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Annotation

OObIuHast JEBYIIKA, OKA3aBIIMCh B HEOOBIUHBIX OOCTOSITEIBCTBAX, MOXKET HCHYrarbCsi M
CIIPATATh TOJIOBY B MECOK. A MOXET CMEJIO OPOCUTHCS B CAMYIO T'YIlly COOBITHM, BIIOOUTHCS, CIIACTH
KOMY-HUOY/b )KU3Hb U JIa’K€ MOY4aCTBOBATh B TOCY/IapCTBEHHOM TepeBopoTe. Kakol myTh BEIOEpET
Menucca? Pazymeercs, Bropoi!

[IepexxuB cOOCTBEHHOE MOXHUIIICHHUE, OHA y3HAJa, YTO OUYYTHJIACh B KOPOJEBCTBE MuaHANT —
TAUHCTBEHHOM MECTE, COKPBITOM OT JIFOAEH, HACEJICHHOM HEYEJIIOBEYECKMMHU CO3JaHusAMU. B
MONBITKAX BBIICHUTB, KTO CTOUT 3a €€ MoXulleHneM, Meinurcca okas3anach BTSIHYTa B LEJbIA KIYOOK
MHTPUT U 3arajJiok, 4aCTh U3 KOTOPBIX HAIIPSIMYIO CBSI3aHA C HEM.

Ho kakas cBA3p MOXeET OBITh y MPOCTOM JEBYIIKM W3 MHUpa JIIOJEH C KOPOJIEBCTBOM,
CO31aHHbIM BammipaMu? IMEHHO 3TO €il U IPEACTOUT BBISICHUTb.

A Tem BpeMeHeM obuTaTenu MuiHaiiTa OTKPBIBAIOT HA HEE OXOTY...




MuaHauT




i

OH HMKOITIa HE BUJIEJ 3BE€3J, HE YYBCTBOBAJ COJIHEUHOTO TEILJIA, HE CIbIIAI MEHUs NTHII...
OH He BegaeT KpacoThl.

EMy HensBecTHO, UTO Takoe Japyx0a, IpeJaHHOCTD, JTFOOOBb. . .

OH BUJET CMEPTh.

OH XHUBET B X0JI0JI€, BO TbME. ..

ITycToi, OMUHOKUI, HUYEN. . .

OpnHaxx bl 3B€3/1bI 3aKTYTCA B €T0 HOUH, U COJIHIIE OCBETHUT €T0 JICHb.

YyBcTBa pa30yasT CIIAIIYIO TYIILY.

Ho noka. ..

ITycTon.

OIUHOKMUIA.

Huuen.



I'naBa 1

bbun TuXuil Temabi Bedep, OAUMH U3 TeX OapxaTHhIX 0€3001a4HBIX BEUEpPOB, KaKue OBIBAIOT
pPaHHEU OCEHBIO.

Huuto He npenaBemano 0epl.

JIxeic, TONOKHUB PYKH IO TOJIOBY, JIEXKall Ha TpaBe Ha JECHOW mnojsHe. Han ero romosoii
THXO IIEJIECTENN OT JIETKOrO BETEpKa BETBHU JAEPEBbEB. l[l031HME JIydn COJNHIA IPOCBEYMBAIH
CKBO3b JIUCThs, U JXkelc, 3akpblB as3a, MOACTaBWI UM JHIO0. OH JIOOUI 3TOT JieC C CaMmoro
JETCTBA: MAJBIMIIKOM OH IIPOBEJ 31€CH C APY3bsIMU HEMAJIO BECENBIX YaCOB, UTPasi B IPSATKU WM B
noucku cokposull, CraB cTapiie, OH MOI00MIT MPUXOAUTH CIO/Ia OUH, YTOOBI OTAOXHYTH OT CBOEH
IIIyMHOM CEMbH, TTOOBITH B ONMHOYECTBE U HACIAAUTHCA O0E€3MATEKHBIM CIIOKOMCTBUEM MPHUPOIBL
Ho ceiiuac on ObU1 37eCh HE B MOMCKax MOKOS: OH »jan Menuccy. Ota moisiHKa Oblla UX
JOOMMBIM MECTOM JUJISl CBUJIAHUM, U CETOJHS OHU, KaK BCEr/a, JOTOBOPUIIUCH BCTPETUTHCA 37€Ch B
CEMb YaCOB.

«Cmpanno, — nogymail [[xeiic, BRITACKUBas PyKy U3-TOJ TOJOBBI U DIISIAS HA 4achkl. — Yorce
nongocomoz2o. Ona dice HuKo20a panvuie He onasovieanaly

IToxa urto JIkeiic ObUT criokoeH. Maiso Ju, rie Moria 3ajaepkarbes JIncca. Moxer, Madexa
MOMPOCHIJIa €€ MOMOYb MO X03sicTBY. Eif ke He OOBSICHUIND, YTO BCTpeyYa ¢ MapHEM HaMHOTO
BaXKHEE KaKUX-HUOYNb IPSI3HBIX TapelloK. « M 6oobwe, ecau Obl cry4unocs ymo-Hudyob cepbezHoe,
Menucca ob6s3amenvHo no3eonuna 6vl MHEY.

Ho cniyctst monuaca oH Bcepbe3 3aBOJIHOBaJICS. Menuccehl Bce He ObU1o, 1 MOOUIbHBIN [[xkeiica
Monuai. Hu 3BOHKa, HU COOOIIEHMUS. . .

JI>xeiic BCKoumJI, BBITAJI TelleoH M3 KapMaHa W HaOpajdl HOMEp CBOEH JEBYIIKH, HO
YCIIBIIIAJT JIMIIb aBTOOTBETYUK. J[JKEMC B3JOXHYII M HAIPABUJICA B CTOPOHY BBIXOJA W3 JECa — OH
penmsi oTnpaBuThes Ha pepmy JIucchl U BBIACHUTH MPUYKMHY, IO KOTOPOM JEBYIIKA TaK CHJIBHO
3ajiepkaack, He peaynpeans ero. Korma 3a nepeBbsMu MOKa3aluch I0Ma, OH MPUITYCTHII OETOM.

Jobupasice 1o depmbr Onapumk, Jkeiic mopsaouHo 3ambixajics. Hakonen, oH cTymui Ha
KPBUIBLIO, C TPYAOM II€PEBEII AbIXaHUE U ITO3BOHUI B IBEPh. HUKTO HE OTKPBUIL, XOTS JIOM SIBHO HE
MyCTOBAJI: OKHO KYXHH OBbLJIO OTKPBITO, U OTTY/IA JIOHOCHUJICS 3BOH Mocyabl. [[03BOHUB B 4eTBEPTHIN
pa3 U He 0KAABIIMCH OTBeTa, J[keiic obolen JoM U, HOATSHYBIIMCH HA PyKax, 3aIVISIHYJT B OKHO
koMHaTbl Menuccel. CnianbHs Obbia mycTa. J[>keiic nmomoen ¢ Apyroi CTOPOHbI U PEILMII MOMbITATh
CYaCThs B KyXHE. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH K€ IBCTBEHHO CJIBIIIAJ, KaK TaM KTO-TO IIyMEJL.

3arasiHyB B OKHO, OH yBHUIeN KumMOepinn — OqMHHAALATUIETHIO cecTpeHKy Menucchl. OHa ¢
JIOKKOW B pyKe cuiena 3a croiaoM. llepen Hel, MpUCIOHEHHAas K CaxapHUIE, CTOsJIa Kakas-TO
KHI)KKA, U JICBOYKA YBJICYECHHO 4YWTajla, HE 3aMeyas, YTO JDKEM KalaeT y Hee C JIOKKH IMPAMO Ha
CcKaTepTh. BUamMMo, oHa Tak NOTPy3WJIach B UTEHUE, YTO HE YCIbIIIAIa HU OJHOTO 3BOHKA B JBEPb.

Jlxelic moaTsHyNCA 1 3a0palics Ha MOJOKOHHHUK.

— IIpuser, Kum, — ckazan oH. Ot HeoxkuaaHHOCTH KumOepnu BBIpOHUIIA JIOXKKY U TYT K€
TI0JIE3JIA €€ TOAHUMATb.

— Jlxelic? — yIMBIEHHO NMPOM3HECIa OHA M3-NoJ cToyia. Bempsmusumcs, Kum Opocuia
JIO’KKY B MOMKY M YCTaBWJIACh HA MTapHS CBOMMH OOJBUIyIMMHU TJ1a3aMHU.

— Kak xe 161 MmeHst Hanyran! Tsl pa3Be He T0JpKeH ObITh ¢ JInccoit?

Tyt Kum 3ameTnna mkeMm Ha CKaTepTH U cxBaTwiia canderku. J>keiic HaxMypuics.

— A 4 ymai, Tbl MHE CKa)Kelllb, IJIE€ OHA.



KumMOepsin Ha MrHOBEHHE 3amMepJia, 3aTeM HaXMypUJIaCh.

— 3nech ee Het. OHa ynuia OKOJIO Yaca Ha3aJl — CKa3aja, YTO BCTPEYAeTCs C TOOOM.

— Ho co MHOM OHa MOYEMY-TO TaK U HE BCTPETUIIACK.

Onu MoJtda cMOTpenu Apyr Ha apyra. Kum Bce ere komkana B pyke canderky. Jxeiic nepxan
CXKaThI€ B KYJIaKH PYKH B KapMaHaX KypTKH.

— MokeT, BbI MPOCTO Pa3MUHYJIUCH?

— D710 Bpsax . K Hamen noyisiHe eCTh TONBKO OJHA TPOIMHKA, U s WIEJN 1Mo Hel crona. Ecim
ob1 JIucca nwia MHE HABCTpeUdy, Mbl Obl CTOJIKHYJIUCH.

— 3HAUYUT, YTO-TO CIYYUIIOCH MO IOPOre, — O0ECMOKOCHHO mpon3Hecia Kum.

— Jla 9to Momio ciayuuThesa-To?! — BbImen u3 ceds Jxeiic. — Bonku ee, 9To Ju, B Jecy
chenu?

KumMbepnu BHUMATEIBLHO MOCMOTpENIa Ha HEro MPUIIYPEHHBIMU Tl1a3aMu. J[eBouka 3Hasa, 4To
OH 3JINTCS HE Ha ee CecTpy, a Ha cebs. C Tex mop, Kak TpH roja Hazaj 0e3 BECTH mporajia crapiias
noub Onapumpkei, J»keiic B3s1 Ha ce0s 3a00Ty O cpeHel. Y3HaB CTpaIlHY0 HOBOCTh O TOM, UTO
Xenensl OoJbllie HET, Menucca cTrajla caMa HE CBOSI — 3alepiiach B KOMHATe M OTKa3bIBajach
BBIXO/IUTh, OTBEpraja ey U MUThe U HUKOTrO K cebe He myckana. ENMHCTBEHHBIM, KOMY YIaBaJIOCh
XOTh KaK-TO OOImAThCs ¢ Hel, Obur J[xelic — ee apyr merctBa. menHo Omaromapst emy Jlncca
OoJiee-MeHee ompaBUiIach M JaXKe CTalla BBIXOIUTH T'yJISTh.

JI>xeiic Bcromy XOmuJ 3a HEW, oOeperan ee, Kak MOr, W TOomIepKuBaid. Beckope ux Kpemnkas
MHOTOJIETHSISL Jpyk0a Tepepociia B HeuTo Oosbiiee. Menucca mnonrobuna J[xeiica u cHOBa
BEPHYJIACh K MPEKHEN KU3HU.

Tenepsp ke, Korjga oHa ucuesna, J[xeic He Haxomusl cebe MecTa OT TPEBOTU U OECCUIIBHOM
3710CTU. «He ycneoun eéce-maxuy», — C 10CaJ0N aymMal OH.

— U uto Teneps aenarb? — OCBEAOMUIICS OH, Kak OynTo maneHbkas KumOepnu Moriia 3Harh

OTBET.

— JlaBaii-ka BCe-TaKh NOHOXKJEM, — CKa3ajla AeBoYyka. — BrmbeM 4Yar. MoxeT, oHa
BEPHETCH.

— Her yx, — otpe3an [[xeiic. — Tbl )KAU 31€Ch, a A MONY UCKaTh. J[ail MHE 3HATH, €CIIH
Jlucca npuger crona.

kok ok

Menucca HUKaK HE MOIJIA OTAENAarhCsl OT OIIyIIEHUs, OyATO YTO-TO HE TaK. JTO UYBCTBO
MPECIEN0BAIIO €€ BCIO Aopory. CTOUIO0 €M BOUTH B JIEC, KAK BCE BOKPYT CTAJIO0 KAKUM-TO CTPAHHBIM,
MOIO3pUTEIBHBIM. Melnncca He Momia 3TOro OOBSCHUTh, OHA MPOCTO YYBCTBOBAaja, YTO HE
NOBEPSET ITOMY JIECY.

BuesanHo ee, CIOBHO IJIaMsl CTOT CE€Ha, 0XBaTWJIO OecmokoicTBo. Her, 31ech omnpeneneHHo
YTO-TO HE TaK...

Jlucca ocra”HoBuIach, MpUCHyIIAIach U O0OHAPYXWJIa, YTO B JIECY CTOUT MEpPTBas THIIMHA: HE
CJIBIIIHO MPUBBIYHOTO PA3HOTOJIOCOTO TOMOHA MTHII, HE IIEJIECTUT BETEP B KPOHAX JCPEBLEB, U
JaXe TpaBa HE HIypUIMT o[ HoraMu. M 4To-TO Takoe KyTKOBaroe, 3J0BelIee ObUIO B 3TOUM TUILIMHE,
yT0 3acTaBusio Menuccy ucnyrarbesi. OHa CTOIBKO pa3 OblUIa B 3TOM JIECY, OHA UCXOJUJIA €0 BAOJb
U TIOTIEPEK W 3Hajla, KaK CBOM IATH MaJbIEeB, a YK JOPOTy K CBOEHM TIOOMMOM TOJSHE TOYHO
HUKOTJIa He cMoruta Obl 3a0bITh. Ho ceityac et ka3zanock, OyTo oHa 3a01yArIach B IIIyXOH Jaile.

Menucca mpucena Ha MEHEK U OMIsAeNach Mo cTopoHaM. MecTo ObLI0 HE3HAKOMOE, OHa ObLIa
aOCOJIIOTHO yBEpEHA, YTO HUKOIJA HE ObIBaJIa 3/1eCh U HE BUJENA MHS, HA KOTOPOM ceilyac CUIUT.
Jla u nepeBbsi BOKPYr ObLIM CTpPAaHHBIE — C TEMHOM KOPOM M KPAacHUBBIMH PE3HBIMHU JIUCTHSIMU.



N30rHYTHIE TOJICTHIE KOPHU BBICTYMAIU U3 3€MJIU, U OT 3TOr0 Ka3aJloCh, OyATO AEPEBbs CTOST HA
HEKA3UCTBIX KOPSBBIX HOXKKAX.

Menucca mnocmoTpena cebe TMMom HOrM M OOHAapY)KWJA, YTO HEYassHHO HAaCTyNHiIa B
MypaBeHUK. OHa TOCHEIHO OTAEpHYIa HOTrYy, HO, KaK HU CTPaHHO, HUKTO M3 oOurtareneu
3EMJISIHOTO XOJIMMKA HE BBINOJI3 IMTOCMOTPETH, UTO MPOU3O0ILIO C UX A0MOM. JIncca paau uHTepeca
€Ille HEeMHOT'0 Pa3BOPOILINJIA KyUKY 3€MJIM HOCKOM KPOCCOBKA. JTO ONPEACICHHO ObUT MypaBEeHHHK:
phIXJIasi TOpKa 3eMJIM ObLIa MCTENPEeHa KPOXOTHBIMU HOpKaMu. Ho 10M HaceKOMBIX ObUT MYCT.

«Humepecno, kyda oHu nooeganucv?» — mnogyMana Menucca. OHa TOJIBKO ceiyac
MPUTIOMHMIIA, YTO 32 BCIO IOPOTY HE 3aMeTujIa HU OJHOTO KOMapa W BOOOIIe HUKaKUX OyKaIleK He
Bujiena. Ho, BO3MOKHO, OHa TTPOCTO HE OOpaiiiajia BHUMaHUs? ..

TunmHa HaumHaa AaBuTh Ha ynm. l[louemy HeT BeTpa? Menucca BCOMHMIIA: KOTJIa OHA
BBIXOAMJIA M3 JI0Ma, Mayexa CKasajia €W, 4TO IOoroja MOPTUTCA, M AEBYIIKA IIOBs3ajia Ha IOsC
BeTpoBKY. Ho Ha ynmuIle oka3alioch Ha yIMBICHUE TEIUIO, U KypTKAa TaK M OCTajlach BHUCETh Ha
osice.

Bueszanno Menuccy npoOpain jeassHoi 03HOO.

«Ymo 3a uepm?» — mnoaymana OHa, NMOEXUBasICch. Berpa mo-nmpexxHeMy He Obuio. OHa
MOJHsJIA Ta3a K HeOy W yBUJIENA, YTO BEPXYIIKU JCPEBHEB, MEPEIUICTAsICh, MOYTH MOJIHOCTHIO
3aKphIBatOT ero. Ho maxke ckBo3b mpocBeThl B MucTBe Jlncca pasmisanena, 4To HeOO U3MEHUIIOCH.
OHO cTano TakUM TEMHBIM, YTO Ka3aJIOCh MOYTH 4YepHbIM. OHa €lle HUKOIJa TaKOTO HE BHJEIA,
Ja)ke BO BpeMs rpaja, Korja He0o 3aCTUIIAU TSKeJble CBUHIIOBBIE TYYH.

N tyr ¢ omiynmTenbHbBIM BoeM TomHsuics Betep. OH Obul mogo0eH yparaHy — €ro Cujou
Menuccy cOuino ¢ HOr M motammiio no 3emiie. llepenyranHas, oHa MHCTUHKTHMBHO YXBarujiach
pYKO#l 3a OJMMKaMIMP KYCT, NMBITAACh OCTAHOBUTHCA. M BAPYr CKBO3b MOPBIBBI BETPA OHA CMYTHO
YCJIBIIIAIA, KAK KTO-TO OKJIMKAET €€ 10 NUMECHU.

