeBOXKUTHCA. Jlaxke ecli MPOKJISATHE CYLICCTBYET, 10 TPUALATH IISITH JIET TBOEMY MAIBIMKy HUYETO
HE IPO3HUT.

— Tel npeanaraems MHE CIIOKOMHO JOXAAThCsl POKOBOM JIaThl, YTOOBI BBISICHUTH MOATBEPSATCS MOU CTPaxXy MM HET?
— BO3MYTHJIACh OHA.

— A yto emie Tebe ocraeTcs? Ecnu mpeamnoiaokuTh, YTO NPOKISATHE PEalbHO, Thl BCE PAaBHO HHYETO HE CMOXKEIIb C
HUM TOJIeNIaTh. DTH BEILM 3a MPEJAEIOM YEJI0BEUYECKOTO BIUSHUSL.

— 5] He Bepro B MUCTHUKY, — 3asBHIIa BepoHuka.

— Torma 0osTECS HEUETO.

— Ho 5 Bepio B ¢akTbl. Tpoe MyXUUH U3 OTHOW CEMbH MOKOHYHJIM C cO0O0i B OTHOM U TOM ke Bo3pacte. Ecnu aBe
CMEpPTH €llle MOKHO CIIHCaTh Ha COBIAJEHUE, TO TPU — ITO YK€ 3aKOHOMEPHOCTh. Sl He JomyIy, 4ToO0bl MUTS MOMOIHUI
3TOT CIIMCOK.

— W 9To0 THI HAMEpEHa AenaTh?

— Ecnun monanobutces, yBe3y €ro Tak Jajeko OTCIOAA, KaK TOJBKO cMory. UToObl Jaske Ha3BaHUE HTOTO TOpoza IMpH
HEM He yromMuHajoch. U Oymy HafesTbesl, YTO BMECTE ¢ ’TUM MECTOM U3 €ro KU3HH HABCETla MCUE3HET MPOKIIATHE, YeM Obl
oHO HHU ObUT0. HO criepBa 51 X04y BBISICHUTb, YTO 31€Ch TBOPUTHCS.

%k 3k sk

Beponuka npocHynacs pano. Ha rpanune Houn u nHa. CrianpHIO 3aTONMII CEPBIM CBET — NPEABECTHUK paccBera. Bee
BOKPYT Ka3aJ10Ch CIUNIETEHHBIM U3 CU301 ABIMKU TyMaHa.

OHnHa noTsHynach, 3eBHY/Ia, OTKHHY/IA ofesio U BcTana. [lomonma x okHy. bockle HOrm 340511 Ha TOJIOM IOy, U OHA
no/pKajia maiblbl. Bsjno momymana o TOM, YTOOBI BEpPHYTbCSI Ha TEIUIbIA M MATKUNA KOBEp, HO C MECTa HE CIBUHYJIACH.
C0BHO 3arMITHOTU3UPOBAaHHAsI OHA HE MOIJIa OTBECTH B3IVIA OT KPOMKHU JIECA, OTUYETIMBO BUIHEIOLIEHCS U3 OKHA.

OnHo U3 AepeBhEB BRIIEIUIOCH HAa (oHE ToBapuIneil. Ero ¢cTBo ObUT Mpe Apyrux, BETKU TOJIIE, KpoHa Tyie. Jepeso-
noaroxuTenb. CKOJIBKO e eMy J1eT? BepoHuka, He Moprasi, 10 pe3u B INla3axX BCMarpuBaiach B ero odepranus. [lo Tex nop,
IOKa B3MIAJ HE 3aTyMaHWICS OT cie3. IMEeHHO B TOT MOMEHT €l MOYyIuiIoCh ABM>KEHUE mof aepeBoM. OHa mpuIIbHYIA
7100M K OKHY, 3aJiepKalia IbIXaHue, YTOOBI HE 3aI0TeJI0 CTEKJI0, U CMOTpelia, CMOTpeia, CMOTpena. ..



VYnopctBo ObUIO Bo3HarpaxaeHo. HeoxugaHHO oOHa Bce TaK YETKO pasmisaena, OyATo KTO-TO MpUOIH3UI
n300pakeHue npu nomoum OnmHOKIsA. OHa yBHUJIENIa BEPEBKY, 3aBA3aHHYIO Ha OJHOM M3 KpenmKuX BeTBed. Ta cBHcasia BHU3,
BUJIACH BOKPYT IIEH MY>KUMHBI, AYIIMJIA €ro Mof1o0HO pykaM YOUHIbL. A OH, OTKHMHYB I'OJIOBY Ha3a/ U BbIBAJIUB CUHUM SI3BIK,
packauuBaiicsi Ha BeTpy. Horu GHIIMCh O CTBOJ ¢ CYyXUM TPECKOM, B JJAKUPOBAHHBIX TY(IISIX OTPaXKaIUCh IEPBbIE OTOIECKU
BOCXOJISILIETO COJIHIIA.

Ha yxacHyio 1010 ceKyHIpI BepoHuke MmoKasaaock, YTO €ro ma3a ¢ paclMpeHHBIMHU 3pauKaMH U 00eCIBeUeHHBIMU
CMEPThIO pagy’KKaMU YCTaBUJIMCh NMpsAMO Ha Hee. He moMHs cebst OoT cTpaxa, OHa MOMATUIIACH Ha3al, CIOTKHYIACh O Kpai
KOBpa U, IOTEPSIB paBHOBECHE, 3aBAJINIIACh HA3al.

['naBa 8

B ronose ryneno Tak, CIOBHO K KaXKJIOMY yXy IPHJIOKHIIN 10 MOpckoil pakoBuHe. Lllym mpubost HapacTan, moka He
JIOCTUT HaUBBICILIEH TOYKHU U HE TIpEBpaTUIICs B rosioc Paucel

— Hano x ObU10 Tak Bcex MepemnoyionmTh, — OopMoTalia Ta, — Yy MEHsI OT €€ BU3ra YyTh 3aUKaHUE HE CIyYHIIOCH.

— Uewm GontaTh MOMYCTY, JTy4Ille TPUBEAN €€ B UyBcTBA. He XBaTaeT TObKO, YTOOBI 3Ta IEBKA CIOXJIa B MOEM JIOME.

B 3mom okxpuke Beponmka Oe3ommbouno ompexaenusa uHToHanmu CBeTnanbl ['eoprueBHbl. Kto eme mor cronsb
TporarenbHO 3a00TUThes 0 Hel? C KaXkIbIM JHEM aHTumnarus K marepu bopuca Bo3pacrana. Ha mecte ee myxa oHa ObI
TOXE 3aCTPENIUIIach. DTO KAKUMHU KEJIE3HBIMU HEPBaMU HaJI0 00J1a1aTh, YTOOBI Y)KHBATHCS C TTOAOO0HOM KEHITMHON !

Crowsio momyMarh O MOTHOIIEM CBEKpe, Kak BepoHWKa BCIIOMHMIIA CBOM TayumoIMHaiuu. OHa pacraxHyla BeKH H
pe3ko cena. OT nepekUToro Kommapa Teao coTpscai 03Ho0.

— Ouyxanacb, — KOHcTaTupoBaia Pauca.

Beponnka mauko o3upanach 1mo cropoHaMm. Hemomamexky oT KpoBaTth Bo3Bblanach Pamca. B pykax y Hee ObLn
(hTaKOHYUK C HANATBIPHBIM CIHPTOM. /[Beph crmaibHU ObUIa paclaxHyTa HacTexXb. V3 Kopuaopa 3a HEW 30pKO cleuiia
Csetnana ['eopruesHa.

— CnenoBano npeaynpeauTh Hac, YTO Thl OJIBEPKEHA TyHATU3MY, — 3asBUJIA MTOCIECAHSIS.

— Yemy? — xpuruio nepecnpocuia Beponuka.

— CBoMMM KpHUKaMU Thl YMYIPWUIUCH TepeOynuTh Bech NoM. Pamca Hampia TeOs Ha MOy HEMONAlIeKy OT OKHa.
BepositHo, Tl X012 BO CHE.

— MHe npuCHHUIICS TypHOH COH? — BepoHUKa ¢ TOTOBHOCTBIO YIIETTHIIACH 32 3TO OOBSICHEHHE.

— JlypHBbIE CHBI y BCEX CIIy4aroTcsl, — ycnokomsia Panca. — D10 Bce OT HEPBOB.

— Joxwunu, — npoBopyana CBernaHa ['eoprueBHa, mpexae ueM yiTH, — B COOCTBEHHOM JIOME HEIIb3s pacCiIabuThCA.

Beponnka Ha mapy ¢ Paumcoii mpoBomuiu ee HempussHEHHbIMH B3Dsimamu. Cernana [eoprueBHa oOmamana
MOpa3UTeNIbHBIM J1IapOM MOBCIOAY Ha)XXMBaTh BparoB. Eciu cpa3y mocne npue3aa BepoHuka MHUIA, 4TO Kyxapka IpeaaHa
X03sliiKe, TO Ternephb ObLJIO OYEBUIHO: OHA TepIeTh ee He MoxeT. Ho 3apaboTHas miara mokphiBaeT HEJAOCTAaTKU CBAPIMBON
XO35IUKU.

— MHue nopa 6exats. Yepes nmonvaca 3aBrpak. C Bamu Bee B mopsizke? — Pauca yiapiOHyach.

Ha nmamstu BepoHHKH 3TO CIy4rsIOCh B MEPBBI pa3 ¢ MOMEHTa WX 3HAKOMCTBA. A eIlle OHA BIIEpBBIC BUJENA ee Oe3
miaarka. Y Hee OKa3alWCh Ha YIWBICHHE KPACHUBBIE BBIOIIMECS BOJIOCHL. 3aBUTYMIKM KAITAaHOBOM BOJHON 0OpamIIsiIn
Kpyrioe auno. Topyaiu, HeMOCIyIIHbIE, BO BCE CTOPOHBL.

«OHa xopoleHbKas, — moaymana mpo ceds Beponuka, a BCayx ckaszana:

— Koneuno, unure. S B mopsiake.

Kyxapka 3akpbuia 3a coboii n1Bepb, 1 Beponuka nepedpanach ¢ mojia Ha KpoBarb. UyBcTBOBasia oHa cels Tak, OynTo
ryJisila HOYb HanpoJieT. BuieHne OTHIIO BCe CUJIBL

OHa HM Ha MHT HE COMHEBAJAaCh, YTO MOBEHICHHBIA €W MOYYAMIICS, HO Ja)ke B Ka4eCTBE CHA OH ObLT ykaceH. Bcemy
BUHOM pa3roBop ¢ Bomopeiil. Ona Bcerna Obiia BriedatauTenpsHoi. Hacnymmanach BCAKUX HEOBUTUI] M BOT pEe3yibTar.

CTpIIHO MpPU3HATHCS, PYKH BCE eIl Apokaiu. YToObl yCIIOKOUTHCS, OHA MPUHSIA TOPSYUIN IYIIL, a TTOTOM JIOJTO Mepe
3epKaJioM BHYIIANIA ce0e, YTO TIYIbIA COH HE CTOUT €€ HEPBHBIX KIJIETOK.

MMIpoBH3MpPOBaHHBII CEAaHC MCUXOTEpAllUM MPHUHEC IJIOABI — CJEeAbl NAHUKU CTEPIUCh C Jula. B TakoM Buze He
CTBIITHO TIOKA3aThCs JIIOIIM, 1 BepoHuka BbIUIa U3 crnanbHu. [1o myTn k aBepu oHa 00OTHYIIA OKHO IO AyTe, Iep:Kach OT
Hero nopanbine. He To 4ToOBI OHA BCcephe3 onacanach, YTO MPUTPE3UBIIHMICS €1 MOBEIICHHBIN MO-TPEKHEMY PACKaYHBACTCS
Ha COCHOBOH BETKE, HO BBISICHATH 3TO HABEpPHSKA HE XKejaa.

[Ipoxoast MUMO rOCTHUHOM, OHA 3aMeTuja B okHe Ceprest 1 BMECTO CTOJIOBOM HAINpaBUIach B Cal.

— Kak cnanocs? — 3ameTuB ee, nountepeconascs Cepreit. — Crblmani, Thl yCTPOUJIA MEPENOIoX.

— Ortkyna Thl 3Haenb? — nopasuiack Beponuka.

— Pauca oana u3 nepBbix cruieTHUL. He yauBiIioch, eciiu yxe Bech ropoji B Kypce TBOMX HOUHBIX TTOXOKICHUM.

— He ObUTO HUKAKUX TOXOXJACHHH, — moMopumiack oHa. — OObMHBIA KommMap. Haciymanack HakaHyHe TIpo
caMOYOUIAII, BOT U CHUTCSI BCAKAs Taf0CTh.



— MecTHbIE OJUIEHCKHE MACTEPA PACCKA3BIBATh CTPAILIMIKH.

HoBocts 0 ToM, uTto Cepreil B Kypce npo yxuH ¢ Bomoneit Beponuka BocnpuHsuia paBHOAyIHO. [lonpuBbikia k
MECTHBIM MOPSAIKAM.

— U koro Tb1 Busena? — nounrtepeconaics Cepreil.

— IloBemienHoro, — npu3Hagach Beponuka.

— bbn y Hac onuH moxoxuid ciydaif, — ckaszan Cepreif. — [locnanu omHoro cosjjara TpaBy BOKpYr ¢oHapeil Ha
pyIexKKe CKOCUTbh. Jlamu eMy OOBIYHYIO KOCY, a MOBEpX JOKIEBUK, YTOOBI TOKb HE 3aMo4iil. M TyT Kak pa3 BbIpYIUBAET
camoier Ha monocy. Conaar, Kak IOJIO)KEHO, OTXOAMT, YTOObI HE MeNaTh, U CTOUT C KOCOM B KaIlIOIIOHE, MaIleT
MPUBETINBO YKkunaxy. [Ipunuiock netunkam cBsizarbesi ¢ 0230 U MOMPOCUTH OTO3BATH COJIAATA, MTOKA MACCAXKHUPBI OT TAKOM
KapTUHBI HE NTepeayMaIi JETETh. Tak 4TO KOMY ITOBELICHHBIE MEPEIIATCS, @ KOMY CaMa CMEPTb.

— Cnacubo 3a paccka3, — Beponuka kucno ynsioOHynachk. — IIpusTHO 3HaTh, 4TO s HE ofHa Takas. Ho uto mMHe ¢
3THUM J€eJIaTh?

— C yem uMeHHO? — He noHsu1 Cepre.

— C npoxisitueM, ectecTBeHHO. He Mory ke s MpocTo 3aKphITh IVIa3a Ha 4yepeidy CTpaHHBIX cMepTeil. Tem Oonee,
Korgaa y Mutu ecth BCe IAHCHI IPOAOIKUTH CITUCOK.

— XM, — co0eceTHUK C YTPIOMBIM BHUJIOM BOIMJI KMCTOYKOH IO CTBOJY SI0JOHU, — 51 He momuieickuii. [Touemy Obl
Te0e He MOMPOCUTH COBETA Y HETO?

— OH cuMTaeT, y MEHs HET MPUYUH JIJIsl OTIaCEHUS.

Cepreil OKHHYI ee 3alyMYMBBIM B30pOM, TOYHO MPUKHUIBIBAS B YME CTOUT OHa TOTO, YTOOBI €ii MOMOTarh WM HET.
Beponuka pactsHyna TyObl B o4apoBareibHOM YibiOke. OHa OTYassHHO HYyXKZajach B coro3HuKe. Kak Obl el He Obul
cuMnaTuyeH BonoJs, oHa mpeKkpacHO MOHMMAJIA, YTO B 3TOM JIEJI€ OH HE OMOIIHHUK.

— S Obl Ha TBOeM MecTe, — cmumiocTuBmiIcs Cepreil, — BBIICHHJI A Hadaja, 4To TOJIKHYIO bopuca Ha
camoyouiicTBo. OH yMmep coBceM HelaBHO. Pa3y3HaTh 00CTOSATEILCTBA €ro THOeH OyIeT MPOIIE BCETO.

— BepHo, — mienkHyna naasiaMu Beponuka.

B sy camyro cekyHy B can BoirisiHy1a Panca. YBuaeB BepoHuky, oHa mpokpuyana:

— 3aBTpak roToB.

U Tyt ke ckpbuiack. Cepreii ¢ BepoHUKoW neperyissHyIuch, U My)KUYMHA CKa3al:

— Bot tebe nepas kanaugarypa ans gompoca. Paiika pabotaer B jome JIET JeciTh, HE MEHbIIE. A MOCIEAHNUE TOMbI
Bopuc, kak u ero 6abka, mo4YTH HE TOKUAT ITUX CTCH.

Bce To Bpemsi, uTo anmuiics 3aBTpak, BepoHuka ¢ Tpymom cumena Ha mecte. [{axke ee chH Ben ceds criokoitHee. MuTs
COCPEIOTOUEHO €Jl TPEYHEBYIO Kallly C MOJIOKOM, 3aefast ee Oynkoi ¢ MaciaoM. OH SIBHO HUKYJa HE TOPOMUJICS, a TOTOMY BCe
ele MpoxoJiKall JKeBaTh, KOTJja OCTaJIbHBIC BCTaBaJHM HM3-3a CToJa. BepoHuKe eiBa caep)kuBajach, YTOObI HE MOTOPOIHUTH
ero.

Hakonen, MuTsi OTOABUHYI MYCTyIO Tapenky. BepoHuka cpearmpoBajia MOMEHTAJIbHO, BEJIEB ChIHY MJITH K cele.
Haxkonen, ona octanach HaenuHe ¢ Pancoil. Kyxapka Mbuia mocymay, CTos JIMIIOM K pakoBUHE. BepoHHKa B3suia KyXOHHOE
MOJIOTEHLIE U MPHUHSIACH BHITUPATh YUCTHIC Tapelku. Tak y Hee MOsSBUIICS LIAHC 3aBsA3aTh OynTo Obl ciydaiiHyio Oeceny. Pa3
yk Panca 6ontymika, kak yrepxknaet Ceprei, ee OyaeT JIETKO pa3roBOPHUTh.

— J10 4ero HeJerko XHUTh B ’TOM JoMe, — MoceToBasla BepoHnka, paccunThiBasi Ha OypHYIO OTBETHYIO PEaKLIHIO.

— Ox, 1 He ToBOpHUTEe, — TOoKavana roinoBoi Panca. — Tyr u paborars-To TsKKO. JlaBHO OBI yrnma. /la ToJbKO y HacC
JPYTYIO TaKyl0 XOpOIIyIO 3apIijiaTy He Haijens. A BaM U TOro xyke. Bbl yxx He oOmxaiitech, Ho CBeTiiana ['eoprueBHa Bac
JIIOTO HEHABUIMUT.

OTKpoBeHHE KyXapK{ HE CTaJI0 HEOKUIAHHOCTHIO Ut BepoHuku. VX 4yBcTBa CO CBEKPOBBIO OBLIM B3aHMHBIL.

— Jlagno 51, a MuTs ato el cnenan? — B3aoxHyna Beponnka. — OH e ee BHyK. He Bepro, 4To OHa ChIHA HE JITOOMIIA.

Pauca ornsHynacek, yoexaasch, 4TO UX HUKTO HE MOACTYIIMBAET U MPOIICTITANIA:

— Mexnay Hamu oHa U bopio He ocob6o OanoBama. HaszwBana, ero 6ecnonie3ubiM. Tak u roBopuia: «3adueMm s TeOs
poauna? Tonbko GUrypy MOMOPTUIIAY.

— OHa HeHaBueIa celHa?

— Or0 Kak nocmotpeTh, — Paunca npotsanyna Beponuke Mmokpyro Tapenky. — Korga npuiuio u3BecTue o ero cMepTH,
oHa Tak yomBanack. Hukro He oxuman. [Ipsm numa Ha Helt He cTtano. S mymana, 3amtader. Ho Her, caepkanach. Boneas
JKEHILMHA, YTO TYT CKaXKeIllb.

Beponuka nonsiia, uro 3amyranack. Xapakrep CBeTiianbl [ 'eOprueBHBI HE YKJIaAbIBAJICS B OOIICTIPUHSTHIE PAMKH.

— Bopuc 011 HEcyacTeH? — yTOYHMIIA OHA.

— CyacTiuBbIM s ObI €T0 HE Ha3BaJIa, HO M O€/1 y HeT0 0COOBIX HE UMEIIOCH.

Beponuka penmia nepesectu decemy ¢ boprca Ha My»a CBEKpOBH.

— A Jleomnosnbaa Bl TOXE 3HaIN?

— Her, mens Torna u Ha cBete He ObUI0. B TO Bpemst TyT Most MaMKa paboTtana. S eif Ha 3aMeHy MpHIIa.



['psi3Hast mocyna 3akoHYMIachk, YeMy BepoHuka He CuiIbHO oropumiack. OHa BeIICHHIIA Bce HeoOxoaumoe. Math Pancer
— BOT C K€M cJIelyeT mobece0BaTh.

Ona noBecuia NOJIOTEHIIE CYIIMTHCA U YK€ CTOsIa B IBEpAX, koraa Pauca ckazana:

— IIpoxiATEE-TO OHO caMoO€ 4TO HU €CTh HacToslee. MHe MaMmKa ewie po Hero pacckassiBasia. 1 bopuc o HeM 3Han
CaM roBopuJ, 4TO OHO MPUIET 3a HUM. M He onmOcs: TOYHEXOHBKO B TPUILATH MATH JIET HAa TOT CBET OTIPABUIICS.

% %k 3k

Hsus e HpaBmiace Mute. OT Hee maxiio yecHOKOM. U erme oHa HamoMuHala OTpOMHYIO Iy3aryro 0ouky. Korma ona
MOIXOMMJIA K HEMY W MPOTATUBAja PYKH, eMy KaXIbl pa3 UylIujoCh, YTO OHA COOMpPAETCS] CXBATUTH €r0 3a Topjio H
npuaynmTh. OH U B CaMOM JIeJIe 3a/IbIXaJICSl OT HEMEPEHOCUMOM YeCHOYHOW BOHU. Kazanoce, 3Ta xKEeHIMHA HUYEro HE €CT
KpOME YECHOKa.

VY Hero Hemsjaoxo Mojy4asoch M30erarb IypHO MAaXHYILYyIO HSHIO, B€Ab OMHUMO HEJOCTAaTKOB MMEJIOCh Y HSHU OIIHO
noctonHcTBO. OHO C NMXBOW MepeBenmMBaio Bce mioxoe. Hsus oboxkana cepuansl. YacamMu He OTXOmuia OT TeleBU30pa.
OkoJio OOMHHAIATH TOMOMYIHH OHa yca)KMBajach B IIyOOKOE KpECio Iepei PKpaHOM U J0 obelna OTKIoYanach OT
peanpHOCTH. MuTs 3a mapy aHeill u3yums ee rpaduk Ha 3yOook. Temeph OH Jydlne JitoOOW MpPOrpaMMbl Iepenady 3Hal
pacnucaHve JHEBHBIX M BEUYEPHUX IOKA30B CEpPHANIOB, a MOTOMY ObUI B Kypce, KOIZa MOXHO OTIYYMTHCS U3 JETCKOM
HE3aMEYCHHBIM, a KOTJIa CIIeAyeT BEePHYThCS, YTOOBI N30€KaTh HATOHSIS.

Kak Tonpko Ha 3KpaHe MOSIBUIIMCH TUTPHI O4EPEIHON ceprur, MUTS BBICKOJIB3HYI B Kopuop. [lonauany oH omacarncs,
YTO HSHS BO BpeMsl peKjaMbl 3aX04eT MPOBEPUTh KAK OH U HE OTXOIMJ JaJeKo OT JiBepu B cnanbHi0. Ho Bckope
BBIICHUJIOCH, YTO B PEKJIAMHBII IIEPEPHIB OHA MEPEKITI0UAET KaHajl, HOCMOTPETh OTPHIBOK U3 APYroro II0Y.

[Tocrenenno Muts ocmenen. C KaxAbIM pa3oM OH YXOOWJI BCE Jajblle, CTapasch HE MOMaAaThCs Ha IJiasza
nomodaanam. Jlaxke k 0alymke He 3amisabpiBaji. Eime et B mATh OH YSCHWJII: B3pocibie 3a0MH0. Kak Obl xoporro k Tebe He
OTHOCHWJIMCh, CITYYUCh YETO U OJUH B3POCIBIA BCErJa MPUMET CTOPOHY Apyroro. [loaToMy oH mep:kaics OT HUX MOJabIIe.
Ecnu ero moitMarot, TO HEMPEMEHHO 3aMpyT C HEHABUCTHOW HSHEW B cnajbHe. M Torma emy nmpuaercs CMOTPETh Cepuaibl
BMECTE C Hel. XyIIero Haka3anuss MUTs HE MOT IPEACTABUTb.

OH mporescst o BTOPOMY dTaxy. B 3To BpeMs CyTOK MOKHO ObUIO HE OOSIThCS CIy4ailHOM BcTpedn. Mama Kyma-To
yexana ¢ MYKYMHOM M3 cana. 3mas 6alyiika, KOTOPYIO OH Mpo ceds okpecTuin 0aboii-aroif, He MOAHMMANACh HaBEpX B
TeueHue AHs. V3-3a 00bHOM HOTM OHa MaJo ABHUrajiach. JlecTHua ObuTa ISl HEE TsDKEIbIM HcTibiTaHueM. BTopas 6alyika
OTCHKUBaJIach B CBOEH KoMHaTe. Bech kopuop BTOporo 3Taxa Bceleno npuHaiexan Mure.

Ho ¢ HekoTophIX mop eMy 3Toro 010 Mayio. [TbITIHUBBI ASTCKUI yM kKaxxaan npukiatodeHui. CeromHs Oosble, YemM
o0prgHO. ClioOMaHHas pyka BHCeJa Ha IMEpeBsS3H, HUCKOIbKO He Mmemas. OHa moutu He Oonema. Pa3se uro xorma Muts
3aMrpbIBascs U, 3a0bIBast 0 HEl, Aepraj JIOKTeM, OCTpast 00JIb IPOH3aJia BCIO JIEBYIO CTOPOHY TYJIOBHIIA OT IJIe4a OT KOJIeHa,
HO OHa McYe3ajia TaK)Ke BHE3AMHO, KaK U TOSBIISIIACD.

ITonckn HOBOM WIpbl YBEHYAJIUCh yclexaMH. MHTS 3aMeTHil ABEPb B KOHIIE KOPHIOPA, KOTOPYIO O 3TOrO JHS
urHopupoBai. OH ele HU pa3y HE BHJET, YTOOBl KTO-HUOYIb BXOIWJI WJIM BBIXOAWI U3 Hee. TamHCTBEHHAs JIBEPb TaK W
MaHusa. OH MOMHUJ o0eIaHNe JAHHOE MaMe: BEeCTH cebe xopolo U uzberars onacHocTu. Ho 4To omacHOro MoXxeT ObITh B
OOBIYHOM BEpH?

OH MOCMOTPUT OJHUM INIa3KOM, YTO TaM TaKoe, U TYT K€ BEpHETCs Ha3al. MUTS Moakpasics MoOInKe U MPHIIOKHI
VX0 K 3aMO4YHOM ckBakuHe. C ToW cTOpoHbI ObUTO TUX0. OH momynan Kpyniyro pydky. OHa Oblia XOJOIHOH, CIOBHO KYCOK
JbJa U3 MOPO3UJIIKH.

MuTst HEBOJILHO OTAEPHYN PYKY. [IpHKpBIB TaI0HE PYyKaBOM pyOallku, OH CHOBA YXBaTHIICS 32 Py4Ky u oBepHY!N ee. K
€ro paJocTH JBeph ObUla He 3amepra. MoxeT, He ObUI0O TaM HUYEro 0COOEHHO Ba)KHOTO, pa3 e€e OCTaBWJIM OTKpbIToH. Ho
TOOOMBITCTBO HE JIAI0 €My CBEPHYTh C HAMEUEHHOU Ienu. AX, CKOJIbKHX OHO MOryomno! CKOJBKO HEBUHHBIX JYII M3-32
TPEKJISITOTO JIFOOOIBITCTBA OKOHUYMJIIA CBOM KW3HEHHBIN IMYTh PaHbINE MOJOKEHHOTO cpoka. Ho Muts B cuity Bo3pacta He
MOT 3TOT0 3HATh.

ITo Ty cTopony Obuta nectauia. OHa HaYMHAJIACH MPSIMO 3a TTIOPOTOM M BEJia BBEPX K €IIie OHOM 1BEepU. MHUTS MarHyi
Ha TIEPBYIO CTYMEHb. Jlocka MPOTHYIACh MO €ro BECOM, 3aCKpHIleNia MPOTSHKHO M TOCKIIMBO, OYATO BOJIK 3aBbUI HA JIYHY.
Onny 3a apyroi MuTs mpeomosen ABaalaTh TPpU CTyMeHH. «Maremarnka 3akajseT XapakTep», — J0uIa MOBTOPSTh
YUUTENbHUIIA, U HE coBpaia. COCPeIOTOUEHHOCTh Ha CYETE TOMOTJIA HE JyMaTh O )KYTKHX 3BYKax.

CHoBa oH cTosu1 nepen ABephio. Ha kakyro-To J0J110 CeKyH1bl MUTE OYYANIOCH, YTO BOT CEHYacC OH €€ OTOMPET, a TaM
OymeT ere ofHa JIECTHHIIA, a TOTOM €Ilie U eIlle, U Tak 10 OeckoHeuHOocTH. Ho HeT, 3a aBephlo ero xnan yepaak. Okpyrioe
KaK MHUIIEHb JUIsi UTPhl B JapTC OKHO OBUIO €IWHCTBEHHBIM HCTOYHUKOM ocBemieHus. CBeTa elBa XBarajnao, YTOOBI
ocMoTpeThes. CBanka — BOT 4To 3TO Obuto. Ckilag HeHYXHBIX Bemiei. KomHara 0aOymku 1Mo CpaBHEHHMIO C YepAaKoM
coziepkKanach B UACAIbHOM MOPSJIKE.

Muts marayn Brepesn. Ha moiry, mOKpBITOM KOBPOM IIBUIH, OCTAIUCh €ro cieabl. OH mpoliesicst BAOIb psaaa pa3ouToi
mebenu. OCTaTku CTYIbeB M KOMOJOB HAallOMUHANIM PBIOHBIE cKelneThl. Ha TpexHoruil CToia KTO-TO BOAPY3HII JIIOCTDY.
[TayruHa BuIach Mex Iy miagoHaMu, CONIEPHUYAS AXKYPHOCTBIO C XPYCTAbHBIMH ITOJIBECKAMH.



Buumanue npusiexan orpoMHbIid cyHIyK. OH cTos7 000c00I€HHO, OyATO MOJYEPKUBAII, UYTO €r0 HUYETO HE CBSI3bIBAET
C MPOYUM XJIaMOM. MUTS MpU KEITAHUH MOT MOMECTUTHCS B CYHAYKE IEIIMKOM, M €Ie OCTAIOCh ObI MECTO IS JTFOOMMOMA
urpymky — measeas Tenmu. B Gonbinem cyHayke ymoOHO XpaHUTh TaiHbl. CoOparhk BCe B OAHOM MECTE U 3aredararb, YTOObI
HUKTO ¥ HUKOTJ]a HUYETO HEe y3HaJ.

MuTst OCTaHOBHJICS PSIZIOM C CYHIYKOM. BBICOTOM TOT tocTaBai eMy 10 mosica. Kpsika Oputa IoTHO 3akphiTa. Pe3nba
Ha ee MMOBepXHOCTH M300paxkasia BONIeOHbIN neii3ax. Ha mepBoM 1utane ozepo. Ha kamue cuaut pycanka. ToncTblii XBOCT
CBHCAeT B BOAY, BOJIOCHI IIJIaBAlOT HA €€ MOBEPXHOCTU KaK BOJOPOCTH. 3a CIUHOI pycajiku JieC, HO JIepEeBbsi HEOOBIYHBIE.
KpoHbI y HUX TOYHO IUTANKHK Y CHIPOEKEK: IIMPOKUE U IIIOCKHE.

MuTts mpoBel 1aJoHbI0 MO Kphimke. OHa OKaszanach IAIKOW W Ha ynuBieHHe yucTod. Kpyrom Obiia mbLIb, TPs3b,
MayTuHa, a CYHAYK BBIIISACN TaK, CIOBHO €r0 MUHYTY HaszaJa mpoTepiu. UnCTeHbKUH, HOBEHBKHI, HUYETO OOIIETO C
OCTaJIbHBIMH BeIllAMH Ha yepliake, OyATO OH MpHILeel U3 IPyroro MUpa.

MuTtst ocMOTpes CyHAYK CO BCEX CTOPOH, HO 3allOpoB He Haltes. Torna oH B3sUICs 3a KPBIILIKY U MOTAHYI ee BBepX. OH
YTO €CTh CHJIbl YIIUpAJCs HOraMU B 1o U nbixTen. Ha n0y BelcTynuin kanenbku nota. CHayana Kphllka He MOJaBaiach.
Ona TO4HO cpociiach ¢ KpasiMu cyHayka. 1 3a3opa He Halynars.

Ho Murts He nyman caaBaThesi, 1 B KOHEUHOM CUETE €ro YCUJIUS ObUTM BO3HArpaxkJaeHbl. CyHIYK JPOTHYI MOl HAalOpPOM
U OTKpPBUICS, JBIXHYB Ha HEro CHEPTHIM 3alaXxoM CTaphixX ra3eT. MuTsd unxHyl. BbeITepeB HOC KyIakoM, OH YCTaBHJICS Ha
COZIEPKUMOE CYH]TyKa.

A mocMoTpeTh 06110 Ha 4TO! OrpoMHOE TPOCTPAHCTBO BHYTPU CYHIYKA OBUIO 3a0MTO BCEBO3MOXKHBIMHU BBIPE3KAMH M3
KYpHAJIOB, CTapbiMH (poTorpadusiMu, OASKAOW TABHO BBIMICANICH U3 MOABL J[poKalMMu OT HETEpPICHUs pyKaMu MuTs
pa3bupan 106po. OH BBITACKHBAI U3 CYyHJyKa IIeJIble CTONKH, CKIIAJbIBAT UX HA IOJ, epedupan, To4HO cokposuire. [lapy
pa3 eMy Momnajaich AeUCTBUTENbHO MHTEpEeCcHBIE BelM. Hanpumep, Monens apromobusisi. YepHble Ooka Oiectenu, Kojieca J10
CUX TIOp KPYTHWIHCh. HacTosimmii mogapox CyabObl.

MuTts OTIOXKWJ MalMHKY B cTOpoHY. Ee oH octaBuT cebe. Xotst Ob1 Ha Bpemsa. Komy Oymer xyxe OTTOro, 4tro OH
HEMHOTO C Hell mourpaer? Bce paBHO OHa HUKOMY HE HY)KHa. A Tak ObITh HE JOJDKHO. UTpyIiKy co3aHbl AJist TOTO, YTOOBI B
HUX UTPaJH, a He YTOOBI BasIAThCA 0e3 Aena. OH UCIPaBUT 3Ty HECTIPABETUBOCTb.

Bckope Kk ManmMHKE IPUCOCAVHUIICS IUIIOLIEBBIM 3asdll ¢ OOHUM YXOM. MUTH HEe MOI OCTaBUTb €ro B CyHAyKe. ToT
BBIIVISIIET HECYACTHBIM M OAMHOKUM. MuTs 6611 00s13aH criacTH ero. Eie uepe3 mapy MUHYT KOMIIAHHIO UM COCTaBUIIA FOJIa.
Ee pazHonBeTHBIC 00Ka HEMHOTO BBIIBEIIH, HO OHA MO-TIPEKHEMY OTJIMYHO KPYTHIIACH.

Muts no6pascs 10 camoro JHa, KOIjia yBUJIEN ee — MPsMOYyroyibHYyto AocKy. K Hell mpunarancs TpeyrojibHUK pa3MepoM
C JIaJIOHb B3pOCJOro yenoBeka. I1o meHTpy TpeyroibHUKa KTO-TO MPOCBepau Ablpy. M mocka, 1 HEMOHSTHBIA HpeaMeT
OBUTH C/IeTIaHbl U3 JIepeBa.

MuTs BeITaMI UX U MOBEPHYI K cBeTy. Ha mocke Obutn HauepueHbl OykBbl. OHH IITH MOJXYKPYTOM, B CEpEIUHE OH
MIPOYEIT JIBA CIIOBA: «Ja» U «HEeT». PazMep AbIpbI B TPEYTrOJIbHUKE YETKO MOAXOAMII IO pa3Mep OyKB.

MuTs omycTri JOcKy Ha moJi. Ha omrynb oHa OblIa TeIioi, CJIOBHO YbH-TO PYKH COTPEINU €€ 3a MHUHYTY JI0 TOTO KaK OH
ee Haen. Jlocka maxia cocHou. Tepnkuil 1 OMHOBPEMEHHO CIAIKUK apoMaT cBexkeil cModibl. Kak-To paz Muts ucnadkancs
B cmorie. [lomuaca yiuio Ha TO, YTOOBI OTMBITH JIaI0HH, @ PyOAIIKy MTPUILIOCH BEHIOPOCHUTD.

Mutst cMoTpen Ha JOCKy, He oTpbiBasick. OHa Obia orpoMHON. UTOOBI yXBaTUTh 3a €€ KOHIIBI, HaJ0 OBLIO
MaKCUMaJbHO pa3BecTH pyku. [Ipo mammuKy, 3aiiiia u 101y oH 3a0bU1. Jlocka — BOT 4TO OTHBIHE 3aHUMAIIO ero MbICaH. OB
HE 3HaJI, JJIs 4Yero OHa HY)KHa, He 3HaJI, YTO C HeH JieNaTh, HO jKeJlaHue 00J1aaTh HEMOHATHOM BEIbIO MOJTHOCTHIO OBJIaIEII0
UM.

MuTs ykyran JOCKy B TPAIKY, HallAGHHYIO Herofaneky. [Ipukan ee k rpyau, Kak poAHyto, U Ioles K ce0e B KOMHarYy.
OH kpasncs kak Bop. He nait bor, kTo cioBut. Torna onu 00s3aTeabHO OTOEPYT IOCKY, @ 3TOTO HENb3s JOMYCTUTb.

B netckoit ero sxmana HsaHsA. Ha ero cuactbe 10 KOHIA cepuH elie Ob10 HeMHOTO BpeMeHH. OH IPOIIMBITHY/ B IBEPb,
no0exalt 10 KpOBATH | CIIPSATANT 3aBETHYIO JOCKY 3a €€ H3T0JIOBbE.

— To1 gero nenaens? — oOEpHYNIACh HIHS.

MuTs ucnyrano yctaBuiicst Ha Hee. BpaTh OH He ymern, HO CKa3aTh MpaBay TOXKE HE MOT.

— Ilocmotpu Ha cebs, — B310XHYJa HAHSI. — ThI BeCh B IIbUIK U TTayTHHE. Jla3ui moa KpoBaThio?

Murts ¢ obneryeHueM KUBHYII. EMy MOHpaBUIIOCH, UTO HSHS CAMOCTOSTEIHHO HAIITa OOBSICHEHUE €r0 TTOBEICHUIO.

— BBICTpO B BaHHYIO, YMBIBAThCS, — CKOMAaHJ0BaJa OHA, 1 MHUTS MOCIYIIHO OTIPABUJICS BBITOIHATH IIPUKA3.

[Tpoxonss MEUMO H3TOJOBbS KpOBaTH, OoH Opocwi Ha Hero B3misiA. OH HE BUAENI JOCKY, HO CIIOBHO YYBCTBOBAJ €e.
«Ckopeit ObI ocTaThCst OTHOMY. BOT Torna s ¢ Heil Haurparoch!», — mMeuTtaia MuTs, HaMbUTHBAs JIUTIO.
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«bopuc 3Han o mpokiATUNY, — ciaoBa Pauce! 3Bydanu y Beponuku B rojgose, TouHO 3x0. OHa mepedupasia B mamsiTu
TO/Ibl, TTPOBEACHHBIE PSAAOM C ITUM MYXKUYMHOW. Jla, BO MHOTOM OH TOXOIWJ Ha OOJBIIOrO peOCeHKa, HO 3amyraHHBIM
HUKOT'Ja HC BBITJISAICII. qTO6bI €ro H¢ U3SMCHHUJO, 3TO CJIy‘-II/IJIOCI: B ITOCJICAHUEC CEMB JICT, KOTJa €€ HE 6BIJIO pH,Z[OM.



bonbue ot Paucel oHa HU4ero He Ao0HIach, HO IIaBHOE OHA BBISICHUIJIA: €CTh CBHUIETENh cMepTu Jleononbaa — oTua
Bbopuca. Bo uTo ObI TO HH CTaI0 HAJIO0 MOTOBOPUTH C MATEPHIO KYXapKH.

CropocuTth aapec MOXHUIOW JKEHIMHBI y nodepu Beponuka He mocmena. Kyxapka Obl MUTOM TMOHsUIa, YTO K YEMY.
OnHako B MaJIeHbKUX rOpOJIKax TOXKE €CTh CBOU mpeiecTr. OnHa U3 HUX B TOM, UTO BCE€ 3HAKOMBI APYT C APYroM, a 3HAUUT,
HaWTH HYKHOT'O 4eJIOBEKA HE COCTAaBUT TPyHa.

U cHosa eit nomor Cepreii. Ha Bomnpoc, rie npokuBaeT Marb Paucel, OH Jajl TOYHBIA OTBET U MPEAJIONKUI IIOABE3TU
(ero pabounii JeHb KaK pa3 MOAXOAMI K KOHITY — OH TPYIWJICS B caay 10 obena). BepoHuka momoskaana, moka OH 3aKOHYUT
Jiena, 1 OHM BMECTE OTIPABUIIMCh HA TIOUCKU CTAPYXH.

— TosbKO €1eM Ha MO€U MalllMHe, — BBIJIBUHYJIA OHA YCIIOBHE.

— Ho s 3a pynem, — He octancs B goary Ceprei.

Beponunka cornacunace. He Tak y)x cHJIBHO OHa JTI00MJIa BOTUTH. ABTOMOOWIIL OBLT /JIsi Hee HEOOXOMUMOCTHIO, a HE
YIIOBOJIbCTBHEM.

— Ha 4T0, coOcTBeHHO, THI Hajieebcsa? — nmouHTepecoBaycs Ceprei, Kak TOJIBLKO OHM OTheXalld. — Eil JOKHO OBITE
yke neBsHocTo. Barnsuu Ha M3onpay KapioBHy, oHa U J1Ba CJI0Ba CBSI3aTh HE B COCTOSTHUH.

— Epynna, — ormaxaynack Beponnka. — M3onpaa KapinoBHa, MOKeT, mpeObIBaeT B IJICHY CBOUX 3a0y)KICHUM, HO
TOBOPHUT OHA BIIOJIHE CBA3HO. He Kakaplii MOJIOOM B COCTOSIHUU 3TUM IOXBACTATHCA.

— Kak 3Haemn, — nosai njae4amu MyK4nHa.

Ocrarok myTd OHHU Mpojenany Moiya. BepoHuka omrymana ceOs HEMPUBBIYHO HA MAaCCAKUPCKOM cHUAeHbe. Ha
IIOBOPOTAax €€ TaK MU TAHYIO yXBaTUThbCH 3a pyab. [IpaBna, Cepreil okazancs OTIMYHBIM BoauTeneM. « PeHo» momumHsuics
Ka)XJIOMY €T0 JIBUKEHUIO.

[Tapy pa3 ona noiimMarna B3I MY>KUHNHBI, OpOIIEHHBIN Ha €€ KOJICHH, U 0JIepHYIa 100Ky, YyBCTBYS ce0sl HEIOBKO.

— Sl noiiny ¢ ToOoii, — 3asBua Cepreii, Korga aBTOMOOMIIBE OCTAHOBUJICS Mepe]T H300ii.

He noxunasce peakiinu, OH BbIIIET W3 MAIIMHBI Beie 3a Beponnkoi. Buj oiHOATa)XHOTO ToMa BHYIIAI ONACEHUsI.

BxonHast 1Bepb, 00UTasi IEPMaHTHHOM, BBIIVIsIZIENA TaK, CJIOBHO €€ MOApaliy Oquvalbie KOThL. V3 JAbIp CBHUCAU TPS3HO-
KOpUYHEBbIe KYCKHU BaThl. CTEHBI, HEKOTJa BBIKpAIlCHHBIC B MPUSATHBIA OTTEHOK MOJOAOHN 3€JeHU, JaBHO OOIYMUIIHCH.
Jlums B mape MecT I[BET COXPaHUJ MEPBO3AHHYIO KPacoTy. 3a00p BOKPYT JOMa JTABHO MOKOCHUJICSL.

— Ilouum, — Ceprel TOJKHYT KAJIUTKY, U OHA, U3[1aB MPOTSHKHBIN CTOH, OTBOPUJIACh. My)XYMHA MEPBbIM MIATHYN K
BXOJIHOM JIBEpU U NIOCTYyYall.

Knare npunwiock Heponro. CycTs MUHYTY IBEPh OTKphUIack. Ha mopore crosiia 6adka. CMopilieHHas U CKYKO)KEHHas
OHa moxojuia Ha cyxo(pykT. baGka kyranach B MyXOBYIO IIajb U OIU30PYKO IIypHIIACh.

— XT0? — cnpocujia OHa JPOKalMM T'OJIOCOM.

— MHe Hag0 ¢ BaMHM IOTOBOPHUTH, — MpoMsmiImia BepoHuka, oco3HaBasi, Kak DIymo 3To 3By4uT. OHa Jaxe He
MOTPYANJIACH BBIICHUTH Y Paucel, Kak 30BYyT €€ MaThb.

— OO0 ueM 3T10?

babka Oputa Ha ynuBIeHHE MOAO3pUTENbHONW. OHa CMOTpesa Ha HE3BaHBIX TOCTEH, KaK OM3HECMEH Ha BHE3AaITHO
HarpsiHyBIIETO C MIPOBEPKOI HAJOTOBUKA.

Brniepen Beictynun Cepreit. OH IpyXenr00HO YIABIOHYIICS U CKa3al:

— HoOpsrit aenb, Mapda CranucnaBoBna. Kak moxxupaere?

— Cepexka, Thl Y€ JU? — MPU3HAB B HEM 3HAKOMOro, 6a0ka, BMUI TOAOOpEB, paclaxHyla IBEpb W IMpHUINIacHiia
BepoHuKy CO CIIyTHUKOM B JIOM.

BuyTrpu maxio kucioit kamyctoit. 3amax nokasaincs Beponuke anmetutHbiM. OHa 060Xkana goMamHue cojaeHus. JKar
y caMO# He MOJIy4asoch JeiaTh BKYCHbIE 3aKpYTKHU. Pe3ynbrarsl ee moTyr Ha 3TOM MOYBe OTIPABISUIMCh B MYCOPHOE BEJIPO,
TaK KakK €CTh UX ObLIIO HEBO3MOXKHO.

W3 ceHell OHU MOMAaNU B MaJCHbKYIO KOMHATY. B yIiTy CTOSUI cTapblil TeeBU30p, HAKPBITIN CBEPXYy O€I0i KpyKEeBHOM
canderkoil. Ee Tounas xonus iexkana Ha )KypHaJIbHOM cTosmKe. Ha 3acTeneHHoit kpoBaTH BBICHIIACH TOPA U3 TTOAYIICK.

BepoHnky mnopa3uia KOHTpacT BHEIIHEH 3alyllleHHOCTHM JoMa W BHYTpeHHero yiora. OHa oxujaana YBHACThH
o0oapaHHble 000U M 00BATUBUIYIOCA IITYKAaTYPKY, & BMECTO 3TOT0 HAaTKHY/IaCh HAa OCKOJIOK COBETCKOTO MPOILIOTO B CTOJb
UJIeaJIbHOM COCTOSIHUH, YTO, YYAHJIOCh, OYATO MalllMHA BPEMEHU MEPEHECIIa €€ Ha HECKOJBKO JECATUIICTUM Ha3a/l.

— Hlac gaiiky mpuHecy, — ¢ STUMH CJI0BaMu 0abka OTIpaBUiIach Ha KyXHIO.

[lepensuranaces oHa c TpyaoM, Imapkas Horamu. OT 3TOro 3ByK JOMalIHEro 3Byka y Beponuku 3acocano mop
noxkeukor. Tocka 1Mo TOMy, 4ero OHa HHUKOTJA HE MMeJla, HakaTuiaa BoiaHOW. OHa CTHCHYIA 3yObl, H300pa3uB MHTEpPEC K
dotorpadusiM Ha CTEHE, OTBOPAYNBASCH TeM caMbiM 0T Cepres. MeHbIlle BCETo € XOTeJIOCh, YTOOBI TOCTOPOHHUN YeT0BEK
JIOTaJajcs O €€ YyBCTBaX.

— Yaiiky? — Map@da CranuciaBoBHa BEpHYJIACh C TOJHOCOM B PYKax.

OHa Heclla ero Tak YyBEpEHHO, 4YTO OJoAlla C YallkamMud He jApedexkanu. BepoHuka oTaana JODKHOE ee
npodeccruonanu3my. babka enBa XoquT, a BeIIpaBKa OBIBIICH KyXapKH BCe €Ile P HEew.



Mapda nocTaBuia MOAHOC HA CTOJI U pa3niwia 4ail B papdopoBbie yamky ¢ n300pakeHrneM MaJoHHBI, TOTOM yCTaJlo
npucena B kpecio. HampoTtus ycrpomnace Bepornnka. Cepreto gocrancst Tabyper.

— Mappa CranucnaBoBHa, — 00paTHIICsS OH K 6a0Ke, — MOei 3HaKOMOH HY)KHA Ballla TOMOIIIp.

OH Bkpariie oOprcoBai cuTyaruo BepoHuku, He 3a0bIB yTOMSHYTH O €€ ChIHE, HacleACTBE U MPOKIATUU. CO CTOPOHB!
ucropus 3Bydasia abcypaHo. BepoHuka nuBy naBanach, Kak €€ YropasJauiio BBA3aThCs BO Bce 3TO. BepHyThbes B cTonuiy —
BOT 4TO HaJo cnaenarb. CHOBa MPUCTYNUThH K paboTe, moka ee He yBommin. Koneuno, Mpka mo3aboTurcs o ToMm, 4TOOBI €
MeCTOM OyxrajaTepa HMYEro He CIIy4yusIoCh, HO Jydllle ¢ OTTYJaMHU He 3aTsAruBaTh. B cToNMIle cUTyallHsl ¢ MPOKISITHEM
MOKa)KeTCs HEJICTION BbITYMKOM. BaBoem ¢ moapyroit oHu ee 101ro OyayT cMesThCs HaJl Hel.

Beponuka HacTonpko morpysuiach B (haHTa3uu, 4To 3a0buia, rjae HaxonuTca. Ha kparkuif MUT Bce BCTaJlO Ha CBOU
Mecra. Ctpax oTcTynui. Bo3BpalieHue B peaqbHOCTh CTAal0 OOJIE3HEHHBIM.

Ona momopumIach, koraa 6abka oOpaTuaach K HEW:

— CrpanmBait, ye J11, 4aBO XOTea.

Cepreii momboapun ee ynbioOkoi. OHa y Hero ObuTa cBeTas U Mansauineckas. Korga oH ymbibancs, emy MOXHO ObLIO
JIaTh JIET COpOK He Oobine. Jlaxke cearHa Ha BUCKaX HE MOpTHia KapTuHbl. K TOMy ke oHa ObUIa MOYTH HE3aMEeTHA Ha
CBETJIBIX BOJIOCAX.

— Brl nmomuuTe cempio CeBepunbix? Bel paboTtanu y Hux, — ckaszana Beponnka. — Pacckaxute 00 3TOM BpeMeHU
MOXKAJTyICTA.
— Kaxk sxem He momHuTH? Xopomas ceMbs. boxaras, — 6a0ka 3asBuiia 3TO C TAKUM BHJIOM, TOYHO HAIUYUE JICHET —

IJIaBHBIM KPUTEPUN HPABCTBEHHOCTH. — Sl TIOCTyIHUIIa Tyl COBCEM JICBIYOHKOM, Tajpl emie JIeomonba Obl1 xKUBEeXOHEK. OX,
u Kpacasell oH Obu1! Beck B MaMeHbKy. Pol y HUX Takoi.

Beponuka mbicieHHO HapucoBaiia bopuca Takum, KakMM OH BBIIISIZIENT B UX MOCHIEqHIO BcTpedy. OHa Obl HE cTaja
YTBEPXKAaTh, YTO OH ObUI TaK Y)X NpHUBJIeKareieH. Bricokuil, yepecuyp xymoil m Onenusiii. HeB3pauHblii — 3TO CIIOBO
OTJINYHO MOAXOMIIO JAJISl ONMCAHUS €€ OBIBIIETO COXKHUTEINSL.

— He Bepum? — 6abka oka3anach IMOYMINE JETEKTOpa JKU. BMuUr poraganace, o uem ngymaetr Beponuka. — Bopbky
HeOOCh BCIIOMHMJIA. DT OH B MaMKY CBOIO MOP/10# Totmes1. YaBo B3STh-TO C IEPEBEHCKOMN JICBKH?

— Csernana I'eoprueBHa u3 mpoctoil cempu? — He nosepwia Beponuka. Cynsd 1o NOBEAEHHIO CBEKPOBH, Ta
MIpUHALIEKaNa KaK MUHUMYM K 3HATHOMY JBOPSIHCKOMY POJly, U B €€ BEHaX TEKJIa €/Ba JIN HE [lapCcKasi KPOBb.

— Cawmoii 4TO HU Ha ecTh nmpocTenkoi. Y CBeTkH OTpoasich cBoero Huuero He Obwio. Ee Jleomonba roionpankoil B
JIOM IIpUBE. A TOHOPY-TO CKOJIBKO, TOHOPY-TO. BBICTpO OHa BCeX 3a MosIC 3aTKHYIA.

Orta uHdopManus HUKaK He momoria Beponuke. Pa3zBe yto Temepb oHa OyaeT 4yBCTBOBarThb ce0sl B MPUCYTCTBHE
CBEKpOBHU yBepeHHee. He Tak naneko Ta ot Hee yluia.

— A kax noru6 Jleononsa, Mapda CranuciaBoBHa? — crpocui Cepreii.

— JIpIk oH B cebs BeicTpenui. bemnsra, — mokavana rojgoBoi 6a0ka. — S omacis eyl HEJEI0 ero MO3TH CO CTEH
kabuHeTa cockpebana.

Ot momoOHOW OTKpoBeHHOCTH Beponuwky 3amytuio. JKyrkue o0pa3sl MHUTHHOTO Oymyliero MpOHECIHCh IMepen
MBICJIEHHBIM B30POM.

— A wu3-3a 4wero oH 3actpenuicsa’? — Cepreid, MeXIy TeM, MPOAODKAI H300paxkarh W3 cebs nerektuBa. OH
HAKJIOHUJICS BIIEpEl, YIIePEB JIOKTH B KOJICHU, M BIIUJICS B 6a0Ky B3IJISIOM.

Beponuka obparuiia BHUMaHHE Ha TO, KaKU€ CUJIbHBIC y HEro pyku. M3-3a HeynoOHOM MO3bI MBIIILBI HAPATINCH, U
pyKaBa pyOaliku iIoTHO ux obseranu. Het, eMy HUKak HeJb3s 1aTh COPOK IIECTh JIeT. MaKCUMyM TPHUILATh MSTh.

— Kro x ero pa3zbeper? — 6abOka, mpuuMOKHBasi, IOTHYIA 4Yasi. — Mok CBeTKa €ro co CBETy CXKMJIAa, a MOXK OWY
€HTOT TPEKJIATHINA €ro J0CTal.

— buu? — nosropuna Beponuka.

— IloroBapuBatoT, kaapl ApHOJBI cebe METN0 BA3aj, €ro mocienHue cioBa Obutn: «lOpeTb BaM BCEM SICHBIM
wamenem !». [TpokIIsT OH CBOIO TYJIEHY-KEHYIIKY U IOTOMCTBO €MHOE BMECTE C HEIO.

— 3a 4To K€ OH TakK AeTei? — BOCKIMKHY/Ia BepoHuka. — OHM B 4eM BUHOBATHI?

— JIpik He eBoiHBIM JIeomonba Obu1. Harynsaubi. B ToM-TO BCst 11 Oena.

Beponuka norepsiia gap peun. OHa xopoio nmomHuiIa pasroop ¢ M3omnpnoit Kapnosuoii. Hu o xakom BHeOpauHOM
pebenke peun He 1wio. BoT 1 1oBepsii mociie 3TOTo JIFOSIM.

— 41 o Takom He ciblan, — npusHaicsa Ceprei.

— He 1o mo6 >T0 ObUTa BenuKas TallHa, HO O TOM IOMAJKWBAIUA. ApHOJBA moMep. YaBo Obutoe BoponmTh? Emy
OJTHOMY U OBIJIO €70 KTO YEHHBIN ChIH, 8 OCTAIBHBIM-TO HEHaJJOOHO BMEIIMBATHCS.

— Ho kak Tak momyuamnsiock? — Tenepsb y:ke BepoHuka moganack BIepe, ®KaaHo JIOBS Kak10€ CIOBO Oa0KH.

— 1 Tane! eme MamOTKON ObUIA, HO MaMKa MHE paccKa3blBaia, 4To Oyaro Obl V3011612 B MOJIOIOCTH UyI0 KaK XOpOoIla
Obuta. Bce mapHu Ha Hee 3anmiabBaKMCh. VIMencs y Hel OaMH APYKOK, JI0OOBb y HUX NMpUKIouniack. Ho pomurenu
paccynunu uHade. OTaanu AeBKy 3a Ooraroro. A oHa — KpOBb C MOJIOKOM, CepIlle pETUBOE — HaKa3 POAUTENCH BBIIOIHHIIA,



Jla CTapyro JI000Bb HE 3a0bLa.

— U Bce Bpems, uto ApHonpa u M3ompaa cocTosiin B Opake, OHA M3MEHsUIa MY)KY CO CBOEH IepBOil J11000BbIO? —
noranancs Ceprei.

babka B 0TBET JUIIb MMOXKAaJa MICYAMH.

— V¥ ApnHosbia ObUTH TPUYUHBI TOKOHYUTH ¢ CO00H, HO moueMy 3To caenan Jleononbn? — BepoHnka roBopuia cama
¢ co0oli 1 HE OKHJIaa OTBETA.

— Tyra cioxHO cka3aTh. 3HAIO TOJBKO, IITO WMENAch y HATO TMomroO0oBHUIA. [loroBapuBanm, OyATO OH K HEH OT
CBeTku yWTH XOTEl.

— BbI ciiyyaliHO HE TOMHUTE, KaK €€ 3Bajiu? — C HaJIeKI0M MOUHTEepecoBasiack BepoHuka.

Ho 31ech ee moctumio pa3odapoBanue: 0abka mokadana ronoBoi. OHa BbINIAAena ycTaBmeld. PasroBop ee yrommi.
Beponuka nossuia, 4to mopa oTkiaHsaThes. [locTaBuB yaniky Ha MOJAHOC, OHA BCTaA.

— Cnacub6o 3a pacckas. Bel HaMm 04eHb TOMOTIIH.

Cepreii momHsics Beiea 3a Hel. OH ropsiuo nmodmarogapun Mapdy CranuciaBoBHY M CKa3ajl, YTO BBIXOJ OHM HAWAyT
CaMH.

Ha ynunie Beponunka okoHuarenpHo npumuia B ce0s. CoBepIMB 0OpaTHBIN CKa4OK BO BPEMEHH, OHa CHOBA BEPHYJIACh B
MPUBBIYHYIO ICHCTBUTENLHOCTh. Ha CBexeM BO3/Iyxe MBICITU MOHECTUCh BCcKaub. OHa mepedupasia HoBble (PAKTHI, MBITASCH
YBA3aTh UX C TEMU, YTO YK€ U3BECTHBI U BCE OOJIbIIE CKIIOHSIACH HA CTOPOHY APHOJIbAA. Y MOCIEIHEro ObUIH BCE MPUUMHBI
st 3moctd. Ho cmocoOHa 5 HEHaBHCTh NOpoAUTh mpokisTue? Jlo aToro nHs BepoHuka oOTHOCWIa Bce
CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOE K BbIAyMKe. Jlaxke KapTOYHBIE TaJaHus, KOTOPHIMU YBIIEKAJIHUCHh JIEBUOHKHM B IIKOJE, CUMTaja
OeccMBICIICHHBIM 3aHaTHEeM. Kak mociie 3Toro moBepUTh B PEAIbHOCTh MPOKIISATHS?

— YT0 TBI 00 3TOM JTyMaeb?

Bompoc Cepres BbiBen ee u3 pa3MbiinieHuid. Beponuka, ceB B «PeHoy», oTBeTHNA!

— Bce 310, O MeHbITEH Mepe, cTpaHHO. Tpu camoyOuiicTBa, pa3HHUIIA MEXIY KOTOPBIMUA TPUMEPHO JIET B TPUIIIATh.
He Oynp Bce morubmme U3 0HOM ceMbH, 5 ObI CKa3aia, YTO ATO COBMAJCHUE.

Cepreit kpyTaHys pyib, BEIBOS aBTOMOOUIIb HA IOPOTY, M 3aMETHIL:

— Yro OBl 3TO HU OBLIO, paccieoBaHre OpocaTh paHo. MBI TOJIBKO B Hayalle MyTH.

— W uto Hac xaet B KoHIE?

Bompoc ocrancs 6e3 orsera.
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— Kax mHe noctynuts? — Beponuka nocMmotpena Ha Ceprest B HaIexk €, YTO OH pa3pelmMT AUIEMMY.

Bcro oOparHyro mopory oHa pa3MbIlUIsiia HaJl OMHOW MpOOJIEMOM: Temeph, Korma u3BecTHo, uto M3ompaa Kapiosna
CoBpaJia, CIeAyeT JI YIN4aTh CTAPYIIKy BO JDKU? BepoHHKE XOTeNI0Ch BBISICHUTH, KaK B IEHCTBUTEILHOCTH OOCTOSUTH JIEa.
bein nu Jleononsa HeponHBIM APHOJBIY WM CIYXA O HEBEPHOCTH €TI0 >KEHbI ITpeyBendeHbl? W eciu 3To BCce-Taku Mpas/a.
TO KTO ero Hactosiumii oren? JKuB au oH 10 cux nop?

Becw nmotok BonpocoB Beponuka obpynmia Ha Cepres, Kak Toybko «PeHo» nmputopmosmit y goma. CaloBHHK CITyIIAJ,
He nepebuBas. Korja oHa BeIIOXJIACh, OH CKa3a:

— W3onbna KapnoBHa He Tak mpocTa, Kak MOXKET Moka3arhbesl. Eciii oHa cpa3y He cka3aja mpaBiy, TO He QakT, 4To ee
BOOOIIIE YIACTCS pa3TOBOPUTH.

Beponuka xMbikHYna. A Beab OH mpaB. UTo Obl HU CKpbIBajia CTapyllka, OHA OMPEJENIEHHO KellaeT, 4TOObl 3TO M
Jalpllle 0CTaBajJoOCh B TalHE.

— Yro xe toraa nenath? Kak Bce pasy3HaTh?

— W3onbaa KapnoBna Hudero He BbIKHAbIBaeT, — moxenuics Cepreit ceouM HabmoneHueM. — OcoOeHHO OepekHO
OHa XpaHUT TO, YTO HAIIOMUHAET €l O MOJIOJIOCTH.

— BepHno. { 6bi1a y Hee komHate. Tam HacTOsIIIAs CBAJIKA.

— B03MOXHO, T/Ie-TO TaM XpaHUTCs BakHast nHPopMarust. XoTs Obl 0 TOM K€ JIFOOOBHUKE.

Yem mryOxe BepoHuka yBsi3pIBajach B 3TO J€JI0, TEM CHJIBHEE OHA aXJaja JOKOMAThCS 0 MCTUHBL. JTO JKEelaHue
TOJIKHYJIO €€ Ha OTYasHHBIN ar.

— S1 o0Gs13aHa OTHICKATh ATY HH(pOpMannio, — 3asBuiia ona Ceprero.

— Kak 1b1 310 cnenmaens? Crapyxa He mokuaaeT komHary. Ho gake Korjga BBIXOIUT, AAJIbIIE KOPUIOPA BTOPOTO ITaxKa
HE ye37KaerT.

Beponuka npukycuna rydy. OHa Obi1a mpupoXaeHHBIM OyxrantepoMm. C JeTcTBa JIFOOMIA BCE MPOCUYUTHIBATh. A, Kak
M3BECTHO, MareMaruyecKWil CKJIaJ yMa BO MHOIOM CXOX C AHaJIUTHUYECKHUM, a TMOTOMY HJCATbHO MOIXOAMUT JUIst
pasrajipIBaHus BCAKHMX 3a1adek. KTo Obl MOr moaymarb, YTO 3TOT HaBBIK MPHUTOTUTCS €l Te-TO MOMUMO OyXralTepcKHUX
OTYETOB.

Ha pa3mpimnuienus yiuia ot cuiibl mapa MuHyT. Beponuka obpatumnace k Ceprero:

— Thl MHE TOMOXKEIb.



— byny ctosTh Ha myxepe? — MOIIyTHUIT OH.

— Hennoxoit BapuanT, HO HeT. Thl BeiBe3ewb 301y KapiioBay B can. MHe nokas3aioch, OHa CKy4aeT 110 MPOTYJIKaM.

— Ilouemy Ob1 1 HET? — ynBIOHYICS Cepreii. — OHa OyJeT pasa MPOBETPUTHCH.

— A s TeM BpeMeHeM TOpoIoCh y Hee B KoMHarte. Ecii moBeset, Haii 1y 4To-HUOYIb CTOsIIee.

OHM 1OTOBOPHIIMCH BCTPETUTHCS 3aBTPa.

[TogHuMassCh K cebe B ciasibHIO, BepoHuKa ynuBiIsiiach CBOSH HEM3BECTHO OTKYA B3sBIIEHcs HartocT. Ta Beponuka,
KOTOpasi MOKKaIa CTOJUITY mapy MHEeW Hazaa, Oblila CKpPOMHOM, TUXOM aeByikoi. HoBas Beponunka He uMena ¢ Heil HU4Yero
o6rmero. OHa ObUIa MOJIHA PEIIMMOCTH, BUJIENA 1IeTh U IIU1a K Hel, HeB3upas Ha IPUBETCTBHSL.

Pansbinie ona 1 He mog03peBaa, 4To crocobHa Ha Takoe. Eciu Ol peus 1u1a 0 He, To oHa Obl 1aBHO crnanack. Ho paau
Mutu — KpaeyrojibHOro KaMHs €€ CYILECTBOBaHHUS, €r0 MPUUYUHBI U CIEACTBUS — OHA MOIJIa HU TO YTO FOPbl CBEPHYTh, HO U
BOBCE U3MEHUTH JaHAA]T MJIaHETHI JO HEY3HABAEMOCTH.

BeuepoMm eil nmo3sonun Biagumup. ['oBopuil 0 TOM, Kak NPEKpPACHO OHM IIPOBEIM BpeMs B IPOLUIBIA pa3, CHOBA
TpuIaIal Ha cBuaanre. Beponuka orBeTuia, yTo nogymaet. Eif ObIII0 HEJTIOBKO 3aHMMAThCSl YCTPOMCTBOM JIMYHOM JKU3HH,
II0OKa BCE BOKPYT PYLUUTCH.

Bynynmit o6pick komHatel M30mbae1 KapiioBHBI B3BOJIHOBaN €€ OOJbIlie, YeM OHa mpesnonaraiga. UToObl 3acHYTH,
BepoHuka BbIuiia moaTa0leTKH CHOTBOPHOTO, KOTOPOE €l MPOIMUCAli Toa YeThIpe Ha3ald B OAMH U3 CAMBIX TSDKEIBIX
TIepUoNIOB ee ku3HU. PaboThl HE OBLIO, IEHET TOXKE, Ha PYKax JBYX JIETHHI PEOCHOK M 0OpPaTUTHCS 3a MOMOIIBIO OBLIO HE K
komy. M3-3a cTpecca oHa noutu He cnana. beccoHHua mpeBparuiia ee B XOAI4yl0 MyMHUIO: TOILYIO, C 3alaBIIMMU TJIa3aMU
Y 3eMJIMCTBIM LBETOM JuIa. Toapko Oigarogapst 3TUM TabjeTKaM OHA BEpHYNa MOJHOLIEHHBINH COH. UyTh MO3Xe B ee cyanoe
nosiBIiIach Mpuna, a BMecTe ¢ Hel JOMKHOCTH Oyxrajirepa, M HyXHa B Ta0leTkax ormana, HO BepoHuka 1o cux mop
XpaHHUJIa HECKOJIBKO IITYK Mpo 3anac. Kak pa3 it Takux ciiydaes.

CHoTBOpHOE feiicTBOBaNO Oe30Tka3HO. CIycTs [BaAIIATh MUHYT OHA 3aCHYJIA, M BUICHUS €€ HE TPEBOKIIIH.

Cepreii 3amen 3a M3onpnoit KapioBroii okosio necstu yrpa. [IpuoTkpbeiB aBephb, Beponuka uepes menb Habroana,
KakK OH BBIBO3UT CTAPYIIKy U3 KOMHAThl U KaTUT KPecio K JiecTHULE. [lochblaiuch cyxue meTyKy — 3TO KoJjieca CTyqalld O
cTyneHu. Bckope Bce cTuxio.

Beponuka BbIIIIa B KOPUAOP U BHIVISHYJIA B OKHO, YOSKIAsCh: MPOTYIKA UAET CBOUM 4deperoM. Cepreil ycTaHOBUI
KpECJIO Ha COJHBIINIKE, KOTOPOE CETOMHS MO-JICTHEMY IpHUIeKano, U 0 yeM-To 6ontan ¢ M3onpnoit Kapnosraoit. Cyas mo
YIIBIOKE TTOoceIHeN, OHa ObLIa TOBOJIbHA. DTO HEMHOTO YCIIOKOMIJIO COBECTh BepoHuku. B HEKOTOpOM pore oHa coBepIimia
JIOOPBIA MMOCTYTIOK.

Beponuka npobpanace B koMHary crapyxu. Crenarb 3To ObUTO JIETKO: IBEph HE 3anepiu. Ho BHYTpu oHa pactepsiiach,
HE 3Has ¢ 4yero Hadarb. UToOBI mepedparh Bce CTONKK Oymar M 3arissHyTh BO BCE SIIMKHA TTOHAA00MIAch Obl HU OJTHA HEIEIIs,
a y Hee OT CHJIBI eCTh napa 4acoB. [IoKpyTHB roioBoii, OHa OCTAaHOBHJIA BEIOOP Ha cekpeTepe. OH BHYINAT ONTHUMHU3M.

K coxanenuio, BreuarjieHHe okaszaloch oOMaH4MBBIM. (Cekperep, B caMOM Jelie, XpaHWJ OTPOMHOE KOJIMYECTBO
uHpopmaruu. XKajb, 6ecrose3Hoi.

3aro Teneps Beponuke Oblia n3BecTHaA TOYHas jaara cBaabObl M30mbae1 KapiioBHEI, a Takke KOTJia pOIUiICsS U yMep ee
ChiH. V3 manku ¢ ra3eTHBIMU BBIPE3KaMH OHA BBIACHUIIA BCE O KM3HM ropoxaa. M3 ¢oroansboma y3Hanma, Kak BBITIsICIA
cTapyika B MosionocTu. Te, KTO roOBOpUil 0 ee KpacoTe, He npeyBenuuuBaid. OHa Obula U3 TOM MOPOIbI KEHIIMH, U3-3a
KOTOPBIX MAYT Ha MOJIBUTH U POXKAAIOTCA KOPOJEBCTBA, OTKPHIBAIOTCS HOBBIC 3€MJIM W CllaraloTcsi JiereHJpl. MOoKHO
BOOOpa3UTh, Kakol (ypop MPOM3BOAMUI KaXIblii €€ BBIXOJ B CBET B MPOBHHIIMAIBHOM Topofe. Takux >KeHIIMH MPUHATO
Ha3bIBaTh POKOBBIMU. He yIMBUTETHHO, YTO UMEHHO OHA MOJIOXKUJIA HAYaJI0 Yepeie TParnuecKuX COOBITHH.

Ot cekperepa Beponmka mepenuia Kk mpukpoBaTHON TymOe. TaM oHa TOXXHBHUJIACh HECKOJIBKUMHU (GoTorpadusiMu
Jleononbna. M3onpna KapnoBHa 3akiiodmiia UX B paMKy M3 YUCTOTO cepedpa M xpaHmia moOmmke Kk cebe. Beponuka
MpeCTaBUiIa, KaK CTapyllka CMOTPUT Ha (OTO Mepe]] CHOM, BCIOMHHAs chiHa. OT MBICIH, UTO CX0Xkee OyyIee KJIeT U ee,
BCIIOTENM JIAJOHHM, U OHA €Ba HE BBIPOHWJA paMKy. PoauTenn He MOTYT *KUTb JoJiblie nereid. Hu omuH rpex He JoiKeH
HaKa3bIBaThCsI CTOJIb CYPOBO.

ITonnas couyscTBusl K M3onbne KapinoBHe Beponuka npucrynuina k usydeHutro komoxa. Ho um 3zmeck ee xmaio
pa3zouapoBanue. Huuero xkpome BOpoxa CTapbIX MHCEM HAWTH HE YyNalioCh. YBBI, BCE OHH CoOAepKald OPULIHATIBHYIO
nepenucky mo pabore (abpuku. Ta maBHO mepecrana CyIIECTBOBAaTh, HO 37€Ch — B H30JIMPOBAHHOM MUpPKe W307b1bI
KapoBHbI — OHa TO-TIpexKHEMY SBISUIACH YACThIO PEaIbHOCTH.

B3misin Ha 9ackl Aan MOHSATH, 4TO €€ BpeMs ucTekio. [Topa ObII0 MOKHUIATh KOMHATY CTapyIlKH, ITOKa Ta HE BEPHYIACH.
Kak Tonmpko BepoHuka BBICKOJIB3HYIa B KOPUIIOpP, CO CTOPOHBI JIECTHHUIBI JOHECIHUCHh XapaKTepHble 3BykH: H30ibaa
KapnoBna Bo3Bpamianace B CBOM BJIaJICHHUS.

BepoHnka ykpeiiack B cliajibHe, YTOOBI HE CTOJIKHYTHCS CO cTapymkod. CHUIIKOM BeIUK ObUT cOOJ1a3H MOnmpoOOBarh
pa3y3Harb, OTYETrO Ta COBpaja o nmpoucxoxaeHuu Jleononpna. Heyxenn npuunna B 6aHanbHOM cThine? Mononast *KeHIIMHA
Ha (ororpadusx He moxomuia Ha CKpoMHHIYY. OOBEKTHB (QoToanmapara YeTKO YJIOBHJI M HaBEKM 3areyariiesl OrOHb
CTpacTH B ee ma3ax. Takue JIIOAU He MPUBBIKIHA MOTIUHITHCSI. OHH CKOpee U3MEHST MUP BOKPYT CeOsl, YeM MOMEHSIOTCS



camu. BeposiTHO, cMepTh My»ka noakocuiia M3onbay KapinoBHy cunbHee, 4eM MOKHO MpeCcTaBuTh. BepoHuka He 3aMeTusa
B IIO’KUJION JKEHIIMHE 3TOr0 OroHbka. OH AaBHO NOTYX.

[TourpaB ¢ ceiHOM, Beponuka Bbluia B caja, nmoaenuTbes ¢ Cepreem pesyinbTaraMu OOBICKA, a TOYHEE HUX IMOJHBIM
oTcyTcTBHEM. MyX4rHa cpa3y 0OpaTuil BHUMaHHE HA €€ MPA4HbIA BUJ U CIIPOCHIL:

— He nosesno?

— He 1o cnoBo. Tam paboTs! HenouaTslii Kpail. Hamo 3aBTpa Oynet moBTOpUTH BCe eIlie pas.

— He Beiiiner, — mokavasn oH rosioBoii. — B mocneanuii paz M3onpna Kapiopra Obuta Ha ynuile OKOJIO Tona Haszas.
Eme no uncynsra. Ecnu Oynem ycepacTBoBaTh, OHa OBICTPO JOTAAETCs, YTO JIEJI0 HEYUCTO.

B cnoBax Ceprest Obu10 pasymuoe 38eH0. Ho Beponuka He uMena mmpaBa cjaBaThCs.

— Peub uzer o )xu3HU MOETO chbiHA. 5] HE MOTY JKIaTh roJl, IPEXkKE YEM BEPHYTHCS B KOMHATY.

— EMy noka Tonbko ceMb. Y Te0s B 3ar1ace MUHUMYM JIET JBaILATh.

Ot Bo3myieHus Beponuka He Hanwiack ¢ 0oTBETOM. OCO3HaB, UTO CKa3all IIynocTh, Cepreii Moles Ha NOMSTHYIO:

— Hy, xopomo. S monpoOyto. 3aBTpa B 3TO K€ BpeMs.

Ha crnenytonmii nenp Bce moBTopmiioch. CHoBa Cepreit 3a0pan M3onbpay KaprmoBny Ha mporynky, a Beponuk:
npoOpanack K Hel B KOMHaTy. Ha 3TOT pa3 oHa mepBeIM JejoM pa3o0paiia cTonky Oymar Ha moAoKOHHUKe. JKenTeie oT
BPEMEHHU CTPAHUIbI ObLUIM HCIHCAHBl aKKypaTHbIM IOYEPKOM. ByKBBI ¢ 3aBUTYIIKAMH JKaJIHCh OJHA K JAPYrol POBHBIMHU
psAaMu, XOTs JIMCTHl He ObUIM pa3iuHoBaHbL. [loyepk okazancs mpoct ans nmoHumas. [IpoOexaB miazamu mapy CTpaHULL,
Beponuka nossuia, 4yTo €il B pyku nonai JHeBHUK M30sbab1 KapinoBHbI nnm, o kpaiiHel Mepe, ero 4acTh. 3aucH LUIH HE
10 TIOPSIZIKY ¥ 6€3 0003HaYeHUS AaT.

VBneueHHasi ureHueM, Beponuka mpucena B kKpecyio. OHa MOJHOCTHIO NOTPY3UIIACh B TEKCT, 103a0BIB O BPEMEHH.
Oxpyxaronme 3ByKH OTOUUIM Ha BTopou muaH. JKuszab M3ombae KaprmoBHbl Obutla MmojHAa YAMBUTEIBHBIX COOBITHH WU
[IepEKUBAHUM.

Ho cnyctst mapy nucroB XapakTep 3amuceil pe3ko u3MeHuicsa. M3 6e33a00THOrO OH cTajg MpauyHbIM, IOJHBIM
0e3HaIe)KHOCTH. DTO OBUT TOT MEPUO, KOIja moBecwics ApHoiba. BuHa OykBalbHO COUMIIach U3 TEKCTA, XJIecTana yepes
kpaii. M3onpaa KapinoBaa o0BuHsIIA ce0st TyCTh B KOCBEHHOM, HO BCE )K€ YOMICTBE.

BepoHuka ¢ TpyoM cliep;KuBajia cle3bl, TAK pacTporaio ee cojaepkanue qHeBHuKa. [1lo Bcemy Bbxoauiio, uto M3omnbaa
Kapnorna nro6mna myxa. TonpKo OHsIIa 3TO CIUIIKOM TTO3THO.

B ToT camblil MOMEHT, Korna BepoHuka, Xitronasi HOCOM, IEPEBEPHYIIa OUEPEAHYIO CTPAHUILY, ABEPh OTBOPUJIACh, U B
CHAJIbHIO BKaTWJIOCh MHBAJIUIHOE KPECIIO.

Beponuka obomiena. Ee 3acTykanu Ha MecTe MPECTYIUICHUS: B KOMHATe, IJIe €€ HE JOJDKHO OBITh, J1a €Ile C Yy)KUM
JTHEBHUKOM B pyKax.

ITozamu kpecna masums Cepreii. OH BUHOBAaro pa3Bei pyKaMu, CIOBHO M3BUHsACh. HaBepHska OH IIymell, Kak MOT,
MTOJHUMAsI KPECIIO HAaBEpPX, HO BepoHUKa CIMIIKOM yBIEKIJIACh YUTEHHUEM.

IlepBoit mosuanue Hapyumia M3onpaa KapiaosHa:

— A 4-TO Bce yMaro, C 4ero MHE BAPYT CTOJIBKO BHUMAHUS YIEIISIOT.

[Ilexn Beponuku 3ambiiany, Kak eciid Obl K HUM IPOJIOKUIIN pacKaleHHbIe J0xKu. Crapylika goraianachk 00 HX ¢
Cepreem miaHe.

— Crynaii, Cepexa. Y Tebs MHOTO paboThI B cany. [lanblie s cama.

Cepreit He nocmen ocaymarbes. [Ipexnae yem ocraButh Beponuky Haenune ¢ M3onpmoit KapioBHoii, oH mocian eu
IIOJIHBIN couyBcTBUS B3I, «Kpenucs!», — o3navan Tot. M oHa kpenunack. Huuero apyroro €it He ocTaBaioch.