— Memucca! JIuccal

— S 3aecs! — uTo ObUTO cUI 3aBonUIa Menucca, Hajesach nepekpruyarsk yparad. OHa xoTena
KPUKHYTb €ILIE pa3, HO TYT BETEP BAPYI CMOJIK, U CHOBA BOLIAPUIACH TUILMHA.

Jlucca nexaina, yTKHYBIIMCh HOCOM B 3€MJII0O U BCE€ €IIE BLENUBLIUCH B BETKY KYCTApPHUKA.
VYcapimaB ObICTpHIE JIETKHE IIATH 10 TPpaBe, O0HA 00pa0BalIach U XOTeJa MOIHSThH TOJIOBY, HO Ubs-TO
pyKa Jeria el Ha 3arbUloK. HecMOoTpsi Ha MSTKOCTh JBMXKEHHH, pyKa OKa3zajlach HEOXKHIAHHO
Tspkenon. HenmpustHo ynuBieHHas, Jlncca nonsiraiach COMPOTUBIIATHCS.

Ups-TO magkas, MaxHylas MPSHOCTSAMH JIAJOHb CKOJIB3HYJIA CBEpPXy BHHM3 MO €€ JUIY, U
Menucca mouyBCTBOBaJA, KaK CHJIbI IOKUAAIOT €€, a IJ1a3a CIUNATCS.

— YTO nNpoucxouT? — OHA C Y>)KAacoM IOHsIa, YTO €JIe-€JI€ MOXKET IIEBEJIUTh SI3bIKOM.

— Cnu cnokoitHo, Jlucca, — OTO3BAJICS MOIYHIEIOTOM HE3HAKOMBIN dKEHCKHM TOJI0C.



I'1aBa 2

Menucca npocHylnach OT CKBO3HsIKa. He oTkphIBas mia3, oHa COHHO moayMana: « Haoo oxHo
3axpvimsy. OHA C TPyIOM paszjenuia BEKM U B HEIOYMEHMHM YCTABWJIACH B MPOCTPAHCTBO. DTO
ObUTla SIBHO HE €€ KOMHara ¢ MecTpbiMH 000siMHU. BOKpyr ObLIO TEMHO M CTOSJ 3aTXJIbIA 3amax
CBIPOCTH.

— Yro emie 3a yeproBumHa?! — Menucca pe3ko cena, 0TOPOCUB OAEsII0, KOTOPBIM OHa ObLIA
HakpbIiTa. OHA MOMBITAIACH OCMOTPETHCA, HO PA3MIAIENa JIUIIb TPYAbl TPAMNbS, CBAJCHHBIE BOKPYT
HEE Ha I0y.

— IIpocHynack, HakOHEL? — BIPYT pa3aalicsl U3 TEMHOTHI PE3KUW XKEHCKUH roioc. Menucce
B JIMIO HEOKUJAHHO YIApHUJI CBET.

— Jloaro xe ThI cniana.

['oBOpuBIIIast 3acCIOHMIIa CBET pyKOW, U1 Memnucca MoHsIa, YTO €ro UCTOYHUKOM Oblia BCETO
JUIb cBe4Ya. TeM BpeMEHEM HE3HAKOMKA MpPUCENIa Ha Kydy TPSIbsS M MOCTABUJIA CBEYY PSIAOM C
coooii. Temepr Jlucca cmomia paccMOTpeTh coOECeqHUIlYy: ATO ObUla MOJIOAAs JIEBYIKA C
KPaCHOBAaTbIMU BOJIOCAMH, OYEHB TPSI3HBIMU U CITyTAHHBIMU. MSITKHE YEPTHI €€ JINIa HUCKOJIBKO HE
COOTBETCTBOBAIMN IPyOOMY, C XPUIIOTIION, TOJIOCY.

— I'ne a? — cnpocuna Menucca.

— B nmome 3aTBOpHHMKOB, — OTO3BaJIach JEBYIIKAa. — MBbI mogoOpanu TeOsi B JieCy CEromHs
yTpOM, ThI Jiexkana noj aepeBoM. Korna s Hanwia Te0s, s fymana, Tl ymepia: y Te0si KpoBb Oblia Ha
JuIe, a JbIXxaHue ObUIO Takoe ciaboe, 4To 5 He Cpasy ero yciblaia.

Menurcca MallMHAJIBHO MTPOBEJIA PYKaBOM IO JIMIY U HAXMYPHUJIACh.

— YTo emre 3a 3aTBOPHUKHU?

KpacHoBosiocas aeBylka Toxe HaxMypuiia OpoBH.

— Tak TBI... ommyda, 4TO IU? — OHA yKa3aja NajbleM Ha IOTOJOK. Menucca ee He MOHsIA.

— Yro?

— Hy... u3Bne?

Menucca npomomnuana. Borpoc Ob11 €if He siceH.

— Bce mnoHsTHO, — OTMaxHylach ee coOeceqHulla. — 3HAUYUT, OTTyAd. 10-TO MHE
M0Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO MHE TBOE JIUIIO HE 3HAKOMO, a 5 BEJIb CTOJBKUX OCTJIBIX 3HAIO.

JIucca mpoaoikana HeIOYMEHHO XMYPUTBCS.

— Ioitgem co MHO#. MbI TeOe Bce 0ObsicHUM. [[a, kcTaTu, MeHs 30ByT Benau.

— Menucca.

Bennu kuBHyna u momaHmia ee 3a coOoil. IIpoTucHyBumchs B Ablpy B cTeHe, Menucca
OYYTHJIACh B APYroM KOMHATe, 4yTh MOMEHbIIE Npeabiayiei. [locepenrne cTosiii MaCCUBHBIN MIEHb,
CIYKUBIIMH, BUAUMO, cTosioM. Ha Hem Tyckino ropena cBeya. C 3eMIJISTHOrO MOTOJIKA CBHUCANH,
MoJI00HO CIyTaHHBIM BOJlocaM, KOpHU pacTeHui. [1o ObLT yChIlIaH COJIOMON M CyXOM TPaBOM.

Bo3sne nHs Ha HEOOJIBIIOM TIIaJKOM OpEeBHE CHACIH ABE JCBYIIKH U O YEM-TO B3BOJIHOBAHHO
MEPETOBAPUBAIMCH BIOJIT0JIOCA. 3AMETHUB BOIIEAIINX, OHU MPEKPATUIIN PA3TOBOP.

— O, a BOT ¥ HaIla rocThs, — MPOU3HECIIA OJIHA U3 HUX.

— Ee 30Byr Menucca, — cka3ana Benau.

— A Jladna, — TyT Xe mpeacTaBuiIach OHA U3 JCBYILECK 3a CTOJIOM, MeTeabHas OJOHIMHKA C
YyIeCHBIM JETCKUM JINYMKOM. BIIETHOCTh €€ KOXKH, 3aMETHasA JaX€ B ITOJIyMpPaKe KOMHAThI, PE3KO
KOHTPACTUPOBaJia C MpayHON 00CTaHOBKOW BOKPYT.



— A Mens 30ByT Ilelix, — Ha3Basiach Bropas jAeBylika. OHa OblUla TPOTHUBOIMOI0KHOCTHIO
HadHbl — cMyTas, 4epHOBOJIOCAs M TEMHOIIIAa3asl.

— Kaxk T8I ctona nonana? — cnpocuna JladbHa u nmoxionana 1no OpeBHY pyKOH, MpUIIIaliast
Jluccy cects. Menucca nmociylHo OnyCcTHIIACH PSAOM C HEW M OTBETHIIA:

— Bennu ckazana, 4To 3TO Bbl MEHS CIOJIa TPUHECIIH.

— Jla Het, Thl MeHA He noHsuta. Kakoe TBoe mocienHee BocnomuHanue? Ilepen TeM, Kak Thl
IIPOCHYJIACH 3/1ECH.

Menucca 3agymanacs.

— Jlec... Kaxercs, s 1nuia 1o Jecy.

HeoxunanHo mamsTh penmia cChirparb ¢ HeW 3yt myTky. Jlucca oOHapyxkuia, 4To HE
MIOMHHUT, 3a4€M OHa IOIIa B JEC B ATOT JIEHb U CKOJIBKO MPOObUIa TaM, MPEXae YeM MoTepsIia
co3HaHHE. TOJNBPKO MENBKHYIM IE€pe] IVla3aMUd CTPAaHHBIE JEPEBbS C PE3HBIMH JUCTBSIMH U
MEPTBBIA MypaBEHHUK.

— 4 ¢ camoro gercTBa Oerajna ryaiaTh B 3TOT JieC. S 3Hajla B HEM KaXKJI0€ JIEPEBO, KaXKIIYIO
TponuHKy. Kak Obl Janeko s B HEro HU 3axo/uja, sl BCernua 3Hana, Kak Beioparbes. Ho B 3TOT pa3 s
CJIOBHO TOMNaJia COBEPIICHHO B JIPYrO€ MECTO... 3a0aylIuiiach, HABEPHOE, BIEPBBIE B KU3HU. ITO
ObLT KYTKUH Jiec. Tuxuit, 6e3:KUu3HeHHbIN. HU HAaCEKOMBIX, HU MTHII.

[etimx u adbua nepernsuynuch. UM 5T0 3ameyaHue siBHO O YeM-TO TOBOPHIIO.

— A nasnpine uto 0bu10? Thl HEOXKUIAHHO KY/1a-TO MPOBAIMIIACK, 1a?

— Her, — nomoraina ronoBoit Menucca. CoObITHS BU€paIHEro Beuepa Hayald MOTHUXOHBKY
BOCCTAHABIMBAThCA B MaMsTU. — l[lomHsuICA TakoW yparaH, 4TO MEHS CBAJIWJIO C HOL. A MOTOM,
KOIJIa BETEP CTUX, CO MHOW PSAIOM MOABUIICS KTO-TO emnie. Ckopee BCEro, Kakas-TO KEHIIMHA —
roJIOC ONPEJIEICHHO ObUT )KEHCKUU.

— Tonoc? — mnepecnpocuna lIlenmxk. — OHM HUKOTJA HE TOBOPAT C TEMH, KOTO JIOBST
cHapyxu! MoxeT, Tebe moKa3anoch, YTO ThI CIBIIIATIA TOI0C?
— Her, — pasapaxenHo aepHyna miedoM Menucca. — OHa 3akpblia MHE IJ1a3a PYKOW H

ckazana: «Cnu crokoitHo, JIuccay. [Tocne aToro s ycuyna. Bot u Bce.

JIeBYILIKH CHOBa MEPETISHYIHUCH.

— Omna 3Haer TBoe UMs... — 3aayMuuBo npousHecna Jlapua. — Kro ei ckazan? U kro,
cOOCTBEHHO, OHA TaKas?

— Ortkyna MHe 3Harh? Kaxercs, nepen TeM, Kak s yCHy/la, MEHs KTO-TO 3Bal... M BooOIE,
MHE KTO-HUOYJb OOBSCHUT TOJKOM, KyJa 5 monajia u kakum odpazoM?! U kTo 6w Takue?

— MBbI 3aTBOpHHUIIBI, — OTBEeTHIIA €Ul [Ien K.

— 9710 5 yke cnplmana! — nepeduia ee Jlucca. — S xouy 3HaTh...

—  JlelcTBUTENBHO Xouewvb? — cepbe3Ho chnpocwia Bennu. Jlucca monmHsia Ha Hee
YIIMBIICHHBIE TJIa3a.

— Bce Tak mioxo?

— Eme xyxe, uyeM Tbl JyMaemmb, — KuUBHylIa Benmu. — TebOs mnportanmiau uepes
MPOCTPAHCTBEHHO-BPEMEHHOU MOPTAJ.

JIncca mpomMonyana, He BIIOJHE IOHUMAs CMBICIT THX CJIOB.

— 41 He 3Har, KTO 3TO cAenal U C KaKOW LIEJIbI0, HO ThlI TEIEPh OKA3aJlaCh B KOPOJEBCTBE
MuiHaur.

— I'ne-rue?

— KoponesctBo Muanaiit. Ho Bpsim u Tebe 3TO Ha3BaHUE O YEM-TO CKaXeT. DTO JPYroi
MHUD.



— Kakoii, k uepry, apyrovi mup?! 310 kakas-To myrka? Po3eirpein? JlagHo, cuuraiite, 4ro s
noBepuJja M UcIyrajack. [ e Baia CKpeITasi Kamepa, Kyja moMaxarth?

JIeByIIKY B3TJISTHYJIU Ha HEE C COUYBCTBHEM, HO HUYETO HE CKa3aJIH.

«Kaowcemces, s nonsanal Imu desuyvt — cymacuieowiue, cekmanmsl Ul 4mo-mo 8pooe moeo.
Mens noxumunu u oepoxcam 8 KaKkOM-mo 2psA3HOM 0OMe...»

— Mmue HyxHO aomon! — Jlucca momnsiTanach NPUAATh TOJOCY PEUIMTEIBHOCTH, OJHAKO
¢dpaza nmpo3Byuasna noutu xajaodHo. J[apHa co B3goxoM OTBepHYyNach, a Ileimk ycMexHymnach Tak
rOpbKO, YTO Menucce BHE3amHO CTAJIO CTpalHO. BeHau HaxMypuiace.

— VBB, — CKa3aja OHa XOJOAHO. — Tebe MpuaeTcs CBBIKHYTHCS C MBICIBIO, YTO THI HE
BEPHEIIBCS JOMOU.

OTU cNI0Ba, CJIOBHO KMHKaJ, TPOPE3AIA 3aTXIIbIA BO31yX KOMHATHIL.

— Ckopee Bcero, Thl ceiuac Aymaellb, YTO Mbl cyMaclieame, — npogoixkaia Benau. — S
Obl MYMEHHO TaK W IMoAyMalia Ha TBoeM MecTe. Ho Tebe mpuaercs moBepuTh MHE Ha CJIOBO. Yem
ObICTpEE Thl OCO3HAEIIb MaclTad MpoOIeMbl, TEM JIyUlle JJIsl TeOsI.

Jlucca monua ocmeiciuBana yciblaHHoe. Kak HM cTpaHHO, moBepuia oHa cpa3dy. OHa He
BEpPHETCS JIOMOM. .. HUKorna. OHa 3amnepra B KAaKOM-TO KOPOJIEBCTBE U YK€ HUKOT/IA HE YBUAUT HU
Kumbepnu, nu Jlxkeiica... Joceuc! Bom nouemy s okazanace 6 naecy! A oOonoxcha Ovlia
scmpemumucs ¢ Hum mam! On dace ¢ yma couoem...

Menucca mo4yBCTBOBajla, Kak Ha Ia3a HABOPAYMBAIOTCA CJIE3bl, M MOCIMEIHO BBHITEpIIA IJia3a
pykaBoM. JleBuoHKkH Moa4asid. OHHU C KaJIOCThIO M1 TOHUMAHUEM CMOTPEJIM HA HEeE.

— Mps1 nomoxkem Tebde, — cHoBa 3aroBopuiia Benau. — IloctapaeMcs pacckasarbs Bce, UTO
3HaeM 00 3ToM mMupe. Thl IpUCIIOCOOUIIILCS, BOT YBU/IUIID.

— Bce MbI uepe3 3T0 mpomniv, — jgobaBuia [leimk, U Mo KakoH-TO HEBEJOMOUN MPUUUHE
Menuccy ycrioKoOuiu ee CaoBa.

% sk sk

K yrpy cinenyromero nHs Jlucca yxe BIOJHE OINPaBUIIACh OT MOTPACEHHUS U JTaXKE CMOITIA
yoeauTh ce0s, YTO OHA HE CXOIUT C YMa, U UTO BBIXOJ U3 JAHHOTO MOJOKEHUS €CTh, HAJO JIUIIb HE
TEPATh HAJEKIbl HAUTH €ro. OJHaKO C 3aTBOPHUILIAMH OHA 3TUMU MBICIIIMU JEIUTHCS HE CTala.

OTUM K€ YTPOM OOUTATEIbHUIIBI 3eMJISIHKU PEIIMIN BBECTH HOBEHBKYIO B KYpC Jiefa.

— B MupgHaiiTe CBOM 3aKOHBI, — HEBO3MYTUMO Hadyayia BeHnn. — 31ech BceM 3ampaBiisieT
KoposieBa, ['ena Ban Mopran. B Hapone ee HaspiBatoT benas Bposa. Bee 3nemHue 3emin B ee
moinHOM BiacTh. OHA KHUBET B 3aMKE, KOTOPBIM HAaXOOUTCS B CaMOM cepaue KopoisieBcTBa. Ee
kpenocTh [dpendyn-xomnn cuuraercsa cronuneid MuHaiiTa.

— boxe moi... Koponesa, 3amok... B kakoM MbI Beke?

— Hu B xakom. MuIHaT HaAXOAUTCS BHE YEJIOBEYECKOTIO BPEMEHHU U ITPOCTPAHCTBA.

Menucca caenana BU, 4TO MOHsUIa 3Ty (pasy, a Juisl ceds pelmia, 4To momnajia B KaKoe-To
TYMaHHO€ IPOIILIOE.

— Tak Bot. Koponesa xecToka U MOTYIIECTBEHHA, € MOTYUHSIOTCS AK€ CaMble CUJIbHBIE
TEMHBIE CO3/IaHUSI — WJIM, KaK MbI UX HA3bIBAE€M, JEMOHBI.

— 51 Hu pa3y ee He BUEINA, HO TOBOPST, OHA €ILIE U YePTOBCKHU KpacuBa, — BBepHYna JladHa.