JIBepb 3a CaJOBHUKOM 3aKpbUlach, W CTApyIIKa MOAKATHJIA WHBAIMJHOE KPECIO Ha IPUBBIYHOE MECTO — IPAMO
HanpoTuB Beponuku. U3onpaa KapnoBHua BeITsHYNA 11I€T0, 3arIs/bIBast B OyMaru, ycMexHysnack 0e33y0bIM PTOM H CIIpOCHIIa:

— HNurtepecHo?

— Bam Ob1 poMaHnbl mucaTh, — NoxBanuia Beponuxka.

— D710 4T00BI HUYETO HE 3a0bITh. C BO3pAacTOM NaMATh MPUTYILISIETCS.

— Bp1 Hanmcanu 310 HepaBHO? — mopaswiack Beponuka. OHa-To aymana, 4To 3allUCH CAENIAHbl B T€ rojaa, Koraa
CIIyYUJIMCh OMHUCaHHbIE B HUX coObITHs. CTano sCHO, MmoyeMy B JHEBHUKE OTCYTCTBYIOT uncia. Crapylika MpocTo He
IIOMHUJIA TOYHBIE 1ATHI.

— Ilocne nHcynpra Havana. [IycTh XOTh 4TO-TO OT MEHS OCTAHETCSI IOTOMKAM.

— S nomxHa W3BMHMUTHCA, — IpobopMoTana Beponuka. — S BIoMuiach K BaM B KOMHATy, YMTajla Ball JHEBHUK.
MHe y>kaCHO CTBITHO.

— bouniscs 3a ceiHa? — BMeECTO OkuAaeMoro nopunanus cnpocuia Mzonsna Kapiosna.

Beponuka kuBHYyIa.

— W nmpaBuibHO Aenaenb. ITO MYKUMHBI [TIOKA TPOM HE T'PSHET, HE MEePEeKPECTITCS, a Mbl — )KCHIMHBI — 000 BCEM
3apaHee aymaeM. Bpyr rpo3y MUHOBATh MOJTYYUTCS, TOTAA U KPECTUTHCS HE IPUIETCS.

— U Bce-Taku s mocTynuia HEKpacuBo, — B3I0XHYJIa BepoHuka.



— CornacHa. Morta Obl IPUATH KO MHE M TIOTIPOCUTH, YTO TeOe Hano. Pa3zBe Obl s 0TKa3anma?

— BbI MHe conranu! — oOBHHEHHME COPBAIOCH C A3bIKA MPOTHUB BOJIH.

N3onbna KapnosHa momkana ryosl. [71a3a cTapyliky MOJBIXHYIW OTHEM, B KOTOpOM BepoHWKa ymisiienu OTrOJOCKH
TOTO TUIAMEHH, YTO BUJeNa Ha (hoTorpadusx. 3HAYHT, €CTh eIle MOPOX B TOPOXOBHUIIAX!

Hu ronpl, HU TATOTHL, HU OTEPU HE YHUUTOXKWIM 3Ty UCKPY. BepoHMKa HEBOJIBHO MT03aBUA0BAIA CTAPOM JKEHIIMHE. B
Hell caMoil momoOHOW HCKpBl OTpomsich He Obuto. OHA, Kak 3TO MPUHATO TOBOPHUTH, ObLIa 3aypsaHOW. MuJoM,
CUMIIaTUYHOM, HO 3aypsiaHoi. be3 uztomuHku. [IpuunHa Kpbutack B MHTEpHATE, rae Bhipocia Beponuka. Tam oHa ycBomia
OJTHY TIPOCTYIO UCTUHY: YeM MEHbIIC Ha TeOs 0OpamaloT BHUMAaHHUS, TEM Jy4IlIe.

— S pacckaszana Tebe Bce, UTO UMeJo 3HaueHune, — npouenuia M3onsaa KapmosHa.

— IIpo To, uto JIeonomasa HE ChIH BalEro My)Ka Bbl yMOJI4aidu. byznere yrBepx1aTh, 4TO 3TO HEBAXXHO?

Crapyuika oTBepHyiach oT Beponuku. OHa cMOTpesia Ha jiec, BUTHEIOIMICA U3 OKHA cnajdbHU. BepoHuka 3aMeTuna:
Ta 4acTo K HeMy oOpaianach, Oyaro coBeroBaiach. Eif ctano He mo cebe. OTUeTIMBO BCIIOMHUJICS HEJIABHUM KOIIMAp:
MOBEIICHHBIN MPUCTATBHO DIAIUT Ha Hee. OHAa HEOCO3HAHHO OKMHY/IA B3IVISAOM KPOMKY Jieca. YOeausiach: TaM HHKOTO
HET.

— byny, — HakoHell, mpoBopyYasa CTapylliKa. — IJTO KacaeTcs TOJIbKO MEHS U1 ApHOJIbAA.

— Ho Benp cpasy sicHO, moueMy OH MPOKJISII Bac, BalllMX J€Tel U BHYKOB. Bce moTomy, 4To CbIH HE ero!

— On ObI HUKOT/IA TaK He nocTymt! — B3BuIachk M3onpna Kapiosna.

— BBl camu paccka3any MHE O POKJISATUU. Bbl BepuTe B HETo. A KOTja s Halwia eMy OObSICHEHHE, YTBEPKAaeTe, UTO 5
HE IpaBa.

Crapyika omycTuiia TOJIOBY W 3aKpbUia JUIO pykamu. JKecT ObUT ONHOBPEMEHHO TPOTarelbHBIM W BHHOBATHIM.
Beponnka monsuta, 9ro maBuTh Oecmoisie3Ho. Jla u cmbicia HeT. CBoum moBenaeHueMm M3onpna KaprmoBHa moarBepauia
CITyXH.

— XoTs Obl ckaxkute: oH xuB? HacTosmnmii oTen Bamero chiHa.

— Her, ero yxe 1aBHO HeT.

BepoHuka THUXOHBKO BCTaja € Kpecia, MOJOKUB JIMCTHl JHEBHHUKA OOparHO Ha MOAOKOHHUK. OHa coOupalach
MMOKUHYTh KOMHATy, HO M30mnbaa KapnoBHa cxBatuiia ee 3a pyky. BepoHuka octaHOBUIACh U OTJISTHYJIACh HA CTAPYLIKY.

— 3abynem 060 BceM. S Tebds npocTtuna. [1o3Bosb Tede TOMOYD.

He ycnena Beponuka oTpearupoBarh, Kak cTapas >KEHIIMHA IMOJIKAaThJIa KPeciao K CTONKE KHUT B YIIIy 332 KPOBAaThIO.
Heckonbko MUHYT OHa nepedupaia ux, B U'TOre OCTaHOBUB BbIOOP Ha «OcTpoBe cokpoBuIly CTUBEHCOHA, BhITAIMIIA KHUTY
u3 o0meil Kydn W BCTpsxHyIa. Ha mon BbImanmm aBa CKpEIICHHBIX MEXIy coboil nmucrta. OtOpocuB kHury, M3o0mpaa
KapiioBHa noaHsiia 1ucThl U IPOTAHYNIA X BepoHuke.

— Yt0 5TO? — crnpocuiia oHa.

— B3risHu cama.

Beponuka B3suia nokymeHThl. ToHkasi Oymara cjerka mojaparvdbajia B HampspKEeHHBIX maibliax. OHa CHsIa CKpEnKy,
paznenuB cTpaHulbl. B 1ieHTpe 000MX TMCTOB ObUIO HATMCAHO HECKOJBKO MPEIOKEHHH OT pyKU. bbuto BUAHO, 4TO mUcaiu
WX pa3HbIC JIIOAW — MOMYEPKHU OTIMYAIUCH, HO, YIUBHTEIBHOE JI€]0, TEKCThI ObUIM WIACHTUYHBI, KaK Oparhst OMM3HEIBL. «S1
Bce 00aymant u penmi. [Ipomaiite», — mpouna BepoHrka u Ha mepBOM, U Ha BTOPOM JIHCTE.

CMyTHOE y3HaBaHUE IIEBEIILHYIOCH Ha 3aBOPKAaxX cO3HaHWSA. HemaBHO OHa yuTaja HEYTO MoA0OHOE. BCIOMHUTE OBl
rze.

Ha nomomnis npunuia crapyiika, HOsICHUB:

— DTO nmpeAcCMEepTHhIE 3aMMCKU. Ta, KOTOPYIO Thl IE€PKULIb B JIEBOM pyKe, MPUHAICKUT MOEMY MYXKY, a Ta, YTO B
npaBoi — ceIHy. [locie pacciienoBanuii s ONPOCUia OTAATh UX. MHe ITONUIY HAaBCTpedy, U sl COXpaHUIIA 3aIIUCKU.

— To xe camoe nHanucan bopuc, — mpomentana Beponuka. He cumras npunuckum Ha 0OpaTHON CTOpOHE,
pom@aIbHOe MUChMO bopuca komupoBajo Te, YTO OHa Jepkayia B pykax. ¥ BepoHHMKHM Mypalku 1Mo KOXKe MoOeKalu.
Hukorna mpexkzie oHa Tak OCTpo HE OIlylliajia OJu30CTh MOTYcTOpoHHEro. OHa TOUHO 3amIsiHY/Ia 3a 3aHaBECh MPUBBIYHON
JKU3HU U TaM €l OTKPbUIACh MOpPA3UTENIbHAS KapTHHA: BCE MPUYHMHBI U CJICACTBUS OBITHUS BOBCE HE TaKHe, KAKUMU JIHOIU
MIPUBBIKIIN UX BUJIETh.

— Teneps ThI Bepuinb B nipokistre? Hu Moit ChiH, HU TeM OoJiee BHYK HE 3HAIH COEPIKaHHE 3aMMUCKU APHOIBIA. DT
OH mpuien 3a HUMU. OH pyKOBOJIMJI UX PYKOM, KOT/Ia OHU MHCAIHN MOCJIETHUE B CBOEU JKU3HU CTPOKH.

I'masa 10

Murts ¢ Tpyrom aoxaaics Bedepa. OH eBa HE IpbIrajl OT paJoCTH, KOTJa 32 OKHOM CTYCTHUJIMCHh cyMepKu. OObIYHO
OHU ¢ Mamo# Oonranm niepen cHoM. OH pacckasbiBajl €, Kak MPOINell AeHb, OHA BHUMATEIBHO CIIyIIajia M J1aBajia COBETHI
Ho B 3TOT pa3 Muts Havan 3eBarh MOYTH cpasy, Kak oHa Bomwia. CraparensHO W300pakas yCTalIOCTh, OH IMPUKPHLUT T1a3a.
Mame HUYero He 0CTaBaJIOCh, KaK BBIKIIOYUTH CBET U YUTH.

MuTs eme 0ATO JeKall B IOCTEINH, MPUCTYIIMBASICH K MOpoXaM. YOexIalcs, 4To Bce yCHYMU. JIUIb mocie Toro, Kak



JIOM OKOHYATENbHO 3aTHX, OH OTKUHYJI OZESI0 U BCTAJL. 3aJie3 MO KPOBaTh U BBITAIMI HAUJECHHYIO HA YEPJIAKe TOCKY.

Kak Obul B mmxkame, OH yceJcs Ha IMOJ U MPUCTPOUI JOCKYy Ieped coOoil. 3a JeHb OHA CTpPaHHBIM 00pa3oM
n3MeHunach. OT Hee y)Ke He BesJI0O BOCXUTUTEIbHBIM apOMaToM XBOH, J1a U Ha OIIyIlb OHa ObUIa XOJMOAHOW. MUTS cMOTpen
Ha Hee U HeJOYMEBAJ, YTO MPUTATATEILHOTO OH HAIIeJl B ’TOM KYCKE JIPEBECHUHBI?

OH MOKpYTHJI IOCKY, MepedynTan andaBuT, HO ObUIOE OYapOBaHUE HE BEPHYIOCh. MuTs paccTpomics. Bexoaur, o
MPOBET IEHb B HAIIpacHOM oxkuaanuu. Jlydie Ob1 OH 3a0pall ¢ uepaaka MoIeh MAIIMHKY UJTH TY JKe I0Ty.

OH xoTen crpsTarh J0CKy 00paTHO, a 3aBTpa BEPHYTh €€ Ha MECTO, KOrJja YBUEI BaJSIONIMICS B MBUIN MO KPOBAaThIO
TpeyronbHUK. OH cOBCeM 3a0bUI, UTO K JIOCKE MpHUiIarajics 3TOT OSCHONIe3HbI Ha MEpBBIA B3I MpeaMeT. MUTs jer Ha
’KUBOT U BBITSIHYI pyKy. OH BbIOpasics U3-110J] KPOBAaTH BECh B KOMBSIX MBUIH, 3aTO C 3a)KaThIM B KYJIaKe TPEYroJIbHUKOM.

Kak TOnMbKO OH OMYyCTHJ TPEYroJdbHUK Ha JOCKY, Ta Maru4eckuM obOpa3zom mpeoOpasmiack. TouHo (des B3MaxHyna
BONIICOHON TajmodKkoil. MUTS CHOBA OIIYTHJI BOJHBI TEIJIa U TEPIKOTO apoMara XBoW. J[ocka M TpEeyroinbHUK ObUTH Tak
TECHO CBSI3aHBI JPYr C IPYroM, YTO OIUH Oe3 Jpyroro He MOIIM CYIIECTBOBaTh. Bce "aponmeiicTBO 3akio4yanoch B TOM,
YTOOBI X COETUHUTH.

Ho BOT kak u Kyaa mpuMeHHUTh 3Ty cuiny? Muts 3agymancs. Pa3Mbiiuisisi, oH BO3WII TPEYroJIbHUKOM 10 Jtocke. [Ipocto
tak. He ormaBast ordera B CBOMX JIEHCTBHUAX. B Kakoil-To MOMEHT OH yOpas pyKy, ¥ IPOU30IINIO HEBEPOSATHOE: TPEYTOJIHbHUK
0e3 BCAKOM MOMOIIM CO CTOPOHBI MPOonokui Asurarsesi. OT OykBbl k OykBe. Kak ecin 6b1 HaOupan cinoBo. K-A-b-U-H-E-T
— pouuTal MuTs, npex/ie 4eM B yxKace OTIPSHYI OT JOCKH.

OH nsATUICA, NTOKa CIIMHA HE YIEepJach B CTEHY. TpeyrojibHUK MPOIOJIKAN JIBUTAThCs, HO C 3TOr0 pakypca Mute He
ObuT0 BUHO OykB. Jla oH W He xoTen ux BUACTh! Jlocka Hamyrana ero. Maes mourpars ¢ HEH y)Ke HE Kaszanaach XOPOIICH.
3auem oH BooOIIIe rosie3 Ha yepaak? Jlydine Obl cCMOTpeN ¢ HAHEH cepuat.

Tpeyronsauk 3amep. OH OoJiblile HE €JI03UJI O JEepPeBO, CKpebds ero TouHo Komka. KomHara morpysuiach B TULIMHY.
3BEHSIIYI0, HACTOPOKEHHYIO TULIIMHY. MUTS 4yBCTBOBAJI: TPEYrOJIbHUK OCTAHOBUJICS HE MPOCTO Tak. OH BBDKUAET.

Tenno uaymee or nqocku Bo3pocio. Ka3anoch, B HIEHTpe KOMHAThl HAXOIUTCS HE KYCOK JE€peBa, a MbIIIYIIAas )Kapom
neuka. Crano aymHo. MuTs aplman yacto U npepeiBucto. Kuciopona ¢ kaxa0ii MUHYTON CTaHOBUJIOCH BCE MEHbILE. MUTS
MOMBITAJICS 3aKpU4aTh, HO 3BYKM HE KeJalu MoKugarh ropio. Jlocka ciaoBHO TpeboBana, yToObl OH MPUOIU3WICS U
MPOYUTAI COOOILCHHUE.

OH ObLT BBIHYXKJEH NOAUYMHUTHCS. Ha koneHsax moxmon3 oOparHo K gocke. He oueHb OIM3KO, Tak 4TOOBI B3VISIHYTh
OIHMM TJIa3KOM W Cpa3y OTIPSHYTh Ha 0€30MacHOe PacCTOSIHHE. BBITSHYI IIEI0 U MPOYUTAT KOPOTKOE CIOBO «aa». Ho oH
HE 3aJ1aBaJi Bompoca!

Crounio npoyecTh MocjaaHue, Kak Bce MPUIIIO B HOpMY. B KoMHaTy BepHYIICS KUCIIOPO U HOpMaJibHas TeMIeparypa, a
K MuTe rosioc. PacnaxayB poT, OH 3aBOMUJ BO BCIO TJIOTKY.

Kpuxk B cunTaHHble MTHOBEHMS MOAHSUT HA HOTM oM. Bckope B cnaybHIO BOpBajach pacTpenanHas marb. Hukorna
MPEKJIe OH HE BUJIET €€ TAKOW B3BOJIHOBAHHOM.

Kak Tonbko nosiBuinack Mama, Muts cmosik. OJHUM CBOMM BHUJIOM OHA pa3orHajia KoIMap, BIPBAB €0 U3 LENKHUX JIall
yKkaca. BexnumnbiBasi, OH IOHSJICS € KOJIEH ¥ OpOCUIICS K HEel B OOBSTHSL.

— Twuie, Tuie, MOW MaJeHbKHI, — HAIllCTIThIBaa OHAa eMy Ha yxo. — Mama yxe 31ech. S He nam 1e0s B oOuy.

MuTtst UICKpEeHHE BEpuJI, UYTO Tak M OyaeT. Mama cymeeT ero orpajuTh OT BCEX HEB3roA. B TOM umncie u OoT KyTKOM
JIOCKU C TPEYroJbHUKOM, KOTOPKIN JBUTAETCS caM 1o cebe.

B xomuare 3axercs cBeT. MUTS OTOpBaJs 3apeBaHHOE JIMLIO OT Iuleya Marepu. B aBepHOM mpoeme crosia 6alymka
Cgera. B 3amaxHyroM W MOABS3aHHOM Xaliare, ¢ 3a0paHHBIM B XBOCT BOJIOCAMH, B pyKaX BEYHAs CIyTHUIIA — TPOCTh CO
31100HBIM Tpr(OHOM — OHA BBIINISZEIIA TaK, CJIOBHO TIIATEIHHO FOTOBMIIACH K BBIXOMY U3 cralbHU. JInio y Hee ObUTo KpaiiHe
HEJIOBOJIBHOE.

— UYTo cTpsicioch Ha ATOT pa3? — 0Oalylka OKMHY/Ia KOMHATy B30POM CXOKMM Ha B30p Tpu(]OHA: CTEHBI, KPOBaTh
MuTu 1, HaKOHEN, NOJI, T/I€ €€ B3TJIsA]] CHOTKHYJICS O J0CKy. — Kak oHa 371ech ouyTuiiach? ITo0 Thl €€ mpuHec?

babymka marnyna k Mute. OH cripsTalicst 3a CHUHOW MaMbl, KOTOpas BBIMPSIMHUIACH B TIOJHBIN POCT.

— O 4eMm BBl TOBOpPHUTE? — Mama Mperpauia MyTh HaIBUTAIOIICICS Ha HETO 0a0yIIKe.

— Cnuputndeckas 10cka, — Ta yKa3aja Ha nojl. — YTo oHa 37ech Jaenaer?

— $1 He xoTen, — omepexas MaTepUHCKUI THeB, TpobopMoTan Muts. OH 0co3HaBall, YTO MOCTYIHI JTypHO, HO Kak
OOBSICHUTH B3POCIIBIM, UTO JI0CKA MPAKTUUECKH 3aCTaBUIa B3STh €€ ¢ COOO.

— OTO0 ThI IPUHEC JOCKY? — TENEPh YK€ U MaMa MOBEPHYJIACh K HEMY U CMOTpEJia CTPOro-IPECTPOro.

— S, — Murts noBecui ronosy. Jlydiie mpu3HaThCs BO BCEM U MOJYYHUTh 3aCTyKCHHBIN HAroHSM, 4YeM YBUJIMBATh U
OBITh HAKA3aHHBIM BIBOWHE: 32 MPOCTYIOK U OOMaH.

— 3aueM? — mopasuiachk MaMa. — ['71e ThI ee B3s1?

— Ha uepaake, — OH pOUTHOPUPOBAI MEPBBI Borpoc. OTBET HA HETO HAXOUJICS 32 TPAaHBIO HOPMAJIbHOCTH.

— TrI X011 HA Yepaak?

Murts He OHSII, K 4eMy nepecrnpanmparh. Kak Obl OH MOT B3STh IOCKY C YepJaKa, eclid He ObUT TaM?



— DTo Bce Balla XBajJeHas HsHS, — MaMa oOepHylIach K 0alymike, u OH oOserdeHo B3MoxHYI. IlycTh OHa HampaBuT
CBOM THEB Ha HEe.

— Hu k yemy cBanuBarh ¢ O0JIBHOMN TOJIOBHI HAa 3JOPOBYIO, MUJIOUKA, — MapupoBana 0adymika. — Eciu Tel He B cuiiax
BOCTIMTATh ChIHA, BAHUTH HAJIO TOJBKO ceOs. HsHs TyT HU TIpH deM.

— Murts — xoponmii ManpauK. [IpocTo OH moABMKEH, Kak Bce AeTH. I Obl MpoBepuIia, YeM Ballla HSHS 3aHUMAETCS
BMECTO TOTO, UTOOBI MPUCMATPUBATD 32 PEOCHKOM.

— TBO# 3070TOM MaJRYUK — BOPOBATHIA JTYHHUILIKA. DTO Thl TOXE CHHIICHIb HA PACTYINMWA JETCKUN OpraHu3M? —
6alyrmika yka3ana Ha MUTIO KOHIIOM TPOCTH, M OH HEBOJILHO Chexuics. Kazanock, OHa BOT-BOT IPOTKHET €TO0.

— C MeHs JI0BOJIbHO, — TOJIOC Y MaMbl 3By4all 0OMKeHHO. MuTe ObUIO kKallb Mamy, U OH B3SUI €€ 3a PYKY, YTOOBI
nojaepxarb. — Wuem, ceiHoK. CerofHst Thl Oyaenb criaTh CO MHOM.

OOpanoBaHHBIA ATOM HOBOCTHIO, OH TOIIENT Beie 3a MaMoi. Hu 3a 4To Ha cBeTe OH OBbI HE OCTAJICSI HA HOYb B CBOECH
KOMHaTe.

— IIpexkpacHo, — B CHUMHY MM cKa3ajga 0alymka, — peOCHOK HAIKOMWJ, a Thl €ro Moompsenn. YyaecHbIH
BOCIIMTATEJIbHBIA XOJI.

Mama He oTBeTHJa, OHa TOJBKO YCKOpWJIA IIAr, €Ba JM HU HACUJIbHO BHOUXHYIA MHUTIO B CHAJbHIO U XJIOMHYIA
JIBEPBIO.

— J1o 4ero BpeHas )KeHIMHA! — MoKayasia OHa FOJIOBOM.

— Tr1 cepanibesa? — cupocua MuTs.

— He na Te6s1, — oHa moTpemnasia ero mo rojoBe. — XOTs Thl TOKE ObLT HE Ha BHICOTE.

— Kak 3To noHATh «HE Ha BbICOTE»? MBI Kak pa3 Ha BBICOTE — Ha BBICOTE BTOPOIO 3TAXKA.

— 51 xoTenla ckaszaTh, 4TO THI IUIOXO ceOs Ben. Ha koit Tebe monamoOmiack 3Ta gocka? 3adeM THI BOOOIIE ITojIe3 Ha
yepaak?

— Mmne 0bUTI0 CKy4YHO, — TIpU3HaiCsA MuTts, npsdack o oxesuto. [loctens Obuta MITkoit ¥ ymoOHOW. A Korja MaMa
JIerJia pSAOM C HUM CTajla elle U HEeMpPeCTYITHOM.

— To1 yoexxan oT HIHU?

— OHa OCTOSIHHO CMOTPUT CepUaJIbl, a OHU TAKUE 3aHYyTHBIC.

— Hy, xopo1o, — MaMa moJI0TKHYJIa OJes10, YTOOBI eMy cliaile crajiock. — Ho 3a4em ThI B35 1OCKY?

— OHa MeHs 00 TOM TOINPOCHIIa, — INETIOTOM Ipu3HaiIcs MuTs, HaOIroAast 32 MaMOU Yyepe3 MOMYMPUKPHITHIC BEKH.

— Kak tak? — oHa o3agaueHHO HaxMypuiack. — CioBamu?

— Her, HO g 4yBCTBOBAJI, 4YTO OHA XOYET MOUTHU CO MHOM.

— Iloyemy Toraa ThI Kpruyan?

— Iloromy 4TO JOCKa MeHs Hamyrana, — MuTe ObUIO HEIPUSITHO BCIIOMUHATH 00 3TOM, HO paJyi MaMbl OH CAENal HaJll
coboit ycunue.

— Kax umenHo ona te0s Hamyrana?

— TpeyronbHuk asurancs caMm 1o cede. OH Moka3biBaj MHE OYKBBL

— Kakune OykBbI? — cIipocuiia MaMa U 3aMepJiia B OKUJaHUH OTBETA.

— Oro 6bun OykBeI K, A, b, U, H, E, T, a motom st ucnyrasicst u 0oJibinie He unTall. B KOHIlE JOCKa CKa3ajia MHE «Ja.

— A TBI 0 YEeM-TO €€ CIpanmBan’?

— Her.

Mama HakJIOHWJIAach K HEMY M ToresioBaia B 100. OT NMPUKOCHOBEHHsS €€ TyO MO TeNly pa3iiiioCh TEIUIO, CIIOBHO OH
BBIITUJI YAIIKY FOPSYEro Kakao.

— Cnu, Manplll, — OHa MOMIaJuia ero meky. — TebGe MpUCHUIICS TypHOH COH, Kak U MHe HenaBHO. Ho Temeps Bce
o3aju.

Mutst xoten Bo3pa3uTh. Cka3arh, YTO OH HE CHajl, U BCe OBLIO B3ampaBly, HO YCTAOCTh Jana o ce0e 3HaTh U OH
3aCHYIL

% %k 3k

Kro-to Tonkuyn BepoHuky B cniHy. byaTo xonmomHas JIaioHb Jienia €l MeXIy Jionarkamu. Bcero Ha oguH Kparkuii
MUT, HO 3TOTO XBaTUJIO JUIS TPOOYKICHUSL.

Beponuka yacto 3amoprana, oco3HaBas, riae HaxonuTcsa. OHa jexana B mocTenu. PAooM Bo cHe THUXO IMOcambIBaj
Muts. W3-nion onesna BUAHENACH JIMIIb €ro Makymka. ChIH CIIaJKo Craj, Halo ObUIO MOJIAThCS JApeMe UM CHOBA MPUIICUb
psaaoM ¢ HUM, HO BepoHuka HHUKaKk HE MoIVIa YCIIOKOUThCs. THIlMHA, Iapsias B KOMHATe, JOJDKHA ObUla YCIIOKauBaTh, HO
TOJBKO HE B 3TOT pas.

Cepaue ounock o pedpa. Bpsin mu ona cmoxeT ycHyTh. Hano ymbIThes. PaHbiie 3T0 HeXuTpas mpolieaypa moMoraie
MIPUBECTH MBICIU B MOPsI0K. Bosla cMbIBaeT Bce HAHOCHOE, YHOCHUT TeYalu.

Beponuka ¢ HacnaxJeHHEM OIOJOCHYIAa JUIO M Inero. TyMaH B TrojioBe paccesicsi, Cepile BO3BPaTHIOCH K
MPUBBIYHOMY PUTMY, HO HaNPSKEHHBIC HEPBBI M HE TyMaJl paccaadiIsThCs.



B xopuaope no myru k crnaibHe BepoHuke moyyauinock, 4To Ha JECTHUIE KTO-TO ecTh. OHa Oblia TOTOBA MOKJIACTHCS,
YTO cibllajia mard. YenoBek MeIIeHHO, HE CKpbIBasCh, CIycKaicsa B xoiul. IlepBbIM aenom oHa nogymana npo Ceernany
I'eoprueBny. Ho Ta XoauT ¢ TpOCTBIO, M €€ MOXOAKA CONMPOBOXKIAETCA yIapaMM MaJKHA O MOJI. 3BOHKOE «TPAaHI» HU C YEM
HeJb3s cIyTaTh. HUUero noxoxero ¢ HpIHEIHUM IIIyMOM.

Kto kpoMe CBEKpOBU MOKET pas3ryauBarh nmo Aomy cpenud Houn? Kanauparypa M3omsasl KapinoBHbl oTnagana m3-3a
MHBaJUAHOIO Kpecyia. Pauca Ha Houb Bo3Bpal@eTcs K npecrapenoil Marepu. OHa, kak u Cepreil, He HouyeT B fome. Muts
crut. OHa BUJIENa €ro B IIeIb HEMJIOTHO MPUKPBITON ABepu. Ha 3TOM CIiHCOK BO3MOMXHBIX HOUHBIX T'YIISIK OOpHIBAJICS.

A uto eciu 310 Bop? IIpoOpancs B 1oM U XO3sIHUYAET Ha MepBOM 3Taxe. M, MOXKeT, cTaTbesl, BOT-BOT J00epeTcs 10
BTOpOro. Bapyr on Boopyxen? Ot 3Tol MbIciu cepane Bepornuku 3a0mnock cuibHee mpexHero. OHa yoexaana ceds, uTc
BCEMY BUHOH CTapble MOJIOBULIBL, HO HCTOLIHBIM BOIUIb IIECTOTO YyBCTBA 3ariIyllal TUXUM rojloc pazyma.

Bwmecto Toro uToObI BEpHYThHCS B criayibHIO, BepoHuka marnyna k jgectHuie. OHa ¢ Omackol BBINVISIHY/JIA W3-3a yIia,
IpHKKUMas IOTHBIE JIaJJoHU K cTeHe. Hukoro. Tonbpko mouyanaock, OyATO MENbKHY/A Ybs-TO CIIMHA HA TIOBOPOTE B NAIBHUN
KOPHUAOp MEepBOro 3Taxa. MoxxeT, Bcero-HaBcero Mmupax. [Ipesomienne qyHHOTo cBeTa. A, MOKET, 4TO MOXYXKE.

YyBCTBysl, Kak JApoxar KoJeHKH, BepoHuka crynuia Ha gecTHuny. OHa 1U1a aKKypaTrHO, BEIMEPSIsl KaKJIbIH I11ar, YTOObI
HU OJJHA CTYIEHb HE CKPUIIHYNA oA HoraMmu. [Ipu 3ToM OHa Tpycuia Tak OTYasHHO, YTO BIOPY OBbLIO OTKA3aThCS OT IIIYION
3aTen co ciexkoil. Ho uTo-To HeM3MeHHO TOJKaNo ee Brepel. TouHo uyxas pyka MO-IPEeKHEMY JaBHIa B 00JaCTh MEXIY
JIOTIATKaMU, KaK ¥ B MOMEHT MPOOYKICHUSI.

Jlo xoHna necTHUIbl BepoHuka ycmena MHOroe nepeaymarb. Hampumep, oHa aymana o TOM, 4TOOBI 10O3Barh Ha
nomortik. Ho koro? MoskHo noranarscsi, 4To oTBeTHT el CBeTniana ['eoprueBHa, eciii oHa pa30yIuT ee BTOPOU pa3 3a HOYb.
A Gospllie B IoMe MOMOUIHUKOB HEeT. bbul emie BapuaHT MO3BOHUTH B moiunuio. Ho yto um ckazars? Urto el mpuBuiencs
yenoBek? [lepBriit e Bompoc OyaeT: «Bbl ceroaHst mumm ?».

[To BceMy BBIXOAWIIO, YTO € MPEICTOUT pa300paThCsi BO BCEM CAMOCTOSTENBHO. A YK€ IOTOM, €CJIHM MOHAJA00UuTCH,
3BaTh Ha ITOMOIIIb ¥ 3BOHUTH KYyJ1a CIEAYET.

[TepBblii 5Taxk BcTpeTuia ee 6e3amonBueM. Yepes pacnaxHyTyio JBEph B TOCTUHYIO B XOJUT IPOHHKaN cBeT. [losnocoit oH
MPOJIET MO IEHTPY I0Ja, HallOMUHAsI JTYHHYIO TOPOKKY Ha o3epe. Ho uroObl nornars mpuspaunyio ¢urypy, Beponuke
HeoOXonuMo OBLIO CBEpHYTH 3a YroJl: B MpayHbIi, JTUIICHHBIM BCSIKOTO HaMeKa Ha OcCBelleHHue kopuaop. OHa HU pa3y He
3a0penaia Tyna, a IOTOMY He 3Haja, YTO OH CKPHIBAET.

W3 TeMHOro Kopuaopa JOHECCs YETKUM 3BYK — XJIOIIHY/IA ABEpb. BepoHuka B3IporHyna u nepekpecrwiacs. Ilpexne
OHa He 3ameydalia B cebe 0co00i PeTMruo3HOCTH, HO pyKa HEMOCTHKUMBIM 00pa3oM 3Haja, 4yTo JellaeT.

Beponuka riyOoko B3mOXHYIa W 3ajepikana apixaHue. OHa 4yBcTBOBajia ceOsi mapamroTucToM. Bor ceifuac ona
CEJIaeT 1ar B TEMHOTY, KaK IPBITHET C CaMOJIETa, BETEp MOAXBATUT €€ U 3aKpYyXUT. [ 0J10Ba, B caMOM Jieiie, 3aKpyKHUJIach,
KaK TOJBKO OHA IEpeceKya I0JIOCYy CBETa M O4yTHJIaCh BO MpAaKe, HO OHAa BCE €lIe TBEPAO CTosla Ha Horax. Pasee uro
KOJIEHH HEMHOTI'O ITOJAParuBau.

BrITsiHYyB pyku nepea co0oi, 4ToObl HE HAaTKHYTh Ha MPEMSATCTBUE, OHA MPOJBHUraiach BIepea. 3a Mmapy MUHYT Ivia3a
MPUBBIKIIM K CKYIHOMY OCBElICHUI0, U BepoHuKka Hadana pa3nuuarh oKpyxkaroume npeameTtsl. OHa oOparuiia BHUMaHuE Ha
OTpBITYIO 1BEPh. Ta ci0BHO *k1ana ee. BepoHuka npuHsIIa NpUIalieHUE U IIarHysia B KOMHATY.

Ot0 O6bUT KabMHET. BcmoMHUIOCH CII0BO, YTO MUTSI poYest Ha ciupuTHYecKoi mocke. CoBraeHue Uik 3HaK?

[Iupokoe, OyaTo 3KpaH B KHHOTEATpe, HE 3aIITOPEHHOE OKHO PacHojiarajJoch HApOTUB JABepH. JIyHHBIH CBET HA MUT
ocnenun Beponunky. OHa yacTto 3amopraia, MbITasch HaBecTH (POKyC, HO KapTHHKY MCKa)kaJld BBICTYNHBILIME Ha Ia3ax
CJIE3BI.

Psner momnok, 3a0uthie KHUTamMu. Koperkw HamoMuHaaM KUpOU4YHYIO Kianky. Kosep Ha momy. Anbnii kak mak. C
poMOaMH pa3HBIX OTTEHKOB U pa3MmepoB. CTOJI Ha TOJCTHIX HOXKax y okHa. Kpecno ¢ GapxarHoii oOuBKkoi. Tak u TsHET
MIPOBECTU IO HEMY JIAJOHBIO, OIIYTHTh, KAaK TKaHb CKOJB3UT MO Koxe. OOCTaHOBKY KaOMHETa 3pEHHE BbIXBATHIBAJIO
II03TAIHO, OJIHO 32 APYTUM.

Bamsag 3agepxkancsa Ha ctoisie. Ciie3sl BBICOXIIM, HO BepoHrKka Bce paBHO HE MOIVIa OPYYUTHCS 3a TO, YTO YBHUACHHOE
peanpHO. Kpecno cierka mporHynaock, OyATO MPHHSIIO TSDKECTh YeloBeYecKoro Tena. Beponuka mpumtypuiack. To mu
paKypc CMEHMIICS, TO JIM OCBEIIEHUE MOMEHSIOCh, HO €l MOKAa3aJ0Ch, YTO 34 CTOJIOM CUIUT MY)KUYHHA: TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI,
OpJIMHBIN HOC, BOJIEBOI MO00PO0K. JIYHHEIA CBET CTPYHIICS BOKPYT (DUTYPHI K B TO K€ BpeMsi OyaTO Yepes Hee.

Beponnka moprayna. 1 BoT yxe My)kunHa Jie)Kall Ha CTOJIC JTUIIOM BHHM3. BMecTo JieBoi yacTu Juiia ObLI0 KPOBABOE
MecuBo. KpacHas )KuaKkocTh CTpyHKOM CTEKaja Ha KOBEP. A TOT BcachlBall €€, KaK HEHACHITHBINM BaMnup. Pyka He3HakomIa
C)KMMaJia peBOJIbBEP, CTBOJI KOTOPOTO IBIMUIICA, KaK €ClId Obl BHICTPEI IIPOrpeMes CEKyHIy Ha3all.

— Jleononpa, — BbIoXHYAa Beponuka. Ilepen neit 6611 coi M30mbas1 KapnoBasl. ToT camblil, KOTOPBINA 3aCTPETHIICS.

Ensa numpe oHa mpoM3Hecla MMs, KaKk MEpPTBEI] MOAHSUI FOJIOBY M mocMmoTpen Ha Hee. CoBceM Kak NMOBEHICHHBIN
HECKOJIbKO JHEeH Ha3ad. W B3 y Hero ObLI B TOUHOCTH TAaKOM Ke: MyCTOM, MepTBbIi. [1yis Bolwia yepe3 BUCOK M BBIIIUIA C
JIPYTO¥i CTOPOHBI, pa3BOPOTUB Yepern. KpoBb Tekia mo meke MOKOWHUKA, COOMPAsICh B YTOJIKE TYO.

BepoHnuky 3arommunio. boiblie Bcero Ha cBeTe €l X0TeJI0Ch C BU3TOM OpOCHTHCS MPOYb U3 KaOMHETA, HO XOJIO CKOBAJI



ee Mo pykaM M HoraMm. Temmeparypa B KOMHare pe3ko ymaina. /[pIxaHue BbIPHIBAJIOCh M30 pTa O€jiabIM MMapoM, TOYHO OHA
BBIJIbIXAJIa CUTAPETHBIN JbIM.

MepTtBen nogaics K Hel HaBCTpedy, JieT TPyabio Ha ¢Toi. OH TSHYI K Hel pyKu, OyATO HaMepHUBaJICs BIEUTHCS B HEE
OneHBIMU NANbLIaMU. BepoHuKa NpUKpbLIa JaJ0HsIMH JUI0, 3aIHINas ToJI0BY. M B 3TOT MUT €€ OKITUKHYJIH:

— YT0 THI 31€CH Aciiacn?

Ot ronoca Ceernansl ['eoprueBasl Beponuka mpumnia B ceds. OHa ykaszama Ha CTOJ, CTapasich HE CMOTPETh B €TC
CTOpPOHY, U TTpobOpMOTaa:

— Tam, TaMm...

— Yro THI MAMIUIIBE? — B CBOCH OOBIYHOM MaHEpe MpoBopyaia cBeKpoBb. OHa BolUIa B KAOMHET M MPUOIU3UIACH K
CTOJLY.

Beponnka mpocneamna 3a Heil B3nsimoM. CTON BRIIISAAEN, Kak 00bdHO. Hukakux cienoB MOKOWHUKA WA KPOBH.
CH0BHO U HE 6BI.]IO UX HUKOrzJa.

['maBa 11

Beponuka nexana B mocrenu. PsmoMm Bo cHe Tuxo mocambiBall Mwuts. M3-moj onesuia BUHENACch OJHA MaKyIIKa.
Cepane Beponuku onmynmrensHO Ounock o pedpa. OHa 1uko 3amepsia, OyaTo MpoBelia MOCIeTHUE Yachl HE B TIOCTENH, a B
xonoauibHOM kamepe. Ee xomoTtuio. 3y0 Ha 3y0 He momagan. JKemasi corperhcsi, OHa YKyTajach B OACSUIO M MPUHSIIACH
pacTupaTh Npearieybs, YToObl KpOBb ObICTpee Mobeskaa 1Mo BeHaM.

Crernana ['eoprueBHa BbICTaBHJIA €€ M3 KaOWMHETa W BeJieJa BEpPHYThCS B KpoBarh. Hukorma eme Beponuka He
BBIMOJIHSJIA YKa3bl CBEKPOBU C TAKUM PBEHUEM.

BocrnomuHaHus 0 BUJCHUU Ka3aJdlCh PEATMCTUYHBIMU, U OBLIO TPYAHO YOEIUTH ceOsl, YTO MOKOMHUK € MpUrpesuics.
Ho ona cymena. Cnucana yxac yBUJCHHOTO Ha COOCTBEHHYIO BIEUaTIMTENbHOCTh. CBIH pacckas3all Mpo CIUPUTHYECKYIO
JIOCKY, 1 OHA HaIllpHUIyMbIBaja HE BECh YTO — KOHTAKT C IPU3PAKOM.

oM nypHO Ha Hee BnuseT. [Ipexae el peaKo CHIWINCH KOIIMAaphl, a TENEPh YTO HU HOYb, TAK OYEPETHOE UCIIBITAHUE
Juisi HepBoB. Hazo 3amissHyTh B anTeKy M KYMUTh YCIIOKOMTENbHOE. DTO ObLa MOCIETHSS MBICIb Mepea TeM, KaKk OHa
3acHyna. OcTaToK HOYM mpolen 6e3 CHOBUACHUH.

Becw cnenyronmii 7eHs Mbicid BepoHWKH TO W /€710 BO3BpaIINCh K KaOuHeTy. Kak ecnu Obl KTO-TO HaMEpPEHHO
HanoMHHaN el o Hem. Uem Oosbmie aymana o Jleomonblae, TeM cuibHEEe pocia B HEW YBEpPEHHOCTb, YTO OHA 00s3aHA
MOOBIBATh B KAOMHETE €IIIe pa3.

[Tocne obena BepoHuka MpsIMHKOM U3 CTOJIOBOM CBEpHYJIa B KOPUAOpP, IO KOTOPOMY Tyisula HOYblO. /lHeM OH
BBITVISAZIENT 0€300MIHO.

Ot 3aBeTHON ABepu €€ oTxeisUla Mapa IIaros, Koraa oHa ycibiuana Ceernany ['eoprueBHy: — Kyma 3To ThI onsrth
UIaenn?

— Penmuia u3y4nTh J0M, — OHa MIOBEPHYIIACh K CBEKPOBH. Ta cTOs1a B Hadaje KOpUAopa, TOUHO CTPaXHUK. — Bl 3a
MHOMU ciaeaute?

— Bor eme! Tonbko Heyero Tebe 31ech mactarb. A Moxer, — CBeTiana ['eoprueBHa mofo3pUTEIbHO COLYpUIach, —
ThI pelia IPUKUHYTh, KaK OyZellb 3/IeCh BCEM paclopsKaThCs, KOTJja MEHS HE CTaHEeT?

— O uemM BbI?

— Ja Bce o ToM xe. Jlymaenb, st He BHXKY, YTO Thl TOJIBKO U J€IIb, YTOOBI 3aM0Iy4UTh OCOOHSIK, @ BMECTE C HUM U
BCE HACJIEICTBO?

Beponuka 3akaTuia riasza. 9To ObUIO Uepecuyp, U OHa He CAepKajlach:

— Bame HacnencTBo myctele ciioBa. Sl OTIMYHO 3HAIO, YTO BBl pasopeHbl. Pabpuku aaBHO HET. JloM neHer He
npuHOcUT. Ha dto BBI )kuBeTe? XBaTUT y)KE CTPOUTH M3 Ce0s KOPOJIeBy. BbI poamiich mMpocToi AepEeBEHCKOM IEBYOHKOM,
BOT M OCTaBalTECh €10. byabTe NPOILE U JII0IU K BaM ITOTSHYTCS.

Jlumo Csernanbl ['eoprueBHBI MONUIO KPAaCHBIMU TsATHaMHU. BepoHuka mnepeOopumia, HO WATH Ha TOMSATHYIO W
U3BUHATHCS HE coOupanach. BrepBble B )U3HM OHa CKasaja, 4TO JyMaeT M YyBCTBOBaJa ce€0sl MPH TOM BEJIUKOJICITHO.
["opao B3aepHyB 10AOOPOIOK, OHA MPOIITIAa MUMO CBEKPOBH.

— Haxanka! — npoxpudana ta el Bcien.

Ho Beponuke He Obu10 Aema g0 nonbiTok CBeTiianbl ['eoprueBHbI €€ 0CKOPOHUTH. JKajb, TONBKO MOMacTh B KAOMHET He
ynanock. Hamo Oynet momsITaTh cyacTbe B Ipyroit pa3. Hampumep, HOubl0, Kor/ia Bce OyayT CraTh.

BepoHuka ¢ HETepneHHeM B BMECTE C TEM CO CTPaxoM jKjaajia mpuoamkenue Beuepa. C omqHOM CTOPOHBI € XOTEIO0Ch
KaK MOXHO CKOpee IoNacTh B 3aBETHYIO KoMHary. Ho 4ro eciau npusBuaeHue nomxkujgaet ee tam? 1 HeBaXHO BEpUT
Beponuka B mpuspakoB unu HetT. Teno pemano 3a Hee. CTOMIO MOgyMarh O KaOMHETe, KaK BOJIOCKM Ha pyKaxX BCTaBaJH
JIBIOOM.

Yacel mpobunm aecsath Beyepa. Beporuka yinoxxkuia Mutio crate. OH COIIachiICsS HOUEBaTh y ce0sl B CrajbHE IMOCTe
TOr0, KaK OHa yBEpHJIAa €ro, YTO CIIUPUTHYECKYIO JJOCKY BEPHYIN OOpaTHO Ha yepak. BeIisM U3 KOMHATHI ChIHA, OHA VIS



Imopsiika cBepHylda B cBow. Ilomoknmana mongyacuka, IpeXkae Y€M CHOBAa BBICYHYThCS B Kopuaop. Heckoibko MHUHYT
BepoHnuka crosuia Ha MecTe, MPUCIYIMBasCch K ImymMaM B JoMe. OHa yOeaunach, 4TO BCE CIST, U CIYCTHJIACh HA TEPBbIN
sTax. Tam ee ’kJ1ajo pa3odyapoBaHHe: IBEpb B kKaOuHeT Obuta 3ameprta. CKOJIBKO OHA HE Jepraja pydky, pe3ylbrara 3TO He
npuHecno. Ha namsrs npunuio, uto Panca XpaHUT KIIOUM OT BCEX KOMHAT HA JJOCKE B KyXHE.

OTtbickaTh J0CKYy ObUl0 HecioxHOo. Kitoun BHcCenM Ha MaleHbKMX Kprodykax Oe3 TMoAmnHuced WM Jpyrux
OIIO3HABaTEJIbHBIX 3HAKOB. BepoHuKka y3Hama kimrod oT yepiaka. OHa Buzena, kak Cperiana ['eoprueBHa 3anupaia UM
YyeplakK Iocie TOro, KaKk OTHECHA TyAa CIUPUTHYECKYIO JOCKY. DTOT KJIFOY BHCENI B CAMOM BEpXy, BEHUYas NUpPaAMHIY U3
OCTaJIbHBIX KJtoue. UTO eciau OHM paclojOKEHbI B CTPOrOM MOPSAJKE: T€, YTO OTKPHIBAIOT JABEPH Ha IEPBOM 3TaXKE B
caMOM HM3Y; T€, 4TO OT BTOpOro Haj HuMH. Ha nuHuuM mepBoro staxka Obuto msTh Kitouei. OHa crpebia UX B Kydy H
HaIpaBUJIach MOJAOUPATH HY>KHBIH.

C TpeTbeil MOMBITKHA €l TTOBE3JI0: JBEPh B KAOMHET OTKphUIach. BepoHUKa OCTOPOKHO KOHYMKAMU TaJIbIEB TOJKHYIA
ee. Henerxo Obuto cHOBa BOMTH ciofa. [locMOTpeTh Ha MONKM ¢ KHUTaMHU-KUPIIMYaMH, Ha KOBEp €IKOro ajoro IBeTa, Ha
MaCCHBHBII CTOJN U, KOHEYHO, Ha YIOTHOE Kpeciio. BepoHuka 3axkriia HacTOJbHYIO JaMITy C 3eJieHbIM abaxypoMm. KomHara
OKpacHJIach B IIPUITHBIE OTTEHKH 3€JI€HU. J{a’ke KOBEp Ha IOJy yXKE HE BBITTIAAE OTTAJIKUBAIOILE.

Beponnka ofomuia KoMHary mo 4acoBod crpenke. OHa camMa He 3Haia, 4TO XOTeJa 37eCh HAWTH, HO YXOIUTH HE
toponuiack. Crpax ucnapwics. Hannuue npuspaka He OLIylIaI0Ch, U OHA PEILNIIA 3a1€P/KATHCS.

[ToBunysics mopsiBy, Beponuka cena B kpecio. Ha To camoe mMecTto, 1ie oHa sSK0OBI Bujeaa npuBuaeHne. IMeHHO B
sToM Kpecie ymep Jleonmonpa. Ha oOuBKe pydku, €CM MPUCMOTPETHCS, MOXKHO OBUIO Pa3lUYUTh HECKOJIBKO KPOXOTHBIX
MATEH KPOBU — CBUAETEIBCTBO €r0 CMEpPTU. Buanmo, ux He 3aMeTUIM BO BpeMs YOOPKHU WJIU K€ MX HEBO3MOXHO BBIBECTH.
BepoHuka mpoBena 10 HUM pYyKOH, NMOHIOXajla naiublbl. Hudero. XapakTepHbld METaUIMYECKHM 3amax KPOBH JAaBHO
BBIBETPHIICS.

OnHa OTKMHYNAch Ha COMHKY Kpeciia M 3aKpbuia rmia3a. KakoBo 3TO 3Harh, 4TO ThI ceifyac yMmMpellb OT COOCTBEHHOM
pyku? OHa HampaBwmJIa yKa3aTedbHBIM mayen cebe B BUCOK, UMHTHPYS PEBOJIBBEP, HO HUYETO HE MOYYBCTBOBaIA. Toraa
Beponuka ckazana: «0ax», — 1 OBAJIWIACK JIMLIOM HA CTOJ, UMUTHPYS 1103y, B KOTOPOH Jexan Jleomnonb.

CronemmHuia 0060Xria MmeKy, Takol JeAsHON oHa Oblia. BepoHuka oTkpbuta rmasza. [[o 3TOil MUHYTHI OHA MYCTh U
CMYTHO, HO T10JIaraja, 4To B €¢ BUJEHUH ObUI cMbIc. HemapoM u3 Bcex KOMHAT B JOME OHA BUepa 3alula HIMEHHO B JTY.

Beponuka yrnepnach 1aioHIMU B CTOJ U yXe coOpanach MOTHATHCS, KOTJa 3aMeTHIa CTpaHHYIO Bellb. B Toil mose, B
KOTOPO# OHa Jiekaia, B3I YIUpaCcs IPSIMO B KHIKHYIO MOJIKY. MIX TyT ObUIO B M30BITKE, HO KOHKPETHO 3Ta OTIMYAIacCh
OT CBOMX TOBapoK. KHUIHU CTOsIIM HE pOBHBIMU psAAaMH, OA0OpaHHBIE 1O BBICOTE U IIMPHUHE MEPEIieTa, a B pa3HOOOMH, YTO
HE COOTBETCTBOBAJIO MJICAIbHOMY MOPAAKY B KabuHeTe. ETo x034uH sSBHO ObLT neganToM. OH Obl HE COBEPILIMI MOAOOHBIN
npomax. Eciiv TOJIpKO HE MOCTaBUIJI KHUTH TaK C ONPEAEICHHON LETbIO.

Beponuka BcTana u3-3a cToja ¥ nouwia K nojake. OcTaHOBUIIACh IIEPE] HEN, HE OCMENINBASICh IPUKOCHYTHCS K KHUTaM.
Ho xenanue pazragars 3arajiky B3suI0 CBOE: OJIHY 3a APYrol OHA BBITACKMBAaJa KHUTHM U CKJIaJbIBaJIa UX Ha NOJI. [[0JHOCTEIO
0cBOOOMB TOJIKY, OHA MpOIlynaja cTeHy 3a Heil. [loctydana, paccunthiBas HailTu TaitHUK. Ho 3Byk Obul mryxuM. Byns Tam
MYCTOTHI, OH OBLT ObI 3BOHKHM.

Pa3ouapoBannas Beponuka npucena Ha noi. Ilepen Heil Beicuiach cronka u3 KHUT. «Hamo Obl BEpHYTH UX Ha MECTOY,
— BSJIO TIOAyMaJla OHA U MOTSHYJIACch 3a BepxHel. B rojgoBy mpuiwio, 4To coBceM He 0053aTesIbHO J0JIOUTh CTEHY, YTOOBI
caenaTh TalHUK. MOXHO CIIpATaTh BaXKHBIE JOKYMEHTBI MEX/1y CTPaHUL], [JI€ OHU IPEKPACHO COXPAHATCH.

OHa cHOBa npuHsUIach 3a Aesio. Ha 3ToT pa3 nmepeBopaunBasia KaXkayl0 KHUTY CTapUIlaMU BHHU3 U TpsCla €€, IT0Ka He
yOenuTcs, 4To B TOW HUYEro HeT. [lelicTBO MOBTOPsIIOCH CHOBA U cHOBa. CTomKa oulyTHMO nopenena. Bmecre ¢ Heil Tasum
Hazexkapl BepoHuku HalTu 4uTo-HUOYAHL crosimee. OHa B3sia MPEANOCICIHION KHUTY 0e3 0co0oil Bephl B ycrex. Tem
cliibHEee ObUIO ee M3yMIJIGHHE, KOTZa K HOTaM yIaja CTOINKa MEPeTSHYThIX JIGHTOUKOM nmuceM. KHura BHyTpH OKasaiach
nojoil. He kHura gaxe, a mKaTysnika.

OTOpocuB KHUTY B CTOPOHY, BepoHnKka HEeMmOCIyIIHBIMHU MajbllaMH pa3Bsi3ana BepeBKy. [Incbma naxim Tunorpadckoi
Kpackoi. JIOMKHO ObITh, MPOMUTANINCH OT KHUTU. PazBepHyYB nepBoe M1UChMO, OHa MPOYMTaia Hayaso.

[Tucana sxeHumHa. MHOTO CJI0OB 0 JTI0OBH, TOCKE U HaJIeXk/1€ Ha CKOpyto BcTpeuy. [IpoberkaB r1azaMu HECKOJIBKO CTPOK,
BepoHnnka moHsuta, 4TO JEPKHT B pykax Jr00oBHYI mepenucky. IlpaBa Mapda CranmciaBoBHa — marb Paucel — vy
Jleononbaa Ob1 poMaH. BepoHuka monuBMiIack Mpo30pIMBOCTH cTapymiek. OTKyaa OHU TOJbKO Bce 3HatoT? He nnaue y
HUX €CTh CEKPETHBIX HH(POPMAIIMOHHBIN KaHAJI.

Ona coOupanach CBEpHYTh NMHUCHbMA, KOTJa 3aMeTuia Kpail ¢otorpaduu, Topuanmii u3 Bopoxa Oymaru. [loTsnyB 3a
Hero, Beponuwka BeITanmia ¢GoTo XEHIMHBL Ta Obl1a aOCOTIOTHOW MPOTHUBOMOJIOKHOCTHIO CBeTiiaHbl [ €OprueBHBHI.
ToHkasi, Kak CTBOJ MOJIOJIOTO JIEpEBIIa, CBETJIOBOJOCAs, ¢ OneqHON Koxkei. bynro Bcs coTkana u3 cBera. BecHymku Ha
IIeKax YCUJIMBaJIM BHedarsieHue. [0BOpsT, y KOro ecTh BECHYIIKH, Te€X JIOOUT conHue. [nsaas Ha gororpaduio, XoTenoch
yabi0aTecs. Takoil cBeTOi 1 10Opoii BEITIIsAAEA 3aNieyaTIeHHas Ha Hel KeHIIMHA.

Beponuka yBiekiach uTeHHEM MHUCEM U pa3lisiblBaHUEM (OTO M HE cpa3y oOpaTuia BHUMaHHUE Ha IIyM BO JABODE.
Jluue Korja B XoJjle pasfalicsi TONOT HOT, OHAa BCKHUHYNA rosoBy. CTeHa kaOuHeTa IMONEPEeMEHHO OKpalMBalach TO B



KpacHBI, TO B CHHUH OTTEHKH, CJIOBHO 32 OKHOM KTO-TO IO OY€peaM BKJIIO4Yaa pa3HOIBeTHBIE (poHapu. [lepBrwiii mok
npoiuen, 1 Beponuka coobpasuia, 4To 3T0 pe3yabTaT padoThl MUTAJIKK Ha MOJIUIIEHCKOM aBTOMOOHUIIE.

OHa BckoYMIIa U 3aMeTallach M0 KOMHATe, MpHKuMasl mucbMa ¢ ororpadueit k rpyad. MHCTUHKT MOACKa3bIBalI: MX
Hazao crupsaTark. Ho kyna? [lonku ¢ KHUTaMu He BBINIAACTH HaICKHBIM yOexxumeM. Eciin oHa cMoriia HallTH Mepenucky,
CMOTYT U JIpyrue. A, Mexay TeM, MIUChMa XpaHUIU BakHYI0 HHpopManuio. C UX MOMOIBIO MOXKHO OTBHICKAThH JIIOOOBHHUILY
Jleomounba ¥ IPONUTH CBET HAa IPUYMHY €0 CaMOyOHIiCTBa.

Beponnka mombexana kK OKHY. 3a HUM poc KycT OosipbIHMKA. TOro caMoro, Ha KOTOpBIA cBamuiics Muts. Hemonro
JyMasi, OHa pacraxHyia OKHO U BeIOpocuia Oymaru Ha ynuily. Kyct coxpaHut ux 1o yrpa.

JBepb C OMIynMTENbHBIM TPECKOM yIApWiach O CTEeHY. BepoHuka enBa ycrena OTBEpHYThbCs OT okHa. Ha mopore
CTOSUIM JIBO€ MY)KUHMH B nosmueickoi popme. He roBopst HM ciioBa, OHU OPOCUIIMCH K HEW, CXBATHIIN 33 PYKHU U 3aILETKHYITH
Ha HUX Hapy4HUKH. He moHumas, 4to nmpoucxoaut, BepoHunka He cOmpoTHBIsUIach. Bece MpoOsSCHUIIO, KOrza €€ BBIBEIN U3
JloMa ¥ rnocaauiv B MaumHy. OHa apectoBaHa!

% 3k sk

3a okHOM Tonuneiickor «Bonrn» menpkanu qoma. OkHa 1Mo OOMbINeH YacTH ObUTM TEMHBL. YJIHITY OCBEIIAN JIUIIb CBET
(dhonapei.

— B uem 51 BUHOBata? — cnpocuiia Beponuxka.

OnuH 13 NOAUIENCKUX, TOT, YTO CHUJIEN Ha MacCaKUPCKOM CUACHHUH, 00CpHYJICS K HEl U OTBETHII:

— K Ham mocTynut 3BOHOK O MPOHMKILEM B JIOM TpaOuTene.

— Ho s xuBYy B 3TOM 0Me! — Bo3myTHiack oHa. — S rocthsa CeTnanbl ['eoprueBubl. Cripocute y Hee.

— CnpanmBany, — NOJIUIEHCKUN OTBEPHYJICS.

Janbie nmpucraBare ¢ paccnpocamy He MMeIo cMbicia. CBEKpOBb clenaia BHJ, YTO OHM HE 3HAKOMBI. 3aBTpa OHa
oroMHUTCS U Beponuky ornyctst. Bonons He mo3BosnT, YTOOBI OHA cHJieNNa B KaMepe Kak npectynHuna. Ho o yrpa ere
Hano A0XkuTh. MecTh CBersiane ['eoprueBHe yaanach Ha ciaBy. BOT y KOoro cieayeT mOydUThCS TOMY, KaK MOCTYINAarh C
Bparamu. BepoHuka Obl BOCXHUTHIIACH COOOPA3UTEIBHOCTHIO )KEHIIMHBI, €CTIM Obl HE YTrO/HJIa U3-3a HE€ B HEMPUITHOCTH.

[Ton xKOHBOEM, CIIOBHO PEUUIAMBUCTKY, €€ MpOBOAWJIM B Kamepy. [Ipexzae dem 3ameperh pemeTKy, MOJUIEHCKUMN
obbickan Beponuky. «UToObl yOeIUTHCS, YTO Thl HUYETO HE MPUXBATHIIA U3 IOMay, — IOSICHIII OH. B Gosiee yHU3UTEIBHOM
npoueaype Beponuka eme He ywyacTBoBaia. OHa TepHeaMBO BBIHECTA BCE: W JIAJOHU IMOJIMUEHCKOrO, CKOJB3ALME IO
OeqpaM W HOram, M TOXJIONBIBAHMS B OONACTH TalMM, W JaXe 3amiiiblBaHHe B BbIpe3 Omy3ku. CTHCHYB 3yObl, OHa
COCPEIOTOYMIIACH HA NMPUAYyMbIBaHNUU 1711 CBeTaaHbl | €OprueBHbI paciuiatel OfHY cTpamHee apyrod. @aHTazun nomMomu
IPOJEPKATHCA A0 KOHIA IK3EKYLIMH.

Hakoner, ee octaBuim B mokoe. Beponnka ocMoTpesa MecTo 3arodeHus. B kamepe ObII0 HE Tak YK | T10x0. Yucto u
INIaBHOE HUKOTO Kpome Hee. boible Bcero oHa omacajiach, YTO MPHAETCS KOPOTarh HOYb B OOINECTBE MPOCTUTYTOK U
aparaunepoB. Cynis o MyCTYIOIMM KaMepaM, FopoJi MOT OXBACTAThCS HU3KUM YPOBHEM MPECTYITHOCTH.

Beponuka npucena Ha Kpail Kolku, o0xBaTuia ceds 3a mieun. [lociie Bcex nmepexuBaHUM, BBINABIIMX HA €€ J0I0, OHA
HEBBIHOCMMO ycTajna. [naza 3akpbBasinch caMu 1o cebe, 1 oHa He Gopojiack co cHOM. Bcee paBHO m0 mpuxona Bomnonu
CUTYallUIO HEe MCTpaBUTh. [lonuuelickue sICHO Aajiy MOHATh, YTO HE HaMEpeHbl HUYEro jAejark 0e3 ero BegoMa. YmaB Ha
KOMKY, OHa MOATSIHYJa KOJeHU K Trpyau. JroOumasi ¢ mercTBa mosa 3MOpHOHA Jaja MUIUTI030pPHOE YyBCTBO OE30MACHOCTH.
Tak BepoHuka npocnana 10 yrpa.

B kamepe y moTtosika ObUTO MajieHbKOE 3a0paHHOE pemeTkoi okHO. CBET uepe3 Hero MmovTv He MpoHHKal. BepoHuka
IIpocIiajia paccBeT, a IOTOMY BCE €Ille HaX0AUJIach BO BJIACTH CHA, KOT/IA 3a HEHW NMPULIUIH.

— Bcrapaii! — rpy0Oslii rosioc BopBasics B apemy. — Ilopa Ha gompoc.

Beponuka npotepna masza, o3upasich Bokpyr. COHHYIO, pacTpenaHHyl0 ¢ HOYM ee MoBeiu B kabuner k Bomone. Ha
XOIly OHa MATepHEW pacuecana BOJIOCHI, MpHAaBas cebe Oosee WM MeHee Npe3eHTabeNnbHbIM BuI. Mano Toro yrto ee
OOBMHMJIM B BOPOBCTBE, TAK OHA €Ile U BBIMJIIUT Kak OoMxuxa. EnBa nmu Bnagumup 3axodeT NOBTOPUTH CBUJAHHE.

— JloGpoe yTpo, — MOJUIIeHCKUI BCTall €l Ha BCTpeuy, KHBKOM OTITYCTHB COMPOBOXKAaroiero. — Kak Tei?

OH mpoTsAHYA CTakaH ¢ BOAOH, n BepoHuka c¢ OnaromapHOCTBIO ero npuHsia. [1o10BHHY OHa BBINKJIA, a OCTaTKaAMH
KUJKOCTH CMOYMJIA BUCKH.

— MHe xaib, yTo Tebe IPUIUIOCH POBECTH HOYb B y4aCTKeE.

— MmHe, B 001eM-To, TOXe, — OHa IMpucena Ha cTyl. BcnomHunach ux nmepBast BcTpeua: kabuHeT Bmagumupa mo-
peXHeMy OJIMCTal YUCTOTOM, HAIOMHMHAS ONEPALIMOHHYIO, OHA CHJIE]a Ha TOM e CTYJe, U Pa3roBOp Y HUX TOKe ObLT HE
U3 IPUATHBIX.

— Cepauibesi? — BraauMmup mocMOTpell Ha Hee ¢ yeMmelkoid. — Mmeens mpaBo. Eciu Ob1 MHE COOOLMITN paHbIIE, 5
OBl eIl HOYbO TEOsI OTITYCTHII, HO PedsTa penmin He OECTIOKOUTh MEHS U3-3a €PYH/IBIL.

— IlpusTHO 3HATH, UTO 5 U €CTh Ta camasi EpyH/a.

— Jla nagHo Tebe, — momopimuics oH. — Eciu yx Ha TO momnuio, Thl caMa BUHOBara. YTo THI Jienana B KaOMHETe
Jleononbnaa?



— D'ymsina, — orpei3Hynacs BepoHuka u TyT ke Mmoskajiesia 0 cka3auHoM. B koHI1le KoH1I0B, Bonoas xoueT momous. [a
U TIpaB OH: 3TO ee BuHA. He Hanmo ObuI10 Na3uth, rae He ciexyeT. Ho HecMoTpst Ha apecT, Beponuka He xanena 00 oObIcke
kaOuHeTa. MbICIb O CIPATAHHBIX B KyCTaxX MUCbMax corpeBaia ayury. — MHe IpUCHHIICS KOIIMap, s pellmia MPOBETPUTHCS
U Clly4aifHo 3a0pena B KaOWHET.

— 3By4dT HEMPABAONOMOOHO, — 3asiBHJI MOJUIEHCKHH. — OCOOCHHO YUMTBHIBAs KIIFOYH, KOTOPBIC THI 3a4€M-TO
CTSHYJIA U3 KyXHHU.
— Bcemy BuHO# m000NBITCTBO, — TOceToBana Beponnka. — HakanyHe MHE MOKa3alioch, YTO S KOTO-TO BHJENA B

kabuHere. BOT u momuia npoBepuTh.

— Dra KoMHara JaBHO 3amnepra. Tyaa y)ke MHOTO JIET HUKTO He 3aXOJUT. TaM MpocTo He MOTJIO HUKOTO OBITh.

— Mosker, BIe3 KTO 4epe3 OKHO, BRIXOHAIIEE B cajl, — O3BydlJia BepoHHKa paHee MPUIICANIYI0 € Ha yM JTOTaJKYy.
Tonpko Tak oHa MomiIa OOBACHUTH yBUACHHOE. OHa cOOHMpanach pa3BUTH 3TY MBICIb, KOTAA BAPYT 3a/Jajach BOIPOCOM:
oTKyaa Bragumupy u3BeCTHBI TOAPOOHOCTH MPO 3aNEPTHIi KaOMHET?

— Cgernana ['eoprueBHa npuHsuta TeOs 3a TpaOuTeNst W BbI3Baja MOJMIUIO. Thl TOJDKHA €€ TIOHATh: OHA CHJIBbHO

UCITyrajach.
— Cgernana I'eoprueBna wucmyramack? — GbIpKHYTa BepoHuka, BMUT T03a0bIB NP0 TOJO3PEHUS HAacueT
nonuieiickoro. — Jla 3Ta BexpMa cama KOTO XOuelllb HamyraeT A0 MKOThHL Eil ¢ rpaburtenem crnpaBHTbCs, KaK HEUYETO

nenathk. Orpeer TpoCThiO, U OH T'OTOB.

Bramumup Haxmypuicsi. Beponnka no3aHo cooOpasuiia, 4To €€ TOH He 110 HpaBy IMOJIHIEHCKOMY.

— Csetnany ['eoprueBny yBaxatoT B ropone. Eciau Thl HaMepeHa ee B 4eM-TO 0OBUHHTH, TO TeOe MOHaT005ATCS BECKHE
yauku. OJHUX CJIOB MaJIo.

— Jla oHa MeHS TepIieTh HE MOXET! — BOCKJIMKHYIA BepoHnka, 00MkeHHass OTCYTCTBHEM COUYBCTBHS. — YOEKIeHa,
OHa HapOYHO MO3BOHMJIA B MOJIULIUIO, YTOOBI TPOYYUTH MEHSI.

— IIpoyunts? A ecTb 3a 4TO?

— HakanyHne nHeM MBI IOCCOPHIINCH, — IPU3HAJTIACH OHA.

— BBIXOIUT, ThI B HEKOTOPOM POJIE 3aCIIy’KUJIa HAKa3aHUE.

— C 4ero THI B3sUI, UTO BUHOBATa B ccope Obuia 517

— Caetnana ['eoprueBHa cIumnKkoM BocuTaHa, 4TOObI CIPOBOIMPOBATH CKaH/AAJ.

Beponuke Heuero Obuio oTBeTUTH. Ha ee aprymenTsl BraauMup ¢ nerkocTeio nogdupan KOHTpapryMeHThl. Bee oHM
cBoAMIUCH K ogHOMY: CBeTiiaHa ['eoprueBHa — cBsTas >KeHIMHA. JIMOO OH HACTOJBKO CIIEM, YTO HE BUAUT OYEBUJIHOTO,
7100 CO3HATENBHO HE XKeNaeT BUAEeTh. Y TOT, U APYyroil BapuaHThl ObUIM OJJMHAKOBO TYOUTEIBHBI JUIs BepoHUKH.

Omna 6maropa3zyMmHo oTcTynuia. [fIokasHHO CKJIOHHMB TOJIOBY, CKa3ala:

— Ioxanyi, st Bena cebs Hecaep:kanHo. Ho Bcemy BUHOI nepee3 u cmepth bopuca. BoT HepBbI 1 caany.

— He crtpammo, — yneiOHyICs mMyxunHa. — CBeTnana [‘eoprueBHa 3abpana 3asBICHHE, TaK YTO Thl MOXKEIIb
BEPHYTHCS IOMOH K CBIHY.

Beponnka obGnerdeno B3moxayna. OTimdHas HOBOCTh. BOJofs JMYHO NMPOBOAMII €€ J0 JBEpeil ydacTKa W Jaxe
BBIZICTTIII CITY’KEOHYIO MAIMHY C BOJUTENIEM, YTOOBI TOT €€ MOA0POCHII.

— IloyxunHaeM 3aBTpa Be4epoM? — CIPOCHUI OH, OTKpbIBas repea BepoHukoit aBepsb.

— JloroBopmirch, — KuBHYNA OHA. [lociie coObITHIT MOCTIeTHUX THEH HE0OX0IUMO Pa3BEsThHCSI.

UYepes necarp MuHyT Beponuka Obi1a y qoma. OHa BoIUia ¥ EPBLIM JIEJIOM HAMpPaBHIIACh K JIECTHUIE Ha BTOPOM ATaX.
noBuJars MUTIO, HO TYT YCIBbIIIAJIa FOJOC CBEKPOBH, JTOHOCSLIMICI U3 T'OCTUHON. BepoHuka 3amepiia Ha MecTe, OLylas
cebst roHuel, B3sBieil cien. [103a0bIB 000 BceM Ha cBeTe, OHA KaK CaMOHaBOIAIIASICS paKeTa yCTpeMuUiach Ha roJioc.

Caernana ['eoprueBHa cujena B CBOEM JIOOMMOM Kpeciie, BIoJ000poTa K IBepH, CKUMalia B pyke TpyOKy TenedoHa u
TOBOpHJIA, YMOIIMOHAIILHO JKECTUKYIUPYS. YBICUeHHas Oecenoil oHa He 3aMeTHiia mosisjieHue Beponuku. Bupa cBekpoBu
npeObIBaloIIei B TOOPOM 31IpaBUU M B OTJIIMYHOM PACIOJIOKEHUH yXa, KOIJla OHA caMa MpoBejia HOYb Ha Hapax, BBI3BAM Y
Beponunku Oypro HeromoBaHus.

He nepeMoHsch, OHa MOJONUIA K CTOJHMKY, Ha KOTOPOM CTOsI TenedoH, M Hakajla Ha pbluar, NpepBaB pa3roBOp
Csetnansbl ['eopruesnsl. [locneauss yausieHo mnoayna B TpyOKy, IOBEpHYIAch K TeaedOHY, IPOBEPUTH B YEM TaM JIENO0, U
yBuzesna BepoHuky. bynydn >KEHIMHON CO CTaJbHBIM XapakTepoM, OHA HE B3ApPOrHyna. JIuimb cierka npumnomHsia OgHy
OpOBb, TOUHO HATKHYJACh B3IJIAIOM Ha HEUTO HEMoo00arollee, U CIpoCcHIa:

— TeOs BoIyCcTHIN?

— IlpencraBpre cebe, na, — Beponuka ymnepia pyku B 60ka. — A eciii ObI He BbI, MEHS OBl M1 HE TTOCAVIIH.

— Sl mocumTana, 4To ypoK noisier rede Ha mons3y. S Haydy TeOs yBaxkaTh CTapIIUX.

Beponuka 3agoxnymnace oT Bo3MylieHUsA. CBEKPOBb HE CKpbIBaja, YTO HAMEPEHHO OTIpaBmia €€ B TIopbMy! C Takum
HarJIbIM IPOTUBHUKOM TPYIHO COCTSA3AThCS.

— K Tomy ke Teneps 3aK0H OyaeT Ha Moeil cTopoHe, — nobaBuiia Cetiiana [ 'eoprueBHa.

— O ueM BbI?



— O Mure, ectecTBeHHO. Bpsig mu ¢y ocTaBUT peOCHKA ¢ MaTEPhIO-YrOJOBHUIICH.

— Bp1 HE mocMeeTe, — nokayana rojioBoi Beponuka. — f He coBepumiia npectymieHus. Bece 3To 0qHO CIUTomHOE
Henopaszymenue. K Tomy e 3asiBieHue Bbl 3a0pai.

— 3asBieHwue s, JOMycTuM, 3abpaia u3 xxanoctu k rede. UtoOwl TeOe, qypexe, He Janu NATHAANATh CYTOK. U, KOHedHo,
13 JII00BH K BHYKY. OH OBI CKydasn 6€3 MaMBbl.

— MMeHHO U3 M100BU K BHYKY BBl HAMEPEHBI IUIIMTh €T0 MaTepu? — crpocuiia BepoHuka.

— Taxkas mare emy HU K yemy. Kakoe BocnuTaHue Thl eMy pgank? — CBeTiiaHa ['‘eoprueBHa MOOHSIACH, TPY3HO
OMUpasCh Ha TPOCTh. — To, 4YTO TEOS MPUITACWIH TOXKHUTH B JOME, €Il HE 3HAYUT, YTO Thl MOXKEIIb KOIMAaThCS B MOUX
BeIl[aX, KaK B CBOMX COOCTBEHHBIX. UTO ThI MCKama? — CBEKpOBh marHyna k Beponuke. OHa moxoauia Ha YEKHCTa,
BEJIYIIEr0O JOMPOC: €Ile HEMHOTO U B XOJI MONYT MbITKHU.

— Huuvero, — npobGopmotana Beponuka. Ee nenet Boimisaen HeyOeqUTENbHO, HO MOJ CTPOrMM B3IVISIIOM CBEKPOBH
OHa pacTepsiia 60EBOIA MBI

— HuTepecno, — Caernana ['eoprueBHa momkaina ry0bl, — MOYEMY 3TO «HHUYETro» Thl UCKaJla HMEHHO B 3al€pPTOM

kabunere Jleomonpma?

— S ero Tam Buaena, — BbIaMIa BepoHuka.

— Jleononppa? I'ne?

— B kabunere.

Caetnana ['eoprueBHa nokavasa rojoBoOi:

— Kaxercs, mpobiiema miydxke, ueM s mogo3peBaia. Majo TOro, 4to Thl HE MMeellb MOHSTHE O TaKTe U HOpMax
MOBE/ICHUSI B OOIIECTBE, TaK THI €Ilie U MICUXHUYECKH He3mopoBa. OT Takoil MmaTepu peOCHKY OJTHU TPOOIeMbl, — CKa3aja, Kak
0Tpe3aja CBEKPOBb.

Jaxe B Xyaume JAETIOMOBCKUE TOIbl TaK BEpOHUKY HHKTO HE OCKOPOMSI. [T/ B CIMHY yXOAAIIeH CBEKpOBH, OHA
BIIEPBBIE IMOYYBCTBOBAJIA, UTO MOXKET Mpourparh cyd. Csetnana ['eoprueBHa ropopusiia cTojib yoeauTensHo, 4To BepoHuka
cama eJlBa HEe TIOBEepHUJIa B CBOE MoMemareibcTBo. OHA Mpe/ICTaBuiIa ATy KEHIIMHY Ha Cy/e, CTONb ke 00O BEIIAIOIIYIO O
€€ HEBMEHSIEMOCTH M KPUMHHAJIBbHBIX HAKJIOHHOCTSX. A MOTOM ce0sl, MIMJISILYI0 YTO-TO O HEBMHOBHOCTU. Hy M ublo
cropony npumeT cyn? OteT moBepr BepoHuky B yHbiHHE. Ee maHChl Ha T0OEAy HUYTOXHO MaJjbl, HO CIaBaThCS y HEE HET
npaBa. Benb peub uzer o ee eAMHCTBEHHOM COKPOBHILIE — O CHIHE.

[Tocnie pasroBopa co CBEKpOBbIO BepoHuKa MPSIMUKOM OTTPABUIIACEH B IETCKYIO0. [0 MyTH OHA HECKOIBKO pa3 TIIyOOKO
BIOXHY/Ia M MEJUICHHO BBIZIOXHYIIA, ycIoKauBasick. He xBarano Toipko cpbiBaTh 3710 Ha pebenke. K Murte ona Bouuia, cuss
YIABIOKOH.

Hsus cMoTpena TeneBU30p, CBIH Wrpai, NpPEIOCTaBIeHHBIH cam cebe. MacTtepun u3 KOHCTpyKTOpa «Jleroy
OeH3o03ampaBKy. BepoHrnka aBTOMAarnyecKd OTMETHIIA MPO ce0sl, 4To Urpymka u3 gaoporux. OHa HE B COCTOSHUM KYIHTh
chiHy Takylo Bempb. Heyxkenmu Csernana [‘eoprueBHa omyctmnack n0 moakyna? [lomoOHBIA x0m 9acTO MPUMEHSETCS
HemyTeBbIMU ponutensiMu. Ho BepoHuka He okujgana BCTPETUTb €ro B apceHasje cBekpoBu. Iloxoxe, paau HaclencTsa
Cgernana ['eoprueBHa roToBa nacTh U HE TAK HU3KO.

— Mama! — Muts yBuzen Beponuky u 6pocui k Hell ¢ 00baTusiMu. — I'ie To1 Obl1a yTpom?

— Brixoauia mmo memnaMm.

— A HsHSA CKa3aia, 9To ThI ce0sl III0X0 Bea, U TeOs 3a0pasid B OJUIIHIO.

Beponunka nocnaia nojaHelii HErOJOBAHUS B3IV CMYIICHHON HSIHE U MOSICHUIA!

— Omna sto npuaymana. S Bceraa ceds xopoiio Beay. M Tel Toxke Xoporo ceOst Beau. Thl O0JIbIle He XOIHIT Ha yepaak?

— Her, — MuTa sHepruyHo 3arpsc rojoBoil. — W Hukorma He moiiay. MHe Tam He MOHPaBWJIOCh. MHOIO MBUIM U
Ips3u.

Beponnka nmogo3peBana, 4To mbiib U TPsA3b HU npu 4eM. ChIH OosIcs cnupuTHYeckoi nocku. OHa Mpou3Besia Ha HETOo
HEM3IIIaquMOe BIICYATIICHHE, pa3 U HaBCerJa BHYIIMB CTpax mepen uepaakoM. Ho croputTh u Tem Oonee OOBSICHSTH, 4TO
JIOCKa HEoIlacHa, OHa He cTana. [IycTs nepKuTces nojganslle OT YepaaKa.

— CwMotpu, uro mHe 06alymka Csera mnomapuia, — MHTS C TOPAOCTHIO MPOAEMOHCTPHUPOBAT KOHCTPYKTOP,
MOATBEpK1ast onaceHus: BepoHuku.
— OueHb KpacuBO, — IOXBAJIMJIA OHA, a IOTOM HE yAepXkajlach U MPOKOMMEHTUpoBaia: — S cMOTpIo, BBl C HEH

HEIIOXO MPOBOJNTE BPEMSI.

— OHa Huuero, — npusHaica Muts. — He takas 31as, Kak s fymad.

Crnenyroumii yac BepoHnka mocBATHIIa UTPE C CBIHOM, XOTS BHYTPH IMpoaoJbKaia HerogoBarb. CeTnaHa ['eoprueBHa
pa3BepHyNia HACTOSIIYI0 BOIHY 3a JIF0OOBh BHyKa. Uero oHa xo4deT AoOHThCsA? Heyxkenn Bcephe3 MymMaeT, YTO CMOXKET
CKJIOHUTh MUTIO Ha cBOO cTopoHy? M Torma Ha cyne Ha Bonpoc: «C KeM ThI XO4elllb OCTaThCsA?», OH OTBETUT: «C 0alymKoi
Caetoity.

BepoHuky Tak U MOAMBIBAJIO OTHICKAaTh CBEKPOBb M BBICKA3aTh BCE, YTO OHA O HEHW QymaeT, HO OHa OJaropazyMHO
caepxanachk. [Ipommas ccopa BeUTMIIACH B HOUHOE 3arodeHue. HewsBecTHO BO uTO eil oOolimercs eme omHa. CBeTiaHa



['eoprueBHa urpana mo-kpynHomy. JIMIHMUM pa3 CBA3BIBATHCS ¢ HEH ceOe TopoxKe.

ITomaBuB, a YaCTMYHO U 3aKOHCEPBUPOBAB JI0 JIyYIIMX BPEMEH, CBOM I'HEB, BepoHuka BblUIa B caj. Tam ee Ha IyTH K
BOJKJICJICHHBIM MHCbMaM JKJajia nperpaja. Beponuka HegooneHua pactenue. BeTBu Kycta moKphIBail MEJIKUE, HO OCTpPbIe
koJrouku. OHa BCIIOMHMIIA, YTO MuTs skanoBasics Ha HUX. Korza oH ynan, KOJI0YKH Cepbe3HO OPAHMIIH €T0.

Kyct poc Tak mII0THO K CTEHE I0Ma, 4TO OOOTHYTH €ro ObLUI0 HEBO3MOXKHO. BepoHuka ¢ rpycThio ocMoTpena pyku. OHa
TOpAWJIACh UX HEKHOCTBIO, MOJIb30BAJIaCh CIEIUAIbHBIMU KpEMaMH, HaJeBalla Mepyarku, KOrja MbUla MOCYLy WM IO,
4yTOOBl HE MepecylTh KoKy. CTpallHO MpeAcTaBUTh, BO YTO NMPEBPATUTCA KOKa IMOCJIE BCTPEUM C LIMIIaMH. XOTEIO0Ch
BEPUTH, YTO CTOIKA CTAPBIX MUCEM CTOUT ITUX KEPTB.

Beponuka nmpurotoBuiiack pa3rpedatb BeTKH pyKaMu, KOTJa yclblania:

— Tl e HE HaMepeHa Je3Th Tyaa?

[Tozaau ¢ nonatoit B pykax crosut Cepreit. Llypsch OT COTHEUHOTO CBETa, OH C YCMEIIKOM CMOTpEN Ha HEeE.

— KaxoBo OBITh MOTUT3AKITIOYEHHONW ? — HACMEIIUTUBO CITPOCHII OH.

— J10BOJIBHO MApIIMBO.

— He ynuBuTensHo, 4To TeOs caanu B nonuuuio. CTapyxu TIIATEIBHO OXPAHSIOT CBOU CEKPETHI.

— HmenHo mosTOMY S 3a1e3na B KaOuHeT 0e3 ubero-mbo Benoma. MHaye MHe ObUTO Tyda HE TMomnacth, — BepoHwnka
3aMmeTHIIa Ha nosice Cepres caioBble IEpUATKU U nonpocuia: — OnosKuib?

O6e3onacuB pyku, Beponuka punyrace B KycTbl. JloOupasch 10 mHCEM, KOTOpbIE 3acTpsuldi B HECKOJIbKUX
CaHTUMETpax OT 3€MJIM, OHa CJIOMaJla Mapy BETOK W ollapanana IIeKy, HO B II€JIOM MOYTH He noctpanana. [lepuyarku
HAJIe)KHO 3aLUTUIIN KOXKY.

— 3auem THI Tyga na3una? — cupocui Cepreid, Bce 3T0 BpeMsl HaOII0JaBIIMK 32 €€ ICHCTBUIMH.

— Bot 3a aTum, — BepoHuka mpoaeMOHCTpUpOBalia CTONKY Oymar.

— Tbl Hanw1a WX B KabuHeTe? — 0100pUTENHHO XMBIKHYN OH. — Monozen!

OT BHE3aIMHOW IMOXBAJIbI OHA 3apjejiach, YyBCTBYs ceOs IMKOJBbHHUICH y Mocku. OHa TPaBUIBHO OTBETHJIA U BOT
Harpaja. [loka BepoHuka cripapisiiach ¢ HaXJIBIHYBIIMMU OHIyIIieHUsIMU, Cepreil Hacmex Mpoyvesl HECKOJIbKO MTUCEM.

— Mapda CranuciiaBoBHa cKaszajia MpaBay: HE BCe ObUIO TIAAKO B cympyxkeckoi kxu3Hu CeBepuHbIX. Hukorga He
BEPUJI, YTO B3POCIBIA MYXHK MOKET 0€3 MPUUNHBI yOUTH ceOsl.

— A Kak ke caMypau? — NouHTepecoBagach Beponuka.

— Jpyras kynapTypa, — orMmaxnyscs Cepreit. — Ham He noHsTh. Sl TeGe mpo mpoCcTOro pyccKoro My>Kuka roBopIo.

— V¥ bopuca npu4uH TOYHO HE ObUIO, — HAIlOMHMJIA OHA, MIPSYa MUChbMa B KApMaH KYPTKHU.

— Bopuc 011 HE OT MUpa cero. Jlaxke ero MaTh 3TO MPU3HAET.

— Cepreii, — rpo3HbIi To0c CBeTaanbl ['eoprueBHBI pa3Heccs Mo caay, — BaM 4TO OOJbIE HEUEM 3aHSATHCS KpoMe
KaK 00CYXJaTh MOIO CEMBIO C TOCTAMU?

Beponuka u Cepreit qpy>kHO 03UpaIKCh, TOKa He yBUAeIH CBeTiiaHy [ €oprueBHy, BRINISIABIBAIONIYIO B OTKPHITOE€ OKHO
TOCTUHOM.

— 1 xak pa3 mien aenath HOBYIO KITyMOY, — OIpaBJaics CaJJOBHHUK.

— Tak unure. Yero 3ps BpeMst TEPATH?

BrmpoBoaus Cepres, Cernana ['eoprueBHa 3axJI0NHY/Ia OKHO, JIMIHUN pa3 MOAYEPKHYB, YTO HE KETaeT 00IaThes ¢
HEBECTKOH, ueMy BepoHuka HeckazaHHO oOpasnoBanack. [lmroc y Hee umerncs ele oauH MOBOJ JUIsl paoCTU: CBEKPOBb HE
CIIbIIIIaJIa Havajia pa3roBopa 1 O MUChMax ei Mo-MpeKHEMY HUYEro HEU3BECTHO.

UToOBl HE HCHBITHIBATH CcyAbOy, BepoHuka oTmgamunack OT jomMa. B THUIIMHE W TIOKOE OHAa JOCKOHAIBHO HU3YYUT
nepenucky. B mouckax yoexxuia Beponrka 3a0pena B 1aqpbHuil yroi caja, rie HaTKHy/1ach Ha OecesiKy.

Pe3Hble, CIOBHO IJIETEHHBIE U3 KPY)KEB, CTEHbI O€CEKM MOKPBIBAM 3€JICHBIH Mol B 3T0 BpeMs roga oH He IIBel, a
MIOTOMY CO CTOPOHBI Ka3aJ0Ch, OyITO JAE€peBSIHHbIE ONMOPHI OOBUIIM KOPHU JAepeBa. BHYTpH MOIyKpyroM CTOSIIM JaBOYKH.
Beponuka mpencraBuiia, Kak 370pOBO 37eCh JIETOM. B 1eHTpe Oecelkd MOXKHO IMOCTAaBUTh CTOJ, MPUHECTH M3 JIOMA
MOYIIKH, YTOOBI YI00HO OBLIO cuAeTh. [IpuHanimexu 1oM e, oHa Obl KaXK/Iblii BRIXOAHOM yCTpauBaja B Oece/lke YaeTuTHe,
IIOKa JJO3BOJISIET MOr0/a.

Beponuka TpsixHyna rojioBoi, OTrOHsASI HeyMecTHble MbIcau. OTKyna y Hee MeuThl 0 goMe? Hukorma oHa He xorena
OBbITb €ro x03siKoi. OT Hero OJHM HENPHUATHOCTH. M BUA MyCTh Jake caMoil MUJIOH OeceiKd B MUpE HE M3MEHUT ee
MHEHHSI 00 3TOM MecTe.

Cyznst mo TpOnUHKE, YCESIHHON CYXMMH JIMCThSMU, B 3Ty 4acTh cajia HUKTO He 3a0penan. Ho B cBoe BpeMs 3aech ObuI
€ro 1eHTp, ero Ayma. YyTs mooganb oT Oecenku BUIHeENCs HeOombimoi ¢oHTaH. OH mpeacTapisl co0oil yarly, B IEHTPE
KOTOPOM pacmycTUJICA TUICOBBIA IBeTOK. Korma-To Boma cTekaja mo ero JenecTkaM, HaloJHss 4Yallly, HO HbIHYE HUX
TOKPBIBAJ CH3bI HaJeT — CBUAETENb ymanka. [loBciomy paspoccs mox. M cHoBa Beponmka BooOpasuia, J0 dYero
3aMeyaresbHo Obu1o, Korna (¢oHtan padotan. CTpyn mpo3padHoil Boxel OmiiM B HE0O, HCKPWIMCH HA CONHIE. B Bo3myxe
BUTAJ 3amax cBexxecTH. Bokpyr nBenu po3sl. HempemenHo ee mo6umMoro 0enoro sera.

BepoHnuka, He 3ameydas 3TOro, MOJIEJIMPOBaiIa caja Mo cBoeMy BKycy. HezameTHo ams ce0st oHa mono0uia 10M | Bee,



YTO €ro OKpY)KaeT, BKIIIoUasi Fopoj ¢ xKUTeIsIMU. TeM Tsokesnee OblJI0 OCO3HABaTh, YTO CKa3Ka BCKOpe 3aKOHYUTCA. OcTanock
HEJIONTO JKJIaTh, ITOKA Yachl MPOOBIOT BPeMs OThe3/1a, U el Kak 30JIyIIKe MPHUISTCS B CIIEIIHOM MOpsIIKe O0exaTh ¢ 0ana.

Beponuka yctpounach Ha OAHOM U3 TpeX JIaBOK, JOCTaja M3 KapMaHa MHUCbMa U Morpy3uiack B urenue. CrycTs ABa
yaca OHa IOAHsUIa royioBy. [lneun u crnivHa 3aTekiau OT AOJATOoro npeOblBaHUs B OAHOW mo3e. OHa MOTSAHYIACh, pa3MUHAs
CYCTaBBl.

OtnpaBuTeneM Bcex nuceM ObUIa JKEHIMHA, 3arevarieHHas Ha (otorpaduu. Ee 3Bamu Mapuna. Ona oGnanane
CIIOKOWHBIM HH JIMIIEHHBIM pOMaHTU3Ma XapakTepoM. CTOJbKO JHOOBH M HEKHOCTH OBUIO BJIOKEHO B Ka)J0€ CJIOBO B
MUCHbMax, 4TO BepoHrKa HEmpOW3BOJIBHO MO3aBU/I0BANIa HE3HAKOMOW JKeHImHe. B ee xu3Hu momobHOro He Obuio. OHa
MOTJIa TOJIBKO MEYTATh O TOM, YTOOBI BIIIOOUTHCS B KOTO-HUOY/Ib CTOJIb K€ CTPACTHO.

Henonsarno oreewan nu eil B3auMHOCThIO Jleomonba. Ilo oOpeiBkam ¢pa3, ccbUlkaM Ha €ro MpOIUIbIE MUCHME
Beponuka npenronoxkuiia, 4To OH, MO KpaitHe#l Mepe, Toxke mrucain Mapune. B moib3y OTBETHBIX 4yBCTB TOBOPHUIT TOT (hakKT.
9TO OH COXpaHuUN NUcbMa u ¢ororpaduio XKeHIMHBL. Ho B MOCIaHUSX HE BCTPEYAIOCh YMOMUHAHUN O MJaHaX Ha
COBMECTHYIO XH13Hb. JIn6o Jleononsa Hu4Iero mogoOHOTro He MOMBIIUISUI, TH00 JTI0O00BHUKHU cOOM0oaan KoHcnupalum. O6a
BapUaHTa UMEJIHU IIPaBO Ha CYIIECTBOBaHUE.

Ha xonBepTax ObuT yka3aH agpec Mapunbl. Bot Ob1 ¢ Heil moBuaarses! ToBKO T/ TapaHTHs, YTO OHA HE Tepeexara.
Cronbko et npouvio. Yto eciau ona ymepna?

Beponuka oTiioxuia 3TOT BOMPOC 10 Jydinmx BpeMeH. Eif u 6e3 Toro Hamo MHOTO ¢ 4eM pa3o0parbes. EauHCTBEHHO,
4TO HE JIaBaJO TOKOS — MBICHHL O camoybuiictBe Jleonmonpaa. Eciam oH ObUT cUacTiIMB U AymMas Hayarh KU3Hb 3aHOBO C
JIPYTrol KEHIMHOW, TO 3a4eM eMy youBaTh ce0s? B 310 MecTe paccyxkaeHus BepoHukn HaThIKaIWCh HA OCTOHHYIO CTEHY
HermoHuMaHus. OHa HUKAK HE MOMIA MPUAYMAarh JOCTOHHYIO MPUYWHY JUTsI BBICTpENa B BUCOK. JIWIIL OfHA Belb ObLia B
COCTOSIHUU OOBSICHUTH CMEPTh JIeonomnpaa — mpoKIsSThE.

['naBa 12

BepoHnunka ToikoM He MOHUMAaJA, 3aueM Ipulwia ciona. HaBepHoe, xoTena yciblarb aBTOPUTETHOE MHEHHE. XOTena,
9TOOBl KTO-TO YMHBIM W CBEIyIIMH OOKa3al, YTO MPOKJIAThS HET M He MOXkeT ObiTh. Ho rie B3sTh Takoro uesioBeka?
[Tpodeccypsl 1o BompocaM MPOKIATHI He CylecTByeT. TOHKHE MaTepuu HaxXo[sATcs 3a MpeaesaMi HayKH, OHU TPeObIBatOT
B nyxoBHOU cdepe. I Beponuka ornpasBuiack k 0atromke. KoMy kak He 4esI0BeKy BEpbl pa30MpaThCsl B ITUX BOIIpocax?

B nmpouutyto BcTpedy, Korga oHa MpHILIa IPOCTHTheA ¢ bopucoMm, Gatiomika mpousBes Ha Hee IPUATHOE BIICUYATICHHE.
[TomuMo paccynMTEeNbHOCTH B HEM YYBCTBOBaJlach J00pOTa, KOTOPOW celyac Tak HE XBaraeT MPEACTABUTENSM LEPKBU.
[TycTb OH HE OTBETHUT Ha €€ BOIIPOCHL, HO XOTs ObI HE BhicMeeT. B 3Tom Beponunka Oblia yBepeHa.

B nepksu naxio naganoMm. OT TEPIKOIO CJIAJIKOBAaTOrO apoMara Cjlerka KpyXujiaach rojosa. B cepeaune nHs LepKOBb
nycroBajia. TOIbKO CTapyllKka B Y4€PHOM MAJIBTO MOJIHJIACH OKOJIO UKOHBI.

Beponnka moBsizana Ha ronoBy ra3oBeiid mapd. Ilocnemnuit pa3 B IepkOBb OHA XOAWJIa B ABCHAIIATh JIET, HO
BOCIIOMHHaHUE 00 3TOM BU3UTE ObUTO YeTKUM. OCOOEHHO CHJIBHO €€ B TOT pa3 MOPa3HJl CBOAYATHIA MOTOJIOK U POCIHUCH
cTteH. OHa CIIOBHO MOMNaJia B My3€i CO CBOMMU MpaBUIIaMU JUIsl TOCETUTENIEH U 3alIPETOM Ha IIyM.

barromka crosut y anrapsi, mONpaBiisil cBedd. BepoHMKa IernoToM OkIMKHYIa ero. OH YIbIOHYICS el Kak cTapoi
3HAKOMOM, M CTaji0 ICHO, MOYeMy ee Tak TAHyIo ciofa. [IpmuynHa Kpbutach B AOOpHIX INa3ax CBSILEHHHKA. YeloBeKy c
TaKMMH TJIa3aMHU MOXHO paccka3arb Bce. OHM pacrojaraioT K 3aiylleBHOW Oecene, a €Ile OHU JapsAT HAAEKAy, YTO BCE
HEMPEMEHHO HaJaJuTCs.

— MHe Hazo ¢ BaMM IOrOBOPUTH, — CKa3aya BepoHuka.

bariomka cHoBa mopasui ee. OH HUYEro HE CHPOCHI, a JHIIb KUBHYI U HPEAOXKUJ BBIMTH Ha YIHUIy, 4TOOBI HE
MEIIATh MPUXOKAHAM.

— 31ech HAC HUKTO HE MOACHyIaeT. Mo)eTe TOBOPUTh OTKPOBEHHO, — OH OCTAHOBWJICS TON Oepe3oid, pacTyIei
HETIOAAJIEKy OT BXOJa B IIepkoBb. Ha BeTBsX JepeBa MOSBUIUCH NEPBble HAMEKU Ha JIUCThs: MOJIOJbIE, CBEXKUE, YUCTHIE,
IIOKA €IlIE SIPKUE U COUHBIE.

— Yro0 y Bac cayuniaock? — CIHpOCHII OATIOMIKA.

— C yero BbI B35UIH, YTO YTO-TO CIYYUIIOCH? — BOLIEIIIAsl B IPUBBIUKY 32 MOCJIEIHUE THU OCTOPOKHOCTH Jajia o cede
3HATh.

— Ko MHe peako mpuxomsiT MOAEIUThCS cyacTheM. JIroau BcroMHHaOT O bore B mopy HeB3roa. XoTsd 3TO
HEeTpPaBWJIbHO. BOT ¢ HAMU U B TOPECTH, U B PAJIOCTH.

Oxutagucras Oopona ckpbiBasia moi juna. M3-3a Hee TpynHO OBLIO ONpeenuTh, CKOJIbKO OaTiomke jeT. BepoHuka
MPEANONIOKIIA, YTO OH CTapile TPHUALATH, HO SIBHO MOJIOKE MATHUIECATH, TaK KaK M BOJIOCHI JO TUIeY, U Oopoma ObuIH
TEMHO-KAIlITAaHOBOTO 1IBeTa 0€3 HaMeKa Ha Ce/IMHY.

— MHe HyX€eH Balll COBET, — cka3aja Beponuka. — TouHee f1ake HE COBET, @ MHEHHUE 110 OJJHOMY BOIIPOCY.

— Yro 3a Bompoc?

— BHBI Bepute B mpokisnThsi? — BepoHuKa, HE Mopras, cleAauiia 3a peakluei OaTIOIIKH, MBITAsCh MO KOCBEHHBIM



MpU3HaKaM pa3zo0parb, 4TO OH JayMaeT. Ho CBSIIEHHUK ee pa3odyapoBall: OH BCErO-HABCEr0 HAaXMypHJICS — BOT U BECh
OTKJIUK.

— S cayra T'ocnogeHb, — HANMOMHMJI OH, CJIOBHO 3amofo3pwii, 4To BepoHuka 3a0biia, ¢ K€M HMEET JeN0. —
[IpaBocnaBue He MpU3HAET KOIAOBCTBA. Kak ciyKuTenb HEpKBH 51 HE MOTY PacCyKJIaTh O TAKUX KaTETOPUSIX.

— 3HaAuUT, UEPKOBb HE MPHU3HAET CYIIECTBOBAHWE NPOKIATHUH? — HacTaln uepen Beponuku xmyputhes. OHa
paccuMThIBaNIa, YTO €l TOMOTYT pa30o0parbes, a HE CHIIbHEEe 3aIllyTaloT. — A Kak K€ CMEPTH, IPOUCXOIAIIIE SKOOBI M0 UX
BuHe? LlepkoBb cUMTAET UX COBNAJCHUEM?

— Bb1 uHTEpECyeTeCch 3TOM MpobiieMoil He 6e3 MPUUKH, — MPOSIBUI COOOPA3UTEIHLHOCTH OATIOIIKA.

— Bbl, HaBepHOE, 3HaeTe, YTo 51 )KUBY B JoMe CeBEpPUHBIX.

— VY Hac MaJeHbKUH ropoJi, — BMECTO OTBETA CKa3aJl OH.

— Bepno, — ycmexnynace Beponuka. OHa Hadana MpUBBIKaTh K 3TOW IpucKa3ke. Ee MOXHO ObLIO CUMTATh JEBU30M
MECTHBIX )kuTesie. — I BBl B Kypce kak ymep bopuc, a 1o Hero ero orew u aeq.

— Tpu 3abmyanme aymnm, — moKavaj roJioBoi OaTiomka. — Ham ocTaeTcss MOJTUTBHCS 3a HUX.

— BrIxogut, mo-Bamiemy, 3T0O YHCTas CIy4aiHOCTh, YTO TPOE MYKYHMH B OJHOM ceMbe MOKOHYMIIHM ¢ COOOW B OIHOM
BO3pacTe, OCTABUB OJMHAKOBBIE IPEACMEPTHBIE 3aIIUCKN? — YIOPCTBOBAJIA OHA.

— Ilpo 3anucku s He crblag. MHE TPYIHO CYIUTh O IPUYMHAX, YTO TOJKHYIU 3TUX MYXYHH Ha KOUIyHCTBO. JKH3Hb
napoBaHa Ham l'ocogom borom, a 3Hauut cBameHHa. OTHHMarh €€ — €ro NnpuBwiIerds. TOoT, KTO MOCTyIaeT HHaye,
oOpeKaeT AyIlly Ha BEYHBIC CTPATaHUsI.

— Xopoio, — kuBHYyJa Beponuka, — co cTpaganusiMu Mbl pazoOpanuck. Ho 4To menaTe TeM, KTO eie KUB?

— YNoMUHATh UMEHA IPEIIHUKOB B CBOMX MOJIUTBAX U HAJIEATHCS, UTO bor JapyeT UM mpoilueHue.

PasroBop nmpoTtekan cinoxHee, yeM BepoHuka npencrasisiia. barioika He mOHUMAl, K Y€MYy OHa KJIOHUT. YSICHUB, YTO
TOBOPUTH HAMEKaMU OECTIONIE3HO, OHA 3asiBUJIA HAMIPSIMUK:

— Ho 410 ecnu mpoKJIATHE CYILIECTBYET, 1 OHO HE OCTaHOBUTCS Ha bopuce? Kak oT Hero 3ammTuThesa?

— IlporynseMcsi? — OH yKa3all Ha TPOITMHKY MEXIy HaarpoObsIMU, YXOISIIIYIO BITTyOb MTOTOCTA.

[Tporynka mo kmamOunly mokaszanack Beponuke cuMBoIM4HOW. Jlyuriero mecra st 6eceqpl O KU3HU M CMEPTH HE
nono0pars. OHa MpoIycTIIa OaTIOIIKY BIIEPE H, MPEXKIE YeM JIOTHATH €T0, HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/] 3aBOPOKEHO HabIonana 3a
TEM, KaK pa3BUBAECT HU3 YEPHOU PSICHI, TOUHO NAPYC HA MUPATCKOM CYyIHE.

— Jlna Hayana Bbl JTOJDKHBI MOHATH: CJIOBO «IPOKJISTHE» B LIEPKBU O3HAYAET «OTAAJNIECHHOCTh OoT boray». Eciu Bbl
UCKpeHHe BepuTe B bora, MoiuTech, coOmogaeTe NOCThl U 3alI0BEIU FOCIIOIHU, TPUYALAETECh U UCIIOBEIyeTeCh, KaK TOr0
TpeOyeT IepKOBb, TO BaM HECTPAIIHBI MPOKJIATHS U MOPYH.

— W Bce? D10 1 ecTh Bam MeTo ] 00phObI — Bepa U coOI0IeHre 00psIIoB?

— YucThlil Oymoi ¥ MOMBICIIAaMU MPABOCJIABHBIA HE MOJIBEpKEH HamajakaMm JiykaBoro. EMy Hedero Gostecs. bor He
JIOTIYCTHUT, YTOOBI C HUM CTpscach Oena.

BepoHnuka nepesena B3I Ha ONMKANIIYI0 MOTHITY C TAMSITHUKOM B BUJIE TPAHUTHOM miuuThl. Ha Hell 3HaYMIuCh uMs
u jaara cMeptu. Manenbkas gororpadus B OBaIbHONW paMKe HallOMHUHaja OKOILKO, Yepe3 KOTOpOe MOYUBIIMI CMOTpEN Ha
OCTaBJICHHBbIA UM MUp. [Ipu BceM yBakeHHHU K OaTIOIIKE eJMHCTBEHHOE, BO UTO Bepuia Beponuka, Obu10 3TO OKomko. OHO
OJTHO OocTaHeTcs mocie ee cMepTu. OHO KAET B cBO€ BpeMs U Mutio. Pa3Huila auiib B TOM, KaK CKOPO 3TO CIY4HTCA. A
MOTOMY Kak Obl HE ObUT MYyJp COBET, I Hee OH HE TOJUTCSI.

— Kro0, no-pamemy, npokJysiii My>kunH ceMbu CeBepeHbIX?

Bormpoc cBsmennnka oTBiek Beponuky ot co3eprianus. OHa 4€CTHO OTBETHUIIA!

— Mmue kaxercs, 3T0 0bu1 ApHOabA — nea bopuca. OH moBecuiics, y3HaB, 4To JKeHa eMy u3MeHuma. [ymaro, oH Hc
CMOT IPOCTUTH eif oOMaHa. OHa BbIIala 3a €ro ChiHa peOeHKa POKISHHOTO OT APYToro.

— DTO BO3MOXHO, — cJIoBa Oarromku mopa3uiaun Beponwky. Buns ee Hemoymenue, oH mosicHui: — Korma
MPUYHUHSCIIH KOMY-TO 3JI0, M OH Te0sl MPOKIMHAET, €ro CI0Ba UMEIOT CHITY. bor omyckaeT Takylo BEpOSTHOCTh. Tak ke Kak
OH TIOPOH JIOITYCKAeT YOUMCTBO OJJHOTO YEJIOBEKA IPYTHIM.

— Ho MuHyTYy Ha3aj Bbl TOBOPUIIU, YTO MPOKJIATHS HE CYIIECTBYET, — HanoMHuiIa BepoHuka.

— DT0 He coBceM OHO. bor Bcero-HaBcero kaxaoMy Bo3aaeT 1o aesiam ero. Corpenm — Oy 100p pacmiatutbes. Ho
€CJIM MPOKJIATHE aJPECOBAHO YEJIOBEKY IPaBEJHOMY, OHO BEpHETCS Ha3aJl K TOMY, KTO MPOKJIMHA.

— Papa 3a mpaBenHbX, — ckazasia BepoHuka, — HO B 3TOM cilyyae MPOKJIAThE ObLUIO 3achykeHHbIM. M30ibae
Kapnosna, B camom fieine, U3MEHsIIa MYXKY.

— Torna eit HanoO6HO mokasaThes. HemoaaenbHOe packasiHue TBOPUT Uyzeca.

— S nepenam eii Balm CJI0Ba.

BHeszanHo 0aTolKka OCTaHOBHJICA, PE3KO MOBEpHYJICS K BepoHuke U mpon3Hec:

— A Benp bopuc npuxommn ko MHE € MOXOXHM BorpocoM. S coBceMm 3abbu1 o Hameit Oecene. Ilpomwo Gonee
MOJIYTOAA.

— W uTto BBl eMy oTBEeTHIIN?



— To ke, 4TO 1 BaM.

— Uro %, — KpUBO YIBIOHYIach BepoHnka, — K COXAJICHHIO, €MY Balll COBET HE 0C000 MTOMOT.

OHM TOBEpHYIH 00paTHO K IEepkBU. Beponwka muia, misas cebe mox HOru. Bua MOTWIBHBIX TIUT yrHetan. Wnes
IPOTYJATHCA O KJIAAOHUIIY TeNephb Ka3auach €, 0 MEHBIIEeH Mepe, CTPaHHOM.

— BpxomuT, BBl HE JOIMYCKAE€T€ BO3MOKHOCTH, YTO HPOKIATHE PEaJbHO M YTO €r0 MOYKHO CHATH? — CIIPOCHIIA
Beponuka, Koryia OHM OCTaHOBUJIUCH Y BXOJA B LIEPKOBb.

— Botock, uTO Tak, — KUBHYI OaTIOIIKA.

— Ho tpoe myxuun noru6iu! Bl He MOKeTe ITOTO OTPUIIATH.

— 5 He oTpunaro. Ix cMepTH peanbHbl, HO MPOKJIATHE - PE3YAbTaT OTAAICHHOCTH OT bora, a He ciieIcTBHE HaTO0KEHUS
nopuu. Jlromu ymMuparT OT OONE3HEH W CTapOCTH, UX TYOST MypHBIE MPUCTPACTHUS U HEOOAyMaHHBIC MOCTYIKH, C HUMU
MIPOUCXOST HECUACTHBIE CIIydau, a ellle JIoJeil yOUBaloT Ipyrue JIIoAu, HO OTHIO/Ib HE Marusl.

% %k 3k

bnusuncsa Beuep, a BMecTe ¢ HUM CBUJaHHE HazHaueHHOe Bmaaumupom. CrenuanbHO JUisi 3TOro ciiydas Beponuka
Kyluja B MECTHOM yHHBepcame Iarbe. CTOMIIO OHO Cyle KONEHWKH, U OHa He yrnepxanach. ['0my0oil nCKycCTBEHHBIH
IIeJIK OTJIMYHO JIOKUJICSA Ha ee purypy. B HOBoM Hapsie oHa moxoAusia Ha JieAW U3 Bbiciero odmectra. Kanb neHer He
XBaTHJIO HA TY(JIN B TOH.

— ThI oueHb KpacuBas, — noxsajaui Mutsa. — Kak npuHIiecca u3 CKa3ku.

— Yro 3a npuHiecca? — nepecnpocuia Beponuka.

— MHe HSHS HAa HOYB YKMTAET CKa3Ky Mpo 30JylIKy. Y Hee Toxke ObLIO roiydoe MiIaThe U TEMHBIE BOJIOCHL

Beponuka mocMoTpena Ha cbiHa. B mocnemanee BpeMst oHU Mano oOmairuch. OOMeH HHYero He3HadanmMmu Qpazamu
nepej CHOM He cuuTalcs. PaHbllle OHa Bcerna Haxoauia JUisl HETO HECKOJIbKO 4acoB B JeHb. Hukakas pabota, nomariHee
XO3SHCTBO U MPOUYre OBITOBBIC MEJIOYH i He Memainy. Teneph oHa AaKe HE B Kypce, KAaKHe KHUKKH OH YUTAET.

— MBI celiuac HEYacTO BUAMMCS, — OHa Ipucena psiaoM ¢ MuTeil Ha KpoBarh, I OH CKJIaJbIBajl Mas3il. — Y MEHs
MHOTO JIe]I ¥ sl IOYTH He ObiBato qoMa. Obelar, Mbl HEIPEMEHHO BCE HABEPCTACM.

— He ctpammno. S moHuMaro: Thl B3pocias, Tebe HEKOr1a urpaTh CoO MHOM. {7151 uTp ecTh HsHS.

— Kro Tebe 310 ckazan? — ynusmiack Beponnka. CIUIIKOM yXK MO-B3pOCIOMY MPO3BYYaIn cIoBa MUTH.

— babymka Cseta, — orBeTHa Muts. — OHa TOBOPUT, YTO Thl OUEHb 3aHATASI K UTO 5 HE JOHKEH TeOe MEeIaTh.

— ConHblnko, — OHAa OOHsIA ChIHA M TpHKala K Tpynd. — Thl HUKOTJA MHE HE MeIlaji. XOodellb, Mbl 3aBTpa
MPOBEJIEM 1IEIIbI J€Hb BMECTE?

— Ouensb Xouy, — npusHaiacs Murs.

— Bot 1 noroBopuiince. 3aBTpa MoWIeM Ha MUKHUK. TOJIBKO THI U 5. A ceiiyac MHE HaJ0 UATH.

Beponuka omymana ceds nmpeaareneM. Bmecto Toro 4ro0bl MpOBECTH Bedep C CHIHOM, coOpanach Ha cBugaHue. Urto
oHa 3a Marb? OnpapJaHuEM YacThIM OTIYYKaM MOIVIO OCITYXHUTh JIUIIb XKeJlaHue obe3onacuts Oyaymee Mutu, a st 3TOro
el Hy>)KHO pa300paThCs B MPOUCXOISIIEM.

Bopsich ¢ uyBcTBOM BUHBI, BepoHuka Bbilivia Ha ynuiy k Bnagumupy. OHE OTIpaBUIIUCH B TOT K€ PECTOpaH, rae ObLTu
B MPONUIBIA pa3. MyX4iHa MOCETOBAJ, YTO B TOPOAE TOJBKO OJHO MPUIMYHOE 3aBEJICHUE, U OHU BBIHYKJEHBI TTOBTOPSATHCS.
Ho Beponuka Obina 3TOMy pana. Eit 10 Toro moHpaBuicsi pecTOpaH, YTO OHA C MPEBEIUKUM YIOBOJBLCTBHEM XOIMIAa OB
Ty/a KaKJIbIi JEHbD.

CeronHsi OHa YyBCTBOBasia cebs, €CIM HE KOPOJICBOM, TO OIpeneiaeHHo mpuHiieccor. [Ipoxom m0 cronmka mo 3anmy,
KOTOPBIN B MPOIUIBIA pa3 cTal JUisl Hee CYIMM Haka3aHueM, najics Beponuke 6e3 Tpyna. OHa ¢ HaclaxACHHEM JIOBHUIIA HA
cebe BOCXHILEHHBIE B3MJIAIbI MYXYUH U PEBHUBBIE B30PHI UX CITYTHHII.

Brnanumup noasen ee Kk TOMY K€ CTONMKY. BepoHuKa TOJIBKO CO BTOPOTO pasza OLEHWUIIAa ero mnojioxkenue. OH CTosI
YyTh 00JIaJIb OT OCTaJbHBIX. [Ipy 3TOM OTCrO/1a OTKpBIBAJICS MPEKPACHBIN BU HA 3aJl.

— Tol cerogst NOAO3pUTENBHO TUXAs!, — 3aMeTH Bnaaumup, OTKpbIBas MEHIO.

— Sl 6ecenoBana c O6aTroNMKOM, — cKazana BepoHuka.

MyxurHa yAUBICHHO OCMOTPEJ Ha HEE MOBEPX MEHIO U TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— BbI 00cyx1anu criaceHue JIyIm?

— W 510 B TOoM unciie. Ho 607b1110#1 4aCThiO MBI TOBOPHIIH O MPOKJIATHSX.

— KT0 0 yem, a Thl Bce 0 TOM ke, — MoKavas rojoBoil Biagumup. — Bce HUKak HE yCTTOKOUIILCS?

— Kak s Mory yCrOKOUThCS, KOT/Ia pe4b AT O MOEM ChIHE?

[Tomomen odurmant. OHu cnenanu 3aka3. Kak Toiapko oH yganuics, Bnagumup cripocut:

— W 9o ke cBsIEeHHUK Tebe cka3an?

— Huuero ocobennoro. Ho oH HaBen MeHs Ha OJHY JIFOOOMBITHYIO MBICIIb.

— INogenmuumcsa?

Beponuka yiasi0HyIaCh:

— C yero emie s ObI cTana 3aBOAUTH ATOT pa3roBop? OH HAMEKHYIN, YTO BCe O€/IbI JIOICH CIIydaloTCs 0 BUHE JIPYTUX



mozeil. Sl He TOMHIO TOYHBIE CJI0Ba, HO CMBICI TPUMEPHO Takoil. 1 s mogymana, a 4To eciiv MpoKIsThsS HET?

— 51 Tebe 00 3TOM TBEpXKY C CaMOro Hayania, — MoAAepKall MOJUICHCKUH.

— Ho cmepTh Tpex denoBek Helb3s UTHOPUPOBaTh. UTO Xodellb CO MHOMW Jiefiail, HO s HE BEpIO B coBINajaeHud. Jla u
3TU OJIMHAKOBBIE 3aIIMCKH BBITTISAST CTPAHHO.

— OnuHakoBbIe 3aUCKU? — Braagumup nmpunoaHst OpoBb.

Beponuka 3a0bui1a, 4TO HE OJAENUIACH C HUM 3TOH HOBOCTBIO, M OBICTPO UCIIPaBHJIA MOJI0KECHHE:

— H3onpaa KapioBHa nmokasana MHE MPEICMEPTHBIE 3alTUCKU MYXa U CbiHa. OHM TOYb-B-TOYb COBIAAAIOT C 3aITMCKOMN
bopuca. Hy, 3a uckiroueHueM NpUIKCKHU Ha APYro CTOPOHE.

— M3onpna KapioBHa A0 cHX TOP XpaHUT 3TH 3aITUCKU?

— Jla, — xuBHyna BepoHuka.

— Cymacmenmasi crapyxa, — Brnanumup notsHyicst 3a 00KajoM C IIAMIIAHCKUM, MTPUHECEHHBIH OPUIIMAHTOM. —
[Tomymaii cama, KTo OBI €if OTaJ CTOJIb BaXKHBIE TOKYMEHTHI. Beapb 3To ynmuku. Uem cTpouTh MpeIooKEHHS, JaBai ydie
BBIIIBEM.

Beponuka yokHynack OokanoMm ¢ Bosozeit u BbIMMIA MIAMIIAHCKOE OIHUM IJIOTKOM. ['a3upoBKa yrmapuia B TOJOBY.
3anmnano B HOCy. [IuTh mamMmaHckoe 3a1moM — Ijioxas uaesl.

— 51 Bepro U3onpae KapnoBue, — cka3ana oHa, npus B ceds. — K yemy eit Bpatb?

— Kro roopurt, uro ona Bper? M3ompna KapnoHa npeOwiBaeT B miieHy 3a0myxaeHuii. OHa BbelaymMana cede MU M
JKUBET B HEM, BEpsl, YTO MYX IPOKJISUT BeCh ee poi. [lns Hee MpOKIAThE TakKe peajbHO, KaK JJs Hac ¢ TOOOM COOBITHS
BYepauHero AHs. OHa JAa)ke MbICITU HE JI0IYCKAET, YTO BCE MOTJIO ObITh MHAYE.

— Ho nokasarensctBa, — cnabo Bo3pasuiia Beponuka.

— O kakux gokazarenbcTBax uaeT peub? O 3amuckax? Mx moxHo momaenarb. Tpoe MepTBbIX Myx4uH? [loBeps, B
JKU3HU CITy4aroTcsl BeUM U noxienie. S, padoTast B HOJTUIMH, TAKOTO HABUAAJICS, YTO HU B OJHOM pOMaHe He MpouTelb. YTo
ecnu M3onbaa KapioBHa cama BUHOBHA B CMEPTSIX ChIHA U BHYKa?

— Kaxum obpazom?

— O, 51, koHeuHOo, He 00BUHSIO ee B youiicTBe. Ho mpencraBp, uyTo TeOe 1M30 HS B IeHb TBEPAAT, YTO B TPUILATH MATh
JIeT Thl TOKOHYHII ¢ co00i. Kak TbI Oyzenis ce0st 4yBCTBOBATH B IEHb CBOETO TPUALIATUTIATUICTHSA?

— To1 cunraens, M3ompna KapinoBHa goBena ceiHa 1 BHYKA 10 caMmoyouiicTBa? — mpoirenTtana Beponuka.

Bnagumup nosxan ruiedamu. Bpozne Ob1 HeBUHHBIN KECT, HO OH BJIOXHII B HETO O0e31Hy COMHEHHUM, 1 BepoHuke crano
He 1o cebe. OdunmuaHT ¢ 3aKa30M pa3psAausl 00CTaHOBKY. BepoHHKa ¢ paJocThio OTBIEKIIACH HA callaT C MOPETPOAYKTAMHU.
N300pakast HEIyTOYHBIHN aNmeTUT, OHA BBIKPOUJIA HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Ha Pa3ayMbs.

JloBonbl Bosony He ObUTH JTUIICHBI MPAaBIONOA00HOCTH, HO OHA HE MOIIA ITOBEPUTH B TAKOE pa3BUTHE COOBITHH. UTO
TaM TOBOPHJIA KyXapKa O MOCIeIHUX AHAX kHu3HU boprca? OH ObUT OAABIIEH, YacTO YIIOMUHAN MPOKIATHe. Hago BRIACHUTE
BCE HABEPHSKA.

Eciu bopuc mokoHumn ¢ coboil u3-3a cTpaxa mepel] HMPOKIATbEM, TO OH KaKk MUHUMYM JOJDKEH OBbUT BHJIETH
MPEeICMEPTHYIO 3aMKMCKy OTLa WM neaa. MHaue OTKyaga B3sIThCS CTOMPOLEHTHOMY COBIaJeHUI0 TekcToB? Henb3s Oe3
JIOKa3aTeNIbCTB OOBUHATH CTAPYIIKY BO BCeX CMEPTHBIX rpexax. He TsaneT M3onbaa KapnosHa Ha koBapHOTO yOHiILy.

[TouysiB comHenust Bepouunku, Bnagumup ckazan:

— 41 He HaMepeH ynMuaTh CTapylo XEHIIMHY B YMBIIUIEHHBIX JEHCTBUSAX IPOTUB POAHBIX. YBEPEH, OHA HUKOMY HE
xKenana 3ia.

— Iloxoske, Tl 151 ce0s y)Ke BCe PEeIlrI M Halllesl BHHOBAaTOro, — 3aMeTuia Beponuka.

— Haunewm c Toro, 4to s ero BooO1e He UCKald. DTO Thl Y HAC NETEKTUB-IIOOUTENb. Tebe U KapThl B PYKH.

ITox HacMenUIMBBIM B3MIAI0M MYXUuHBI BepoHnka cmyrunacek. B camoMm nene, koro ona yuut? Bososs He nepBblil roa
pabotaet B noiunuu. Eciu yxx mpodeccronan yoexaeH, 4TO HUYEro TAMHCTBEHHOTO B CMEPTAX HET, TO KyAa OHa Jie3eT?
Bonbinie oHa He OJHUMAIIA ATY TEMY, UTOOBI BBITJISIIETH TIIYIIOH B €T0 IJ1a3ax.

Ocrarok Beuepa mpolen B pacciabiaeHHoi ooctaHoBke. Kak Tonbko 0Ha ocTaBuiia pa3roBOp O MPOKJISATHE HACTPOCHUE
Bnagumupa Bmur yinyunnuiocsk. OH CHOBa IpeBpaTuicCs B FaJJaHTHOTO KaBajlepa C XOPOIIMM YyBCTBOM IOMOpa, HAIIOMHMB
Beponuke, nouemy oHa oOpaTuia Ha HETO BHUMaHUE.

[Tocne yxuHa Brmagumup mozxse3 ee JOMOM W MPOBOAWI 0 KpbUIblla. BepoHuka OynTo OMNATH OYYTHIJIACH HA
BBIITYCKHOM Beuepe. M omiymeHus: ObUTM CXOKMMU: TOpENH IIEKH; HE XBaTaJlo BO3/yXa, XOTS HOYb HE Obula IYIIHOW; U
[IO/IparvBajy Najblibl.

— Cmacu60 3a NpUSTHBIA Beuep, — cKazaia Bragumup.

— A s mymana, 4yTo UCIIOPTHJIA €r0 CBOEH OONTOBHEH 00 youiicTBax.

— Bo3moxxHO, KOMYy-HUOYIB IpyromMy 3TO Obl U OMpAYUIIO HACTPOEHUE, HO TOJIBKO HE MOJULEHCKOMY, — YIBIOHYIICS
OH. — J17151 3TOr0 MOHAaTOOUTCS YTO-TO MOCTPAILIHEE KAKUX-TO TaM MPOKJISATHH.

— BoixoauT, s BepHO BbIOpasia CIyTHHKA.

— BrIXoauT, 4TO TaK.



[lenxnyna cobauka 3amka. /[Bepp oTkpriiack. Ho Beponuka He Toponuiace nepectynarb nopor. YTo-To ynepKuBajo
€€ Ha KpbUIbLIE.

— 3Haenis, — npousHec Baaaumup, — 3To MPO3BYUUT yXKACHO, HO s O1aroiapeH MpoKJISTHIO.

— 3a yto? — BepoHuKa B3IIIsIHYy/Ia €My B I1a3a: Toiyoble, KaK BaCHIIbKH.

— He Oyzap ero, MbI ObI ¢ TOOOV HHKOT/Ia HE BCTPETHIINCH.

— YT0 THI TaKOE TOBOPHIIIL, — MpoOOpMOTaIa OHa, — OHO noryouso bopuca.

— S nmpeaynpenunit, 4To 3TO MPO3BYUUT YKACHO.

Bnagumup xocHyies ee nuna. Ero nanplibl momaanian BUCKM BepoHUKH, CKOB3HYIN K BOJIOCAM, a OTTYIA K 3aTbUIKY.
Omna 3anpoKHHYIa FOJI0BY, MOACTABIIASA TyObl 71 MOLENYs, U OH He 3aCTaBUJI ce0s K1aTh.

Ona nourtu nmo3adbuia, KAKOBO 3TO — OBbITH kenaHHOM. Korma MyxdnHa cMOTPUT Ha TeOs U HE MOXKET HaIsAeThCs.
Opnum nouenyem Biianumup HamOMHMWII € 3TO YIIOUTEIbHOW YYBCTBO, BEPHYJI YTEPSIHHYIO ’KEHCTBEHHOCTb.

[TepBblii momenyit — 3To Kak jerycranus. [IpoGa crpactu Ha Bkyc. M miauTes oH, Kak MpaBMIIO, Mapy MTHOBEHUH.
[IpexpacHbIX, HO CKOPOTEUYHBIX.

Brnagumup otaanuiics or BepoHUKH U IIpoLIenTat:

— MHe nopa.

ITociie ATUX CIIOB OH pa3BEpHY/ICS U 3alliaraj K MallMHE, CJIOBHO OIAcasch, YTO OHA IOMBITAETCS €0 yAep»Karb, a OH
e/1Ba JI1 yCTOUT. BepoHuka mo1o1ana, moka moJIMecKuii aBTOMOOUIIb OTHENET OT KPbUIbLia U TOJIBKO MOCJIE ATOTO BOIILIA
B JIOM.

Buyrpu Opuio Tuxo. B 3TO mosnmHee Bpemsi Bce cnanu. BepoHuka Ha IBIIOYKaX MpPOKpaitach B CBOIO KOMHATY.
[Tepeonenach, yMbUIaCh U JIETNIa B MIOCTEIb, HO BCE HUKAK HE MOIJIa 3aCHYTh. [ 'yOBI IbLIaNH, PacpoOCTPaHss Kap M0 BCEMY
teay. OHa TOYHO TOA3ApSAIUIACh OT MOIIHOM Oarapeiiku W Temeph Obula ToJIHA SHepruu. M, koHeuHo ke, miaHoB. Bot
pa3bepeTcst ¢ YepTOBIIMHOM, YTO 3/1€Ch TBOPHUTCS, W HauyHET KM3Hb CHadasa. Murte HyxkeH orel. Manpiuky 0e3 Hero
HUKY/JIA.
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Crnenyronmii 1enp BepoHnka, kak U o0elana, TUIAHHPOBaIa MOCBATUTE ChIHY. HO MaHkl 3TH MPOAepKaTUCh POBHO JI0
TeX IOp, MOKa B KOPUJOpPE BTOPOTO ATaka oHa He BcTperwia M3onpay Kaprnosny, Ctousio yBUAETH CTapylo >KCHIIMHY, U
Beponuka moHsiia, 94TO MPOCTO 00si3aHA MOTOBOPUTH C HEH, MPOSICHUTH BCe N0 KoHIA. OCOOEHHO TOCIE pasroBopa C
Bononeit. OH mocess1 B HE COMHEHMs, a BepoHuka mpuHamiexajla K 4YUCIy Te€X JIOACH, KOTOpble HE MOTYT JOJIrO
HAaXOJUTHCS B TTOJIBEIIEHHOM cocTosiHUU. Eif Bceria u Bce TpeOoBaoCh 3HAThH TOCKOHATIBHHO.

Ona no3goposanack ¢ M3ompnoii KapioBHOW M monpocuiia yaenuTh €d HECKOJIbKO MUHYT. Crapylka npuniacuia
Beponuky k cebe.

— O 4eM ThI XOTeJa MOrOBOPUTH, AEBOYKA? — CIPOCHUIA OHA, TOJKATUB UHBAJIMIHOE KPECIIO K OKHY.

— O 3anmckax, KOTopble Bbl MHE ITOKa3bIBaiu. [lomHuTE?

— 51 MOXeT U cTapa, HO U3 yMa He BbDKUJA, — mpoBopuaia M3onpna KapnoBHa. — W ¢ maMsThiO y MEHS TTOJTHBII
MOPS/IOK.

— Torga BbI 3HaeTe, UTO s MO YIIM yBS3Ja B 3TOM Jiene. Ml MHe Hy)XHa Ballla TOMOIL.

— Cnymaro, — xuBHyna crapymika. Cyns mo 6JecKky a3, B Hell ApemMara aBaHTIOpHAs JKHUIIKa, HO B CUITY BO3pacTa OHa
npo3sdana.

— 51 xo4y cllaTh 3aIMCKU HA SKCIIEPTHU3Y.

Ota uaes npunwia BepoHuke B ronoBy Houbt0. OHa BCS M3BENIACH, MOKA MOHSIA, KAK MMEHHO OTBETHTh Ha IIABHBIN
BOTIPOC: KTO HAIUCAI MpeAcMepTHBIE 3amucku? CaMoyOHiIIbl HIIM UM KTO-TO moMor? Eif moBe3no pomauThes U KUTh B BEK
mporpecca, 0 4YeM OHa M BCIIOMHMJIA BO BpeMsi HOYHOro OaeHus. HbiHue MOkHO Oe3 mpoOiem 3aka3arb SKCHEPTHU3Y
nomayepka. JIFoOOmBITHO, YTO OHA TTOKAXKET.

— Yro elre 3a 3KkcnepTrU3a’? — HACTOPOKUIIACH CTAPYILIKA.

— OOpIyHAs MPOBEpKa Mo uepka. Tak MbI BEISICHIM, KOMY OH TPUHAJICHKUT.

— ThI Tymaenb, 3alIMCKU HAMMCAJl OUH U TOT K€ YEJIOBEK?

— Bpsin 11 3T0 BO3MOXHO, — CHUCXOIUTEIBHO yNbIOHYnack Beponmka. — Kro Ob1 3T0 Mor ObiTh? Benp B 3TOM
CJlyyae OH WJIM OHA JOJKHBI OBUTH KUTH €Ilie BO BpEMEHa Balllero MyXa.

Crpocua ¥ TyT e OcO3Hajia: OJIMH TaKoW 4enoBek Bce ke ecTb. Cama M3onbaa KapnosHa.

— $1 pelMTensrHO HE MOHMMAl0, YTO UMEHHO Thl PACCUMTHIBACIL HAMTH, — CTapyIlKa TO JU HE 3aMEeTUJIa ee HaMeKa,
TO JIM c/ieJiajia BUJ, YTO HE MOHsIa €ro.

— S mpocTo momymana: 4TO €CJIM Balll ChIH HE TMOKOHYMJI ¢ co0oi? Ero mormm, Hampumep, YOUThb, a 3aIllUCKy
noanaenats. Mnu, moxer, Jleonosba BUIEn 3aUCKY OTLA U CO3HATEIBHO €€ CKOMUPOBan?

— OrtKyna 3Tv AOMBICIBI? Sl TOYHO 3HAl0, YTO MOW ChIH 3aIMCKU HE BUJEI.

— 3Ha4UT BEpPHO MOE MEPBOE MPEANOI0KEHIE, — ocMmerena Beponuka.



— Yro 3a npennonoxenne? Thl MEHs 3ammyTana.

— 1 roBopmIIa ¢ OaTIOIIKOMW, M OH MOJall MHE OTJIMYHYIO HJIel0, — MosicHuIa Bepornka. — OH cka3ai, 4To BCAKOE 3710
UJET OT 4YeoBeKa. MucTruka OObIMHO HU IIPH YEM.

— Xoporuo, — comacuiia M3onpaa Kapnosna. — Bo3pMu 3anucku. OHM sexar Ha TproMo. Tosbko paau bora BepHu
WX Ha3aJ [eJIbIMA U HEBPEIUMBIMH.

— OO0 »TOM MO’KeTe He BOJIHOBAaThCs, — BepoHuka npubian3uiach K TPIOMO.

3anucKy Jexany TaM ke, IJIe OHa UX OCTaBWja B Mpouwibii pa3. Crapyiika ux He npstaina. [[puBbIkiIa c4UTaTh CBOIO
KOMHATy 4eM-TO Bpojie HecropaeMmoro ceiia? Buaumo, HUKTO HUKOTAA HE MOKYIIAJICS Ha ee COKpOBHINA. Jla u 4To 31ech
Obu10 Oparh? BepoHnka OKHHYIA B3MVISIIOM CTONKW KHUT B OTPENAHHBIX MeperieTax, KopoOKH J0BEpXy HaOUThIE BElaMu,
HauMHas OT WTPYIIEK M 3aKaHuuBas nocyfaod. HalTu cpeam ximama 4To-TO IMO-HACTOSIIEMY II€HHOE OyIeT HempocTo.
JIx000i1, KTO MPOHUKHET CIOJIA, 3aIIyTAETCsl B TOpax Mycopa U OBICTPO OCTABUT OECCMBICIICHHBIE TTOUCKHU.

— Hanma? — oxknuknyna M3onsna Kapiosna.

— Jla, oHu 371€Ch.

— 41 10 cux nop MOMHIO, I'/Ie YTO XPaHUTCSl, — MOXBacTaJIach CTApYyILKa.

Beponnka mocmoTtpena Ha Hee, HE CKpbIBas 3aBUCTH. M KTO-TO eIe cMeeT rOBOPUTh, YTO OHA HE B cebe? Jla uToOh
3alIOMHUTH PACIOJI0KEHHE MPEIMETOB B 3TOH KOMHATE HAJl0 BMECTO MO3ra 00J1a1aTh KOMIIBIOTEPHBIM MTPOLIECCOPOM.

— CKOJBKO MPOJUTUTCS 3Ta TBOS dKCHEpTU3a? — nouHtepecoBanach M3onpaa KapinosHa.

— OTOro 5 HE 3Halo.

— Jlaro TeGe Tpu aus. [ToToM BepHEIb 3aUCKH.

— A ecnM 3KCIepThl HE YCEIT?

— IlycTp paboTatoT ObICTpEE, — BOPWIMBO OTBETHJIA CTAPYIIKA.

— MHe eme HyXHBI 00pa3il mouepka ApHoabaa u Jleomonbna. HaBepHsika y Bac uro-uuOynp Haiigercs. [locrne
HEJIaBHUX COOBITHI MHE 3aKPBIT XOJ B KaOWHET.

— Ee 061, — XMBIKHY/Ia CTapyllKa U MOBEpHYIa Kpecio K TymOe, MOpbUIach B OHOM M3 SIIIMKOB M BBITAIMIIA OTTYA
C JIECATOK JIMCTKOB MCIHMCAHHBIX MEJIKUM IMOMYEpPKOM. — BoOT, — OHa mpoTsHyna 1Ba U3 HUX, NOSCHUB: — HA MEPBOM
noauepk Jleonospaa, Ha BTOPOM MOETO MYXKa.

— Cmacu60, — ot Bcero cepana modnarogapuia Beponuka.

— Kax noxxuBaet moii npaBHyk? — cMmeHuna temy M3onpna Kapinosaa. — OH 1aBHO KO MHE HE 3aXOJIUT.

— MuTs HaxoaUTCS MOA HEYCHITHBIM HAA30pOM HsIHU. [lociae ucTopuu co CIUPUTHUYECKON JOCKON OHA HE CITYCKAET C
HEro IJ1as3.

— W npasuiibHO. Heuero urpats ¢ miuoxumu Bemamu. Hukoraa He 3Haellb, KaKuX AyXOB pa30yIuiib.

— Ot0 ke npocTtas urpymka. Komy ona moxxet HaBpeiuTh?

— Korga g 6puta Monionoii, B Moie ObUIO MPOBOAMTH CEAHCHI ¢ MOJOOHBIMU JOCKaMHU, — OTBETHJA CTapylliKa. —
Menuymbl MOTJIH TIPY X TIOMOIIM BBI3bIBAaTh JyX0B. 1 Te He Bcerna ObUIM HaCTPOEHBI APYKETI00HO.

Beponuka cnepxanHo ynbiOHynack. CropuTh He uMeno cMmbicia. Eciam yxk cTapas >KeHIMHA BEpUT B MPOKIISTHE,
[I0YEMY OHa JOJDKHA MHaue OTHOCUTBHCA K Ipoued yeproBumHe? M3onpaa KapnoBHa cumrtama MUp IOyXOB pEasbHBIM.
Bo3MoxHO, 111 Hee OH ABJSUICS Jake 0oJiee 0csa3aeMbIM, Y4EM MU KUBBIX.

— He nepexuBaiite, — ycnokousa oHa. — J[OCKy oTHecIn 0OpaTHO Ha Yep/ax.

— Tawm et u mecro.

— A noiiny.

Beponuka Bctana, Ho M3onbpaa KapinoBHa He gana el yiTH, 3asBUB:

— S Bunena tebs Buepa ¢ Bononeit. HaGnronana 3a Bamu 4epe3 OKHO B KOPHIOPE.

[Ipuznanue crapymku pa3osnuiio Beponuky. Y M3o0nba61 KapioBHBEI HET MpaBa J€3Th B €€ JIMYHYIO KU3Hb. ClepKuBas
SpPOCTh, OHA BbIaBHIIa U3 cebs KopoTkoe: «Hy u?».

— OH Tebe HpaBUTCSA? — MOMHTEPECOBAJIACH OHA.

— Jlaxe eciu Tak, Bac 3TO HE KacaeTcsl.

— BepHo, — comacunach oHa, HO TYT ke J00aBujIa: — Thl YK IIPOCTH, YTO 5 JIE3y HE B CBOE JI€JI0, HO MHE CTPaHHO
BUETH TeOs ¢ Bonoaei.

— Or10 eme nouyemy? — HacTopoxuiach Beponuka. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa: €€ KJAET odepedaHas ceMmeiiHas TtakiHa. Ho
KakuM OokoM 31ech 3aMeniaH Bmamumup? Ilonmmeiickuiit eii cummaruueH. Jonroe BpeMsi HU OIMH MYKYMHA TaK HE
BOJTHOBAJI e€e. He xoTenock ObI MOTEPATH €ro u3-3a MpodJieM B UyXKOi, B 00IIEM-TO, JIJIs1 Hee CeMbeE.

— He nepexuBaii, — npousnecna N3onpaa Kapnosaa. — Bonons — xopoumii Mansuuk. Mbl ¢ HUM He 0000 JPYKHBI,
HO ATO HE €ro BMHA. Sl BCcero juilb moayMania, 4To pa3 Thl HE JIAJMIIL C MOEH HEBECTKOW, TO U C HUM BpSJ JIM HalJenb
OOIIMIA S3BIK.

— Kaxk Cgetnana ['eoprueBHa cBsizana ¢ BiagumupomM? — HaCTOPOKEHHOCTh BepoHMKHU Bo3pacTana NOMUHYTHO. OHe
omlymana ce0s carepoM Ha MUHHOM T10JIe: OMH HEBEPHBI 1Iar U B3pbIB.



— Bounons ee moOumunk. Beerna uM 06bu1, — mosicHWIIA cTapylika. — Tak YK BBIIDIO, YTO TUIEMSIHHUK BOIUIOTUI B
ceOe Te yepThl, KOTOPBIX €il He XBarajo B chiHe. [IOMHIO, B IETCTBE MaJBbIMKK CONEpHUYAIH 3a ee BHUMaHue. Ho Bopuc
BCETrJa NPOUTPHIBAIL.

— Ilocroiite, — BepoHuka compoBoauiia npock0y B3MaxoM PyKH, — Bbl XOTUTE CKa3aTh, 4TO Brnaaumup — dacTth
cembr CeBepuHbiX. Ho y Hero npyras damumusi.

— On cpi CetuHo# cectpsl. OHa U ee My moru0mnu, korna oH Obul eme pedeHkoM. Ceera BocmuTana Boinomo,
3aMEHUJIa €My MaTh. MaJlbuiK BBIPOC B 3TOM JIOM€, HO CEHYac JKMBET OTJAEIbHO. B3pocbii yxe.

— Bot Tak HOBOCTB, — mpolenTana Beponuka.

— Pa3Be ThI He 3HANIA? — MPUILIENT Yepel CTAPYIIKH YIUBIATHCS.

— ¥V Brnagumupa He HaIUIOCh MOAXOISIIETO BpEMEHH, YTOObI pacckas3aTh MHE O cBoeM aeTcTBe. Eme pa3 cmacu6o. S
MOW Y.

BepoHnuka BbUIeTena U3 KOMHATHI, KakK sSApo U3 mymku. Eif HeoOXxoqumo ObLII0 0CTarbesl ONHOM, Bce 00ayMaTh, U OHA
CIpsTanack OT JIFOJICKUX IJ1a3 B CBOE KOMHATE.

Bonons oOmanyn ee. [lo-npyromy He ckaxemb. 3aueM OH CKpbUT poacTBo co Cernanoil 'eoprueBnoit? 3Han, yTo
Beponuka ee TepneTb He MOXKET U OOSUICS, YTO 3TO UCTIOPTUT UX OTHOIIeHH? JIydie Obl Tak.

B npoTuBHOM ciydae MOJIydaJoCh, YTO OH HAaMEPEHHO BOIWJ €€ 3a HOC M BC€ ATO BpeMs moMoran CBeTiiaHe
I'eoprueBne. Crnenui 3a BepoHukoi. A CKOJIBKO pa3 OH MOBTOPSUII, UTO €€ paccielOBaHUE BbIEACHHOTO fiflia He ctouT? U
Be/lb OHA NTouTH nosepuia. Hauana nono3pesate MU3onpay KapinoBHy He moiimu B ueM.

JIBepb OecriepeMOHHO OTKPBUIACh, M B KOMHATy Biietes Muts. [IpockakaB 1o crajgbHe Ha OMHON HOTE€, OH OCTAHOBHUJICS
nepen BepoHukoii u ¢ pajiocTHOH yIBIOKOM 3asiBUT:

— S roros!

— K uemy? — He moHsuzia oHa. MpIciu ObUIM 3aHSATHI MOJMUEHCKUM M €ro BEPOJIOMHBIM IpenareiabcTBoM. OHa
CWJIMJIACh TIOHSATD, T€ MpaBja, a Ie JIOXKb. SBISICS U BYEpAlIHUN MOyl YacThiO IJIaHA MO ee 00e3BPeKUBAHUIO UITU
Bnagumup noanancs nopsisy?

— K nukHuKy, — nosicaui Mursi.

— AX, NIUKHUK, — B3/10xHYN1a Beponuka. OHa coBcem 3a0bi1a 0 HeM. Ilpu Bceil 1100BH K ChIHY OHA HE ObUIa TOTOBE
MIPETBOPATHCS Becenoil. — [IpocTu, Manbii, nqaBaii B Apyroit pas. Sl HeBa>KHO ce0s1 TyBCTBYIO.

I'msins Ha chiHa, Beponuka nomymana o Hacienctse. Ecim Bnagumup npuxomutcs mieMsHHUKOM CBeTiaHe
['eoprueBHe, oHa MoOrJIa HAAEATHCS, UTO Bee AocTaHeTcs eMy. [losiBnenne Beponuku 1 MUt Hapylmio ux IJIaHsbl.

— Kak 310 B Apyroii pa3? — Mutst 00MXeHHO BBIIATHII HUXKHIOIO Ty0y. — ThI oOemana.

— S xe ckazana, 4TO MJIOXO ce0sl YyBCTBYIO, — pa3/pakeHHO OoTBeTHiIa Beponuka. HesicHo, yTo Gomblie ee 311HIIO0:
HBITHE CBhIHA UJIH TOT (PAKT, YTO OHA HE CIIEprKaya JAaHHOE MY CJIOBO.

— ThsI Bcerna Tak roBOpHIlb, KOT/IA €0 KacaeTcsl MeHs, — 3asBuil Muts. — Buepa Tbl uyBCcTBOBasa ceOs XOPOILIO.

Ona onenmia. BnepBble CbIH OTKPHITO OOBUHSUI €€ B 4eM-TO. BceMy BUHOI 3TOT JIOM M HE310poBast aTMocdepa B HEM.

— Crymaii k cebe B KOMHaTy, — BeJjena Beponuka.

— Tonbko 3T0 OT Tebs u ciblly, — npodopmMoTan MUTS Ha IMyTH K JABEpU U J00aBUI y camoro nopora: — baOymka
CseTa mpaBay ckasana.

— Croit! — oxnuknyna Beponuka. — Uro tebe ckazana 6alymka Cera?

— UYto 51 TeOe HEe HY)XeH! — BBIKpUKHYJ MHTS U BbIO€k AT U3 KOMHATHI.

Beponuky notpsicia riryorHa oousl B ero rojgoce. OHU € CBIHOM CCOPUJIMCH M paHbIlle, HO HUKOI/IA OH HE YIpeKa ee
B TOM, YTO OHA HEJIOCTATOYHO €ro JIOOUT.

Hu Ha cexynny BepoHuka He moBepuia, 4yTO NpUYMHA KPOETCsS B NMPOMYIIEHHOM NUKHUKE. Bee neno B CBernaHe
['eopruene. OHa HacTpamBaeT MHUTIO TPOTHB HEE, YTOOBI 3aIOIYYUTh HAJ HUM €IMHOJUYHYIO OmeKy. [lepBeiMu B xof
MOLIUTM UTPYLIKKA U BOT yxke 0alylllka He Tak IJI0Xa, KaK Ka3aJoch IMOHayaly. 3aTeM OHa Kak Obl MUMOXOJOM YIOMHHAET
Ipy MajpiuKe, OyITo MaMa yIensieT eMy HEIOCTaTOYHO BHHUMAaHHUS, U OH HAauYMHAeT COMHEBaThCs B ee JroOBU. [leno
caenaHo: Muts 3amyraiics, Kalpu3HUYaeT.

Otyactu Beponuka o6BuHsIa U cedsl, HO TOJIbKO oTyacTu. He ee BUHA, 4TO pacciieOBaHHE OTHUMAET CTOJIBKO CHUJT U
BpeMeHU. B mobom ciaydae oHa genaer 3TO paau cbiHa. Korga-HuOynb OH 3TO MOHMET, a MOKA HYXHO CPOYHO CIacarb
nosioxkenne. naue MuTs OkoHUaTenpHO MOMaAeT Mo BIMsHUEe 0aOKU U TOrJa MUIIM MPONaio: Ha Cyae MO MOBOLY ONEKH
Caetnana ['eoprueBHa JIETKO 3aCTaBUT €r0 TOBOPUTH TO, YTO €11 BBITOAHO.

Beponuka ycTano moBaimiiach Ha KpoBaTh M NMpUKpbUIa Ta3za. Hago Bce 00aymarb. CocTaBUTh IJIaH ACUCTBUNA. A IS
HTOr0 HEOOXOIUMO IMPHUBECTH MBICIH B MOPSAAOK. TONBKO KaK 3TO ClieNaTh, KOTJa BHYTPH OylIlyeT HAacTOSIMK yparan?
Korma uyBcTBa npeacTapisitoT OO0 KOKTEHIb 3710CTH, OOUIBI M HeloBepHs? B3pbIiBoomacHast cMeCh.

Omna nornpo6oBana paccaabuThcs, OTOPOCUTH BCE JHUIIHEE U COCPEIOTOUYNTHCS Ha IIaBHOM. A IJIaBHBIM OBLT MPOCTOM U
BMECTE€ C TEM HEBEPOATHO CJIOXHBIM BOMpoc: 4To aenarh? Celyac KOHKPETHO B ATy CaMyl0 MHHYTY, YTO OHA MOXKET
cnenarb? Kak 00€pHYTh CUTYallMIO B CBOIO MOJIB3Y?



Yem Oosbllie OHA gymana, TeM CHibHee BO30yxaanack. J[olpio A0 TOro, 4To OHa BCKOYMJIA HAa HOTH U MPHUHSIACH
pacxakuBarh 1O KOMHare, Mo3a0bIB PO HaMmepeHue paccrnabutbes. Bmagumup — mpenarens; Ceernana [eoprueBHa —
BeJIbMa, JKeJarolas OTHATH y Hee chiHa; M3ombpaa KapiaoBHa — TemMHas somaika, He UCKIIIOYEHO, YTO 3TO OHA yOuIia MyKa U
ceiHa. Uto BepoHuka nenaer B 3ToM KJIOMOBHUKE? Uero paau HaIpbIBaeTCs, CTapasiCh MIOHPABUTHCS BCEM 0€3 UCKITIOUCHUS?

OHa ocTaHOBHUJIaCh y OKHa M MOCMOTpeNia Ha Jiec, a TOYHee Ha To camoe JepeBo. Ha mecrte ctapyxu oHa Obl ero
HEMPEMEHHO CpyOmia. ITO K€ HaJl0 JOAyMarbCs, MMPOBECTH KU3HB, JIOOYSICh COCHOM, HA KOTOPOH MOBECHJICS TBOH MYX.
OrnpenesieHHO y Hee HE Bce B MOpsIKe ¢ rojioBoil. B Takoit armocdepe Oyner pactu Mutsa? 31ech OH KaKk MUHUMYM
MPEBPATUTCSl B HEBPACTEHHUKA WIIU €ILe XyX e — COUAeT ¢ yma. OHM TOCTAT B JOME BCEro HECKOJIbKO HEenb, a MuTe yxe
MEpEIIMTCS BCSIKask YePTOBIMHA. BCIOMHUTD XOTS ObI CIUPUTUYECKYIO TOCKY.

Jaxe y HeBrneyarMTeabHOW BepoHuku Havanuch mnpoOneMbl. UTO HHM HOYb, Tak odepenHo kommap. OHa —
3aKOCTEHeNasi MarepualiicTka — BUAUT MPU3PAKOB, 3alyMbIBAC€TCS HAJl pPEaJbHOCTHIO MpOKIsATHsI. Ha Hee 3To coBceM He
MTOXO0XKE.

Buesanno ee o3apwino. OHa moHsiia, 4To Hamo aenarb. bexxkars! Kak MoHO ObicTpee ¥ Kak MOXHO fanbine. [Ipods oT
3TOrO JIoMa U ero oburarene. IlycTh ocTaBAT HAcIeACTBO ceOe Ha mapy ¢ AypalKuM MpokiasTheM. Eil Hu4yero He HYXHO.
TonpKO BBIYEPKHYB HOBBIX POJICTBEHHUKOB HAaBCEI/Ia U3 KU3HU, OHU ¢ MuTel 0cBOOOISATCS.

Beponuka kuHynace K mKady, BeITalmiIa 4eMOJaH W MPUHSIACH CKUIBIBATH B HEro omexmay. [Ipsmo kak ecTh, HE
ckianpiBas. OHa 3akoHuMIa cOOpHI 3a vac. [IepBbIM ee mMOphIBOM OBLIO OpPOCUTHCS coOMparh Be MHUTH, HO OHa BOBpPEMS
octaHoBuIack. bouta cepennua nus. CbIH UTpaeT B JETCKOM MO MPUCMOTPOM HsiHU. Ta HememsieHHO 0y10KUT CBeTiiaHe
['eoprueBne 00 ux oThe37€e, a 3TO B IIaHbl Beponuku He Bxoauso. OHa paccuuThIBaja yeXaTh IMO-TUXOMY, 3aTaUThCs TIe-
HUOYIb Ha Bpemsi. CTpacTu yisryrcs, 0 HuX 3a0yayT. Bee cHOBa mpuaeT B HOpMY. DTa MBICIb IOMOTJIA € MPOAePKaThCs 10
Beyepa.

Kak Tonbko oM morpy3uiicsa B COH, BepoHuka, MpuxBaTUB 4eMOJIaH, MPOKpajdach B KOMHATy ChiHA. MHTS CJaJIKO
nocansiBai B nocrenu. OHa penmsa He OyIWTb €ro paHblIe CPOKa, a TO OH €lle 4Yero Jo0poro mogHuMeT myM. CioXuB
BEIlM ChbIHA, OHA MPUCENA PAJOM C HUM Ha KpoBaTh. HexxHo noryiagqus MuTio 1o rojioBe, mo3paja ero no MMeHH.

— Connblliko, npoceimaiics. Ham nmopa exatsb.

— He xouy, — oH mepeBepHyJCs Ha Ipyroi OOK U 3apbUIcs B 0/iesyio, HO BepoHuka Oblia HacTOHYMBA.

Hrnopupyst mpoTecTsl CblHA, OHA CKHHYJA OIS0 M NpHUHsUIACh ofeBarb MuTioo. TOT MOYTH HE CONMPOTHUBISIICS, BCE
erie mpuObIBasi BO BIACTH cHA. JIMIIL KOT]a OHA MOTAIIMIIA €r0 K JBEPU, OH, HEMHOTO TIPHU/IS B CE0SI, MOMBITAJICS BEIPBATHCS.

— Kyna mb1 naem?

— M= ye3xaeM.

— Kyna? — tpeboBan orBeTa Murtsi.

— Jlomoii.

Beponuka paccunTbiBasia, 4TO OTBET YJOBJIETBOPUT ChIHA, HO HE TYT-TO ObUT0. Ero compoTtusienue crano eme 6omee
spocTHbIM. OH HEOKUIAHHO CHJIBHO YIIepCsl HOTaMU B I0J1, TAK YTO OHA €/1Ba MOIJIa CIBUHYTH €T0 C MECTA.

— IIpexpaTu HEMEUIEHHO WK s Te0sl Hakaxy, — rnotpedoBana Beponuka.

— Ho s He xo4y ye3xkaTb. MHe 3/1ech HpaBUTCSL.

— 51 TBOst Mama U ThI AOJDKEH MeHs ciymathes. Ecnu g cka3ana, 4To MbI €1eM 0MOii, TO Tak U OyerT.

— DT0 HEYECTHO, — IIMBITHYJ HOCOM MHUTL.

— Jlaxxe He B3mymail mjakarh, — mpenynpeawna BepoHuka, monraikupas ero K jectHuie. — Ha MeHsa 3To He
JICUCTBYET.

Ha camom nene, eme kak neiictBoBanio. M Muts mpekpacHo 3To 3Hain. Ha To oHa m marh, 4TOOBI Cie3bl peOeHKE
BBI3BIBAIH y Hee cocTpananue. Ho B 3ToT pa3 Beponuka nana cebe cioBo: HH 3a 4TO He monmaBathes. CTHCHYB 3yObl, OHA
BBIBEJIA CbIHA U3 JIOMaA.

UyTh 1M HEe HACWJIBHO 3aTOJIKaB €T0 Ha 3a/IHEE CHACHHE aBTOMOOWIIS, OHA CIpsTalia YeMOJaHbl B Oara)kHUK U cefia 3a
pyab. MUTHHBI BCXJIUIIBI IEPELUTH B pblAanus. Beponuka Opocuia B3mIsA B 3epKajio 3aaHero Bujaa. JIumo pedbeHka mouuio
KpacCHBIMH MSTHAMMU, IJ1a3a MPUITYXJIH, OH CYJIOPOKHO XBaTaj pTOM BO3/yX. JlaBHO OH Tak rOpbKO HE IJIaKal.

— Ycnokoiics, — nomnpocuia oHa. — MbI 00s13aTelTbHO KaK-HHOYIb HaBeCcTUM 0aldyiek. O6ermaro.

— Two1 yxxe obermana, 9To Mbl CXOJIUM Ha TUKHUK, — CKBO3b CII€3bI OTBETHII MUTSL.

— W MBI cxoquM. Sl OT CBOMX CJIOB HE OTKa3bIBalOCh. [[poCcTO MBI cientaem 3To Joma.

Beponuka uyBcTBOBana cebst uymoBuimieM. He kaxkmas marh crmocoOHa JoBeCTH peOCHKa 0 HCTEPUKH, a TOTOM
HaOmomaTh 3a ero crpamaHusmu. [locnegHuii Karmed craja WKoTa, 10 KOTOopod Mwutio moBen murad. He Bbimepxkas,
Beponmnka ocranoBuna «PeHo» y 0004MHBI U IEpEerHyiach Ha3a/l.

— Hy e, He maupb, MaJblll, — MOMPOCUIIA OHA, BHITUPASI CJIE3bl CO IIEK ChiHAa. — I TeOst oueHb CUIIbHO J100II0. Bee
HaJaJUTCs, BOT YBUIWING. ECiM HEe Xo4elb exaTh JOMOH, He moeaem. JlaBait, HaBectuM TeTio Mpy. OHa ke Tebe Bcerma
HpaBUJIACh.

OkoJlo mosTygaca OHa TMOTpaTUiia Ha TO, YTOOBI YCIIOKOUTH ChiHAa. HakoHer, oH ycHyln. BepoHHKa yKpblla ero cBoei



KYpTKOIl U oOepHynach Hazaa K pyiro. [loBepHyna Kitou B 3aMKe 3a)KMTaHMS, Ha)kalla Ha Mejaajb ra3a, HO TYT ee KJajo
rOpbKOE pa3ovyapoBaHUE: aBTOMOOMIb MOJTYAI.

— Harenn Bpemsi, — npoBopyania oHa.

BepoHunka HECKOJIBKO pa3 MbITAIaCh 3aBECTH MAIMHY, HO Ta ObUIa IIyxa K ee Mojs0aM. OT JoMa OHM OThEXalll BCETO
Ha HECKOJIBKO KUJIOMETPOB. Y TPOM MX HEMMPEMEHHO HAWIYT.

YyBCTBYsI MOJACTYIBI TAaHUKU, BepoHUKa CyIOpOoXKHO MCKaia B CyMO4YKe MOOWIBHBIN TenedoH. [lepBbiM ee mopbBoM
obu10 MO3BOHUTH MpuHe. Ho yem Ta momoxeT? OT cTOIMITBI HECKOIBKO YacoB myTu. Mpa He ycrieeT gooparbes. K Tomy xe
y Hee HeT ManmHbl. [logpyra cunTana, YTo aBTOMOOUIIb B CTOJIMLIE — AOTOJHUTENBHBI HCTOYHUK CTpecca M MPHUBOIUIA B
KauecTBEe apryMeHTa CTAaTUCTHKY HEPBHBIX CPHIBOB 3a pyleM. B nmaHHbli MoMmeHT Beponuka Oblia roroBa C HeW
COTJIACUTHCSL.

Kak 3T0 00ObIYHO OBIBACT, B PYKH JI€3J0 YTO YrOIHO, HO TOJBKO HE HYXHas Belllb: pacyecka, KOILIeJeK, KIIOUYU OT
KBapTHPBI, CTapasi pe3uHKa JUIs BOJIOC, KOTOPYIO, Kak BepoHuka aymana, oHa yxke JaBHO roTepsuia. BHe ce0st oT 310cTH oHa
BBITPSIXHYJIA COACPKMUMOE CYMKHU Ha maccaxupckoe cuaenue. [locaeaHrM BbINABIIMM U3 HEE MPEAMETOM ObLT COTOBBII.

OnHa ocTaBujia BEIM BAJIATHCS HA MACCAKHPCKOM CHACHBE U COCPEIOTOYMIIACH HA 3alMCHOM KHM)KKE MOOWIIBHHKA.
[IponucTeiBass omHO WM 3a ApyruM, BepoHuka Bce OTyYeT/IMBee NMOHMMAaNa: € He K KOMY OOpaTHUThCS 3a MOMOIIbBIO.
Tenedon no Gonbiieit yacTu comepxan padoune Homepa. Jpy3eil y Hee ObUIO HEMHOTO, U3 HUX BCETO OJWH KOMY MOXHO
ITO3BOHMUTH CPEeIX HOUM — Be3aecymasa Mpka.

Beponuka coBceM ObUIO OTHaslach, KOTJa HarKHYIach Ha HOBOE B 3alMUCHOWM KHIKKe uMmsi — Cepreil. Ona 3abuna
HOMEp ero MOOMJIBHOTO TeseoHa B TOT JIEHb, KOTJIa OH TOIBO3MII €€ K a/IBOKATy, M COBEPIICHHO 00 3TOM 3a0blia. Yiaadya B
KOHU-TO BEKH YJIBIOHYJIACh €M, IIeIpO BO3HATPAJAMB 32 TO/bI CTPAJaHHH.

Ona HaOpana HOMep, HUCKOJIBKO HEe 3a00TsICh O TOM, 4TO momymaeT o Hei Cepreit M, BO3MOXKHO, €ro keHa. Korma Ha
KapTy MOCTaBIECHO COOCTBEHHOE 0JIarornoydue pelko CUUTACIIbCs C MPOOIeMaMu APYTUX.

OtBetuin yepes napy ryakos. Buaumo, TenedoH naexan HernoaajaeKy oT MOCTe .

— Beponuka?

Omna He cMoOrJIa ONPEeNIUTh, YeTO B COHHOM ToJioce ObLI0 OOJIbILe: YIUBICHUS MM OECIIOKOMCTRA.