— Temnble co3zmanusa? — HegoyMeHHO mnepecrnpocuiia Menucca. — [lemonbsl? Tosbko He
TOBOPH, YTO Thl UMEEIIb B BUY. ..
— Tex caMbIX, O KOM TbI B IETCTBE YUTajla B CTPALIMIIKAX, — CEPbE3HO ckazana [lenmk. —

ToJbKO 3ACCh BCC B COTHIO pa3 CTpalHCE, IOTOMY YTO 3TH MOHCTPBI HACTOANIMC.
— CamMble HU3IIME TEeMHBIC CO3daHUuA — O60p0THI/I, — HayaJia OOBSICHSTH BCHJII/I. — Omnn



MIPUMUTHUBHBI, TIYIBI, )KECTOKU U KaXKIYT IIPOJUBATH KPOBb.

Menucca 4yBCTBOBaja, Kak €€ MO3I CONPOTHUBISETCS, OTKa3bIBasChb BEPUTH B TO, O YEM
TOBOPUT 3Ta HEeHopMalbHas nesuiia. Koponesa-tupan? O6opoTHu? Bce 3TO 3By4UT CIHUIIKOM
CTPaHHO U TIIyNHo, 4YToObI ObITh NpaBaoi. Ho Jladgua u Ileimk BRIISAAT Tak, CIIOBHO TOXKE BEPSIT B
3TOT Open. «Cmano 6bimb, 5mo AUOO KOANEKMUBHOE NOMEWAmenabCmeo, Iub0 peailbHOCmbY, —
nojymana Jlucca, u cTpax 3aKONMOIIAJICS B €€ IyIIIE.

— CryneHblo Bblllle — BaMIUpPbL. VX pa3yM pa3uTeabHO OTINYAETCS OT IPUMUTUBHOIO MO3ra
000pOTHEM, HO OHM HE MeHee OecuenoBeYHbl. BaMnupbl yMHBI, XUTPbl U pacueTiuBbl. Eciau oHU U
MIPOJIMBAIOT KPOBB, TO, IIOHATHO, HE U3 MIPOCTON KECTOKOCTH U YKaXK]Ibl YOMHCTBA.

— Uto06sI moecTh, — BhIMaBWIIa Menucca. OHa Bce elie He Obuta TOTOBa MOBEpUTh Benau, He
KaKas-TO 4acCTh €€ CO3HAHUS YK€ MOHsJIA, YTO PACCKa3 KPACHOBOJOCOM JIEBYIIKA — HE BBIAYMKA.

— Ha BpICIICH CTYyMEHHM CTOAT KOJIIYHBI, BapJIOKH, BEJAbMBI U IIAMaHbl — B OOIIEM, T€, KTO
00J1aJaeT Marn4eCKUMU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU.

Menuccy paxe He yauBWIM TocienHue ciioBa Benmu. Ecim B 3TOM Mupe CyIIECTBYIOT
BaMIIUpPbl U OOOPOTHH, TO B TOM, YTO Yy JIFOAEH 37€Ch €CTh KOJJOBCKHE CHJIbl, HET HUYETO
HEOOBIYHOTO.

— VY KaxJ0ro KOJJAyHa WJIM BEIbMBI CBOSI 0C00asi, MHIUBUAyaIbHAS CHJIa, — MPOIOJDKaIa
Bengu. — U mostoMy oHM He Tak omacHbl. CrpariHee JF000H, /ake camMoil MOTYIECTBEHHOU
BEJIbMBI, BCTpeYa C IIAMaHOM.

— Ilouemy?

— A moToMmy, 4TO IIaMaHbl 00JIaJIal0T TAKUMH 3HAHUSIMU U BO3MOKHOCTSIMU, KOTOPBIX HET Y
OOBIYHBIX KOJTYHOB.

— Kakumu? — 3aunTepecoBanacs Menucca.

— TeOe nyuiie He 3HATH, — monryTwia JadHna.

— IloMuMO 1IAMaHOB M KOJJAYHOB €CTh €lle JeKapu, — cka3aia [leimk. — BoT 3Tux 6osThCS
Kak pa3 He CTOWT. VX map He omaceH, OHM MPOCTO BPAYYIOT paHbl U O0JE3HHU. Y KOPOJIEBBI €CTh
CBOSI JIMYHAas JIEKAapKa.

— IIpo Hee B Hapome MHOTO CIyXOB XOnuT, — coobumia Jlapua. — ['oBopsAT, 4TO OHA Ha
CaMoOM JieJIe IaMaH, HO TIIATEJIBHO 3TO CKPBIBAET.

Tyt JIncca okOHYATENBHO 3amyTanach.

— [loMuMO TMYHOM JIEKapKH, — CHOBA 3aroBopujiia BeHn, — y KOpPOJEBBI €CTh IPyINa €€
OMMKaMIMX CIOABMI)KHUKOB, YTO-TO BPOJAE CBUTBI WM TEJOXpaHHUTENIEeH. OTO camble
MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIE BEIbMBI, KOJJYHbl U BaMIIMPHI, JJUYHO OTOOpAaHHBIE M TMPOBEPEHHBIE CaMOU
KOPOJIEBOM.

— A KTO Takue 3aTBOPHUKHU?

JI€BUOHKU MEPETIIAHYIHUCH.

— TlocynapcTBeHHbBIE MPECTYNHUKU, — OTBeTWIa Benau. — Te, koMy yaanoch BBIKUTH B
Jarnax JIEMOHOB, CO€XaTh U CKPBIThCSL OT HUX. MBI Bce HaXOIMMCS B PO3BICKE, U 3a TOJIOBY JII000T0
n3 Hac benas Baosa HasHauwiia Harpany.

— U 5 Teneps )KUBY € TOCYIapCTBEHHBIMHU NpecTynmHuKaMu? He mydme nmu mue yutu?

— Bmepen, — Ileiipk ykazana pykoil Ha BbIxoA. — B mpuHIuIie, pa3Huila HeOOIbIIAs, C
HaMH ThI UJIK 0€3 HAC, BOT TOJIBKO OJIHA Thl CMEPTh TOpa3io ObICTPEE BCTPETHUIIID.

Ha stoT pa3 JIucca npomondana. OHa JuIIb epeBesia BONPOCUTEIbHBIN B3Il Ha Benau.

— Bpone Bce, — ckazana tTa. — CaMoe HeoOX0IMMOoe s pacckasana.

— ThI 3a0b11a TIPO MJAJIIIEHBKOTO, — CKpHBHIIa TyObl JladHa. Cyns mo ee mpe3puTeIbHOMY



BBIPKCHUIO JIUIIA, 3TOT CaMbIid «MJIAIIICHLKUI 0COO0M JIFOOOBBIO HE TTOIB30BAICS.

— Hy nma, mnanmenskuii, — B juine BeHayu HUYEro He U3MEHWJIOCh — HE MOSBUIIOCH HA HEM
HU nipe3peHus, kak y Jladusl, Hu Hacmemnku, kak y [len k.

— CbIH MOKOMHOTO KOPOJIs, MIPUHII, 3aKOHHBIN HACIIEIHUK NpecToia. JlomkeH Obl1 B30WTH Ha
TPOH MOCJIE€ KOHYUHBI CBOero oTua. Ho He3amonro 10 cMepTu cTapuka 3/1ech nosBuiacs I 'ena.

— W BeIllapanana B1acTh OpsAMO y ITApHS U3-110J HOCA, — BeTaBuiia l1enmxk.

— Tpon nocraincs eit. Kakum o0pa3om el yianoch 3aBiiaieTh KOPOHOM, JI BCEX JIO CUX MOP
OCTaeTCs 3araJikomu.

— A Genonary mpuHIIa MOCTHUTIIO )KECTOKOE pa3odyapoBaHue, — yXMbUIbHYNACh JladHa.

— A oH k10? Toxe kosayH?

— D710 BOOOIIE OT/IeTbHAs UCTOpUs], — XMbIKHY/A [leimk. — B mpocToHapoase ero cuntarot
OOBIKHOBEHHBIM BaMIIMPOM, KakuM Obul ero oren. OmHAKO €CTh CBEIEHUs, YTO OH 00JazaeT
HEKUMHU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMH, TPUCYIIIMMHU IaMaHaM. Ho 06 3ToM KM3BECTHO JIMIIb HEMHOTHM.

— Tak k10 %€ oH? HamoyioBuHY 1aMaH, HaIloJIOBUHY BaMIIup?

— Bapinok nnm konayH... Kro 3naer? — mnoxkana riedamu I[lelimxk. — MHe KaxeTcs, OH W
cam He 3HaeT. Bepcuit MHOTO, HO HEJIb3s TOYHO CKa3aTh, KaKasi U3 HUX BEpPHasl.

— Ho 310 HeBaxxHO, — ckazajia Benau. — I maBHOe, YTO OH OMaceH HE MEHbIIE, YeM cama
KOpOJIEBA.

Bue3zanHo cHapyxu pazgayicst co0aunit jgail U KPUKHU JIFOJICH.
— OxoTtHuku! — B yxace axayna Jladna.



I'maBa 3

I[CBYH]KI/I Pa30M BCKOYMJIHN CO CBOHUX MCCT U 6pOCI/IJ'II/ICI> Ha I10JI, 1 TOJIBKO Menucca ocTanachk
CUACTh, HUYCTO HC ITOHNMaAsl.

— Jloxwuce! — mpommrnena Benaun u cnimxuyna Jluccy ¢ 6peBHa. Menucca rpoxHyinach Ha
3EMIJIIO.

— B yem neno?

— Monun, — nmkHyna Ha Hee llenmk. YUepe3 HEeKOoTOpoe BpeMs IIyM CHAPYXKHU Hadal

3aTHXaTh, U JICBYIIKH ITOHSIIMCH HA HOTH.
Tyr B KOMHaTy BiIeTeJl 3albIXaBIIMiiCs IapeHb. Ero TeMHbIC 1a3a ObUIM B Y)Kace BBITYYCHBI,
OH 3aJIpIXajics OT ObICTpoOro Oera.

— Tam oxorHuku... C cobakamu, — BBIIOXHYI OH, IPUBAJIMBIIMCH K cTeHe. — Conuu c
['maBHOM TOpOTH U YTITyOUJIUCH B JIEC.
— Kak Buauiib, MBI UX U caMU YCJIBIIIAIM, — mpoBopyaia Jladua, orpsxuBascsk. — Wiu, mo-

TBOEMY, MbI ITPOCTO OT HEYETO JIeJIaTh PEIMIIN MOBAJIATHCS HA MOJTY?

[Tapens TosbKO OTMaxHy/lICs. OH OMYCTUJICS HA TMOJ W 3aKpbul I1a3a. Bckope ero npIxanue
BBIPOBHSIOCH.

— VY Hux Obutn OOBIYHBIE COOAKHM? — JENOBUTO CIpocwia BeHam, Korga myM CHapyXH
COBCEM 3aTHX.

— He 3nar0, — mosain nieyaMu napeHb, He OTKpbIBas ma3. — S BUJET WX TOJIBKO U3JAJIEKA.
S cunen Ha nepeBe, KOorna yBUAEN, KaK OHU BBIXOJUJIN U3 TABEPHHI.

— W3 taBepHbl? — mnepecnpocuinia Ileimx. — Torma oHM HaBepHsAKa MPOCTO PENIMIIN
MOpa3MAThCS. A 3HAYUT, U COOAKU Y HUX MTPOCTHIE.

— 311ech 4To, lake co0aKku BOJIIEOHBIE CYILIECTBYIOT? — Mojaia rojgoc Menucca.

[lapeHb OTKpBLUI IJ1a3a U YCTABUJICS HA HEE.

— D710 Te0s OHM MPUTALMIIN CIOJIa BUepa HOUYBIO?

— Cyns mo ToMy, 4TO JIPYrUX HOBEHBKUX CPEOU Bac HET, IOJIarail, MEHS, — BOPWIHBO
oto3Baiack Menucca. OHa TOXKe yxXe MOIAHSIACh C MoJia U ceiiyac, CTpaxuBasi ¢ ce0s MPUCTAaBILME
COJIOMUHKH, UCTIOJIO0Bs pa3mispiBasia mapHs. OH ObUT OJIET B T€ )K€ CTPaHHBIE TPsA3HbIE OOHOCKH,
YTO U OCTaJIbHbIE OOUTATENIM 3€MJISTHKU; €T0 TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI ObUIM B3BEPOIICHBI, a JIMIIO SBHO
XpaHWJIO OCTaTKu OBUIOM TPHUBIEKATEIBHOCTH, OCHOBATEIbHO TMOAMNOPYEHHON KU3HBIO
3aTBOPHUKA.

[Tapens npuciyianics.

— Hano yoenutscesi, 9T0 OHU YIIUTH, — OH MOJIHSUICS Ha HOTH U BBIIIEN U3 KOMHATHI.

— KT0 310? — ¢ mo6onbITcTBOM cripocuia JIncca, IpoBOIMB €ro B3TIISIIOM.

— Moii muaanmii Opat, — otBeTuia [leimxk.

— CkounbKo ke Tede 1eT? — BckuHyna oposu Jlucca. Eif moka3anock, 4To mapeHb BBIISIAEI
crapue [lenmxk.

— JIBamuarh TpU, — YABIOHYIACh JEBYIIKA. — MbI C HUM TTOTOJIKH.

— A MHe aBaanarh, — ckasaja Jlucca.

— Kax u Mue, — nopnana ronoc [ladna. Menucca nosepHynachk k Benau, HO Ta mouyeMy-To
npenoyia CMEHUTh TEMY.

— Temneps, koraa ¢ Bo3pacTaMu pazodpaIuch, MOXKET. ..

Ho noroBoputh et He nan BepHyBumiics Opar Ilelimx. Menucca xorena ObUJI0O CIPOCUTH €O



VM1, HO IAPEHb €€ ONEPEINIL.

— Kak 30ByT-TO T€0s? — MOMHTEpPECOBAJICS OH, YCa)XXMBasCh Ha OPEBHO B MOJI-000pOTa,
yT0OBI BUIETH JIuccey.

— Menucca.

— S Nenu. Hy, pacckasbiBaii, kak T€0sl yropa3auio CroJia MoIacTh.

— Tak ke, KaK U Bcex Hac, — ObICTpo oTo3Basack Jlapua. — CiyyaiiHo.

— Ja Her, He ciydariHo, — Bo3paswia llenmx. — [oxuturenbHuLa xKe 3Hajia €€ uMsl.

— YepT BO3bMU, — U3YMJIEHHO TporoBopuia Jlenu. — OHM 3HAIOT, KaK Te€OsI 30BYT? ITC
TIOXO.

— Jla xakast MHE yxe pa3Hulla? — OoTMaxHylIach Menucca, ycaXuBasiCh PSJIOM C HUM.

— Kcraru, s cerogst Buaen napodky BeJIbM — HY, T€X CaMbIX, U3 3aMKa, — coobumi JleHu,
MTOBOPAYMBAsICh K OCTAJbHbIM JEByIIKaM. — OHU NpPOTYIHBaIUCh BEPXOM 3JIECh HEMONAIEKY H
crieTHUYaau. HacKoJIbKO s TIOHSUI, KTO-TO U3 ()pEMJIMH MOXUTUII U3BHE JBYX JeByleK. OnHy U3
MOXUIICHHBIX OTBE3JIM B 3aMOK, a BTOpas mponajia cpas3y »Ke MOCJIE MPOXOXKICHUS Yepe3 Mmoprall.
Teneps ee nmoBcroay uuryr. UYsu 3T0 ObUIM (PPEHIUHBI — KOPOJEBBI WJIM MPUHIIA — SI TaK U HE
y3Hall, HO, B O0ILIEM-TO, 3TO HE CTOJIb BaXKHO.

— Yac ot yacy He nerde, — pa3ApakeHHO 3akaruia mia3a Jlncca. — Teneps emnie u Kakue-To
GbpelnuHbpl MEHS Pa3bICKUBAIOT. A dYepe3 MATh MUHYT 5, HaBEPHOE, Y3HAI0, YTO MEHS MOXUTHUI
MaCOHCKHM OPJICH.

Jlenu pacxoxorasics.

— DpennuHbl KOPOJIEBB — 3TO €€ CBUTa, — MosicHWIa [lenmk, caepxkuBas cmemok. — 1o
CyTH, OHU SBISIIOTCA €€ JIMYHOM mpuciayroi. OHM NOMOraroT €Wl OIeBaTbCs, CIEOAT 3a €€
rapiepoOoM, 3a MOPSIKOM B €€ MOKOSIX, BBITOJHSIIOT HEKOTOPbIE JIMUHbIC TTOpydeHUsl. OqHUM U3
TaKUX NOPYYEHUU BIOTHE MOTJIO OBITh TBOE MOXUIICHHUE.

— V npuHIla TOXE ecTh TpH (Qpeitnuubl, — nodaBuna ladua. — 31ech HE MPUHSATO, YTOODI
MYKUHHBI AepKainu QpeisiiH, HO eMy HPaBUTCA OKPYXKaTh ce0st MIJIBIMU KyKoJIkaMu. OHH CECTPHI,
ux 30ByT Dneonopa, [lapiorra u N3abens Topusyn. S ux Buaena, HWYEro NpoTUBHEE HA CBETE HET
— CTEJIIOTCS Tepe]] MPUHIIEM, CIIOBHO KOBPUK U3 3MEMHOM KOXxU. JIt000# ero kanpus UCIOIHSIETCA
B MOMEHT. B o011ieM, OHU Takye MUJIbIE, YTO CTOIIHUTH MOJXKET.

— Ho onu BeapMbl, — BcTaBuil JleHrn Ope3riuBbIM TOHOM.

— He BenpMmbl, a rapnium, — nonpasuia Opata [lenmx.

— A 3710 eme kTo Takne? — Menucce yKe Hayajo Kas3arbCs, UYTO €€ TOJIOBA MOTHUXOHBKY
pasmyBaeTcsi OT HOBOM MH(OPMAITUH.

— To1 korma-HUOYAH ClbIIATa O CKa304HbIX Pesx? ['apnuu BRIIAAAT TPUMEPHO TaK K€, HO
BHEIIHUHN BUA oOMaHurB. OHU YMEIOT MPEBpaIaThCsl B YPOUIMBBIX KPBUIATHIX TBapel, © UMEHHO
ATOT OOJIUK — OTPaKEHUE UX UICTUHHOMN CYTH.