— MHe HeoOxouMa oMok, MammHaa 3arnoxia. S ceifuac B 1ecsiTH MUHYTax €371 oT oMa CBeTianbl [ eoprueBHbI.

— B takoe Bpems?

Beponuka 6pocuna B3risi Ha HapyuHble yackl. [lonmoBuna Broporo Houn. [lo3nHOBaTO.

— Ts1 Mmoxens Hac 3a0paTh?

— Tb1 He 01HAa? — HACTOPOKUIICSA MYKYHHA.

— C Mureii. Y MeHs HEeT BpeMeHU 00bsCHATH. [Ipuesikail 3a HaMu, IO TOpPOTre BCE PaCCKaXKY.

Hano ornare Ceprero 10KHOE OH HE CIPOCHII, Kyna oM moeayT. OH BooOIe He 3a7aBajl BOIPOCOB. bpocus B TpyOKy
«cKopo Oymy», Cepreit OTKITIOUUIICS.

Beponuka He ycmena 3acKy4arTh, KOTJIa M3-3a MMOBOPOTa MOKa3ajcs 3HAKOMBIM ya3uk Oe3 aBepeil. OH mopaBHsUICS C
«Peno» u nputopmosui. M3 manmuel noka3ancs Cepreil. Beimsigen on coOpaHHBIM B OOAPBIM, TOYHO HE OBUIO HOYHOMH
noOynku. BepoHuka B KOTOPBIM pa3 MOIUBHIIACH €r0 YMEHHUIO MOACTPaMBaThCS MO 00y cuTyauuio. J{omKHO ObITh, B
apMHUU 3TH €0 KaueCTBA BHICOKO LIEHWIHCH.

— Yro 3a cnenika exarb Kyga-To cpeau Houn? — crpocun Ceprelt, nogxons k «Peno». — Ilouemy He nokaanach
yrpa?

— Ilotomy uTOo He XOTena, 4YTOOBI O HaIleM OTbE3le KTO-HUOyIb 3HAJI, — OTBEeTWJa BepoHuka, BbIXOAS U3
aBromoOmiIst. OHa pernmia HU4ero He CKpbiBaTh OT Cepres.

— BbIxoauT, s yuacTBYIO B HE3aKOHHOMW ONepanuu?

— Tebs aTo cmymaer?

— Uro TBI, — ycMexHyncst My)kunHa. — CKopee BECeuT.

Beponnka oTkpbuia OaraxHHK W JocTaiia yemonanbl, a Cepreir Tem BpeMeHeM 3abpan MuTtio u3 «Penoy. TmarensHo
3aKyTaB peOeHKa B KypTKY, OH TIEpeHEC €ro B ya3uk. Majasuuk Kpenko craji. CoObITHUS MpOILEIIero THS U CIe3bl CeIalu
CBOE JIETIO.

Beponuka co cTopoHsl Habt01a1a 32 TeM, Kak OepexHo Cepreif oOpalnasics ¢ ee CbIHOM, KaK OCTOPO’KHO OMYCTHII €T0
Ha 3aJIHEE CUJCHbE ya3uKa, IOJOTKHYB KYPTKY, U CIPOCHIIL:

— OH He 3amep3HeT?

— Sl moey ¢ HUM U 3aKpOIO OT BETPa, — CKas3aja OHa, CTaBsl YeMOJIaHbI B 0ara)xxHoe OTAENICHUE ya3HKa.

— Haxunb Torna Bot 310, — Cepreii cHAN U NpoTsHYT BepoHuke cBOXO KypTKy LiBeTa xaku. — He xBarano Tosbko,
YTOOBI THI U3-32 MEHS MPOCTYAUIIACE.

— A KaK xe TbI?

— 3a MeHs He BoJiHyiica. He nmepBeiii rog Ha HeM €3:Ky, — Cepreil moxsionana MalMHy 1Mo KanoTy. — 3aKaJeHHbIN YKe.

Omna ¢ GyiaronapHOCThIO IPUHSAJIA KYPTKY U HaJella ee MoBepX TOHEHBKOTO CBUTEpa. Ta MpUIIach KaK HENb3sl KCTaTH.



[To mpaBne roBopsi, oHa 3aMep3iia emie B «PeHoy. be3 meuku B canoHne ObUTO MPOXIIaIHO.

Beponuka 3abpanack B ya3uK, MOJOXKHJIA TOJIOBYy ChlHA K ceOe Ha KOJCHH W KHHYJA MOCIEIHUN B3MISA B CTOPOHY
CBOETO aBTOMOOUJIS.

— Yro ¢ HUM OyneT? — NmouHTEepecoBasach OHa.

— OrBe3y Bac, a moToM BepHYCh 3a «PeHo». OTroHio k cede. MammHa crapasi, ToJIoMOK MHOTO. [Ipuiercst moBO3UTHCSI.
Kcraru, kyna exem-1o?

— B cromuiy. Kak nobepemcsi, Ha30By TOYHBIN ajpec.
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Beponunka He 3aMeTmIa, Kak 3ajapemana. [IpocHynack oHa OT IIymMa: ya3uk BbeXaj B TOPOJ, U JBUKEHUE MO aBTOCTPAJIE
yeunuiock. Ctonuiie He BeoM ObuT 0TAbIX. OHA BeUHO 60ApPCTBOBAIA.

— Ha cnenyromem cBetodope HarpaBo, — yKasalla OHa J0POTY XPUIUIBIM I1OCJIE CHA TOJIOCOM.

Cepreii, MogaBUB 3€BOTY, BBIMOJIHUI yKazaHus. Beponuke ctano HenoBko. OHa pas3Oyauia denoBeka, 3acCTaBUiia €ro
BE3TH X KYy/Ja-TO M JIaXe TOJIKOM He moOnaronapuia. Micnpapisisi MOJ0KEHHE, OHA CKasasa:

— Ilpoctu, uto copBana Tebds cpeau Houn. Hanmeroch, n3-3a MmeHs y TeOst He OyAeT mpoOsieM C )KeHOM.

— 3a 3T0 He BoJHYylc. S pa3BeeH.

CreneHb HETOBKOCTH Bo3pociia. Cepreil HUKOrIa He TOBOPHUII O JKeHe, U BepoHuke He ciieoBaio O Hel YTOMHHAT.

— MBeI paccTanuch mATh JeT Ha3ad, — MY)KUYHWHA TIOYYBCTBOBAJ €€ 3aMEIIaTeNIbCTBO U pa3psaamit obctaHoBKY. — Kak
3TO MOJHO FOBOPUTH: HE COLUTUCH XapaKTEpPaMHu.

— A netn? — BepoHuka He 3Haia, 4TO €€ TOJIKHYIIO 337aTh ATOT BOIIPOC, HO OTCTYNATh OBUIO MO3/HO.

— Hx mer, — Cepreit Opocws1 B3I B 3€pKajio 3aJHETO BHIa Ha MUPHO crsmero Mutio u npobasun: — Bceerna
MeYTaj O ChiHe, HO Y JIM3bI ObLIIO CBOE MHEHUE HACUET JIETEH.

Beponnka He Hyxaamrach B JalbHEHImMX oObsicHeHUsx. OHa Bce MoHsIIa cama: >xeHa Cepresi He XoTella JIETEH.
MpeicnerHo Beponuka momgaep:kana ObIBIIETO BOCHHOTro. JKEHIMHE, JUIICHHOW MAaTepPUHCKOTO HHCTUHKTA, HE CTaTh
XOpOIIeH CIyTHHUIEH XU3HH. HO 0T4ero-To MyXKYMHBI JIIOOST BETPSHBIX 3TOMCTOK. BepoHUKa B TaiilHe HEMHOTO 3aBHI0BAJIA
TakuM JkeHnmHaM. OHU yMEIOT TOJNy4aTh Keinaemoe, n3beras HENPHUATHBIX mociencTBuil. OHa 3TUM IMOXBACTaThCs HE
Morna. Uro Obl OHa HU Jeraja, MOCIeICTBUS BCera 1aBajiu o ceOe 3HaTh.

— Ilpuexanu, — BepoHuka yBujena 3HakoMbli oM. — OCTaHOBHU y JAJIbHETO OIbE3/A.

Hpxke B xu3HU moBe3o. Y Hee Obuth poauTenn. OqHOTO MX Hanmuuus BepoHuke XBaTano AJis 3a4MCIICHUS YelIOBEKa B
cuacTnuBuMkU. Ho mompyra mpeamodnTana CHHMarbh KBapTUPY BMECTE TOTO, YTOOBI JKUTh C MAaTephi0 U OTIOM. byrb
Beponuka Ha Mmecte Mpku, HU 32 4TO OBl HE TOKUHYJIA OTYUH JTOM.

Yacel Ha mpuOOPHOI IOCKE MOKa3bplBAIM Haudano Imectoro. He camoe momxorsmiee BpeMs IUisi BU3UTa B TOCTH.
Beponnka naOpana Homep Mpunsbl [loTsHyTuch MUHYTBI OXHAaHHUSA. TpyOKy IOJATO HE Opadu M 3BOHOK IMPEpPBAJICS.
BepoHuka no3BoHmia Ha JomaumHui. Ero rpomoniacHas Tpenab MoIvia IOAHATH Jaxe MeprBoro. M TouHo: mosesno —
OTBETHUJIN.

3acniaHHBIM U OJTHOBPEMEHHO CEPAUTHIM T'OJIOCOM IMOJpYyra CIpoCcHIIa:

— Kr0?

— Hpumka, — ¢ WHTOHAUUSIMH TOMIU3BI 3aroBopuiia BepoHWKa, — ThI TOJNBKO HE pyraucs, HO MBI y TeOs IMOI
OKHaMH. BrycTuiinb?

B TpyOke moBucna tunmmna. Mpa nepeBapuBana nundopmamuto. Beponnka e Topornmia. CrycTss HECKOIBKO CEKYH]
Hpuna 6011po ckomaHi0BaNa:

— Iloguumaiitecs!

Ksaptupa Upsi 612 Ha BTOpoM dTaxke. Cepreit Hec MuTio, a Beponuka yemomansl. [logpyra sxaana ux, OTKPBIB ABEPb.

— Ipunumaii 6exeHIeB, — KUCIIO YIbIOHYIach BepoHuka, nmepecekast mopor.

Wpa HenaBHO nepeexaiia, 1 BepoHuka BrepBble 3anuia B TOCTH. Mpka 4acTo MEHsIa MECTOKUTEIBCTBO — CKaH1aIua ¢
xo3sieBaMH. «OmHaXIBDy, — KaK-TO CKa3ana el BepoHuKa: «B CTONHWIIE HE OCTAHETCS ChEMHBIX KBAPTHUP, IJe ObI ThI HE
KUTIAN.

— IloueMy He mpeaynpeauIIa, 4To Thl C MY)KUNHON? — npoBopyasa Mpka, KOKETIMBO 3amaxuBasi KOPOTKUH XaJaTUK.

OHa ¢ OIMHAKOBBIM YCIIEXOM MOTJIa Obl OTKPBITh UM JIBEPh B OIHOM COpovKke. BepoHuke He mOHpaBMIOCh, Kak Ceprei
OKHHYI B3rsioM Gurypy Upku. OcoOeHHO pazapaxalii COOCTBEHHbBIE YMOIIMH 110 3TOMY ITOBOTY.

— OrHecute pebeHKa B ocTeNb, — VIprHa mokasaia Kyjaa UMEHHO.

[Toxa onu ¢ Cepreem 3aHumanuch Muteil, Beponuka npuctponsia 4eMogaHsl B YIIIy B KOPHIOpPE, YTOOBI HE MEIIATUCEH
Ha MpOXOJie.

— MuTpKka criuT CHOM IpaBeiHUKa, — J0J10ku Cepreil. — A s, oxanyii, noemy.

— Kak naxe ydaii He BbibeTe? — oropumniiach Mpa.

— MHe «PeHo» Haz0 10 yTpa OTOTHATH, [I0KA €r0 HE HAIIUIU.



— O yeM peub? — 3anHTEpecoBanach Mpka.

— S tebe pacckaxy, — mooOemana Beponuka u obparunacs k Cepreto: — Cracu6o orpomnoe. He 3Haro, 4ToOBI 5
0e3 Tebs menana.

— Be3Bana ObI Takcu. J]enoB-To.

C stumu crioBaMHu OH yies, a Beponuka onryruia cedst uaunotkoit. Kak ona cama 10 storo He moaymanack? Beero-to
Ha0 ObUI0 HAOpaTh HOMEP CIYKObI TAKCH M HE MPHUILIOCH ObI HUKOTO OECTIOKOUTH.

— Opeiia OBl HA 3TO CKa3aj, — MHOTO3HAYMTEIBHO 3aMETHJIA MOAPYyra, ¢ YCMEIIKON HaOiroas 3a BbIpAXKEHHEM €€
muna. Mpa He 1oroBopuiia, 4To TaKoro Mor ckazath @peiin, 1aB BepoHnke Mopa3MbIIUIATh HAJl IPOJOKEHUEM (pashl.

Wpka 3aBapuia 4aii, JocTasia MedeHbe, YyTh MMOAyMasa U JoOaBHUia MoYaTyro OyThUIKY KOHbsIKAa. BepoHuke Ta ObLia
OTJIMYHO 3HAKOMa. Y OyTBUIKH Ja)ke HazBaHUE UMesnock. OHHM Mpo3Bau ee «AHTHCTpPECC». YKe U He BCTIOMHUTB, KOI/Ia ee
Kynwid. I'ne-To B Havane UX 3HaKOMCTBA.

Korna y oqHo# U3 moapyr ciydanack 06efa, OHH JTOCTaBaIM KOHBSIK M3 3aralllHiKa ¥ HEMHOTO JO0OABIISUIM €T0 B Yai,
CHUMaJIU HampsbkeHue. byTbiika nepeeskana BMecTe ¢ pkoid ¢ KBapTUpbl Ha KBApTUPY. 10, UTO KOHBSK MPOIEPHKAICS TaK
JI0JITO, MOTJIO O3HAYaTh JBE BEIIM: JTUOO OHU C MOAPYTOi Majo MbIOT, MO0 Y HUX BCE MPEKPACHO.

— Hy, pacckasbiBaii, — pa3uB KOHBSK B Yaii, morpedosana Npka.

— S cbexaia, — OTXJICOHYB TOPSYUTEIBHOTO HAMUTKA, coobnmia Beponnka. — BoT u Bcst uctopusi.

— Kak 310 Bcs? — Bo3myrunack noapyra. — Ilouemy ThI cOexana? Ot koro? M, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, TJI€ ThI Halwia
TAaKOTO KJIACCHOTO MY>KHKa?
— D10 Cepreit, — paccmesumiach Beponnka. — OnH pabortaeT cagoBHukoM y CBeTnansl ['eopruesnbl. U, kcraru, on

xonocT. Tak 4To y Te6s1 ecTh Bce MaHCHl MPUOPATh €ro K pyKam.

— VBBI, MHE 3TO He Tpo3uT. OH MOJIOKKII I71a3 Ha TEOsI.

— C yero ThI B31a? — yauBuiIach BepoHuka.

— ¥k noBepb MHE. S B TOM 3HAIO TOJIK.

Cnoputs ¢ Upkoii cebe nopoxe. Kpome Toro oHa AEMCTBUTENEHO YyBCTBOBAIA TAKKE BEIM MOJOOHO paaapy U KpaliHe
penko ommbanace.

He >xenas 3aocTpsiTh BHUMaHUE Ha CKOJIb3KOM TeMe, BepoHuka OTBIEKJIa MOAPYTY: MOBeAaia O MPUUYMHAX CBOETO
nobera U3 JoMa CBEKpPOBH, a MOCIIE 3asiBUJIA!

— 1 monio3peBalo, UTO HUKAKUX CAaMOYOUICTB HE ObLIO.

— Bot kak, — Hpa maxmypunack. — JlyMaelib, BceX TpOUX yOuau?

C nepBoro aust BepoHuka nokiaasiBaia o Xoje pacciueaoBanus Mpune, Tak 4To Ta ObUIa B Kypce BCEX COOBITHH.

— Iloxoxe Ha To, — KuBHYJa BepoHuka.

— U ko xe?

— Mmue kaxertcs, youiina M3onpna KapnoBra, — mienmoTom mpusHanach Beponuka. — Y Hee ObUT JTIOOOBHUK, O1
KOTOpPOTO OHAa POJIIIa ChiHA. UTO eclii MyXK, y3HaB 00 3ToM, cobupacs Opocuts ee? UeM He MOTHUB sl youiicTa?

— Jonyctum, — comacunack Mpka, HanuBas BTOPYIO MOPIUIO Yasi ¢ KOHBSIKOM, YTO OBUIO PEKOPIOM JUISL HUX
nocujenok. — Ho kak oHa nmoBecuiia ero Ha aepeBe? [is 3Toro HyHa HeJlI0Kas CUIIA.

— Moxert, y Hee ObIT COOOIHUK. TOT caMblii JIIOOOBHHK.

— A kak Hac4yeT cbiHa U BHyKa? VX oHa, mo-TBOEMYy, TOXE NPUKOHYMIIA?

— B aTom 5 He yBepeHa, — npusHaiack Beponuka. — S Hanwia nucbMa 1r000BHHIE JIeononbaa. Ecimu Beputh um, oH
XOTEJl Pa3BECTUCH C JKEHOU U Tiepeexarh K JIIo00BHUIE. MOKeT, MaTh HE IPOCTUIIA eMY MpeaaTesbcTBa?

— Omna y Te0s mpsAMO 3alMTHUK CEMEWHBIX OTHOIICHHH, XOTs caMa He 0e3 rpemka. Myx cobupaicst ee OpocuTh —
noBecwuia. ChIH HAMEPUBAJICS YUTHU OT JKeHBI — 3acTpenia. OqHa HECTBIKOBOUKA ToNydaeTcs: bopuc He ObuT xkeHar. 3a 4To
C HUM TaK XKeCTOKO?

— 3ps upoHH3UpYyelb, — oduaenach Beponuka. — Y M3onpael KapiioBHBI TOUHO HE BCe B OpsIKE C rojoBoi. OHe
MpeICMEPTHBIE 3aMCKU MY)Ka U ChIHA XpaHUT Ha TyMOe BO3Jie KPOBaTH.

— DTO He A0Ka3bIBaeT, YTO OHA YOUHIIA.

— Xopomo, — conmacuinack Beponuka. — Ilycth oHa HeBMHOBHA. MHe yxe Bce paBHO. Sl He coOuparoch Tyaa
BO3BpALIATHCS.

— bpocumb paccnenoBanue? — noackouusia Ha mecte Mpka. — Korma Twi Tak 61m3Kka K pasraake?

— K kakoii pasragke? Huuero HoBoro st He BbsIcHWIA. Tonmuych Ha ogHOM MecTe. K ToMy ke 3T0 He Moe A€eTo0.

— A kak xxe Muta? — Hpa kauHyna rojoBoil B CTOPOHY CIIaJIbHU.

— Bpanu ot 3TOro mpokiIsATOro JoMa oH B 0e30nmacHOCTH. S ounuanbHo 3asBIsII0 00 OKOHYAHUU PACCIICIOBAHMSL.

Beponuka noansuia KpyxKy, cioBHO 0okai. [logpyru YOKHYIMCh ¥ TOTTUAJIN Yai.

— Kak cunraenb, KOHBSIK MOXKET UCTIOPTUTHC? — MpKa ¢ 3ayMYHUBBIM BHIOM ITOCMOTpENa Ha OYTBUIKY.

— ITo-moemy, OH cO BpeMeHEM CTaHOBHUTCS TOJIBKO JIydllle, — HEYBEPEHHO OTBeTHIIa BepoHuxka.

— A BOT s TJe-TO YMTaja, OyATO KOHBSK HEINb3sl JOJITO XPAaHUTh OTKPBITBIM. A 3TO, MEXAYy MPOYUM, «XEHHECH».



Henb3s nonycTuTh, 4TOOBI OH UCIIOPTHUIICS.

C stumu cnoBamu Mpa OoTOABUHYNA YAIlIKU B CTOPOHY, AOCTaja C MOJKH OOKalbl U pas3iinjia B HUX YUCTBHIA KOHBSK.
OcraBulyrocs 4yacTh HOYM WJIM BEpHee cKa3arb yrpa BepoHuka momHuia cMyTHo. Jlo 3TOro AHs oHa He ymoTpeousia
KpEIKUX CIIUPTHBIX HATUTKOB B YUCTOM BuJe. Bonky u Ty He nmpoboBaia. MakcuMyM Ha 4TO OHa ObLIa CIIOCOOHA: BBIUTH
c1a00aIKOTOJIBHBIN KOKTEHIb. [loaTOMY OnbsiHEIa OHA OBICTPO, a OyAY4H MBIHOHN yCHYIIA.

Ounynacs Beponuka Ha nuBane. OHa nexana Ha KUBOTE, MPUKpPbITas cBepxy muieaoM. [lox mexkol nekopaTruBHAs
MOJIylIKa C BBIIIMTHIM KOTOM. [lles1, BBIBEpHYTas MOJ HEECTECTBEHHBIM YITIOM, 3aTeKya. BepoHuka, yrepes J1aJJOHU B IUBaH,
c TpynoM cena. ['ooBa HamOMUHAJA IMYCTYIO KaCTPIOJIO, B KOTOPYIO OpOCHITH KecTsHYIo moBapenky. OHa 6osiranacs TaM u
IpOMBIXaa.

Cyns mo TeHsSM Ha CTEHE, COJHIE JaBHO BcTano. C KyXHM JOHOCHUJIMCH I'0JIOCA BIEPEMELIKY C 3aJ0PHBIM JIETCKUM
cmexoM. Beponnka mobuna cMex cbiHa, € HpaBHJIOCh, KOTJIa OH BECEJIUTCS, HO TOJBbKO He cerofHs. B 3To yrpo cmex
JIENCTBOBAJI HA HEE, KaK CKPEXKET MeTajula o cTekily. BHyTpu Bce coaporanoch Ipu €ro 3BYyKe.

Koe-kak ona momgusutach Ha Hord. [ToTpeGoBanoch mapa MUHYT, 4YTOOBI BCIOMHUTD, KaK CTOSITh poBHO. [lomarkiBasce,
Beponuka nobOpena Ha KyXHIO.

— JloGpoe yTpo, coHst, — mornpuBeTcTBOBaNIa ee Mpka.

Bor kto Obu1 Gomp! Ha moapyre mpempaccBeTHBIE BO3JIHMSHUS HUKAK HE CKa3alWCh, CIIOBHO BepoHmka muia B
OJIMHOYKY, a Mpka MupHO cnana B 3TO BpeMsl.

Murts caenan BuI, 4TO He 3aMeTuia ee. OH XMYpHJICS U BCSIUECKU JAEMOHCTpUpoBai oduay. B npyroit nens Beponuka
HEMpeMeHHO Opocuiach Obl MUPHUTHCS C CHIHOM, HO HBIHYE OHa JakKe C 3€MHBIM MNPUTHKEHHEM HE MOIa HallaJUuTh
OTHOLICHUS.

Onwu no3aBtpakanu. Enu B ochoBHoM Hpa u Murts, Beponnka orpannuuninacek kode. ToT HEeMHOTO €€ B30OIpHII, U OHA
pelmia pacnakoBaTh YeMOJJAHBI.

— JlaBaii, nomory, — npeanoxuna Upa.

BaBoeM oHHM mepeHecTu YeMONIaHbl B CHANBHIO M MEPBBIM JeJIOM pa3oOpanu Mutunbl Benm. CkiansiBas pyOariku
ChIHA B SIIMK KOMOJ1a, BepoHuka nosxaioBanace:

— CbIH MEeHS HEHaBU/IUT.

— He roBopu epynel. OH TeOs1 000KaeT.

— IlouemMy ke OH HE pa3roBapuBaeT CO MHOM?

— Ha stoT Bompoc st He Mory oTBeTUTh. OTKyJ]a MHE 3HaTh, YETO Bbl TaM HE MOJEIUIN?

— DTO0 BCE CBEKPOBb, — C HECBOWCTBEHHOM JUIs ce0s 3710CThIO cka3ana Beponuka. — Ona HacTpousia MUTIO POTHUE
MeHs. CHavyasia myCTHIJIa B XO[ MUTPYIIKH, IOTOM HaroBOpWJa €My Ipo MeHs ragocTed. 1 BOT OH yke He XOueT ye3Karb U3
noMa. A MHe uTo ObuT0 JenaTh? OcTaThCsl TaM U CMOTPETh, KaKk OHa 3a0upaeT y MeHsl ChiHa?

— Tsl mocTynuia nmpaBuiibHO, — moazepkana Mpa. — Muthka emme coBcem pebenok. Jlai emy Bpems. Ckopo 3a0yzeT,
KTO Takas 0abymika CeeTa.

— Ort4ero s TOT/1a YyBCTBYIO C€0s1 MOHCTPOM? — TTOMHTEpPECOBajIach OHa.

— Ot TOrO0, 4TO 0OJIBHO COBECTINBAS.

Beponuka nepenuia k cBoeMy uemonany. IlepBbiM, 4To OHa yBHUeNa, OTKPBIB €r0, ObUIO TO caMo€ IUIaThe, B KOTOPOM
OHa XO/MJIa Ha TocleaHee ceuanue ¢ Bomoaeii. Onun ero BUI mpoOyIui B HEH SpOCTb.

— Teprnets HE MOTY! — OHa cXBaTHJIa HU B YEM HEIIOBUHHOE IUIATHE M OTIIBBIPHYJA €0 MPOYb.

— 010 oHO? — Hpa nojaHs1a HapA ¢ ToJIa.

ITon xoHBsIK BepoHuka moBeaana moapyre UCTOpUio ¢ mosmieickuM. OHa CTaHOBUJIACh KpaitHe OOJTIMBOM JaKe OT
MaJIOW 103bI CIIUPTHOTO.

— Kak oH mor MeHst 0OMaHyTh? — HerojoBana Beponuka.

— Jla B uem oOMaH-TO?

— Kak 710 B uem? [louemy He ckazai, 4To OH MIeMsHHUK CBeTianbl [ 'eoprueBHbI?

— Hy, Th1 maenm, — ycmexHynach Mpka. — Tebe MyKuK NpH 3HAKOMCTBE JOJDKEH Cpa3y BCIO POIOCIOBHYIO
BBUIOKUTH?
— Her, — BepoHuka noxkadajia ToJIOBOM, — HO OJTOT CJIydald HUCKJIIOUUTENBHBIA. S emMy Bce yllM CBOMMH

MOAO3PCHISIME TIPOXKYXOKana. A OH XOTh Obl HAMEKHYI, YTO TOXE MPUYACTeH K Aeny. Tak HeT jKe, TOJIBKO TBEPIIHII:
Caernana ['eoprueBHa HU B YeM HEBHHOBaTa, OHAa Takas Muias. Teneppb s MOHMMAr0, OTYETO OH ATO TOBOpUI. Bapyr oH u
MEHs Ha CBUJIAHHE MTPHUTIIACHII JIUIIH OBl OBITH B KYPCE MOETO pacCiie/IOBaHUs?

— 3a0ynp, — mocoBeToBana noapyra. — Eciu 9T0 ipaBna, To oH Te0s HE TOCTOUH.

— Tebe nerko roBopuTh. A s ycTaja ’KaaTh MPUHIIA.

— 3HauuT, NpHIUIa 10pa CHYCTHThCA C HEOEC M MOIBICKaTh KOro-HUOYAb MmockpomHee. IIpuHIBI OHU Takue: (ur
JIOMICTITBCSL.

Hpka kak Bcerga Obuta npaBa. Ho Beponuka He mist ceds BeiOuMpaer. Xouercs, yToObl y Mutu 611 xoponmii oren. C



JPYroil CTOPOHBI, €CJIM JIOJTO C 3TUM TSHYTh, TO OH BOOOIIE BhIpacTeT 6e3 oTua. CeMb JIET MposIeTeNu KaK OJUH JCHb.

— UYro »T0? — Bonpoc Mpku BepHya BepoHuKy B peanbHOCTb.

[lonpyra yka3spiBasia Ha MUCbMa, EPETAHYTHIE TECEMKOM. BepoHuKa B3s1a CTONKY M IOBEPTEIIA B pyKax.

— Ilepenucka Jleononbaa ¢ moboBHuIeH. TouHee 31ech TONbKO ee muchbMa. Ero, HaBepHOE, XpaHATCS Y )KeHIMHBL. S
cobupasack BIIOMbIXaX M CIIy4aifHO 3aXBaTHUJIa UX C COOOM.

— A eme THl Takke CIy4ailHO MpUXBaTUJIA MPEICMEpPTHBIE 3amucku, — Mpka moTpsicia y Hee mepel HOCOM
MPO3PAYHON MAMKOM.

— Oi1, — paccrpounack Beponnka. — S obemana M3onbae KapnosHe, 4T0 HempeMeHHO UX BEpHY.

— 910 cynpba, — 00bsABUIIA TTOAPYTA.

— Kakas eme cynp0a? — He nonsiia Beponuka.

— Cynpba Tebe pazoOparbcsi B 3TOM Jene. Thl BCIO KOPPECHOHACHIIUIO ¢ COOOW yTammia. 3HAYUT, B IYOWHE JyIIH
XOuellb MPOSICHUTH BCE /10 KOHIIA.

— Tak rmy0oxo k cebe B Aylly 5 He 3ariisblBana, — IpoBopyasia Beponuxka.

— Tak caenaii 3To. YOexmeHa, Te0s TaM KIET MHOIO JIFOOOIIBITHOTO.

3aragouyHo moaMUTrHYB, Mpka ocraBuia ee, mopa3MblIUIsATh HaJ ckazaHHbIM. U BepoHuka pasmbiisana. B mepsyro
odepelb Hall TeM, YTO Jenarb ¢ OymaraMu. MoXHO CKeub MX U OCBOOOIUTHCS OT BocnoMuHaHuii o CeBepunbix. Hu ona, Hu
Muts HUKOrIa He ObUIN YacThIO 3TOH CEMBHU.

HagepHoe, Tak Obl OHa M moctynuia, eciau Obl He qaHHoe M3onpae Kapiosue cioBo. Jlaxke TOT (pakT, YTO CTapyllKe
BO3MOJKHO W €CTh TAMHCTBEHHBIN yOuiilla, He MoBIusT Ha Beponuky. OHa oberana.

B nercxoM mome ObUTO OHO HE3BIOIEMOE MPABUIIO: KOJIM YXK Jall CJIOBO, IEPKHU €ro. Xyxke JOHOCYHKOB OBbUIN TOJIBKO
nycrobpexu. Ho mpexae yeM BepHYTHh 3allMCKH, HEIIOXO Obl pa3o0parbcs AEWCTBUTENBHO JIM UX aBTOPbl APHONBI U
Jleomonpa, a eme HaiiTH M0OOBHUITY Jleonmonbaa.

Beponuka yxe B KOTOpbIN pa3 nepeuntana ee agpec. OHa xxuia B cronuile. [lo kpaitHeir mepe, B To BpeMsi. Ecnu Upke
He oumbIach U 3TO, B CaMOM Jielie, cyip0a, To MapuHa He nepeexana.

I'naBa 15

BepoHuka cujena Ha JaBOYKE BO3JE MOABE3/Ia CEMHUAITAXHOTO oMa. Eciu BepuTh aapecy OTIIpaBUTEINA HA KOHBEPTE,
Mapuna — naccus Jleononpaa — npoxxusaet 37ech. CTOIMYHYIO KBApTUPY HE TaK 4acTO MEHSIOT. Llesible MOKOIEHUS )KUBYT
Y YMHPAIOT B OJHUX U TEX )K€ CTeHaX. BepoHuka Hazaesuiach, 4T0 MapuHa BepHa TPAJAULMUAM U HE MPOMEHSIIA CTOJIUYHYIO
IIPOINHUCKY Ha JIOMUK B JIEPEBHE.

Yacom panee BepoHuka nocrydana B IBEpb, HO €i HE OTKpbUIK. Yachl MOKa3bIBalu MOJOBUHY ceapMoro Beuepa. Krc
ObI HU JKWJI B KBAPTUPE HOMED JEBSITh, OH CKOPO BepHETCs ¢ paboThl. BepoHuka nana cede CiI0BO, YTO MOAOKIET 10 JIEBITH
U, €ClId HUKTO He SIBUTCS, OCTaBUT 3Ty 3areio pa3 M HaBcerna. Mpa ckaszama: 3to cyap6a. B Takom ciyyae el JOKHO
IIOBE3TH, U OHA HENIPEMEHHO BCTPETUTCS € 3arafjlodYHON *KeHIMHOMN. MIHaue npoaoikaTh pacciieJOBaHUsI HET CMBICIIA.

MuHyTHast CTpesKa COBEPINHIIA TTOJTHBI 000poT mo nudepodnary, 1 Beponuka norepsiia Bepy B ycrnex. OHa ycrana u
3aMep3ia — BeCEHHUI Beuep ObLI Ha yIUBICHUE MPOXJIAaTHBIM. BepoHHKa, S5KOHOMS TEIUIO, COpsATaia 03g0Ime JaJ0Hu B
pykaBa kypTku. HaBepHoe, oHa nponyctuiia Mapuny. 3a CTOJIBKO JIET Ta MOIJIa U3MEHHUTHCS 10 HEY3HABAEMOCTH. TpyaHO
OIIO3HATh YeJIOBEKa 10 cTapoi poTorpaduu.

Beponuka mar"yina K moabe3ly, 4TOObI elle pa3 MO3BOHUTH B KBapTHUPY HOMEp MAEBSITh, KOIIa 3aMETHIIa Cpelau
IIPOXOKUX HEBBICOKYIO KEHIIMHY B TBUAOBOM NansTo. CBET/IBIE BOJOCH HE3HAKOMKA 3auecaja B TYroil XBocT. BecHymku
SPKUMHU TIATHAMU BBIIEISUTHCH Ha OyienHol Koke. « CoHeYHBIe TIOIEIyn», — C YIBIOKOW moaymana Beponuka. braromaps
UM OHa IPH3HAJIA B MIECTUICCATUIICTHEH JKEHIIMHE JIEBYIIKY ¢ ¢ororpaduu. HekoTopble Bemm OCTarOTCs HEU3MEHHBIMHU.
Hanx Humu He BnacteH Bo3pacT. [IoMHUMO BECHYIIEK K NMOCTOSIHHBIM OTHOCHJIOCH BBIPDAXKEHHUE INIA3 )KEHUMHBL. X MATKUN
B3IJISA/] BBIaBaJl 100pOCcepIeUHbIiA HPaB XO3SIMKH.

XKennmna mopaBHsIack ¢ BepoHukoii, paccesHO el yIbIOHYIach, KaK yibplOaiach, HABEPHOE, HE OTHOMY JCCATKY
JIOZIeH 3a JIeHb, U MoIUIa K moabke3ay. BeiOpaHHoe ero HanpaBieHne OKOHYaTenbHo yoeamno Beponuky: nepex neit Mapuna
— nocaeansist o608k Jleononbaa.

— 3apaBcTByliTe. MOKHO ¢ BaMU IOTOBOPUTH? — CKa3aja €l B ciuHy BepoHuka.

XKenumna obepHynach, IisHyIa HenmoHuMaroie. Ho kpoMe HUX JBOMX Ha JOPOXKKE K MOIBE3AY HUKOTO HE ObLIO.

— Bac Benp 30ByT Mapuna? — cnpocuiia Beponuxka.

— BepHo, — kuBHYna OJ0HAMHKA. — A BBl COOCTBEHHO KTO?

Beponuka 3amsnace. Kak KOpOTKO U ICHO 0OBSICHUTB, KTO OHa U yero xoueT? CTOUT iU cpa3y Ha3BaTh UM Jleononbaa
uiaM, ObITh MOXET, MapuHa ycnena o HeM 3a0bITh? UTO eciu y Hee ceMbsi U BOCIIOMMHAHUSI OKa)KyTCsl HENPUATHBIMU?
BepoHnuka ykpaakoit mocMoTpernna Ha Oe3bIMSIHHBIHN masnel] skeHIHbL. OOpydanbHOe KOJIBIO OTCYTCTBOBa0. He OblI0 BUAHO
u caena ot Hero. OmoOpeHHas 3TUM (HaKTOM, U OHA CKa3aja:

— Moe umst Beponuka. MHe Ha/io ¢ BAMU IOTOBOPUTH 00 OJTHOM JJaBHEM COOBITUU. [[71s1 MEHS 3TO OYEHB BaXKHO.



— Orkyna Bbl MeHs 3HaeTe? — Ha JIMLE )KEHIIMHBI OTPA3UIIOCh HEJOBEPHUE.

— Sl nmpouna Baum nucbMa, — BepoHuKa 1ocTana U3 CyMOUYKHU CTOIKY ITUCEM M NPOTsAHYJIAa ux Mapuse.

Ta B3sna UX OCTOPOXKHO, TOUHO OHM HAYMHEHBI CHUOMPCKOW $3BOI, pa3BepHYJa MEpBOE IMOMaBIIeecs U TOPHKO
YCMEXHYJACh.

— 5 aymana, uX 1aBHO YHHUYTOXUJIU.

— OHU 4YyIOM cOXpaHWIKCh. MyXuHMHa, KOTOPOMY Bbl UX OTCBUIAIM, HaJEKHO cupsTan ux. [luceMa mpoiexanu B
TalHUKE BCE HTU I'OJIbl, ITOKA sI X HE HalUIa.

— Tpuanare 1eT, — ycMellka MpeBpaTHiIach B EYAIBHYIO YIBIOKY. — 3aueM BOPOIIMTH MPONLIoe?

— U3-3a moero ceiHa. S 6010Ch, EMY yrpo)KaeT OMacHOCTb.

MapurHa OKHHYIa €€ B3IJISI0M, OIISIHYJIACh Ha JIBEPb B MOABE3/, a IOTOM CIIpOCHIIA:

— Bbl mro0OuTe 3enenblii yaii?

Tak BepoHuka ObUta mpuIiameHa B rocTd K Jro0oBHULIE MuTtuHoro neaymku. Keaprupa y Hee OblUia MaJeHbKOM —
BCEro 0JIHa KOMHaTa, HanoOMHUBIIAs BepoHuke cOOCTBEHHBIE YCIOBUS TPOKUBAHUS.

Crousno nomnacte BHYTPb, KaK BOIIPOC O cocTaBe MapuHUHOM ceMbu OTHai caM coboil. XKenmnmna xuna ongHa. bornee
TOTO: €€ OIMHOYECTBO JJIUJIOCH HU OJUH JAECIATOK JIeT. 3a4acTylo JIIOAM XpaHSAT Ha BUIHBIX MecTax (oTtorpaduu
POICTBEHHHKOB M JIETeH, HO 3/1eCh UX He ObU10. HU equHoi pamku ¢ (oTo miam Apyroro Hameka, 4To 3/1eCh HHOTJA KTO-TO
ObIBaeT KpoMe x03siKu. VcKkimoueHrne cocTaBisul pebkuid KOT. Cyzsl 1o TTOBaJKaM: MOJTHOIICHHBIN, a MOXKET CTaThCs Ja)e
TJIABHBINA WieH ceMbr. OH pa3BaIMIICS TOCEpEHE UBAaHA U CIlall. BMECTo TOro 4ToOBI COTHATH HArJIOE JKMUBOTHOE, MapuHa
MPEI0KUIIA IPOUTH HA KYXHIO.

Tam oHa, Kak W obemana, 3aBapuia apoMaTHbIN 3eneHbll 4yail. [loka oH HactamuBaics, BepoHuka pacckasaia CBOIO
UCTOPHUIO, HAYMHAA C TIOJyYeHHS] HEHaBUCTHOTO HACIEACTBA U JI0 odera u3-moj oneku Cpetyanbl ['eoprueBHbl.

— Bce 310 oueHb neuvanbHO, — ckazana Mapuna. — Ho yero Bbl xotute oT MeHs? S Obuta 3HaKoMma juib ¢ Jleo. Erc
KEHy 1 MaTh s He 3Haja. O00 MHE OHU TOXXE HE clblmand. A korma JIeo ymep, Mosi CBSI3b ¢ UX CEMBEH MpepBajach pa3 u
HaBCeT /.

— Ho pa3Be Bbl HE TIITAHUPOBAIM KUTh BMecTe? BOT 31ech B muchMe, — BepoHMKa MopbUlach B CTONKE U BBIYIUJIA U3
HEee JIMCTOK, — BBl UIIUTE O COBMECTHBIX IJIaHAX.

— Tak u ecTb, — KUBHYIa MapuHa, pa3znuBasi U3yMpPYIHbIA Yail. — MbI MIIaHUPOBAJIM, HO TUM ILJIAaHAM HE CYXJIEHO
Ob110 cOBITHCS. JIeo ymep, a BMecTe ¢ HUM IMOTHOIN MOH HAIekKIbl Ha cUacThe. S Tak U He BBIIUIA 3aMYX, HE POJHIIA JeTeH.
[Iposknia BCIO )KM3Hb OJJHA B OKHUJIAHUH, YTO €0 CMEPTh — AYPHOU COH, 51 BOT-BOT IIPOCHYCh, U OH BEPHETCS KO MHE.

Beponuka mpuryomna gaii. OHa TaHyna Bpems, 4TOOBI COBIaAaTh ¢ AMOIUSAMU. [IpoxaaTe BCIO KHU3HB TO, YErO
HUKOTJIa HE OyAeT — Xy)Ke CyIbObI HE TIPUyMaeIllb.

— BuI ckazamu, yto CBernana ['eoprueBHe He 3Hana 0 Bac, — BO300HOBHIIA pa3roBop Beponmka. — Jleomonba He
cobuparcs pa3BoAUTHCA?

— Kak pa3 nHao6opot. OH X0Ten paccTarbcsi € )KEHOU. Y HUX JAaBHO HE CKIIAJbIBATINCH OTHOMmEeHHs. C BO3pacToM OHa
MpeBpaTUiiach B HacToAllyo0 Merepy. Ho mpexe uem yiitu ot Hee, Jleo noymkeH ObUT ynaauTh Aena.

— Yro 32 nena?

— OH mIaHupOBaJl OCTaBUTH MOCT AupekTopa (adbpuku. Jns storo TpedoBagoch Bpemsa. A eme Jleo roBopui, 9TC
JIOJKEH T03a00TUTHCS O JICHbIax, YTOOBI HaM OBLTO HA YTO XKUTh, — MOsSCHUIIA MapuHa.

Beponuka Bcniomuuna: M3onpaa KapinoBHa paccka3biBaiia 0 TOM, UTO €€ ChIH yIieln ¢ (haOpuKu, HO O A€Hbrax HU CJIOBa.
HuTtepecHo, uTo oH caenan ¢ HuMu? OHa cipocuiia 00 3ToM y MapHuHbL.

— Jleo He xenman nenuThes ¢ KeHoM neHbraMu. OH BCepbe3 omacaics, YTO MpPH pa3Bole OHA OTHUMET y HETO BCE.
[ToaTOMy OH HaMepHuBaJICs CIPSTAaTh OT Hee 3apaboTaHHOE 3a JA0oNTHE roAbl. I He pa3 TOBOpHUiA €My, YTO JJIsi MEHS JCHBIU
HEBaXXHbI, HO OH CTOsUT Ha cBoeM. ChIHa OH ObI OAJIEPKUBAJI, HO XKeEHY..., — MapuHa nomeanuia, a MOTOM MOSICHIIIA: —
onu He mamuin. [lo-moeMy, OH XoTen 3a0parh ACHBIH, YTOOBI HacoMuTh eii. OH U meperoBopsl 00 yxone ¢ (Gabpuku Ben
BTalfHE OT HeEe.

— OH Bce Xe yIen oTTyaa, — 3aMeTusa Beponuka.

— MBI He ycrmenu 3TO ¢ HUM OOCyIUTh, — CyXO OTBeTmsIa Mapuna. — He3zamonro 1o cBoeil cMEpTH OH CKasall MHE,
410 B OMmKaiiiiee BpeMs OTKPOET KEHE MPaBIy O HAC — 3TO BCE, YTO MHE U3BECTHO. boubie muckMa He mpuxoauin. S Opina
cama He cBos. [loexana B ropos, /i€ OH KHUJI U TaM BBIICHUJIA, 9TO JI€o MOKOHYHII ¢ COOOM.

— Br1 B 310 Bepute?

— 1 Bam Tak ckaxy, — 3asBuia Mapuna, — y Jleo He ObUIO MPUYWH IJIs1 camoyOmiicTBa. UTO TaM CIIydusIOCh JTs
MEHS 10 CUX IOp 3arajaka. Ero »keHa MeHs JaXke Ha MOpor He MycTuia. B TOT JeHb Mbl BUAEIUCH C HEW B MEPBBIA M
MOCJICTHUH pa3.

— W BBI He ciplmany o THOenu ero chiHa? — Joraganachk Beponuka.

— 4l He cnexy 3a cyapO0i ero poaCTBEHHUKOB. J[J1s1 MeHs 3To uyxue irond. [Topo HaBemaro moruiy JIleo, HO ATUM
BCE U OIPaHUYUBACTCSI.



— bopuc mokonum ¢ coboi. [IpeIrHyn mos Koseca moesa.

— Xanp, — mokayasna rojoBoi xo3siika KBapTUpbl. — Jleo 1r00ui chiHa.

Beponuka He modyBcTBOBaIa B rojloce KEHIMHBI ckopOu. Ta Bce BocipuHUMalIa yepe3 Ipu3My CUMIAaTUi Moruomero
BO3JIIOOJICHHOTO, €€ COOCTBEHHBIE YMOLIUU TPUTYITUIIHUCD.

— Kak BBI gymaeTre, — ¢ 3aMHUpaHHUeM cepjlia MonHTepecoBaiach Beponnka, — Jleononbaa Morim youts?

— He TonpKO MOIIHM, HO M YOWnIHM, — C kapoM oTBeTwja MapuHa. beuio BuaHO: 3Ta Tema el O6muska. TpyaHo
MPEICTaBUTh, CKOJIBKO OECCOHHBIX HOUEH OHa MpoBesia, pa3MbILUIAsS HaJ MpUYMHAMU THOenu T000BHUKA. — J(eHbIU Tak u
HE HaluM, a cymMmMa ObUta mpuinuHas. Kakas TouHo, s HE B Kypce, HO Jleo 4acTo MOBTOpsUI, YTO MBI OyIeM >KUTh Kak
KOpOJIH, U YTO JICHET HaM XBaTUT Ha JOJITHE TOBL

BepoHuka Hacynuiack. Y Hee NOSBUIICSA BTOPOU IOA03peBaeMblid. Eciu yTpoM OHa xymaiia, 4To BceMy BUHOW M30ibe
KaprnoBHa u ee moMemarenbCTBO IMOCIE CMEPTH MyKa, TO Teleph Henb3sl Obuio cOpachiBarh co cueToB U CBeTiaHy
['eoprueBHy. MIMeHHO oOHa mosydana HauOoNbIIyI0 BbIroAy OT cmeptu Jleomombma. Omna Oema: CBEKpOBb C €€
pa3BAIMBAIOLMMCS IOMOM Majo IOXOIWJIa Ha YEeJIOBEKa, 3aBIAJEBIIErO OFPOMHBIM COCTOsIHMEM. M Kkyaa B 3Ty cxemy
BIIMCaTh cMepTh bopuca?

Beponuka Belpa3uia COMHEHUS BCITyX:

— S yBepena, yto y CBernansl ['eoprueBnsl aener HeT. OHa XUBET 3a cueT HeOoNbINON peHTHL. [7e, mo-Bamemy,
Jleonosib1 MOT XpaHUTh TaKyI0 CyMMY?

— banky on Obl He HOBepuIics, — Mpou3Heciaa Mapuna. — Bennka onacHOCTB, UTO JkeHa oTpeOoBasa Obl pa3aeIuTE
cuet. Jla ¥ mocse ero CMepPTH O CTOJIb KPYITHOM BKJIAJIE Cpasy e U3BECTUIU Obl CEMbIO.

— Bepno, — kuBHyna Beponuka. — Beixogut, oH ux rae-to cnpsaran. M copstan HanaeKHO, pa3 UX JO CUX IIOpP HE
HaIUIX.

— 51 Ob1 Ha BameM MecTe 3a0bUTa O JIEHbIaX, — IOCOBETOBANA KeHIIMHA. — HaMm ¢ Jleo oHU cYacThsi He IPUHECIIH.
€ro jkeHe Toxe. Bpsg mu Bam oT HUX OyzAeT pajocTh.

— Jla He HyXHBI MHe cOepexenus Baiero Jleo, — momopunuiack Beponuka. — S xo4y MOHSTH, KTO €ro yOusI u 3a
4TO, €CJIM BOOOIIE B €r0 CMEPTH KTO-TO BUHOBEH KpoMe Hero camoro. Bo Bcex (puiibMax mpo CHIIIMKOB TOBOPSAT: HalJelb
MOTHB, IOWMeIIb KTO youiina. I[lo-moeMy, 1eHbI'Y OTIUYHBIA MOTHB.

— A 4r1o TyT noHnMars? — MapwuHa noxana miaedamu. Cyas 1o Bcemy, I Hee 3TOT BOIpoc ObUT JaBHO perieH. — S
Bcerna 3Haiua, yto Jleo 3actpenmiia skeHa. OH el cooOImII 0 TOM, YTO YXOIUT M 3a0MpaeT Bce Haxkutoe. Pa3Be oHa moria
3TO AOMYCTUTH? A Beb s €r0 Mpeaynpexaana: Oyab OCTPOKEH C 3TOU JKCHIIMHOM.

— V¥ Bac ecTh 10Ka3aTenbcTBa’?

— OTtKyna uMm B3SThCS?

— 3HA4UT, 3TO NPOCTO MPEATIOTOKEHUS.

— D10 mecToe 4yBcTBO! — MapuHa mojpxana ryosl.

— A Kkax xe npeacmeprtHas 3anucka? Ecnu Jleononbaa younu, KTo ee Hanmucan?

— Touno He oH. ['0BOprO Bam, y HEro He OBUIO MPUYUH I caMOyOWiicTBAa. MBI OBUIM CUYACTIWBBI, COOMpaIUCh
MOKEHUTHCS U yeXaTh B cBajieOHOe myreniecTBre. Ho 3Ta Merepa crenana Bce, 4TOOBI OH HE YIIeN OT Hee. A KOrja 3TOro
OKa3ajoch Majo, oHa mpucTpemmwia ero. OmHoMmMy s panma: coepexxenus Jleo et He gocramuch. EcTh eme B mupe
CIIPAaBEUIMBOCTb.
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OO6menue ¢ moboBHMIIEH Jleonmonpaa HUYETO HE MPOSICHUIIO, a JIMIIb CUJIbHEE Bce 3amyraio. K ToMy ke mpHIuiock
OoTJarh nucbMa. MaprHa HacTauBalia, YTO OHU MPUHAMJIEKAT €11, TAK KaK HAIMCaHbl €€ pyKoi. BepoHuka He Hanwiack, 4To
BO3pa3UTh, U JINIIMJIACH TUCEM.

Tax 4KclI0o MOA03pEBAEMBIX C OJHOTO YBEIUYMIOCH A0 AByX. M, KOHEUHO, Helb3s 3a0bIBaTh O MPOKIATUU. UTOOBI He
rOBOPHJI OATIONIKA, TOPOH OHO BBHIMJIAEIO 00JIee YeM pealbHo.

VY BepoHuku ocTanach MOCIETHSS HaAEkKJa MPOJUTH CBET HA CTpaHHBbIE COOBITUSA B CEMbE: OTJAAaTh Ha DKCIEPTHURY
IIpEICMEPTHBIE 3alIUCKU. Eciin sKcnepTU3a HUYEro He MOKaXET, TO OHA MOMNAJET B 3aTPyIHUTEIBHOE MOJ0XKeH e, B Tynuk,
M3 KOTOPOro HeT Bbixofa. OHa pemnmia He OTKJIAbIBaTh SKCIEPTU3Y B JOJITUHM SIMK U 3aHATHCS 3TUM BOIPOCOM 3aBTpa C
yrpa.

MuTts mo-npekHeMY ¢ Heil He pa3roBapuBaj, U y Beponuku Obi1a Macca cBoOOmHOTO BpeMeHH. OHa mOTpaTuia ero Ha
TO, 4TOOBI HANTH JTabOpaToOpuIo, TIE MO MPUEMIIEMON IIeHEe U TJIaBHOE ObICTPO OBLIM TOTOBBI M3YYUTh MOJYEPK 3AIUCOK U
CPaBHUTH UX C 0Opa3IaMH.

Jenbru ona 3ansiia y Mpel. Omsare. [lorom HE omuH Mecsn Oyner pa®otars Ha Ioird. BepoHuka moroBopuiach ¢
MONIPYroM, YTO Ha CIEAyIoIIeH Henmene BBIAJAET Ha paboTy W mepedepercs ¢ chiHOM gomoi. [lopa Bo3Bpamarbes K
IIPUBBIYHON KU3HU.

Y TpoM OHa MepBbIM JI€JI0M OTIIpaBHIIACh 110 HalIECHHOMY B MHTEpHETE ajjpecy. YnoOHee Bcero Tyaa ObU1o 100uparbes
Ha MeTpo. BepoHuka BriepBble CIycTUIach B MOA3EMKY € TE€X MOp, Kak y3Haia o rudenu bopuca. OHa aepkanach mojaiblie



OT Kpast mnaTdopMbl, OyATO CTOUT B3TJISTHYTh BHU3 Ha PEJIbCHI U YBUUIIL OKPOBABIEHHOE TEJIO OBIBILIETO BO3IIOOIEHHOTO.
ToJIBKO MOKHMHYB METPO, OHA CHOBA 3a/IbIILIAJIA ITOJIHOU IpyAbto. HepBHOE HanpsiKeHUE TOKUHYIIO TEJIO.
[IpencmepTHbie 3anucku ApHoisbaa u Jleononasaa ¢ oOpa3aMu WX MOAUYEPKOB JISKaIH B CyMKe. BepoHnka mpuxuMaria

ee K cebe, CIOBHO Hecia HeCMETHble COKpoBula. CO CTOPOHBI OHa HABEPHSIKA CMOTPENAch MPHUBIEKATENBHO JUIS

KapMaHHHKOB, HO OHa HMYETro HE MOrJja ¢ co00l moienarb.

B naGoparopun MunoBuaHasi JeBynika 3a0pana y Beponuku Oymaru, odopmuia TOroBop, MpoOMiIa 4ek W Besesa
ITOJIOWTH Yepe3 HEACIIO 3a Pe3yapTaToM. Bes mpoueypa 3aHsia OT CUJIbI ITOJI4aca.

XKnare 1menyro HefeIo — 3TO Tak JA0JTro. BepoHuka yHbUIO mienachk oOpaTHO K cTaHIuH MeTpo. OHa Hajesack, YTo
AKCIIEpPTU3a HE 3aliMEeT MHOTO BpeMeHu. [lapy nHeil ele Kyna HU 110, HO Hened. Tak OHa HU 3a YTO HE YIOKHUTCA B CPOK,
otBelieHHbIM M30b1011 KapinosHoii. Ctapyxa NpuJIeT B HETOIOBaHUE.

Ha oGparaom nmytu Beponuka counnsuta onpamanue s M3onepael Kapnosael. [1o HemoHsATHON mpuunHE €i OBLIO
Ba)XHO MHEHHE CTapoi keHIMHBIL. J{axke TOT (pakT, YTO OHA MOXKET OKa3aThcs yOUNIlel, He yMEHBIIAN €€ 3HAUMMOCTH.

B cy000THUMIT MO-TIeTHEMY TEIUIBIM JICHB Ha YIUIaX ObUIO MHOTOJIIOAHO. [IpUIIITO BpeMst TOMUPHUTHCS C CHIHOM. XBaTUT
eMy AyTbCs. Y HUX BIEpeau Ienblid 1eHb. OHU MOTYT CXOAMTH B 300MAapK, MOECTh MOPOKEHOT0, CHOBA MTOYYBCTBOBATH CeOs
ceMbeil. I HuKTO UM He Hy)keH. OHU OBUIH M OYIyT CUACTIIUBEI BIIBOEM.

[TonoGHbIe pa3MbliiUieHus npuganu Beponuwku cwi. OHa Hayama JyMaTh, 9TO PE3YIbTAaThl SKCIEPTH3bI HE HUMEIOT
3HaueHus. ['1aBHOE, 4yTO y Hee ecTh MUTS, U OHa HUKOMY He MO3BOJHUT ero 3abpaTthk. Hu cyny, HU CBEKpOBHU, HU MPOKJIISATHUIO.

[TepBbIM, 4TO OHA yBHENA, MEPECTYIHUB MOPOT KBAPTHUPHI, ObUTH Kitoud OT «PeHo». OHU nexanu Ha TyMOOYKe B
kopugope. Cepreil MOYMHHWII MAallMHy W MPUTHAJl €€ B TOPOI, a OHa ObUla TaK HEBHMMATENbHA, YTO HE 3aMETHJIa €€ Ha
yauue.

XKann, ee HEe ObUTO JOMa, KOT/Ia OH Npuesxan. HTepecHo, o uem oHu ¢ Mpkoit 6onranu. Beponnka moitmana cedst Ha
TOM, 4TO Oecrokoutcs, Kak 061 Cepreit He yBIeKcs OAPYyroil. XoTs, Ka3ajaochk Obl, Kakoe el 10 3Toro aeno?

Hano 01 mo3BonuTs Ceprero u noodmarogapuTh ero. MoxeT, ake KymuTh €My IMOAapOK B 3HAK MPU3HATEIBHOCTH. B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH HE 00s3aH OBbUI JOCTABISATH aBTOMOOMJIb MPAMO K MOABE3AY. BOT MOMUPUTCA C CHIHOM U TOMABIIIET
MOJAapOK.

— Murtsa! — no3Bana Beponuka.

E#i aukTo He BcTpewaeT. JlagHo, Mutsa — o o0mxkeH, HO Mpa-To kyma nponana? B kBapTupe ObLIO MOAO3PUTEIBHO
THUX0. BepoHuka BriepBbie MOHSIIA, KaKOBa U3 ceOs 31oBelast TuHa. CIOBHO 3aTaniICsl KTO M BBDKH/IACT.

— Mursi, XBaTUT AYThCsl, — OOpaTUIIaCh OHA K ITyCTOMY Kopuaopy. — JlaBait, MupuThcsa. CXoaum B 300T1apK, ThI BEIb
000aellb 3BEepYILeK.

C KaXXJIpIM CJIOBOM T0JIOC 3Bydall BCE MPUNIYILIEHHEH, T0Ka OKOHYATEIbHO HE collen Ha HeT. MicnyranHas MoJT4aHueM,
OHAa BBIKPUKHYJIa UMS TIOJIPYTH:

— Hpal!

B Ty e cekyHIy OTKphLIaCh JBEPh B BAaHHYIO U OTTY/A MMOKa3ajlach 3apeBaHHas Mpka: Juio pacnyxio oT clie3, rjia3a u
KO’kKa BOKPYT TTOKpacHenu. B mociennuii pa3 oHa Tak Iuiakaja, Korja OHM BMecTe xonuiu Ha « Tutanuk». Torga onu oo6e
peBenu Kak Oesryry, a KOr/ia BHIIUTH U3 KMHOTeaTpa BBITTISACTH TaK, Oy/ITO MOOBIBAIM HAa HACTOSIHX moxopoHax JuKampwo.

— Yro ciydnsioch? — mEenoToM cripocuiia Beponuka.

— Onu 3a0panu ero, — CKBO3b BCXJIMIIBI TporoBopuiia Mpka.

— Kto xoro 3abpan? — Beponuka 3amaBaja Bompoc, a cama yxke 3Hajia orseT. Hemapom Murtst He oT3bIBaeTcs.

— S Hr4gero He MoTJIa Mojenarh, — omnpasabBaiack pa. — Onu ObuTH B hopMe, C TOKYMEHTaMHU.

— KT10? — Beponuka 6pocunack K MoJapyre U MpUHsIIaCh TPSACTH €€ 3a TIJICYH.

— Ilonuueiickue, — HaKOHEL, OTBETHI MOMMINCH U3 WpBhl, Kak Boga U3 COPBAHHOTO KpaHa. — OHM 3asBUJIM, YTO Thl
yKpayia pedeHKa ¥ 4TO €ro HaJio BEPHYTh OaOyIIKe.

— Ho ee HuxTo He Ha3zHavan onekyHoMm! Cyna ere He ObLIo!

— 4] Tak UM U cKa3ajia, HO OHM OTBETHJIM, YTO Thl HE NMEJIA IIPAaBa CAMOBOJIBHO YBO3UTh MaJIbUHKa.

— CamoBOIBHO, — Kak 3x0 noBropuia Beponuka. OHa He momo3peBana, YTO COOCTBEHHBIH ChIH €l Ooiblie He
MIPUHAIIEHKUT.

OOxBaTHB rojoBy pykamu, Beponuka ocena Ha noi. Mpa npuctpounniach psjoM 1 o0HsIIa ee 3a MJIeUu.

— Yto Teneps Oyner? — mouHTEpEcoBasiach BepoHuka y moapyru.

— Xortena Obl 5 3HATH.

Bnepseie Upa He Hanwiack, 4To 0TBeTUTH. OT 3TOr0 Beponuke craso emie ropue.

JlecsAThi0 MUHYTaMU TI03KE OHU CUJeNU Ha KyxHe. Crie3bl BRICOXITH, IM Ha CMEHY MPHUIILIA TITyO0Kast 32 {yMUYUBOCTb.

— Kaup, KoHBSK 3aKOHUMIICS, — TpodopmoTana Mpka, momamnepeB ImeKy KymakoM. — Sl Obl ceiiyac He OTKa3ajaach
XJIOMTHYTh PIOMAIIIKY.

— S moeny 3a HUM, — 3asiBUJIa BepoHuka, BCKUIbIBas TOJIOBY.

— Ha noknon k Ceetnane ['eopruesne?



— 5] U3BUHIOCH, U OHA ITYCTUT MEHS B JIOM.

— M3Bunnnmbes? — onenmna Mpa. — C kakoit cratu?

— Urto eme MHe octaeTcs? — BepoHuka nogHsiiach u3-3a ctojia. — [loka cyq He NPUHSAT PEUICHUE B MO0 TOJIb3Y,
MPUJIETCS C HEW CUUTATHCH.

— Jla ropu 3Ta BelbMa SICHBIM T1aMeHeM! — B cepatax Beimanuiia Mpka.

BepoHnnka 3acTeuia Ha MeCTe KaK BKONaHHAs, 0OEPHYJIACh K MOAPYTe U MOMPOCHIIa:

— Hukoraa tak Oosblie HE TOBOPH.

— Ilouemy? — otoponena Hpka.

— beny Hakinyens.

Beponuka npomuia B ciaibHIO, cOOparh YeMOJaH ChIHA, HO TaM €€ a0 HOBOE MOTPsCeHUE: Bel MUTH mporanu
BMecTe ¢ HUM. Kak TOJIbKO TOJIMIIEHCKHE YIIPAaBHIIMCh 32 TaKOW KOPOTKHUM cpok? HamepHoe, paboTanu He mokiIaaas pyk.
Beponuka 3710 mHyTa HOXKY KpoOBaTd. Yiap MpuIneicss Ha OoNbIIoN manern JieBod Horu. OT pe3kod OOJHM CBEo BCIO
CTYITHIO, HO 3TO ITOMOTJIO BepoHHKE OKOHYATEIIBHO IPUUTH B COs.

— Xouels, s moexy ¢ To0oi? — npetoxuia Upa.

Beponunka nocMoTpea Ha CTOSIIYIO B ABEPAX MOAPYTY U [TOKa4aia FOJ0BOM.

— Her. TbI Bce paBHO HUYEM HE IIOMOKEILIb.

Bwmecte oHM OoTHecnM YemomaH B MalMHy, OOHSUIMCh Ha MpolnaHue, u Beponuka 3aBena «PeHo». ABTOMOOWIIE
TPOHYJICSI ¢ MecCTa, OTpakeHHe Vpbl MOCTENEHHO YMEHBIIAIOCh B 3€pKajie 3aJHEro BUA, IIOKa COBCEM HE IpoMNalo.
Beponunka ocranack oqHa. OHa 4eTKO OIIyTHIIA 3TO, OAMHOYECTBO CAENIAIOCH ocsi3aeMbiM. OHO OyATO CHICIIO PSIOM C HEH
Ha MECTE MaccaKupa U HAMIO YXMBULIIOCH, TOBOPs: «Y Te0sS HET M HUKOTO He OyneT KpoMme MeHs». BepoHuka omacanach,
YTO 3TH CJIOBA OKAXKYTCS IPOPOUECKUMH.

Bcro gopory ona mpoBena kak BO cHe. B camom cBoeM KyTKOM KolMape. ABTOMAarvM4eCKU BBIMOJHSS MOBOPOTHI U
Ha)XUMas Ha TIeJlajlu, JymMaja TOJIbKo 00 OMHOM: 4TO jAenarh, eciau Ceernana ['eoprueBHa He MyCTUT €€ K ChiHY? BepoHuka
ObIa TOTOBA OCTarbCsl B JIOME CTOJBKO, CKONBKO moTpedyeTcs. Ecnu Henb3st 3a0parh MHTIO B CTONHIYy, TOTJa OHA
ITOCEJUTCA C HUM.

OHa mompexana K IOMy B pacTpenaHHbIX uyBcTBaX. OMHOBPEMEHHO HCIYTaHHAs U 371asl. BHeIHe 0COOHSK BBHITISICI
Kak 0ObIYHO: MyCcTasi MOABE3IHAS JOPOXKKA, FTA30H C pAHHUMH TIOJIbIIAHAMM, 1103311 JIEC BHICUTCSI CTEHOM, TOYHO B3sUI JIOM B
onmokay. Ho BHemmHee cioKoiCTBHE Ka3aJI0Ch HAUTPAHHBIM, KaK €l ObI BCe BOKPYT 3aTanujIOCh B OKUJIAHUU TPAHIMO3HOTO
ckaHnana. Beponuka 3Haina, 4To ero He U30€KaTh.

OHa BbIlIIIA U3 MAIIMHBI, TPOMKO XJIOITHYB JIBEPbIO — OTMIOBECTHIIA KUJIBIIOB O CBOEM Ipue3ze. Pacuer onpasnancs: oHa
MTOJIXO/IMJIA K JABEpH, KOoTjia Ta oTBopuiack. HaBcTpedy Brinwia Pauca. Ee kynpu 6e3 KOCBIHKY TOpUYaiu BO BCe CTOpOHBI. OHa
HEPBHO Tepebuiia Kpail mepeIHuKa.

— Bawm nydiie He BXoauTh, — oOpaTuiack oHa K Beponuke.

Beponuka 3ameuiniia mar 1 OCTaHOBHJIACH Ha IOPOTe, TOYHO HAMOPOJIACh HA HEBUJIUMYIO CTEHY.

— Moii chIH 31€ech?

— Jla, — xuBHyna Pauca u nmoBropuiia, Kak 3aBeJICHHAs: — HO BaM JIy4Ille HE BXOJIUTh.

Beponuka mieuyoM OTTONKHYNIA KyXapKy U MpOIIUIa B XOJUI, @ OTTYJa B TOCTUHYIO — JIIOOMMYIO KOMHATy cBeKpoBU. OHa
He oummbnack: CBernana l'eoprueBHa Obuta Tam. Cunena ¢ KHMrod B pykax. Jlaxke mocie 3¢¢GEKTHOr0 M LIyMHOTOQ
nosiBieHusi BepoHukH oHa He mpepBaia CBOETO 3aHATUS U MOIHAJIA TOJIOBY, JUIIIL IOUYMTAaB J0 KOHIa ab3ara.

Bce aTo Bpems BepoHunka TeprenuBo xaana, Koraa Ha Hee oOparsT BHuMmanue. OHa fnana cebe 3apoK HHU B KOEM ClTydae
He ccoputbes. OT ymeHus Jiepkarh cedst B pykax 3aBucesio MHoroe. OHa J0MKHA ObITh MUJION BOIPEKH BCEM Hamajakam
Caetnansl I 'eoprueBHbI.

— JloOpsIit 1eHs, — mo3opoBaniack BepoHuka, ciienys BRIOpaHHOW TaKTHKE.

— Komy kak, — CeTiana ['eoprueBHa 3akpblia KHUTY U OycTHIIa €€ Ha cTojid. OHa mpojesnana 3TO ¢ TAKUM BUJIOM,
YTO HECJIO0XKHO OBLIO JOTalaThCs: MPUYMHA €€ HeYIayHOTo JTHSI CTOUT MPSIMO Mepes] HEe.

— MurTs y Bac? — Beponmnka o0s3aHa Oblla HEMEIJICHHO 3TO BBIICHUTH. B MPOTHMBHOM ciiydae oHa pyxHyna Obl C
CEP/ICYHBIM IIPUCTYIIOM.

CBeKpOBb OKMHYJIA €€ HENPUSI3HEHHBIM B3I A0M. OHAa HaAMEPEHHO TSAHYIA ¢ OTBETOM, HACHAXAAsICh CTPaJaHUSIMU
HeBecTKH. BepoHuka cTucHyna 3y0bl, HOBTOPSIS PO cedst Kak MaHTPY: «S He Oyay Kpudarh, s He Oyny Kpuuarby. [Toka yto
3TO JEWCTBOBAJIO, HO Yallla €€ TePIeHUs He Oe3/I0HHA.

— OH B JIE€TCKOM, UTPAET C HAHEH, — CMUIIOCTUBUIIACH CBEKPOBbD.

Beponuka paszBepHynack kK aBepu. Bce dero oHa xorena — He3aMEUIUTEILHO YBUIIETh ChIHA U YOCIUTHCS, YTO C HUM
BCE B MTOPSJKE.

— Kyna 3To ThI coOpanach, Muiouka? — okiinkHyna Ceernana ['eopruesHa.

Ee ronoc nogo6Ho Meteonporuosy npeaseina oypto. Beponuka, 60psich ¢ BHyTpeHHEH APOKbI0, BHOBb TOBEPHYIIACH K
CBEKPOBHU U OTBETUJIA:



— IloBUgaThCs C CHIHOM.

— S 3ampemato Tebe o0IIATHCS C HUM.

— BblI HEe MOXeTe 3TOro caenarb, — He MoBepuiia cBoMM yiaM Beponuka. Ho rae-1o BHyTpH IeBEIbHYICS YEPBIYOK
COMHEHHS: a YTO €CIIU MOXKET?

— To1 ykpana pebenka. ['1e rapaHTHs, 9TO Thl HE TOBTOPHUIID MOTBITKY?

— Kak M0>XHO yKpacTh COOCTBEHHOTO ChIHA?

— Iloka uaer pa3dbuparenbCcTBO U Cyd, s UMEIO IpaBa 3HaTh, IJIe HAXOAWTCS MO BHYK. Thl ke yBe3la ero, He
CornacoBaB 3TO co MHOU. Ho nmaxke ecnmu omexky HaJl MAIBIMKOM MPUCYAAT TeOE, UMYILECTBO CEMbU OCTAHETCSI HAJl MOUM
KOHTPOJIEM, a 3HAYHT, 1 JOJDKHA OyIy MOCTOSIHHO BUJETHCS C BHYKOM.

— I'ne Tyt cBsi3b? — He noHsuia Beponuka.

— Jlo ero coBepiieHHOJETHS I BIaJCI0 BCEM, 4YTO eMmy 3aBemiaHo. [lomMmuMo mpucMmoTpa 3a MMYIIECTBOM B MOH
00513aHHOCTH BXOJUT 3a00Ta O HACJIEIHUKE.

— B#BI camu 3TO TONMBKO YTO TpUAYyMaau, — HE MoBepuia BepoHnuka. — 3abupaiiTe cBOe MMYIIECTBO, HAM OHO HE
HYKHO. OT,Z[EIfITG MHC CbIHA, 1 MbI YCIIEM, IOKUHEM 3TOT JOM HaABCCTrAA.
— 4 He Tak mryma, Musiouka, — ynbiOHynack CBeTiana ['eoprueBHa. — Bo3M0kHO, B JaHHBI MOMEHT T€0OE€ HHYETO

HE HYXHO, HO IJe TapaHTus, 4To Tak OyneT Bcerna? Kro mMoxkeT mopyduThbesi, 4To MHUTS, KOTJa BBIPACTET, HE BEpHETCH,
yTOOBI 320paTh Y MEHs Bce?

— Droro He OygerT.

— TslI HE MOXKeIIb 3TOr0 3HaTh! — MOBBICHIIA TOJIOC CBEKPOBb.

Bomnpoc nacnenctsa cuinpHO BosHOBasl (CBernaHy l'eoprueBHy. BepoHuke B )KM3HM HE IOHATH, 32 KaKUE€ 3aCiIyrd
MOXXHO TaK JIIOOUTh CTapyl0 pa3BajlioXy oA Ha3BaHueM oM. Eif Obl HUKOra HE MPUIUIO B TOJIOBY MOMBITAaTbC UM
3aBnaneTb. Ho Hamo otnars nomwkHoe Cetnnane ['eoprueBHe: 3a MuTtio BepoHnka He MOIa IOpY4YUThCS. 3a ONMHHAIIATh
JIET JI0 €r0 COBEPIICHHOJIETHUS BCAKOE MOXKET CIIydnuThesl. Kak HM TsHKeno 3To mpu3HaBaTh, HO B YEM-TO CBEKPOBb IIPaBa.

— Monuunm, — ycmexnynach Ceetnana ['eoprueBna. — IlpaBunbHo nenaens. Tebe Heuero Bo3pa3uTh, IOTOMY UTO 5
cKazana mpasny. Thl HE B cHIIax 00eIlaTh, YTO TBOM ChIH HE BEPHETCS OJHAX/bI 32 TEM, UTO eMy npuuyutaercsa. OTkKazarbcs
OT HacJEACTBAa OH HE MOXET B CHIIy Bo3pacTa. UTo ke MHe J1enaTh?

— Yro? — noBTopuna Beponuka.

— MHe ocTaeTcst OJHO: BOCIIUTATh €ro caMoi. S BeIpally ero, kak co0cTBeHHOTo chiHa. OH OyneT J00UTh 3TO MECTO U
BCEX ero oOuTarenei, BKiItoyas MeHs. Sl ¢ MasloJieTCTBa MPUBBIO eMy yBakeHHe K crapimM. OH OyleT ciaymarbcs MEHS BO
BCEM.

— Bw1 cisitunu, — npobopmotana Bepornuka. — W Bce 3TO pagu cTaporo Kopeita, KOTOpoe Tpeumt mo mBam? Jla
3TOT JIOM HE CETOJIHS-3aBTpa pa3BaJnuTCs!

— Hwuuero moxo0HoOrO!

Kak Beponunka He crapanach AepXkarbCs B paMKax NPUIMYMsl, OHa He BeITeprnena. Cieayronme ee ciIoBa HaCKBO3b
MPONUTAI S

— BBl y)Xe BbIpacTUIIM ChIHA U I1Ie OH ceiiyac? Baie BocmuTaHue CBesO ero B MOrwiy. Buaumo, He Tak yK XOpoIlo
eMy )KHJIOCh C MaMOM, U OH OTIPAaBHJICS PaHbILE HAa TOT CBET JIUIIL U30aBUTHCS OT Bac.

— He cwmeit ynomunars bopuca, — nponmnena Csernana ['eoprueBHa. — He Most BUHA, 4TO OH BBIPOC €Ia0bIM. DTC
BCE MPOKJIATHIE I€HBI €0 OTLIA.

— U BoI Tyna xxe, — Beponuka pazos3nuiach He Ha 1myTky. OHa OoJblie HEe KOHTpoJaupoBasia ceds. — Bce Tonbko u
JIETIAI0T, YTO TOBOPST O MPOKJISATHU. 3HAETE, KaK A MOCTyIuIo? Korga Mol ChIH BBIPACTET U CMOXKET PACHOPSKATHCS 3TUM
JIOMOM, MBI COKXKeM ero A0Tia. YToOb! Jake Meria He 0CTaNnoch. BOT Kak 51 0CBOO0XKY €ro OT IpOKJIATHs !

— Iloma BoH, — CBetnana ['eoprueBHa roBopuiia THX0, HO OT 3TOTO €€ TOJI0C 3Bydas Becomee. — Sl 3amperniato Tede
BUJIETHCSI C MOUM BHYKOM JI0 CyJa. A TaM ITIOCMOTPUM, 4bsl BO3BMET.

BepoHnka He MomIa 10 KOHIIA TOBEPUTh, UTO y HEE OTHsUIM chiHA. OHA He Kellaja Tak IpocTo caasarbesd. raopupys
CBEKPOBb, OHa OpPOCHJIACh B KOPHJIOP M 3aKpHYaa:

— Murtsa! Murts, 3To mama. Man ko MHE, CBIHOK!

Ceernana l'eoprueBHa muia 3a Heill cienoM. Omwupasicb Ha TPOCTb, OHA C YIbIOKOW HaOnofanga 3a MOMBITKAMU
Beponunka nokpuyarscs A0 ChIHA.

Murts He oT3bIBascA, U BepoHuka coOpanach moaHAThCS 3a HUM. OHa MOCTaBWJIa HOTY Ha MEPBYIO CTYIEHb, KOTJa
CBEKPOBb 3asiBUJIA!

— 51 6b1 Ha TBOEM MECTE HE XOHJIa B JIETCKYIO.

— BbI He MOXeTe MHE 3apeTUTh, — OTPBI3HYJIACH OHA.

— S m "He Oymy. DTO BCETo JIMIIb APYKECKUI COBET.

— O uem BbI?

— Tbl yBepeHa, 4To ChbIH XOUeT TeOs BUJCTH?



Bwmecrto oTBera, Beponuka B30ekana 1o JecTHHIIE, IepenphiruBas uyepes crynenu. Cpetiiana ['eoprueBHa He Morya 3a
HEU YrHaTbCs U3-3a XPOMOTBL.

BepoHunka peIBKOM OTKpbLIa ABEPH ACTCKOM. IToTpsiceHHas HsHA cuzena ¢ OTKPBITBIM PTOM Y TeleBU30pa. MuTs urpan
B BOWHYIIKY. OH paccTaBUJI COJIJATUKOB U TaHKH Ha 1oy, Henb3st ObUI0 MPONTH 1O KOMHATE ¥ HE CIIOTKHYThCA. BepoHuka
pUHYJIACch HAMPOJIOM K ChIHY, KpyIla BCE Ha IMMyTH. Teja UTPYIIEYHBIX CONIATHKOB XPYCTEIH MO TYQIISIMHU.

— Murts, — OHa npurKaa CbiHa K IPYAH.

— IlocmoTpwu, 4TO THI HajAeNana, — BMECTO IMPUBETCTBUS CKa3aJl OH.

Beponuka omsnynack. Mecra, I7ie OHa CTyIana, MOKHO ObLIO JIETKO BEIMUCIUTH MO Pa30pOCaHHBIM U MTOKOPEKEHHBIM
UTPYILKAM.

— IIpoctu, s mpocTo o4eHb pajga Te0sl BUACTh, — OHA MOIJIaAnia cbiHa 1o rojose. — CoOupaiics, Mbl ye3KaeM.

— Omnare? 4 ke TOJBKO mpuexa.

B nerckyto Bomuia Cernana I'eoprueBHa. BepoHuka oTMeTHIsIa, YTO Ta MONO3PUTEIBHO OBICTPO B300Opanach Io
nectHune. OHa Obl HE YAMBHIIACh, CTAHb U3BECTHO, UTO CBEKPOBb CUMYIUPYET XPOMOTY.

— OcraBp ManpauKa B mokoe, — Benena Cetrnana 'eoprueBna. — Ilycth cebe urpaer. Passe He BHIHO, YTO eMy
3/1€Ch HPABUTCA?

— He npaBna! — BeikpukHyna Beponuka. — Bel ero 3amyramnm.

— Iloka 4TO ThI €IMHCTBEHHAs, KTO €T0 MyraeT, — 3aMeTuja CBEKPOBb.

Beponuka nocMorpena Ha cbplHa. TOT, B caMOM Jieie, BBIIVISAE] BCTPEBOKEHHBIM. Pamu Mwutu oHa cosepmmia
HEBO3MOXKHOE — B3s1a ce0s1 B pykH. [ 1yOOKO B37J0XHYB, CIIOKOHHO MOTIPOCHIA;

— Ilolinem co MHOU.

OTtBeT cpa3uii ee HAIOBAI:

— 5] xo4y ocTaTbCs 31€Ch.

['naBa 16

Beponuka mioxo moMHMIa, Kak BelOpanack Ha yauiy. IIpocto Bapyr oOHapyxwuia, 4To cTOUT psaoM ¢ «PeHo» u
CKMMAET KJII04M B Kynake. [Ipu aTom okpyxarolee n3-3a ciie3 BUJIEN0Ch KaK B TYMaHe.

Beponuka audero He nonnmana. Kak Ceetinana ['eoprueBHa 3a CTOJIb KOPOTKUM CPOK YMYAPUIIACh cTaThb MuTe OJmke
ponHoit marepu? I'me ona ommbnacs? ['me He mommsinena? Heyxkenu oHa HACTONBKO IJIOXash MaTh, YTO pPeOEHOK paj
OCTaBHUTb €€ MPHU MEePBOM BO3MOKHOCTH?

Jpoxamieit pykoii oHa morpoOoBaia BCTaBUTh KITI0Y B 3aMOK Ha JIBEpU aBTOMOOWJISI, HO BCE HUKAK HE MOTJIA TIOMacTh B
MaJIeHbKYIO CKBaXkuHYy. Kittou napanan 00K MalMHbl, HO €l ObLIO MJIeBATh.

— Beponuxa!

KTo-TO OKpHKHYI €€, HO OHa He 00epHYIach, MPOJIOJIKAs CBOE 3aHSITHE.

[TycTh CBEeKpOBb BhIMTpana OUTBY, HO BOWHA €llie He Mpourpana. MUTIO NPHUILIOCH OCTaBUTh Ha MONEYEHHE CBEKPOBH.
He morna >xe oHna yBectu ero cuioil. Ha cyge 3To oOparsr He B ee moib3y. [Ipu sTom Cetiiana ['eoprueBna sicHo mana
MOHSTH, YTO HE KeNaeT BuaeTh Beponuky. Kak xe ObTh? BepHyThest B cTonMIy Henb3s. OHa HU 32 YTO HE OPOCHT ChIHA.

— Beponuka! — kT0-TO CHOBa Mo3BaJ ee. Ha aToT pa3 ommxke.

N3-3a yrna noma nosiBuics Cepreil.

— Tebe Henb3st caTuThCs 3a PYJib B TAKOM COCTOSIHUU, — CKa3all OH, MOAXOS K aBTOMOOMIIIO.

— Omna 3abpana ero, — nosxainosajach BepoHuka, Oyyuu B COCTOSHUU JAyMaTh O 4eM-JIH00 Jpyrom.

— 4 3na10, — MyXunHa 0TOOpan y Hee Kiroun. — Hudero crpammoro. Bee o6pasyercs.

— Yro MHe nenats?

— Ouna BeIrHaJIa TE0S M3 qoMa?

Beponuka kuBHyna. CroBa 3actpsuin B ropse. Jla u Kak pacckaszarh, YTO ChIH IPOMEHSUI TeOs Ha MallO3HAKOMYIO
KEHIIMHY, a Ta B CBOIO O4Yepe/Ib He IMycKaeT Tebst Ha mopor? BmecTo 3Toro oHa nomnpocuia:

— OrBe3U MEHS B yUacCTOK.

Cepreli ¢ COMHEHUEM B3IJISIHYJ HA HEE.

— Uro eI Oyzenis Tam aenaTh? Xodelb HamucaTh 3asBieHne Ha Cernany I eoprueBny?

— Huuero s He Oyny nucats. MHe HaJl0 MOrOBOPUTH C OJJHUM YEJIOBEKOM.

— C Bonopeit, — moragancs MmyxunHa. — J[ymaenb, oH Tebe moMoxeT?

['oBopsi, o oTkpbul «PeHo» u cen 3a pynb. BepoHuka obomuia MamMHy U yCTPOUJIACh HA COCEJHEM C BOAUTEIEM
cuzaenbe. OHa 33 QyMYHBO TOCMOTpEJIa Ha CBOE OTpaskeHHEe B OOKOBOM 3epKalie M cKa3aa:

— 5] y Hero He moMoUM HIIy, & OTBETOB.

Cepreit noxan miaeuamu. Kaskercs, OH pelm, 4To 3TO He ero jeno. Beponuka Obuia emy 3a 310 61arogapHa. Boennble
Jydllie JPYrUX YMEIOT BHIMOJIHATH OCTABIEHHBIE Mepe]] HUMU 3a1aun. Criacubo apMuu U LapsIieil TaM cCUcTeMe — «IIpHKa3
— MoUMHEHUe 0e3 JUIIHUX BOIIPOCOBY.



Kornma «PeHo» oCTaHOBUIIOCH PSIIOM C MOJMIEUCKUM ydacTKoM, BepoHuka npaktuyecku ycnokownach. OHa ckaszana
Cepreto, 4TO OH MOXKET ee He kJarb. Jlanpie ona pasdepercs cama. [IpaBna oHa cnabo mpejacTaBisia, 4To OyleT Jenarh
mocse pasroBopa ¢ Bomozaeit u kyma moexaer, HO kanoBarkesi Ceprero He ctana. OH W Tak ¢ HeW aonro Bos3utcs. JIroOou
JpYyroil Ha ero MecTe JaBHO Obl OPOCHI €€ CaMOCTOSITENILHO pa30upaThes ¢ MpodieMaMu.

JexypHbiii, y3HaB BepoHuky, mpomyctui ee 6e3 BompocoB. OHa HECMENIO TTOCTyJasia B IBeph kKabuHeTa. Uem Onmke
oHa Obuta Kk Bnamumupy, Tem ObIcTpee Tasyla €€ YBEPEeHHOCTH B TOM, YTO OHa IOCTymaeT mpaBuibHO. Ho keHckoe
camotoOue TpedoBasio peBanma. Bapyr Bomons cmoxer kak-to nmoenusaTh Ha CBetnany ['eoprueBny? OHa €ro TeTs U OHH,
ecnu Beputh M3onbne Kapnosue, 6musku. Bapyr y Hero momyuutcst yroBoputTh CBerniaHy ['eoprueBHy CHKaaUThCs Hal
Beponukoii.

[Tomnas Hazexna oHa Bouwia B KaOuHeT. JIlnno Bomomu mpu ee BUaE BBITAHYIOCH, HO OH OBICTPO B3sUT €0 B PYKH.
VYka3zan Ha CTy1 U Jaxe npeanoxui kode. BepoHuka noygo6Hee ycTpousiach Ha CTyne, Oecea mpeacTosia fonaras. A BOT
oT Kode oHa oTKazanack. M 6e3 Toro HepBHas cucTeMa repeBo30yxaeHa. Hu k uemy nmojcreruBath €€ HCKyCCTBEHHO.

— Kak nena? — crpocui MyX4unHa.

Emy ObUIO HEJOBKO, OH HE 3HAJ, C Yero Ha4darh pa3roBop. UTo mpuBeno ero B 3amemarenscTBo? To, YTO OH Tak U He
MEepPEe3BOHMI TOCJIE€ UX HENABHEro MOILeNysd WM TOCTYNOK TETKH? A MOXET OH OOUTCSA, 4TO OHAa YCTPOUT CKaHAan?
ITocnennee npennosnokeHue Kazajloch BepoHUKe caMbIM BEpPOATHBIM. Boons cMoTpen Ha Hee, Kak Ha JCUCTBYIOLMU
BYJIKaH: U3BEPKEHHUE MOXKET MPOU30NTH B JIIOOYI0O MUHYTY, HO KOTJIJa KMEHHO 3TO CIIy4YUTCS HEU3BECTHO.

— IIpoctu, 51 HE MO3BOHUII, — MPUHSIICS OH OMPABABIBATHCS. — MHOTO pabOTHI.

— Hwudero ctpammoro. S cama Obta 3aHATa, — XOJOIHO OTO3BajIach BepoHuka.

— Yro-HUOYAb CTPACIOCH?

— 41 mymana, Tl B Kypce. Majio Toro, 4To TBOSI Te€TKa 3a0pajia MOETO ChbIHA, TaK OHA KO BCEMY IIPOYEMY 3allpeliaeT MHE
C HUM BUJETHCS.

Ona BHUMAaTENBHO cieawia 3a peakuueil Bomomu. Kak oH oTHeceTrcss K TOMYy, YTO OHAa B Kypc€ €ro poacTBa CO
Caernanoit ['eoprueBnoii? Eciu oH cienaer BU, 4TO HE IMOHSUI HAMEKa, OHA BBUIbET COJEPKUMOE TpaduHa ¢ BOJOH eMy Ha
rosioBy. TOT Kak pa3 y1oO0HO pacroyIoKHIICS Ha Kpalo CTOJIa Ha PACCTOSHUU BBITSIHYTON PYKHU.

— S1 He xoTen Tebe TOBOPUTD, TOTOMY YTO JOTAIBIBAJICS, KaK Thl 3TO BOCIIPUMEIIIb.

Bonoas nmosen ce6Gst Myapo: OH He OTpuLIa cBoero mpoMaxa. Maero ¢ rpaduHOM NPUILIIOCH OTIOKHUTb.

— IloaTOMY THI IpEANIOYENT MHE CONTaTh.

— Ilepectanb, — momopumics OoH. — DTO JaKe JOXKbIO Helb3s Has3Barh. Jla, s He ckaszan Tebe, uro CBeriaHs
['eoprueBHa — MOl pOJICTBEHHHIIA, HO 3TO HE 3HAYHT, YTO Y MEHs ObUI 3710 yMBICEI.
— A d4ro 53T0 3HauMT? — momoOombITcTBOBaTa Beponumka. — He T 7nu yroBapwBaid MEHS TPEKPaTUTh

paccnenoBanue? bynems MeHs yoexaaTh, 4TO 3TO HUKaK HE CBSI3aHO ¢ TeM, uTo CBeTriana ['eoprueBHa 3amenuna tede Math
Y BBIPACTHJIa KaK POJHOTO ChIHA.

— W gto ¢ Toro? — oH pasBes pykaMu. — TeTst BCero-HaBCcero Mornpocuia MeHs IPUCMOTPETh 3a TOOOH, UTOOBI THI HE
HaJienaa riyrnocTei.

— IlosTOMY THI MpHUIIAIIaT MeHs Ha cBUAaHUA? UToObI pa3y3HaTh, YTO 5 BhIsiCHWIA? — BepoHuka 3a70XHYIach OT
BO3MYIICHUS.

— Tebs mocnymars, Tak y HacC TyT HACTOSIIME IMTMOHCKUE UTPHL. S mpumiaman Teds, IOTOMY YTO Thl MHE HPABUIILCSL.
Ecnu Th1 1 nenuiack Co MHOHM pe3yiibTaTaMi CBOMX PO3BICKOB, TO Jieiajia 3TO M0 COOCTBEHHOM BOJIC. XOTS JTMYHO I CYUTAIO
TBOM HAaXOAKHU CMEXOTBOPHbIMU. O KakoM NpOKJIATHE UAET peub? MHe Tpuauarb ceMb U S BCE €lLIe KUB? A s, MEXAy
MIPOYUM, BBIPOC B TOM JIOME.

— To1 He umeents oTHoIeHus K M3onbae Kapnosue, — ckazana Beponuka. — Ilo cyru, TbI €if HuUKTO. B Tebe Teuer
Jpyrasi KpOBb.
— TBoeMy yMEHHIO MOATOHATH (aKThI MOX CBOIO TEOPHUIO MOXKHO I103aBUIOBaTh, — ycMexHylIcs Bomoms. — Yem

CKOpEe ThI paCIIPOCTUUILCS C OpeTHSAMHU O MPOKJIATUHU, TEM OBICTpEE YBUIUIILCS C CHIHOM.

Beponuka Bctpenenynacs. [locnennue cioBa Bomoau nokassiBanu: oH B Kypce Toro, kak Csetiiana ['eoprueBna c Heit
nocrynuia. BepoHuka omlyrwia, Kak OTBpallcHHE K MOJUIIEHCKOMY MPOHU3bIBAET Teslo. KakIoi KIeTOYKOM CBOei
CYIIHOCTH OHAa BO3HEHABHUJIEJNA €TO0.

— Ilouemy bopuc He 3aBeman 1om Tede? — MOMHTEPECcOBaTIaCh OHA, JKeyasi MOOOJIbHEE €T0 YKOJIOTh.

— [loTomy 4TO MBI TEpIIETh APYT Apyra HE MOIVIN, — OTBeTU Bononsa. — bopuc peBHoBan marb ko MHe. CuuTal, 4ro
MeHs oHa JroouT Oosbiue. Tak u 6buU10. OH OBUT 3aKOMITJIEKCOBAHHBIM HEBPACTEHUKOM. PeIKo KTO BBIHOCHUI €T0 HBITHE
JIOJIbILIE TTapbl MUHYT.

— He npaBna, — mokauana ronoBoii Bepornmka. — OH Obul He TakuMm. bopuc Obu1 10OpbIM U paHuMbIM. OH H¢
BHHOBAT, YTO OJIM3KHE €TO HEe TOHUMAJIH.

— Tebe BunHEE, — COIIACUIICS MY)KUHMHA. — DTO THI Cllajia ¢ HUM LEeJbIX /IBa ToAa.

Bomnons npousHec 3TO Tak, CIOBHO TOBOPHJ O YEM-TO MperocyauTenabHoM. OH XOTell ee yHU3UTh, HO BepoHuka He



MOJ1aJIaCh HA MPOBOKALINIO, 3a5IBUB:

— A enre g nenoBanach ¢ To60i. U s Ob1 0X0THEe comachiiach MPOBECTH elle napy Hodel ¢ bopucom, Oynb OH KuB,
9YeM XOTb €Ille OJJH pa3 MOLEeI0BaThCs ¢ TOOOH.

Omna Bcrana. Pyka cama coboil motsHynack k rpaduny. Pansme BepoHuka Bcerma TIIATENBbHO B3BEIIMBAja CBOM
peleHus, MPEXKE YeM MEPEHTH K TeUCTBUAM. TeM npusiTHee ObUIO MOAIAThCS COOMa3HY.

CxsaruB rpaduH, oHa ¢ HacIaXJIEHUEM BbUIHIIA €ro conepkumoe Bonone Ha roioBy. Boga BMuTr nponuTansa BoJOCHI,
CTEKJIa 1O JIUIy Ha pyOallky, HaMOUYMB BOPOT. BepoHuKa ¢ ynoBoJIbCTBUEM OBl HACTAIUIACh MOMEHTOM IO/I0JIbIIE, HO HAJIO
OBbLIO PETUPOBATHCS, TOKA MPOTUBHUK HE MPHILET B c€0s U HE MPUHSIT OTBETHBIC MEPHL.

VYike cTosl Ha opore, OHa He yAep:Kajlach OT (PMHAIBHOTO aKKopa:

— bonpuie He 3BOHU MHE.

Cryk kaOmykoB 1o KadelbHOMY IOy COINPOBOXIAA €€ K BbIXomy M3 ydacTka. OH 3Bydan mompoOHO Habary —
TPEBOXKHBIM CUTHAJI, TPU3BIB MOOMIIN30BaTh CUIIBI st 00phObL. Bonpeku onacenusim Bosons He morHancs 3a Heil. Ha atom
KU3HEHHOM 3Tare MOXXHO CTaBUTh KUPHYIO TOUKY.

B aBromoOuie ee xnaan cioprnpus: Cepreit He ymen. OH Mo-IIpeXKHEMY CUJEN Ha BOIUTENBCKOM MecTe. He roBopst Hu
CJIOBA, OHA OTKPhUIA MACCAKUPCKYIO IBEPh U YCTPOUIACH PSIIOM.

— Kax npouuo? — nepsbiv 3arosopun Cepreil.

— Ilo3HaBarenbHoO.

— W xyna teneps?

Beponuka oTkpbuia poT, YTOOBI OTBETHTH, HO MOHSAJIA: OHA HE 3HAET, YTO CKa3aTh. YexaThb Ha3al B CTOJUILY U OPOCUTH
Murtio B 4yy)XxoM Tropoze HeBo3MokHO. Ho u ocTarbcst Toxke He BbixonuT. e ona Oynet kuth? Hackonpko eif M3BECTHO,
TOCTUHUIIBI 37IeCh OTpOsIch He ObU10. OHa mocMoTpena Ha Ceprest.

OH ¢ X0y Jorajiascs o0 pa3AuparoIMX ee MPOTUBOPEUHIX U Oe3aneUIIHOHHBIM TOHOM 3asiBUTI:

— IloxuBen y MeHsI.

[TepBbiM mopsBoM Beponuku 0bu10 0TKa3arscs. OCTAHOBUTHCS Y MaIO3HAKOMOTO MY>KYMHBI, HOUEBATh B UY)KOM JIOME
Ka3aJock aMopasibHbIM. Ho Beb peub uaet o cbiHe. HaxoauThest BIaay OT HEro BBIIIE €€ CHII, U OHA COTJIacUiach.

Cepreif )i He B KBapTUpE, a B JoMe. YeM-To OH HeyloBUMO HarnoMuHai u30y Pancunoit matepu. HaBepHoe, Tem, uto
ObUT MOCTPOEH MO TOMY K€ NMPUHIMITY: KapKac U3 OpycheB, OKHA CO CTaBHSAMHU. Bce kak B crapuHy. MoXXHO MOIyMarh,
BO3BOJIMJIM JIOM elle BO BpeMeHa MBana ['po3Horo.

Cepreii mokasan cnajapHIO, TIe BepoHnka Oynet HoYeBaTh, CKa3aB MPH 3TOM, YTO CaM IOCIUT B TOCTUHON Ha JUBaHE.
OH 3aHec 4YeMO/aH U yIes 3a0paTh ya3ukK, KOTOpBIi ocTancs y foma Ceriansl [ eoprueBHbI.

Beponunka ocranack omHa. Hukorma mpexzae oHa He 3aMedalna B ce0e aBaHTIOPUCTCKYHO KUIIKY. OT1o Mpka crocobna
OpOCUTHCS HaBCTpEUy MPHUKIIOYCHHUSIM O4epTs rojoBy. BepoHuka Oosblie qymana, yem JeiicTBoBasia. A TyT OHa BApYT, HE
B3BECHB BCE, KaK CJIEIYET, COMIACUIIACH KUTh MOl OJHOUN KPbIIEH HE TOMMU C KEM.

[Toxa Cepreii orcyrcTBoBaji, BepoHnuka nzyumna o6cTaHoBKy. /oMy He XBaTayio ®eHCKOH pyku. M XoTs BHYTpH ObLIO
YUCTO, Ha CTEeHaX BucenHn (ororpaduu, a Ha TOJNKAX CTOSUIM MIJIBIE O€3ENYyIIKH, JKUIUIIE Ka3aJloCh HEOOXHTHIM.
Beponuke ObUIO TPYJHO OINpPENENUTh B YeM TYT Aejo. JloMy CIOBHO He XBarajo ayxa cemeiHoro ouara. He Obuto yiora u
TeIIa.

Omna paccmotpena otorpaduu Ha CTEHE B TOCTHHOMW: HACTOSIIAS CeMeiHasi XpOHUKY, HaunHas ¢ nercTBa Cepres. Bot
OH CTOSUI Ha CHUMKaXx psIOM C OTLIOM M MaTepbio Ha GoHe noma. [locneanuii, cyas mo BceMy, mpuHAAIEKAN €ro pOAUTENSIM
U Iepemies K Hemy mo Hacneacty. Jlameme nmm apmeiickue ¢oto. B BoeHHoit ¢opme mpu momnom mapane Cepreit
BBIVISIIENT MY)KECTBEHHBIM U PEIIMTEIbHBIM, TOTOBBIM B JIIO0OW MOMEHT PUHYThCA B OO HJIM HPUUTH Ha MOMOIIb
Hy)xaaonmmcs. M3 o01eHus ¢ 3TuM yenoBekoM BepoHuKa IaBHO MOHsUIA, YTO OH TAKOW M €CTh: 3alUTHUK OOM)KEHHBIX U
o0JesieHHbIX. B MpOTUBHOM ciydae ¢ 4ero eMy TpaTUTh BpeMsl Ha Hee?

Veuzgena oHa u ¢ororpaduu ObBIICH >XeHBL. To, YTO OHM 1O CHX MOp BHCAT Ha CTEeHE, BepoHmka couna
noaTBepxkaeHueM to0Bu Cepres. C 601e3HEHHBIM JIOOOIBITCTBOM OHA Pa3MIsIblBaja KEHIMHY U MPUIILIa K BBIBOAY, YTO
co BKycoM y Cepres nopsok. beiBias cynpyra o6iaiana NpUsATHBIME YepTaMU JIMLA U HETIOXOH (QUTypoi.

Cepreii BepHylICS dYepe3 Mapy 4YacoB, HECS B PYyKax IMaKeThl JOBEPXy HAOWUTHIE MTPOAYKTaMH. BKirodasi mycToi
XOJIOZUIIBHUK, OH TIOSICHUIIL:

— 4 cam He roToBmo. Ha 3aBTpak o0braHO XBaTaeT kode, odbemamu kopMuT Pamca, a Ha yxuH s 6epy 4TO-HUOYIH
OBICTPOTO MPUTOTOBJICHUS U3 Mara3uHa HEToAaJeKy.

— Xopommas cucteMa. U rimaBHOe SKOHOMHAasA, — yabIOHYIach BepoHnka, HaMeKkast Ha HepaOOTaIOIMK XOJIOAMIIBHUK.

IIpuroroBnenue yxuHa jemio Ha ee Iedd. OHa B3sulach 3a J1eno ¢ 3HTy3uasmMoMm. C Tex mop, Kak oHM ¢ Murel
nepeexany kK 6adyike, KyxHed W BCeM YTO ¢ HEW CBs3aHO 3aHMManachk Panca. BepoHuka u He aymana, uTo OyIeT cKydarh
110 CKOBOPOJaM U MHUCKaM.

[ToxxapuB OTOMBHBIE M3 CBUHHHBI W CHEJIaB cajaT M3 CBEXXHUX OBOIEH, BepoHuka Hakpbuta cton u mosasia Cepres
YKUHATh.



— S Bugen MuTtro, korza 3abupan yasuk, — cKazall My>KUHlHa, T0Ka OHa pa3jirBaja Jai.

Pyka BepoHHKH HEmpoOM3BOJBHO JIPOTHYIA, U OHA €/1Ba HE IPOJIMJIa KHUISATOK cebe Ha Horu. IlocTaBMB 4aliHMK Ha
IJIUTY, OHA CIIPOCHIIA:

— OH BBITVIAIET CYACTIUBLIM?

— He Tep3atics nonycty, — mocoBeToBai Cepreil. — CBeTnaHa ['eoprueBHa Kymnuja ero JOPOrMMH MOJApKaMH, HO
MPOUIET HEMHOTO BPEMEHH, U OH COCKYUUTCS IO Mame. Hukakue Urpymku He 3aMEHST MaTePUHCKYIO JIFOOOBb.

— Xopomo ecnu Tak. S o Hemy yxacHo ckydaro. [locnenqnue U MBI peIKO BUIEIUCH U 3TO LEJIUKOM MOSI BUHA.

— Kak ycTpounacs? — cmenms teMmy Ceprei.

Beponuka npuHsiack XBanuTh 10M. [lenana oHa 3To oT uyncToro cepamna. OH eif, B camoMm jaelie, moHpaBuics. OHa He
npeJmnoaraia, 4To e OyJeT 3/1ech HaCTOJIBKO KOM(pOPTHO, CIIOBHO OHA B FOCTSX Y CTApPOro JIpyra.

Yaii OoHM BBIIUIM TUTHh Ha YIUIly. Bepanmbl He ObUIO, 3aTO MMEIOCHh KPBUIBIO. J[epeBSHHBIE CTYNEHU 3a JCHB
MPOTPENTUCh HA COJHIIE M TENeph OXOTHO MEIIINCH TEIUIOM, OyATO B HUX BCTPOCH MOIOTPEB, KaK B aBTOMOOMIIBHBIX
CUJICHBSIX.

— MHe He XBaraeT ChlHa, — IOXKajoBajdach BepoHuka. — Mpbl HUKOTJ]a HE paccTaBaIUCh C HUM OOJblle, YeM Ha
noyaHs. S, HaBepHOE, COMTy C yMa, €CJIM He YBUIKY €ro B OJrKaiIiee BpeMs.
— M1 uTo-HUOYnE puayMaeM, — 3aBepuil ee Cepreif. — CeTiiana ['eoprueBHa He clieUT 3a peOCHKOM, a ¢ HIHEH

JIETKO JOTOBOPUTHCS.

— A BIpYyr MEHS CHOBa OOBHHST B TIOIBITKE €r0 YKPacTh?

— 3HauuT, clieJaeM BCe TaK, YTOOBI HUKTO HE y3HAN O Balllel BCTpeue, — MOCTaBUII TOUKY B oOcykaeHun Cepreu.

Beponuka noauBuiachk npo ceds ero HemokoJeOMMoN YBEpEHHOCTH B CBOMX cHiIaXx. BoT Obl eif Tak! A TO OHA BEYHO
BCEr0 OMacaeTcsl, OMIAABIBACTCS M0 CTOPOHAM, TOYHO €€ MpecleaytoT. Mex 1y TeM, OHa JIaBHO BbIpOCIa U Teepb OTBEYAaeT
HE TOJIBKO 32 cebd, HO U 32 MuTio. OHa 1o/kHa ObITh cUIbHON. Eciu He pagu ce6s, To X0Ts ObI paju HEro.
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C Tex nmop kak MuTs BEpHYICS, OH IOYTH HE BBIXOAMI M3 JoMa. M neno BoBce HE B TOM, YTO €My 3alpeliaioch
MOKUJaTh ero mpeaenasl. OH caM 3TOro He XOoTesl. B cBOM ceMb JIeT OH BHEPBbIE HACTOJIBKO MPUBSA3AICSA K OKpYXKaromiei
00CTaHOBKE.

C ero poXxaeHusi OHU C MaMOW KWK B OMHOKOMHATHOM KBapTHUpE, HO MPH 3TOM MUTS TOYHO 3HAI: Tak OymeT He
BCerna. DTO BPEMEHHBII NepeBajOuHbId MyHKT Ha MyTH K HCTUHHOMY npuctanumly. 1 Bot oH, HakoHel, ero oOpen. Hu 3a
4TO Ha cBeTe MUTS He comlacuTces yexarb u3 goMa. JKanb Mama He pas3zesnsiia ero Jo0BU K 3TOMY MeCTy. DTO 0ropyaio, HO
OH HE Tepsul HAJACKIbl, YTO OJHAXIbI OHA BCE TIOWMET U MOIIOOUT I0M HE MEHBIIE.

CreHbl JoMa OKa3auch MUTH pofHEe BCEX MPOXKUBAIOIIMX 3/IECH JTOIeH. MallBuuK HE MOT JI0 KOHIIa OOBSICHUTHh CBOUX
qyBcTB. [Ipo cebs 0H cpaBHUBAT OCOOHSK € YOSKHUIIEM, B KOTOPOM MOXHO YKPBITCSI OT HEB3TOJ. DTO €ro KPerocTh U OH B
HEU KOPOJIb, a IO COBMECTUTEILCTBY U TJIABHBIN phillapb. CaMblii CUJIBHBIN U CAaMbIii OECCTPAIIHBIN.

Hsas, Buas, yto MuTs Bener ces MpUMEpHO, BCE Yallle OCTaBysuIa ero oqHoro. OH MOIb30BajICs 3TUM U YCKOJb3al B
KOMHary Kk 6alymke. OHa yroimajia ero oOBCSIHbIM II€YeHbEeM, pacCcKa3blBajia UCTOPUHU U3 CBOEH JKU3HU U TIO3BOJISIA PHITHCS B
KOpoOKax.

OTOT pa3 He cTaa ucKiIoueHneM. Kak Tonbko HSHS BBIILIA 32 IBEPh, CKA3aB, YTO OTHPABISAETCS HA KYXHIO, TIOTOBOPUTD
¢ Paucoil, Mutsa mMBIrHY1 B KOpUAOpP Bciex 3a Heil. 110 ombITy OH 3Haj, Y4TO PasroBOP JBYX JKCHIIMH MOXET UIUTHCS
gacamu. Ho naxxe eciii HAHSI BEpHETCS MOpaHbIIe, CKPUIT JIECTHULIBI IPEAYIPETUT O MPUOIMKAIOIIEICS yrpo3e.

Murts mocTydan B IBepb K 0adyllKe U, MOJIy4YuB IpUriamerHue, Bomesn. CerofHs ero x/jana eBa Jid He camasi OoJbIas
KOpoOKka u3 umeronmxcsi B komHare. OH ¢ yIOBOJIbCTBHEM MPEIBKYILAJ, Kak OylIeT Mo ouepeu JAOCTaBaTh U3 HEE CTapble
Oymaru. OHM TaxjiM Kak TOABaJ, B KOTOPOM JIaBHO He yOupanuch. MoKeT eMy MOBE3eT, U OH HaWJeT KaKylo-HuOyIb
3a0aBHYIO 0€3/1eNyIIKY, KaK 3TO CIy4UJIOoCh BUepa, Korma emy B pyku nonai «Kyouk Pyouka». babymka pazpenmia 3abpars
ero cebe, ¥ MUTS He yCHYI, TIOKa HEe cOOpaj roJ0BOJIOMKY.

[ToMmumo urpymex B kopoOKax 4acTo BcTpeuanuch dororpadhuu. Mx oH Toxke modwmi. JIroau B CTpaHHBIX Hapsaax,
KaKuX YK€ He YBHJIWIIL Ha YIWILE, CMOTpEId Ha HEro co CHUMKOB. PasmisabpiBas depHo-Oenbie ¢oTo, MuTs Hayan
nobauBarecsi QoroanmnaparoB. OHM CIOBHO Kpasld YelIOBEUEeCKHe IYyIIM, HaBCerna 3aleyarbiBas WX Ha JINCTE IIISIHIIEBOU
Oymaru.

CeronHst eMy cHoBa momnanuch gororpaduu. llemas cronmka nexana HaBepxy KopoOku. Ha xaxmom ¢(oto, Tak uiau
MHaye, IPUCYTCTBOBAT BBICOKHI Xymoil MyxunHa. CBoel OJeIHOCTBIO OH HAMOMHUJI MuTe HpHUBHICHHE. A ele eMmy
MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OH YK€ TIe-TO BHUJET 3TOro MyXuuHy. OH COCPEJOTOYEHHO H3ydaj €ro JIMIO, IMOKa He BCIIOMHUII:
IIOX0’KMM Ha HETO YEJIOBEK NMPUXOAUJ HENABHO K WIKOJIE; CTOSUI U CMOTpel npsiMo Ha Mutio. OH Toraa He nmpuaal 3TOMY
3HAUEHHUs, a Terephb 3auHTepecoBajcsa. UTo aenan 4enoBek ¢ 0aOymKuHOW (GoTorpaduu psaoM ¢ ero MmKoJoi? 3ademM oH
npuxoaua? MuTte cTano HHTEpECHO, KTO 3TOT MYXXYHHA, H OH CIIPOCUT y Oa0yIIKH.

Ta B3sina omny u3 ororpaduii. Joaro cMorpena Ha Hee, TOTOM Ha MHUTIO U OnATh Ha (OTO HE3HAKOMIIA. A TOCIE
cKasaja:



— DTO0 TBOH OTEIlL.

MuTtsi pencTaBisul mamy mo-apyromy. B ero ¢daHTtasusx orer ObUT KamUTAaHOM AAlbHETO IJIaBaHUsS. 3aropelblii ¢
Oeno3yooit ympiOKoW. Mnm netumkom wucnbiTarenieM. B BoeHHON (opme ¢ opaenamu Ha rpyau. Ha Xxymol konerp
noyispHUKOM. C 0OBETPEHHBIM JIUIIOM U B €HOTOBOW Imanke. Ho y’x TOUHO HE TOIMM OJICKJIBIM MY>KYHHOU B TOTPEIIaHHOM
KOCTIOME.

I'nsans Ha HETO, MUTS HUKAK HE MOT MPUYyMaTh, KeM paboTas 3TOT YeJIOBEK, a MOTOMY MOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— Kewm on 66117

— Kasxercsi, ero J0/DKHOCTE Ha3bIBaJlaCh MEHEDKEp, — HEYBEPEHHO OTBeTHIIA Oa0yIIKa.

Muts momoprmics. Menemkep coBceM He repomdeckas nmpodeccus. Korma mama ckasama, yto mama ymep, Muts
MOAyMaJl: OTEll — HACTOSIMH cMmensdak — rmorub B O6opbbe 3a Poguny Ha BoifHe. HeBakHo, uTO 3TO OBUIA 3a BOIHA.
3HavyeHue uMen caMm (GakT ero TParnuecko M 0THOBPEMEHHO FepONUECKON CMEpTH.

— OH ObUT XOpOLIIMM YeJIOBEKOM, — Ipou3Hecia 6adymika. — OH Obl TeOe MOHpaBUIICS.

MuTs cornacuics, 9To0sl ee He 00uaeTh. Cenyronyio pororpaduio oH paccmMaTpuBai 0COOEHHO MPUCTAIBHO. 371ECh
oTua ObUT Takol 0OpeyYeHHBIH BU, YTO MuTe crasno ero xanko. HaBepHoe, nmamna ObUT O4eHb HECYACTHBIM YEJIOBEKOM.

MuTs paccTpomics: y Hero ObUlT IIaHC OTOBOPUTH C OTILIOM, HO OH €ro YHYCTHI. AX, ecliid Obl OH 3HaJI TOI/Ia, KEM ObL1
TOT Y€JIOBEK Y IIKOJIbI, OH OBl caM K HeMY Moio1esl. MoxkeT, OH Obl CyMel CIacTH mary.

Muts akkyparHo BepHy1 (oTorpadguu Ha Mecto. EMy pacxoTenock pbeIThesi B KOpoOke. BMecTo 3TOoro oH BrepBbie 3a
HECKOJIBKO JHEW OLIyTHJI KEJIaHUE BBINTH HA YIULLY.

OH cnycTuiCcs B KyXHIO M MOMPOCUIT Y HSIHU pa3pelleHue nporynsitees B caxy. Cyast Mo ToMy, Kak Ta Mmopkaia ryobl,
€ro JKJiaJ OTKa3, HO B pa3roBOp BMelIanach Kyxapka. OHa ckaszana, YTO HUYEro CTPAIHOTO ¢ HUM He ciydutcs. B camy
pabortaet Cepreii. OH 3a peOEHKOM U IPUCMOTPHUT.

Tax MuTs nonyuun kapt-6nanmL. Cremys yKkazaHUSIM JKCHIIMH, OH OTIIPABUJICS HA TIOMCKHU caqoBHUKA. OH ObLT 3HAKOM
c maneit Cepexeii. Tor emy gake HpaBuiicsa. OH ObUT CHUTBHBIM U cMebIM. Kak pa3 Takoi, KaKUM OH MeuTajl BUJIECTh OTIIA.
OTpICKaB MY)KUMHY CPEJIM BUILHEBBIX JEPEBHEB, MUTSI TO3A0POBAJICS.

— Ilpuset, — msans Cepexa yabIOHYJICS €eMy IIMPOKO U TT0-100poMy. — UTO THI 371€Ch Aeaeib?

— I'ynstto. Hsanst Benena HallTH Bac, 9TOOBI BBl 32 MHOW IIPUCMAaTPHUBAJIH, U 51 HE HaJeNal TIyHOCTeH.

— A TBI 4aCTO JeJaelllb TIYMOCTU? — MPULLYPUJICS CAJOBHUK.

Murts 3agymancs. OH He 3amedan 3a co0oi Huuero nogooHoro. Ho crioputh co B3pocibiMu cede mopoxke. [ToaTomy on
OTBETHUJI:

— briBaeT nHorma.

— Xouenb ToM04b? — IS POTSAHYI €My KUCTOYKY, KOTOPOU KPacHujl CTBOJIBI IEPEBLEB B OCIIBII I[BET.

MuTst ¢ 0X0TOH B3sICS 3a JesI0. DTO OBUIO HOBOE IS HETO 3aHSATUE: PUCOBATh Ha JepeBbsX. [0 3TOro oH aymarn, 4To
PHUCYIOT TOJIBKO Ha Oymare.

Bummn Ha mHsX 3anBenn. VX TuBHBINA apomar BUTAN HaJ TOJIOBAMU MaxXydnuM OOIakoM. benbie mBETHl HAIOMUHAIU
CHEXMHKH, OCEBIIME HA BETBSIX U HE XKeEJNaIoLe TasTh.

MuTsl, 3aKyCUB SI3bIK, THIATEIBHO Kpacuil cTBoJ. CaHTUMETp 3a CAHTUMETPOM. 3aHATHE ero yBiekJso. Kakoe-To Bpems
OHM paboTanu Moi4a, a moToM Jsaas Cepexa CIpOCHII:

— TrI ckydaens o Mame?

MutnHa pyka 3acThlla B CAaHTHMETPE OT CTBOJia JAepeBa. Houblo, mocime TOro kak Mama ylula, OH IUIaKal M Jaxe
HEMHOTO XaJiell, YTO COBpaj OyaTo xodeT ocTarbes ¢ Oadymkoit Ceroit. B melicTBuTensHOCTH 3TO ObLIO HE Tak. Ho ckaxu
OH 3TO, U Mama HEIPEMEHHO YBE3€ET €ro, a Toro oH Oosuics 6oibiue Bcero. Ho MmoxkHo 1 toBeputhes asne Cepexe?

— Ckyuaro. S npocun 6abymiky CBeTy, 4TOObI MaMa >KHJIa C HAMU.

D10 ObUIa uMcTas mpasaa. Tonbko 06alyllka B OTBET CTPAHHO HAa HEro MocMoTpesa U yuvia. MUTS Tak ¥ HE MOHsI,
BBITTOJTHUT OHA €r0 MPOCKOY UK HET.

— Iloyemy ke ThI HE yexaa ¢ MamMou?

— IloTroMy 4TO OHA HE XOYET TYT KUTbh. A 3TO HE TPABUIIBHO.

— C 4ero ThI TaK pemmi?

— MHe npucHUICS OIMH s, — Ipu3Haics Muts. — OH cKa3all, YTO 3TO MOH JIOM, U sl IOJDKEH TYT OCTaThCsl.

Hsans Cepreil o3agadyeHo MOCMOTpPeN Ha Hero. MHTS 4yBCTBOBaJ, KOorma emMy He BepATr. Ho OoH He cTal BUHUTH
canoBHuka. CoH U mpaBna ObUI cTpaHHBIM. YenoBeka, KOTOPBI TOBOPUI C HUM, OH BHUJEN Ha (OTO B KOMHare OalyIIKu.
Ona Ha3pBasia ero MmyxeM. OH npucHUICS MuTe cpasdy mocie UCTOPUH ¢ BOJIeOHON mockoil. C Tex mop Muts TBepc
3HAJ, YTO JIOJDKEH OCTATHCS B IOME.

— BoT oHo uT0, — nipousHec gsas Cepreit, a motom n06aBuia: — Ho Beab ThI Xouelb yBUIETHCS ¢ MamMOit?

— Ee kak xouy, — KUBHYJI Murs.

— Ilpuxomu 3aBTpa B can. Ona Oymaer TeOs >Kmarh. TOJBKO HUKOMY HE paccKasplBaid O HallleM J0TOBOpe, —
Mpeaynpeani CaIoBHUK, — a TO HUYETO HE BBIAJET.
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Beponuka nepuuuana. [lnan Cepres ObUT MOJOH U3BSIHOB, HO OHA YXBaTHJIACh 32 BO3MOXKHOCTh YBUIETh ChIHA, KaK
XBAaTaeTCsl YTOMAIOIMK 3a Kpail cmacarenbHOi noaku. HeaxkHo, uTo Tam OyneT naniblie, IJJaBHOE OHA CHOBA OOHHUMET
Murtio. A moTOMY OHa MoJI4a CHOCHJIa HeY100CTBa, a UX ObLIO HE MaJIo.

Hauare ¢ TOro, 4yTo JA€Hb BBIAJICS Ha YIMBICHHE 3HOMHBIM, M TOX MIEPCTSHBIM IUICOM COBEPILEHHO HEYEM OBLIO
Ieimarh. bonbiie Bcero Ha cBeTe BepoHuka xoTena BhIOpAThesl U3 YKPBITHS U B3JOXHYTh MOJIHOM TPYIbIO, HO PUCK, YTO €€
3aMETHAT, ObUT CIMILIKOM BEJIUK.

Ona He MoIIa B OTKPBITYIO 3a4BUTHCS K oMy CBeTnanbl ['eoprueBnsl,  Torga Cepreid npuyman MpUBE3TH €€ TaifHO,
Ha 33JHEM CHUJCHUU ya3uka. KTo cTaHeT 3armisapiBaTh B aBTOMOOWIIb CaJIOBHUKA U BBLICHATH, YTO CKPBIBACTCS MO CTaPhIM
mwieaom?

[Tomumo Toro, 4yro BepoHHKe €XKECEeKYHIHO MPUXOIUIOCH OOPOTHCS ¢ 0OMOPOKOM OT 3Kapbl M acUKCHEH, TaK OHa
elle kpaitHe HeynoOHoO cuzaena. YToObl yMEeCTUTHCA MO/ MIJIEI0M U HE BBI3bIBATH MOA03PEHUN, OHA YCTPOUIJIACh HA KOPTOUYKaAX
Ha I0JIy ya3uKa MEXy IepeHUM U 3aJHUM cueHbIMU. Horu 3arexinn momenTanbHo. [locnenHrne HECKOIBKO MUHYT IIYyTH
Beponuka u3o Bcex cuil 60pojoch CO CTOHAMU.

HaxkoHer, cBepumiIoch 4ylo: ya3uk OCTaHOBHWIICA. BepoHuka OnaropasymHo »kaana curHai. Ha »To ymwia eme mapa
MHHYT, OKa3aBIMXCs €l BeuHocThl0. Ho BoT Cepreii ciepHyn ¢ Hee e, U OHA pa3orHyiack. [lepBbie 1BUKEHUS TATUCh C
TpyzoMm. OHa yyBcTBOBaJa ce0sl, KaK 4eJIOBEK, KOTOPHII 3aHOBO YUUTCS XOIUTH IOCJIE CEPbE3HON TPAaBMBIL.

Cnepsa Beponuka pacnpsamuna cnuny. [lomaccupoBaia mosicHUIy, yCKOPsisi IPUTOK KPOBH K 3aTEKIIMM KOHEYHOCTSIM.
OHa omlyTHiia JEeTrKoe MOKaJbIBAHUE B HOTaX, MOCJIEIHUE HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OHM HE IOJAaBaJd MPU3HAKOB XU3HU. OHa
YXBaTUJIACh 32 CIIMHKY CUAECHBS U MOATSAHYIACh, PACHPIMIIASA KOJIEHHU.

— Tr1 kak? — Cepreii ¢ COUyBCTBUEM CMOTpEI Ha HEE.

— HanomHuu MHE B ciienyrommi pa3, Koraa s 3ayMar OYepeaHyIO TIIYIIOCTh, 00 3TOU MOe3/Ke.

— 3aueM? — He MOHSUT OH.

— MoerT, s 01yMaroCh.

Cepreit mpemnoxun Beponuke pyky. C ero moMmoIpio oHa BelOpanack u3 yasuka. [Ipuns B ceds, ocMoTpenach U HE
y3Haja MecTa.

— Kyna te1 Mens npuBe3? — cnpocuia Beponuka.

— DT0 3a0poreHHas 4acTh caaa, — noscHmn Cepreii. — Croma peako, KTo XonuT. Bon Tam, — OH yka3ain Ha capai,
ITOXO0’KMH Ha YyThb PA3JaBLUIMICS BIIMPb CEIbCKUN TyalleT, — s XpaHIO MHCTPYMEHTBIL. Tl Mon0kAeb MUTIO BHYTPH.

Cepreil OTKpBUT 3aMOK Ha capae W >KeCcToM mpumiacuy BepoHuky BHyTph. OHa HE MOIJIa MOXBACTaTbCs BBICOKUM
POCTOM — €€ POCT COCTaBJISUI CTAaHAAPTHBIE METP CEeMBbJECAT, U 00yBb BepoHuka Hocuiia 6e3 KabiaykoB, HO i MPHUILIOCH
HarHyThCsl, YTOOBI BOUTH. TakuM HU3KHUM ObUT IBEPHOM MPOEM.

B capae ObUlo Tak e TECHO, KaK MEXIYy CHACHBSIMHU Yya3HKa. BoJbllyl0 YacTh MPOCTPAHCTBA 3aHUMAaJl CaJIOBBIN
uHBeHTaph. Jlomarel, rpabiu, Beapa U emle Kydya Heu3BecTHhIX Beponuke npeameroB. OHU CTOSUIM BAOJb CTEH PsIaMU, TaK
9TOOBI K KOKJIOMY UMeEJICS CBOOOAHBIN AOCTYM. JInib HeOOMBIIOH MATOYEK OKOJIO caMoro Bxozia Obl1 cBoboneH. Ero kak pa3
XBaTaja0, 4TOOBl BOWTH, MPOTSAHYTh PYKY M B35ATh HEOOXomMMbIC A paboThl Benwm. Jlaxke ABEph 3a COOOM MPUKPBITH HE
MOJIyYUTCSI.

— borock, MHE 371eCh HET MecTa, — cKa3zayia BepoHuka.

— OTO MBI celiuac UCIIPABUM.

Cepreil BelHEC Ha YIHMILy HECKOJIBKO BeZlep pa3HOro KaiuOpa, rpaldmu ais cOopa Cyxol JUCTBBI U TSMKY C OCTPHIMU
3yObsiMu. Takoil HMYEro He CTOUT YOUTH yesloBeka. BepoHHKa HEBOJBHO MOCTOPOHUIACH, KOTa OH IMPOHOCUI T'PO3HOE
OopyZre MUMO Hee.

— JlaBayi, nOMOry, — IpeUI0KUIIa OHA.

— HezaueMm Tebe TspxecTn Tackarb. K TOMy ke y MEHS 371eCh OCOOBIM MOPSIOK. DTO KaK B apMHUM — Y KaXKJI0W Bl
JIOJDKHO OBITH CBOE MECTO.

— Tak s akKypaTHO.

Cepreii oTBeTHI OYepeHOI Oalikoii:

— bein y Hac omuH mokaszarenbHbIM chydail. [Ipuieren Kk HaM Ha TOCAAKY BEPTOJET: MOTOp IISHYTh M OOKa
noakpacutk. Pebsita moctaBuim 0aHKY ¢ Kpackoi psiioM ¢ 60pTOM, a Korna yneTanu, 3adpanu ee ¢ coboif. Ho Ha acdanbre
oT Hee Oenblii Kpyr octancs. CrycTs mapy jeT OHM CHOBAa K HaM 3alIsIHYJIM U HAaTKHYIMCh Ha TaKyl0 KapTHUHY: COJIAThI
MOAPUCOBBIBAIOT OYEPTAHHS TOrO KPyra, 4To OCTaJICs Mociie OaHKH. A KOTja JETUYUKH CIIPOCHUIIM Y COJJar: «3adeM 3TOT
Kpyr HY)X€H?», T€ OTBETHJIM, YTO CAMHU HE 3HAKOT, HO pa3 YK OH €CTh, TO HAJ0 €ro comepxkarb B mnopsake. Bor 3To
aKKypaTHOCTb. IlITaTCKUM TaKOW YUUTBCS U YUUTHCS.

B capae crano mpoctopHee. B3pociblii 4ellOBEK BIOJHE MOI BTUCHYTHCS MEXKIY JIONATOM U Tra30HOKOCUIIKOM, YTO
Beponuka u cnenana. Cepreit mpuKpbUl ABEPb, OCTABUB HEOOJIBIIYIO MIEJKY JJIS MPUTOKA BO3ayxa. Uepes Ienb MPOHUKAT ¥



COJIHEUHBIN CBET. BepoHnKa 3amepiia Ha OTBEACHHOM €i y4acTKe W IocTapayiach pacciaaOuThes. J[BUTaThCsi ObUTO OMAcHO:
100011 HEaKKypaTHBIM B3MaxX PYKH 3aKOHUUTCS TIOTPOMOM.

Cepreii ymien, mpuxBaTuB ¢ co00W WHCTpyMeHTHL. [lo miaHy oH He MOJDKeH ObLI NMpHUBIEKarh K ceOe BHUMaHUE,
3aHUMasACh 00bIUHOM paboToil B caay. Korma mosBuTcss MuTs, OH OTBEeET €ro K capaio, r1e BepoHuka cMOXKET CIIOKOHHO
mooOm@aTees ¢ chiIHOM. Hukornma oHa He aymana, 4To /i BCTPEUU C COOCTBEHHBIM peOSHKOM MOHAI00UTCs n300paxarp U3
ceOs ImuoHa.

Bompeku oxunanusiM ee mpeOblBaHHME B capae UIMIIOCh HENOAro. BepoHuka He ycmena 3acKydarb, KOTZAA C YIHIIBI
MOCIBIIIAUCH ToJIoca. B mepByio cekyHay OHa HMcCIyrajiack, penms, Oynro Cetiana ['eoprueBHa pasragana uX IUIaH, HO
MOTOM MOHSUIA, YTO OJUH U3 roBopsmx pedeHok. binzocts MuTu nunmia ee 3apaBoro cMbicia. [103a0bB 06 omacHocTH,
OHa PUHYNACH K CHIHY.

JIBepb capast ¢ ONIyIMTEIbHBIM TPECKOM YapHiIach O CTEHY, Korna BepoHuka pacnaxnyna ee ygapoM JaJoHu. MuTts B
cornpoBokaenun Cepres men mo TponuHKe. BepoHuka moOexana K HEMY HaBCTpedy. YNaB Ha KOJEHH, OOHsUIa ChIHA U
npuxana K rpynd. He MeHbIle MUHYTBI OHa OCHIIAJa €ro JIMIO MOLENyIMH, [OKa OH HE Hadal CONPOTHBIATHCS,
BBICBOOOXIASACH U3 KPETIKUX MAaTEPUHCKUX OOBITUH.

— MuTeHbka, ponHeHbKUH, — BepoHuka OTCTpaHMIIach, HO MO-MPEXHEMY JepikKaja ChblHA 3a IUleud, OO0siCh €ro
OTITYCTUTH XOTh Ha MUT. — Kax Tb1? Tebs He o6mxkaror?

— Y MeHs Bce XOpOoIlo, — OH BBIMYYEHHO YABIOHYICS. — JKanb, Thl HE MOXKEIb KUTh C HAMHU.

Beponuka 3akycuiia HIKHIOIO T'yOy, CIepKUBast CJIe3bl, U CKa3aa:

— Ckopo mbI cHOBa Oyznem BMecte. S Tebe obemaro. [Torepnu HeMHOTO.

— 5] He xouy ye3xkaTbh, — 3as1BUI Muts. — MHe TyT HpaBUTCS.

Beponuka cymena B3sTh ce0sl B PyKH U CKPBITh HETIPUATHBIN 0caJioK mociie ero cioB. OHa yxe clbliaia U3 YCT ChIHA O
TOM, YTO OH XOUET OCTAThCS, HO HA/leAIach, YTO U3-3a PA3JILYKHU OH U3MEHUJ MHEHUE.

— Hy, xopo1o, — Beponuka npuriaauia Bojsockl MUTH, — MOKUBHU MOKa y 0a0yIIku, a TaM BUIHO Oy/eT.

Murts ynbiOHyncs. Kak TONBPKO OH MOHSUI, 4TO €ro He 3a0epyT M3 JIOMa, €ro HAacCTPOCHHE BMUT YIydnmiock. OH
MIPUHSUIICS paccKasblBaTh, KaK BKYCHO TOTOBUT Pamca, kak oH urpaet B KomHare 0alyiiku. Beponuka ciymana u gymana o
TOM, 4yTO omnaceHus Ceeriansl ['eoprueBHsl He OecriouBeHHBI. J[axke ecnin BepoHuka yBe3eT cblHa, TO OH BEpPHETCA CIOJA,
KOTzla moJpacTeT U norpelyer HacnenacTBo. OHa He 3HANA, YeM UMEHHO €ro IMPHUBIEKAeT 3TO MECTO, HO ObLIO OYEBHIHO:
MuTts UCKpeHHE BIIOOJICH B IOM M €T0 OKPECTHOCTH.

— Kak tBos pyka? — BepoHnka 0CTOpOKHO KOCHYJIACh THIICA.

— CoBceM He 60muT. JJokTop 0b6eman, 4To CKOPO CHUMET TUTIC, — MOXBaTMiIcs MUTs.

Beponuka ynbibnynacs. Kak MUHMMYM 0JTHa XOpoIiiasi HOBOCTb.

Bce Bpems ux 6ecenpl Cepreii crost B cropoHe. OH He BMEIIMBAJICA B pa3roBOp, IMOKa HE HAacTaja IMopa MpoIIaThCs.
Beponuka Hamocsie1ok 0OHsUIa ChIHA U CIIPOCHIIA Y Ca/IOBHUKA:

— Yro MHe nenats?

— Iloligems o Tpome A0 3apocieid. B Hux ecth na3. OH Benmer Ha nosie. OTTyaa HENAJIEKO A0 MOEro Aoma, — OH
MIPOTSAHYJ €1 KIIIOYH.

Beponuka B3mis0oM nmpoBoauiia ynajistonmecss Gurypsl ceiHa U Cepres, U TOJBKO MOCIE TOrO, KaK OHU CKPBUIUCH U3
BUJIa, OTIIPABHIJIACH HA TIOMCKHU JBIPHI B 3a00pe.

Ocrarok a5t oHa npoBena B qome Cepres. [lo3BoHUIA anBoOKary, pacckasana o cutyanuu ¢ Muteid. Tor He ocobo ee
noaOo/IpHII, CKa3aB, YTO YBO3HUTh peOeHKA TallkoM He cienoBajio. BepoHuka paccrpounach eme cuiibHee. OTKyna el 66110
3HaTh, YTO BO3BPALICHUE B POAHON rOpOJ MOCUNUTAOT MOXUILIEHUEM ?

XKenas orOmaronaputs Ceprest 3a cBujanue ¢ Muteil, Beponuka npurotoBuia napckuid yxuH. Kynuna B marazune
¢bune KypHIlpl U CIMBKH, a B IKady Haluia MakapoHbl. VHrpeIueHThl MOAXOOWIM JUIsl UTANbSIHCKOM macThl. BepoHuka
B3sJIACh 332 TOTOBKY C DHTY3Ma3MOM.

BxonmHast 1Bepb OTKpbUIaCh B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJa OHA BBIKJIFOUMJIA Ta3 IMOJA CKOBOPOIOM C macToil. BeiTepeB pyku o
NepeIHUK, OHA BBIIIUIA B KOPUJIOP: BCTpeUaTh Xo3siMHa JoMa. Cepreil ynbIOHYCs, YBUIIEB €€, U CIIPOCHIT:

— Kak npomen neHsb?

Beponuka noxaina nnedamu. PacckassiBarh Ob110 Heuero. Ho Bce paBHO ATOT MPOCTOM BOMPOC, TO, KAK OHU BEAYT ceOs
— BCE HAIIOMHUHAJIO € Bedep B OOBIYHON ceMbe. He XBaranmo TOJBKO ChIHA, PaJOCTHO BBIOETAOIIETO HAaBCTpedy oTiy. OT
STOW MBICIIU 3aIEMUIIO B Tpyau. IMEHHO O Takoif ’KM3HU OHa Bcerna MeuTajna. BepoHUKe He HYKHBI ObUIH JIOPOTHE SXTHI,
MOE3/IKU Ha JIydlliie KypopThl MUpa. Bce 0 ueM oHa MeuTajnga — UMETh OTOpY, JIOOUTh M OBITH TIIOOMMOW W HUKOTIA OOJIbIIE
HE CTpaJaTh OT OAUHOYECTBA.

Cepreii IlyMHO BTSIHYJ HOCOM BO3/yX U BOCXUTHJICS:

— Kak BkycHo naxuer!

BepoHuka 10oBosbHO paccmesnach. /[0 4ero mpusTHO TOTOBUTH JUISl TOTO, KTO B COCTOSIHUM OLIEHUTh TBOU CTapaHUs.
Koneuno, MuTs Toke roBOPUT «cracu®o», HO BCE PaBHO 3TO HEMHOT'O JIPYroe.



— Moii pyk# U UJIEM yKUHATh.

[Toxa Cepreii mpomajgan B BaHHOW, BepoHuka eme pa3 mpoBepuiia CEpBUPOBKY cToja. Pasmiaguna canderku,
nonpasuiia Tapenku. Eif xorenoch, 4TOOBI CeToIHs Bce ObUIO Ha BBICIIEM YPOBHE.

BaBoem onu cenu 3a cron. Cepreil OKMHYIT B3DIAJOM O€llyl0 CKarepThb, Ha KOTOpYI0 BepoHuka 4McTO CiydaifHO
HATKHYJIach B OJTHOM M3 KYXOHHBIX IIKa(OB, U CKa3a:

— He xBataer cBeyeil.

— YT0? — He NoHsJIa OHA.

— Hy, ObiBaroT Takume ManeHbKHE CBEYKH B KPYyIIOW mojacTaBke. VX emme CTaBAT Ha CTONBI B Kade, 4TOOBl cO31aTh
atMmocdepy.

— DOro Oymer yxe mepebop, — YIbIOHYIach OHa. BepoHHMKE HEIOBKO OBUIO MPU3HATHCA, HO HJIES CO CBEYaMU
npunviack € mo BKycy. OmHa Oefa: cBeYM HAcTpauMBajld Ha POMAHTHYECKWW Jaja, a OHa He 3Hana, kak Cepreit 3To
BOCIIPUMET.

— Murts ipocut, 9TOO0BI 4 etie puBen Tebs, — npousHec Cepreid, mpoOys nacty. Kak Tonpko mepBas mopuus 0Jrona
Iornaua eMy B pOT, OH 3aKaTui ria3a. — boxe, 10 yero 3o BKycHo! Thl IpupOokKACHHBII TIOBap.

[Ilexn BepoHrku BCHbIXHYIHM OT OoXBaJibl. He yacTo et JoOBOAMIJIOCH CJIBIIIATH KOMIUIMMEHTHI B CBOM ajzipec. Cepreid, He
oOpaillasi BHUMaHHS Ha €€ CMYIIEHNUE, BHOBb MPUHSJICS PaCcCKa3bIBaTh OJIHY U3 CBOMX MHOTOYHCIICHHBIX 0aeK:

— bwin y Hac B wactu ciydait 3a6aBHbIi. Kak pa3 ¢ roToBko#t cBs3aHHbBIN. CoNgarsl, Ipexkae 4eM ceOe TaTyMpPOBKH
Jienarb, TPEHUPOBAIUCH Ha CBUHBIX. OIHY TaKyl0 CBHUHBIO — BCIO B HAaKOJKaX — 3ape3alid Ha YKUH. A TOJKOBHUKY
MPUCIIMYMIIO 3asBUTHCS HA KYXHIO C TPOBEPKOW. 1 BUIUT OH Takyro KapTHHY: JIE)KUT Ha CTOJIE KyCOK TYIIH C KOXEH, TaK C
IIEPBOTO B3IVIs1/1a M HE TIOHSTHO 4Ybe, a Ha HEM TaTyupoBka: «Bosa JIMb — 85».

Beponuka 4yrh He MNOJAaBWJIACH KYypHUIIEH OT CMe€Xa, MPEACTAaBUB JIMIIO MOJKOBHUKA. Cepred MNpeKpacHO yMenl
pa3psaUTh 0OCTAHOBKY.

OtcMesBIIMCh, OHA BEPHYJIACh K TEME BCTPEU C CBIHOM:

— bbuta 661 MOst BOJIS, s ObI X0MIIa HA TallHBIe CBUAaHUS ¢ MuTel kaxapii 1eHb. A Cetnana ['eoprueBHa HUYETO HE
3anono3puia’?

— Orkyna? OHa OOBIMHO 3aHSTA IBYMS BEIIAMU: COOOM M pa3MBIIUICHHSIMU O TOM, TJI€ B3STh ICHBIH.

— Heyxenu ee mojgoxeHue CTojb MiIavyeBHO?

— MHe TpyIHO CyIuTh, — OTBETUJ MYK4MHA. — Tebe Hamo cripocuTh 00 3ToM Bragumupa.

Beponuke nokasanoch, uTo oH ynoMmsHyn Bomnomto ¢ HenpusizHpio. OHa cama Oblia He B BOCTOpre OT 0OMaHYBILETO €€
MYXUMHBI, HO 32 4TO ero Hepomoonuan Cepreit?

— MB&I ¢ HUM OoJIbIIe HE 00IaeMcs, — MpU3HaIach OHa.

— Yro Tak?

— Bonoas mue nran. CkpsiBall, 4TO OH TIeMsiHHUK CBeTsIaHbl ['€OprueBHBbI.

Cepreii BCkuHyn OpOBH:

— S nyman, eI B Kypce. OO uX pOACTBE 3HAIOT BCE B TOPOJIC.

— MoKeT U Tak, TOJIbKO S He MECTHasl.

— Moe ynymenmne, — mokaudana OH rojioBoi. — S MpuUBBIK, YTO B HAIllEeM TOpPOAKE Ka)XXJIOMYy M3BECTHA Jr00asi MeIodb
JpyT 0 Apyre, ¥ 3a0bUT MOJETUTHCS HH(pOopManuen ¢ ToO0H.

— EcTb emie uyTo-HUOYAb, YTO ThI 3a0bUT MHE paccka3zaTh? — BepoHuka crnpocuiia 3To IpocTo Tak, HE pacCYUTHIBAs Ha
OTBET.

— Jlait mogymars, — Cepreil HaXMypuJICs, a IOTOM CKas3all: — ThI Be/Ib CJIBIIANIA, 4TO coepekenus CeBEepUHBIX TOCIIE
cMmeptu Jleononpaa TaMHCTBEHHBIM 00pazoM ucyesnu. Cpenn MEeCTHBIX HeOOblYaifHO MOMyNIspHa 3Ta ucTopus. MHOrue 1o
cell IEHb HAJICIOTCS OTHICKATh KJIA/.

— S Ha mHsIX BcTpevanach ¢ ObBIel m00oBHHMIICH Jleomonbaa, n OHa MHE CKa3ana o AeHbrax. Ho kman, — Beponuk:
HE cliep)kajia YCMEIIKH, — 3TO U3 00JacTh (paHTaCTUKH.

— He cxaxn, — Bo3pasun Cepreii, IpokeBaB OUEPEIHYIO MOPLUIO NACThl. — J[€HbIU B CEMbE BOJUINCH U HE MAJIbIE —
3TO (hakT. A Mocie TOro, Kak HeCUaCTHBIM 3acTpenuiics, 0JarococTOsSTHUE BHE3AMHO YIETYYHIOCh. J{OMOMIMHHO U3BECTHO,
YTO JCHET OH HUKOMY He OTJaBall. Tak r/e ke UM ObITh?

— Cgernana ['eoprueBHa Moria BTUXYIO TPATUTh UX BCE 3TO BPEMSI.

— Tol Bugena gomM u Mebens BHYTpH. M To, U pyroe B IJIAYEBHOM COCTOSIHUM U CPOYHO HYXJaeTcs B peMoHTe. He
MOX0Ke, UTO Y XO3IUKHU MOPAIOK ¢ pruHAHCAMU.

Beponuka, Oyay4n NpOTHBHUIIEH CIIOPOB, MIPEANIOYIA COTIIACUTHCS:

— Xopol1o, 1onycTuM, JIeonosnas AeHbIr'n HUKOMY He oTaaBai. YTo oH ¢ HUMu caenan?

— B atom Bca npenectb, — noamurayn Cepreit. — IIpuHATO cuuTarh, YTO OH CHPSATANl UX [JE-TO B JIOME WM Ha
MpUJIEraloNel K HEMY TEPPUTOPHH.

Bocxumennas nmoackoii pantazueid, BepoHrka noTpsiCeHHO MOKavyaa ToJIOBOM:



— Jla BaM B IOpY TYPHUCTOB IO TOPOAY BOIWTH. YBEPEHA, HAWJETCS MHOIO JKEJIAIIMX MOCIYIIATh UCTOPHUIO O
camMoyOMiiIiax u Kiazue.

— To, uro CBeTnaHa ['eoprueBHa poioM ¢ cena, Thl cliblmaina’?

— Hla, — oHa kuBHyna. — M 310 ynuBuUTENBHO. SI-TO MpEACTaBIIIIA €€ YyTh JIM HE HACIEAHULIEH apUCTOKPATUYECKOIO
pona.

— Omna yMeeT JepXarbCcsi Ha JIIOAAX. DTOr0 y Hee He OTHMMENb. A KaK HacuyeT pOMaHa MEXIy TBOUM OBIBIIMM U
Paucoii? Toxe B kypce?

— beBumM? — BepoHnuka He cpa3y fgorazsanach O KOM UIET peyb.

— 51 06 oT1e TBOeTO pebenka roropro. O bopuce.

— He moxet ObiTh! — BepoHuka cMoTpena Ha HEro IIMPOKO pacHaxHYTHIMH Ila3aMH. A BelIb OHa TOBOpWIA C
Kyxapko# o bopuce 1 Ta mpomodaia HacueT UX OTHOIICHHH.

— MHe Bce-Taku yanoch Te0st mopa3uTh, — OH CAMOJOBOJIBHO YIIBIOHYIICS.

Beponuka npomyctuna 3amedanue Ceprest MUMO yIield, 00lyMbIBasi, Kak BRIBECTH Pancy Ha 4HCTYIO BOIY.

— Tr1 nomKEeH opraHu3oBaTh MHE BCTpeuy ¢ Paucoii, — oHa cTporo nocMmotpena Ha Cepres.

— Xo4enlb CHOBa MPSATaThCs B capae?

— He B aToT pa3, — Bus, 4TO Tapesika codeceqHHKa onycrena, Beponuka nobasuina emy nactel. — OnHa Oyner Oosee
OTKPOBEHHOW Ha HEUTPAJIBLHOU TEPPUTOPHUH. 3aCTaBhb €€ MPUNTH 3aBTpa B Kade Jaca B JBa.

— U kak 51 3710 cnenato? Ilpucrasiio eif HOX K ropiy?

— 51 6b1 HA TBOEM MecCTe 3aMaHuJIa €€ XUTPOCThIO, HO TeOE BHUIHEE.

Koneuno, Beponuka myrusna, HO eif mpaBaa HeoOXonuMo moroBoputhk ¢ Pancoil. Ta MoXXeT IPOJIUTH CBET Ha CMEPTh
Bbopuca.

— Jlagno, — cornacuiicst Cepreid, — 4To-HUOYIb IPUAYMAIO.

[To Tpaauuuy OHU BBIIUIM NUTH Yall HA KPbUIbLIO. BepoHuka mosao0uia BeuepHue MOCHIEIKU. bbUTo 310pOBO CUIETE
Ha CTyNEHBbKE, CKUMATh B JIAJIOHSAX TEIUIBbI (appop M MUTh ropsuuii yail, BCIYIIMBAsCh B CTPEKOT CBEpUYKOB. HemHOro
MOPTUITU UIUJUIMIO KOMaphbl, HOPOBsIIHe 3a0parbcs Moa KoPTy U MOJaKOMHUThCS KpoBbIo. McripoOoBaB B mepBbIii Beuep Ha
ce0e MX 3BepCKUIl anmeTuT, BepoHnka HaMasanach KpeMOM OT KOMapoB U TeNeph He 3Halla MpoOIeM.

[Tocne mHeBHBIX MepekuBaHU BepoHuka onryTuiia mpusATHYIO pacciadbieHHocTh. OHA MOTSHYNIACh U 3eBHYyNa. Ceprei
NpHUOOHST ee 3a IUIeYH, U OHA CKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY €My Ha Iiedo. byab Ha ero mecte KTo-TO Apyroii, Beponuka cousna Obl
TaKoe MOBEJIEHNE BOJIBHOCTBHIO, HO C HUM Bce 00cTosu1o mHade. OHa eBa JIn MoIia OObACHUTH, B YeM COOCTBEHHO ObLIO
paznuune. IIpocto ona BocnpuHuMana Cepres kak poaHoro. Kaszanoch, OHM 3HAKOMBI HE OIUH JecATOK JeT. Eme Hu ¢
OJIHUM MY>KUYHHOU ei He Obu1o Tak KoMpopTHO. [IpekpacHoe yMUPOTBOPSIOIIEE YyBCTRO.

— Ycrana? — cupocun Cepreit, moriaauB €€ Mo roJoBe.

CronbpKko HEXHOCTHM KpBUIOCH B 3TOM IPOCTOM ABWXKEHHHM, 4TO BepoHmka Bmur pazomiena. OHa moxonuia Ha
IPEIOLIErocs Ha COJIHIE KOTa: B TOUHOCTH TaKKe )KMYPUJIACh OT yOBOJIbCTBHSL.

Beponuka He crana orBedarb. K yeMy cioBa? BMmecTo 3TOro oHa 3anmpoKvHY/a rojioBy W moBepHyna juio k Ceprero.
Omna Hajesnach Ha TOLETYH, U TOT HE 3acTaBUi ceOs kK aaTh. BepoHuka He ycriena onmoMHUThCS, kak Cepreil moaxsarui ee
Ha pyku. OH MOJHSUICA MO CTYNEHSAM KpPbUIbIA, TOJKHYII BXOAHYIO JBEPh HOTOHM, a U3 KOPUAOpa NMPSMUKOM HAlpaBUIICS B
CHAJIBHIO.

Hukorna emie oHa He HCHBITHIBANA CTOJb T'OJIOBOKPY)KUTEIBHOTO jkelaHus. Ee mopa3un coOCTBEHHBI UMIYIbC U
HEBO3MOXHOCTB YCTOATH nepea HuM. Ha mapy ¢ Cepreem oHa n30aBHiIach OT OZIEXK/IbI C TAKOH CKOPOCTBIO, TOYHO Ta Topera
Ha Hed U OT TOro, kak ObIcTpo BepoHuka CKMHET mbUIAIONIYI0 KO(PTY, 3aBUCUT ee craceHue. Kak Tonpko pyxHyna
nocienHsAs mperpajna, Beponuka npuwibHyna k Ceprero, pacTBOpwiIach B €ro CHIBHBIX pykax. Jlo paccBera oHa
MpUHaAJIekKana ToJIbko eMy. M 3To ObUI0 BOCXUTUTETBHO.

% %k 3k

[TocetuTenu kade npeanodyuTanu CTOIUKH Ha ynuue. [log HaBecoM M3 CBETIO-KOPUYHEBOTO TEHTa BCe CBOOOIHOE
MPOCTPAHCTBO 3aHMMAaJHM OeJible IUIACTMACCOBBIE CTOJBI M CTYIbs, DIagkue Ha omynb. O¢uiuaHTsl B (QUPMEHHBIX
NepeHUKaX MO/l I[BET TEHTa CHOBAJIM MEX/1y CTOJIAaMU KaK PHIObI MEXTy KOpaJlIaMHu.

B oGeneHHbIi epepsiB Bce CTOJBI ObUIM 3aHATHL, U BepoHuKa *aaja, moka ofuH U3 HUX ocBoboautcs. Koneuno, ona
Momnia npoitu B 3ai. Tam paboran xonaunumoHep. Ho kyma mpusiTHee oulymarh TyHOBEHHE HACTOSILETO BETEpKa, YeM
JBIIATh UICKYCCTBEHHO O30HMPOBAHHBIM BO3yXOM.

Haxkonen, rpymnma MOJOIbIX JTIOACH TMOAHSIIACH, OCBOOOAWB CTOJ, U BepoHuka 3aHsuta ux mecto. Jlo Ha3HaAueHHOU
BCTpeun ¢ Pamcoif ocraBajock MHHYT ABaJlarh, U OHa 3aka3ayna Kode c Oymouxoil. Cepreld TOBOpHI, YTO 371€Ch HMEKYT
OTJINYHBIE KpyaccaHbl ¢ MOBUIOM. COCEeIHHUE YIIUIIbI HACKBO3b IPONUTAINCH IMBHBIM apOMAaTOM CBEKEW BBIIICUKH.

ITpu meican o Cepree Beponuka nokpacHena. Psyiom ¢ HuM oHa npespaianacs B reinty. [Ipexae ona He nmogo3pesaia,
4TO B HEH ApemIieT cTpacTHas HaTypa. Ho TeM BocxuTuTenbHee ObLUIO OTKPBITHE.

Od¢unuant npuHec 3aka3. Kpyaccan ObUT TONBKO 4TO M3 neuyd. BepoHHKa OTKycuia Kycodyek, Terjaoe KIyOHHYHOE



MOBU/IIO HMICTMIA4Kajao TyObl, 1 OHa C HaclIaXJICHHWEM WX oOiu3aia. 3amuBasi ClaJKyl0 OylKy ropbkuM kode, Beponuka
BBIVIAbIBANIA Cpelu NpeOpBatonmx nocerutenei Paucy. Ta okaszanmach Ha yauBIeHHE MyHKTyaJdbHOH. Yachl mokaszanu
MOJIOBUHY TPETHETO — BpeMs, Ha KOTOopoe Oblla Ha3HAaYeHa BCTpeya — U Kyxapka BolUIa MO/ HaBecC.

BepoHuka npunofHsiack M IoMaxajia KEHIMHE pyKoW. Pauca, 3aMETUB aJpecOBaHHBIM €l JKECT, HallpaBUJIACh K
crosnuky. [IpuceB HanpoTuB BepoHukH, OHA KMUBHY/IA B 3HAK IPUBETCTBHS U YTKHY/IACh B MEHIO. JIMIIIHUI B3IIISIT B CTOPOHY
Beponuku ObUI € B TATOCTD.

[Tomomen ournant, Panca 3aka3ana yaii ¢ 6epraMoTOM Ha mapy ¢ KpyaccanoM. Ilocie Toro, kak oHUITHAHT CKPBUICS
3a CTEKJISTHHOM JIBEphIO Kade, KyXxapKa MoIHsUIa B30p Ha BepoHUKY U B OTKPBITYIO 3asBUIIA:

— 4 mpunuia nunk notomy, yTo MeHs nompocui Cepreit u eme paaun Mutu. OH cnaBHbId Mansauk. He xouy, 94T00BI
OH MOBTOPUJI cyas0y OTIHA.

— U na Tom cmmacu6o, — xkuBHYa Beponuka. — OTKpOBEHHO TOBOPs, MHE TBOSI CUMMATHs HU K yeMy. OT TeOs 51 K1y
OJIHOTO: TIPABJIBL.

— S u Tak paccka3zaia Bce, 4TO 3Har0, — Panca cHoBa oTBena B3I, JIryHaM TsKeo CMOTPETH B IV1a3a COOECETHUKY.

— He Bce, — nacrauBasia Beponuka. — Hanpumep, Tol yraunna, uto Te6s ¢ boprcom cBsi3piBasin OJIU3KHE OTHOIICHHS.

Ha mur meku Pancel BCbIXHYIH anbiM. PyMsiHEIT yIMBUTENBHO I K KAITaHOBBIM KYIPsIM U MOJIOYHOU Koke. 1 6e3
TOTO SIPKME KapHe I71a3a 3aCBepKalii KaK sIHTaph Ha CONMHIE. BepoHuKa ax 3a10XHY/Iach 0 TOrO ObLjIa XOpola 3Ta CelbCKast
npocryika. Kpacotoit ynctoid, npupoaHoii, He 3anaTHaHHOW. He ynuBuTensHO, 4yTo bopuc He ycTosi.

— Kax naBHO Bbl Hayaiu BcTpedaTbea? — crpocuia Beponuka, Bujis, uto Parca He HamepeHa po1oJkaTh pa3roBop.

Ta omycTuna niedn, CI0BHO C/IaBajlach HA MUJIOCTh Bpara, M OTBETHIIA:

— Ilare sieT Hazan.

— Ilsate net?! — BepoHuka HEe cMOTIJIa CKPBITH TNIYOMHY CBOETO 3aMeIIaTesIbcTBa. — [loueMy BBl HE TOKEHUITUCH?

— O uyem BbI ToBOpHTE? — Paunca rpyctHo ycMmexnynack. — Ceriana ['eoprueBHa u mMeHs, 1 bopuca cxxumna Obl co
cBeTy. OHa ObI HU 32 YTO HE M103BOJINJIA ChIHY IOPOJHUTHCS C TAKOM, KaK f.
— Cgetnana I'eoprueBHa He naneko oT Tebs ymwia, — mnpoBopyana Beponumka. OHa 10 cuUX HOp 4YyBCTBOBaIaA

OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 3a bopuca, xak 3To ObUIO, KOIZla OHA >KUJIM BMECTE, a MOTOMY HE OCTajach PAaBHOAYLIHOM K €ro
HecyacThio. Bapyr bopuc mokonumi ¢ co6oit u3-3a mpobiem B TMUHOM ku3Hu? Beponuka crpocuna o0 3Tom y Pauncer

Ta sHepruyHo 3aTpsciia roJI0BOM, ONpOBEpras e€e I0TajIKy.

— Her, Her, neno coBcem He B 3ToM. Ham ObU10 X0po1o u Tak. bopuc Hukorga Okl He MOIIeN TPOTUB BOJIM MarepH, a
MHE ObUTO BCe paBHO. JIUIb ObI OH OBLT PSIOM.

— UYTO TOJIKHYIJIO €r0 Ha TaKOW CTPAIIHBINA OCTYIOK?

— IIpoknsarue, — Pauca ckazana 3170 OyIHUUHBIM TOJIOCOM, OYATO BCE B OKPYre 3TO 3HAJIU, U OflHA TOJIbKO BepoHuka
npeObIBasia B HEBEICHDE.

— ThI B HETO BEepHUIIIL?

— Kaxas pazuuna? I'naBHoe bops B Hero Bepuin. [locneanuii rog oH TBEPIUII JUIIL O HeM. [IHs posKIeHUs O0sUICs, KaK
4yepT J1aJaHa.

— He moxer ObiTh, — He Bepuia Beponuka. — bopuc He ObUT cyeBepeH.

Pauca oTBiekimach Ha TpUHECEHHBIM O(HUIMAHTOM KpyaccaH ¢ 4daeMm. I[loka oHa ymueTtama yromeHue, BepoHuke
pasMbiisia. Mor s ctpax bopuca nepen nNpokiIsiTHEM NMPEBPaTUTHCSA B HABSA3UMBYIO MJACI0 U CTaTh HACTOJBKO CUJIBHBIM,
4TO OH YOI ceOs UMb TOTOMY, YTO Mo-HacTosAmeMy Beprii? C nepBoro B3misaa uies kazajnach abCypAHON, HO 3TO €ClIU He
3HaTh xapaktepa bopuca. XKuss ¢ HuM, BepoHuka He pa3 noamedana ero 3alukJIeHHOCTh. [lopoil uM oBnazaeBana Kakas-To
MBICJIb, U OH yBs3aJ B HEM KaK MyXa B CUPOIIE.

[TogoOHbIe HaBA3YMBBIE COCTOSHUS CIy4aJUCh HEYacTO, HO OHHM HMMeENIM MecTo. BepoHHMKa NpUIIOMHHIIA OAWMH
nokaszarenbHbI cirydaid. OgHaxasl bopuc nmpocteul. Hudero ceppe3Horo, oH mpoaoikal XOauTh Ha padoTy, MOKa KTO-TO U3
KOJUIEI HE CKas3aj, 4TO €r0 CHUMIITOMBI IIOXOKM Ha rpumim. B ToTr ke Bedep bopuc cier ¢ BBICOKOW TeMIIEparypou, a
BBI3BaHHBI Ha JIOM Bpad IOCTaBWJI AWArHo3 — rpunim. beina cepeauna sera, U 3NUAEMHS TPUIIIA TaBHO 3aKOHYMIIACH.
Cpaborano camoBHyIeHne. YeoBek, cKa3aBIIMid PO TPHIII, ObUT HACTOIBKO yOeauTeneH, yTo bopuc mosepun u, Ha caMom
nene, 3adosen. UTo mMemano 3TOMy CIIEHAPHIO MOBTOPUTHCS ¢ mpokisaTueM? Bcee uro bopucy ObII0 HY)KHO — MOBEPUTH E
pearpHOCTh MPOKJATHS, a Janblie OH yOeauna ceOs marHyTh moxa moe3n. OcTaBanoch HalTH Karaau3arop — 4eloBeKa,
KOTOPBIM BHYIIIMJI €MY, YTO IPOKJISATHE CYLIECTBYET.

— Ortkyna oH BoOOIIe ycIblmal o npokiarue? — noaymana Beponuka Beinyx. OHa Obuta yBepeHa: korna bopuc xwui ¢
HEW, OH HE MMOJ03PEBAI O IPOKIATUH.

— M3onbna KapiioBHa cuiibHO 3a HETO MepexuBaia, — OTKIMKHYnack Panca. — Kax yBugut bopuca, cpazy HaunHana
MIPUYUTATh, YTO EMY HEJOJITO OCTAJIOCh.

«M Tem cambIM moryousia BHyKa», — 3akoHumIIa 1po ce0si Beponuka. Bee Berano Ha cBon mecta. M3onpaa KapioHe
CIIy4aifHO WUIM YMBIIUICHHO W30 JHS B JIEHb BHYIIAIa bopucCy MBICIHL O Ckopoil rmbenu. Tpuamars msaTe JeT — pyoex,
KOTOpbIi OHa oOo3Haunina. M bopuc derko ero mpuaepkuBaics. OHa MPakTHYECKH BHYIIMJIA €My, YTO OH JIOJDKEH



MOKOHYUTH € CO0Oii.

— HM3onpna KapnoBHa He BuHOBara, — Paunca porajnanace no juny BepoHuku, o ueM oHa JyMmMaeT, W IMOCIELIMIa
00enuTh UM cTapyxu. — MHe MaMa pacckas3biBajia, 4To Mociie cMepTu Myxka, M3onbaa KapioBHa He Bepuiia B MPOKJIISTHE.
Tak ObUIO BIJIOTH 70 TOrO, Kak 3actpenwica Jleomonbna. Hesectka ybemuna ee, yto B cMmepTH Jleomosbaa BHHOBHC
npokisaTre. OHa TBepauia 3TO JI0 TEX MOp, OKA CTApyXa OKOHYATEJIBHO HE TOMEIIAIACh.