— Ha camomMm nene, 3To nuub cinyxu, — ckasana Benau. — Her 1okaszarenbcTB, 4YTO OHU
JNEVCTBUTEIIBHO TapIIUu.

— A 4 B 31O Bepro, — otpesana [lelixk. JladhHa nokupana, corjnamasch ¢ HEM.

— 51 TOXe€ CKIOHSAICH K TOMY, YTO 3TO MpaBaa, — npusHanack Benau. — U emwe g capnnana.
YTO BCE TPHU CECTPHI MBITAKOTCS OXMYPUTH PUHIIA, HO OH HE MOAJACTCS UX YapaM — HU KEHCKUM,
HH KOJIJIOBCKHUM.

— DOTO MOTOMY 4YTO y HEro YK€ €CTh O/lHa JII0OOBb — BIIACTh, — CBEpPKHYIIA Ia3aMu
ITenk. — U, kxpome Hee, EMYy HUUETO HE HYXKHO.

— 3HauuT, TENepb S B PO3bICKE? — CO B3JI0XOM MOMHTEpecoBajach Memnucca, MbITAsCh



BEPHYTH PA3roBOP K BOJHYIOILIEH €€ TEME.

— Bpone toro, — kuBHyn JleHu.

— Huuero, — Jladna oboapstolie noxjaonania ee mo miedy. — Morjio ObITh U XyXKe.

— JIa? OTo Kak xe?

— TeOst MOTIIM YBE3TH B 3aMOK. A TaM ToJIOAHBIE OOOPOTHU M BaMITHPHI, a €Ile MOXOTIUBbBIE
KOJIJTyHbI, Thl ObI UM TOYHO TTOHPABUJIACK...

— Oi1, HeT, MHE U 3/1eCh HEII0X0, — Bbinanuia Jlucca. Jlapna xuxuknyna.

— Cuymanre, neB4oHKH, — ckaszana [lenmk. — He 3Haro, kak Bbl, a s nporosioganachk. Hamm
3aI1achl CHOBA HA UCXOJE, OCTAIACH JIUIIb TOPCTKA SATOJ,.

— A 51 X041y YMBIThCS, — 3asiBujiia Menucca, NpeACTaBUB, KAK Y)KACHO OHA Celvac BBITJISIUT.

— YMBITBCSI — 3TO MOXHO, — TOAMUTHYI e€i Jlenn. — IloiaeMm, MOKaxXy OTJIMYHOE
MECTEUYKO. 3a0[JHO TPOBEPUM, HE PBHIIIYT JIK 3/IECh T€ OXOTHUKHU. A Ha 0OpaTHOM MyTH MOMpoOyemM
HaOpaTh QPYKTOB.

Menucca Bcrana wu3-3a ctosna W Beaed 3a Jlennm Bbmwia U3 kKoMHAarbl. OHHA MPOUUIM 1O
BENYIIIEMY BBEPX Y3KOMY T€MHOMY KOPUJIOPYUKY JIMHOM MPUMEPHO B MOJTOpA METpa, U TYT
Menucca yBuiesia BMECTO BbIXOJA YTO-TO BPOJE 3aHABECA, CINIETEHHOTO U3 JINCTBBI U BETOK.

JleHn TOCTOSI C TOJMHUHYTHI, MPUCITYIIMBAsICh, 3aTeM momaHwmiI Jluccy 3a co0oil, JIOBKO
MpoJie3 CKBO3b JINCTBY U BBIOpaJics Ha ynmuily. Menucca, B OTIUYUE OT HETO, C TPYAOM MPOoapaiach
CKBO3b BEeTKHU. OKa3aBIIMCh HA YIUIIE, OHA MTEPBBIM JIEJIOM 3aX0TeNa ONISIIETh 3EMJISIHKY CHAPYXKU U
HE ClIeprKaJia YAUBIEHHOTO B3/10Xa.

— Breuarnser? — ¢ yxmbuikoil nmouHTepecoBasicss JleHu. (oM 3aTBOPHMKOB MpEACTaBISII
co0Oll BCEero JHIIb MOPOCIIMI TPaBOM XOJMHK, KOTOPBIMA C BUAY HHUYEM HE OTIMYAJICS OT
OOBIKHOBEHHBIX MPUTOPKOB. BBIX0O/T M3 36MJISIHKUA CKPBIBAJICS 3a MBIIHBIM, PACKUIUCTHIM KYCTOM.

— Benukonenno! HeyauBuTenbHO, YTO OXOTHMKM HAac He Hanuim. Sl B >XKuU3HU Obl HE
J0TaJialiach, 4TO MOJ 3TOM TPABOM CKPBHIBACTCS 1EJIbIA JOMHUK.

— DT0, KOHEYHO, HE arapTaMeHTHhI JIFDKC, HO BCE JIy4llle, YeM KaMepa B TIOPbME 3aMKa.

Jlenu orsaencs Mo CTOpoHaM, CHOBa TOMaHUJI Menwuccy 3a co00i, 1 OHU JBUHYIHCH Yepe3
nec. JlaBupys Mexay nepeBbiMHu, Menucca oOpaTuia BHUMAaHHUE, YTO CTBOJIbI Y HUX TakHe XKe
CTpaHHbIC, KaK T€, YTO ObUIM B JieCy, IJile OHa 3a0Jayauyiach POKOBBIM I103aBUEPAIHUM BEUEPOM.
Menucca eie pa3 onsiaenach o cTopoHaMm. To4HO, BCe AEPEBbs ¢ ONMHAKOBON PE3HOU KOPOU U
MPUYYITTUBBIMU JINCThSIMU, HATOMUHAIOIIMMHU 110 (h)OPME €JIOBBIE IUIIIKHU.

[IpucnymasBumcs, JIucca odparuiia BHUMaHue Ha TUIIMHY. JIec CIIOBHO 3arauics, U JEBYIIKE
IMOKAa3aJI0Ch, UTO OTOBCIOAY 32 HEW CIEIAT COTHH TJIa3.

— enn!

OH pe3Ko 00epHYJICS U OCTAaHOBHUJICS.

— ThI cpmmnb?

— Yro?

— Tunmna ctout, kak Ha kinanounie! Hu Berpa, Hu ntudek. CTpaHHO, nipaBaa?

— A, TBI BOT 0 4eM, — pacciaduics Jlenn. — Ckopo NMpUBBIKHEIIb. 3/1€Ch BCET/a TakK.

JIncca moMosryana HEMHOIO, a IOTOM ITOMHTEPECOBAJIACH:

— Ilouemy?

— A IOTOMY YTO KHUTEJIH 3TOrO0 MUPa — TEMHBIE TBAPH.

— W um mpocTo BCE 3TO HE HYKHO, — 3aKOHYMJIA €ro MbICIb Menucca. — J[elCTBUTEINBHO,
3a4eM HYXXHA KpacuBas JKHMBas MPUPOAA CYIIECTBAM, HE UMEIOIIMM HHKAKOTO IMPEICTABIEHUS O
MIPEKpacHOM?



— Hy... Bpone toro, — xuBnyn [lenu. — JlagHo, moiigem, moka Hac TYT KTO-HUOyIOb HE
YBUJIEIL.

UYepe3 mapy munyr [lenu 3amemnmmn xon. Ilyre mperpaanim TycTble 3apOCiv KYCTApHUKA.
Jlenn oOOTHYJ KyCThl M McCYe€3 M3 BUIy. Menucca moiuvia 3a HUM U BAPYT €/1Ba HE MOKaTuiIach
KyOapeM ¢ KpyToro CKJIOHa.

— Ocropoxnee, — cka3ain [lenu, noiiMas ee 3a pyKy. — CMOTpPH, MBI YK€ ITPUIILTA.

MecTeuko oka3aioch IPOCTO BOJIIIEOHBIM — XOTSI, B MUPE, TJI€ IAPUT KOJIJIOBCTBO, HABEPHOE,
BOJIIIICOHBIM CJIEIyeT Ha3bIBaThb BCE, UYTO BUJAT [Nla3a M CHbIIAT ynm. Jlucca omisjaenach Mo
cropoHaM. OHu ¢ J[eHU CTOsUIM Ha HEOOJIBIIOM XOJIME, Y MOAHOXUS KOTOPOTO JIEkKAI0 MaJE€HbKOE
03€pI10 ¢ MPO3pPavyHO BOJOM, OTpakaBilel cepoe He00. bbl1o HEMPUBBHIYHO BUETH HEITOABUKHYIO
BO/Iy 0€3 COJTHEUHBIX OJIMKOB, M M3-32 3TOTO 03€PO Ka3aJI0Ch HEKUBBIM, CIIOBHO CTEKJISTHHBIM.

— Bor teb6e nonorenie, — Jlenu npotsaHyn Menucce OOJBIION KYCOK TKaHH, U3BJICUCHHBIH
MM MHUHYTOW paHee M3-TIOJI KAKOrO-TO KycTa, U YyXMBUIBHYICA. — BepHee, 310 colueTr 3a
MOJIOTEHIIE, €CIIM 3aKPBITh IJ1a3a.

Jlucca momynana TkaHb. Ta oOka3ajnach Ha YIMBIEHHE MAIKOM M Ha OLIyllb HAllOMUHAaja
Oapxar.

— I'1e Th1 3TO B3s11? — yIMBUWIIACH JCBYIIIKA.

— Cranmi... y OIHOM BeAbMbl, — TYMaHHO OTBETWJ JleHU. — Mou JE€BOUYKH — YMCTIOJIH,
II03TOMY Hallle UMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHOE MTOJIOTEHIIE BCETAa CIPSATAHO 3/1ECh.

— Ecnu Obl1 51 Bce BpeMsl JKuJia 1o/ 3eMJIEH, 1moJiarato, Toe XoTesa Obl MBIThCS MOYallle.

— Yrto x, y TeOs ecTh maHc. BOT 31ech Thl CMOXEIb CIYCTUThCS, — JleHu ykazanm He
TPONIMHKY, BEeIyllyr0 K o3epuy. OHa oOka3ajach JOBOJIBHO Kpyrou. — S moxapaymo. Ecim yto
CIIYYUTCSA — HE KPUYHU U HE IIyMU, IPOCTO KUHb KAMEHb B MO0 CTOPOHY, TOJIBKO HE MOMAaJAl MHE B
T'OJIOBY.

— Xopomo, — Menucca nepedpocuiia «IoJIOTEHIIE» Yepes3 MIeyo.

— W BO3bMHU Oyp/tOK, HAMOJHHIIL B pogHUKE. Thl ero cpasy yBUAMIIL, OH ObET MPSIMO U3
CKaJbl.

On mnpotsiHyn Jlucce 4TO-TO BpOJE MJIOTHOTO KOKAHOTO MEIIKa C JEPEBSHHON MPOOKOM.
Menucca B3siia Oyp/IlOK M Hadajda OCTOPOXKHO CITYCKaThCsl K BOZAE, LEIJISASACh CBOOOTHON pyKOM 3a
TPaBy U KYCTHUKH.

BcraB Ha uyerBepeHbku, Jlncca 3amigHyna B BOAY M YCTAaBMJIACh HA CBOE OTPAXKEHHE.
Brimianena oHa He JydlmmM 00pa3oM: JIUIIO0 YymMa30€, YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI CITyTaHbl U PACTPEIaHBbL. . .
Menucca mopHsiach Ha HOTH, cOpocuiia ¢ ceds omexay W 3amvia B Boay. OmisaaeBIMCh, OHA
3aMeTUJIa, YTO B 03€PO BMAJACT pydeeK, ObIONMM U3-T10/] OOJIBIIOTO KaMHSI HETIOJAIeKy OoT Oepera.
OHa oKyHynach MOJHOCTBIO B XOJIOAHYIO BOIY M MOIUIbUIA K pOIHUKY. Boma B HEM, Kak U B 03epe,
ObUIa YKCTEHIIeH, U JEBYIIKA PEIlIa, YTO €€ MOKHO MUTh.

Ytonmus xaxay, Menucca npuHsiiach OTMbIBarbcs. OHa 10 KpacHOTHI pacTupalia Koxy,
CJIOBHO TBITAsICh BMECTE C TPSA3BIO CMBITh C CE0s IypHbIE MBICIIH, XOTS MPEKPACHO 3Haja, 4YTO OHU
BCE PaBHO HUKYJIa HE JEHYTCS.

Tkanb, uro JleHu nan et BMecTO MOJOTeHIa, HeI1oXo corpeBaia. Cross 00CBIMU HOTaMU Ha
OCTpPBIX KaMHSX, Menncca 3aKkyTaiach B MSITKYI0 Mar€pyui0 U HEMHOTO MOCTOsJIA, 3aTeM OBICTPO
BBITEpJIaCh M OJI€NIach, C OTBpAIlCHWEM HaTsATUBas Ha cebsi rps3Hoe Oenbe. HamomHuB Oyprok,
Menucca nogHsuiach MO TPOMUMHKE HA XOJM, TJ€ €€ *Kaan J{eHu, 1 OHU OTHPaBUIMCH B OOpaTHbBIN
nyre. Ho He ycrenn oHM NpPOUTH M NECATH METPOB, Kak J[€HW BAPYr OCTAHOBUJICA M JKECTOM
MpUKa3al €l ceNIaTh TO KE CaMoe.



— Tr1 capmmnb? — npoienrtan oH. JIucca ucnyranHo npuciaymainack. OTKyna-To crpasa
JOHOCHJICS ILIOPOX, CIIOBHO KTO-TO TUXOHBKO MPOOUpaJiCsi CKBO3b 3apOCIIU.

— 3a MHOW, — ckomaHjoBan JleHH ogHUMH TyOaMH M, OCTOPOXXKHO TMEPEeCTaBisisi HOTH,
HampaBwics K OnmxaiieMmy KycTy. JIncca mpokpanach 3a HUM M IOPKHYIIA MOJ TYCThIE BETKHU.
YceBUmCh Ha KOPTOYKH, OHA BBIIIAHYJIA B IPOCBET MEXAY JUCThbIMU. CHavyana MeCTO, TAE TOJIBKO
YTO CTOSUIA PeOsiTa, HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi mycToBasio. Ho MoToM KycThl HAapOTUB YKpBITHUS JleHu u
Jluccewl pa3saBUHYIMCH, U Ha IOJISIHKY BBIEI MOJIOAOW MyX4uHA. Menucca yciblana, Kak IIpU
BUJIC HETO [[€HU €€ CIBIIHO BBIPYrajcs.

MyxurHa OBUT OZIET BECbMa AKCTPaBaraHTHO: BMECTO MPUBBIYHBIX B3IVISAY JPKUHCOB — Y3KHE
YEepHBIC IITAHbI, BMECTO KYPTKU — PACIIMTHIA 30J0THIMU U CEPEOPUCTHIMU HUTIMHU Kam3oi. Bua
JOBEPIIAIA BBICOKME YEPHBIE CAIIOTH.

— boxe, u3 kakoro oH Beka? — THUXO npouentana Jlucca, eqsa caepxkusas cmex. J(eHu
MoKa3aj e KyJlaK U NPUII0KHI Maiel] K ryoam.

TeM BpeME€HEM CTPaHHOBATHIA MOJIOJIOM YEJIOBEK H3BJIEK U3 KapMaHa HECKOJIBKO KJIOUKOB
OyMaru U MPUHSJICS pa3BEIIMBaTh X MO OJIMKAUIIMM JAepeBbsiM. BCcTaB poBHO MO LEHTPY MOJISIHBI,
OH BBITSHYJI BIIEPE] MPAaByld PYKYy W MPHUIIyPWJ ONWH IVIa3, CJIOBHO IPHUIEIUBAACH B OJHO W3
JIepeBbEB. BHE3AMMHO U3 €r0 PyKU BBIPBAJICS MAJIEHbKUN OTOHEK U HA OTPOMHOM CKOPOCTH BPE3aJICs
B JIEpEBO TOYHO 1oJ Oymaxkoii. Kopa gepeBa BCbIxHyMA.

Jlucca 3acThuia ¢ pa3uHYTHIM OT U3yMiIeHUs pToM. OHa, HUKOTJ]a HE BEPUBIIAs B KaKue-JIu00
CBEPXbECTECTBEHHBIE CHUIIBI, BUJIEIIA Mepe]l COOOM KUBOE MOATBEPKACHUE UX CYILIECTBOBAHUS.

[Tapens ¢ qocanoil MaxHya pyKOW M CHOBa npuuenwicsa. Ha 3TOT pa3 oroHek nposjaeresr MUMo
HY)KHOTO JIepeBa M MPOKET HACKBO3b coceaHee. JIMIo mapHs CIenanoch 3JbIM, JaXKEe CBUPEIIbIM.
OH npuenanics B TpeTHil pa3. 3apsi, BEIPBaBIIMICS U3 €0 JaJOHH, IPEBOCXOIUI 110 pa3Mepy 00a
npeasiaynmx. OH CTpEMUTENBHO MPEO0JIEN PACCTOSTHUE OT PYKH JI0 AepeBa, U OyMakHasi MUILEHbD,
HaKOHEIl, 3aropeinach. [lapeHs cHOBa mpuuenwics U 0e3 MmepepbiBa PacCTPEssul €lIe HECKOJIbKO
JIEPEBBEB, MOHKUTAsT CBOM OyMaKKu. BhICTpesnbl M3 JIaJIoHW CTaHOBIJIMCH C KaXKIbIM Pa3oM BcCe
0oJiee METKMMH, U BCKOpPE BCE KJIOUKH OymMaru ObUIM COXKEHbI. [lapeHb yIOBIETBOPEHHO KUBHYI
caM cebe U KPYroBbIM [IBH)KEHHEM JIaJIOHW TOTacuil cpa3y BECh OTOHb, a MOTOM H3BJIEK U3
HarpygHOro KapMaHa OeJiblii TJIaToOK, BBITEP PYKHM U, OpOCHUB MOCIEIHUM B3IVISA Ha MOJISAHKY,
CKPBUICS B KYCTaX, OTKY/Ia MIOSIBUJICA.

JIOKIaBIIMCh, TMOKA IIOPOX €ro IAaroB CTUXHET, [€HH OCTOPOXKHO BBIIEN W3 YKPBITUA H
noadexan K OQHOMY M3 JbIMSIIMXCS JIepeBbeB. Jlmcca, MOpIiachk OT 3amaxa ropesioro JepeBa U
LIypsICh OT JbIMa, MOCJIEA0BAJIA 32 HUM.

bymaxkka Ha nepeBe, y KOTOPOro OCTaHOBWICA J{e€HHW, cropena HE IOJHOCTBIO, OTOHb HE
TPOHYJI BEPXHIOKO €€ YacCTh.

— Orto Obuia dotorpadus? — copocuna Menucca. JleHn oTopBall JUCTOK OT JepeBa U
paccMaTpuBal TO, YTO OCTAJIOCh OT U300pAKEHMUSI.

— 311ech HE 3HAIOT, YTO Takoe ¢oTorpaduu, — OTO3BAJICS OH. — ITO MOPTPET.

Menucca Opocuiia B3IISIT HA OCTaTOK KapTUHKU M YBUJENA JUIIb BEPXHIOK YaCTh YbEH-TO
rOJIOBBI C KMIIEJIBbHO-0EJIBIMU BOJIOCAMM.

— W g naxe 3Ha10, KTO TYT HApUCOBaH, — A00aBui JleHu.

Jlucca mogHsma OpOBb.

— Ilorinem k nomy. Tam Bce y3HaeUb.



I'1aBa 4

Korga onu nmomonumm k 3eMiisiHke, Memnncca emie pa3 MoAMBUIIACH dyjecaM MackupoBku. Ho
JleHn He nan el Kak cleAyeT BOCXUTUTBCS W 3araliii BHYTPb. 3aBUJEB MX Ha mopore, [Teinmx
B3BIJIACH C MECTA, KaK y)KAJICHHA.

— I'me Bac HocHII0 CTONBKO BpeMeHH?! MBI TyT 4yTh C yMa HE MOCXOUJIN !

— Ilpunwiocs TpUTOPMO3UTH HEHaJ0NT0, — cKkaszan Jlenu. — [lpuHIly ¢ yero-to B30peno E
rOJIOBY IOTPEHUPOBATHCS MOCPE/IN JIECA B METAHUM OTHSI.

— Orusa? — noansna oposu JladHa.

— Takux MaJeHbKMX KPAaCHBIX IIAPHUKOB, KOTOPBIE MOTYT HACKBO3b MPOXKEYb IEPEBO, —
nosiciuiia Menucca.

— DTo MJI0X0, — Haxmypuiiach Benau.

— KoHeuHo, Beib MOT BECh JIEC CTOPETH, @ MBI B HEM JKMBEM, MEXKY IIPOYUM.

— Jla He ato! S paHblle HE clblaia, 9ToObl Y MpUHIlA OblIa Takas cuia.

W Tyt Menucca 3ano3aaio coodpa3uiia, B YeM 0.

— IlocToiiTe, Tak 3TO U ObUT MIAIIEHbKUI? — YAWBUIIACH OHA.

— HNmenno, — oreetmi1 JleHu. — TOJIBKO HEMOHATHO, KAK OH OYYTHJICS TaK JAJEKO OT 3aMKa.

— Jlymaro, oH He XO4eT, 4TOOBI KTO-TO 3HAJ O €r0 HOBOM cuJjie, — MIpenosioxuina Benau. —
[ToaTOMy M yexan mojaasnblie, YToObI HCTTPOOOBATH €.

— Kcraru, 3Haere, Ha 4eM OH TpeHUpoBajicsi? — JleHH BBUIOKWI Ha CTOJI OOrOpeBIIMA
OOpBIBOK KapTHUHKH.
— Ha noptpere xoponessl? — JladHa mogsunyna k cede oOpriBok. — Iloxoke, HEHaBUCTh

00€3/10JICHHOTO TPUHIIA TPUOOPETAET HOBbIE OTTEHKH. MOXET, OH 3aMBICJIMII MOKYILICHUE Ha €€
BeJIMueCcTBO? BbUIO OBl HETIII0XO.

— OTO COBEPIICHHO HEBa)XHO, — 3asiBWiia Ilenmk. — [J1aBHOE — TO, YTO OH II€-TO B3SUI
cebe HOBYIO CUIy. Tak 4TO Temeph OH CMOXKET MOMKAPUTH JI000TO M3 HAC U JIaXKe IIa30M HE
MOpPTrHET!

— A BOT TYT ThI HE NpaBa, — BcTpsuia JInucca. — OH, Korga UEenuIics, OJUH a3 3a)KMypHUBaJL.

PebGsita paccMesunics. BeHin cTporo mocMoTpesna Ha HUX.

— 3HaeTe 4To, — CKa3ajia OHa CIOKOMHO. — BaM Haji0 mocepbe3HENd OTHOCUTHCS KO BCEMY.
OTH BallM IIyTOYKH JI0 100pa HE IOBEYT.

— Jla Oynmet Tebe Bopuarh, — yibiOHYnach JlapHa. — Eciu Obl HE 3TU HAIM IIyTOYKH, MBI
OBbI BCE 3/1ECh YK€ JJABHO CBUXHYIHCK. [Ipeiaraio moka 3akpbiTh TEMY CEPHE3HOCTU U BEPHYTHCS K
Hell Kak-HUuOyIb B APYrou pas.

— Touno, — nomnepxaina ee [lenmk. — JlaBaiTe nydiie nmogyMmaeM, Kak 3TOMY HEIOMEPKY
yIA710Ch 3aM0IYYUTh HOBBIE CIIOCOOHOCTH.

— Hagepnsika 3arpbI3 Koro-HuOyAb» U3 KOJIIyHOB, — cKpuBmiachk Jladua. lenn nepeaepHycs
OT OTBpAIIICHUS.

— Kak 310 — 3arpe3? — mnepecnpocuia Menucca U 3apaHee CMOPIIMIIACH, MPEIyrajaan
OTBET.

— OueHb NpOCTO, — pPaBHOAYIIHO Iponu3Hecia Benau. — Ileperpsi3 MIOTKY U BB KPOBB,
KaK OOBIKHOBEHHBIN BaMIIHD.

Menucce crano He 1Mo cebe, U OHAa HE OCMENWJIach OOJbIIE HUYETro CIpalmBarh. A pedsita
BEPHYIIHCH K pa3roBopy.



— A 4910, TakUM 00pa3oM MOKHO TMOJYYUTh UYXKYIO CHIIy? — C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM CIIPOCHII
Jlenu.

— Ha, — xuBHyna Benau. — Toapko yOUTH KONAyHA HE KaXIbld cMOkeT. UToObl 3a0parh
ce0e KOJJOBCKYIO CHIIy, HaJo ObITh YMHBIM M OY€Hb CHJIbHBIM (U3UUYECKH, MAru4ecku Hu
MopaibHO. [IpUHIT Kak pa3 Takoil U €CTb — OH XuTep U yMeH. OH BaMIup, a BAMIIUPHI 001adat0T
OrpoMHO# (¢usnmueckod cuiod. OH HaAMOJOBUHY IIAMaH, M S yBEpEHa, €ro Maru4eckue
CIIOCOOHOCTH MPEBBIIIAIOT BO3MOXKHOCTH OOBIMHBIX KOJAYHOB. Hy a mopanpHO... OH Beap He
YEJI0BEK, a 3HAYUT, Y HETO HE MOXKET ObITh HU CThIJIa, HU COBECTH, U BOOOILIE HUYETO, YTO MOIJIO ObI
€My MOMEIIATh YOUBATh.

— Jlaxxe cTpaHHO, YTO YEJOBEK C TAKMM CHMIIATUYHBIM JIMIIOM MOXET OBbITh yOWHIeH, —
3ameTmiia Jlucca. JleHW Kak-TO CTpPaHHO MOCMOTPEN HAa HEE — TO JIM C HACMELIKOW, TO JH C
YKOPOM.

— BHemmocTh yacTo ObIBa€T 0OMaH4YMBa, — corjacuiiach Benau.

— Kcraru, a ¢ yero Tbl B3s1, UTO Ha MOPTpETe ObLIa KOpoJjeBa? — MouHTepecoBasiach Jlucca
y Jlenu. — TbI %K€ roBOpUJI, YTO HUKOTJA €€ HE BUJIEI.

— JT0 5 roBopmia, — ckazana Jlabua. — JleHu-To Kak pa3 Buaea. A BOT MbI ¢ Ilelk He
HMMEeJId Y€CTU MOO00INATHCS C €€ BEINYECTBOM JIMYHO.
— Hanerock, u He TIpUIeTCs, — JEpHYIA IJIeYOM ee moapyra. — Takoro OOIIeHHS 5, TPSIMO

CKaXXEM, HE KaXKIy.

— Ecmu Bel Tak um Oygere BecTH ce0s, Kak Mayble J€TH, TO 00s3arellbHO C Hew
MMO3HAKOMUTECh, — CEPAUTO IpoBopuana Benu.

— OmnsaTe TH 32 cBoe, — 3akarwia mia3za [ladbua, HO Tyt JleHH penms BMeNaThCs, HE JaB
pa3ropeThes nepenake.

— Ilo-moemy, HaM ceifuac HYXKHO MOAKPENUTHCS, — 3adBUI OH. — 3-32 BHE3AMMHOTO BU3UTA
€ro BBICOYECTBA B HAIII KPast Mbl COBCEM 3a0bLIHU O €]I€.

Kenynoxk Menuccsl, CIIOBHO YCIBIIIAB €T0 CII0BA, TPYCTHO 3aypyall.

— TMonHOCTBIO TEOS TOAAEPIKUBALO.

— S cxoxy 3a ¢pykramu, — Ileiipk BcTana u3-3a crosa, 1 Menucce BlepBble OpOCHIIOCH B
rjia3a, Kakoro MaJIeCHbKOTO POCTa 3Ta JICBYIIIKA.

— Boo011ie-T0, 51 oyMbIBa HABEIAThCS B TABEPHY.

— UYTo0bl TEOSI TaM 0O0sA3aTeNbHO 3aMelii, — Mokadayia rojgoBol Benmau. — Her yx, eme
OJHOM >KEPTBHI TOJIOJIA HAM HE HAJO.

— Eime ogHOM? — 0cTOpOoXHO nepectpocuiia JIncca.

— C namu Obut eme Dpegau, Mot aApyr, — TsoKeno B3goxHyna Jladbua. — OnH pemmn
pa3noObITh JIJIsl HaC KaKoW-HUOYAb €bl B TAaBEpHE U HE BEpHYJCS. [ 1e OH U YTO C HUM TENepPb, MbI
HE 3HAEM.

OHa 1MoKOBbIpsiIa MeHb 00JJOMaHHBIM HOTTEM, SIBHO M30eras cCMOTpEeTh Ha Apy3ei. Menucca
OMyCTHJIA TJ1a3a.

— IIpocTu, — THxX0 ckazana oHa. — Sl He XoTena Te0e HAOMUHATb.

— DT0 He Thl HanoMHMIa, — Benau npuobHsiia {adny, xenas yreumrs.

— JlagHo, He OymeM o rpyctHOM, — JladHa AepHyTa miedoM, cOPOCUB PyKy MOAPYrH. —
JlaBauite ny4iie o ene.

— Ilpennararo moliMars B JIeCYy OXOTHHKA, 32KapUTh €r0 Ha KOCTPE U CHECTb, — HAPOYHUTO
CEpbE3HBIM TOHOM cka3all [lenn. — C anmneTuToM.

— dy, — nomopumiaack Menucca. — He Tak yx s U Toj07Ha, 4TOOBI MPOOOBATh HA BKYC



YEJIOBCUHHY.

— IIpobGoBars umo?! — pacxoxotanach Ileimk. — Ecnm xodemn 3HaTh, 37€Ch, KpOME Hac,
YUCTOKPOBHBIX JIFOJIEN OT CHJIBI COTHS, J1a U T€ CUJAT B3aIEPTU B KPETIOCTH.

— Her, BosiHe BO3MOXHO, YTO U IPYrHe 3aTBOPHUKHU JI0 CUX TTOP Ha CBOOOJE.

— Iloromu, kak Tbl cKazamna?.. Yucmokposuwlx INIOAEN? — HE IMOBEpPUJIA CBOMM yIllaM
Menucca.

— Hy na. EcTb ele HeUMCTOKPOBHBIE, 3a4arble YEJIOBEKOM U JIeMOHOM. He umeer 3HaueHus,
T0OpPOBOJILHO WJIM HACWJIBHO OHU ObUIM 3a4arbl. [T1TaBHOE, YTO OHU COYETAIOT B ce0e KayecTBa U
JIIOJIEN, U YPOJIOB, OT KOTOPBIX ObLIN POKICHHBI.

— JIeMOHBI MOTYT 3a4aTh JETEU C JIIOJbMHU? ITO YKACHO...

— HMX odueHb Mano, dTUX JaeTei, — cka3ana Benagum. — MoXHO cKka3aTh, €IMHHUIIBL. 3J1€Ch
TaKUX HEJOJIOOIMBAIOT, WX HA3bIBAIOT CMELICHIIAMU W Yallle BCero youBaioT. B ocHOBHOM wuX
Marepu — MPOCThIC KEHIMHBI, & OTIBI — BAMIIMPHI WJIK BapJaOoKHU. KOJIAYHBI peIKO CIYTHIBAKOTCS
C JIIONbMHU, OHU OoJiee pa3dopuuBbl. Kpome TOro, KpoBOCMEIIEHHE TaKOro poja HE3aKOHHO,
MO3TOMY OOJIBIIMHCTBO MOJYKPOBOK JIOJITO HE KUBET.

— A KTO BOOOIIIE TakKe BapJIOKu? — 3ajaia Jlucca 1aBHO HE JaBaBIIMU €1 MOKOS BOIPOC.

— Bapnokun — »T10 mpumutuBHas popmMa KoJIayHOB. Bapiokw MCMONMB3YIOT TakoW pas3ien
MPAKTUYECKOM YEPHOW MAarvMu, Kak 3aKJIWHAHWA, a 3aKJIMHAHWUS OTU HE BCErla JCHCTBEHHBIL
Konnmynam ke, B OTIMYME OT BapJIOKOB, HE HY)KHBI BCIIOMOTaTEIbHbIE CII0Ba, YTOOBI MOJIb30BaTHCS
CBOEH CHUJIOH.

Jlucca momomnyana, ocMbiciauBas uHopmainuo. MHTEpecHo, moyeMy Ha BCE €€ BOIPOCH]
MOCTOSTHHO oTBeuaeT Benau? OTKyna eil CTOJIBKO BCEro U3BECTHO?

— Tb1 Tak MHOTO 3Haeb 00 3TOM MUpE... CKOJIBKO THI YK€ 3J1€Ch KUBEILb?

— JKu3HBIO 3TO HA3BaTh TPYAHO JAXKE C HATSIKKOW, — YCMEXHYIIach Benau. —  cymecTByro
31€Ch YK€ OKOJIO IMOJIyTOpa JIET.

Menucca tuxo axayna. Heyxenu eil Toxxe mpuaeTcsi HPOBECTH 31ECh CTOJIBKO BpeMeHu?!

— Ilo moum noxcueram, Mbl ¢ JIeHU 3/1€Ch NIPUMEPHO MECSLIEB ECATH, HO 3@ JIOCTOBEPHOCTH

ATUX IIOICYETOB 51 HE Mopydych, — ckazana Ileimpk. — Hac moiimanu npsMo Ha yaune — Mbl
BO3BpaLIAJIMCh C BEUEPUHKU. JloMa HAC TaKk ¥ HE JOKIAJINUCh.
— A wmbl ¢ OpegoM OTAbIXalld Ha OPUPOAE C KOMIIaHWeH, — mopana rojoc Jladpua. —

Bedepom MBI BIBOEM pelIMIIM TPOTYISITHCA IO Jiecy... Jloporo ke Ham 3TO 000IUIOCh. ITO MECTO
YK€ YCIEJI0 MHE OCTOYEPTETh, XOTh 51 HE )KUBY 3/I€Ch TAK JI0JT0, KaKk Benau.

— U mue Toxe, — moaaepxkana ee [lelmk. — 3aech HUKOTAa HE ObIBACT COJIHIIA, S TaK TI0
HEMY COCKY4YHUJIach!

— A 1 — 10 HOpMaJIBbHOM €Jie, — npoBopyan JleHu.

— Ox yx 311 MmyxuuHbl! Bece mbicnu Tonbko o ene! — Jladgua miyrnuBo HUienHylna ero mo
KHUBOTY.

— A 3adem OHH BOOOIIE Bac MOXUTUIN? — cripocuiia Jlucca.