Beponurka HHKOI/Ia TaK BHUMATEIbHO HE ciymmania codecenHuka. OHa OyKBajIbHO BIHUTHIBAJIA KaXIyl0 OyKBY, jkanes 00
OIHOM, 4YTO HEJNb3s J0CTaTh OJOKHOT C pYy4YKOM W 3amucarh CJIoBa KyXapKd. OTO MOIIO CHYTHYTh BHE3aIHYIO
OTKPOBEHHOCTH Pancel.

— Ho orkyna bopuc 3Han comepxumoe npeacMepTHou 3anucku otua? M3onpna KapnmoBHa yBepsiia, 4TO OH €€ He
BUJIEIL.

— Bupgen, — orBetmiia Panca. — On Talikom mpoOpasicsi B KOMHATy 0a0KH M OTBICKQJI TaM MHOTO HHTEPECHOTO.

OuepeTHOMY MUCTHYECKOMY COBIAICHUIO HAIIOCH MTPOCTOE 00BICHEHNE, UueMy BepoHnka HeckazaHHO 00paioBajach.

— A Bopwuc roBopui Tebe, 3a4eM eeT B CTOJUIY? — CIPOCHIIAa OHA.

— OrkpsiTo HeT. Ho OH yacTo ynomuHai cbiHa B IocjieiHee Bpems. S 1ymana, OH XOUeT C HUM IOBHUIAThCS.

— OH HMKOrJa He nHTepecoBayics Muteil, — otmetuna Beponnka. — C dero BApyr Takas nepeMeHa’?

— OH roroBwiIcs K cMepTH, — IpouienTana Panca ¢ Takum BUAOM, TOUHO NPOU3HECIIA BCIYX HEUTO 3aIIPETHOE.

— Ecau TbI 3T0 3HaNa, mo4emMy He OCTaHOBHJIA €ro? — BepoHHKa pa303/niiach Ha MIYNOBAaTYIO KyXapKy.

— Uro 51 morna? — Paunca okpyrauna riasa. — 9710 ke npokisatue! Kyna MHE TSIraTecsi ¢ BHICIIMMU CUIIAMU?

— Ts1 cama MuHYTY Ha3aj cka3zana, yto 3To M3ompaa KapiosHa BHynmia bopucy MbICiab 0 TPOKISATHU. A €l 3Ty UJICK
noxackazana Ceetnana ['eopruesna. [Ipuuem 3aech Bbicie CUIIbI?

— Ho Benp otenr bopuca 3actpenuncsa, — HanomHuia Pauca.

Beponuka npukycuia si3bIK, YTOObI HE HarOBOPHUTH JUIIHETO. Pa3BuBaTh TeMy OeccMmbiciieHHO. Panca npuHuMana 3a
YHCTYI0 MOHETY UCTOPHIO C IPOKJIATHEM. MOXKHO OBLIIO CHOPUTH XOTh 10 XpUIIOTHL. Huuero He u3MeHUTCH.

Beponuka oTofBHHYIa OT ce0s YalllKy M yCTalo OTKMHYJIAch Ha CIHUHKY cryna. [lorepna Hotonme Bucku. becena c
KyXapKoH JIoBeJia ee /10 roJIoBHOHM 00iu. Kak M0kHO ObITh Takoi WH(PAHTHIBHON?

— Te1 mro6una boprca? — U3 YUCTOrO MOOOMBITCTBA MOMHTEPECOBaNach BepoHuka.

— Jla, — xuBHy”na Pauca.

Beponuka mnokagana ronoBod. CMOTpeTb, Kak JIOOMMBI 4YeJIOBEK JBMXKETCS K TMPONMAacTH W HHUYETO He
npeanpuHuMare. Bee Obuio emie xyxe, yeM oHa mpenacrapisuia. [lokopHocTs Pauchl mepexonusia MbICIUMBIE TPAaHULIBL.
Beponuka cama 10 HemaBHEro BpeMeHHM ObLia Takoil. OHa MoON4a CHOCHMJIA HEB3TOAbl M ynaphbl cynbObl. HaBepHoe, Tak
MPO0JDKAIOCh Obl M Jaliblie, eciyu Obl He HaBHclIasg Hax Muteit yrpo3a. Paau cbiHa oHa cymena, HaKOHeIl, B3STh ceOs B
pyku u O6pocuTh BbI30B MupY. [ Ha Pancy, kak Ha 3epkajbHOE OTpakeHHe ceOs HenaBHEH, BepoHuka MCHBITHIBANIA
CMEILIECHHBIEC YyBCTBA. UTO-TO CpeilHEEe MEXKAY KATOCThIO U OTBPALLICHUEM.

Pauca risHysna Ha 4achkl HaJ BXOJIOM B Kade U ckazana:

— MHe nopa Bo3BpauaThcs. He xBaTaao TOJIbKO, 4TOOBI MOE OTCYTCTBHE 3aMETHIIH.

Kyxapka pacrutaruiack 3a uyail ¢ Oynoukodl M mokuHyna kade. BepoHuka mnpoBomauia ee B3IVISIOM, HCIBITaB
o0JeryeHue, Korja Ta CKpbUlach 3a yriioM.

HecMoTpst Ha HENPUSTHBIE IMOLIMH, YTO BCKOJIBIXHYIIAa B HeW Panca, Beponuka couna pasroBop ynauaeiM. OHa MHOTO€
y3Hana. bopuc neiicTBUTENbHO camM OpOCHIICS MOA MO€3/, HaMEpPEeHO CKOMHMPOBAaB MPEJICMEPTHBIE 3alUCKH OTIA U Jeja,
YTOOBI JTUIIHUN Pa3 MOATBEPIUTH: MPOKISATHE CYIIECTBYET.

JIBe cMepTH B CTpalHOW IIEMOYKE HAIUIM JIOTUYHOE OOBsicHeHHe. J[Ba camMoyOMiiCTBa HE CBS3aHBI MEXIY COOOM.
ApHOJBI yOun cedst, Oyrydn HE B COCTOSHUM CHECTH MO30p M3-3a M3MEH KeHbl. bopuc mai >xepTBoil BHymaemoctu. Emy
OBLTO MPOIIE TOKOHYHUTH C COOOM, YeM pa3OUpaThCsi CO CBOEH KU3HBIO. J[J151 HEro 3To ObLT MPAKTUYECKH HICATHHBIA BBIXO]I.
OcraBanack 3arafiounas cMepTh Jleononbaa. BepoHrka yMBIIIIEHHO HE CTajla Ha3bIBaTh e€ro rudenb camoyouiictBom. Yrto-
TO MOJCKAa3bIBAJIO: 3/1€Ch BCE HAMHOI'O CJIOKHEE.

3amatuB 1o cuery, BepoHuka mnoaHsmack u3-3a crtoja. OHa BbIIUIA M3-II0J HaBeca M HAIpaBWJIACh B CTOPOHY
MapKOBKH, I1e ocTtaBuiia «PeHoy», HO cenaB napy maroB, HaTkHynack Ha Bnagumupa. [Ipstarses 6pu10 no3ano. Harsnys Ha
JIMIIO BEXXIIUBYIO YIBIOKY, OHA IMO30POBAIACh U CIIPOCHJIA:

— Cnenunib 3a MHOU?

— S Toxe paa TeOs BUAETh, — KUBHYJ B 3HAK MPUBETCTBHS MYKUHHA.

Bormpeku ee oxxugaHusM OH HE BBINIANEN 371bIM. W 3TO mocnie Toro, kak oHa BbUTMJa TpaduH BOIBI €MY Ha TOJIOBY.
JloKHO OBITh, Y HETO CTaJbHBIC HEPBBI.

— Yro ThI 31€CH Aenaenb? — MOMHTEPEcoBajach Beponuka.

— Penmun nepekycutsb. Y MeHs 00ell, — OH KHBHYJ Ha Kade, a TOTOM J00aBHII: — MPUCOCTUHUIIBCA?

— Cnacu6o, TOJIBKO 4TO OTTYJa, — OHA MO MHEPIUU OTKa3anach, HO cpa3y MOHsJIA, YTO coBepimia onmoOKky. Bonons
BeJI ce0sl Tak, CJIOBHO YHCIWJCS Yy Hee B JOJDKHUKax. HaBepHoe, eMy ObUIO HENOBKO HM3-3a oOMaHa. Ero BHHY MOXHO



UCII0NIb30BaTh cebe Bo Onaro, u BepoHuka, nepeaymas, pUHsIIa MpUTIIALICHUE.

Bnsoem OHM BEpHYIHCh 3a CTOJIMK, OTKylIa OHa BCTajla MHUHYTY Haszad. Bmaaumup cnenan 3aka3. B orimume ot
Beponuku u Pancer oH He orpaHUYHMIICS HAITUTKOM U OyJI0YKOM, B35IB KOMIUIEKCHBIN 00e1. OdunmanT otomen, 1 Bragumup
CIIPOCHIIL:

— Korga BeI ¢ Paucoii ycnienu capykuTbes?

— Tebe-To uT0? — omernHMWIACh Beponuka. OHa TUIaHHPOBAJIa PACCIIPOCUTH YIACTKOBOTO, & HE MOMACTh K HEMY Ha
JIOTIPOC.

— Brl cuaute B Kade, kak qBe cTapble MoApyru. MHE MoKa3anoch 3TO CTPAaHHBIM.

— OHa pacckaszajga MHE O CBOMX OTHOHIICHHSIX ¢ bopucoM M O TOM, YTO OH B MOCJEIHHH TOJ IJIAHUPOBAI CBOE
caMOyOuIiCTBO, — CKa3alia OHa, BHUMATEIBHO CIes 32 peakiueil cooece THHuKaA.

Ho Bonoas ee pazouapoBai. OH moxai mjiedyaMu B OTBET Ha €€ MPU3HAHWE U PAaBHOIYIIHO 3aMETHII:

— bopuc ¢ nerctBa Ob1 HeMHOro He B cebe. Bee-taku nBoe camoyOwmiill B pomy. A cymaciiecTBue, Kak HW3BECTHO,
IepeaeTcs Mo HacIeACTBY.

— Te1 3nan, uro Jleomosba chpstal A€HBIM HaKaHyHEe cMepTU? — BepoHHKa mpomokuia TaKTUKY BHE3AMHBIX
OTKPOBEHHUU M HEOKUJAAHHBIX BOITPOCOB.

— S Ttorma 6b1 peGernkoM. [ToMHIO TOJBKO, UTO B JOME TBOPHJIOCH HEYTO HEBOOOpa3znMoe Mocje ero cMepTH. Bee
TOYHO C yMa MOCXOIUJIN.

— B kakom cmpbicie?

— babymka nmpuynTaza 0o TOM, YTO NMPOKJIATHE Hadajao cObIBarbcs. TeTs xomuia MmpavHas. Mel ¢ bopucom Obuin
MPEIOCTaBICHBI CaMu ceOe, — BCIIOMUHAS JIETCTBO, BiraquMup 3ayMunBO CKIIa[bIBa caleTKy A0 T€X MOop, MOKa OHA He
IIpEBpPATUIIACh B MAJICHbKNN KBaJIpaTUK.

— CouyBCTBYIO, — €XHIHO NpousHecia Beponnka. — Y 1e0s ObUI0 HEBEPOATHOE TSKEIIOE JETCTBO.

Brnagumup yemexnyncs.

— He momo3peBat, 4To ThI MOXKeEIIb OBITH TaKOH KoNMoueid. COBCeM Kak exK.

Beponnka oTrBepHYynach, CTBIIICH cBoero nosenaeHus. [la, Bomons ee oomanyn. Jla, on ee ucnonb3oBaid. Ho 3To He
3HAYUT, YTO OHA JOJDKHA YOA00IsIThes eMy. CIeayrommii BOIpoc OHa 3ajajia HOpMalbHbIM TOHOM:

— To1 HuKOTHA He ayman, uro 3To CBernana ['eoprueBHa yowmna myxa paau aeHer? OH coOupascst yUTH K Ipyrou u
3a0bpaTh ¢ c000ii Bce cOepeKEHUSI CEMbH.

— S y3Han 00 3TOM HEMPHUATHON CUTYAITMU, KOT/A TOIIEI B KOJUIeK. UTo TyT cKaxkemb? JIeonoyb OblT MyXYHHOMH, a
MBI BCE MAJKU HA CUMITIATUYHBIX JEBYIIEK, — Braaumup okunyln BepoHUKY NIIOTOSTHBIM B30POM.

Ona npeanouna caenath BUJ, YTO HE MOHsUIa HaMeka. Hu k yemy BOpOIIMTH HCTOPUIO C MOLIEITYEM.

Buns, uro Beponuka He coOupaercst oTBe4aTh, BraauMup mpoaomKu:

— Kro Ob1 HU cka3zan Tebe 0 JeHbrax, OH COBpas, a MOXET MPOCTO HE Biaaen Bcer mHpopmaruei. [locne cmeptu
Jleononbaa HaAM MPUINIOCH Tyro. beutM JHH, KOTAAa MBI mepebuBamuch ¢ xineba Ha Bomy. Kcrartu, HE HMCKIIOYEHO, UYTO
MMEHHO TauHCTBEHHAsl TIOOOBHHUIIA AU MPUKApMaHUIIa JeHBIH.

Beponuka ¢bIpkHYyIa, BBIpa3uB CBOEC OTHOIICHUE K €T0 JOTaJIKE, M YKa3alia Ha HECOCTHIKOBKHU B €T0 CJIOBAX:

— Ecnu Bce ObUIO Tak MJI0X0, KaK Thl TOBOPHIIIb, TO OTKYZA Y TBOEH TETH B3SUIMCh CPEJCTBA Ha COAECPKaHUE KyXapKH U
caJoBHUKA?

— Tlonauany ux He ObUTO. MBI OBITM BBIHYKJIEHBI OTKa3aThcs OT yciyr PancuHoit mambl. Ho moToM Bce mocTeneHHo
HaJlaauia0Cch. TeTs BBITOJHO cllajla BHAEM 3€MJII0, U Mbl 32)KUJIM €CIIM HE TaK XOPOILO, KaK MPex/e, TO YK TOUHO HE XYyXKe
npyrux. [Imoc s momoraro et ¢ 3apruiatel. U eme He 3a0yap Mpo NeHCHio 0aOyIIKH.

— W 3Tux Kpox XBaTaer, 4ToObl coepkKaTh JOM U 00cnyry? — nepeduia ero Beponuka.

— bonee nunu menee. Pauce maoro He Hamo. Ceprero miaraT U Toro MeHsle. [lo-moemy, oH paboTaeT mpocTo 01
ckyku. Crapyxud TOk€ MHOTO He TpeOyloT. ENMWHCTBEHHBIN KPYIMHBIA MCTOYHHK Pacxoia — JTO IUIaTa 3a JIOM, HO €ro o
MOJIHOCTBIO B3sUT Ha ceOs.

— S cMOTpIO, THI CHIIBHO JIFOOUIIL TETIO, — HE YIepKalach OT KOJIKOCTU BepoHuka.

— Ona nmpuIoTHIIa MEHS, KOT/Ia ST OCTaJICsl COBCEM OJIMH, M BhIpacTuia. [louemy MHe ee He THOOUTH?

Kak Beponuka HU crapanack, e€e CTpelbl He AOCTHTanu Henud. Y Brmagumupa MOXHO ObUIO TOYYUTHCS YMEHUIO
JiepkaTh ce0s B pykax. UyBCTBOBaJIOCK, 4TO OHU co CBeTaHo# [ 'eopriueBHON POJICTBEHHUKH.

— MHe nopa, — BepoHuka BcTana u3-3a CTOJIA U IOTSIHYJIACH 32 CYMOYKOM, BUCEBILEH Ha CIIMHKE KPeCiIa.

— Ilomoxan, — BraguMup meperHyiIcs 4epe3 CTOJd W TepexBarwi ee pyky. — Meol eme yBuaumcsa? S Obl ¢
YIIOBOJIbCTBUEM IMPOJIOJIKHII Hallle 3HAKOMCTBO. Thl MHE HPaBHUILbCS.

I'oBopun o uckpenHe. HaBepHoe, m03TOMY OH Tak OBICTPO MPOCTHUI €l XaMcKoe ToBefieHne. Chirpana poyib TUYHas
cumrmarus. Bot Toneko Beponnka oco3Hana: Bomoas BoBce He TOT, kTO eif HykeH. OH He repoil ee pomana. U eii ObUI0
KareJbKy CTBIIHO, YTO OHA TaK JOJro 3a0iIyKJajlach Ha €ro cyer.

— IIpoctu, — oHa BBICBOOOIMIIA JTAJI0HB U3 €r0 MalbIeB, — y HAC HUYETO HE MOTYUUTCS.
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Beponnka yno6HO mpucTpousia rojoBy Ha riede Cepres. PacmaxHyTble OKHAa W JIETKM CKBO3HSK Ja)K€ HOYBIO HE
criacainy oT 3HOs. HarsiHyTasi Ha OKHO ceTKa cJep)KHBajla HaTUCK HAaceKOMbIX. BepoHuka 6e31yMHO MpHCITYIIMBajIach K UX
KYXOKaHHIO U pacCMarpuBaia CTEHY HAapOTUB KpoBaTH. B3misa HeBoNbHO HaTankuBajcs Ha ¢oTorpaduio ObIBIICH JKEHBI
Cepres, HO OHa TYT >X€ IEpeBOAMIAa €ro Ha 4To-HMOynb apyroe. HenoBko Obulo BHUIETH (POTO KEHIWMHBI, OYATO
MOATISAABIBAIOILIEH 32 HUMHU.

— TrlI Bce e1mie yTo-TO 4yBCTBYElLIb K HEW? — crpocuiia BepoHuka.

— O koM THI?

Ona BeICBOOO/IMIIA U3-TTOJ TIPOCTHIHK PYKY M YKa3aja Ha CTEHY.

— To1 0 JIuze uro au? Jla mpocTO BCE HUKAK PYKU HE TOUAYT CHATH (hoTorpadum.

Beponuka npunoxassiiack, uto0sl Cepreit Mmor Bctarh. Kak ObUT HarMM OH MpOIIEN K CTEHE W OHY 3a JAPYTroW CHSUI C
Hee GoTorpaduu OBIBIICH, CIOKHII UX JIMIIOM BHU3 Ha KOMOJI U MOBEpHYJCSA K BepoHuke.

— Tak myqme?

— HamHoro, — oHa ynipIOHYIaCh.

Kto 651 MOT MTOZyMaTh, YTO OHA OyIET peBHOBATh MYXXUMHY K €ro IpouuioMy. BepoHuke ka3anock oHa Bbie 3Toro. Ho
OBUIO MPUATHO CMOTPETH, Kak Cepreil CHUMaET COMEpPHUILY € MbeJecTaia, Ha KOTOPOM Ta MpOoBeJia He OJIUH TOJ.

— Wy croga, — oHa moxiionana mo MaTpacy psjaoM ¢ Co00H.

Cepreii BOCIIONB30BAJICS MPUTIIAIICHUEM, TTOBAJIAJICS Ha KpOBaTh psijioM ¢ BepoHnukoii u nputsHyn ee k cede. [loka on
HE Iepelles K MOLENysM, OHa IPU3HANACh:

— S ceromus Buaenacek ¢ Bononen.

[enblii 1eHb €l MEPELMIIOCh, YTO OHA XPAHUT YyTh JIM HE TOCYJapCTBEHHYIO TaliHy. He co3Haiics oHa cenyac, JIOnHy1a
OBbI.

HcnyraBumch, 4To COONTHYA JTUIIHEE, OHA TOSICHUTIA:

— MB&I BeTpeTriHCh CitydaifHo. B kade.

Cepreii monoXui pyKy e Ha 3arpuiok. Ero najoHs Obula TpoMagHOM, ToI0Ba BepoHUKH MOKOMIACh HA HEH, Kak Ha
noayuke. [lepeOupas manpliaMu ee BOJIOCHI, OH MOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— O uem BbI roBopusIn?

— Ilo Gombiieli yacTu 0 AeHBIrax, — BepoHnka oOpamoBaniack, 4To BCE 0OOILIOCH.

— Tbl ero manTaxxupoBasia? — OH YJABIOHYICS.

— Kaxk 161 MOT Takoe mogymars?! — OHa M300pa3uiia BOZMYIIEHHUE M TTOMBITAIaCh BBICBOOOMUTHCS U3 OOBATHN. 3a 4TO
ObL1a jxecToko Haka3zaHa: Cepreil mepeBepHYy/ICs U MOAMsUI ee 1of ce0s. BepoHuka oka3anach B HEBHITOAHOHN MO3HUIIMH, HO Y
HEE U B MBICJISIX HE OBLIO OYHTOBATb.

— Tr1 onATh 3aHsIACH paccieloBaHUEM, — IS HA HEE CBEPXY BHU3, KOHCcTaTupoBasl Cepre.

— UYecTHO roBop4, 5 €ro u He Opocana.

— Hy, xopo1o, — oH 6epexHo yOpas HEeMOCIYIIHbII JJOKOH ¢ ee Juia. — Tebe yaanoch BIICHUTh YTO-HUOYIb HOBOE.

— VYBbI, — OHa B3JI0XHY/Ia, IPUKUMASCh IIEKOW K €ro pyke, — Boioas nauns moBTOpUII TO, YTO 5 U Tak 3Hama. OH
TOBOPHJI O COEpeKeHUsIX, MPOIaBIIMX Mocie cMepTd Jleononpaa. Tak uian WHave, UX CYIIECTBOBAHHME MOATBEPKIAIOT BCE,
HO IIPU 3TOM J€HbI'M HUKTO HE BHUe]. OHU CIOBHO HCIAPUIINCH.

— OauH 4enoBeK UX TOYHO BUaeN, — 3aMeTui Cepreil.

— Kr0?

— Jleononpa. U emwe nogymaii BOT Haj yeM: I/ie OH JI0 3TOT0 XpaHui AeHbru? Eciu goMa, To UX MpoIaKy He MOTJIM HE
3aMeTUTh foMouaibl. Eciau B OaHke Ha cOeperaTebHON KHIKKE, TO JOKHBI ObITh CBUJETENN, KAK OH UX CHUMAJL.

Beponuka noxnpeirayna Obl Ha MecTe, eciu Obl ee He npuaaBIuBai cBepxy Ceprei.

— Hapno pasy3Hars, rie ObUld JEeHBI'W 10 UCUE3HOBEHUS, BAPYT 3TO MOMOKET BBIACHUTDH, Kyaa ux aen Jleomomba, —
3a4acTuiia oHa. — YTO eciau OH MepeBes UX Ha Kakoil-HuOynb cuet? OHM TaM Jexar cebe CIIOKOMHEHBKO BCE 3TO BpeMms,
MPOIIEHTHI KaIaroT. Thl HE B Kypce B TO BPEMs PEaIbHO OBIIIO OTKPBITH CUET TIae-HuOyas Ha KaliMmaHOBBIX OCTpoBax?

YToOb! mpepBaTh MOTOK paccyxaeHuit, Cepreit HaKpbUT CBOUMU T'yoamu Ty0osl Beponuku. OHa 3axyie0HyIach CI0BaMHu,
YTO MTOHAYaJTy BbI3BAJIO Y HEE SIPbIil MPOTECT, HO y)Ke uepe3 mapy CeKyHJ OHa c/ajach Ha MHJIOCTh TOOEUTEIS.

Crnenyronmii 1eHp Ha4dajcs cO 3BOHKA COTOBOTo TenedoHa. BepoHrnka cOHHO MOTSHYIAch, BCTaja U OTIPABUIIACh HA
moucku MoomnbpHOTO. [lo myTH el monanuck yackl. OHM TOKAa3bIBAIM MOJOBUHY OAMHHAIATOr0. BOT 3TO OHa 3acmanach!
Cepreii 1aBHO y1iea Ha paboTy ¥ CKOPO JAO0JDKEH BEpHYTHCS Ha 00e/1, a OHa TOJIbKO BCTaja.

Ha skpane tenedona onpenenuics HesHaKOMBbI HOMep. [lepBas ee Mbicib Obia 0 Mute. C HUM YTO-TO CTPSICIIOCH ¥
el 3BOHAT, 4TOOBI MMOCTABUTH B M3BECTHOCTb. BNa)kKHON OT XOJOTHOrO MOTa JIaJ0HbIO BepoHWKa ckamna COTOBBI U
MPHIIOKIIIA €ro K yXy. Ee «amno» mpo3Byudasno XpHUIuio u ciiabo, TOYHO Y O0JIbHOTO aHTUHOM.

— Beponuka AnekcanapoBHa? — CHpoCHIIa TPyOKa HE3HAKOMBIM T'OJIOCOM.



— Jla, 370 51, — TaK ke TUXO OTBETHJIA OHA.

— BBl 3aKka3bIBasiu y HAaC 3KCHEPTU3Y Moxuepka, — 0o0apo oTpamopToBai roynoc. — OnHa roToBa. Moxkere 3aexarh,
3a0paTh pe3yJabTaThl.

Beponuka He cpasy MoHsUIa, O YeM pedb. 3a MPOIICIIYI0 HeIelnro oHa 3a0puta 00 skcmepTtuse. [loobemas 3abpark
PE3YNIBTATHI CErOHS, OHA OTKJIIOYUIIACK.

Hacnex uepkanys Ceprero 3anucKy, OHa Bblexajga B HAIIPABIEHUU CTOJMIIBI. DKCIIEPTH3a IOCTABUT TOYKY B 3TOM JEIIE.
Kakumu Obl He ObUIM pe3ylnbTaThl, OHM paspemar Bce coMHeHus. JIuOo 3amucky Hanucan Jleomonpi M Torna OH
NEeHCTBUTEIBHO MYCTUI ce0e MyIio B BUCOK. JINOO KTO-TO mojienan npeAcCMepTHOE MUChbMO, M €r0 YOUIIH.

Jlopora 10 cTonMIlel 3aHsIa 4yTh OoJibllie Yaca. BepoHnka HUKOTAa He e3auia Tak ObicTpo. Eif He Teprenock y3Harh
otBeThl. Ho Kak TONBKO OHA BhEXalsia B CTOJIHMILY, CKOPOCTh MpHUILIOCh cOpocuTsh. I1o ropony ona tanmiacs eme yac. K Tomy
MOMEHTY, Koraa «PeHo» 3aTopmo3uso y ABepeit skcnepTusbl, BepoHuky OykBaqbHO KOJOTHIIO OT JHOOOMBITCTBA.

BuyTpu ee »x1ano eme oqHO pa3ouapoBaHUE — ouepeipb. JleByllKa Ha pECENIIMHE BEXINBO TONPOCUIIA NOAOXKAATh. « 51
MOTY BBIIATh BaM pe3ylbTrarhl NpsMo ceifyac. Ho ecnu Bbl XOTHTE, YTOOBI CIIENMAIUCT BaM Bce OOBSICHWI, TO 3aliMUTE,
MOXKAITyHCTa, Ouepeab», — CKa3zaja OHa. BepoHuMKe HMUYEro He O0CTaBajoCh, KaK 3aHATH ATy caMylo odepelb. biaro nepen
Hel ObUIO BCETO TPU YesIOBEKa, HO BCKOPE BBIICHHIIOCH, UTO OHA PaHO pajioBasiachk. JItoau Mo oAHOMY 3aXO[MIIA B KaOWHET U
npormnajgany TaMm Hajnoisro. Korga nogomen uepen BepoHuku, oHa mpoBesa B KOPUIOPE €Ie [oyryaca.

XKamro3n Ha okHax B KaOMHeTe ObUIM MOAHATHI 10 OTKa3a; MOMEIIeHHE OyKBaJbHO KYIajJoCh B COJHEYHOM CBETE.
OO6cTaHoBKa HaBeBasla MbICIH 00 ackeTax. MUHMMYM MeOenH, 1a U Ta ObUIa BBIIEP)KaHA B CBETIIO-0€KEBBIX TOHAX, OT YEro
CIMBajach C IOJOM M CTeHaMU. MyxduHa JIeT TPUIALUATH CHUJET 34 CTOJIOM, €IMHCTBEHHBIM YKpPAIIEHUEM KOTOPOIroO
CIIYXHJIN KUTIbI Oymar. He mojHiMast rojoBbl, OH KOPOTKO CITPOCHIL:

— Qamunnusa?

VYenplmaB OTBET, OH 3apbUICs elle NIyOke B CTONKM. Pasmancs menecT mepeBopaunBaeMbIX cTpaHull. Hakower,
MYKUMHA BBIHBIPHYJI Ha IOBEPXHOCTH C MAINKON B pyKax.

— Pesynbrarsl 3aka3aHHOM BaMU 3KCIEPTU3bl, — OH IOTPAC MAIKOM IEpe] HOCOM BepoHMKH, HO OTHaBarb €€ HE
cremmi. BMecTo 3TOro packpbul anky U NPUHSIICS YATATh.

Beponuka mnoHsula, yTO NpUDIALEHUS CECTh €l HE JOXKIAaTbCsid M caMa OIyCTHJIach B HHU3Koe Kpecno. [loepsana,
ycTpauBasich ymoOHee, HO Bce 0e3 Tonky. Kosenn Topyanu BBepx. Torga oHa BBITSHYIIA HOTH, IPO ceOsl pyras HEYIOOHYIO
oducHyro mebenb. [l koro ona nenaercs? He nnade, kak Ui KapiauKoOB.

— Ara, — BOCKJIMKHYJI MY’KYMHA U MMOJHAJ YKa3aTEJIbHbIN Najel K MOTOJKY.

Ot peskoro 3Byka Beponuka B3aporayna 1 poOKo MOMHTEPECcoBajach:

— Bb1 yT0-TO Hanmu?

— BoT 31eck B oTdeTe cKa3zaHO, — XO03iMH KaOWHETa TKHY/I NajblieM B MalKy, HO TaK U HE COMU3BOJMJ IOKa3aTh
BepoHuke ee conep:kuMoe, — UTO MOJUYEPK BO BTOPOM CJIydae HE COBMAAaeT ¢ 00pa3oM.

Beponuka npomonuana. He Buns tekcra, eit ObII0 TPYIHO pa3oOpaThCsi B CKa3aHHOM.

— BbI MeHs OHSIM? — MY)KUMHA BIEPBBIE TIOCMOTPEI MPSMO HA HEE.

— Her, — npusHaiacs oHa.

OH B3I0XHYJ C TaKUM BUJIOM, OyATO €My Ka)KIbli JEHb MPUXOAUTCS UMETh JIeJ0 CO clabOyMHBIMU U MPSAMO ceifuac
eIle OJIMH CUJIUT HAPOTUB. DKCIEPT B3sUT HA ce0st TPy MOSCHUTH:

— BbI 3akazanu npoBepKy MOAYEPKOB JBYX 3alMMCOK M MPEIOCTABHIIA OOpa3llbl MOTYEPKOB, — XO3AUH KaOMHETa
BBUIOKHJI HA CTOJI MIPEJICMEPTHBIE MUcbMa ApHoJbaa U Jleononpaa, a moToM J00aBUI K HUM IO TIOKYMEHTY. — Bort 371ech,
— OH yKa3aJl Ha 3alicKy ApHOJIbJIa U 00pasel] ero noauepka, — mnojHoe copnageHue. O0a J0KyMeHTa Hamucal OUH U TOT
e YeNloBeK. A 371ech, — MpHIUIa odepeab 3anucku Jleomonpaa U obpasna ero mnogyepka, — JIBE pasHble PyKH. ABTOP
oOpa3lia momyepka My)X4YHHa, a 3allMCKy Hamucala >KeHIMHa. [lo HaKJIOHY M 3aBUTYLIKaM y OYKB «JI» U «y» BHJIHO, 4YTO
MOYEPK MBITATUCH MOJAEIATh.

Beponuka mnoOnaromapuia skcmepra 3a mpoxaeiaHHyio paboty. Eme pa3 mepecmpocuiia sBISE€TCS JIU pe3ybTar
HKCIIEPTH3bl TOYHBIM, HCKIIOUEHa Jin ommOka. IlomyuuB yTBepAMTENbHBI OTBET, OHa 3a0paia JOKYMEHTHI BMECTE C
OTYETOM U BBIILIA U3 KaOUHETa.

Tonpko B aBTOMOOUIIE OHA MepeBesa QyX. Bee eme ckumas B pykax Marmky, 4To Jaji el SKCHepT, OHa OTKUHYIAch Ha
CIIMHKY BOAMTEIBCKOTO CHJEHbS W NpHUKpbUla mia3a. [locTemeHHO KapTMHA NPOM3OLIEAIIET0 B ceMbe bopuca
IIPOPUCOBBIBAJIACH Y HEE B FOJIOBE.

Havanocek Bce ¢ Opaka mo pacuery. M3onpaa KapnoBHa He moOuina myxa. Bo3MoxHO, oHa yBakana ero, Obuia emy
OnaromapHa 3a TO, YTO OH CIIac €€ OT HHILETHI, HO Cep/le IOHOM KpacaBULIbl IPUHAAJIEKAIO Apyromy. TpyaHo cKasarh, KTO
BUHOBAT B TOM, YTO JIEByIIKa 00Jyiajaia (pruBOIBHBIMYU B3MISAAMH Ha CYNPYKECKYIO KHU3Hb. MOXET, OHa MPOCTO HE CMOIIIa
YCTOSITh NIEPEN UCKYIIEHUEM B CHIly Bo3pacTa. OHa U3MEHsIa MYy IPAaKTHYECKH C IIEPBOrO JIHA UX COBMECTHOM KU3HU. B
pe3yabpTare Ha CBET mosiBWIICS JIeononba — HaryassHHbIN ChbiH 3076161 KapioBHBI.

HesicHo, Kak IMEHHO, HO ApHOJIBJ y3HaT 00 U3MeHax keHbl. OH He BBIHEC 11030pa U MOBECUJICSI Ha COCHE, YCIIEB Meper



CMEPTHIO MPOKJISCTD KEHY U Bech €€ poa. B Tom, 4uto 3T0 ObUIO caMoyOuiicTBO, BepoHrka HU CEKyH]IbI HE COMHEBANACH.
[IpencmepTHas 3amrcka ObUIa HamucaHa pykol ApHoibaa. OH JTIOOHII HEMYyTEBYIO )KEHY M HE BBIHEC MBICIH, YTO OHA €T0
obmanbiBasa. [locienHeit karmiel, TONKHYBIICH €ro Ha CaMOYyOHUHCTBO, CTAJI0 M3BECTHE O TOM, YTO CHIH €My HE POJTHOM.

N3onpna KapnoBHa, Oyny4r BIEYaTIUTENBHON JKEHIMHONW M BUHS Ce0Sl B CMEPTH MYXKa, OTKa3alach MOKHUAATh CTEHBI
noma. Tak oHa Hakazama ceOs 3a cMmepTh cynpyra. Cama Beponuka BuHuia pomutenei M3ompner Kapioabl. OTaare
MOJIOIYIO JIEBYIIIKY 3aMYX 332 HEJFOOMMOTO paju ACHET — 3TO KaKUMHU H3BepraMu Hajo ObITh? Hudero ymuBUTEIBHOTO, YTO
Opak OKOHYHJICS Tpareauei.

A BOT Aajbllie HAYMHAJIOCH caMoe HHTepecHoe. Jleonomsa BeIpoc, 003aBescs ceMbel, y Hero poauics cbiH. J[0KuB 10
TPUALIATH TATH JET — BO3pAcTa, KOTr/a yIlell U3 )KU3HU MYX €ro Marepu — OH petmmi OpOCUTh CeMbIO paau Jt000BHUIILL Ero
YXO0J1 03Ha4aJl KOHEI] 00eCIIeYeHHOM KU3HH Ui ero cynpyru — CBeTyiansl I 'eopriueBHEI.

Kak Tonpko cTano u3BecTHO, yTo Jleomonba HamepeBasics OpOCUTh CBEKpOBb U €€ ChlHa 0e3 cpeiacTB, Beponuka
3arono3puina Ceetnany ['eoprueBHy B youiicTBe. B kadecTBe J0Ka3arenbCcTBa HEIUIOXO OBLIO OBl CPAaBHUTH €€ MOTYEPK C
npeacmepTHoi 3anuckoi Jleomonbna. Beponuka Obiia yBepeHa: oHu coBmaayr. Umenno Csernana ['eoprueBHa yowmiia
MyXKa U TMOJICTPOUJIa BCe Tak, Oyaro cpabotano mpokisathe. OHa yOenuia B 3TOM BhedarauTenbHyro M3ompay Kapnosny.
Hagepnsika Ta He pa3 pacckassiBasia CBetiiane ['eoprueBHe o rubenu ApHOJBAA U JaXe MOKa3bIBala €ro MpeCMEpPTHYIO
3aIKCKY.

Ho cBekpoBs Beponuku mpocuutanace. [a, Jleonmonba He yiien k Apyrod, HO U neHer Ceersiane ['eoprueBHE He
nocranock. TailHy X MecToHaxoxAeHUs Jleononp yHec B Moruity. C 3TOro MOMEHTA BCE MOLUIO HAIIEPEKOCSK.

Bopuc poc B TpeBokHOM, BpakaeOHON oOcTaHOBKe. balyika, CBITO BEpsl B MPOKJISITHE, C ICTCTBA BHYIIATIA MATBIUKY
MBICITb O TOM, 4TO OH oOpedeH. bopuc BeIpoc HepBHBIM U 3aMKHYThIM. Kak, HaBepHoe, 3muiack CBernaHa [eoprueBHa,
BBIHY)KJICHHAsl M30 JIHS B JIeHb HAOIIONaTh 3a TeM, Kak THOHET ee pedeHok. Ho mcmpaBuTh cuTyanuio oHa HE Moria. JTo
rpo3usio pazobmadenueM. Torga oHa Hampia OTAYNIMHY B TuieMsHHUKe. OH He mpuHamiexan K cembe CeBepUHBIX, U
MPOKJISTHE EMY HE TPO3UJIO.

JocturnyB coBepiueHHoseTusi, bopuc He Bbliepxkan armocdepsl noma u cOexan. Cynpba cBena ero ¢ Beponukoii.
Tenepb MOHATHO, MOYEMYy OH OpOCHII ee cpa3y IOociie M3BECTHS O OepeMEeHHOCTU. Tak OH MBITajJCs OrpaJuTh ChlHA OT
MPOKJISATHUSL.

Ecnu 6w1 TobKO Bopuc pacckasan Beponuke mpaBay, oHa cMoria 01 eMy momModb. Ho o mpeamoden ckpoiThes. Maru
eMy ObUIO HEeKyJa M OH BEpHYICA B JOM CBOEro JeTCTBa, rie M3ompaa KapnoBua, cama Toro He momo3peBasi, 3aBEpIIMIa
Havaroe: JoBeJla BHyKa A0 camoyouiictBa. OHM 00a — 0alyika ¥ BHYK — MPHUHAJICKAIW K OTHOW MOPOAE PAaHUMBIX U
BIICUATJIMTENbHBIX JtOfIeH, B oTiinune oT CBetnanbl ['eoprueBnsl. Toil He cocTaBuiia Tpyla MaHUIYIUPOBaTb UMU B YTOILY
CBOUM JKEJIaHUSIM.

Beponuka yOpana qokymMeHTHI B 0apiadok. Temeps, Korna oHa BRISICHUIA, YTO MHUTE HE YTpOXkKaeT MPOKIIATHE, OHA eIIle
CUJIbHEE BOJIHOBajach 3a Hero. OmHO neno O0sAThCS 4ero-To abCTPakTHOTO M COBCEM JPYroe 3HaTb, YTO TBOW PEOEHOK
JKUBET B OJTHOM JIOME C YOUHIIEH.

Onno panmoBano BepoHuky: cTtapoil BeapMe HHUYEro HE JocTanoch. Kakue Obl KOBapHbBIE IUIAHBI Ta HE CTPOWJIA, OHA
octanach HU ¢ yeM. CnepBa nponanu neHsru Jleononpaa, 3areM bopuc 3aBeman nom u 3emumo Mute. Cyns0a u3aeBaiace
HaJl )KEHIIMHOW, HO TeM OHa omacHee. OTyasHUe CIOCOOHO TOJKHYTh YEJIOBEKA Ha KpaifHUE MEPHI.

VY BepoHuku ObUIM €Ile BOIPOCH], Ha KOTOpBIE OHA 3arpyaHsuiach oTBeTHTh. Kyna nenmch nenbru? Kak Cperiana
['eoprueBHa cnpaBunach co 340poBbIM MYykunHOU? [louemy cpa3y mocie cmeptu Jleomosbaa HE MPOBEIU IKCIEPTHU3Y
noauepkoB? U elre HECKOIBKO Mesodel He naBanu nokos. K Tomy e y Hee He ObUIO 10Ka3aTensCTB. Bot eciau Obl ynanoch
noaTBepAuTh, uyTo CBeTiaHa [eoprueBHa Hamucaga MNPEeACMEPTHYIO 3amucky Jleomonpaa... BepoHuka medTarenbHO
yabIOHynack. Ho u1st 3TOro Hajo monacTh B OCOOHSIK.

Cepreii xaan ee noma. [lo Bo3BpaleHUH OHA MEPBBIM JAEJIOM IMPOTSIHYJIA €My ManKy C pe3ylbTaTaMH JKCIEPTU3BL
[Toka oHa pa3yBajiack ¥ TOTOBHJIA Yaii ¢ OyrepOpoaamMu, YTOObI MEPeKyCUTh ¢ Aoporu, Cepreii n3ydan JOKyMEHTBL

— Yro ckaxenb? — cupocusa oHa.

— Jleononsa HEe yOuBan ce0si, HO, IyMaro, Thl U CaMa J0Ta1anach.

Beponuka kuBHYIa, pOT OBUT 3aHAT KycKOoM OyTrepOposa ¢ koibdacoi. [IpokeBas, oHa 3asBua:

— S nomxHa Tyna BEpHYThCS.

Cepreii HaCynuJiCs:

— Tebs ne myctsr. CBernana ['eoprueBHa sICHO Jjana MOHATh, YTO OHA TeOE HE paja.

— Ho s He MOT'y OCTaBUTh ChIHA HaeMHE C yOUHIICH !

— Cunraens, 370 oHa youna myxa? — Cepreif cTSHYI OIMH U3 IPUTOTOBICHHBIX Beponukoii 6yrepOpooB.

— A xT1o eme? BapuaHTOB HE Tak MHOTO, — BepoHWKa NpHUHsIACh NMEPEUHCISITh, 3arubas manbibl: — M30mbe
KapnoBHa He Mornia yOuTh cbiHa. 3a4eM eii 3To HykHO? B uem BbIrosa 1 MOTUB?
— Tol roBOpHIb, KaK HACTOSANMN JeTeKTUB, — ycMexHyncs Cepreir. — Ho He cOpaceBait M3onbay KapmoBHy co

cueToB. MbI TOUHO 3HaeM, 4to Jleomomnba cobupancs OpOCUTH *KEHY, a BMecTe ¢ Hell cbiHa U Marh. Heyxenu M3ompaa



KapiioBHa 3akpbuia Ha 3T0 171a3a?

— Jlaxe eciii OHa Pa303JIMIach, 3TO HE MOBOJ I YOUNHCTBA €IMHCTBEHHOTO ChIHA.

— BawMm BuzHee, TOBapuI CHIHK.

IIponycTuB HacMelIKy MUMO yIeH, BepoHuka npoaoikumia:

— Marsp Pauncel, koTopast B ToO BpeMsi padoTaia KyxapKoi, TOKe e/iBa Ju BUHOBHA. OmsTh ke HeT MoTuBa. OcTtaercs
eme o0oBHMIA Jleomonbaa, HO y Hee He ObUTO JocTyna B 0M. MTOro equHCTBeHHAs KEHIMHA, KOTOPOW OblIa BBITOAHA
cMepTh Jleononbia U y KOTOpOii OblTa BO3BMOKHOCTh YOUTh — CBeTiaHa [ 'eoprueBHa.

— He nocnopus.

— U ne nago. Ceityac y Hee Ha IMyTH CTOMT MOW CHIH. 3Has, KaK OHA MPHUBBIKJIA Pelarbh MPoOIEeMBbl, s HUCKOJIBKO HE
COMHEBAIOCh, YTO OHA YObeT MUTIO, KaK TOJIbKO MOJABEpHETCS ciaydyail. S JoimkHa el momerars.

— Ho kax?

— Jlyig Hayvana s JoJDKHA BEPHYTHCS B JIOM, @ TaM YTO-HUOYIb MpUIyMalo, — MOBTOpHiIa BepoHuka.

skkok

Huuero nyuie, kak siBUThCsl Ha MOKJIOH K CBetnane ['eoprueBne, BepoHnuke B ronosy He npunwio. K 3Toli Bctpede oHa
TOTOBUJIACH TINATENIbHEE, YEM KOIAa-TO K NEPBOMY B >KM3HM cBHAaHMIO. OHa ozenach CTPOro, 3ayecana BOJIOCHI Ha3aja B
Tyroit xsoct. Ha nuiie MUHUMYM KOCMETHMKH: HUKAKOH MOJBOIKM JJIS TVa3 U pyMsiH, Ha rybax OGneaHo-po3osas nomazaa. C
TaKUM MaKHUsKEM OHa BhIIIsiAeNa OenHoM, naxe n3MoxaeHHoH. [1ycTh cBeKpoBb MpH B3MIsAAE HA HEE BUIUT U3MYYEHHYIO
pas3iIyKoil MaTh, XKEHIIMHY, HaJ KOTOPOH oHa oxepxaiia modeny. Yem sxanmoctiusee Oyner Beponuka, Tem Gosbliee y Hee
aHCOB BEpHYThCS B oM. OHa JOKHA Kaszarbes mpourpasiieii. Tonmpko B »ToM ciydae CserniaHa ['eoprueBHa 6e3
ONaCEHU MO3BOJIUT € OCTATHCH.

Beponuka eme yrpom nonponanack ¢ Cepreem. Eciin Bce mpoiiieT mo nijiaHy U €€ NpUMyT Haszal, TO UM MPHUACTCS
CKpBIBaTh CBOM OTHOILECHHSL.

Crpannoe geno: Beponwka coBepiieHHO He mepexkuBana. Jlaxe HaoOOpPOT, OHaA e€Ile HHUKOTIa HE ObUla TaKou
cobpanHoii. OHa yyBcTBOBaja ceds OOpIIOM, BBILIEIIMM Ha puHT. Ceifuac MpO3BYYUT yAap TOHTa, HAYHETCs 00N M TOJIBKO
OT HEe OJIHOW 3aBUCHUT: 3aBEPIIUTCS OH IMOOEIO0N WA MMOPAKEHUEM.

Beponuka ocranoBuia «PeHo» 0koJI0 0COOHsIKA, MOBEpHYIA 3epKajlo 3aJHETO BUJA TaK, YTOObI MOMMAaTh B HEM CBOE
oTpaxeHue. JIumo npeacrasisiio co00 HAMISAHYIO WILTIOCTPAIUIO MO Ha3BaHUEM «sI TOTOBA Ha BCeE, JIy4Yllle HE CTOWUTE y
MEHsSI Ha IyTW», YTO COBCEM HE TOAMJIOCH Juid ee meneil. OHa chenana Hajx coOoil ycwiue: paccinaluiia MIOTHO CKaTble
ryObl, 4yTh omycTuB uX yroiku. [lycts CBernana ['eoprueBHa, misnsg Ha Hee, TyMaeT, YTO OHA MydaeTcsi OECCOHHHUIICH.
ITycTs ouymaeT cBoe NpeBOCXOACTBO.

BepoHnnka cmupuiach ¢ posiblo O€AHOW CHPOTKH, KOTOpas CJI€3HO MPOCHUT MPOIICHHUE y 3710M Madyexu. JIumm Obl He
MOZIBEJIO0 aKTEPCKOE MaCcTepCTBO. BepoHuKa He MOIIa MOXBacTaThCsl yerexaMu B 3Toil oOnactu. Kak-To B 1eTCTBE ee B3sUIH
B IIKOJIbHBIA aKTEPCKUH KPYKOK, HO MOCJE MEPBOTO K€ CHEKTAKIS ¢ MO30pOM BhITHAIM. Tenepb el mpeacTosio Chirparb
TJIaBHYIO pOJIb B CBOEH kH3HU. OT TOT0, HACKOJIBKO XOPOIIO OHA C HEH CIPaBUTCS, 3aBUCUT MX C CBIHOM OyJyIiee.

BepoHnka BbIIDIa W3 MalMHBI, MOMHSJIACH HAa KPBUIBIIO M TO3BOHMIIA. [[Beph Kak 0OBMHO OTKpbUTa Pamca. Omne
yIUBHIIACh, YBUJIEB BepoHUKYy.

— i x Csetrnane ['eopruesHe.

— Omna y ce0s B KOMHATe.

Panca ynua oOpatHO Ha KyXHIO, KOTOPYIO HE MOKHJana 0e3 HyXIbl, a BepoHuke MpeacTossio penmTh: MOA0KAATh
CBEKpPOBb BHU3Y WJIH MOAHSTHCS K HEM B cranpHI0. OHa 3Hala, Ie pacnoioxeHa komHara CBeTyiaHbl [ eOprueBHsl, HO €lle
HU pa3y TaM He ObLia.

[TpocTOSIB MUHYT JIeCSTh B XOJIJIE, OHA OTBaXXKWJIAch MOJHATHCA HA BTOPOH 3Tax. B ocoOHske mapmia TUIMHA. 3a
OKHOM OBLJIO OYTH TPHUALIATH TPaTycoB — HeObIBaNAs Kapa JJIsl BECHBI, U Bce OOMTAaTeNn J0Ma MOMPATAINCH B CIIABHAX B
IIOMCKax Mpoxiaapl. BepoHuka yroauna B pasrap UMIPOBU3UPOBAHHON CUECTHIL.

OHa JIeTOHBKO TIOCTYyYaJIa B IBE€pb KOMHAThl CBeTIaHbl [ €oprueBHEI, 1aB ce0e CJI0OBO YMTH, €CIIU € HUKTO HE OTBETHT.
Ho BMecTo oXXuaaeMoil THUIIMHBI M3-3a JIBEpU JOHECIOCh cTporoe: «Boiimute». Beponuka cpenana miryOOKHIl BOX,
COCTpOMJIAa TpUMacy NonevyalbHee U NOTSAHYJA PYYKYy BHU3.

— Cgernana I'eoprueBna? — poOko oxkJIMKHYIa BepoHnka U cama ynuBHIIach TOMY, KaK MUCKJISBO MPO3BYYal TOJIOC.
TouHO Tak ke OHa Korja-To oOpalanack K BOCIUTATEIbHUIIE, U3BECTHOM Ha BECh JETCKUM JOM CTPOTUM HPaBOM.

KomHara mopaxayia KOHTpacToM C OCTaJIbHBIMU MOMELIEHUSIMU O0COOHsIKa. BepoHnka coBHO momnania B JIpyrou 1o,
Ooraue u pecrnekrabenbHee. brectdampas nakupoBaHHash MeOenb, MApKETHBIA IOJ, YCTJIAHHBI HIEPCTSIHBIM KOBPOM,
OenocHexHbIM TiOb. CBeTnana ['eoprueBHa mocrapanach, Co3/aBasi HHTEPbEp CBOEH crajbHHU. BepoHuKa Tak W BUIENA,
KaK Ta CTaCKHUBAET K ce0e B KOMHATY BCE camMoe JIydlliee U JOPOroe, 4To HAIUIOCh B IOME.

B ornuume ot cnansHu M3oabpael KapioBHBIL, Tne Kaxablid CaHTHUMETpP CTeHBI ObUT yBelleH (oTorpadusMu u
KapTUHaMHM, CTeHbl KOMHaThl CBeTinaHbl ['eoprueBHsI mycToBaIu. BuauMo, y Hee He HaluloCh CBETIIbIX BOCIOMUHAHUM.

— Yro T 371€Ch Aenaenb? — CBEKPOBb JIeXkala Ha 3aCTEJICHHOW KPOBaTH ¢ KHUTOW B pykax. TpoCTh — ee HEM3MEHHast



CIyTHHUILIA — CTOSIAa BO3JIE TYMOBI.

— MHe Ha/io ¢ BAMH IOTOBOPUTH, — BCE TEM K€ KaJTO0OHBIM TOJI0COM CKaszana BepoHmnka.

— Kto0 1e6s BmycTun? — Caetnana ['eoprueBHa HUKaK HE MOTIJIa OMPABUTHCA OT mioka. OHa cefa, CIyCTHIIa HOTH C
KpOBaTU U IPY3HO MOAHSIIACH, OMUPASCh HA TPOCTb.

Y BepoHuku ocTancs TOCACIHUMN IIAHC, MPEXIE YEeM €€ BBICTAaBIT M3 KOMHAThI, a 3areM wu3 jaoma. JKenas
HCIIOJIb30BATh €T0 M0 MAKCUMYMY, OHa 3aJIOMIJIA PYKHU U 3allpUYUTAaIA:

— S tak Gonbme He Mory! Pasmyka ¢ ceiHOM MeHst youBaeT. He BuaeTh MOoero MansirKa, HE 3HaTh, KaK OH M YTO C
HUM — Xy/IIasi B MUpPE MBITKA. Sl Ha Bce rOTOBA JIUIIL OBl 3aCTY>KUTH Ballle TPOIICHUE.

CkazanHoe BepoHuka momkpenuia OMHOKO CKaTUBILEHCS MO IIEKE CIE30M — €AMHCTBEHHOE, YTO Y HEE MOJIydaioCh
sMUTHPOBaTh. [1MakaTs Ha MyONMHKYy OHa HayduJachk Oymydun peOeHKoM. B meTckoMm goMe crapime AeTH 9acTo Hamagald Ha
Miaaumx. bunu 1o nepBeix cne3. Manenbkast BepoHnka cMupuiack ¢ He3aBUIHBIM ITPO3BUILEM «PEBa», HO pa3 U HABCEI/aA
3apabotana cebe HeIPUKOCHOBEHHOCTb.

Csetnana ['eoprueBHa ocTaHOBHJIACh B HEPEUIMTEIbHOCTU. BepoHnka go0uIach )KellaeMoro: CBEKpoBb HE 3Halla, YTo
nenarb. Pamu Toro, 4ToOBI HACIATUTRCS €€ PACTePSHHOCTHIO, BepoHuka Oblla TOTOBA MPOJUTH I1eJ0e Mope ciie3. UToOb!
3aKpenuTh pe3ylbTaT, OHa, HE JOKHUAASICH MOKA MIPOTUBHUK OMPABUTCS, MEepelria K mpochoe:

— VYMoIst0, MO3BOJIETE MHE CHOBA JKHTh ¢ BaMH. S Oymy Jenarh BCE, 4TO BBl CKakeTe. Bl MeHs nake HE YBHAUTE,
€CJIM He 3aX0TUTe. MHEe OBl TOJIBKO OBITH psiioM ¢ MuTei.

Beponuka cnoxuia nagonu nepes rpyabio. Co CTOpOHBI Ka3alock, YTO OHAa MOAUTCA. [IpeganHoro misas CBEKpOBU B
IJ1a3a, OHa JKJ1aja OTBETa.

Ceernana ['eoprueBHa otkanuisiack. OHa TsHyIa BpeMs. HakoHell, oHa Kak OyaTO HEXOTs MPOU3HEeCa!

— $1 He moTepIuII0 cCaMOBOJBLHUYECTBA B MOeM jome. Ecnu xouens ocTarbes, Thl AODKHA 3apyOUTHh cebe Ha HOCY:
3]IeCh X03s5HKa S — KaK CKaXy, TaKk v Oy/eT.

Beponuka 3akuBana TOJOBOHM, IMOKa3biBasi TOTOBHOCTh K mociymaHuro. OHa BepHO Bce paccuutana: CBeTyiaHe
[eoprueBHa oOmamana JECIOTUYHBIM XapakTepoM. Kyxapku M MpUXOASIIEro cagoBHHKA el Obuio Mamo. OHa kaknmana
PYKOBOIWTH NIpyruMu. BepoHuka nmana el Takod IMaHC, U Ta HE CMOIVIa OT Hero oTkazarbecsa. Jlns Thpana OemHas
POJCTBEHHHUIIA — peAKUI moaapok cyas0bl. [1o100HBIMU JapaMul He IPUHSTO pa30pachIBaThCS.

— Wnmu, noBupaiics ¢ CBIHOM, — IMOATBEpXKIas JOTraaky BepoHMKH, MHUIOCTHMBO pa3pelnyia CBEKPOBb. —
IlepeHodyenb ceroHs Tak, a BELW [1epEBE3EIb 3aBTpPa.

— Cmacu60, — ¢ mpuapIXaHueM IpoienTana Beponuka.

Tenepp, Korma oHa MOMy4MIia KOPOJEBCKOE J03BOJIEHHE, BepoHHKa Moria 3aHATbCS T€M, pajJd 4Yero 3aresia 3TOT
criektakiib. Ho mpexie oHa BcTpetutcsi ¢ Muteil. OcTalibHOE MOI0KIET.

CeiHa oHa Hanwia B aetckoil. [Ipu Buge marepu oH pagoCTHO 3aBU3KaN M Opocuiics el Ha 1ero. He MeHbllle MUHYTHI
Beponuka cxxumana ero B 0OBbATHSX U LI€JI0BaJIa, HACIaXKJasiCh €ro OIM30CThIO.

— MBI cHOBa OyzieM KUTh BMECTe, — PaJO0CTHO COOOIMIIA OHA, OTITYCKas ChIHA.

— 3nmecb? — HACTOPOKEHHO CIIPOCHIT MUTS U, TIOTYYUB YTBEPAUTEIIBHBIA OTBET, PACCIa0UIICS.

Beponuky 3aaeino, 4to ero Kyaa 0oJblle BCTPEUH ¢ MaTEPbi0 HHTEPECOBAI IOM.

— IlouemMy TbI XOU€Hb KUTh UMEHHO 371€Ch?

— babymke OyzneT mioxo TyT OJHOM.

— babymke Ceete?

— Her, npyroi.

UyscTBa Beponuku cmemanuch. C 0OqHONW CTOPOHBI OHA TOPAMIACh TEM, YTO ChIH IymaeT o Apyrux. Ho ¢ apyroi erc
VIIPSMCTBO pasapaxkano. OHa OTYETIIMBO TOHsIIA, YTO €l HU 3a 4TO He nepeyoenuts MuTtio. Ecnu Ha cyme ero crpocsr, ¢
KEeM OH XO4eT HUTbh, OH BbIOepeT CBeriiaHy ['eoprueBHy TOJIBKO H3-3a 3TOTO TPEKIATOro jaoma. KoHeuHO, HUKTO HE
3alpeTHT €l BUACTHhCA C PeOCHKOM, HO Mapy CBUAAHUN B HEAETIO HE 3aMEHAT IMOJIHOLCHHOM >XKM3HM BaBoeM. Jla u rme
rapaHTUd, 4TO NoJydyuB MuTio B cBoe pacnopsbkeHue, Csernana ['eoprueBHa He M30aBUTCA OT HEro, Kak KOIZNa-ToO OT
myxa? Hano neiictBoBaTh ¢ ymoM. Pa3 BepoHuka He B COCTOSHUM YBE3TH ChIHA U3 OCOOHSKA, IPHUIETCS 3aOTYIUTh JIOM.

Crenyromme Ba 4aca oHa mpoBesia ¢ Muteir. OHU cOOMpPaIIH JKEJIe3HYIO IOPOTY — €T0 JTIOOMMYIO UTPYIIKY, TTYCKaJIH TIC
Hel mapoBo3. Korma mpummio BpeMst oOela, OHa OCTaBWJia ChIHA ¢ HSHEH, a cama oTmpaBmiack k M3ompae Kaprnoswe,
BEpPHYTh, KaK 00eIaIa, 3auCKy.

Crapyiika BCTpeTHJIa €€ C paclnpoCTepThIMU OOBITHSIMHU. He sicHO TONbKO KOro OOJbllle OHA ObUIa pajga BUICTH:
Beponuky unu BepHyBIIMECS K HEW TOKYMEHTHI.

— W3onpna Kapnosua, — nomnpocuiia BepoHrka, — MOXKHO 5 €Ile HeHaJI0JITO OCTaBII0 ce0e MPEeICMEPTHYIO 3aITUCKY
Jleononpna?

— OT0 emie 3a4eM? — cTapylIKa ¢ I0J03PEHUEM YCTaBUIIACh HA HEE.

Beponunka counHsisia Ha XOmy:

— Xouy AaTh ee 0JTHOMY 4enoBeKy. [IycTh MpoBEpUT HA HATTUYUE TPOKIATHS.



OHna ckaszana mepBoe, YTO MPHILIO HAa YM, W €lIBa CHAepXkajach, YTOObI HE 3KMYPUTHCS, TAKOW TIYIIOCTHIO €H
nokasajianch coOcTBeHHbIe cioBa. Ho cyeBepnas M3onbna KapioBHa He pasrisgena moaBoxa.

— Mosxer, y Bac ecTh oOpa3zer momdepka Cpetnanbl ['eoprueBHbi? — BKoHel oOHarena Bepornuka. OHa nmoHsia, 4To
CTapyIIKy HE TaK-TO MPOCTO Pa3yOeIUTHCS B CYIIECTBOBAHUU MPOKJIISATHS, a 3HAYUT, IPU HEW MOXKHO He TauThcs. OHa Bce
PAaBHO BOCIIPUHUMAET IPOUCXOAIIEE [10-CBOEMY.

— I'ne-to 6bu10 MECHMO OT Hee. OHa O MOJIOJIOCTH MepenuchiBaiach ¢ JIeBoil.

Beponnka 3amonyunna oOpasen momuepka Cernanbl ['eoprueBHbl. OHa CHOBa CHE3JUT B CTOJHUIY M 3aKaKeT
MIOBTOPHYIO JKCIEPTHU3Y, U €CIM IMOAYEpK Ha INpeAcMepTHOM 3amucke Jleomospaa coBmajgeT ¢ moauepkoM CBETIaHbI
["eoprueBHbl, 3TO TOKaXKET, UYTO CBEKPOBb yOHIIa MyKa.

Beponuka yxe cTosia Ha mopore KomHaThl, koraa M3onsna KapnoBHa nonHTepecoBaiach:

— Kak tebe ynanocs nepeyoenuts CBeTKy?

Beponuka He cpady cooOpasuna: Cerka — 310 CBernana ['eoprueBHa. CTpaHHO CIBIIATH NMPEHEOPEKUTEITHHOE
oOpaleHrne K CBeKPOBH.

— Sl Bansnace y Hee B HOrax, — CO3Hajach BepoHuka.

— VYMHBII X011, — cTapymika yabioHynack. Ee 6€33y0blil poT MOX0AMIT Ha 3eMJISTHYIO siMy. — OHa 3TO JIFOOHT.

Jlns BepoHUKH CTano OTKPBITHEM HeNpus3HeHHOe oTHolueHue M3ombapl Kapnosubl k HeBecTke. Ocoboil cummnaruy
MEXy JKeHIIMHaMH He ObLJIO, HO OHU CTOJIBKO JIET JEJIUIU OCOOHSIK Ha JBOUX, YTO OKPY)KAIOIMe BOCIPHUHUMAIH MX KaK
onHO 1enoe. Beponnka Bapyr cooOpa3uia: OHa HHA pa3y He BUJEIa, YTOOBI JKEHIIMHBI 00IIATNUCH MEXK Iy COOOi.

OT0 03apeHue TpeOoBaslo HEMEAJIEHHOM MPOBEPKHU, U OHA CITPOCHUIIA!

— M3onbaa KapnosHa, mouemy Bbl HE pa3roBapuBacTe ¢ HEBECTKOW? Bl moccopuinucey?

— Hawm He o uem roBoputh. OHa yOusa CBOETO ChIHA — MOETO BHYKa!
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BepoHuka 3acTbuia ¢ OTKPBITBIM pTOM y ABepH. JlagHo, yOuTts Myxa. 3o emie Kyna Hu uuio. Ho pogaoro ceiHa! byayun
Martepbio, BepoHnka He MoTjia IpeICTaBUTh, KaK MOXXHO TTOMTH Ha Takoe. UTo 3a 4eioBeKoM Hao ObITh?

— 51 roBopuna eif, uto HeoOxoauMMO yBe3TH bopuca u3 3Toro moma, — 3akoHuMsa Mbicib M3oabpna KaprnosHa, u y
Beponuku otnersio ot cepana. Crapyika yrmoMsiHy1a yOUMCTBO B IEPEHOCHOM CMBICTIE.

— IloueMy oHa He nocaymanack? — cupocuia Beponuka.

— Cka3zasia, 4To He X04eT OpocaTh MEHS OJIHY.

— Yro BaMm cTomjo niepeexaTs ¢ HUMuU? Ilpoganu 661 1oM, Kynuiu Apyroil. MoxeT ObITh, BCE CIOKHUIOCH M10-IPYTOMY.

— Sl mokJIAnack He MOKUAATH CTEH ATOTO JoMa, — Mo pkaja ryosl M3ompaa KapinoBHa.

Beponuka mokadasna rojgoBoif. OHa yromuia B cymMacIleIImMid oM, He uHade. OTuero Bce OOBUHSIOT APYT Apyra, HO
IIPH 3TOM OTKa3bIBAIOTCS MPU3HATDH, YTO CaMU He 0e3 rpexa?

[ToMHMO OTHOILIEHUN MEXTy X03sHKaMU 0COOHsIKa BepoHuka nmposicHuIa Ai1s ce0s e1le OIMH MOMEHT: 110 HeTIOHSATHOU
npuunHe CeeTiana ['eoprueBHa HaoTpe3 OTKas3blBaaCh MOKHWHYTH AOM. UTO 3TO: MPHUBSA3aHHOCTh K OCOOHSIKY WJIM €CTh
CKpBITbIE MOTUBBI? BepoHuKa CKIIOHsIach KO BTOpOMY. CBEKPOBb HE MOX0’Ka HA CEHTUMEHTAJIbHYIO )KEHIMHY. UTO-TO ee
371eCh IEPKUT. YK HU HaJSXKAa TN OThICKATh coepexeHus Jleononpna?

Beponuka B miyOboko# 3amymunBocTH mokuHyna M3onpny Kapnosny. Jlake ecnu crycTsi CTOJNIBKO BPEMEHHU JCHBIH
OymyT HaieHbI, Kakoi B HUX ToJK? Yem momoryt CBeTiiane ['eoprueBHe Kydka IaBHO BBIIICANMX 3 00opoTa 6aHKHOT? 1o
COBPEMEHHBIM MEPKaM OHM TOJATCS PAa3Be UTO JJIs pACTONKHA KaMHUHa.

Crnemyer BO BceM JeTanbHO pazoOparbes. [Ipummio BpeMs 1 KyJIsTypHOH TporpamMMbl. BepoHuka qaBHO coOupanach
MOCETUTH MY3€H, pacIOJIOKEHHBIN B 31aHUU ObIBIICH (aOpuKu.

bymaru, uto mana eit M3onpna KapnoBHa, oHa B3sia ¢ co0oii, omacasichk OCTaBIsATh WX 0e3 nmpucmotpa. Eciu ¢ HuMu
YTO-TO CIY4YMTCS, € HUKOTJa HE y3HaTh, KTO HAa CAaMOM JIeJIe€ aBTOp NPEICMEPTHOM 3anucku Jleonoiba.

Ona noOpasack 10 IEHTpa Tropolia U TOJBKO TOTAAa cooOpasuiia, YTO HE 3HAEeT B KaKOM HAIMpaBICHUU JBUTATHCS
nanpie. Konecurs 1o ynunaMm B MOMCKax My3esl HE XOTeJIOCh, U BepoHuka crpocuia Jopory y Mpoxokero. MyxunHa B
BO3pacTe, KOTOPOrO OHa OCTaHOBWUJIA Ha TpOTyape, MOAPOOHO pacckasaid, Kak M Kyaa exarb. bbiBmas ¢abpuka
pacnosyaragack Ha Bble3zie. To-To BepoHuka B IpoIUTyO POTYJIKY IO TOPOy €€ HE BUAETA.

Crneyss HHCTPYKITUSM MECTHOTO KHUTEJIs, OHA OBICTPO J00panack A0 menu. Mysei, a 1o 3Toro Tkankas ¢adpuka, Obu1
OOHECEeH OrpaJloil M3 OKpAIlleHHBIX B O€Jbli BET KMPHUYHBIX CTOJOOB, MEXIY KOTOPBIMH TAHYIACh KOBaHasl pelleTKa.
Boporta mpexacraBmsiii coO0W apodyHBIA CBOI C HECKOJIBKMMH XOIaMH: JBa JJIs TEHIEX0A0B W OAWH IIMPOKUN IS
TpaHcropTa. 3MaHue UMeNo aBa 3Taxka. KpacHbIi 1BET €ro CTeH pe3ko KOHTPACTHUPOBAJ C Orpaaoil, Kak eciu Obl KTO-TO
HaJIWI KPOBU B MOJIOKO. YacTh 3/1aHUA C INIaBHBIM BXOJI0M poMOOM BbicTynana Boepen. [Io OokaM oT HEero BiI€BO U BIPaBO
TSHYTUCH J1Ba KpbUla. Ha rasoHax mBenu TIONbIAHBI, JOPOXKKU ObUTH BBHIMOIICHBI INTUTKOW, B TEHU JIEPEBbEB ILEOETANTN
MITHUIIBL

BepoHnuke npunuiocs 1o jayie 370 Mecto. C nepBbIX MUHYT IpeObIBAHMS 3/16Ch OHA OLIyTHIIA JbIXaHHE BpeMeHH. []axe



MJIACTUKOBBIE OKHA, TIPUILEIIIE Ha 3aMEHY JePEBIHHBIM, HE MOPTUIIN BIIEYATIICHUE.

OcraBuB MalMHy Ha COCEIHEH YIHIlE, OHA MEIIKOM BEpHYIACh K My3eto. UToObl MomacTe BHYTPh, KyImuia OWIIET.
Kontponep Ha Bxome mo0e3HO moaenuicss WHQpOpMalLMEl: BBICTABOYHBIX 3aJI0B Bcero uerbipe. He Tak yx mano mis
MPOBUHIIMAIIHOTO MYy3es, 110 ero ciaoBaM. [lepBblit 1 camblii 0OJBILON MOCBsIEH Mpou3BoACTBY. Ero Beponnka muHoBana
6e3 ocoboro mHTepeca. OCHOBHYIO YacCTh 3KCIMO3ULHUM 3aHMMANM TKAlKWe CTaHKU. [Ipu KelaHWM MO HUM MOKHO OBLIO
MPOCIEAUTH PA3BUTHE TKAIIKOW OTPACIH B CTPAHE.

BTopoii 3an HeMHOro ycrtymaa MNepBOMYy MO pa3Mepam. 3nech BepoHuka 3anepkanach 4yTh AoJiblie. bynyduwn
JKEHIMHOM, OHA HE CMOTJIa MPOUTH MUMO, BElb B 3aJie ObUTa BhICTaBleHA TPOAYKIus (padpuku. TkaHu, MyX)CKasl U AKEHCKAsI
ofie’k/a Ha Jt00OM BKYyC JIeKajdu Ha CIEHalbHBIX CTEHJAaX M BUCEIM Ha MaHeKkeHax. PaOpHuKy MOCTPOMIM B KOHIIE
JEBATHAAMATOTO BeKa. Hapsimel aToro BpemeHu ObutH 0coOeHHO Xoporm. CeoM MU PEeBONIOIMOHHBIC TOIBI, a 32 HUMU
BOCHHBIE. B 3TOT mepuoj MpOM3BOACTBO COCPEIOTOYMIIOCH Ha pabodueit omexzae W BoeHHOUW (opme. XKenckas omexnia
COBETCKOTO BPEMEHH HEMPUITHO Topasmiia Beponuky cBoeli yooroctero. [lonaganuck oTaenbHbIe MOIEIH, KOTOPBIE TIO TEM
BpeMEHaM CUMTAIIUCh MHUCKOM MO/Ibl, HO IPOCThIE CMEPTHBIE BPS/ JIM HOCUITU 3TH HaPSIIBL.

Tpetuii 3an Bo3Harpammi Beponuky 3a tepnenue. OH ObUT MEHBIIE MPEABIIYIIMX, 3aTO B HEM XpaHHJIACH MOJIE3HAsl
nHpopMarnus: uMeHa, Gororpaduu, kparkue omorpaduu OBIBIIMX BiaaeblieB (hadpuku. BepoHrnka MHUHOBaia CTEHIIBI C
cosnaresneM ¢Gabpuku u ero cembeil. OcHoBarenb (paOpuKu HE UMeN oTHOUICHUS K ceMbe CeBepuHbIX. CTEHT OO0, YTO
€ro cembs ObLIa perpeccupoBaHa BO BpeMmeHa peBomtonuu. [lampiie ¢dabpuka mepexoausia U3 PyK B PYKH, MOKa ee
JTUPEKTOPOM B MOCIEBOCHHBIE TONBI HE Ha3HauWwiIM ApHonbAa. Ero oTer nmpuHayiexkan K NapTHITHOW BEpXyIIKe. ITO OH
BBIOMJ Ha3HaueHue Juia cbiHAa. @abpuka mnpu ApHonpie mnporBeTana. OH oOkazajcs Ha YIMBIEHHE TOJIKOBBIM
pykoBonuTeneM. OOHOBHII TEXHUKY, BBEJI B TPOM3BOACTBO HOBBIC TKaHU. BepoHMKa HCTBITANa TOPIOCTH 32 POICTBEHHUKA,
MyCTh U HE KPOBHOTO. ApHONBI 00iafan XBaTkoW Ou3zHecMeHa. MOXHO MpPEICTaBUTh, KAaKUX BBICOT €MY YIAlOCh Obl
JIOCTUYb, )KUBU OH B HaIlle BpeMs. A Tak OOJbINast 4aCTh JOXOAOB IIUIa B TOCYIApCTBEHHYIO Ka3Hy. Ho mpu 3ToM ApHONbA
ceOs He 3a0bBan. Cyns mo ¢ororpadusM €ro u CeMbH, XUJIU OHHU Kyga Oorade, yeM MOT ceOe TMO3BOJUTH JUPEKTOP
TKaKou padpukH.

Beponuka omsiHynach B morMckax cMOTpHUTENs 3aia. Ta mpucTpomsiachk Ha CTyle B yIIy, TaK YTO HE Cpa3y 3aMeTHIlb.
JKennmHa mMeHCHOHHOTO BO3pacTa, JAOJDKHO OBITh, MoapadareBaia B My3ee. PaboTta Obuta He MBUTRHOW: cuan ceOe Iemnblit
JIeHb J]a CMOTPHU 1O cTopoHaM. Jlionu He ’kanmoBanu My3eil. BepoHuka yxe mosyaca, Kak Opoauia mo 3ajiam, M MOKa He
BCTPETHJIa HU OJTHOTO TypucTa. [loxoke, OHa €IMHCTBEHHBIN MTOCETUTETb.

— MoXHO y Bac KOe-4TO CIPOCUTh? — oOpaTuiack BepoHuka K CMOTPUTEILHHUIIE.

Ta, yrepeB pyku B KOJIEHH, MOAHSIIACH CO CTYNa, C KOTOPHIM €/IBa JIM HE cpociiach, U moaonuia k Beponuke. Cunuit
(GOpMEHHBIN XamaT C TPYIOM CXOmAWJIcS Ha MaccuBHOU rTpymu. COoky Oonrancs OCHIKMK, Ha HEM 3HAYUIIOCh HUMS
JkeHUMHbL: Mapus BuktopoBHa CenpIx.

— Pacckaxure, noxanyicra, o ceMbe CeBepUHBIX, — TONpocuiia BepoHuka W, UCMyraBOMChb, YTO €M OTKAXYT.
nobaBuia: — MHe KOHTPOJIEP Ha BXOJIe CKa3al, YTo s MOTY y3HATh BCE, UYTO MEHS 3aUHTEPECyeT, Y CMOTPHUTEIS 3alia.

XKennmua ynpiOHyIach, 1 €€ UCIEIPEHHOE MOPIMHAMHU JHUI0 Ipeodpasmiock. Beimsernme maza noremnenu. OHa
o0paioBasiach, 9TO KTO-TO MPOSBUI HHTEPEC K IKCITOHATAM.

— D10 Apnonbsa CeBeprH — MepBbIi Biajaenel GadpuKku U3 3TOM CEMbU, — MPUHSIIACH OHA BEIIATh, YKa3bIBas M0 MEpe
paccka3za Ha (oTtorpaduu co CTCH/IOB.

CmoTpuTenh I0JTO TIepeducisuia (pakThl U3 KU3HU APHOJBIA, KOTOphE U Tak ObutM M3BecTHBI Beponuku. Ho one
BHUMATEIFHO CITyIaia, BAPYT Ta CKAXKET YTO-HUOYIb IETbHOE.

Korma Mapus BukTopoBHa maraysa K cTeHay ¢ ucropueit Jleomonsaa, Beponnka nepeduia ee BOpoCcoMm:

— Cxaxwure, OTKyga y ApHOJibJIa ObLIO CTONBKO JeHer? S cMoTpio Ha ¢ororpaduu U BHXKY, 4TO OH He OelCTBOBAI.
Bort 3nmeck on Ha «IlobGene». Pa3Be 3T0o He camas jpoporast MammmHa B Ty opy? Y nupekTopa TKarkou (padbpuku Obuia Takas
OoubIast 3apruara’?

— «IToGena» ObuTa HE TOJIBKO JOPOTUM aBTOMOOMIJIEM, HO M JIOCTATh €€ ObLIO CI0KHO, — KUBHYJIA CMOTPUTEILHUIIA.
— CpIrpanu poiib CBsI3U, C HUMH Y APHOIbAA ObUT MONHBIN MOPsSAOK. OH IPUTOPTOBBIBAT M3-TIOJ MOJIBI KOCTIOMaMU U
miarbsMu. lloroBapuBaiy, 4TO CyIIECTBOBAJ TMOAMOJBHBIN LEX, [J€ UIMIH OACKIY HCKIIOUUTENbHO JUISl HMapTHIHBIX
YHHOBHHUKOB M UX JKEH.

— Tak BOT oTKYy1a AeHBI'H, — MpobopMoTana BepoHuka.

— Jleonomnb, CyMeB Onaromapsi CBSI3sIM OTIIA 3aHSATh MECTO TUPEKTOpa CITYCTS MATHAIATH JIET MOCIE €ro CMEpTH,
MPOJOJIKIII TPAKTUKY OTILIA.

— A KTO ynpasysin ¢pabpukoii mocne rudenu ApHoibaa?

— JIpyr ceMbU, — CMOTpUTEIbHUIIA Ha3Bajla UMsI ¥ (PaMUITUIO MY>KUYMHBI, HO OHU HUYETo He roBopuiu Beponuke. —
YacTHass coOCTBEHHOCTh ObLTa 3amperieHa B TO BpeMs, HO TOpPOAOK ObLT MaleHbKU. Bcs KU3HBb KPYTHIACh BOKPYT
¢dabpuku. Bcee, Tak wiam nHave, 3HanM, 4to (padbpuka npuHamiexut CeBepuHbiM. Takue Obutn mopsnaku. I[loaTomy, Korma
Jleomonba OKOHYHIT YHUBEPCUTET, OH TIEPBBIM JISTIOM BO3TIIABUI (haOpUKYy.



Kennmna nmoxgsena ee k creHay ¢ hororpadusmu Jleononpna. [Tonayanmy Beponuka cMoTpena Ha HUX PaBHOMYIIHO.
Ona yxe Buzgena ¢oro Jleononpna B koMHare M3ombabl Kapnosusl, a Ha CBeriany ['eoprueBHy m BOBCE HE XOTEIOCH
AT TMIHUN pa3. Ho MMeHHO nmocnenHss 3acTaBuila ee 3a1epPKaThCs epes CTEHIOM.

— Yro 3T10? — BepoHuka obparnanack, Mpex/ae Bcero, k cede, He 0CO3HaBasi, YTO TOBOPUT BCIIYX.

— O yeM BbI? — mepecnpocuiia CMOTPUTEIIbHUIIA.

Beponuka crosna HampoTuB ¢otorpaduu Jleomonbna U ero keHol. MX CHsIM Ha KakoM-TO OOIIECTBEHHOM
Meponpusatun. O6a ObUIM OAETHI MO BBICIIEMY pa3psly, YTO HE YAMBUTEIBHO IJIS YIPABISIIOIMX KPYHMHOM TKaIKOH
¢dabpuxoii. Ho kyma mroGombiTHee HapsiioB Obulo oxepenbe Ha ee Ceernanbl ['eoprueBHbl. Jlake Ha uepHO-Oernoit
¢dororpaduu BepoHuka, He pa30upasich B IparoleHHOCTSAX, YJIOBUIIA, YTO 0XKEPEIbe HEBEPOSITHO 10POTroE.

— DT0 OpUIUIMAHTBI? — CIIPOCHUIIA OHA.

— TpynHo ckazarh, — XKEHIWMHA OJIN30PYKO COLIypUiIach, pasnisabBas GoTo. — Jleononp 1 ero cynpyra cllaBUIHCh
M000Bb K JparoneHHocTssM. OHHM CKyIajdud MX B OFPOMHBIX KoJM4ecTBaX. [IeHbIM B TO BpeMsl PEIKO XpaHWIU B OaHKeE.
OcobeHHO 3apaboTaHHblE HeYeCTHbIM IyreM. HeaBmxumocTs ObUIO HE KynuTb. BOT M BKJIaablBad B 30J0TO JIg
OpHILITHAHTBHIL.