— Mpb1 ¢ ®pegom yrogwiM B MOpTal HEYassHHO, — TnepBoil orBerwia Jlapua. —

[IpoBanuiauch, Kak OYATO B sIMY, U HUYETO HE TTOHSIIN.
— A MBI ¢ /[eHHn TpOCTO MOABEPHYIIHUCH UM IO/ PYKY Ha IMTYCTBIHHOM YJIUIE TEMHON HOYBIO.
— OHU He BceX JIIJIe MOXUINAI0T MPOCTO TaK, — BMeanach Benau. — EcTh Takue nroau,
KOTOpBIE XOTST 3HATh OOJIbIe, YeM UM Iojaraercs. HaunHaioT 4yuTarh «MHTEPECHBIE» KHUTH O
BaMMupax U OOOPOTHSX WJIM NMPaKTUKOBarb Maruio. Takue JIOAM BO BHEIIHEM MHUpE JEMOHaM
COBEpIIICHHO HE HYXHBI, I OHU IPOCTO-HAMPOCTO 3a0MpaloT MX OTTyda. He Bcex, KOHEUHO, a



TOJIBKO T€X, KTO CEPbE3HO YBIICKAETCS HEYUCTOM CUIIOM. ECIM €MOHBI YBEPEHBI, YTO YEJIOBEK
JOCTUT OOJBIIMX YCIIEXOB B MaruvM, €ro 3acTaBisSIOT MPONTH uchbiTaHue. [Iporen — 3HauwMT,
YAOCTOUIILCS pa3roBopa ¢ KopojeBoil. Her — Oynens BMecTe ¢ ApYruMHU JIFOIbMU CYILIECTBOBATH B
CTE€HaX KPEMOCTH, HE 3HAasl O TOM, YTO TBOPUTCS CHAPYKHU, U PAHO WJIU MO3JHO CTAHEIIb YbUM-TO
VKHUHOM. A YCHEIIHBIM MaraM KOpOJIeBa CTABUT YCJIOBHE: IMOCTYIAW IMOJ MOE PYKOBOACTBO WIJIH
Oyzmeib yout. Y Jirofiel HET BbIOOpAa — OHM CTAHOBATCS 1107 €€ 3HAMEHa W BCTYMAIOT B apMHIO
TEMHBIX CHJI. M Kak pe3ynpTar — MPEBPaIAlOTCA B HACTOSIIMX JIEMOHOB. TaKuX JIOJE HA3bIBAKOT
MOCBSIIIIEHHBIMH.

— Bce acHo, — xuBHyna Menucca. — Bot Tonbko npu yeM TyT 7 Bel yTBepxkiaete, 4To
MEHS MOXUTHUIIN HE TPOCTO TaK, 3HAYUT, €CTh KaKas-To npuurHa. Ho Maruto-to s He u3ydaia, i yx
Tem OoJsiee HE MpakTUKoBasa. Jla, eciiu 4ecTHO, s U He BepuJia B Hee HUKora!

— Ecnu Th1 KOrIa-HUOYIh y3HACIIL OTBET HA CBOM BOMPOC, 00A3aTe€NIbHO PACCKaKU HaM, — C
JIETKUM pasapakeHueM npousHecna [lenmx.

— Mosxer, Jiydilie BEpHEMCS K BOIIPOCY O €Jie? — MUPOI0OUBO MOMHTEpecoBajics JleHu.

Tema mnponuTaHusi BCE K€ OKa3zalach akTyallbHOW. Yepe3 HeKoTopoe BpeMs ObLIO
€IMHOTIIACHO PEMICHO BBUIA3KY HA MOWCKU MMUIIK OPYYUTH JleHu.

— W Hango KOMy-TO 3aHATH HAOIIOAATENbHBIM MOCT, — HanmoMHWiIa Benau. — Ybs ceifvac
odepean?

— Mosi, — B3noxuyna ladbua. — Wnewm, [lenn.

— Tb1 He Oynenb ecTh? — yAUBUIICA TOT.

— Iloem Ha mecTe.

JladHa nepBoit ckpbUiach B TeMHOM Kopujope. Ee CryTHUK OKMHY/I TMPOIAIbHBIM B3IVISIOM
MPAYHYI0 KOMHATY U TOXE YAATUJIICS.

Jlucca moepHynach k Benau.

— Yo ere 3a HaOIIOAATENBHBIN TOCT?

— IlpumepHo B mosydace XoanObl OTCIOAAa ecTh Oonbimasi gopora. Ecnmu korma-HuOydb
OXOTHUKHU PEIIAT XOPOUIEHHKO OOBICKATh 3TOT Y4YacCTOK Jieca, TO MOEAYT UMEHHO MO Heill. Ml
HaIIUTU TaKO€ MECTO, C KOTOPOTO BEIIUKOJEIHO TPOCMAaTPUBAETCS B 00€ CTOPOHBI OYEHB JITTUHHBIN
y4acTOK JIOPOTH, W TEIepb IO OYepeld KaxJble CYTKU JeKYypUM TaM. OXOTHUKH OOBIYHO
MEePEABUTAIOTCS TPYIIAaMHU, UX BUJHO HU3JAJIEKA U JIETKO MOKHO OTJIMYUTH OT MPOCTHIX MECTHBIX
KUTEIIEH.

— To ecTh, ecii TO30pHBIM 3aMETUT OXOTHUKOB W BOBPEMs IMPEAYNPEIUT HAC, MBI YCIIEEM
YUTH, — TOJbITOXkUIa [lernmxk.

— Tonpko Hemaneko, — MECCUMUCTUYHO Jo0aBmia Benan.
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JleHn BCKOpe BEPHYJICA.

— CnaBa BceM CBSTbIM! — Bo3jienia pyku k HeOy [leitpk, yBuIeB ero Ha mopore.

— Papyenibcst MHE WM TOMY, YTO Sl IPUHEC €4y? — yCTal0 MOIIyTUJ TapEHb.

— DI'mynibrit! — yneiOHynacs ero cectpa. — Caauch CKOpei, OTTIOXHHU.

— Her, criacu6o, s moiiy cnars.

[loxxenaB neByIlIKaM IPUATHOTO anneTuTa, JleHu yaanuics.

— OH Bce-Taku XOAWJ B TaBepHY, — 3aMmeTuia Benmau, pa3BepHyB OyMaKHBIM CBEPTOK,
KOTOPBIM MpuHec A00BITYMK. TaM ObLTH HECKOJIBKO KYCOYKOB XJieOa, TOMUJIOP, CebAepen U mapa
CTPEJIOK 3E€JIEHOrO JIyKa.

— W >TuM MOXHO HaecThCs? — HEJIOBOJIBHO (BIpKHYIa Menucca, yBUACB CONEPKUMOE



CBEpPTKA.

— Ilomomun, — mnocoBetoBana Ileimk. — IlokuBU 37eCh C MOe€, W MOMMEIIb. HaJC
JIOBOJILCTBOBATbCA TE€M, YTO HMMeellhb. OBOIM M 3€JIEHb IS OOJBIIMHCTBA JIEMOHOB — OTXOIBI,
MOATOMY U X JIer4e BCEro pa3ao0bITh.

— Bor, Tyr eme Msco, — Benau usBiekia u3 OOpBIBKOB OyMaru TpH OTJIMYHBIX KYyCKa
XapeHoro msca. JIncca HeJOBEPUMBO MOKOCHUIACHh HA YYyTh TOATOPEBIINE JIOMTHKH.

— A BBI HE IyMaETE, 4TO 3TO MOXET OBITh. ..

— YenoBeune? — yxmbuibHynach Ileipk. — HeT, 3TO COBEpIIEHHO OOBIYHBIE CBUHBIE
oTOuBHBIC. Pa3Be 4TO MPUTOTOBICHHBIE HEYMETIO. ..
— Ecnmm xoturte, MOXkeTe NOAECIUTH MO JOJK0 TOIoJaM, — MNOpeioxuia Benau,

MOJ0JIBUTAsi CBOM KycOouek Msca K codbeceanuiiaMm. Menucca U3yMIIEHHO MOHsIa OpOBH.

— KaxeTcs, MUHYTY Ha3aJ MHE CKAa3aJId I0BOJILCTBOBATHCA TEM, UTO €CTb. ..

— Sl mpocTo He ronogHa, — nepebusia ee Bennu. — bepu, noka npennaratoT. U He 3agaBaii
JIMIIHUX BOITPOCOB.

JIucca ykpankou nmocmortpena Ha Ilenmxk. Ta, moxoxe, coBcem He ynuBmiacb. OHa Moiya
pas3IoMuIIa TPETUH KYCOK MsICA U MPOTSIHYJIa Menucce NoJ0BUHKY.

[lepexycus, JIucca mouyBcTBOBajga c€0st HEMHOTO JIyUIIIe.

— HHTEpecHO, CKOJIIBKO CEMYac BPEMEHHU. .. — IMPOTSIHYJIA OHA.

— Bpewms 31ech onpenenuTs HEBO3MOXHO, — HEBO3MYTUMO OTO3Basach Benau. — Ho mory ¢
YBEPEHHOCTBIO CKa3aTh, YTO yXK€ MO3JHO.

— Kak e Tb1 310 onpeaensien? Eciu 3/1eCh HET COJIHIIA, TO, MO JIOTUKE, U BPEMS CYTOK HE
JOJDKHO MEHATBCS, Pa3BE HE TAK?

— He nnm noruky B Mupgnaire. 3nech Bce mo-apyromy. CBeTioe BpeMs CYTOK CMEHSETCS
TEMHBIM 0€3 y4acTusi HEOECHBIX CBETHUJI, IPUYEM HOYb 3]IeCh BCEIJa JUIMHHEE AHS. TeMHOoTa BeJb
KA3HEHHO Ba)KHA ISl TECMHBIX CO3JJaHUU.

Jlucca B3MIsIHYNIa HA CBOM HApy4YHbBIE YacChl, PO KOTOphIE cOBceM 3a0buia. OHa MOKa3bIBAIH
BOCEMb YaCOB.

— Haugnas Tb1, — ycmexnynach [leitpk. — ['oBopsrt ke Tede, BpeMst 371eCh He OIpeAeisieTcsl.
UTO TONKY CMOTPETH Ha YaChl, €CJIM OHU BCE PABHO CTOAT?

Menucca nocmoTpena He nudeponar eme pa3. CekyHaHas CTpeika He IBUTalach.

— Yeprt, ¥ npasaa, CTOAT.

— Bce yachl 0CTaHaBIMBAKOTCS MIPU TPOXOKICHUN Yepe3 NopTajl, — nosicHuina Benau.

— A MOOWNBHUKH TIepecTaloT JercTBoBaTh, — jgoOaBmia lledimx. — Mol mpocTo
OTKJIFOUMJICS 1 OOJIBINE HE padoTal.

— A s CBOM TJe-TO moTepsiia. 3HAYUT, MOU Yachl €I TT03aBuepa ocTaHOBUIKCH? Kaxercs, B
3TO BpeMs 5 OblIa B jiecy, nuia kK Jkency...

Menucca 3amHylnach, BCIIOMHHB O CBO€M BO3i0OJIeHHOM. OHa yXKe ycrmejla Mo HeMy
COCKYUYHUTHCS.

— V¥ Te0st ObUT TSDKENBIA JeHb, — TpepBaia ee Mbiciau [lelmk. — Thl MOXeElb Jieub CHaTh
IPSIMO CelYac, €CJIU XOYelllb.

— Iloxaiyi, Tel mpaBa. MHE IEVCTBUTENBHO HYKEH COH.

ITocne 3arxyioro Bo3ayxa KOMHAThl CITAJIBHA MOKa3zanach Menucce NpoxXiIafHON U CBEXKEU —
BUJIMMO, 3/I€Ch ObUIO OoJibllle OTAYIIMH B MOTOJKe. HalymaB Ha MOy Tpsnbe, CIYXHUBILEE
3aTBOPHUKAM TIOCTENbl0, JluMcca ynerack Ha HEro, 3aBEepHYIach B OAESUIO U MTHOBEHHO
MPOBAJINJIACH B COH.
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Jlucca mpocHynach TOBOJIBHO MO3HO — KUTENN 3EMJIISTHKU YK€ COOpaiCh 3a CTOJIOM.

— JloGpoe yTpo, — BsIO TONpUBETCTBOBAIA ee el K.

— He no0poe, — nipoBopuaiia Jlucca u mitoxHynach Ha OpeBHO. — A t1ie Benau?

— Ha nocty, — conHo oTo3Banack Jlapua. — S BepHyach Ha paccBeTe.

Ona mogHAJIach HA HOTH.

— CHnoKOMHOM HOYH... TO €CTh, IHS, — cKa3ajia Jlucca. — CioBOM, CIagKHUX CHOB.

— Cnacu60, — ynbsiOHynack JlagHa u ObICTpO BBIIILIA U3 KOMHATHIL.

— Kak crranocs, JIucca? — nounrtepecoBaiics Jlenu. — Thl BEpTEIach 1 METAIACH BCIO HOYb.

— Tlo omymenusiM — Kak OyaTo M HE craja, — 3€BHYIA JICBYIIKA.

— Hy Huuero, 310 ¢ HenpuBbuky, — yremmia ee [lenmxk.

— Jloma-t0, HEOOCh, MATPACUK TTOMSTYE OBLIT, UeM 3]1eCh?

— UYro-TO s 3/1€Ch HE 3aMeTuja Mmoj co0oil Marpacuka, — He oleHwna myrky Jlucca. Ona
CUWJINJIACh BCIIOMHUTh CBO€ CTPAHHOE CHOBUJICHUE, U3-3a KOTOPOTO TaK BEPTENIACh 3TOM HOYbIO, HO
C HACTYIUJIEHUEM HOBOTO JIHS €€ MaMsTh CJIOBHO pa3Besia TYCTOW COHHBIA TypMaH.

Hexoropoe BpeMs Bce cusienu B Moiiuanuu. [lotrom Menurcca, 4ToObl OTBIEYLCS OT MBICIIEH O
CTpAIHOM CHE, pEIIMJIach 3a4aTh BOIPOC.

— Pe0sr, a Benau Bcerna takas?

bpar ¢ cecTpoil eperyisiHyJIUCh.

— Kakasa?

— Hy... cepbesnast.

PebsiTa meperisiHyIMCh CHOBA, HAa TOT pa3 C YJIBIOKaMHU.

— U He Tonbko cepbe3Has, — kuBHyna [lelimpx. — Euie 3aragoynas u ctpanHas. Mel 10 cux
MOp TOJIKOM HE 3HAaE€M, KTO OHA Takasi U OTKYy/a 3/1eCh B3su1ach. OHa HUKOT]a HUYEro O ceOe HaM He
pacckaspiBasia, XOTS BCIO HaIlly OJHOTOTHYIO JJABHO YK€ 3HAET.

— Hu pa3zy He oOMonBUIacs HU CIOBeUKOM, — moATrBepaut Jlenn. — Hu o cBoelt mpexHein
KA3HU, HU O POJIHBIX U APY3bsAX. MBI faxe HE 3HaeM, CKOJIbKO €U JIET.
— Buepa, xorzma Mbl 00 3TOM 3aroBOpuIIM, OHa CMEHMJIA TeMy, — BcrioMHmia Jlucca. — U

elIe yBUJIbHYJIA OT OTBETA, KOT/A 1 CHPOCHIIa, 3a4eM Bac NOXUTUIU. Heykenu Bl MOIIIM MPOKUTh
C HEW MOJ OJHOM KPBIIIEN CTOIBKO BPEMEHH U HE PACCIIPOCUTH?

— DTa Tema JaBHO 3aKphiTa, — NoXkajia ruiedaMu llewmpk. — PaHbIe MBI NBITAIUCh €€
paccrpaimBarb, HO BCKOpE MOHSJIM, YTO 3TO O€cIojie3HO. Mbl MPUBBIKIN K HEHl W MPUHUMAaeM
Tako, Kakasi oHa ecTb. M mbI eil noBepsieM. Ecim Obl oHa cobupanach ciaTh HaC OXOTHUKaM, TO
y)Ke TaBHO OBI 3TO cjesaia.

— K Tomy ke, MBI HE TaK yX H JIOITO JXMUBEM ¢ HeW, — mo0aBun Jlenn. — Benaw
MPUCOEMHUIIACH, K HaM BCETO HECKOJIBKO MecsleB Ha3zaja. OHa mokaszaja HaM 3Ty 3€MIISHKY,
MMOCTPOEHHYIO JIaBHBIM-JIABHO JIPYTUMH O€TIIBIMHM 3aTBOPHUKAMHU. MBI HEMHOIO MOJIaTalId €€ U C
TEX MOP MPSUYEMCS 371ECh.

— Bor, 3Hauut, kak, — npotsHyna Jlucca. — OHa Bcerga Takas CIOKOWHAs, ¢ TaKUM
PaBHOAYIIMEM pacCKa3blBa€T 000 BCEM, UYTO MPOUCXOAUT B 3TOM Mupe... Kak Oyaro ei
COBEpIIIEHHO Oe3pa3IM4yHO, 4YTO ¢ HEel OOK O OOK JKMBYT KPOBOXKAJIHBIE BAMIIMPHI U 3J00HBIC
KOJIJTYHBI, KOTOPBIE MOXKUPAIOT APYT Ipyra U3-3a KaKUx-To TaM cuji. Ho Beab 3TO HEHOpMaIbHO —
TOBOPHUTH 00 3TOM CIIOBHO O KAKOM-HUOY/Ib OOBIKHOBEHHOM Y)KMHE WJIM YyTPEHHEH mpolexKe!

— OHa npocTo yXK€ CIMIIKOM JO0JIT0 XWBET B MuJHalTe, — BCTYNWJACh 3a MOAPYTY
Iletmk. — 3HAYUTENLHO IOJIBIIE, YeM JIF000M U3 HAac.



— A MoOXeT, OHa Ha caMOM Jelie KaKoe-HUOydb XJIaJHOKPOBHOE YYIOBHIIIE,
3aMaCKHUpPOBAHHOE MO/ YeoBeKa. Bce BO3MOKHO.

bpar ¢ cecTpoit paccMesIuCh.

— He nonuMmaro, ¢ uero Tbl BOOOIIE TaK Ha HEE HAMyCTUJIACh? — MUPOIOOUBO
nouHTepecoBaiics JleHu.

— 51 He Hamyckanace, — orpe3Hynnace Menucca. — S mpocrto ckasana, yro Benau ctpaHHasl,
BOT U BCE.

— JlagHO-11agHO, TOJMBKO HE HANO BhIMyckarh kortu! He npeBpammaiics B rapnuto. Tepners He
MOTY, KOT/1a AEBYIIKH CEPIATCH.

— MoxeT, ToToMy, YTO OOHMIILCA MOMACTh MOJ TOPSUYI0 PYKY? — JyKaBO MOAMUTHYIIA €My
cectpa. JleHn oTMaxHycs.

— Jla vy Te6s1. S Hu4Yero He 6OIOCH.

JIucca HeTOBEpUUBO XMBIKHYIIA.

— Tak, — He Bblepxana lleiimk. — Bce, xBarut OostoBHu. [[eHu, He mopa ju Tebe
MPOTYJIATHCA?