— W rne onu cetiyac?

— Kro0 3HaeT? — moxasna rie4amu XKeHIIMHA. — XpaHsTcs, HaBepHoe, B ceii(e y BIaIesblIeB.

BepoHnuke nokasancst moo3puTeNbHbIM OBICTPBIN OTBET CMOTPUTENbHUIIBI. OHA MPUCTAIBHO HA HEe B3MISHY/IA U Ta HE
BBIIIEpIKaa:

— Bor Bac, Mon01€Xb, TONBKO KA U 3aHUMaeT. Het Bam nena 1o ucropuu.

— Kakoii eme knaa?

— JlparoueHHOCTH Iponanu nocie cmeptu Jleononbaa, — npousHecaa CMOTpUTeNbHULA. — OH SKOOBI crpsATan ux
Ir7ie-To, a TI€ MUMEHHO HUKOMY He cKa3ail. M Bposie OHM XpaHATCS TaM 110 CEW JIEHb.

— Bot kak, — Beponuka nomuia K BeIX0Ay, OpOCHB Ha IPOIIAHKE: — CIacuoo!

— Ilocronite, — oxnukHyna Mapusg BuxropoBHa. — Bbl ke He OCMOTpenu 4eTBepThld 3ai1. Tam y Hac UCTOpHUS
pabouero IBM>KEHUS. B peBoIIOUIO 3/16Ch TPOXOIMIIA MACCOBbIE 3a0aCTOBKHU.

— B apyroii pa3 HenmpeMeHHO Ty/a 3ariisiHy, — Ha X0y Opocuiia Beponuxka.

— Bor Tak Bcerga, — Bce Bopyaia CMOTPUTENbHHUIIA. — BeuHO MOJIONIe)KH Tpareauu Jia TailHbl ogaBail. Hukomy Het
JIeNa 10 UCTOPHH.

I'mapa 20

BepoHnnka BbUieTENAa Ha YIMIy M3 My3es, YeM HEMaJlo Hamyraja KoHTpoJjepa. [Iputopmosniia oHa TONBKO Tepen
CBETO(OPOM U TO MOTOMY, UTO TOPET KPACHBIN CBET.

Haxkonen, Bce BcTamo Ha cBou Mecrta. IlociaeaHuii KycOdeK MO3aWKW HJCATbHO COIIEJCS C OOIMM PHCYHKOM.
I parouennoctu Bce o0bsicHsn! OHa-To nomaina rojiosy: ordero Ceetnana ['eoprueBna tak nepxkutcs 3a qom? I[louemy He
cwrenet? He mpomact ero, moka 3To ere Bo3MokHO? Benb comep)karh OrpOMHBIN OCOOHSIK ¢ €€ CKYAHBIMH JOXOJaMH Ol Kak
He npocto. [IpuunHa Obuta 6aHambHA: CBEKPOBH IO CEHl JIEHb HE Tepsia HAJACKIbl OTHICKATh MpUIpITaHHbIE JIeomoabaom
nparoreHHocTH. Eciu OBl pedb ma o Kyrmopax, oHa Obl JaBHO cianack. Ho 30510To 1 kaMHU He TepstoT B nieHe. Celiuac oHU
CTOSIT, MOXKET CTAaThCs, OOJIbBIIE, YeM KOTAa UX MPUoOpesn. ITo ke HacTosIee 0oraTcTBo!

Beponuka mnpexacrtasnssia xonm Mmbicieit Cpetnanbl ['eoprueBnbl: Jleomonba He ycmen nepenarb IparolieHHOCTH
moOoBHHUIIE. B mpoTHBHOM ciydae oHa ObI HE FOTHJIACH B OTHOKOMHATHOUM XpyieBke. Ho OH TOWHO HamepuBaics 3a0parh
X ¢ cobor m mig atoro crpstan. Craenarb OH 3TO MOT TOJBKO B JIOME€ WJIU TAE-TO MOOJMU30CTH. Bpsin nmu oH KOMY-TO
JIOBEpUJI IPAarolleHHOCTU. Belb 0T WX COXpaHHOCTH 3aBUCENO ero Oymyimiee. YmoOHee BCero ObUTO JepKarh WX MOJ PYKOM,
9TOOBI B 11000 MOMEHT UMETh K HUM JIOCTYII.

Csernana ['eoprueBHa 3Hasa npo AparoinieHHOCTH. OHU TpUHAMIEKAIM €d 10 Toro, kak mnpomnanu. Ho mpomwio
TpUaNATh JeT. Heykenu CBEeKpOBb BEPUT, UTO UX €I MOYKHO OTHICKATh?

BepoHuky Tak ¥ MOIMBIBAIO HAMPSAMUK CIOPOCUTH 00 3ToM y CBernanbl [€oprueBHBIL, HO 3TO OymeT €€ MOCIeTHUN
Bompoc. Cpasy mocJie 3TOro CBeKpOBb BHICTABUT €€ U3 JoMa. M Ha 3TOT pa3 HaBcer/a.

Kak tompko BepoHmka okasanach B MallliHe, BO30YXKICHHE CMEHWIOCh amarueil. OHa 3acThUIa, MOJIOKHUB PYKH Ha
pynb. CeromHsi OHa HE yCIeeT OTBE3TH Oymarw Ha HSKCHEpTH3Y. 3aBTpa HaA0 OyJIeT eXaTh B CTOJHILY, a IIOTOM €Il HEIEIIO
XKAaTh pe3ynbrara. UTo K, o KpaiiHel Mepe, y Hee OyeT 1enas HeAems CIIOKOWHOM »ku3HU. MoxHO OyeT pacciabuTbes u
Ha BpeMsi 3a0BITh O MPOKJISITUSAX U yOUHCTBAX.

B ocoGHsik oHa BepHYnach Ommke kK HOuM. Muts roroBuiicst Ko cHy. Cepreit yexain k cebe, 1 BepoHuka mouyBcTBoBaia
ce0sg oqMHOKOM. B moMe mosiHOM JIFoAei OHa He Haxo4uiia cede MecTa.

Beponuka cryctunach B KyXHIO Ha TOMCKH 4YeTrO-HUOYIb BKYCHEHBKOTO. J[€CepT OTIIMYHO MOMOTAeT CIPABHTHCS C
IypHBIM HacTpoeHueMm. Ho, yBbl, B OydeTe He ObUIO HHM IOKOJIaJla, HU KOH(QET, MEUYCHhE U TO OTCYTCTBOBAJIO. 3aTO OHA
OoOHapyKHsia OTKPBITYIO YIaKOBKY KakKao, a B XOJOAWIBHUKE MakeT MoJioka. CBapuB CIAIKHil HAMUTOK, BepoHHKa c



KPYXXKOH MOJHATACh K ce0e B CHaJIbHIO.

OHa ycTpousiach Ha KpOBaTH C KHUKKOM, PsIIOM Ha TyMOy MOCTaBHJIA YAIKy U MPUHSIIACH YUTATh, TOMKUBAsI TOpsYEe
Kakao. JItoOOBHBIN poMaH, 4TO OHa BbIOpasa B OMOJIMOTEKE BHU3Y, COBEPIIICHHO HE Hampsrai. Teriblii HaluTOK COrpeBall U
HaBeBaJl IpeMOTy. BepoHuka He 3aMeTHIIa, Kak YCHYJIa C KHUTOM B pyKax.

Ee pa30Oynun Obronmii B ma3a ceetT. Heyxkenu mactynuio yrpo? OHa He 3aMeTHIIa, Kak MposieTesna Hodb. Ho 3a okHOM
obut0 TeMHO. CBeT, MEMIAIONMIA CIIaTh, UCXOAUI OT HOYHMKA. BepoHUKa MpOTsHYNAa PYKY, YTOOBI BBHIKIIOUUTH HOYHUK, HO
CTpaHHBIN CKpeOylmiicsi 3ByK MpUBICK e¢ BHUMaHue. OKHO B CIAJIbHE CTOSIJIO IMMMPOKO pacmaxHyThM. Trob pa3gayBanach
OT BeTpa, Kak Mmapyc, 0cTaBasi Kpaem 110 KpoBaTH. BepoHuka Oblia TOTOBA MOKJISICTCS, YTO 3aKphIBajia OKHO.

OHa HexoTsl BcTajla, 3aKpbITh OKHO, U MTHOBEHHO 3aMep3jia B TOHKOW copouke. J[HeM ObLIO >KapKo, a HOYBIO
CIIYYUJIMCh 3aMOPO3KHU — BECEHHSIS MTOT0/1a HEMTOCTOSIHHA, KaK Kampu3Has gama. O0xBaTuB ce0s pykamu 3a mieun, Beponnka
HarHylia K OKHY M HaJaBWJIa Ha paMy, TOJIKas €€ Ha MECTO, KOIa 3ByK MOBTOpuics. Ka3amock, KTO-TO 4TO-TO BOJIOYUT
MPsIMO N0/ CTeHaMU KOMHAThL. ClieIoM MOCIBIIATUCH NUIENKU. TOYHO yrmanu KOMbs CHIPOM 3eMIIH.

Beponuke cnenanocs He no cede. Eif Obl 3aXJIOMHYTh OKHO U KaK MOXHO CKOPEE BEPHYTHCS MO TEIIOE ONesyIo, HO
BMECTO 3TOr0 OHA OTOJIBUHYJIA TIOJIb U IIATHYJA K OKOHHOMY ITPOEMY.

N3-3a moTHOM JTyHBI U POCCHINTH 3BE3/1 HA HEOE BUIMMOCTH OblIa XOopoIei. ITo ObUla ofHA U3 TEX HOYCH, KOoTma HeOo
CJIOBHO CBETHTCS M3HYTpU. Kak ecnu ObI K Kymoixy HeOOCBOa C Ipyroil CTOPOHBI MPUCTaBaJId (POHAPUK, U €r0 pacCesTHHBIN
CBET IpeBpaIal HOYb B OJIEKII0€ TTo00ue JTHS.

Jlec kaszancs YEpHUJIBHBIM MSATHOM, TEMHOM KJISIKCOW Ha MOBEpXHOCTH Oymaru-mois. Ha rpanume jieca KTO-TO
nBuraics. Beponuka yneprnace J1aloHIMH B IOJOKOHHUK M HAKJIOHUJACh Bliepel. OHa HAMOJIOBUHY BBICYHYIACh U3 OKHA,
4TOObI Pa3MIAACTh NMPOUCXOASIIEEe. 3BYKH, HACTOPOXKUBIIHME €€, OTCIOA CIBIIAIUCH OT4eTinBee. Heuro ¢ yaBkaHbeM
BOH3MUJIOCH B 3€MJII0, OTOPBAJIO OT HEe KYCOK U BBIOPOCHUIIO MOOJIANb C XapaKTEPHBIM HUIETIKOM.

BepoHuka mpuilypwiach, NBITasiCh pacCMOTPETh, YTO TBOPUTCA IOA COCHOM. Tol caMoi, Ha KOTOPOM IOBECHIICS
ApHONBI W TION KOTOPOW MPHUCHUJIICA €l ¢ meTiedl Ha mee. Tepnenue BepoHumkm OBUIO BO3HArpakJI€HO: OHA yBHIEJA
YellioBeKa ¢ Jiomarod B pykax. [lon KamromoHOM J0KIE€BHKA, HAKUHYTOM TOBEPX OACKIbL, HENb3sl ObUIO Pa3mISIETh HU
[[BETa BOJIOC, HU 4epT Juia. Ho mmpokue miedn U pocT BbIaBajil B HE3HAKOMIIE MYKUUHY. OH ObUT MOJHOCTHIO MOMIOIEH
paboToii: HE A 10 CTOPOHAM, KOTIAM SAMY.

BepoHunka HeCKOIbKO MUHYT KaK 3aBOpOXKEHHas HaOlofana 3a MpoleccoM, IOKa He 3aTeKJIH 3alliCThs, Ha KOTOpPbIE
oHa onupanack. OHa IIEBENbHYIACh, MMOMEHSATH O3y, HO HEYKJIOXKE JIBUTasiCh, 3allCNMJIa paMy, U OKHO CKPHUIIHYJO.
Myx4uHa ¢ J0onaroi 3acThll HaJ MO, a MOTOM PE3KO 3alPOKUHYI IOJ0BY U B3NISIHYIT Ha Beponuky. OHa He BUJEna €ro
a3, HO OblIa yBepeHa: Te CMOTPAT MpsiMo Ha Hee. OHa KOXeil oIylana ero B3op. TOT TOYHO J1a3ep MpOKUTal ee.

Beponuka oTnpsiHynia OT OKHa, YCIIEB 3aMETUTh, KaK MYXXUYHMHA OITYCTHJI JIOTIAaTy Ha 3eMJII0 U ToIleN K AoMy. BHe cels
OT y)Kaca OHa 3axJIONMHYlIa OKHO, J00palach IO KPOBarWM M CIpATaNach MOA ONESIOM, CIOBHO MalieHbKas JEBOUKA.
Beponuka ciblinana XJIOMOK BXOIHOW JABEPH, CKPUIl CTYIEHEHW MO TSHKEIbIMU CaloraMy W IIard Ha BTOpOM »Taxke. OHu
o0opBaKCh TOJ ABEPHIO €€ CHaNbHH. BepoHHMKa HATSHYNIA ONEsI0O O CaMBIX IV1a3, KOTOPBIX OHA HE CBOIWJIA C JIBEPHOMN
PYYKH, OXKUJas, 4YTO Ta BOT-BOT OIIYCTUTCS BHM3 M B KOMHAry BOMJET MYKUMHA B J0xkAeBUKe. OHA CIy4ailHO y3Halla €ro
TaifHy. 3acTyKana Ha MeCTe MPECTYIJICHUS, U TeNepb OH SIBUJICS K HEll, 4TOObI pa3 M HaBceraa 3akphITh €l poT. Beponuka
npeAcTaBuia, Kak moyrpy Pauca, Hsus wim, He gaii bor, MuTs Haiiayt ee 6e3apixanHOe Teno. Ee MyTHII0 OT 9TOW KapTHHBL
HO CTpax CKOBBIBAJ IO PyKaM W HOTaM, OHa ObLIa HE B CHJIaX MO3BATh HA MIOMOIIIb.

[nu cexyHnapl, 32 HUIMH MHUHYTHI, a IBEPbh OCTaBaiach 3aKpbiToi. CIOBHO U HE OBLIO HUKOTZA MYXYHUHBI C JIOTATOM,
OynTO HE KpaJiCs HUKTO K CHalbHE, YTOOBI YHUUYTOXKUTH CciydaifHoro cBujeTens. OHa Bce KJana M Kaajia, HO HUYEero He
MIPOUCXOJIUJIO. . .

[TpocHynace Beponuka, korma Bce oOuTarenu noma AaBHO BcTaidu. CBEeTHJIBHUK Bce eme pabotan. OHa 3a0buia ero
BBIKJIIOUUTH. PackpbiTas KHHra Bajsiach 0kosio kpoBatu. OHa cOpocuiia ee Tyna Bo cHe. bosblle HU4ero He HamOMUHAJIO O
coObITHsIX HOuM. HaBepHoe, eif Bce MPUCHUIIOCH.

Y1pom Beponuka nepseiM genoM Hamwvia Ceprest U mepenana eMy NMpeacMepTHYIO 3anucky Jleomonsaa ¢ oOpasiowv
noguepka Cetnanbl ['eoprueBHbl. Y Hee He ObUTO BpeMEHHM OTBE3TH UX 3Kcrepty. OHa mompocuia 310 caenars Cepres.
Tot oGeman 10cTaBUTh OyMaru B CTOJIMILY CETOTHS XKe.

[Tocne 3aBTpaka Beponunka npuroroBuia OyrepOpobl, MOMbUIA SOTOKH, B3s1a OyTHUIKY C MUTHEBOW BOJOW U CIIOXKHUIIA
BCE B KOp3UHY. 3a cOopaMu OHAa MUMOXOJIOM MOUHTepecoBasiach y Paucel, He youpanach Jiu OHa YTPOM B KOPUIOPE BTOPOTO
ATaxa.

— S kyxapka, a He moysioMoiika, — ¢rIpkHyIa Panca. — B Moum 0053aHHOCTH HE BXOOUT MOATHPATh TPs3b 3a
JKAJIbLIAMU.

— Tak 3Ha4YUT Thl HE MbLJIA MTOJ HAa BTOPOM dTaxe? — yrouHuia Beponuka.

Paunca mocmoTtpena Ha Hee Kak Ha CITa00YMHYIO U TTIOBTOPHIIA:

— 1 ke ckaszana: 3TO HE BXOJUT B MOU OOSI3aHHOCTH.

— A KTO yOupaetcs B jomMe? — He oTcTaBajia Beponuxka.



— Ilpuxoaut oxna mectHas. Ho 3To penko ObiBaeT.

Beponuka cama Bujena: oM HyKJaeTcs B TIIATeNbHON yoopke. Ho ceifuac ee uaTepecoBaio apyroe. Bonias yrpoM u3
CHajJbHH, OHA MEPBBIM JIEJIOM MPOBEpHUIa HET JIM Ha MOJy cjieloB oOyBU. BOTHHKM He3HAKOMIa B JJOXKICBHKE HAaBEpHSKA
ObUTH BBITAYKaHBI B 3€MJI€, OH HE MOT HE OCTaBHUThH cieoB. Ho moa Obu1 aOCONIIOTHO YHUCT, CIOBHO €0 MPOTEPIN MUHYTY
Hasas.

— Korga ybopumia npuxonuia B mociaeIHui paz? — crnpocuiia Beponuxka.

— Ha Toit Henenn, Ka)eTcs.

— A ceroHs ee He ObUIO? — HE TOBEpUJIa OHA.

— Her.

Beponuka octraBuiia KyxapKy B IOKO€. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, HOYHOW T'OCTh MOI' pa3yThCs Ha IOPOre W MJATU HABEPX B
OJIHUX HOCKaxX. B aToM ciryyae He ocTanock Obl CBUIETEIBCTB €0 MPUCYTCTBUS.

Beponuka nopssutace 3a Mureit B getckyro. Ha ynuue crosna oTyiMyHas morojga, ¥ OHa pelliia BBITOJIHUTE JaHHOE
ChIHY oOelaHue: cxonuTh Ha NMUKHUK. [lepen Tem kak 3abparb MuTio y HAHS OHa crHpocuia paspenieHue y CBeTiaHbl
I'eopruesHsl. He xBaTaio 1o riynnocTu oTepsaTh ee JOBEpHUE.

MuTs BOpUNIPBDKKY BbIOEXKA U3 IoMa M CBEPHYJ B CTOPOHY TOJIS.

— Iopoxnu! — oxnukHyna ero Beponuka. — JlaBaii, cHayana 3aiiJieM B Ipyroe MecTo.

— Kyna 310? — MuTs pe3ko ocTaHOBUIICS.

— He nepexwuBaii, — BepoHuka goraganachk: OH HCIIYTaJcs, YTO OHA OMATh HE CACPKHUT CIOBO, — MBI 0053aTeNIbHO
YCTPOUM MHUKHHUK. Thl HAJIOBHUIIL CTOJBKO 0abO4yeK, CKOJIBKO MOKejaellb. T0JbKO IMporyiseMcs 10 Jieca u oOparHo. A
II0TOM Cpa3y IOKJIEM Ha I0JIE.

Bcro npopory o neca Muts Obi1 MpadeH, Kak Tpo3oBas Tyqa. Cadok, 3aXBa4eHHBIA IS JIOBIH 0a00YEK, BOJOUHMIICS T10
3emJie. B Hero HaOMBaIMCh MeJIKHE KaMEeIlKH, HO MaJIbuiK He 00palian Ha 3TO BHUMAHHSL.

— Tr1 vero xmypeIii? — cnpocuia Beponuka.

— He xouy uaru B nec, — nposopuai Murs, He mogHUMas TOJI0BbL. — Tam pacTyT IJI0XHUE AePEBbs.

Beponuka coBcem 3abputa o nerenne, koropoi M3onpaa Kapnosna Hanmyrama Mutio. OH ObUT yBepeH, YTO MECTHBIH Jiec
— COCPENOTOYCHHE 311a.

— Ecnu He xouens uATH, st He Oyay Te0s 3acTaBisATh, — BepoHHKa mpucesa Ha KOPTOYKH nepes cbiHoM. — [lomoxau
MEHS 31€Ch. I CKOPO BEPHYCh.

— bynb octopoxkHa! — NOHECHOCH B CIIMHY, KOI'/1a OHA HAIIPAaBUJIACh K JIECY OJHA.

3nech He OBUIO MPOTONTAHHOM TPOMMHKU. MecTHBIE HE MpHOMMKANMCh K ATOW YacTH Jieca yxke JaBHO. MnTu
MPULUIOCH HANpsIMUK yepe3 noiie. Horu 1o u neno yea3anu B cbipoit 3emie. [Iponuoroanss cyxas TpaBa gocTaBaja 10 UKD,
LEIJISUIAch 3a IHYPKHU KPOCCOBOK U OTBOPOTHI JUKUHC, TOYHO XOTEJIA yAEpkKaTh €€, HE IYCTUTH B JIEC.

BepoHnnka mnposiBuiia HacTOWYMBOCTH M B HWTOre no0Opanach A0 3aBeTHOW cocHbl. OHa HE 3Haja TOJIKOM, YTO
paccuuThiBasia HaifTu. Bo3MoxkHO, cienpl mpedbBanus HouHOTo rocTs. Ecnu moseser, mecto, rie oH konai. Ho ee xxnano
pazodapoBanue. 3emiis Obuta HeTpoHyTOU. Cyls IO TYCTOMY M paBHOMEPHOMY KOBPY M3 TOATHHUBIIEH JTUCTBBI, JIoNara He
Kacayiach 3eMJid MHoro JieT. Ho BepoHuka Moria nokyiscTbes, 4To BUAENIa, KaKk My)KunHa Komadn!

OHa mpucena Ha KOPTOYKH U TIpHIKaja JaJoHb K movBe. Ta Obuta XOJOMHOW M BIQXXHOW Ha OINyNb. PaHHWE pOCTKH
OCOKHM IIEKOTaJIM KOXY. BepoHuke mouyquiioch, 4To 3eMisl BUOpUpYeT Mof JiafoHblo. OHa MCIYraHO OTAEpHYIa PYKY,
nopesaB Majblbl B HECKOJBKUX MecTax 00 ocTphle Kpasl TpaBbl. Haneren Betep U ¢ CUJION TOJKajl €€ B CHUHY, BBITOHSS
POYb U3-T10J1 KPOHBI JiepeBhbeB. [IpeObiBas B CMATEHUH OT CBOEH HAXOJKH, OHA HE MPOTHUBUIIACH U BEPHYJIACH K CHIHY.

— 3a4eM Thl TyJla Xoauaa? — MEePBbIM JEJI0M crpocus Murts.

— Hapno 6b110 K0€-4TO MPOBEPUTH, — paccessHHO 0TBeTUIIa BepoHuka.

— IIpoBepuna?

Ona nmocmoTtpena Ha ceiHa. OH HE OTCTaHET, IIOKa HE BBITSHET U3 HEee MOJIPOOHOCTH.

— Ckaxu, Tbl HE CIBIIIAT HOYbO HUYErO CTPAHHOI0?

— CTpaHHOrO0 Kak 4ro?

— Kak, Hanpumep, 1aru Ha JJIECTHUIE, KOTI/Ia Bce crAT. Mn kak KTO-TO XOIUT MOJ OKHAMHU MJIM JIaXKe KOIAeT.

— Komnaetr? — MuTs 3anenuiics 3a nociennee ciioBo. — Kak konaiot simy?

— Jla, — xuBHYyJa BepoHuka, — Kak KOMaroT siMy.

ChIH 1mOKadaj rojoBOHM, JaBasi HOHSTb, YTO HHMYErO CTPAHHO IPOLUIOW HOYbIO HE 3ameTui. BepoHuka ckpeuia
pazoyapoBaHHE 3a YIBIOKOM.

ITukHuk ynancs Ha cinaBy. OHHM BEpHYIUCH JOMOM TOJIBKO K YXKMHY. YCTaBILME, HO JOBOJIbHbIE. MUTS HaJOBHI C
necsaTok 0abouek. B OCHOBHOM KamyCTHHII, HO 3TO HE YMaJsUI0 €ro BocToproB. baGodyek OH OTMYCTHII, 3aBUB, YTO UM
JydIle XKHUTh Ha cBoOoze. Brimyckas HaceKOMbIX U3 OaHKH, OH ObLT cepbe3eH, TouHo crnacaresib MUC. «HukTo He nomkeH
KUTh B HEBOJIE», — CKa3ajl MuTs, Hemalio 03a1auuB BepoHuUKy.

BeuepowM, korna BepoHuka 1u1a B cajibHIo, ABEph B KoMHary M3o0mpas1 KapioBHb! nproTKpbuiack. B n1BepHOM npoeme



MOKa3aJ0Ch HWHBAJUJHOE Kpecyio. Xo3fAlKa BOcCcelaja Ha HEM C TOpAO NOAHSTOM rojioBoM. UTO HU roBopH, a
BBICOKOMEPHOCTH B TOW WJIM MHOW CTEIIEHU CBOMCTBEHHA BCEM UYJIEHAM ATOW CEMBH.

— Sl Bunena tebds ceroans y neca, — ckasana M3zonpaa KapiosHa.

Beponunka He ynuBuiiach ee ocBeAOMIIEHHOCTH. CTapylika MOYTH HE MOKHK/1aja CBOM MOCT y okHa. OTTyla OTKphIBAJICS
IIPEKPACHBIM BUJ Ha JIEC U B TOM YHCIIE HA Ty CAMYIO COCHY, I7le IOBECUJICS €€ MYX, U I1ie Bdepa HOUbl0 BepoHuka Buzaena
He3HakoMIa. Eil mpunuio B ronosy, uro M3onpaa KapioBHa Momia Toxe ero 3aMeTuTh. Bpsia nu crapyiika MUPHO CIIUT 1O
HOYaM.

— Houbro MHE 1MOKa3a10Ch, 4YTO MOJ COCHOM KTO-TO €CTh, — CKa3ajia BepoHuka.

— W TBI penimia mpoBEPUTH?

— 1 Bcero nuIb X0TeNa YOSAUTHCS, YTO ATO HE OBLIIO CHOM.

— 3ps crapanack, — npousHecsaa M3onpaa KapnoBHa. — f Bcro HOUb mpocujena y oOKHa. PgioM ¢ JiecoM HUKOTO He
OBLITO.

Horaaka Beponuku moaTrBepauiaach, HO pe3yiabraT ObUT HE TOT, 4TO OoHa oxuaana. Kak M3omnpna KapioBra morna He
3aMETUTh YEJIOBEKA C JIonaToi B pykax?

— Tbl puHSIIa UTPY JTYHHBIX OJMKOB 32 YEJIOBEUYECKYIO0 PUTYpy, — MpOoAOJhKajia MEXKIy TeM crapyuka. — [lomoOHoe
MHOI/IA CITy4aeTCs.

Beponuka He criopuna. XoTs el ObUTO He MOHATHO, KaKUM 00pa3oM MTpa CBeTa MOXKET UMUTHUPOBATh 3ByKH. Beab oHa
OTUETJIMBO CIBIITANA, KaK HE3HAKOMEI[ CHaJajia Komall, a 3areM Imen K jgomy. Ho oHa mpomoinyana, 4ToObl HE BOJIHOBATh
MOXKUIYIO XKEHIWHY.

B oxumanum 3KCriepTU3bI MOT4epkoB, BepoHuka mpoBoauia cBoOogHOE BpeMs ¢ cbiHOM. OHa ObUta ObI COBEPIIICHHO
CUaCTIIMBA, eclii Obl HE BBIHYK/IEHHAs pa3iyka ¢ CepreeM.

Hakanyne mnepBoMaiickux mpa3nHukoB Cepreil che3auil B CTOJNUIY M 3a0pan pe3ylbrar SKcrnepTH3bl. UToObI
03HAKOMUTHCS C BBIBOAAMH SKCIIEPTOB MMOTYEPKOB, BepoHuka coexana u3-noj OJUTENbHOI0 OKa CBEKPOBU U BCTPETHIIACH C
Cepreem B kade, T1€ OH nepeai el 3arnedaTaHHbli KOHBEPT.

— Te1 yntan? — cnpocuina Beponuxka.

— Jlaxxe He BckpbIBaj. Permi, Tol 3aXo4ens ObITh EPBOM.

— V 1ebs npekpacHas BbIIepKKa, — BOCXUTHIIACh OHAa. — S ObI HEe yTepnena.

Beponunka otkpsiia koHBepT. Crenana oHa 3TO HE aKKypaTHO, pa30pBaB €ro Ha HECKOJIbKO yacTeil. OTTyda Bblmalia
yxke 3HakoMmas (opma ortuera. OHa Oerio ero mpouMrtana, HE COCpeloTaurBas BHUMaHHE Ha HaydHbIX TepMuHax. Ee
MHTEPECOBAJIO OJJHO: COBNAJAIOT IMOYEPKHU UITU HET.

— Ara! — nakonen, Beponuka go6panacek 10 maBHoro. OT HanpspKEHHs OHA BIEMIIIACH B Oymary, He 3amedasi, 4To
KOMKAET €e.

— Yro tam? — Cepreii NpUNOAHSICA C KPECTA U BBITAHYI IIIEIO.

— Iloguepku Ha 00OMX JOKYMEHTaX MPU3HAHBI WICHTUYHBIMHU, — MpOUIa OHA. — BBIXOOUT, HE 3ps s MOTpaTUiIa

CTOJIBKO JICHET Ha SKCIEPTHU3BL

BepoHuka oTKHHYIIach Ha CIIMHKY Kpeclia, TOBOJIBHO YIBIOHYCH. [lofomen opunuanT, 1 oHa 3akasana cede cpasy JBa
KpyaccaHa, PeIliB B CBETE XOPOIIei HOBOCTH MOOAIOBAThH CeOsl.

— W uTto 310 3HaunT? — nountepeconaiicsa Ceprei.

— DTO 3HAYUT, YTO MPEICMEPTHYIO 3anuCcKy Hanucana CpetnaHa [‘eoprueBHa. A caenarb OHa 3TO MOIJIA TOJIBKO B
OJTHOM clly4yae — eciu yomia myxa. Hemapom s ee mojo3pesaia.

— Tw1 npsimo epnok XonMc, — ycMexHyscst MyskunHa. — Kak moctynuiib?

06 srom Beponuka He mymana. OHa TOHSTHS HE WMeENa, YTO JEJarTh C OTKPBIBIIMMUCS €il 3HaHusMH. Kak ux
UCIIOJIb30BAaTh: 3asBUTH B MONUIMI0? Ho moBepsT u el ¥ 3aX0TAT JIM BO30OHOBIISATH JIEJI0 CITYCTS CTOJIBKO JIeT?

— S wHe 3Hal, — mnOpu3HAIach OHA. PajocTh OT TOro, 4YTO €€ MOAO3PEHHS MOATBEPIUIUCH, CMEHHIACH
pacTepsiHHOCTBhI0. Ha mepBblIif B3I €€ OTKPBITHE ObUIO COBEPILIEHHO OECITIOIe3HO.

Cepreii He cTal pa3BUBaTh TEMY, AaB €l BpeMs Ha pa3iyMbs. BMecTo 3TOro oH npousHec:

— He npencrasnsro, kakoBo 010 CBetiiane ['eoprueBHE CMOTPETh, Kak MOrHOaeT €€ ChiH. Beap oHa moria ero
cnactu. Hamo ObII0 MPOCTO YBE3TH €T0 MOJAbIIe OT MOMEIIAHHON Ha MPOKISTUU Oa0KH.

— Omna cama Baymmiia M3onbae KapiaoBHe MbICTb O MPOKISATHH, — CKazaina BepoHuka. — A Ta 3arem mnepenaia ec
bopucy. @aktuyecku Cernana ['eoprueBHa cOOCTBEHHBIMU pyKaMH YOMIIa ChIHA.

— MHe ee xaib.

— A MHe HeT, — *eCTKO Bo3pasmia Beponuka. — OHa nmosydusia To, 4TO 3aciay:kuBaia. ECiu Koro 1 HaJo moxaneTh,
Tak 310 bopuca.

— KakoBo 3T0 JeHb 3a JHEM CIIeIUTh 3a TeM, Kak TBOM pedeHok mpubnmkaercs kK nponactu? Hamgo mmeTs Kpenkue
HEpPBbIL, UTOObI HE BMELIATHCS U HE TMOMBITAThCS €T0 CIACTH.

— JHocTtaToyHo pocTo ero He moouTk. Eil nena ne 0pw10 10 bopuca. Ona ocranach paau IeHer.



— Tebe cnemyer ObITh OcTOpOXHEe, — 3aBojHOBajics Cepreii. — Ecnam oHa He momp@auia cBoero pedeHKa, TO
n30aBUTHCA OT Bac ¢ MuTeii eif Huuero He CTOHUT.

— He monumaro, Ha 4yTO OoHa paccuuThiBaeT? CTOJBKO JIET Mpolwio. J[paroneHHOCTH JaBHO MoTepsiHbl. VX HU 3a 4To
HE HaWTH.

— Moxer, el HeKyaa O0JIbIIe UATH.

— A d4ro jenars MHe? — B Ceplax BOCKJIMKHYIa BepoHuka. — MuTs HM B KaKyr HE XoueT ye3xarb. Ecimu cyg
npumeT ctopony Cernansl ['eoprueBHsl 5 nuilych chiHa. M HET rapaHTUU, YTO OHA HE CBEJET MOEro pebeHKa B MOTHILY,
Kak MOCTYIHJIa CO CBOUM.

— M1 uTO-HUOYAb IPUAYMAEM.

Hecmortps Ha yBepennsiii ToH Cepres, Beponuka He pa3zaensuia ero ontuMu3M. Eciam Obl pedb 1u1a TOJIBKO O HEM, OHe
OBl OTHECTACh KO BCEMY crokoitHee. Ho B pykax yOWIIIbI HAXOIUJICS €€ ChIH.

— Uro ecnu s npurnamty Mpy Ha npa3aauku? Tsl HE IPOTUB?

[Tonpyra ne maBana Beponuke ynbiBath. MlHOTHA el ka3anock, 4To Mpka crmocoOHO B /1Ba cueTa pa3o0parbes ¢ 000t
HENPUITHOCTHI0. OHAa HaJleAnach, YTO U B 3TOT pa3 OHA JACT JEJbHbBIN COBET.

Cepre#i comacuiics npuioTuTh puHYy y ce0s Ha Bpems mpa3gHukoB. B ocoOHsk BepoHuka He mMomia ee MpUBECTH.
OHa cama TaMm MpoXMBaja HAa NTUYbUX MpaBax. He oTknaapBas neno B JONTUMN UMK, BepoHuka MO3BOHMIIA MOAPYTe M
no3Baja ee B rocTd. Ta ¢ y1oBoIbCTBHEM NpHHsIa pumiameHue. OHa Oblia paja HOKUHYThH AYIIHYIO CTOJHUILY U OTIOXHYTh
32 TOPOJIOM.

Hpuna npuexana Ha cienyoumii aeHb. OHa f0aro goOupaniach M3-3a MPoOOK Ha Tpacce — rOpoXKaHe CHEIMIA Ha
naun. Briepeau »x1ano Tpu IHS BBIXOHBIX — HIALIUIBIKU, OTOPOJ U CBEXXHUH BO3YX.

Beponnka cooOmnmiaa CBEKpOBH, UYTO MPOBEJET BBIXOJAHBIC C MOAPYrod BHE CTEH goMa. Eil ObUIO TsDKENIO OCTaBIIATH
Murtio, HO TIO-ApyroMy OHa He Momia nocTynuTh. [log mpucmorpom Ceetnanbl ['eoprueBHbI UM OBl HE YIAJIOCh CIIOKOMHO
noroBopuThk. Ha Bpemst Beponnka nepebpanacs k Ceprero.

Ona Bcrperuna HMpy mpu Bwe3fe B Tropold. YBHJEB aBTOMOOHMJIb MOApYrH, BepoHuka 3amaxana pykoil. Hpa
MPUTOPMO3HUJIa U oJo0pana ee.

— A 3necs muio, — 3amertuiia Mpka, koraa oHU J0O0paiuch 10 EHTPa TOPOIKA.

— Tuxo u 6e3msATeKHO, — TTOXBacTajnach Beponuka.

— 51 GBI yepe3 HeneNmro yMepiia OT CKyKU, — He onleHmna Mpka MecTHBIN KoJopuT. — PacckasbiBaii, 3auem 3Baja.

— MHe 4T0 Hesb3s MPUTIIACUTh MOAPYTY B rocTu? — BepoHuka n3o0pasuiia 0cKopOIEHHYIO HEBUHHOCTb.

— Oif, 1a nagHO, — MaxHylla Ta PyKOi, — MOXHO MOIyMarh, 51 Te0s He 3Hat0. CTO MyIOB YTO-TO CIYYHUIIOCHh U TeOe
HY’KHA [IOMOIL.

— W »10 Tox’E, — mokasutack Beponnka. — Ho enie s cockydniiach ¥ 3TO YMCTas IpaB/a.

Beponuka nonenunacs HoBocTsiMu ¢ Mpoii. bosbliie Bcero nHTEpeca U BOCTOPTOB y HEE BBI3BAJIO U3BECTHUE O TOM, YTQ
Beponuka u Cepreii BMecre.

— Haxkoneri-to, Thl Hamwia cebe My)Xuka! — He OTpbIBas B3IIsAAa OT J0oporH, Mpka moxionana BepoHuKy mo KoJeHy.
— S cpa3y noHsia: OH napeHb, YTO HAJIO.

— Jla, — ¢ ynbIOKo# cormacuiack oHa. — Y TeOs HIOX Ha TaKUe BEITH.

Ha coobmenue o Tom, uro Ceernana ['eoprueBHa youiia Myxa, a TOTOM CBejla B MOTHITY ChbiHa, Mpa okpyrimia miasza u
cKaszana:

— Ectb emle xxeHumHbl B pycckux cenenusx! HaBepnoe, ata CBetiiana, kak ee Tam, Ta eme creppa. JlanHo myxe
ykokonmia. OH, MoJ0XuM, 3aciykuil. Hedero 6bu10 HaneBo xoauTh. Ho ChIH-TO €if 4To mmoxoro cuemnan?

— Bpsn nmu ona mianupoBana cmepth bopuca. Bee Bbimo camo co6oit. OH ObLT uepecuyp BIEYATIUTEIBHBIM M HE
BBIJIEpKaJl 1aBJICHUS.

— CnaOble HBIHYE MY)KHKH MONUTH, — ToceToBana Mpka. — UyTk 4T0 — cpasy 1o moes .

Cepreii k ux mpuesay 3amapuHoBai Msaco. OH CTaBWJI MANUIBIKKM Ha MaHTall, Korjga aBToMoOuss Mpel ocTraHOBHIICS
BO3JIe KaIUTKU. Ha Tpu yaca Bce m03a0butd O TPEBOTaX U MPOCTO MOJYYaIH YIOBOJILCTBHE OT OOMmICHHs.. MHOTO HIyTHIIM U
cMmesuiich. Mpa oOmanmana peakoil CIOCOOHOCTBHIO BIWUTHCS B JIIOOy0 Kommanwio. [loBciomy ee mNpuUHUMAIU C
pacupocTepThiIMU OOBIATHSIMU. Besle oHa MUTOM CTaHOBHJIMCH CBOEH. BepoHWKa caMyl0 MaloCTh 3aBHIOBaNa AITOM
ocobenHoctu noapyru. Eit 6bU10 Ky/a clokHee HaJlaAuTh OTHOILICHHS C OKPYKAIOIIMMHU.

[Ton Bewep MosSBUIIMCH KOMApHI, U Bce niepedpanuck B 1oM. [Toka Cepreil Tymmi KocTep U mpuOupacs mocjie TOTOBKU
manuIsIkoB, BepoHnuka ¢ moapyroii 3aBapuiu 4aii. [lo MomgamnBoMy coryiacuio B 3TOT pa3 00ONUIUCH 0€3 KOHbSKA.

— UYro HamepeHa aenaTth? — crnpocuiia Mpa, HanuBas KUIMISTOK B 3aBAPOYHBIN YalHUK.

Beponuka paccraBuiia yamku ¢ ONIoAllaMH Ha CTOJE, JOCTajda U3 XOJOMWJIbHUKA MPUIACEHHBIH IO CIydaro
IOKOJaJHBIA TOPT U OTBETHIIA:

— S nymana cnate CBetyany I'eoprueBny nosumuu. Ho yto onu caenarot?

— Hagepnsika maxke neno He 3aBeqyT, — nojepxkana ee Mpka. — Tem Oonee y Hee MIEMSHHHUK B OpraHax paboTaer.



Hano nelicTBoBaTh MHAYE.

— Kak? — Beponuka nocmMoTpesia Ha MOJAPYry ¢ HaJexKIOMU.

— Ilpurposurs eii. Ckaszarb, 4TO Thl BCE 3HaCIlb, Y T€Os €CTh JOKA3aTeIbCTBA U €CJIU OHA He OyaeT Te0s CIIylaThes, TO
THI €€ cAalllb, a?

— Krto-TO nmepecMoTpen neTeKTuBoB, — noaaen Mpy Bomeanmii Ha KyxHio Ceprei.

— A MHe HpaBUTCA 3TOT BapHaHT, — IPHUHsUIA CTOPOHY noapyru Beponuka. — IlpaBna, u3 1oka3areiabCTB y MEHs
OJIHO JUUIb COBIAACHUE ITOJYEPKOB.
— Bort ObI mony4nTh NpU3HAHKUE, — MEUTATENbHO NMpoTaHyna Mpka. — A emie mydie 3anucarb ero Ha JUKTO(GOH U

MIAHTAXKUPOBATh 3aMKUCHIO CTAPYIO BEIbMY.

— A BbI IOMHHTE, MUJIBIE JAMBl, YTO B (PHIIbMaX OOBIYHO CIy4aeTCsl C MAHTAXUCTaMH? — NmouHTepecoBaiicst Ceprei.

— Yro? — HeBUHHO nepecnpocuiia HMpa.

— Hx yOuBarort.

— Ho M#I ke He Oynem TpeboBaTh JAeHBIU, — Bo3paszmiia Beponunka. — Ilycth ocTtaBuT MeHs 1 Mutio B mokoe. Ham
OoJbIlle HUYETO HE HAJIO.

— Jlaxe ecnu Tak, rjie Bbl IJIaHUPYETE B3ATh IICHKY C MpU3HaHUuEM?

Bonpoc Ceprest ocrancs 6e3 orera. Hu Upa, Hu tem Gosee BepoHuka He 3HaNU, Kak U e JOOBITH 3amuch. [myrc
HazeaTbes, yTo CBeTiaHa ['eoprueBHa npusHaeTcsl B yOMICTBE, 4TOOBI OOJIETYUTh COBECTh. BepoHHUKa COMHEBaIach, 4TO y
TOM BOOOILE €CTh COBECTb.

— HeoOxomuMmo 3actarh ee Bpacmiox, — HMpa 3a vaem Bo30OHOBUIIA pa3roBop. — Crenarh 4To-HHOYIb TaKOE, YTOOBI
OHAa BCIIOMHHUJIA O CBOEM IOCTYIIKE U pPacKasiach.

— OHa cToJIbKO JIeT He Kasutack. C yero el HaunHaTh ceiiuac? — crpocui Ceprei.

— CMepTh ChlHAa M TO HE TOJKHY/IAa €e Ha MokasHue, — npobopmortana Beponuka, a moToM coobpasuia: — HO ee
MO>KHO HalyraTb. YeloBeK 4acTo CO3HAETCS B rpexax rnepe JUIOM OMacHOCTH.

— Xouelb Ha Hee HanacTh? — paccMmesics Cepreil.

— Mens oHa He OouTcs, — npuyHbUIa Beponunka. OTKpOBEHHO rOBOPsI, OHA cama TperneTala mepes] CBEKPOBBIO.

— A xoro oHa Ooutcsi? — mouHTEpecoBaiach Mpa.

— Takyro pa3Be 4TO cam JbsIBOJ HaIyraeT, — ycMmexHyncsa Ceprei.

— A 4T0 ecnu 3TO OymeT He JbsBOJ? — BepoHuke B rojoBy NMpHINIa, KaK el Ka3aloch, FTeHUAIbHAS MBICIHb. — A,
HampuMep, MOKOHHUK.

— Tr1 nMeelb B BUAY KOTO-TO KOHKPETHOTO? — CIIPOCHII MY>KUHMHA.

— Ara, — kuBHyJa oHa. — Kak HacueT yOuToro et Myxa?

— Bosmeszaue 3a rpexu, — Mpa norepna nagonu. — OtaudHas uues.

— W rae Mbl BO3bMEM MOKOMHKMKA TPUANATHIETHEN JaBHOCTH? — HeaoymeBas Cepreil.

— Orkanaem, — xuxukHyna Hpka.

— HukTo HuUKOTO OTKambiBaTh HEe OyneT. Ham BooOmme He moHamo0uTes Tpyn, — 3asBuiia Beponuka. — JlocTarouno
yoenuts CBetniany I'eoprueBny, 4ro sBuiIcs ee Myx. /[ aToro Hy)kHa cnupuThyeckas n1ocka. W s qaxke 3Halo, re B3ATh
OJIHY.

I'naBa 21

Ha cnenyronmii nens Beponunka BepHyach B OCOOHSIK, i€ ICHCTBOBAIA YETKO MO pa3pabOTaHHOMY HaKaHyHE TUIaHYy.
[lepBbM nenom oHa ymunoctuBuiia Ceetinany ['eoprueBHy, 4ToObl Ta TO3BOJIMIIA MPOBECTH B IOME BEUECPHHKY.

Beponuka Haiuia CBEKpOBb B Cajy, OCMarpUBaIoOIIyt0 KyCThl po3. Cyis Mo MIOTHO CXKaThiM T'y0aM, YBHACHHOE €i He
HpaBUJIOCh. BepoHnKa MBICIEHHO mocodyBcTBOBasa Ceprero. 3aBTpa €My MPUIETCS BBICIYIIATH JIEKIUIO O MPAaBUIBHOM
yxone 3a po3zamu. CBetnana ['eoprueBHa MEpUONMYECKH OTUYMTHIBAJIA €ro, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO KYCTHI BBITJISJIEIH
UJCAIbHO: MTOACTPUKEHHBIE, YI0OPEHHBIE, C MOJIOABIMU 3€JEHBIMU JTUCTaAMHU.

— Jlo cux 1nop He UBETyT, — IIPOBOpYAsa CBEKPOBb, 3aMeTUB BepoHuKy. — JlaBHO ITOpa yBOJIUTH CaJOBHUKA.

— HoBoro Haiitu Oynet TpyaHo, — ckaszana BepoHuka.

Cgetnana ['eoprueBHa XMbIKHYJIA U CIIPOCHUJIA!

— C 4ero BAPYT ThI 32 HETO 3aCTyMNACIIbCS ?

— Hu 3a koro s He 3acTynaroch, — IMoKadayia oHa rojioBoid. — [IpocTo xamb Oymer, eciau Takoil MpeKpacHBIA cajl
ocTtaHeTcs 0e3 JT0JDKHOTO YX0/1a.

— Ilyctb TeOst 570 He BoHyeT. Cax mpuHAAIEKUT MHE, U s Oy/Iy pelaTh KTo, KOr/ia U Kak OyJeT 3a HUM CJIeIUTh.

BepoHuka ¢ cusoil ckania 4elroCcTH, Tak YTO OHU €]1Ba He 3acKpurenu. Jlo Jero ke el XOTeI0Ch BbICKa3aTh BCE, YTO
OHa JIyMaeT, B JINIIO0 CaMOJIOBOJIbHOW CBEKpOoBH. HO mpux0oAnIIOCh TEPNETh U MPUTBOPATHCS MHUIIOH.

PactsnyB ry0ObI B ynbIOKe, OHA MpOW3HECa:

— Sl nogymana: a HE yCTPOUTH JIM HAM BEUEPUHKY?



Cretnana ['eoprueBHa BOPOCHUTENHHO M30THYIIA OpoBU. BepoHuka mpuHsia 3To 3a A00psIi 3HaK. [lo kpaitHel mepe,
3TO HE OTKa3.

— Mps1 no3zoBeMm Brnagumupa — Bamero mieMmsHHuKa. Ko MHe npueneT noapyra, — 3aMETHB HEYJOBOJIBCTBUE Ha JINILIE
CBEKPOBH, OHA MOCIICIIHO 100aBUiia: — €CJIH BBl He MPOTHB. [loskapuM manuibiku. MuTs ux o0oxkaer.

Cgetrnana ['eoprueBHa OKMHYIIa €€ JOJITUM XMYPBIM B3IJISA0M:

— INoyemy 651 1 HeT? Ho opranu3zaius BeUepuHKH Ha Tebe.

— Koneuno. Bce Oynet 1o BeicmieMy pas3psiay.

— B nocnennem s coMmHEBarOCh, — OCKOPOUB €€ HAIOCIEI0K, CBEKPOBb CKPhLIACh B JIOME.

Beponuka npuBbikia k MaHnepaMm CBeTiaHbl ['eoprueBHbl U JaBHO IepecTana oOpamiarb BHUMaHHE HAa €€ BbINaJbl
['maBHOE OHa MOJyuWsIa paspelicHue Ha BeuepwHKY. [lepBas 4acTh IuTaHa camasi CIOXHasl BBIMOJTHEHa Onectse. Termepsb
HE00X0AUMO Pa3ao0bITh HH(OPMAIIHNIO, HEMCCAKAEMbIM UCTOUHUKOM KOTOpOU sBjsuiack M3onbna Kapnosna.

Beponuka nopHsack B KOMHATy K CTapyllke, OTjAaja ed mpeacMepTHYro 3amucky Jleomonbaa u oOpaszell momyepka
Csetnansl ['eoprueBasl. Ha Bompoc «ynaiock m e y3HaTh 4TO-HUOYIb» BepoHHnka oTBETHIIa MBIYAHUEM H MOXWMaHHUEM
mined. Hu k yemy pacckaspiBaTh cTapoi >KEHIIMHE, YTO HEBECTKAa, C KOTOPOM Ta MPOXKUJIA HECKOJIBKO JIECSTKOB JIET MOJ
OHOM KphIeH, yOuia ee ChbiHa, a 3aTeM BHYKa W ceidac momOupaercs K mpaBHyKy. M3ompaa KapioBHa moxker He
MIEPEXKUTH 3TOTO U3BECTHUS.

— Pacckaxute mHe o Bamiem ceiHe M CBernane [eoprueBHe. OH, HaBepHOe, €€ O4eHb JHOOMI? — BepoHuka
HaJesIach, 4YTO BOIPOC MPO3Bydasa HEBUHHO. HeoOXomMuMo BBIACHUTH KaK MOXKHO OOJIbIle MOApOOHOCTEH 00 OTHOIICHUSX
9TON maphl. JKenarenbHO MPUCYIIMX TOJIBKO MM JBOMM. TaifHbIE CIIOBEUKH, XKeCThl, HaMeKu. Kak Obl HM TOBEpHYIACh
cynb0a, sxeHuscs JIeononbp 1 o J00BH, a 3HAYUT, TOHAYATY HX C CYIIPYrOi MHOTOE CBSI3BIBAJIO.

— Omnu O6bUTH cTpaHHOM mapoi, — otBeTuia M3ompaa Kapmosna. — JleBymika yxakuBan 3a CBeTOH, KaK HACTOSIIA
JoKeHTIAbMeH. OH HpaBWJICS >KeHIMHaM. MHOrHe MedTalau CTaTh €ro ’KeHoM, HO BbiOpanm oH CBeTky — 0e3 pomdy, 0e3
MJIeMEeHU, — TYT CTapyXa Ha MTHOBEHHME CKPUBHJIACh, HO OBICTPO B3sia ce0sl B PyKHM M MPOJOJDKHIIIA KaK HU B 4eM HeE
ObIBaJIO: — OH 3a0pachIBaJI €€ MoJapKaMH W I[BETaMU. BCKPYXWII rojioBy JEBYOHKE KPACUBOU XKH3HBI. Ee-To pomurenu
ObUTM MPOTHUB UX CcBaIBObL. S Tak W He MoHsU1a modyeMmy. Eciu yx KTO M JoJKeH ObUT MPOTUBUTHCA, TO 3TO 5. JIeBylke,
9T00BI YBUACTHCS cO CBETOM, MPUXOMUIOCH MOAKPAABIBATECA K €€ OKHY M OpocaTh B Hero Kamymku. OH efl Tak 3HaK
M0/1aBajl: MOJI, BBIXO/I Ha YIHILY, S T€Os XKIy.

Hctopus ¢ O6pocaHreM KaMyIiek B OKHO IPUIILIACh KCTATH.

— Cgetnana ['eoprueBna kpacuBas keHUMHA. J{a)ke ceilyac oHa BRINIAIMT XOpollo, — oTMeTwina Beponuka. — B
MOJIOJIOCTH OHA OblIa, HABEPHOE, €IIe Kpallle.

— IIpo Takux, Kak OHa, IPUHATO TOBOPUTH «KPOBb C MOJIOKOM». HacTosimas pycckas aeBka. Y Hee B MOJIOJOCTH Koca
Obuta 10 mosica. Jla Takas TosicTas, He 00XBaTHIIb. JIEByIIKa 3Ball €€ «MOsl 3aTOBIACKAY.

[Ipo3Buie — 10, 4TO HY)kHO. Beponuka ynpiOHy1ach. OHa y3Hana Bce, UTO XOTesa M JakKe HEMHOro OoJiblle, HO He
yaeprKaiach OT €Ille OAHOI0 BOIpoca:

— Ilouemy CBetisiana ['eoprueBHa xpoMaeT? ITO y HEE C POKACHUS?

— Her, — cka3zana M3onbna Kapnosha, nepebupas uetku. — Korga bopenbke ObII0 IATH JIET, OH €/1Ba HE YTOAWI MOJ
MammHy. CBeTa B OCJIETHUI MOMEHT OTTOJIKHYJIA €r0, HO cama Iorajia Imoja Kojeca. Y Hee ObUT TSHKENbIN rmepesioMm Oepa.
Omna nonro Boccranapnupaiack. [loutu ron ¢ moctenu He BcTaBana. Eif cienanu Heckoabko ornepanuii. JIeBymika Bo3uia ee K
JYYIIIMM JOKTOpPaM, HO XpOMaTa OCTajlach Ha BCIO )KU3Hb.

ITocne pasrosopa ¢ M3oabnoit KapioBHoi MHOrO€e BCTano Ha MecTa. Beponuka mydie nonsina Csernany ['eoprueBny u
B KaKOW-TO CTEMEHHM IOCOYyBCTBOBaja €il. He TpymHO OBUIO COMOCTaBHTH BCE W BBIUMCIWTH, 4TO Jleomomba 3aBeln
TO0OBHHUITY KaK pa3 B TOT MEPHOJ, KOT/a jKeHa Oblla MPUKOBAaHA K MOCTENH TOcle TshKenod TpaBMbl. OHa ObUTa roTOBa
MOKEPTBOBATH KU3HBIO PaJll X ChIHA, @ OH MPOMEHSI €€ Ha Apyryro. JItoOUMBI My>X HAMEPEH YHUTH K UyKOW >KCHIIMHE,
OpocuB ee ¢ peOeHKOM 0e3 CpPeICTB — KTO YTOJHO OT TAaKOro 0OpaIleHHs MPEBPATUTCS B METEPY.

[ToMuMoO NPUTOTOBIEHHIN K BEUEpPUHKE: 3aKYNHUTh MPOAYKTHL, CO3BaTh TOCTEH, MPUTOTOBUTH YKWH;, HaAO0 ObLIO
CIUTAHMPOBATh PO3BITPHIII C MOSBICHUEM JyXa M JOTOBOPUTHCA ¢ cOOOIMHUKaMu 00 ux poiisix. BepoHuka pacrepsiiach OT
KOJIMYECTBa 00sI3aHHOCTEHM, HO OBICTPO cooOpas3mia, 4TO MOJOBUHY M3 HUX MOXHO NepekuHyTh Ha Paucy Komy kak He
KyXapKe 3aHUMAaThCsl 3aKyIKOHW NMPOIYKTOB U TOTOBKOM?

Paunca Ge3 mpepexkanuii B3Baiuia Ha ceOs 00S3aHHOCTU MO OpraHU3alluu BeUepuHKHU. BepoHHKa modyBCTBOBaja, YTO
Morjia Obl IPUBBIKHYTH K KU3HH C MPUCITYTOW U JaXKe MOTYydaTh OT HEE YIOBOJIbCTBHE.

[Toka Panca konpoBasia Ha KyxHe, Beponuka mno3BoHuna Bonoge w mnpumniacuna ero Ha yxKuH. OH yIuBHICS
Hamevaromeics BeuepuHke. [1o ero cioBam HUYEro mMogoOHOTO B OCOOHSIKE HE MPOBOIMIIOCH C MOMEHTA CMEPTH €ro JIsIIH.
Ho y3HaB, uTo Bce cornacoBano co CeTiaHoM ['eoprueBHOM, COTIacHICs TPUUTH.

Ocrarok BpemeHu BepoHuka mOCBSITUIIA PUTOTOBICHUSIM K PO3BITphIly. CaMbIM CIOKHBIM OKa3aJioCh OTHICKAaTh Ha
Yyepake CIUPUTUYECKYI0 MOCKY. CBEKpOBb 3ampsTaia ee B naabHuil yros. Ho ynopctBo Beponnku ObUTO BO3HArpaXkJaeHo.
OHa BbITalMJIA JOCKY HU3-II0JI BOPOXa CTApOM ONEXKIbI, IpOTEepia €€ U, MOKa HUKTO HE BUIUT, CIYCTUJIACh B TOCTUHYIO U



cpsTana.

K nmpuxony rocreid ponu ObUTH pO3JaHbl M BbIyde€HbI Han3ycTh. Kaxaplii U3 y4acTHUKOB PO3BITphINIA, Kak BepoHuka
HEBUHHO Ha3bIBajia Mpo ceds roTopsiieecs: pazo0iaadeHue, 3Hal 4To, KOrja U Kak emy jenarb. CHekTakib OblI pachucaH
MOMHMHYTHO. AKTepoB Obu1o Tpoe: cama Beponuka, Upuna u Cepreit. [locnennuii He Obu1 mpuriameH B goM. Ero maprus
ObLTa 3aKYJIMCHOM, HO €/1Ba JIM HEe CAaMOW Ba)KHOM.

ITepsbiM npuien Bononsa. Bmecte ¢ Beponukoit onn nomoru M3onsae Kapnosue cniyctutbest BHU3. Clie1oM sIBUIACE
Upa. Ee Beponnka BcTpeyana JU4HO.

— Ilpunecna? — npoiuenrana oHa.

B otBer Mpka mpoaemoHcTpupoBasia MaJIeHbKHN TUKTO(OH. OH ¢ JIETKOCTHIO TTOMEMIAJICS B PYKE U CO CTOPOHBI OBLI
HE3aMETEH.

— Cupsiup, — Beponuka nagonpro Hakpbuta MUpuny pyky ¢ nukrodonom. — M He BKIOuail paHbllie BpEMEHH, a TC
IIaMsITHU HE XBAaTUT.
— OO0 sTOM HE mepexuBal, — YCHOKOWJIA Toapyra. — Tam KapTa maMsaTH Ha BOCEMb rurabaiT. XBaTUT Ha

JIBEHA/IATh YaCOB 3aIUCH.

— Ho ectb eme 6aTapeiika. Ee XBaTUT BCero Ha mapy 4acos.

B 3T0T MOMEHT B X011 BhILIEN Bomozs:

— JIeByIlIKH, O 4eM CEeKpeTHHU4YaeTe?

Beponunka u HMpa oTHOBpeMEHHO B3IPOTHYII U, KaK IO KOMaH/Ie, HAI[SMUJIN Ha JIUII0 09apOBATEIbHBIC YIBIOKH.

— Ilo3HakOMb MEHA CO CBOEH MOAPYrod, — MOMPOCHI YHaCTKOBBIM BepoHuKky.

OHa ObUIa paja MEepeBECTH PA3roBOP C CEKPETOB B MUPHOE PYCIO M BBITOJHHIA €ro MpochOy. A manpiie B AETO
Berynuiia Mpka. Yk Ta 3Hana, Kak OTBJI€Yb MY)KUUHY OT MBICJIEH O 3arOBOPE.

IIpexne ueM yiitu Benen 3a Bosozeit B roctunyto, Mpa mennyna Beponuke:

— IloueMy THI HE TOBOpHIIa MHE, YTO OH TaK XOpoi? BeUTHTHIN OOTaTHIPh.

— OH 0OOMAaHIIMK.

— AX, ocTaBb, — OTMaxHynach nojapyra. — Bce MbI mopoit nmpuBupaeM. M 9to ke Teneps HU ¢ KEM He 001maThes?

Hpa ynopxHyna B roctunyro, noommxe k Bramumupy. OcTaBanoch HalesAThCS: MONULIEUCKHI HE BCKPYKUT TOJIOBY
MO/Ipyre HACTOJIbKO, YTO OHA 3a0yJeT MPO OTBEACHHYIO € POJIb.

D10 ObUTa KaMepHas BeuepuHKa. ToNbKO ONHM3KME POACTBEHHUKH W eimle VpuHa, Ha MPUCYTCTBUH KOTOPOH HacToOsIIa
Beponuka. Hsus u kyxapka B cueT He nuti. CBeTnana ['eoprueBHa He cenma Obl 32 OIMH CTOJI ¢ 00CIIYroi, Kak OHA Ha3bIBaJIa
paboTaronmx B TOMe JIO/ICH.

Beponnka nomomia Pance HakpbITh Ha CTOJ U TOJBKO ITOCJHE ITOTO MPUCOEOUHUIIACH K OCTaJbHBIM. B roctunoit
coOpanoch mATh 4enoBeK. ENMHCTBEHHBIM MYXYMHOH cpean HuX Obu1 Bomoas. Ero mpucyrcTBue MOIIo OTpUIAaTeIbHO
CKa3zarbcs Ha miaHax BepoHuku, HO el MPUILIOCH C 3TUM CMUPUTHCSA. C MEPBBIX K€ MUHYT CTAJI0 OYEBUIHO 0CO00E K HEMY
otHomeHue CeeTinanbl [ 'eoprueBHbl. BepoHnka 10 3TOro He BUJENa, 9TOOBI Ta ¢ KEM-TO ObLTa MHJIA.

VYxun nipomen oxxuBineHHo. [laxxe M3onpna KapnoBra yneibanack u Beivisaena Becenon. [IpustHas oOcTaHoBKa ObLia
MOJIHOCTRIO 3aciyroii Mpunbel. OHa pasBiekana coOpaBomxcsi He Xyxke mpodeccrmoHanmpHOro Tamansl, W CBeriaHa
['eoprueBHa B UTOre MpPU3HANIA, YTO MPUTIACUTD €€ OBIJIO HE TAKOW yXK TIJIOXOU HUJICCH.

[Tocne yxuHa Bce mepeOpanuch Ha BepaHay, MUTh Yaidl. CHUPTHBIE HANUTKH B JOME HAXOIWJIUCH IOJ CTPOTUM
3anperoM. K aTomy BpeMeHnu HsHS yBesna MUTIO HaBepX M YIOXKHIA CliaTh. BepoHUKa MOAHSIACH, YTOOBI MOXKENATh ChIHY
MPUATHBIX CHOB. Bo3Bpalasch Ha BepaH 1y, OHa IIPOIIUIa Yepe3 TOCTUHYIO U 3aXBaTUJIa MO MYTH CIIUPUTHYECKYIO TOCKY.

Bepanga no pazmepam noxoausia Ha emie oqHy kKomHary. CX0ACTBO yCHJIMBaJ TOT (PakT, YTO OHA ObUIa 3aCTEKJIEHA CO
BCEX CTOpPOH. BMecTo mortonka Toxke Obuio cTeksio. OTcroma OTKphIBAJICS MPEKpPacHbIM BUA Ha caj. Hemomaneky pocnu
IJIOIOBBIE JIEPEBbs: SIOJOKU M BUILIHU. 32 HUMHU PAaCHOJOKUIUCH TYCThIe KYCThl MOXOKeBelabHUKa. Ceprel crenan U3 HUX
JKUBYIO U3TOPO/Ib.

Ha Bepanae cTosiiu miaeTeHsbli cTosl co CTYIbsIMH. M3 roctruHoOM nmpuHecaun Topiep. Korma ero BKIOYMIN, CyMpak 3a
OKHOM CTYCTHUJICS 10 HEMIPOIVISTHON ThMBL YK€ Helb3s ObLIIO PACCMOTPETh HU JepeBbeB, HU KycTOB. [10 Ty CTOpOHY cTekia
[apuJja CIJIOIHAs TEMHOTA.

X03s11iKM IoMa U TOCTU PACCENIUCh 32 KPYIIbIM CTOJIOM. OHM MPUCTYIIMBAIUCH K CTPEKOTY IIUKAJ U BEJIM HECIEIIHYIO
Oeceny, Moka Ha BepaHIy He npunuia Beponuka ¢ gockoii Hamepesec.

— CwmorpuTe, 4TO s HaNUIa, — 3asBWJIAa OHA, JACMOHCTPUPYS CIHUPHUTHYECKYIO IOCKY. BepoHmka wn3o0paszumia
sHTYy3Ha3M. OcTallbHbIE TOJKHBI ObUIH HE TOJIBKO MMOBEPUTDH €1, HO U 3apa3UThCs JKEJTaHUEM BbI3BaTh JyXOB.

Beponuke noasirpana HMpuna:

— Yx 181! UTO 3T0?

Omna 3a0pana 1ocky y BepoHuk# 1 BoApy3uiia ee B IIEHTP CTOoJIA.

— I'ne 1ol ee B3s1a? — nomopumiack Ceeriiana ['eoprueBHa npu BuJe A10CKUA. BOT yK KTO HE MMEN OXOTY BBI3bIBATh
JTyXOB.



— Omna Bansiiachk Ha yepAaKe, — HENPUHYKJIEHHO OTBeTUIa BepoHuka, CKphIB ¢ KAKUM TPYIOM OHa J100bLIa JOCKY. —
S mogymaiia: Mbl MOTJIH OBI HETIJIOXO C HEH pa3BIEUbCs.

— O yeM 310 THI? — Ha ee ynauy Brnagumup 3auHTEepecoBaics.

— Panbmie B Mofe ObUT COUPUTU3M. Bce MOTOJIOBHO BBI3BIBAU AYXOB. e SBISUTUCH W JaBalld OTBETHI Ha JIIOOBIC
BOIIPOCHI.

— Xouelb BbI3BATh KOTO-HUOYIH? — YCMEXHYIICS MY>KIHHA.

— OrnuuHas unes, — ckazana Mpa. — Y MeHs Kak pa3 HaKONUJIach Kyda BOIPOCOB.

— S B aTOM He ydacTByro, — CBeTnaHa ['eoprueBHa BcTana ¢ Mecra.

[Tnan Beponuka tpemnan nmo mmsaMm. OT oT4YasHbsI OHA 00paTmiIach K €AMHCTBEHHOMY YEJIOBEKY, KOTOPBIH XOTh KaK-TO
MOT MOBJIUSTH HAa PEIICHUE CBEKPOBU:

— A uto BB ckaxute, M3ompaa KapnoBua? Ilo-moemy, 3To OymeTr odeHb yBiekareiabHO. KTO 3HaeT, BApPYr y Hac
MOJIYYUTCS BBI3BATh AyX BaIllero ChlHA WJIM BHYKA.

3anpemasiias ObLIO CTapyIlKa, BCTPEIEHYIACh B CBOEM Kpecie:

— [a, na, MHE HpaBUTCS TBOSI 3aTes. MBI HENIPEMEHHO JTOJDKHBI TOMPOOOBaTh BeI3BATh ayxa. CBeTOYKA, COCTaBb HAM
KOMIIQHHUIO.

Beponuka He 6e3 ynoBoJbCTBUS Habmonana 3a MpauHoit CBerianoit ['eoprueBHoit. Toll HUYEro He ocTaBasloCh, Kak
BEPHYTHCS HA MECTO.

— Yto HyxHO nenaTb? — npoBopuana Ceernana ['eoprueBHa, misiist Ha TOCKY C OTBpAICHUEM.

— Ceituac pazbepemcsi, — BepoHuka mpucTpousia TpeyrojbHUK C KPYIIBIM OTBEPCTHEM Ha JIOCKE, MOCMOTpesa Ha
nonpyry. Ta eaBa 3aMeTHO KUBHYIA €i, JaBasi MOHATh, YTO AUKTOPOH BKJIIOUEH. — Hasjo cecTh B KPYr U MOJIOKUTh PYKH Ha
TPEYroJIbHUK.

[Tociie HECKONMBKUX MOMBITOK BCE YCTPOMIIUCH, KaK ObLIO BeleHO. KakIplli MpOTSHY BOEpen OAHY PYKY U KOCHYICS
KOHYMKAaMH MayiblieB TpeyroibHuka. OnHa nuib BepoHrka mosoxuia Ha Hero o0e pyku.

— Iloracum cBet? — npennoxun Brnagumup.

— DTO HM K 4eMy, — OTKJIMKHYyJIach BepoHuka.

Cget ObUT HE00XOIMM, YTOOBI CKPBITH IPUTaUBIIIETOCS 32 OKHOM Cepresl.

— Yro naneie? — cnpocuiia M3onsaa KapnosHa.

— YToOBI mpU3BaTh AyXa, HAIO COCPEIOTOUUTRCS, — TosicHIIIa Beporuka. — Jlydie Bcero, eciu MbI OyneM JTyMaTh
00 OTHOM H TOM K€ YEIOBEKE.

— O koM, HanpuMep? — HEBUHHO NOMHTEpecoBanach Mpuna.

— Hanpumep, — Beponuka B OTKphITYIO B3IIsiHYAa Ha CBetiany ['eoprueBny, — o Jleonosnbe.

Hano otnare To#t nomkHoe, oHa Aepxana yaap. [lonutuku mo3aBuaoBaiu Obl ee BeIIEpKKe. JIUIIO CBEKPOBH OCTANIOCh
HEBO3MYTUMBIM. OHOMY BOry W3BECTHO, UTO TBOPUTCS B AyIIE Y ATOU >KEHIMHBI.

Beponuka, a 3a Heil 1 OCTallbHBIE, 3aKphLIa J1a3a, OMYCTHIIN TOJIOBBI U MPUKAIH TOAOOPOIKU K rpyau. Ha HEeCKoIbko
MUHYT Ha BEpaHJe IMOBUCJIO HampshkeHHOoe MoyyaHue. L{ukaapl 3a OKHOM M Te y0aBHJIM TPOMKOCTh. Mup cysuics A0
pa3MepoB CIUPUTUUYECKON TOCKU. BepoHuka Mora noKJIsCThCs, UTO OT Hee UcXoauia ropsyas BojiHa. OHa criiucasia 3To Ha
TEIUIO JIIOJCKHUX PYK, HAIPEBIMX JIOCKY.

B cnenyroniyio cexyH 1y Bce B3APOTHYJIU OT HEIPOMKOTI'O yapa B CTEKJIO0, BCKUHYIIHM TOJIOBBI M IPUHSIUCH O3UPATHCS 10
CTOPOHAaM.

— UYro 310? — cnpocun Brnaaumup.

OH cobpascs BcTaTh, YTOOBI IPOBEPUTH OTKYZIa UCXOIUT 3BYK, HO BepoHuka ero yaep:xaina:

— He otpsiBaii pyku ot nocku! MlHaye KOHTaKT 000pBETCSL.

— Kakoit konTakT? — (pipkHyna Cetiiana ['eoprueBHa. — DTO BCEro JUIIbL MOTBUIEK OBETCS O CTEKJIO.

3BYK MOBTOPUJICS, HA 3TOT pa3 orueTiauBee. CTaio OUEBUIHO, YTO HUKAKOM 3TO HE MOTBUIEK.

— Kr0-TO OpocaeT kaMHHM B OKHO, — BliamumMup BBITAHYI 1I€10, MBITASICh PA3MIAAETh XOTh YTO-TO B TEMHOTE, HO PYKY
MIOCJIYLIHO JIeprKall Ha T0CKE.

— CoBceM kak JleByika, — 4yTh CabIHO mpoinenectena M3onbpaa Kapnosha.

Jo nocnennero momeHnta BepoHuka coMHeBaIach: CTOUT JIM CTapyXe y4acTBOBATh B BbI30Be ayxa. OHa omacanach ee€
MPUCYTCTBUSA MO HECKOIBKUM TNpuunHaM. Uto ecnu M3onbaa KapioBHa BCHOMHHUT CeroaHsiHUN pa3roBop o Jleononbae u
BeITacT ee? Jla u crapa oHa 1S MOMOOHBIX MPUKITIOYeHUH. J[axke B caMbIX CMENBIX MeuTax BepoHuka HE MOTJIa TIOMBICIIHUTD,
4yTO Ta OymeT HacToJbKO Tose3Hoi. Cama TOTO HE Benmas, cTapyxa mopapirpaia eil. Jla Tak 310poBo, 4TO €e BKJIaJ ObLIO
CJIOHO MEPEOLICHUTD.

— O yeM TbI? — B rosnoce CBeTiaHbl ['€eOprueBHbI CKBO3UIIM HCTEPUUECKUE HOTKH.

— IoMHu1IB, OH TaK ke Opocal KaMyIKH TeOe B OKOIIKO, YTOOBI ThI BeUIa. OH caM MHE 00 3TOM paccKa3bIBall.

Bonpmas ywacte kpacok comwia ¢ jguna Ceernansl ['eoprueBHbl. CBoeli OJ€THOCTBIO OHA MOIVIa CONEPHUYATH C
MpaMOpHO# cTaryeil. Ho Tak mpocTo 3Ty )KeHumHy Obuto He B3sTh. [ToHnMast 3To, BepoHuka nepenuia Ko BTOpOil 4acTH



PO3BIrpHILIA.

— Cmotpute! — BOCKIMKHYJIA OHAa. — TpeyrojJbHUK JIBUKETCS.

YT0oOBl HE3aMETHO AJISl OKPYXKAIOIWMX JBUraTh TPEYrOJbHUK, CIELMAaIbHBIX HABBIKOB HE TpeOoBasock. BepoHuka
OCBOMJIa 3Ty HEXUTPYIO HayKy 3a 4ac TpPeHHpOBKH. OcTajbHbIE KacaluCh TPEYrOJIbHUKA JIMIIb CJIeTKa M ObUIM HE B
COCTOSIHUU OILLYTHTh, KAKNE MAHUITYJALUHA OHA C HUM IIPOBOJUT.

— Jleononpa, ThI 31ech? — Mpa HakJIOHMIIACH K JIOCKE.

TpeyroapHuK IBUHYICS K CIIOBY «J1a» U 3aMEP TaM.

— Oto on! — M3onbay KapnoBHy Tpsicio oT BO30YKACHHUS.

BepoHuka He Ha HIyTKy UcIyraiach 3a ee 3/10poBbe. OHa Oblla rOTOBa OCTAaHOBUTH OajaraH, HO CTapyIlKa B3siia ceOsl E
pyku. Tenepb oHa BBITTIAAEIIA CAMOW CIIOKOMHOM U3 IPUCYTCTBYIOLIMX. SIBI€HHE IOKOMHOTO ChIHA BIOXHYJIO B HEE CUJIBL.

Beponuka TallkoM omrnena CHUISAIMX 3a CTOJOM. Boions He CBOAMI COCPENOTOYEHHOIO B3NIALA C JAOCKH, CIOBHO
npukoBaBiel ero B3op. Ceernana ['eoprueBHa mokychiBajia ryObl, HO OOJbIIE HMYTO HE BBIABAIO €€ BOJMHEHUs. Mpka
OTJINYHO MCIOJIHAJIA POJb JACBUIBI UCIYTaHHOW sBICHHEM Ayxa. OHa OKpymInia Ivasa, BKaja IOJOBy B IUICYH, €€ IIEKU
TOpeJ CaMbIM YTO HU Ha €CTh MPaBAONoJ00HBIM pyMsiHIIeM. Kak eif yaanoch CBIMUTHPOBATH MOCIEAHUN OBUIO 3araJkou.

— Tol moxoHYMN ¢ cO00M? — ciemys miany, cipocuia Hpa.

TpeyroinsHUK CHOBa IpHILNE] B ABM>KeHHE. Ha 3TOT pa3 oH ocTaHOBWICS Ha cioBe «HET». IIpounmTtaB oTBeT, Bce
OIHOBPEMEHHO BBIIOXHYIIN, OT YETO 110 BEPAHE IPOJIETEN BETEPOK.

— Oro cMenmHo, — 3asBuia Cernana ['eoprueBna. — Bce 3Ha10T, uTo JIeononba BRICTpENHII ceOe B BUCOK.

— Ho nyx yrBepkaaeT, uTo Bce ObUIO HE Tak, — Bo3pasmiia Hpa.

— Ero uro xe kro-to youn? — Csetyiana ['eoprueBHa ckazana 3TO ¢ BbI30BOM. HO Kak TOJBKO OHa yMOJIKJIA,
TPEYTOJIBHUK IIOOJ3 K CIOBY «Ia».

He ycrnienr on ocranoBuThcs, kak MpuHa 03Bydniia CiaeayroMi BOIIPOC:

— Kto 3710 cnienan? Kro tebs youn?

TpeyronpHuK Hanpaswics K andasuty. [Tepsoii Ha ero myru Obuta OykBa «3». ClIeZIOM LUIa «D», TOTOM «a», «T», «O»,
«B», I, «a», «C», «K». 3aKOHYMJIOCh Bce Ha OykBe «a». CTOMJIO TPEYroIbHUKY 3aMepeTh, Kak MUTHYA Topiiep. OqHo u3
OKOH BepaH/bl paclaxHyJI0Ch HACTEXb 10/l CUIIBHBIM ITOPBIBOM BETpa. B Ty jxe cexyHy morac cBeT. beinblii Tioab Hagyics,
n3rubaschr ayroil. Bece mcmyrano moackoumiau ¢ MecT. BepoHmka ¢ y)kacoMm ycTaBuiach Ha Tioib. Ocemasi, TOT CIOBHO
oOTekan yenoBeueckyto ¢urypy. Kazanoce, okono okHa KTO-To cTouT. Benenue Obio MuMosieTHBIM. CIycTss MTHOBEHUE
3axkercs cBeT, M purypaucuesna. K H mroe g .HeT

Bnagumup Opocumiics 3akpbiBaTb OKHO. DTO IMPOUCIIECTBHE HE BXOAWJIO B miaHbl Beponuku. Hasepnoe, Cepreii
CBIMIIPOBH3UPOBAJI, 4TOOBI HarHaTh cTpaxy. M 3To y Hero nmpekpacHo noiy4ymiiocb. BepoHuka cama Ha KpaTkMil MUT 3a0bLia,
YTO BCE 3TO THIATEIBHO OTPEKUCCUPOBAHHOE MPECTABICHHUE.

XJIONHYIO CTaBHAMHU OKHO, M OT PE3KOT0 3ByKa BCE TOYHO ONOMHWINMCH OTO cHa. CBersiaHa ['eoprueBHa OTTOJIKHYIA
cTyin. Jla Tak pe3Bo, YTO OH OTJIETEN Ha3al.

— C MeHs 10BOJIBHO! — rpoMoryiacHO 0ObsSBUJIA OHA U TOKUHYJA BEPaH]Ty.

Beponuka 3aroponunack cienom. «Ilomo3peBaemyro HE0OXOMMMO J0XKaTh», — IJE-TO OHa ciblmana 3Ty ¢pasy. He
WHa4ye KaK B OJJHOM U3 IETEKTUBOB, YTO COTHAMM IOKa3bIBAIOT 110 TB.

Cgetiiana ['eoprueBHa BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI OAHATHCS K ce0e B CHAIbHIO, CBEPHY/IA B KOPHIOP, BEAYLIMI K KaOMHETY
MMOKOMHOTO My»a. BepoHuka kpanace 3a Hel. Ha moBopoTe ee ocranoBuiia nonocneBuias Upuna. OHa cynyna Beponuke B
PYKY BKJIIOUEHHBIH AUKTO(OH, MOJAMUTHYJIA M TaK YK€ MOJIYa YIIUIa.

JIBepp B KaOWHET CTOsIa pacHaxHyTOW HAacTeXb. BHyTpu Obu1o TeMHO. TOJNBKO OKHO TOJACBEYMBAJIOCH YIHMYHBIM
¢donapem. Ha ero ¢one yetko BuaHenach (purypa >keHIMHBI C TPOCTHIO, 3aCTHIBILEH Ocpean KaOMHeTa.

— Brb1 yOunu Mmyxa? — TO U cripammBaia, TO U yTBepxkaana BepoHuka, mepecekas mopor KkabuHeTa.

Ceernana ['eoprueBna aepHynach u oOepHynack. BeTBu Omikaiiiiero nepeBa CKpeOIMCh B OKHO MOJOOHO KOTTSIM
BenvkaHa. Ha ynune HaumHaics yparaH. BepoHunka He NOMHMIIA, 4TOOBI NMPOTHO3 MOTOAbI NMPEAYNPEeXIal O €ro
npUOITHKEHUH.

— Hemnnoxoe moy Tel ycTponia, — MOXBaJINAJIA CBEKPOBb.

— O uem BhI?
— Heyxenu Tl X0Ts1 ObI HA MUHYTY JOIYCKaellb, YTO sl TIOBEPIO B 3TOT IUPK? JIeomosb BEpPHYICS C TOTO CBETa
CIyCTsl TPUALATH JIET, 4TOObI 0OMMuMTh YyOmiilly, — CBernana leoprueBHa ¢bipkHYIa. — YTO XK€ OH TAHYT C

pazobmauennem? I'ne mpormanan Bce 3To Bpemsi? Mnu ero 3aaepikaia B yTH ouepeaHas ImaiaBa?

— Bbl 3Ha1, 4TO OH BaM U3MEHSET, — Jorajaaiach BepoHuka.

— Koneuno. JXeHIIMHBI YyBCTBYIOT TaKHe€ BEIM. JTO OIIyIIACTCs Ha IMOACO3HaTelbHOM ypoBHe. [loka s1 Gopoiiock ¢
MOCJICJICTBUSIMU aBapHH, MOU JPArolleHHBIN CYIPYT pa3BIeKaycs Ha CTOpoHe. S eBa He MMIMIIACH )KU3HbB, criacas peOeHKa,
KOTOPBINA, MEXKTy TPOYUM, ObLT U ero cbiIHOM. M kak oH MeHs oTOmarogapu?

— BpI, HaBepHOE, CTpalHO Ha HEro pa3o3nmirch? — Beponnka monoOpanachk Oauke K CBEKPOBHU, YTOOBI TUKTO(DOH



YETKO 3aIucall OTBET.

— S He BocipMHMMAJIa €ro yBI€UYE€HHE Bcephes. JIEomonb1 U paHblie NOryIMBall, HO BCEI/la BO3BPAILAJICS KO MHE.

— Tonbko He B 3TOT pa3, — ckazana Beponuka. — OH xoTen OpocuTh Bac. YUTH U 3a0paTh ¢ 000 Bce cOepekeHN .

— Yy, — Csernana l'eoprueBHa ynpsimo nokaudana rojoBoid. — Kyma O6b1 on gencs? Iloryiastm u HempeMeHHO
BEPHYJICS.

— MoskeT oHadaxy Bbl B 3TO BEPHJIM, HO IIOTOM OCO3HAJIM: €ro HOBas MaccHsi ocoOeHHas. Barn Myx BimoOHIICS 1O-
HactosAwmeMy. Korna-to oH CTONb )K€ CTPACTHO yXa)KMBAJI 32 BaMU, — BHUJ, YTO €€ CJIOBA HE JOCTHUTalOT LenH, BepoHuka
penmuia ObITh jkecTue: — KakoBo 3T0, KOTJia My)XK4rHA, C KOTOPHIM MPOKUIU CTOJBKO JIET, TPEAMOYUTAET BaM JPYryro?

— 4 ornmana emy Bce, — mpoientana Ceernana ['eoprueBHa. BepoHuka ¢ TpyaoM pasiduuiia €€ Tojoc 3a IIyMOM
yparaHa. — bblia ¢ HUM B Trope U pagocTH. Sl Ha MHOroe 3akphiBana miasa. Jlroouna ero Bornpeku Bcemy. M kak oH MeHs
otonmarogapun? Pemmn OpocuTh ¢ peOCHKOM W ¢ €ro HEHOpPMaJbHOM Mamalled Ha mee. A BeIb 3TO cTapas Kapra ero
6ororBopuina. Ho B HOBOIi %HU3HHU y 0003kaeMoro JIeByIky He HauIoCh Ui Hee MecTa.

— D10 uygoBulHO, — Beponuka nepeaepHyna miiedamu. Jleononba npencraBisuics €l coBcem aApyruMm. Hemapom
TOBOPAT: y Ka)KJIOTO CBOS MPaB/a.

— 5] He MorJIa eMy O3BOJIUTH OCTABUTH HAC. TOJBKO HE S1.

— W uro BBI cnenanu?

Bonpoc Beponuka 3aiana B MOJHOW TUIIMHE. YparaH BCEro CEKYHAY HaszaJ THYIIMH JEpPEeBbs U KYCThI K 3eMJIE
BHe3anmHo yTuX. Kak ecnu Obl KTO-TO BBIAEPHYI M3 PO3ETKM LIHYP TMTAHTCKOTO BEHTHJIATOpA, PA3TOHSIONIETO BO3IYX. A
noToMy oTBeT CBeTianbl [ eoprueBHbI ObUT SBCTBEHHO CJIBIILIEH, HECMOTPSI Ha LIENOT:

— 5l ymomnsia ero ocrarbesi, HO OH Bejiesl MHE He yHukarbesa. Ckasan, 4To s HU Ha 4TO He roaHas. JKaykas xaneka —
BOT KaKk OH MeHs Ha3Baj. CblH — €JMHCTBEHHOE, UYTO Jepxajio ero noaige MeHs. Kak ToiabKo OH 0OyCTpOUTCS Ha HOBOM
MecTe, OH 3abeper ero cebe. Sl He MOrJIa 3TOTO JIOMYCTUTh.

— U BBl yOmin ero, — mojickasana Beponuka.

— Sl He pa3 ciblana OT CTapyxu O ceMeHOM IpokiasaTuU. OHa Mmokaszana MHE MPEACMEPTHYIO 3alKUCKy Myxa. S He
oOpailliaia BHUMaHUs Ha ee OpelHH, IMOKa HE MOHSUIAa, YTO OHM MOTYT ChIrpaTb MHE Ha pyKy. [lanmpiie Bce ObUIO J1eioM
TexHUKHU. S momnenana 3amucKy, Konupys noguepk Jleomonbaa. 3amaHumra ero HOUbIO B KabuHeT u 3acTpenuna. Crapyxa
y)Ke Torja Obiia ciena, kak Kpotr. OHa omo3Hana rnmouepk ceiHa. Koneuno, He 6e3 Moei momonm. S cymena ee yoeauTh, 4To
BCE JICNI0 B 3JI0CYACTHOM IPOKJIATUHU. SIKOOBI 3TO MECTh €€ MyXka 3a HeBepHOCTb. K TOMy e BCe Tak yJadHO COBMAJIO:
Jleononpay OyKBaabHO HA JHSX UCIOJHUIIOCH TPUALIATH MSITh. B 3TOM ke Bo3pacTe MOBECUJICS €€ MYK.

— OHa noBepuia BaMm.

— Eme kak moBepuina, — ycMmexnynach CeTnana ['eoprueBna. — Cama HacTosia, 9YTOOBI JIEJI0 MOCKOPEE 3aKPBLIH.
bosinace BOpoMTE MPOLIIOE.

— 41 emme Mory MoHSITH, 3a 4To 1Torud Jleononpa. Ho B ueM ObLT BUHOBAT Balll ChIH?

Cgetniana ['eoprueBHa o0OTHYIa CTON M Mpucena B Kpeciio Myka. OHa mpoBesa pyKkoi MO CTOJICIIHHIIE, CMAaXUBasi C
Hee 1Lk, Ee ronoc, korja oHa BHOBb 3ar0OBOpHIIA, 3Bydal IIIyX0, OyATO OHA U3 TOCIEAHUX CHII OOPETCs CO Clie3aMu:

— bops — HeBuHHas xxepTBa. Bee aToT oM. OH nornotui ero. S He Moria ’TOMy OMEIATb.

— He npaBna, — ormaxaynack Beponunka. — Bcero-to u Hago 0bU10, 4TO yeXaTh OTCIOJIA.

— Kyna? — xenumna nocMorpena Ha Hee. [{axe B TeMHOTE BepoHuka Koell olylaia ee B3rsia. — Y MEHsI HUKOTO
HeT. Pomutenu ymepnu. Cectpa ¢ MyxeM noru0iu B aBapuu. 1 ocTangack COBCeM OHA ¢ AByMsl ACThbMHU Ha pykax: bopeit u
Bononeit. A Ha koro MHe ObUIO OpOCHTH BBDKMBIIYIO M3 yMa cTapyxy? OTo Jleomonbl MOr OZHHUM pPOCUEPKOM Iiepa
MOKOHYMTH CO CTapOil )KM3HBIO U HayaTh HOBOIO. Y MEHS K€ ObUIO CIIMIIKOM MHOTO 0053aTENbCTB.

— To ectb nenbru coBceM He npuueM? M Bbl OCTanuch HE MOTOMY, YTO PACCUMTHIBAIN HAUTH Kiajd?

— Tpuauats JieT, — XMBIKHYJIa CBEKPOBb, — HE CIIUIIKOM JIH JOJATHUH CPOK JJIs MOUCKOB?

Beponnka ymonkia. Cernana [eoprueBHa, KOTOPYIHO OHa CyMTajla YYJOBHIIEM, Ha JeJi€ OKa3alach MPOCTO
HECUACTHOM JKEHIMHON. OT Ipyrux ee OTJIMYaJIo JIMIIh TO, KaK OHa 0OpoJiach CO CBOMM TOpeM. Tak yX BBIIUIO, YTO OHA
OblI1a U3 MOPOABI TEX JIOJEH, KOTOPBIC HU MPH KAaKUX OOCTOATENbCTBAX HE JaIyT ce0sl B 00uy.

— Uto crouinmb? — K CBEKPOBU BEPHYIACH yTEpSHHAs CaMOYBEPEHHOCTb. — Tbl HUYETO HE MOKEIb CO MHOM
nojenarhb. S xuiia Kak Xouy ¥ IpOJI0JIKY TaK KHUTh.

— 3710 TOJHKHO OBITH HaKa3aHo.

Beponuka onoMHmiack. Kak oHa Momia couyBCTBOBaTh 3TOH >keHIMHE? OHa TpsXHYJIa IOJOBOM, YCHIIMEM BOJU
IIPOTOHSSA OCTAaTKH >KaJIOCTH U3 CepAala U yma.

— U xaparoweit necuuieit craneun Thi? He cmenm mens, — CBernana [eoprueBHa momHsuiach M3-3a CTOJNA U
nBUHYNIack K Beponuke. — TrI 1ake 0 cebe HE B COCTOSIHMU 1M03a00TUThCA. Takas paccessHHas. HUKTO He ynuBHTCS, eciu
THI BAPYT YTOJAUIIb TIOJI MAIIMHY WM BBIIAACIIL ¢ OaTKOHA.

— Bbl MHe yrpoxkaere? — uzymuiiach Beponuka.

— UYT0 TBI, 3TO BCErO-HABCETO APYKECKOE MPEIYIPEKICHUE: Ye3Kal OTCI01a TOCKOpEE.



— 5] He ocTaBnto chiHa!

— OH npuHaanexuT MHe. CMUPHUCH C 3TUM, — Jjajla CBEKPOBb €ILIE OJIUH COBET.

Ha xpartkuii mur Beponukoit oBianesno xxenanue OpoCUTHCA Ha HeHaBUCTHYIO CBeTliaHy [ 'eoprueBHy U BIETIMTHLCS € B
ropio. Ho oHa criepkanack. DTol BebMe He caenaTh U3 Hee youiiiy. OHa o1oyieeT ee ApyruMy METOIaMHu.

Beponuka omyctuiia pyky B KapMaH U BbITaumuia 1ukTodoH. Ha ero xopmyce ropena kpacHasi KHOINKa — 3HaK, YTO
amnrmapar BKJIIOYEH U BeJeT 3anuch. OHa nokasana ero Ceernane ['eoprueBne, 3asBUB:

— ¥V MeHsd ecThb Joka3arenbcTBa! Bech Hail pa3roBop 3anucad. A enie s caja npeacMepTHYIo 3anucky Jleononpaa He
AKCIEPTU3Y U OHA YCTAaHOBUJIA, UTO €€ HAIIUCAIIU BbI.

— Crapas kapra coxpaHujia 3almucKy? — CBEKpPOBb ITOKaJayia rojioBoil. — OX yk 3Ta ee TAra K COOMPaHHIO BCIAKOTO
xnama. Ho ¢ atum 51 pazbepych. A Teneps oTAail MHE TUKTO(DOH!

Beponnka omomMHHTBCS He ycmena, kak Cperiiana ['eoprmeBHa Opocwmiiach Ha Hee. 3a CEKyHIy OHa IpeojoJerna
pasfeNsolee X pPacCTOSHUS, IBHTAsCh depecuyp MPOBOPHO s Kalekw. llamplbl CBEKpOBH OBUTM BCEro B IMape
CaHTUMETPOB OT 3aMsACThs BepoHUKHU U TOIKHBI OBLUIH BOT-BOT €€ CXBAaTUTh, KOT/Ia B IOTACOBKY BMEIIAJICS CKPUI KOJIEC.

— Uro 31eck npoucxoaut? — crpocuina M3onsaa KapioBHa, 3arnspiBast B KaOUHET U3 KOPUAOPA.

— Hwuuero, — mnepBoii omomHuiack CBernana ['eoprueBHa. OnHa yOpania pyKy 3a CIIMHY W MHJIO YJIBIOHYJIACh.
XUIHUYECKOE BBIPaXKEHUE JINIIa BMUT CMEHMIJIOCH CKydatonmM. — MeI Geceyem.

— Torna Th1 He Oynenb BO3paXkaTh, eciu st 3a0epy Beponuky. Sl ycrana u xody jedb crarh, a CaMOCTOATEIBLHO HaBepX
MHE HE MOJHSThCS, — CTapyxa yKa3aja Ha MHBAIUIHOE KPECIIO.

Csetnana ['eoprueBHa nposxriia BepoHuKy B3IJ4/10M U OTBETHUJIA:

— Koneuno, nmycts uaet. Mbl 10roBOpuUM HO3XKE.

Bcenen 3a U3onpnoit KapnoHoit Beponuka mokunyna kabunet. OHa 4yBCTBOBaja ce0sl, KaK MPUTOBOPEHHBIN K CMEPTH
qyoM H30eKaBIMi Ka3HU. BBIKIIIOYMB AUKTOPOH, OHA CIpsATaja €ro B KapMmaH, Pa3MBIIUILS HAJ TeM, KaKk 00e30MacuTh
ceos.

Beponuka HamepuBanach oTAaTh AUKTOPOH MpuHe, 4TOOBI Ta BBIHECIA €r0 M3 JoMa. 3a MpejeliaMu OCOOHSKa OH
Oynet B OezonacHocTu. Ho kK cBOeMy pa3oyapoBaHUIO y3HAIA, YTO MOJIPYra y)Ke yexana.

Bwmecte ¢ Bonoaeii ona nomonia M3onpae KapiioBHe NOAHATHCS B CHAIBHIO. Y YaCTKOBBIM TOPOMMIICS ITONACTH JOMOM,
a Beponuka ocranach, 4ToObI TOMOYB CTAPYIIKE JIeUb. YKJabIBas Ty B TOCTEb, OHA YKPAJIKOW HaOmIroama 3a Heil. HescHo:
cipimana M3onpaa KapnoBHa MX co CBEKpOBBIO pa3roBop wiu HeT? Bema oHa cebs kak OOBIYHO, HO STOW CEMbE BCE
ITOJTHATOPENIN B YMEHUU CKPbIBaTh UCTUHHBIE YyBCTBAa. CripocuTh HanpsMuK? OHa oTMena 3TOT BapuaHT. Eciu crapyika
HUYETO HE CIBIIANA, TO JUIIHUE Pa3roBOPHI HA 3Ty TEMY TOJIBKO IMOAXJIECTHYT €€ JII0OOIBITCTBO.

— Bce B nopsiake? — HakpbiBasg M3onbay KapinoBHy ogesisiom, moMHTEpecoBajiach BepoHuka.

Crapymika cxana ee JJaJJoHb CyXMMH NajdbllaMHi — B HUX JO CHX IOP OLIyILAJIACh CUJIa, U OTBETUJIA!

— To1 xopomas neBouka, Beponuka. bor mact, y Te0s Bce OyneT B mopsijike.

TonKkOM He MOSCHUB CBOMX CTpaHHBIX clioB, M301paa KapnoBHa nmoxkanoBanach Ha yCTaJOCTh M MOMPOCHUIIa OCTABUTD
€€ OJIHY.

Beponuka 3abappukaanpoBaiack B CBOCH KOMHare. 3aMKa Ha JBEpb HE ObLIO, U OHA MPHUABUHYIA CTYI, TOAIEPEB UM
pyuky. TosbKo mocie 3Toro oHa MO4yBCTBOBasIa ce0s1 B OTHOCUTENIbHOM 0€30MacHOCTH.

OcraBanoch NpuAyMarh, Kyia crpsTarb TUKTo(hoH. 3-3a ero MaieHbKOTO pa3Mepa OH MOT TIOMECTUTHCS Ky/Ia YrOIHO,
HO MECTO HY)KHO HajexHoe. Takoe, rje He cTanyT uckarb. lllkad, komon u TymOa ornaganu cpasy. Beponuka 6osnblie yaca
Omyx/jana o KOMHare, MoKa CIydailHO He 3aMeTHja, YTO OIHA W3 IOJOBUIl HEIUIOTHO mpuieraeT K moxy. [lomnes ee
IIMUAJIBKON, OHAa Hamuia HeOombimoi yrmyonenue. Kak pa3 monm pasmep auktodona. Beponuka crpsrana Tyga ammapar,
no0aBuiIa K HEMY pe3y/bTaThl SKCIEPTH3, YCTAHOBUIIA TTOJIOBHUILY HA MECTO U MIPUKPHLIA €€ KOBPOM.

['naBa 22

Houbr BepoHnuka nmpoBesia Ha yAUBIECHHE CIIOKOWHO, a YTPOM MPOCHYIIACh CBEKEW M OTAOXHYBILIECH U JaJ€KO HE cpazy
BCIIOMHMJIA COOBITHUS BeuepuHKHU. [lamMsATh BepHynach K Hell B Ayiie. BriOekaB OoTTyna MOKpOi, 3aBEepHYTOH B MOJIOTEHIIE,
OHa TpoBepuJIa TAMHUK. J[UKTODOH JIekan Ha MecTe.

Ceernana ['eoprueBHa oTbickana BepoHuky Ha KyxHe. 3amissHyB Tyla Ha MMHYTKY, oHa Opocuna: «Ham Hamo
ITIOrOBOPUTHY», U TYT K€ yluia. BepoHuka ocTaBuia 3aBTpak HEAOEACHHBIM U OTIIPABUIIACH BCJIE 32 CBEKPOBBIO.

Kak ToipKo 1Beph rOCTMHOM 3aTBOpHIIach 3a Beponukoii, Cetnana ['eopruesna cpocunia:

— Yero TbI X0uyenis?

— O uemM BbI?

— V¥ T1ebs nukTOo(OH C 3amuchio Moero mpusHaHus. HaBepHsika Thl OT/Aaja €ro CBOEHl MOAPYKKE U Ta yBE3Ja €ro
nojanbliie. MHe 710 Hero He 100paThes, a 3HAUuT 51y TeOs B pykax. M moTomy s CIipalmBaio: 4Yero Thl XO4elb?

Beponuka He pasyOexzaia CBEKpOBb B HEMPABHJIBHOCTH €€ BbIBOJIOB. IlycTh mpomoikaeT aymarb, 4TO AUKTO(GOH
HaxonuTcs B 6e3omacHoM mecte. OTHRIHE Beponrnka xo3siiika cutyanuu. HeBemomoe el paHee 4yBCTBO IMIMPHIIOCH B TPYIH.



Nmst emy OBLTO BIACTb.

— MHe MHOro He Hy)KHO, — oTBeTHIa Beponuka. — OcTaBbTe MEHS U CbIHA B IOKOE. BOT Bce 0 ueM s mpomty.

— DT0 5 Mory cnenarb, — ynblOHynack CBetiana ['eoprueBHa, a Beponuka Brapyr omryruiia cedst oomanyroil. OnHa
yIyckajga 4To-To BakHoe. OIHOTrO JaHHOTO CBEKPOBBIO CIIOBAa ObUIO HEAOCTATOYHO. B rojioBy mpuiwia HeOXXUIaHHAs U
Jep3Kast ujesl.

— OTO eme He BCe, — MPOroBopuia oHa. — BBl nepepaguTe MHE ONEKYy HaJ HMMYILECTBOM, OCTaBICHHOMY II0
3aBeniaHuio bopuca. 5 u Tospko 51 Oyay pemaTs, 4TO Ae1aTh C JOMOM.
— Tol ObicTpo yunibes, — CBeTnaHa ['eopriueBHa caynach, TOYHO CTapblii BO3AYIIHBIN MIAPUK. — A YTO OCTaHETCS

MHe?

— $1 mo3BoII0 BaM U Jalibllie )KUTh 3ech. Ho He mombITaiiTech n30aBUTHCS OT MEHS. Sl COCTaBIIIO 3aBEIIAHUE TAK, YTC
IIOCJIE MOE CMEpPTHU BaM HE JIOCTAHETCS AK€ IBEPHOM PYYKH OT CHAJIbHHU.

— VY 1e0s ecThb JienoBast XBaTka, — cJiesiaja KOMIUIMMEHT CBEKpoBb. — S cMoTpena Ha Te0s u aymarna, noyemy bopuc
B CBOE BpeMs BbIOpas TeOsl, a Terneph MOHsUIA: Thl HAIIOMHMIIA eMy MEHs. My)KUMHBI BCET/la BBIOMPAIOT B CITYTHHIIBI KEHIIMH
MOXOXKUX Ha UX MaTepeil. Bonos Toxe He ocTasncs kK Tebe paBHOIYIICH.

— V¥ Hac ¢ BaMH HET HHYEro oOIero, — 3amporecToBasia Beponunka. — Bbl youiinia u THpaH, a s IpoCTO JIFOOIIIC
CBOETO ChIHA U XO4Yy €r0 CIACTH.

— Kakas pa3zHuna, yTo 3a MOTHBBI HAMU JBIXKYT? 3HaYeHUE UMEIOT CPECTBA, BEIOpaHHBIE JIs JOCTHUKEHUS Leau. Thl
He robOpes3roBasia 0OMaHyTh MeHs. A ceifdac TeOs Tak W pacHUpaeT OT YYBCTBa COOCTBEHHOT'O MPEBOCXOACTBA. DTO Kak
HapKoTHK. [TonpoOoBaB pa3, Thl OyelIb CTPEMHUTHCS UCTIBITATH 3TO CHOBA U CHOBA.

Beponuka paepHyn1a ImiedoMm, TOYHO cOpacbiBas ¢ ceOs dyxkyio nagoHb. OHa He oOs3aHa ciaymars CeTiany
['eoprueBny. OnpaBasiBasi cebst 60pb00ii 3a KU3HB ChIHA, OHA MTepeOnIa CBEKPOBD:

— JloBonbHO! Sl ceromHs e BBI30BY HOTapUyca M MBI MOAMUIIEM OyMaru o mepeaade mpaB OomeKyHa MHe. Mm Tak,
WJTU 51 OTTIPABIIIO BCE YIMKH B MOJUIIHIO. Y OMIICTBO, TOBEJCHUE 10 camoyouiicTBa. JIIOOOMBITHO CKOJIBKO JIET BaM JaIyT?

— Xopomo, — comacuiack Ceernana ['eoprueBHa, — g Bce moxpmuiry. Toapko mooOemai, 4To MO3BOJIHUIIL MHE
OCTaThCA.

— Obemmaro.

Horapuyc He ycmen 3a HECKOJIBKO YacOB COCTABUTh HYXKHBIE JOKYMEHTbl W IIpUEXal Ha CIEAYIOIMH JEHb.
ObGeckypaxkeHHbI pereHueM CBeTiaHbl [ €OprueBHBI OH TO M JIETIO CHpaIlMBaj XOpOIo JIM OHa momyMmana. Hakoner,
BOIIPOCHI MCCSKJIM, JOKYMEHTHI ObUIM TMOAMHCaHbI, 1 Beponuka B3goxHyna ¢ obmerdenuem. Ona mobemuna! Eif ymamock
OJI0JIETh OMACHOTO U KeCTOKO Bpara. OHa MOXKET rOpAUTHCS COOO.

Beponuka cknagpiBanga JOKyMEHTHI B TIAIKY. 3a MPOIECCOM cO CTOpoHBI HabOmonana Ceernana ['eoprueBna. Hotapuyc
TOJIBKO YTO yILIEN, U OHU OCTaJIMCh B TOCTUHOW OJIHH.

— Teneps s1 MOry NOYYHUTH 3aMUCH? — MOUHTEPECOBATIACH CBEKPOBb.

Beponuka, mo3a0bIB mpo Oymaru, ycTaBuiIach Ha )KEHIIMHY U OTBETHJIA:

— Jlaxke He MeuTalTe. 3anmuch — TapaHTHs Moel 6e3onacHocTU. S Oyay XpaHUTh ee y ceosl.

— A KTO rapaHTHpyeT Moo 6e3omacHocTh? YTo ecnu 3aBTpa Tebe B3OpEeT B TOJIOBY CAATh MEHS MOJIUIHUH?

— Sl nmato BaMm CJOBO, 4TO HE OOHApOAYIO 3alKCh, €CJIM, KOHEYHO, Bbl HE HApyIIMTE Hall yroBop, — BepoHuka
MPOJIEMOHCTPHUPOBAJa NaIKy ¢ JOKyMEHTaMU.

— TBoe yecTHOE CJIOBO B OOMEH Ha MO0 MoAnmuch. OTYEro MHE Ka)xeTcs, OyITo s mponeleBuiIa? — yCMEXHYIach
Caetrnana ['eopruesna.

— Korma kaxercsi, KpeCTUTbCsI Haj0, — TpoBopyana Beponuka. — UyTe He 3a0buia: Mos moapyra Mpa moroctur y
Hac HekoTopoe BpeMs. Haznerocs, Bbl He TPOTUB?

Omna ynuia, He T0XKUIAsICh OTBETA. TeM caMbIM MOTYEPKHYB, YTO OH €M, IO CyTH, HH K 4yemy. Beap Tenepb 10M U Bce,
YTO B HEM HAXOJUTCS, IPUHAMICKUT eid. Tounee Mute, HO A0 €ro COBEPIICHHOJIETUS OHA 31ECh MOJHOINPABHAS XO35MKA.

Beponuka npeObiBasia B OTIIMYHOM HacTpoeHuH. OHa MOAHsUIach K cebe B KOMHATY: CHpSTaTh OymMard B TaHHUK K
TUKTO(OHY U dKcTiepTU3aM. TIaTeTbHO 3amepeB IBEPh, OHA MOTHSUIIA MOJOBUILY H 0O0OMIIeNa: TaWHUK ObLT mycT. BepoHuka
oO1apuia y3Koe IpoCTPaHCTBO PYKOM, YOeKIasACh: TUKTOGOH U OyMard mporiaiu.

Ona ruroxHynach Ha moj. KTo-To moObiBanm B KOMHATe M yKpasl BaxkHble ynmuku. HaBepusika 3To Obuta CBeTiana
I'eoprueBna. BoT mouemy oHa Tak criokoifHa. 3aluch y HEe.

[TepBbIM TOpEIBOM BepoHWKH OBLUTO CITYCTUTHCS] BHH3 U TIOTOBOPHUTH CO CBEKPOBBIO HAYUCTOTY. [ToTpeboBaTk, 4TOOHI Ta
oTnana 3anuchk. Ho 3apaBblii cMBICH B3sUT BepX, 1 Beponuka ocranack B koMHare. Eciu Csernana ['eoprueBHa ykpaia
JUKTO(OH, OHA HU 32 YTO HE CO3HAETCS, U TOTJA 3alKCh IMOTEpsiHa HaBcerga. 3aro y Hee ecTh JOKyMEHTHL. Beponmuka
nprkaia nanky K rpyad. Hajgo mouckats At Hee MECTO MOHaJeKHee. XO0pollo, €ClIi OHO OyJIeT 3a IpeiejaMu 0OCOOHSIKa.

Ho uto ecnu nukTodoH B3siia He cBeKpoBb? byab 3amuch y Hee, oHa ObI He MofnKcana J0KyMeHThI. [lonaau 3anucs He
B T€ PYKH, U TOCJIEACTBUS CJIOXKHO Mpeacka3zarb. Kak BOCHOIB3YeTCS HEU3BECTHBIM CBAJMBILEHCS HAa HETO BJIACThbIO?
Hanpumep, Pauca. Bapyr ona yOoupanach B cnajbHe W CIy4ailHO HaTKHYIach Ha TaiHMK? Kakue maru oHa mpeanpuMer,



KOTJIa MOWMET, YTO y HEE B pyKax 30J10Tas xKujia?

Beponnka m1yOOKO BIOXHYTAa M MEIJCHHO BBIIOXHYIA 4Yepe3 CIIOKEHHbIe TpyOoukol TyObl. OHa MOBTOpHIIA
yIIpa)XHEHUE NECAThb pa3, YTOObl YCIIOKOMTBHCS M TPE3BO OLEHUTh cUTyanuioo. Bpsan nu sto Obuta Panca. OHa He pa3s
MOAYEPKHBaia, 4TO paboTaeT KyXapKod, U yOOpKa He BXOAUT B ee oOs3aHHOCTU. BepoHmka cama mpubupaiack B CBOCH
KOMHAare U B KOMHare Mwutu Toxke. 3HauuT, HAHA? Ho u 3TOT BapmaHT Kaszaics HepeanbHbIM. HsHS He 3axomut B ee
cnanpHIO. YTo ecnu 310 Obu1 Cepreit? Tosnbko Buepa OHA 3BOHWIJIA €MY M JKaJIOBaJIach, YTO OOUTCS, Kak Obl JUKTO(OH HE
ykpanu. MoxerT, moka ee He ObU10, OH 3a0paj ero u nepenpsrai B Apyrom mecre?

Beponuka cnyctuiiace B cajl. JlIOKyMeHTHI OHa B3siia ¢ co0oii. 3aoaH0 nepenact ux Ceprero s coxpaHHocTH. EMy ona
JIOBepsiyia 0€30rOBOPOYHO.

Ona 3acTtana My)xuuHy 3a fiesioM. OH [TOIMBaJI U3 IUIAHTa KYCThl MOYKKEBEJIbHUKA.

— Kak ycnexu? — cnpocun Cepreii.

— bymaru noanucansl, — BepoHuka nokasana emy narky.

— Oruero toraa y Teds Kucaoe auio?

— JluKTO(OH mpona, — MpoLIenTaia OHa, BOPOBATO OIMISAbIBasACH. — TbI ero He Opan?

Cepreii HaXMypHJICS.

— Her, 51 cerogus He 3axoaun B 1oM. He nepexwuBaii Tak. Jlom npunaiexut tede. YTo MOKeT N3MEHUTHCS?

— He 3naro, — BepoHuka mombITaNiach yHATh TPEBOTY, HA0ATOM 3Bydallyl0 B TOJIOBE. — Y MEHs IIJIOXO€
npenuayBcTBUe. KTo ObI HM B35UT 3aIIUCh, OHA €MY 3a4eM-TO HY)KHA.

Cepreii mosoxui nwianr U oOHs1 Beponuky. OHa mpukanachk K €ro rpyid | MOMpOCHIa;

— Copsiub T0KyMeHTHI y cebs. B nmome ux Henmb3s octapisatb. OHM MOM nmT. ECiiM ¢ HUMH YTO-TO CIy4uTCs, 5
noru6a.

Ocrarok nHs Beponuka He Haxomwia cebe mecta. Bee xaana: BOT-BOT uTo-To ciyuutcs. Ho Hactynun oben, 3a HUM
YKHH, )KUTEJIH JI0Ma OTIPABUIIUCH [10 CBOUM KOMHATaM CaTh, U HUYErO HE MPOU30LUIO.

Ha cnenyronmii nens npuexana Mpa. OHa B3sla HEENbHBIM OTIYCK 3@ CBOM CYET M HaMepuBajlach IIPOBECTU €TO E
ocoOHsike. Beponuka obpamoBanack moapyre. C Helt OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl HE TaK OMUHOKO. MpuHa rmomMorsia ei 3a0bIThes,
U cledyrolas Henens mnposerena He3ameTHo. K ToMy MOMeEHTy, Korja moapyra MOKuHyna oM, BepoHuka nepecraia
BOJIHOBAaTbCA M3-3a Mpomnaxku. HoBblil X0351MH AUKTO(OHA, MOX0XKE, HE coOMUpascs ero UCHoiab30Barh. Mnu ke OH 4ero-to
X1aj, Ho 00 »ToM BepoHuka nmpennounTana He TymMaTh.

[TpoBoguB Upy, ona momHsmack k cebe B komHaTy. Yachl mokas3piBajau MOJIOBUHY YE€TBEpTOTrO. BepoHuka 3aymanach:
CXOnUTh mourparb ¢ Muteit unm HaBegarbest k Cepreto. [locnennero ona Bujena MeJIbKOM B T€UEHUE HECKOIBKUX THEU U
CUJIbHO COCKYYHJIACh. 3aIVITHYB K CBIHY U YBHJEB, UTO OH 3aHAT YBJICKATCIIbHOW UTPOM C HsHEH, BepoHuka BeIOpana BU3UT K
Cepreto.

OrtcyrcTBOBaia BepoHnka HECKONIBKO 4acoB. Bpems psaoMm ¢ moOMMBIM TpoJieTesio HezameTHO. OHa ONMOMHMIIACK,
KOI'ZIa 32 OKHOM CT'YCTHJIUCh CYMEPKH.

— Mmue nopa, — BepoHuka cnenmHo ofeBanach.

— Ocranbcs x0T OblI eltle Ha moivaca, — nomnpocui Cepreii. — Mbl pefiko ObIBaeéM BMecCTe.

— 3Ha10, — OHa HAKJIOHWJIACh K HEMY U MOIIeJIOBala B IyObl, HO TYT K€ BbIIpsaMuiiack. — [lorepnu 4yTb-uyTh. [1ycTE
BCE HEMHOTI'O YTPACETCH.

— ThI mo-npexxHEMY MepeKUBaACIb U3-3a 3aITUCU?

— Kaxk ne nmepexuBarb? — BepoHuka 3acTerHyja MOJIHUIO Ha 100Ke M B3sla pacuecky ¢ TyMOouku. — MeHs He
MMOKUAAET YyBCTBO, YTO 3aIIUCh CKOPO BCILIBIBET.

— Ee HeBO3MOKHO HCITIOJIB30BaTh MPOTUB TeOs, — HanoMHUI Cepreu.

Beponuka cTsHyna BOJIOCH pe3UHKON M TpoOopMoTana;

— OueHb Ha 3TO HAJCHOCh.

Cepreii mpoBOIUI €€ 10 KATUTKH. TaM OH JIOJITO HE BBITYCKal €€ U3 0O0BATHH, Moka BepoHnka HE OTCTpaHWUIIa €ro
YBEPEHHOU PYKOM.

— MHe nopa, — MoBTOpHUJIa OHA U, HE OMJIABIBASCH, MTOLUIA K aBTOMOOMIIIO.

Vezxarb ObUIO TsDKeN0, HO HeoOxomumo. Kaxapni paz mokupas Cepresi, oHa medrana o0 omHOM: ocTarbes. OHHU
obcyxnmamu 3Tto ¢ Hpoit mepen ee orne3nom. [loapyra mocoBeroBana 3a0parh chiHa W mepeexarb k Ceprero. Tak Obl
Beponuka u mocTynuiia, mpu4eM C MpeBEeTUKON pagocThio, HO MUTS HAOTpe3 OTKAa3bIBAJICA Iepee3karh U3 0coOHsaKa. Ero
CJIOBHO HAaMEpTBO NPUKIEUIU K AoMy. Kaxercs, pa3fenu 3TUX ABOMX, U OHHU 3auaxHyT Apyr 0e3 apyra, kak Beponuka
yaxuet 6e3 Cepresi. Ho Mex 1y cOOCTBEHHBIM CUACTBSIM M CHAaCThEM ChIHA OHA Bcerna BeiOepeT Bropoe. [loaTtomy oHu 10 cux
TOP JKUBYT B OCOOHSIKE.

Kak Tonbko BepoHuka moBepHyna Ha NpsSMYIO IOpOTYy, M BAAIM MOKAa3alcs J0M, 3ayMYMBOCTb KaK PYKOH CHSUIO.
Oco0HsK cBepKas OA00HO 3epKalbHOMY AMCKomapy. CBEeT ropen MpakTHYeCKH B KaKJ0M KoMHare. BepoHuka Haxkana Ha
neaaib ra3a, NpuoaBisist CKOPOCTb.



[Tapannast aBepb OblIa OTKpHITA Hapacnamky. BepoHuka mpuTopMo3uiia Mocpean MoAbe3IHON TOPOKKHU, HE 3a00TsCh
O MapKoBKe, U B30ekana Ha KpbuUibllo. Kabmyku Tydens oTOMIM ApoOb MO AEPEBSIHHBIM CTYNEHSM, TOYHO OapaOaHIMK B
LUpPKE Mepe CMepTEeIbHBIM TPIOKOM aKkpobara.

— Muts! — nepBbiM Jenom Beponuka no3Bana ceiHa. JKenast yOeauThes, YTO ¢ HUM BCE B MOPsAKE, OHa Opocuia K
JIECTHUIIE Ha BTOPOM 3TaX, HO HaBepXy ee 3aaep-kana M3onpaa KapiaosHa.

IIperpaxnas KOIACKOU IIyTh, CTApyXa CKa3aa:

— C manpuukoM Bce xopouio. OH CIHUT.

BepoHuka mombITanack 000THYTh MHBAJIUAHOE KPECIO M JHYHO YOEIUTHCS, YTO C CHIHOM HE MPUKIIOUMiIach Oena,
KOTla CHU3Y JIOHECIUCh TpUYUTaHus Paucer:

— Yro ke Teneps ¢ Hamu OyaeT?

Kyxapka moBTopsiia OMH U TOT ke Bompoc 0e3 mepepbiBa. BepoHnka omisiHylach U yBHUJIENa €€ CTOSIIEH B JIBEPSX.
Paunca komKasa B pykax IUIaTOK, KOTOPBI 0OBIMHO HOCHIIA Ha ToioBe. [1o mekaM >KeHIMHBI KaTUINCh KPYIHbIEe ciie3bl. Ee
rope BBIINIANENIO HCKpeHHUM, U BepoHuka Bcepbe3 mepemnyranach. J|OKHO ObITh, CIYYUIIOCH YTO-TO IO-HACTOSAIIEMY
yXKacHoe, pa3 KyxapKka Tak yOuBaeTcs.

— UYrto cTpsiciiock? — BepoHuka crycTuiach 0OpaTHO Ha TEPBBIA ITAK.

— Ee 3abpanu, — Paunca ykazana apoxaineid pykoil Ha OTKpBITYIO 1Bepb. — Ilpuexanu Tpoe B popme U BeJenu UATH C
Humu. CKazaiy, 94TO OHa B YEM-TO BUHOBATA, HO 51 HE PACCIIBIIIAIA B YEM.

— Koro 3a0panu? — nagonu BepoHukH moxomnoaesnu, CI0BHO OHA JOTPOHYIACK /10 alcoepra.

— Cgetnany ['eopruesny, xo3siiky Hamty. UTo xe Teneps Oynetr? MeHst yBoJisaT? — Parca BepHyIach K My4aroIieMy ee
BOIIPOCY.

UToObl 10OUTHCS OT KyXapKy Bpa3yMUTENbHBIX OTBETOB, BepoHuka ee ycnokoua:

— HuxkTo He cTanet Te0s yBonbHATE. [Ipogomkunis paboTark, Kak npexae. A ceyac pacCKakX TOJIKOM, KTO MpHeXai
1 Kyzaa 3abpanu Ceetnany ['eopruesny.

Pauca Bmur nogo6panacs. HoBocTh 0 coxpanenuu mecta npyujaaia eif cuii. OHa 00CTOATENBHO JTOJOKUIIA:

— $1 Obuta Ha KyxXHe, MbUIa IMOCYIy IOCJIE YyXHHA, KOorma K JoMy noabexaia MammHa. OKHa KyXHHM BBIXOIAT Ha
MOBE3IHYIO IOPOKKY, U I TIOCMOTpPENA, KTO 3TO MoKajnoBal. J{ymana, BeI BEPHYIHCH, HO MalllMHa ObLIa MOJHUIEHCcKOM. S
3aMeTHiIa 3HaK Ha Ooky. OTTyaa BBIIUIM Tpoe MYX4UH B (opme. S oTkpbuia UM ABepb. OHM MPEIbSIBIIN JOKYMEHTHI U
nonpocuin no3sars Ceeriany I'eopruesny. [lanpiie s m10X0 NOHUMA0, YTO Mpou3onuio. OHU OOBUHUIIM €€ B YeM-TO U
MIPUKA3aJId €XaTh C HUMH.

— Kyna?

— B yudacTox Bpoze.

Beponuka obepHyIach W MOCMOTpeNa Ha JIECTHMILY, Ha BEpIIMHE KOTOPOH MOOEZOHOCHO cTOsuIo Kpecio. JIuio
N3onbael KapioBHBI, TOACBEYCHHOE JKEJITHIM OT JIIOCTPBI, ObLIO crokoiHO. Crapas >KeHIMHa yibloanack. M cTOIbKO
YMUPOTBOPEHUS, CTOJIBKO MOKOSI OBUIO B 3TOH YIBIOKE, CIIOBHO TSDKKHMM Ipy3, AaBAIIMI HAa Hee JOJITME oIkl BHE3AITHO
CBAJIWJICS C IUIEY.

BepoHuka TpsxHyla TOJOBOW, OTTOHsIS BHJAEHUE, W mnocrnenmia K Tenedony. OHa cHsia TpyOKy M ITO3BOHMIIA
Brnagumupy, oTKpbIB Ui ce0si, 4TO IIOMHHUT €r0 HOMEp Hau3ycTh. Uepe3 mapy ryIkoB B JUHAMUKE MOCIBIIIAICS YCTAIbINA
roJoc:

— 4 cnymaro.

— Bomnons, aTo Beponuka. Ciayuninocs uTo-To HenoHsTHoe. CBeTinany ['eopriueBHy 3a0paiy B y4acTOK.

— S B xypce, — nepeOus My)K4nHa.

— Moxenb 00bSCHUTH, B UeM AeJI0? — IMONPOCHIIa OHA.

— Tetto 0OBUHSIOT B YOUICTBE MYy»Ka 1 B IOBEICHUH 10 CAMOYOUIICTBA ChIHA.

Brnagumup B TOYHOCTH NOBTOpUI cioBa BepoHuKHM, KOTOpblE OHa elle HelaBHO roBopuia Ceernane ['eopruesHe.
NmenHo »TuM OOBMHEHWMEM OHa rpo3uia cBekpoBu. [lepen mazamu y Beponuku Bce moruibuio. KTo Ob1 HU NpHCBOUMN
3aIKCh C MPU3HAHUEM, OH 1103a00THIICS, YTOOBI T€ TIOTAIH B HYXKHBIE PYKU.

— Yto Teneps OyneTr? — HEOCO3HAHHO OHA MOBTOpHUJIAa BOIIPoC Pauchr.

— PaccrnenoBanue, — KOpPOTKO OTBETUII MY)KUMHA U 100aBui: — Tebs, KCTaTH, TOKEe A0NPOCsT. ' 0TOBbCS.

Bnagumup nosecun Tpyoky, a Beponuka emie goiro npuxumaia €e K yxy, BCIYIIMBasICh B KOPOTKUE TYIKH.

% %k 3k

[Tocneayronme HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB CTAIU CyIIMM KolMapoM il BepoHuku. beckoHeuHble 1onpocsl, 3acelanus Cyna,
HEOOXOIMMOCTh BpaTh W W3BOpaumBarbes. llouemy oHa He BbI3BaJa MOJMIIMIO, KOTna y3Haia o mpectymieHun? Ona
coobnmuna? To, yTo MuTs mosrydan mo 3aBemmanuio boprca Bce UMYIECTBO CeMbH, yCyryousiio cutyanuto. Eif He Bepuiy,
rpo3uin apectoM. [IpaBna, 66110 01HO «HO». Ecnu oHa nacT nmokasanus mpoTuB CBeTiaHbl [ 'eOprueBHbl, €€ YeCTHOE UMS HE
nocTpanaet. Beibupate He mpuxoauiock. Beponuke pacckaszana Bce, 4TO 3Haja.

Haxkonen, xommap 3akoHumiics. CeTiiaHy ['€oprueBHy OCyauMiM Ha CMEXOTBOPHBIA IJisi yOWiiisl cpok. Bcero-to



BoceMb JieT. Ho Bcem, BKIIIOUasi camy »EeHIIMHY, ObUTIO OYEBHIHO: OHA €/1Ba JIM MEpeKUBET 3akitoueHue. He B ee Bo3pacrte u
HE C €€ COCTOSIHUEM 3[I0POBbSL.

C onHoil cropoHbl BepoHnuka Obuta paia pa3 U HaBceraa M30aBUTHCS OT CBEKPOBU U 3J1a, KOTOPOE Ta OJIHUIETBOpPSIIA.
Jlom croBHO ouncTuiics. BHyTpH cTano cBexo, Kak 1mocie renepaibHoi yoopku. [1oTosok ka3ascs Bbllle, CTEHBI IUPE, 1101
pOBHee.

Ho 6pun m muHychl. [7aBHBIA W3 HUX coBecTh. BepoHuka BHHHIIA ceOs B MPOU3OIIEAIIEM. DTO OHAa 3aIlUCala
npu3Hanue CBeTsiaHbl [ €OprueBHbl, a MOTOM HE CMOIVIa €ro yoepeub OT MOCTOPOHHHMX. 3HAaTh Obl emle, KTO ObUI 3TOT
IIOCTOPOHHMH, HO Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC OHA TaK M He Hanvia orBera. Mmenuce y BepoHHMKH mONO3peHUs HA Cel CYeT, HO
JI0OKa3aTh OHA HUYEro He Moruia. Yl He cuiibHO XoTena.

Uyrse noxckaseiBano: 3amemmana M3onpaa Kapnosna. B Totr Beuep, korna BepoHuka crenana 3amnuch, €il okasanochs,
YTO CTapyllKa MOoACIyIIaia ux pa3ropop co Ceernanoi ['eoprueBHoit. /[a u KTO eme Mor mpoOparbest K HEH B CHAJIBHIO U
BBIKPAcTh TUKTOPOH? TONBKO TOT, KTO XKHUBET B OCOOHSKE U 3HAET €ro BIUIOTH /10 KaXKJON CKPHIISILIEH OJOBUIIBL.

Beponuka cnenana By, uro HUYero He noHsuta. OHa Obuia O6marogapaa M3onbae KapioBHe, 4To Ta M0Kaanach, MOKa
Caetnana ['eoprueBHa nepenuiueT oneKyHCTBO HaJ MUTEN Ha HEE U TOJIBKO MOTOM OTIIPaBUIIA YAUKH B ITOJIUIIUIO.

N3onbna KapnoBna 3acmykuina cBoi yac mectH. [locne Bcero, uto eif caenana HeBecTka. [Tocne youiicTBa chiHa, MOCTIE
JIOBEZICHUS €€ JI0 TIOMEIaTeIbCTBA Ha MOYBE MPOKJIATHS, MOCIIE CaMOyOMiiCTBa BHYKa, OHA MMeJa IMOJHOE MPaBO CBECTH
CYETBHL

...BepoHuka nocnenHuii pa3 KpuTH4ecKn ocMoTpena ce0s B 3epkano. Heroxo. OHa ocTanach JOBOJIbHA PE3YIIBTaTOM.
[Toutn He 3ameTHO, UTO OHA HepBHHYaeT. OHa ofepHyna Oy3Ky, MOIXBaTHIIa CYMKY U BbIDIa B Kopuaop. [Ipoxoas mumo
JETCKOM, 3ariisiHylla Ha MUHYTKY 1 coobumia Mpe, KoTopast rocTHIIa y Hee:

— Ecnn noBeser, To s CeroiHs BEPHYCh O3/IHO.

— VYnaun, — orBeTHia Ta. — JKenaio Tede MOIyduTh 3Ty padoTy.

Beponuka kuBHy1a B 3HaK OJaroJapHOCTH, MOIIEJNOBajla ChlHA B MAakKylKy W BblUia. B mocnennue Henmenn ObUIO
TpyaHO ¢ neHbramu. Ilencun M3onbapl KapiaoBHBI M TOM ManocTH, 4TO UM IUIATHIIM apEHJATOPbl, HE XBAaTal0 Ha JKU3Hb.
Bomonst otkasancst miuatuth 3a qoM. Ero Oosbllie HMYETro ¢ HUM HE CBs3bIBaJIO. Xopotio eme Ceprel mpucMarpuBal 3a
cazom OecriatHo, a Panca comacuiiack mogoxaarh ¢ skanoBaHueM. OT HSHHM NPUINIOCH OTKazarbes. Paboty B Mockse
Beponuka norepsuta. Kak Mpa He crapanach, a Ha4YaJIbCTBO HE MOINO KJaTh €€ Be4HO. bykBanbHO Ha HHSX Beponuka
yBUZIeNla B ra3eTe OOBSBIEHHME O TOM, YTO B Mara3uH TpeOyercst Oyxrantep. OHa mocumTana 3TO 3HAKOM CYIbOBI U
MO3BOHUIIA 110 YKa3aHHOMY Teneony. U teneps Toponuiack Ha co0eceoBaHue.

CrycTst yac OHa BBIIUIA U3 3[IaHUS, TA€ pacroarajics Marasud. Paboty ona momyunia. Xo3sMH Mara3uHa OLEHUI ee
oneiT. Ho pagoctm m oOneryenuss BepoHwmka He wHCHbITBIBana. 3apruiara Mo MOCKOBCKMM MeEpKaM €# ToJsarajiach
cMexoTBopHas. Ha Takyio He TO 4TO OOJBIION OCOOHSK HENb3s COAEPKaTh, ceOst U peOeHKa CI0XKHO MPOKOPMHUTH. «Tebe
ellle TOBEe3JI0», — CKa3all X03siuH MarazuHa. [1o MepkaM roposika oH ObUT HECKa3aHHO ILEJP.

Jlomoit Beponunka BepHynachk kK o0ey. Panca BeIrsiHyna B X0JIJI ¥ CIPOCHIIA C TPEBOTOM:

— Kak ycnexu?

— MeHns B3sH.

— DTO XOpOUIO WM MJI0X0? — HE MOHsJIA OHA.

— Iloka He 3Har0.

He oTknansiBas pazroBop B 1oiruil ssumk, Beponnka nogusnack B koMHaTy M3o0mba61 KapiioBHBL

— Yr0-TO CIy4MJIOCh? — MHMI'OM PacKyCcHIIa €€ cTapyxa.

— 1 BoT Bce nmymaro: kak Caernane ['eoprueBHe ygaBajioch BecTH aena? Ha 4To BbI KUJIM? — HAOpsIMYIO CIIpOCHIIA
OHA.

— 3a cYeT J0IT0B, MUJas, 3a CYeT JOJroB. MHE Ka)KeTcsl, Hallla CEMbsl COCTOUT B AOJDKHUKAX y KaXKJI0TO KUTEIS ATOTO
ropoja.

— Ho gonru Hazo oTnaBaTh.

— K ueMy ThI KJIOHUIIL? — HACTOPOXKMIIACH cTapyXxa. — Te0s He B3sUIM Ha paboTy?

— B3siiu, HO 3TO HHMuYero He MeHsieT. UTOoObl comepkaTh JOM M BBIIUIATUTH BCE JOJITH, MHE HYKHO padoTaTh
He(TAHBIM MarHaToM. A ¢ He(ThIO B HallleM paifOHE TYro, — IPYCTHO MouIyTHia Beponuka.

N3onpna KapioBHa Huuero He ckazana. UyBCTBys ee MoJldaInBoe OXuaaHue, BepoHnka HaOpasia B JIETKHE BO3/IyXa W
BBIITAJINJIa HA OJTHOM JIbIXaHUU:

— Hano mponath 0COOHSIK.

— Yo THI roBopuub?! — Bo3MyTunack M3onpna Kapnosna. — Bcest Mos Jku3HB npomuia B 3TOM J0Me. S IOKHUHY €rc
TOJIBKO BIIEpE] HOTAMH.

Cryctst mapy yacoB Beponuka B komnanuu Vpel cunena B 6ecenke B cany. [1o ee mpocsbe Cepreit npusen Oeceaky B
MOPSIOK, M TENEPh OHA BBIIAZAEINA TAK, KaK Me4TaI0Ch BepoHuke. B OkpyXeHMU MOIYyIEK, C YAIIKON ropsYero yas B pykax
oHa ObuTa MOYTH cyacTiuBa. OMpavaal MOKOW JHIIb MBICIH O TOM, YTO BCKOpPE M ¢ OeceKod, M C OCOOHIKOM MpPUICTCS



paccrarbcsl.

— Tak u ckazana: ympy, HO IpoAaTh JOM He 1103BoNI0? — nepecnpocuia Hpa.

— He Touno Tak, HO cMbICT OBUT Tako, — KuBHYJIa Beponuka. — BoT uto MHe menars? Y MEHs HET CPEICTB Ha
conepkanue noma. Eciam g He mpoxam ero cama, ero 3abepyt B cueT a0iroB. be3BeixonHas cutyanus. Ho kak oOBSCHUTH
sto M3onbae Kapnosue?

— B ee Bo3pacte cTpecc cmepTenbHO onaceH, — npeaynpequia Mpka. — Illyrku — miyrkaMu, HO OHa MOXKET HE
MIEPEKUTH MEepee3 .

Beponuka B3goxHyna. OHa Bce 3TO OTJIIMYHO MMOHMMAJIA, HO pelleHus He Buaena. Ha TponuHke k Oeceake moka3aiuck
Cepreii ¢ MuTteit. Mansauk Oexan BIepean, 3BOHKO Xoxoda. My)KUnHa Jiesial BUJ, YTO MBITAETCS €ro JOTHATh, HO Y HETO He
BBIXOAWT. [ Ha 3TUX JBOoMX, BepoHuka nmompaunena eme cuipHee. OHa IOKa HE TOBOpUJIA CBhIHY, YTO BCKOPE OHHU
nepeeayt. He TpynHo mpenctaBuTh kakoi OyaeT ero peakuus. Ee xaeT emie oHO 3asBlI€HHUE B AyXe « JIy4llle YMpPY B dTUX
CTEHAaX, 4eM Oy/y )KUTh B IPYroM MecTe». XyXKe BCEro T, YTO OHA camMa OTYasHHO HE JKellala MOKUAATh OCOOHSK. 3a BpeMs,
IIPOBEJCHHOE B €T0 CTEHAaX, BepoHuka ycnena CpOJHUTHCS C IOMOM.

Murtst cBepHYI B cTOpOoHY, 1 Cepreil HanpaBuiics 32 HUM. Beponuka yneibanace, Habmonas 3a HuMu. Hakonen-to, y ee
CBhIHA MOSIBUJICS OTEIl.

— ¥V 1e0s ObUIH el1ie BeJJeHHsI? — T0JI0C MOIPYTH BBIBET €€ U3 33 [yMUYUBOCTH.

Beponuka nocmoTperna Ha Hee, He cpa3y cooOpa3uB, O YeM HJET Peyb.

— IlomHuIIB, THI MHE paccKa3blBajia, YTO BHUJIEJIA IOBEUIEHHOTO U CIIBIIIANA BBICTPEN.

— Ot10 6bU1 He BeICTpe. [IpocTo XJIOMHYMM CTaBHU, a s IPUHSJIA 3BYK 3a BBICTPEI.

— Hy, He 3Har0, — ycomHuiache noxpyra. — B Ty HOuYb, KOIja Mbl BBI3bIBAJIM AYXOB, HAM TOYHO KTO-TO SIBUJICS.
Bupena, kakas Hauanach rposza’?

— I'po3bl yacToe sBIEHUE B Mac.

— Ho 1o storo Bce 6nu10 criokoiino. M Cepreit ToBopuit, 4To He Tporajd okHO. OHO pacmaxHylIock caMo 1o cebe, —
HactauBaia Hpa.

— 3aMKHU Ha OKHaX CTapble U pxaBble. VX Jaxe JTEerkuii BETEPOK MOKET COPBATh.

— Bce-To Tl MOXeIb 00BICHUTB. AX CKYYHO.

[Tonpyra otBepHynach K Jjecy. BepoHuka He XOoTejga CCOPHUTHCS H3-3a IMYCTAKa. Buj jeca HaTOJIKHYT €€ Ha
Pa3MBILUIEHUS O YEJIOBEKE C JIONaroi. bul 1M OH HACTOAIIMM MIIA 3TO OYEPEAHON KOIIMapHbIA COH — BepoHuKa He 3Haia,
HO MCTOPHS MOIXOIUIA, YTOOBI Pa3BECENUTDH MOAPYTY.

— bbin eme oguH ciydail, — Hadajga OHa M3JalieKa, HO Cpa3y CTal0 SICHO, 4TO Ionajga B TOuKy: Mpka BMHr
MOBEPHYNACh K HEH. — MHe NpUBHUIEICA MY)KUUHA B JOKAEBUKE. OH YTO-TO OTKaIbIBAJ MM 3aKalbIBaJI MO TOM COCHOM,
Ha KOTOpOil moBecuicss ApHOJIBI.

— N 9T0? — menorom noTpebdoBana nmpoaoinkenus Hpa.

— Jla Huuero. YTpom s mposepuiia To Mecto. HukTo Tam He komaj. 3emis Oblia HeTpoHyToi. HaBepHoe, MHE 3TC
MIPUCHWIOCH, KaK U IMOBEIICHHBIN.

Hpa 3aayMynBO MpHILypHJIach, HO OOJbllle HUYEro HE cka3ana. Ha 3TomM pasroBop o MpHUBEICHHUSIX K PaloCTH
Beponuku 3akonumnics. Ckopo Kk HUM npucoeuHmIuch Cepreit ¢ Mutei, OHM BUETBEpOM MHJIA Yaid U OOJITAlIK O MYyCTSAKaX.

C tex nop, kak CBeriana ['eoprueBHa nokunyna oM, Beponnka ¢ Cepreem cnanu B oAHOH koMHare. MyxunHa ObLT
HE B BOCTOpIe OT KM3HHU B OCOOHSIKE, HO paau BepoHuku, kak He pa3 moguepkuBal B Oecelax ¢ Heil, OH ObLJI TOTOB JKUTh
xoTb Ha CeBepHoMm mogroce. Mpa xe HoueBasia B komHare CBernanbl l'eoprueBHbl. Ta mpeBparuiiack B TOCTEBYIO U
3akpenuiach 3a Mpoii.

OHu nemu no3aHo. BepoHuka 3acHy1a MTHOBEHHO, KaK TOJIBKO I'0J0Ba KOCHYJIach noaymku. ITpocHyinack oHa oT efBa
pa3nmnuuMoro cryka. Penms, yto npuiues MuTs, oHa Ha aBTOMAaTe BCTAJIa U OTKPbUIA JIBEPb.

— Tuxo, — B KOpUI0pE, IPUIIOKUB Majel K rydam, ctosiia Upka.

Ot ee Buaa ocrarku cHa cierenu ¢ Beponuku. Ilogpyra Obuia onera Bo Bce YepHOE: YEpHBIE HKHUHCHI, KPOCCOBKH,
TOJICTOBKA C HAaTSHYTHIM Ha oJIOBY KaloOHOM. JloBepiiana KapTHHY JiolaTa, KOTOPYIO Ta JeprKaja B pyKax.

— Cobwupaiics, — Benena Upa. — Toabko ocTopokHO, HE pa3dynu Cepresi.

— Ioyemy ero Henb3s OyIUTh? — Ha BCAKHI ciydail yrounuia Beponuka.

— IloToMy uyTO 3TO Hallle MPUKIIIOYEHUE, — MOJpYyra YIbIOHYyIach BO Bce 3yObl. — Ha emo uiem ToJIbKo MbI BABOEM.

— A J1e710 He MOKET MO0 /1aTh J10 yTpa?

— Oto Oynet coBceM He To. K ToMy ke, — 3510BelMM 1enoToM ao6asuina Mpka, — HUKTO He JOHKEH 00 3TOM 3HATh.

Beponuka He mocMena ociymarbes. CIOBHO 3arWIHOTH3UPOBAHHAs, OHA BBIOJHWIIA YKa3aHUs: OBICTPO OZEach,
CTapasiCh HE LIyMETh, U MOKNHYIJIA KOMHATY, noka Ceprei nmpoaoskai MUPHO CHaTh.

— Kyna mb1 napem? — cnpocuna Beponuka, korzia oHM BBIIUIN U3 JOMA.

— B nec, — xopotko otBeTuna Upa.

[Tpu cnoBe wiec» y Beponuku mypaniku nodexainu mno cnuHe. B yac Houn oHa Oblia O11M3Ka K TOMY, YTOOBI TIOBEPUTE



B ucropun M3ompapl KapnoBubl 0 3700HBIX JepeBbsix. OHM W B camMOM Jejie BBIVISAETN Heapy:KeatoOHo. Packunyr

Urojap4arbI€ BCTBH, COCHBI BBICUJIMCH CTpOf/'IHBIMH paaaMu — HHU JOaTb HU B3ATb HACTOSAIIUC CTpaXu. CypOBBIe n
HenpeksIoHHbIe. [IpaBaa HEsICHO, YTO UMCHHO OHHM OXPAHSIOT, U KaK MOCTYISAT B Clydae, €CIU KTO-TO MOCSTHET Ha WX
n00po.

Hpa mma snepeau. OHa mpoOupaniack depe3 MoJie B Mojdynpucene. BepoHrnka HEBOJBHO KONMMpPOBaja €€ MaHepy
neurarhesi. OHM 00€ TOYHO MOAKPAIBIBATUCEH K JIepeBbsaM. Jlomara BoIoYHIaCh O 3eMIie, OCTaByss 3a coboit 6oposmy. [1o
Mepe TOro, Kak OHM MpHUOIMkKaNIUCh K jecy, Beponuka Bce Hibke mpurudanach k TpaBe. OHa X0oTena CIUThCS C Hel, CTaTbh
COBCEM HE3aMETHOM.

— Kakas cocna? — cnpocuiia uepes miaeuo Mpka.

Beponnka octanoBuiack. B TemMHOTE TpyAHO BOT Tak € XOAy OINPEICIHUTH TO JIEPEBO, MOJ KOTOPHIM OHA BHUJENA
MYXKYHHY B To’kJeBuKe. OHa 00epHyach Ha JI0M, OThICKala OKHA CBOEH CHaJbHU, U yXKe M0 HUM COPHUEHTHPOBAIACh.

— Kaskercs, sTa.

— VBepena? — nepecnpocuna Mpuna. — He xoTenock Obl OMMOUTHCS ¥ KONIATh HE TaM.

— MBs1 Oynem konatb? — ynuBuiIachk Beponuka.

— A 3a4eM MbI, TO-TBOEMY, B3SUIH JoNaTy?

Beponuka 10 mocienHero orpuuana cymaciiequmi rraH noapyrd. Camoi Obl €l HM 3a YTO HE NPUILIO B TOJIOBY
MPOBOJAUTH PACKOMKHU. [[ake ecu Mol COCHOM YTO-TO CIPSITAHO, T/I€ TApAHTUH, YTO XO35IMH TATHUKA HE paccepauTcs?

Hpa ocranoBuiiach noj ykazanHou Beponukoii cocHoil. [Ipumepuiiacs u BoH3uzIa jgonary B ousy. Ilopocumii TpaBoi
JIepH IUI0X0 nojaasaiics. JlesBue ¢ TpyaoM pe3anio KOpHM OcOKHM. Mpa HamaBuiia Ha HEro HOrOM M TOJBKO IOCJE 3TOTO
kamHyna. YToObl MOMHATH KYCOK 3€MJIM, OHA COTHYIACh B Tpu morubenu. [IsixTs, oTBena Jionary B CTOPOHY M BBIOpOCHIIA
JIEPH.

— Mosxer, Bce-Taku pa3zdoynuth Cepres? — crpocuiia Beponuka, HaOmrogast 3a TeM, Kak HaIpbIBACTCS MOpYTa.

— MBI JOJIKHBI CIIPABUTBCS CaMM, — CJAyBasl € JIMIAa HEMOCIYIIHYIO 4enKy, orBeTuina Mpka. — IloTom pacckaxem
eMy, Kak Bce npornuio. Ho naBpel 30J10TOMCKATENIEH TOCTAHYTCS HaM.

— Kcratun, uto Mbl niiem? — yrounuina Beponuka.

— Kuiag, pazymeercs.

I'oBopuna Upa ¢ tpynmom. Bee cuibl yxonuinu Ha konanue. [loctenenHo sima pacumpsiiack. Korjga oHa B OKpYKHOCTH
CpaBHsIaCh Pa3MepPOM C BOJHBIM MS40M, Mpa Havana yriayomnsTs sSmy.

Cnycts nonuaca Mpuna Beimoxiack. OHa e€Ba MoOIVia MOIHSTH JIONATy B BO3AyX. Buas sto, BepoHnuka oTonBuHymna
MOJIPYTY B CTOPOHY U caMa MpoIoJDKuiIa padoTy. K 3ToMy MOMEHTY siMa JOXOAUIIA €i 10 CepeIHbI UKPHL.

Hpka cema mpsMO Ha 3€MJII0 U MNPUHSIIACh pPa3MUHATh YCTaBIIME PYKH. BepoHuka KallHyaa HECKOJIBKO pa3 M
OCBEJIOMMJIACH:

— Kak rimy6oko Oynem komaTh?

— J1o Tex nop, noka He HauJeEM.

— A ecnu Tam HUYero HeT? — BepoHuKa BBITPAMUIACH, IepKa JIonary Ha Becy. [Ipu MbIciau, 4TO OHA HAJAPBIBAET 3P4,
€€ 0XBaTUJIO BO3MYIICHHUE.

— To ectb, kak 310 HUUero HeT? Thl ke BUAENTa, KAK MY>KMK YTO-TO 3aKOITaJl Ha 3TOM MECTE.

— Jla MOXeT MHE BCce MMPUCHUIIOCH, @ MBI TOPOATUMCSI TOYEM 3Psl.

— Te1 He mpaBa. S gaBHO TIOHsANA: THI 0coOcHHas. MHave, moyeMy Thl €IMHCTBEHHAs, KTO BUICH Bce 3TH Beum? U
CBEKPOBbH TBOS, U 0A0yIlIKa TaBHO KUBYT B IOME, HO HUKTO U3 HUX HE JKallOBAJICSA HA BUJICHUS. 3HAYHT, €CTh B T€OE UTO-TO,
YTO MO3BOJIAET YJIABIUBATh IPU3PAKOB.

— Kak 310 ynaBnuBath npu3zpakon?

— Tsl Bpone npueMHrka. OHU MOCBUIAIOT CUTHAJ, & ThI €T0 JIOBUIIb.

— Ho s panbie Hdero moxoxero 3a coboil He 3ameyana, — ckaszana Beponunka.

— ThI paHbIlie U HE KUJIa B JOME C IPUBUICHUSIMMU !

Beponuka pazoznuiack. Majgo TOro 4to ee MoaHsUId CpeAr HOYM, 3aCTaBUJIM KOIaTh, Tak eule Bce HampacHo. OHa He
Bepuja B Mpu3pakoB U Teopus Mpwl kazamack el abcypaHoii. Beponuka pasapakeHHO MepeaepHyia IiedaMu U CO BCel
CHWJIBI BOTKHYJIA JIOMIATy B 3€MJIIO — MPSMO B JHO SIMBI, JKeJasi MOKa3arhk, 9YTO OOJbIe HE HAMEPEHHA 3/IeCh OCTaBaThCs HU Ha
MUHYTY. IMEHHO 3TO OHa ObI CKa3alsia, He OCTAaHOBU €€ MEeTAININYECKU 3BOH. JIe3Bue ¢ XxapakTepHbIM 3ByKOM Bpe3ajiach BO
YTO-TO TBEPOE.

— Kamens? — npeanosnoxuiia Beponuka, misias Ha NMOANON3IIYIO K Kpato siMbl Mpy.

— Bpsin niu, — Bo3pasmiia Ta. — 3BYK ObUT ObI JPYToii.

OT6pocuB sonary, AEBYIIKH HE CTOBAPUBASACH MPUHSUIUCH pa3rpedarh 3eMito pykaMu. KoMbs MouBbl 3a0MBaIMCh MO
HOTTU ¢ (paHIy3CKUM MaHUKIOPOM, HO MM ObUTO Bce paBHO. HakoHel, W3-1oJ 3eMJIM MOSBUIICS Kpail MEeTauTH4ecKou
MKaTylnKkyd. BeimosHeHa oHa Obuta 6€3 M3BICKOB M HAllOMHUHAJA CTAapblil BCcTpauBaeMblid cerid. [magkue cTeHku Onmecrenu
cepeOpoM, Ha OTHOW M3 HHUX BUIHENACh CKBAXKHMHA JUIS KIt04a. BABOEM OHM BHITAMIU CEW( M3 siMa U TMOJIOXKIIA €ro



HETOJANEKY.

— Kax gymaeum, uyro BHyTpu? — Hpa cHOBa nepenuia Ha ILIenoT.

Beponnka moxana miedyamu. To, 4To OHM Hamwiyd cedd, cramo st Hee moTpsiceHneM. Ha Bpemsi oHa morepsiia
CIIOCOOHOCTD 3/IPaBO MBICITHUTh.

Hpxa nepexaruna cerid ¢ 6oka Ha 60k. I3HYTpH AOHECIOCH OpsIlaHbe.

— IlonHbIi, — KOHCTAaTUpPOBaja OHA.

— He npencragisto, 4To TaM MOXET ObITh, — MpobopmoTana Beponunka.

— A 410 TYT npeacTaBiaATh? — cKazaja noxupyra. — Tam gparouneHHocTH. Te camble, uto Jleomonba copsran oT
KEHBI.

— C yero ThbI B3s1a?

— Ilopackunp Mo3ramu, — mocoBeToBana Mpka. — D10 maeanbHoe MecTo. Bee cunrtaror nec mpokisTeiM. OcoOeHH(
3TO AepeBo. Hukto B 3apaBoM yme Kk Hemy He npubnusutcs. Ho Jleonmonba ObUT HE Tak CyeBepeH, Kak ero Marb. BOT u
CIpSITaJl 10 TIOPBI A0 BPEMEHH JIParolieHHOCTH 3/€Ch, I/ie Obl UX HUKTO HE UCKaI.

Beponuka nmposesna pykoi 1o riakoMy 00Ky ceiida 1 ycMexHynach:

— VY HEero Mormio MoJy4uThCSA: OH ObI 3a0paj AparolleHHOCTH M Hadajl HOBYIO JKM3Hb ¢ Mapunoii. Eciin Obl j)keHa He
IIPUCTPEIINIIA ETO.

— Jla, emy He moBe3n0, — comtacwiack Mpka. — Ho ero nHeymaua — Ham ycrex. Ceiiuac 3TH TOOPSAKYIIKHA MTPUTYTCS
Kak HeJlb3sl KCTaTH.

— S mory ux mponarb, pacCUMUTaThCA C JOJTaMU W COXpPaHUTh JIOM, — IOCTENEHHO /10 BepoHuku moxomuia BCs
MPEJIECTh HAXOIKH.

— Hymato, TyT U Ha OoJbIlee XBaTUT. 3aKHUBEM, Kak Koposii, — HMpka moBanuiack B TpaBy, HE 3a0bIB HAMOCIEIOK
3aMeTuTh: — Hajerch, Thl MOHMMAaelb, YTO 00s3aHa 3THM KJIaJoM MHE. Sl MMel TMOJHOEe MpaBO Ha ABAMIATH MATh
MPOIIEHTOB.

SOnwunor

— Pa3, — Cepreit 0TBEpHYJICS K CTEHE, — JIBa, — 3AKMYpUJI I1a3a, — TPHU. ..

— Yero 3acteu? — tets Mpa cxBatuia MuTio 3a pyky. — [lo6exanu ckopeit!

Bwmecte onu yctpemmiuch BoyOb cafa. Psgom Oexana mama. BTpoeM OHM JOCTHUINIM Pa3sBHIIKH. MUTS BBLACPHYIT
JAaJOHb U3 pyKH TeTu Vpbl U 3asBUI:

— Tenepsp kaxaplii cam 1o cede. Uyp, 3a MHOI HE XOJIUTh, — OH CBEPHYJ HAJEBO.

— IIaTh, — nOHECIOCH C3a1H, — 51 U1y UCKATh.

MuTs moyTH cpa3y CBEPHYIT C TPONMHKH M BEPHYICS OOpaTHO K JOMY, HO C JPYroil CTOPOHBI 3a/paB TOJIOBY, OH
YBUJIEN CUIY?T 0abyniku B OKHE rocTMHOW. B mocnennee Bpemsi oHa mpu nomoum asau Cepexu 4acTo CITycKanach Ha
IIEPBBINA 3TaXK.

MuTs npusiokui najier K rydoam, npu3sbiBas 0alOyIlKy COXpaHUTh TallHY €ro MecTOHaxoxaeHus. EMy HpaBuioch urparb
B IIPATKH, HO BOJUTH OH He JTrooui. babymka noqmurnyna Mute. OH BOCIIPHHSUI 3TO KaK 3HAK, YTO OHA HE MpoOonTaeTcs, u
HaIpaBwICs Jajiblie. EMy ele npeacTossio HAaTH MECTO, T/1e MOXKHO HaJEKHO CHPSTaThCS.

MuTs npurHysics, 4ToObl PoJe3Th Mo KycTaMHu. BHU3Y uMmerncs 3a30p, Kyaa OH OTIMYHO Mpoxoawl. Komouku muib
CJIeTKa I[apanHyIl UKUHCOBKY, HE MOBPEAUB IPyOyl0 TKaHb. MUTS mpoOHpalcs BIOJb CTEHBI JJOMa, MUHOBAJI KYXOHHOE
OKHO, OTKYZa BKYCHO IaxJIo kxapeHou kypuueil. Jlo cimyxa noneccs ronoc Tetu Paucel. OHa 4T0-TO Hanesasa cede moj Hoc.
Pabots! y Hee mpubaBuiiock ¢ Tex mop, kak a1 Cepexka u Tets Mpa cranum xuth ¢ HUMH. Korga Mmama Hanwia Kiiaj, )KUu3HE
B JIOME NIEPEMEHUIIACh B JIYUIyl0 CTOpOHY. HUKTO GoJblie HE TPYCTHII, BCE CMESUTUCH U PaloBaINCh. MUTS KaJlel JUllb 00
OJIHOM, UTO €ro He ObUIO PSIIOM B Ty HOYb U YTO KJIaJ OTKamanu 6e3 Hero. Bot, HaBepHOe, TpUKiIt0YeHe ObLIo!

MuTs JOCTHT Kpast CTEHBI M BBINNIAHYN U3-3a yria. [Tobiamu3octu HUKOTO0. "'010ca MaMbl M OCTAJIBHBIX CIIBIIATUCH T71e-TO
Branu. OHM J0JIeTalnu 10 Hero Hepa30opuuBbEIMU OTphiBKaMu ¢pas. [lo HuM oH moragancs, uro tetss Mpa momanace. OF
sTOMY He ynuBmica. OHa Obuta caMOif HEOCMOTPUTENBHOM. becriedHOCTH He MECTO B MPSATKAX.

Murtsi moBEpHYIICS CIMHOM K CTE€HE M MPUCIOHUJICA K HEl. BykBajabHO cpoccsi ¢ TOM BOE€IUHO. Tak OH MPOMOIIKHUI
nBrkeHue. Ho dyepes mapy maroB creHa BHE3alHO OTCTynuia Hazax. OH elBa cOXpaHWJ paBHOBecue. MuUTs oOepHYICS U
YBHJIEIT 1103311 IBEPh. [[0 3TOr0 OH HE MOA03PEBA O €€ CYIECTBOBAHUHU. J{OMKHO OBITh, TO YepHBIN x01. EMy mouyauiocs
JIBIDKEHUE 3a 0eJI0i 3aHaBeChlo, 3aKPHIBAIOIICH CTEKIJITHHYIO YacTh JABEpU. M TOUHO: ABEpHAas pydKa MMOBEpHYIACh, U3 J0Ma
BBIILIESI My)K4MHA. OH 4yTh HE HATOJKHYJICS HAa MuTIO.

— O, npoctH, 5 Te0s HE 3aMETHUJI, — YIBIOHYICS HE3HAKOMEIl U MPUCET Ha KOPTOYKH, YTOOBI OBITH OMHOTO POCTa C
Murteii. — TbI 31€Ch )KUBEIIL?

MyxunHa OIVISIHYJICS Ha JOM, CJIOBHO JKe€llasg YTOYHHUTh, O YEM MJIEeT peub. MuTsa kuBHYI1. OH paHblle HE BUAET 3TOrO
YeJI0BEKa, HO €r0 YepThl IOKA3AINCh €My 3HAKOMBIMU. Mama He BeJiena eMy FOBOPUTh € Uy)KMMU, & TIOTOMY OH MOJIYaJl.

— Otnnyselii 1oM. Ero ctponu ¢ mo00BbI0, — MOXBATIII My)KunHA. — Te0e 04eHb MOBE3IIO.



Muts cHoBa kuBHYI. He3HnakoMmerl 3Hall, Kak pacmoyiokKUTh ero k cede. CTomso caenarb JoOMYy KOMIUTUMEHT, U MUTs
MPOHUKCS K MY>)KUMHE CUMITaTUEH.

— Ilouemy 11 MOTUMIIL? He ymeenis paroBapuBaTh?

— Ymero! — Bozpazuin Muts u npukycui si3elk. OH Hapylmi MaMHH 3ampeT. Teneps ero Hakaxyt. Eciu, koHeuHo, 00
ATOM KTO-HUOY/b y3HAET.

— He Goiics, — MoAMUTHYN My)KUYHHa, — 51 HIKOMY HE CKaxXy, YTO Tl CO MHOM pa3roBapHuBall.

— Mama He pa3pemaer MHE TOBOPUTH C UyKaKaMU.

— W npaBuibHO nenaet. TBos Mmama ymHas xeHmHa. Ciymaiics ee.

— A 4ut0 BBI TYT aenaete? S Bac paHbllie HE BCTpeYall.

— DTO HUYET0, — CKa3al MyXunHa. — S Bceraa ObUT MOOIM30CTH, HO TENEPh MHE MOPA YXOAHTh.

Muts nacynuicsa. Uto uMen B Buay HesHakomen? ToT cTpaHHO ToBOopui W eme Oosiee CTpaHHO BHINIAAENH. MUTs
HUKOT/Ia HE BHUJIEJ Ok b, Kak y Hero. Ha Myx4yrHe ObUT YepHBIN MUPKAK C JJIMHHBIMYU MOJIAMH €331, HATTOMHHAIOIIMU
KpPBUIbsl TUHTBUHOB. Bproku co ctpenkamu, Oemas pydalika 1 JaKupOBaHHbIE OOTUHKH. BopoT pyOariku ObUT pacCTETHYT, U3
HETO0 BHJIHEJACH IIes], @ Ha HEMl KpacHasi moJjioca, TOYHO KTO-TO COJIpall KOXKY B 3TOM MECTE.

MyxunHa 3aMeTHJI, KyJla CMOTPUT MUTS, U TOPOILIMBO 3aCTErHYI PyOallIKy, CTECHSSCH CBOCH paHBL.

— bonsHO? — cpocun Muts.

— VYke HeT, — MoKavaj rojloBOM My)X4MHa. — boJibIle HeT.

OH BBIIPSIMIJICS B TIOJHBIA POCT, YABIOHYIICS Hamocle ok MuTe U 3ammarai mo JOPOXKKe K BBIXOAY U3 cana. MuTs, Kak
3a4apOBaHHBIA CMOTpeN eMy Bcien. Ha kparkuii Mur oH 3a0bU1 00 UTpe, 3a 4TO U moruiaTuics. Kak ToJIbKo He3HaKoMeIl
CKpBUICS U3 BUJa, HA TPONMHKE nosiBriIcs s Cepexa.

— IlocMoTpuTe, KOTro 5 HaIel, — 3aKkpuyai oH. — TyKu-Tyku Muts.

— DT0 HeYeCcTHO, — obuaeacs Muts. — MeHs OTBIIEKIIH.

— Kr10? — cnpocuiia nopocnesuas ¢ rereid Mpoi mama.

— MyxunHa B cMelHOM KocTiome. Pa3Be Bbl ero He Bujaenu? OH yilesn o TOH K€ TPONMUHKE, IO KOTOPOM MPUIILTH BBL

B3pocinbie moBepHych Hazan. HekoTopoe Bpemst OHM CMOTpPENH Ha MyCTYyroIIyto Tpoiry. [lepBoit npumnwia B ce0st TeTs
Wpa:

— Hy, 181 1 3arelinnk, MuTbKa, — paccMesiach oHa. — Penmn Hac 0OMaHyTh, 4TOOBI HE BOmUTh. Hudero y Tebst He
BBIMJIET.

— Ho s mpaBna Bujaes, — Bo3pas3uil OH.

Ho B3pocinbie u mymars 3a0butH O €ro cioBax. M3 KyXOHHOTO OKHa moka3anachk TeTs Parca. OHa mo3Baia Bcex Ha o0e.
JIuus onHax sl MuTtsa obepHyics, 3aXos B IOM, HO TaK HUKOTO HE YBUJEN HU Ha MOABE3THOM JAOPOXKKE, HU JaliblIe B
oJIe.
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