— 3aueM? — He MOHSUI MapPEHb.

— He 3Haro, kak 151, a 1 nporoyioganack. M JIucca Toxe. [Ipasna, Jiucca?

— JIeMCTBUTENBHO, B )KEIYAKE COBCEM ITYCTO.

— [loMHUIIb T€ YyIECHBIE STOJBI, KOTOPBIE HENABHO mpuHecia Benau? S, kaxercs, Buaena
WX HeMoJiajeKy oT poanuka. Hermmoxo Obuto Obl TaM MOMCKATh.

— YepT, Hy noueMy Bcerda g7 — BCIUIECHYI pyKaMH J[€eHWM W HampaBWICA K BBIXOMY. —
Jlagno. ITonmyrHo BoabI HaOepy, a TO Halla UISHKKA YK€ IMOYTH IycTasl.

— Bort u nnpaBunibHO, — cka3ana llenmk, u JleHu Bbiel. — A MOTOM MbI CXOJIUM K 03€pY.
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Tak mpouura Hegens. 3a 3TO BpeMsi Menncca NMpUBBIKIIA K KU3HU o7 3emuier. OHa ycrena
KPEIKO MOAPYXUTHCS C 3aTBOPHULIAMHU M MPOHUKHYTHCS TOpPSYEH CUMITATHEW K HUM BCEM. Bor
TOJbKO ¢ JleHu oTHoIIeHUs He ckiaabBaimuch. [louemy-To Jluccy ¢ KaxapM JHEM Bce OOJIbIle
paszipaxano ero NmoBeJeHUE, BHIBOAWIMW M3 ceO0s ero HIyTOYKW M MOMNBITKH 3aurpbiBaTh C HEW.
Kax el eHb MEXIy HEH M MapHEM 3aBA3BIBAIMCH mepenanku. JIncca 4yBCTBOBaIa, KaK MEXKIY
Hell u Jlenu pasBepsaeTcs mIyOoKasi IponacTh, a OHa 3TOTO HE XOTeJla — BCE-TaKU KUBET C HUM
1101 OJTHOM KPBILIEH.

Ku3Hp Tekna cBouM uepenoM. Menucca TOCTENEHHO YIOPSAOYMBAJIA B TOJIOBE BCHO
MOJIy4CHHYIO OT 3aTBOPHUKOB WH(POPMAITUIO O MHUPE, B KOTOPOM BOJICIO CYALOBI € MPUXOTUTCS
Tenepb XWUTh. boibllle 3aHATHCS € ObUIO HedYeM: IMOoKa JApPYyrue Mo Oouepeau XOIuidu B J030p,
BOpOBaJIM €7y B ONu3iexaliell AepeBHE WM coOMpanu MponuTaHue B jecy, JIucca BhIHYXIIEHA
ObUTa CHJIETHh B 3€MJIIHKE U MasThCA OT CKyku. OHa HUKAK HE MOTIJIa B35ITh B TOJIK, [IOYEMY €€ HE
MyCKAIOT HU Ha HaOJIOJaTeNIbHbIN MOCT, HU B JIeC HA MOUCKHU AUKUX (PPYKTOB U AT0J, KOTOPHIMU
MUTAJIUCH 3aTBOPHUKU. KOHEUHO, OHA €Ille HOBUYOK B 3TOM CTPAHHOM 3aKOJIJOBAHHOM MHUpPE, HO
OHAa BeJIb U3Yy4HJia BCIO TEOPHIO, ITOpa Obl Y)Ke MPUCTYNUTh U K TpakTuke! Kak MOXXHO MOHSTH CyTh
JeNa, €CliM €l HE IMO3BOJIAIOT YBUJETh BCE COOCTBEHHbIMU Mazamu? OJHax bl OHA 3aBelia
pasroBop Ha 3Ty Temy ¢ llelmxk, u Ta orBeTHna, 4To MOroBoput ¢ Benau. Ho Tonky u3 3Toro He
BHINIDTIO: BeHau Bech cnepyrommii AeHb HaOmoana 3a JInccoil, a MoToM CHOBA cjieliajia BUJI, 9TO O
Hell 3a0buta. Menucca ObUla KpaifHe pa3odapoBaHa, HO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, cMmupmiachk. Eif
OCTABAJIOCh TOJIBKO JIEXKATh LIEIbIMU JTHSIMH B CIIAJIBHOM KOMHATE Ha IOJIy U MBITaThCS Pa3mIsSAETh
B KPOMEIIHOM ThbME IOTOJIOK 3€MJISSHKU. Takas »XW3Hb yrHeTajga ee Bce OoJibllie W OOoJbIle, U



JACBYIIIKA Ha4aJIa TadThb Ha IJIa3ax. OHa HEOXOTHO pa3roBapuBalia ¢ TOBApUIIAMH, CJIda MCHBIIIC BCCX
N MHOI'O BPpCMCHHU IIPOBOAMIIA B OINHOYCCTBC, 3a0HBIIHCH B KaKOﬁ-HH6y,Z[I) YroJ.
Ho BCKOPEC BCC UBMCHUJIOCH B OAHOYACHC.



I'1aBa s

Beuep nmpotekai, kak 00bIYHO, TUXO U PA3MEPEHHO.

[leitmk, cuas y MHs, B TYCKJIOM CBET€ CBEYM MOTHYTOM WUTOJIKOW Jjarajia IraHbl Opara. Jlenu,
HareBasi 4To-TO ce0e MoJ HOC, CKOOJMI HOXKOM JUIMHHYIO BETKY JEepeBa, 3a0CTpsisi €e KOHEll Ha
MaHep Kombd. JIMcca TUXOHBKO CHIENA PAIOM C HUM Ha MOJYy W BOPOIIMIIA MAIbIAMU NaAI0IIE
M3-T0J1 HOXKa CTPYKKHU.

Bennu, eme Oosnee 3agymuuBasi, 4eM OOBIYHO, CHUJIENA, HAXMYPHUBIIMCh, B TEMHOM YLy
KOMHATBHI.

— He Hano 6su10 ceromus oTmyckars JlagHy Ha moct, — cka3ajia OHa, HAaKOHEII, ITOAHSBIIMCH
C MECTA, U MOJI0IUIA K ITHIO. Y AUBIICHHBIN J[€eHH OTOpPBAJICA OT CBOErO KOIIBS.

— Jr10 eme nouemy?

— MHe kaxercs, ¢ Hell 4To-To He JaaHo. MoxkeT, oHa 3a0onena. OHa He crajia MPOLUIoN
HOYBIO JIO0 CAMOTO yTpa, BOPOUAIACH BCE BPEMHI.

— A yTpoM Ha JeXypcTBO yuuia moyiya, — jgoOaswiia Ileimk, mepekychiBas HUTKY, H
nojoxuia nepes JleHu ero mraHbl. — IDTO Tak Hemoxoxe Ha [ladHy, oHa 0OBIYHO TpeumT O€3
YMOIJIKY.

— He unmTe MUIHUX MOBOAOB Il OECIOKOMCTBa, — BMemanach Jlucca pasapaxeHHO. —

3aBTpa NOroBopuM C Hel. Bo3aM0kHO, OHA TPOCTO B [ypHOM HAaCTPOEHUH, U KTO €€ 33 3TO OCYIUT?

— Ja, TeI IpaBa, — KuBHYJa Benau.

Bckope cBeda B 3eMIISTHKE TToracia. 3aTBOPHUKH YIIETIIUCh CIATh.

Jlucca cnana OeCrOKONHO; €l CHWJIMChH pa3po3HEHHbIE 00pa3bl U3 MPOUUIoN Ku3HU: J[xkeiic,
BCE BpeMsI MOBTOPSIONMII ee uMsl, cectpenka KumOepnu, koTopas ¢ rmjiayeM 3Baja €€, U Impornasiias
0e3 BecTu crapiuas cectpa. JIucca npitanach OTKIMKHYTHCS HA X KPUKHU, HO KaXKJIbI pa3, CTOMIIO
€1 OTKPBITh POT, HAJIETAJI CUIIBHBIA BETEP M OTHOCHII €€ CJIOBA B IPYIyl0 cTOpoHY. OHa Iurakaia u
METaJIACh, HO HUYErO HE MOTJIA MOAENATh.

Pa30yaun ee cunpHBIN ynap mo Horam. Menucca BCKpUKHYa OT 00Jii 1 pe3ko cena. Ha Horax
y Hee Jexan OonbIoi yepHbli kameHb. CBUHYB ero, Jlucca oOHapyKuiia, 4To 3TO HE KaMeHb, a
OrpOMHBIA KOM 3eMyi. Huyero He moHuMmas, IeBylKa omsiaenach BOKpyr. C MOTOJIKa rpagom
CBHIMAIUCH KYCKU 3€MJIM, OTKYIa-TO CBEpPXY JTOHOCWJIMCH BOILUIM U TpyOble OKPUKH, 3J00HBIN Jiaid
cobak. ITo 3eMiIsIHKE TUXOpPaJOYHO METAIUCH MATHA cBeTa. JIncca HuYero He cooOpaxasna B 3TOU
Hepa3z0epuxe U )KyTKOM MeIllaHUHE 3BYKOB.

— bbIcTpO, BcTaBai! — pABKHYI €U TPAMO B YXO MYKCKOM ToJioc. KTo-T0 pe3ko nogHsI ee Ha
HOTH, HO OHA TYT € CO CTOHOM yIaja — HOT'" OoJiesIn OT yJapa.

— O HeT, TOrO eI1le He XBaTajo!

Menucca, HakoHel, y3Haia ronoc lenu. [lapenb cxBaruil ee 3a pyKy U 4yTh JIM HE BOJIOKOM
Kyga-to nortaupul. OHa He pa3zdupasia JOpOrH, MPOCTO IUIENach BCIEN 3a HUM, M30 BCEX CHI
LEIUISASCHh 32 €r0 PYKY, CJIOBHO 3Ta IMPOKas IiepiuaBas JaJoHb ObUla €IMHCTBEHHBIM, YTO MOIJIO
IOMOYb €11 BEIOPAaThCs U3 OKPYKAIOILIEH €€ KPOMEITHON ThMBbI.

JleHn Heccsl CKBO3b TEMHOTY; OH Oexajl Tak ObICTPO, KaK TOJBKO MOT, KPEMKO AepiKa 32 PYKy
Menuccy. OHa 4TO-TO KpHUuaja eMy, HO OH HE pa300pall HU CJIOBa.

«OHa ne nowusna, umo npouzowino. Koneuno sce, ona ne nonsana. Ouna cnana, ko2oa ece 3mo
Hauanoce. Hy Huuezo, s 6ce eii 0oovscHio. Ho nozoice. CHauana Haoo cnacmucs, yoexcams Kak
moorcHo Oanvuie. Ona Hagepusxa Oydem 6 Yoicace, ko2da 060 ecem y3Haem. Ho owna Oonowcna



NOHAMb, YMO 5 HE MO2 NOCMYNUMb uHaye!»

JleHn OTBJIEKCS OT OECHOPSIIOYHBIX MBICJICH, MEIBbKABIIMX Yy HETO B TOJIOBE, U BAPYT TMOHSI,
YTO HE CJBIILMT IIyMa MOTOHH, KOTOPBIA BCKO JOPOry TIpEMEN y HEro B yIaX. 3HAYWT,
MpeciieIoBaTeN OTCTAIM WM noTtepsiau cinel. Ho a3to Henagosro. Ckopo mpecieloBaHHUE
BO30OHOBUTCS, U TOT/A. ..

— Jlenn... — mnpoctoHana Jlucca. OH OCTAaHOBHWJICS, W JEBYIIKA TYT K€ PyXHYIa Kak
nonkoieHHas. OHa BbIIIsAIENA TI0X0: BCE JIUIO paciiapanaHo, BOJIOCHI pacTpEIaHsbl, J00 MOKPbHIH
oT noTa. ['maza ee ObUIM 3aKPBITHI, OHA CYIOPOKHO MbITANach OTIbIIATHCS. JIeHU CKIOHUICA Haj
HEW U NOTJIANI €€ IO T'OJOBE.

— Bce xopormo, — mporrenTtan oH. — MplI BeIOpanrch. Mbl cOexau.

JIucca pe3ko OTKphUIa IJ1a3a, B3I €€ OKa3alicsa HEOObYaHO SCHBIM.

— JleHu, 4TO MpOoU301UI0? — CIPOCUIIa OHA B3BOJHOBAHHO.

OHa pomnossna A0 JepeBa U Cella, IPUCIOHUBIIMCH K CTBOJY. JI€HU ycelcs psiAOM U TSHKENO
B3JI0XHYI.

— Onu Hac oOHapyxwiu. Beicneaunu. Pazpynmnm 3eminsiHky. Eciau Obl g TOXe crall, Kak Bce,
MbI ObI TPOTIAJIH.

JIucca monyana, ObUIO CIIBIIIHO JUIIb €€ MPEPhIBUCTOE NbixaHue. [lay3a ciuilkom 3aTsiHylnach,
1 Jlenu penmiics NOOHSATH IUia3a Ha JEBYLIKY. Ee CBeTio-kapue 1mias3a cTajau OT y:Kaca OTPOMHBIMH
Y HAIIOJIHUJIMCH CJIE3aMU.

— T-TbI... TBI OpOCHII JEBUOHOK TaM? — BBIJaBUJIA OHA C TPYIOM. — Tbl OpPOCHI TaM CBOIO
cecmpy?! IloueMy Tbl HE BEpHYJICS 32 HUMU?

Jenn momya cMmotpen ed B miaza. OH mpoyen B HUX CTpax M ocyxieHue. Jlmcca orsena
B3N, JleHM HaxXMypwWJICsl M MOMBITAICS OOHATH €€ 3a IUIEUYM, HO OHA OTHPSHY/IA U MOJHSIACH C
3EMJIN.

— Yero paccenca?! — uCTepUYHO B3BU3THYIA OHA. — Kakoro uepra Mbl 10 CHX MOpP 371€Ch
neitaem? OTBenu MeHs B 0€30I1aCHOE MECTO, B KOHI[E-TO KOHIIOB!

— He opwu, ecnu He xouelb, 4TOOBI HAC MTOWMaJH, — Pe3Ko cKaszaj J[eHH, TOKe MOIHUMAsICh
Ha Hord. OH ObUI BeCchbMa CMYILIEH M 033J]a4eH Pe3KUMHU MepenagaMu HacTpoeHus JIucchol.

— Iloiinem. Ecnu moBeseT, k yrpy nodepemcs 1o Jlapkepu, 3To ropoj 37ech Henonaneky. Tam
y MEHS €CTh 3HaKOMas JIEKapKa, OHa HAaC MPUIOTUT. MoXeT ObITh, BCTPETUM TaM KOTO-HUOYIb U3
JI€BUYOHOK. . .

[locnennee oH ckazanm ckopee cebe, yem Jlncce, HO, MOX0XKe, KOPOTKAs BCIBIINIKA THEBA
ycuepnaia ee Cuiibl. Y Hee 00JIeId HOTH U TOJIOBa, € Y)KaCHO XOTEJIOCh CIaTh, KEIYIOK CBOIUIIO
OT rojJ0Ja, U, KpOME TOr0, Ha HEE IOCTEIEHHO OITYyCKaJOCh, CIOBHO OTPOMHAas TspKesas Tyda,
OCO3HAHUE CIIYYUBILICHCS O€IbI.

Crenyronmii mpuBaj OHM ClIeNIalid O4EHb CKOpO — Korga Jlucca, kotopyro JleHn BCcro 1opory
MOJIJICPKUBAJI, yIajia U OOJIbIlIE HE CMOIJIa BCTarh. JIeHW MOAHSI €€ Ha PYKU U OTHEC IMOJ 3aluTy
JIEPEBbEB. Y XBAaTUBILKMCH 32 JIEpeBO, Menucca cMoria CeCTh.

— HagepHoe, o4eHb CUIBHBIN yIIIMO, — CKa3ajia OHA, MOJAHUMAs IITAaHUHY U paccMarpuBas
Hory. Ha OnenHOM KOXkeE yK€ MPOCTYNHUJ BIEYATISIONMX Pa3MEPOB CUHSIK. Takod K€ CHHSK
yKpauiaj ¥ BTOPYIO HOTY.

— Jeno mioxo, — koHcTatupoBan Jleau. — Thl HE CMOXKEIb TPOUTH OOJIBINIOE PACCTOSTHUE.
Ho ecnu xaxapie msITh MUHYT OCTaHABIMBATHCS, Mbl PUCKYEM OBITh MOMMaHHBIMHU.

— Tak Opoch MeHs 371ech, B ueM ke aeno? OcTaBb MEHs U cracail CBOIO JparoleHHYIO
3agHuIy!



— He mopu epyHbI, — pa3apakKeHHO OTPBI3HYIICS apeHb. — WATH y)ke HeJaaeKko, Mbl CKOPO
nobepemcs 1o Jlapkepu. IMma HaBepHsKa TeOe yeM-HHUOYIb ITOMOKET.

Menucca xkuBHyna. OHa Jmake HE cCTajla CIpalldBarh, OTKYJIa OH 3HAaeT DMMY U JOpPOTY B
ropofl. SI3bIK CJIOBHO OTSDKEJIeN U COBEPIIEHHO HE XOTeJ BOpouarhcs. Beku 3akpbhIBaIuCh CaMH
COO0OH.

— Hano uaru, — tuxo ckazan lenu. — S nonumaro, Tede Hy>KeH OT/bIX, HO...

— Jla 3Haw s, — cnabo orMmaxHynach Jlucca. — Jlyume Obl TOMOI MHE BCTarb, a HE
pas3riaaroybCTBOBAIL.

JleHu pBHIBKOM TMOAHSUI €€ U TOCTaBUII Ha HOTH.

— Unem.

['opon nexan y moJHOXHSI BRICOKOTO XoiMa. OH oKkazalsicsi JOBOJIBHO OOJBIIMM; C BEPUIMHBI
xoaMa Menucca pasmisjena JJIMHHbIE MpadyHbIe YIUIBI 1 MHOXXECTBO OOIMIAPHaHHBIX JIOMOB C
OJIMHAKOBBIMU CEPBHIMU KPBIIIAMHU.

— 31€Ch )KUBYT TOJILKO CEMBH BEJIbM, KOJAYHOB U JieKapeu, — nossicHuI J{enn. — OcTanbHas
HEUUCTh OOUTAET B JIPYTUX MECTax, OJIMKe K KpenocTu. TaM ecTh, HalpUMEP, FOpoJl, 3aCEICHHBIN
OJIHUMU BaMIIUPAMHU.

— XKyTb, — BsJIO OTKNMKHYNACh Jlucca.

— DMMa KUBET Ha OKpanHe, — MPOJOoJKAI apeHb. — Ham Bcero aumpb HaI0 CIYCTUTHCA C
X0JIMa U €Ie HEMHOTO ITPOUTH.

— Torma yero mMbl croum? — Menncca caenana mar BIeped U TYT K€ MPOBAIMIACH HOTOU B
KaKyl0-TO SIMKY.

— AKKypaTHee, MoXKallyiicta, — cka3as /[eHu u BoITanml Hory JIUCChl U3 MBI

OHM onuIA BHU3, CTAPAACh AEPKATHCA MO IEPEBbSIMU.

— A ecim Hac 37ech moiMaroT? — chnpocuia Menucca, XoTsS ee celdac OoJiblie
MHTEPECOBAJIa BO3MOXKHOCTh OTAOXHYTh, YEM PUCK OKAa3aThCS B Jlamax JEMOHOB.

— He noiimatrot. Ceityac ele o4eHb paHoO, BUAUIIb, HA YIHIaX HUKOro. OHU pa3BIEKAIOTCS
BCIO HOYb U IIPOCHIITAIOTCA TOJBKO K IMONYAHI0. K TOMYy ke, KpyroM TyMaH.

Tyman neiictBuTenbHO ObUI, MU O4YeHb rycTod. Ho mpeapaccBeTHblE CyMEpKH MOTHUXOHBKY
paccenBalICh, 1 OH CTAaHOBUJICS Bce Oosiee mpo3padnbiM. [lenn yckopun mar. JIlncca nocnenmia
3a HUM M OXHYJIa, HEAKKYpaTHO HACTYIUB Ha OOJIbHYIO HOTY.

— Tepnu, nogpyra, ocranock 4yTb-uyTh! — nopdonpui ee Jlenu. Jlucca omnepnachk Ha ero
PYKY.

K nomHOXuIO X0aMa OHM TPUILIM, KOTAA YK€ IodTH pacceno. JloM, Kyaa OHH
HaIpaBIAJIUCh, OKa3ajcsi MalieHbKoW wu30ymkod Ha ortumbe. JleHm mocTtydan B nBeph. Ha
HEKOTOPOE BpEMsl BOLAPUJIACh THUIIMHA, 3aT€M CEPbE3HBIM JETCKUUA TOJIOCOK THUXO, HO
TpeOOBATENHHO CIIPOCHI:

— K10 Tam? MBI HUKOTO HE KJaJIH.

— Poys, 310 THI? — 00panoBaics JleHu.

— SI, — B rosoce 1€BOYKH 3a JBEPHIO PA3INYAIACh HACTOPOKEHHOCTh. — KTO 3T0?

— OJto [lenn, — oro3Baics napess. — [[oMHUIIB, THI TOMOTrana Je4uTh Moo cectpy llenmx?

JIBepb Bce paBHO He OTKpbUIH. [locapmmancs ckpur, Kak OyATO OTKpBIBAIW 3aJBHXKKY, U Ha
IBEPU OTBOPHUJIIOCH MAJICHBKOE KBAJIPaTHOE OKOIIKO.

— IIpuBeT, — mnpormbIxTena BBICYHYBLIASCS B OKOLIKO JEBOYKA. DBUIO 3aMETHO, YTO OHA
HEMHOTO HE JIOCTaeT JO OKHAa — HaBEpHSKa BCTala Ha LBIIOYKH, YTOOBI BBIVITHYTh. — (OUeHb
pana Te0s BUAETh, JleHu. A 3To KTO ¢ TO00#?



— K yemy 3Tu npenocTopoKHOCTH? — pa3PaKE€HHO OTBETWJI NAapeHb. — bl K€ BUJIUIIIb,
OHAa €/1Ba Ha HOTaX JEPKUTCHL.

Onnako JeBouka Oblia HEMPEKJIOHHA.

— D10 Menucca, ene onHa 3aTBOpHHUIA, — HeTepnenuBo nosiciun Jlenu. — Ee nmoxutunm
COBCEM HEJIABHO.

JIBepb, HakoHeEN, OTKpbulach, U Poy3 BmycTuna OerienoB BHYTpb. B 1oMe ObUIO YyIOTHO U
MaxJI0 KAKUMHU-TO TpaBaMH. J[€BOUKa MpoBesa roCTEN B KPOIIEUHYIO KOMHATY € IByMs KyIIETKaMU
y cTeH. Menucca yxe He nuia, a Bucena Ha miede y Jlenn. OH NOnHsUI €€ Ha PyKH M YIOXKHJI Ha
OJIMKAMIIYIO KYIIETKY.

— Ilorinem, — cka3ana Poy3. — Eil HyxeH OTApbIX.

OHU BBIIUIM U3 KOMHATBHIL.

— Yto mnpouzonuio? — BO3MYIICHHO NPOIIENTAlIa J€BoYKa. — bl sBISEmbCS Croaa
CIIO3apaHKy B TAKOM BHUJIE, @ OOBSICHATHCS HE TOPONUILbCs. [ 1e ocTanbHbie?

JIeHn NEMOHCTPATUBHO 3€BHYI, MOKA3bIBas, YTO HE HAMEPEH TOBOPUTH, ITOKA XOPOILIEHBKO HE
BBICITUTCS.

— XO0po1o, MOroBOPUM, KOIZIa BBl IPOCHETECH. Y UTH, 51 HE OTCTaHY, IIOKA Thl HE OTBETHUIIb HA
MOH BONPOCHL. [lomoxau 3a€eck, S MpUHECY BaM oAesIa.

Poy3 pa3sBepHynace u yiuia, HO 0O4€Hb OBICTPO BEPHYJIACH C 1IEJION KUTION OJEsII.

— OrpoMHoOe criacn00, — UCKpPEeHHE cKa3aln [[eHu.

Menucca yxe cnajKo corelna, CBEpHYBIIMCh KJIYOOUKOM Ha KymieTKe. JleH! yKpbUT €€ TeIlIbIM
OLESJIOM, YCEJICS B M3HOXKbE KPOBAaTM M HEKOTOPOE BPEMs pa3mIsAbIBAN CIISIIyI0 moapyry. Ee
TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI Pa3METAINCH N0 MOAYIIKE, PECHULIBI CJIETKA MOAPAruBajv, HO Cliaja OHA CETOIHS
ropaszo COKOWHEE, YEM B IOCIIETHUE HECKOJIBKO HOYEN B 3EMIITHKE.

«Kakas oma xpacueas, — nomyman mnapeHb. — /[laoswce cmpanno, umo cyovba ceena Hac
UMEHHO 8 IMOM YIHCACHOM Mecme, 8 Koporescmee Muonaiimy.

On normaaun Jluccy o roioBe u yaercst Ha CBOIO KymieTKy. UyBCTBO BUHBI OOPOJIOCH B HEM C
YCTaJIOCThIO, HO MOCJEIHA BCKope nodeauna, v JleHn npoBanics B COH.

Menucca oTkpsiia miaza. OHa Tak MPUBBIKIA, TPOCHIIAACH, BUIETh HaJl COOOW TEMHOTY, 4TO
Jake yAUBUJIACh, OYEMY €l TaK XOpOIo BUJEH ATOT Oenblid moTosnok. OHa cena u omsiaenacs. B
KOMHare ObUIO MYCTO, €CIM HE CUUTATh JABYX KYILIETOK M MAJICHBKOrO CTOJMKa. B HeOombiioe
OKOIIKO CKBO3b HEKHO-PO30BbIE 3aHABECKH MpoOMBajcs cBeT. CoceqHss KyleTka Oblia mycTa, HO
Ha HEW SIBHO KTO-TO CHajJ COBCEM HeIaBHO. Meinuncca yxe coOupanach BBINTH M3 KOMHAThl, HO
IBEPH BAPYT OTKPBUIACh, U Ha mopore nosiBuiicsa Jlenn. OH ObLT ONIET B JUIMHHBIN JTHHSHOW XajaT U
BBITJISIIEN TTIOCBEKEBILIMM.

— Kak cnanocs? — nounTepecoBanacs Jlucca.

— A TbI KaK gyMaenb? — JIeHu oTBel B3I/,

JIucca couyBCTBEHHO MOCMOTpENA HA HETO M MOXJOoNajia Mo KpOBaTH, MpUIVIallasl €ro CECTh.
Jlenn nmpuxpell 3a coOOM IBEph M ycescs psAAoM ¢ AeBylKod. HekoTopoe Bpems OH Moayall,
CJIOBHO OOsIJICSI, YTO pa3roBOP MOKET CHOBA KOCHYTHCSI BUEPAILIHETO.

— Ter pasroBapuBaza BO CHE, — CKas3ajl OH, HaKOHEl. 3asBI€HUE ObUIO HACTOJBKO
HEOXXUJAHHBIM, 4TO JIncca He cpa3y HaluIach ¢ OTBETOM.

— Ckaxu cniacu00, 4TO He Xpariesia, — OTUIyTHJIaCh OHA, O0peTs Aap peuu, HO JleHu maxe He
yABIOHYICA. YBUJIEB €r0 BEIpaKeHUE JIUIa, Menucca CMyTHIIach.

— W 410 xke s Takoe ropopuia? — cpocusia OHa, KpacHes..

— 4 paccapiuan ums «Jlxeuncy.



— Jlxeiic? — Haxmypuiach JIlucca, meiTasich BCIOMHHUTD, YTO €M CHUJIOCK.

«A, oname smom uouomckutl con!»

CHoBUJIEHHE, KOTOPOE SBWJIOCH € B ONHY W3 IMEPBBIX HOUEH B 3EMIISIHKE, IO CHUX IOp €€
OeCOKOMJIO: €l CHUJIOCH, OyITO OHAa CUAMT ¢ J[>keiicoM B Jiecy, Mo JepPEeBOM; OHU CMOTPAT APYT
Ha Jnpyra, Jlkeiic ynpibaercs. Ho moTom Bce MpOCTpPaHCTBO BOKPYT 3aIOJHSIET TYCTOW Oeblii
TyMaH, U [[Kelc ckpblBaeTcs B HEM. Jlucca HE BUIOUT €ro, TOJIBKO CIBIINIHO, KaK OH 30BET €€ 110
uMeHn. OHa KpUYHAT €My B OTBET, HO TyMaH IONJIONAET €€ TOoJOoC. B KOHIE KOHIOB, TyMaH
pacceuBaercs. Bor ke on, J[xkeic, cuaur psaom ¢ Hed. Ho 4epThl ero juma pacribiBYaThl, WX
HEBO3MOXXHO Pa3InuuTh. «JIkeucy, — menyer JIncca, HO B OTBET CJBIIMT HE3HAKOMBIN TOJIOC:
«Mens 30ByT Catimony.

— KTt0 0H? — xMypo cripocuit /leHu, a moToM 100aBUJI — HEYBEPEHHO, HO C HAJICKIOM

— TBoii 6pat?

— Her, — mevansHO oTBeTHNa Menucca. — Mot moOuMbIi. MBI OBUTH BMECTE HECKOJILKO
ner. Iloka s He ucuesina... OTTyza.

OHa nogHsIa rias3a K MOTOJIKY, Kak 3TOo cAenana BeHau npu ux nepBou BCTpeye.

— JlokHO OBITH, OH CKy4daeT Mo MHe, — B3JI0xHyla Jlucca. — OH Beab Tak W HE y3HAET,
MO4YEMY s HE MPHUIUIA K HEMY B TOT BE€UYEp, KOTAAa MEHS MOXUTHUIIN. A 1 JaXK€ HE MOTY IOCJIaTh EMY
BecTouky! He mory cka3ars, 4to s xuBa!

Ona momosyana, TOTOM >KaJo0HO BCXIUITHYJIA:

— JleHu, s HE X04y BCIO )KM3Hb ITPOBECTH B ’TOM OTBPATUTEIIBHOM MeECTE!

— TyT yX S HUYEM HE MOTY TIOMOYb.

— A nonunmaro. [Ipocto Tak xo4eTcs AOMOM. ..

— Ilo-TBOEMY, MHE HE xoueTcsi? SI-To mpoBel 371ech NOOOIbIIE BPpEMEHH, YeM Thl. [ymaenb, s
HE MCTOCKOBAJICA [0 POJTHOMY IOMY? A ThI XKaJIyelIbCS TaK, CIOBHO Thl €IMHCTBEHHAS! TOPYUIID TYT
HE 110 CBOEU BOJIE, a IPYrye CIOa B OTITYCK IIPUEXAIIH.

Pasropamace odepenHas mnepenanka, MOXOKasd Ha MHOXKECTBO JIPYIHUX, KOTOpBIE YCIEIU
HazoecTb Menucce euie B 3eMisiHKE. K c4acThio, B 3TOT MOMEHT B KOMHATY 3ariisiHyia Poys.

— Yo TyT y Bac 3a mym?

JIBE TOJI0BBI pa30M ITOBEPHYJIUCH K HEM.

— Ml pasroBapuBaiu, — MpayHO oTo3Baiics [leHu. — VY TeOs He HailgeTcs 4yero-HuOydb
I10ECTh?

— Haninercs, pazymeercs. Unemre.
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benno oOcTaBneHHass KyxHs HE MpeACTaBisia co00 HUYETo OCOOEHHOTO: HeOOoIbIas MmeuKa-
OypoKyiika, KpyIJIblid CTOJ, TPU CTYJA U Mlapa CTeHHBIX MKaduuKkoB. V3 ymMbIBaTbHUKA B YOIy Kamnasa
BOJA.

Poy3 motsHynace k oaHomy u3 ImkaduukoB. Iloka paeBouka peutlach Ha monke, Jlucca
BHUMATENbHO €€ pa3risiapiBaia. Ha Buj eif MOKHO OBLIO JaTh JIET OJUHHAIIATh, XOTS MaJeHbKUI
POCT M XPYIKOE TEJIOCIOXKEHHE MHOTAA ObIBAIOT OOMAaHYMBBL. B3mis OONbIIMX TEMHO-CEPHIX IV1a3
KPOTOK, HO JIMIIO HE MO-JIETCKU CEPHE3HO. JJTMHHBIE TEMHO-PYChIE BOJIOCHI AKKYPAaTHO 3aIlJICTEHBI B
JIB€ KOCHYKH.

— BB Begp He oTKakeTech OT 4Yasi? — CIpocuja JIeBOYKa, M3BJIEKas W3 Heap mkada
3aKOIMYEHbIM YaHUK. Menucca u Jlenu nepemssHymuch. ['opsaunil yai ceyac Ka3aiacs UM 4eM-TO
IUKOBUHHBIM, CIIOBHO CaMbIil PEAKHUI JEIUKATEC.

— He otkaxkemcs! — nocnemmo oro3Baics JleHu.

«O 60d1ce, 5mo OpesHeuwas neuKa u3 8cex, Kaxkue s Koeoa-1ubo sudena», — nogaymana Jlucca.
[leur u BOpsiMb ObLIA y)KacHAa — TPOMO3JIKasi KOHCTPYKIIMS, COBEPIICHHO HE MOXOXKash Ha Oeiyro
DIIEKTPUYECKYIO INIUTKY, CTOSBIIYIO HA MEIMCCUHON KyXHE.

— MBpI KMBEM HE B CaMBbIX JIYUIIMX YCJIOBUSX, — HM3BUHSIOINMMCA TOHOM Ipou3Hecia Poys,
MPOCIIEINB 3a B3MIsIA0M JInccehl.
— B HameMm mnoJsio)keHuu TBOM JOM I HAC — XOpOMBI, — yreumia ee Jlucca, cierka

NOKpacHeB. — MBI 10 3TOM HOYM BOOOIIE KHMJIU B JIECY U CHAJIA HA 3EMJIE.
Poy3 ynbIOHYI1ach, HO MOTOM BAPYT OCEPHE3HENA.

— Tak uyTo mpousonuio? — oHa ycenach HanpoTuB Jlenu. — Tbl BIOMUIICS KO MHE PAHHUM
YTPOM BECH B I'psi3U, TBOSI MOJPYyra ObUIa eJie )KUBa, U ThI 10 CUX OP HUYETO MHE HE OOBsICHU!
— 41 He BnambIBanca, — Bo3pazun JleHun. — f mocrtydancs B HagexzAe, 4TO OMMa Ha(C

MIPUIOTHUT, XOTs ObI HeHaaoJro. KeraTu, riae ona?

Poy3 omycTriia rosoBy 1 yTKHYIach B3IJISI0M B TIOJ.

— B uem neno? — Jlenun 006ecriOKOCHHO 3arisiHyl il B iuio. — O HET, TOJbKO HE TOBOPHU
MHE. ..

— Ilorubna coBceM HeIaBHO, — OypKHYJIa JA€BOYKa, HE TOIHMMAs B3MIsAAa. — YOWu
obopotHu. ['myno momydunock. OHM HANWIKUCHL U OT CKYKM Hadald Je0onmputh. Pazrpomuiiu
MECTHYIO TaBEpHY... DMMa Kak pa3 Obula Tam, MOKymnajia JoMoil mpoBu3uto. Mx ObUIO MSITEPO, U Y
HUX OBbUTO Opyxue. XO35MH TaBEpPHBI YCTPOUJ C HUMHU NOTAacOBKY. OH BBDKWIJ, a BOT IMapouka
BapJIOKOB, KOJIIYH Y Hallla OMMa OTTYJ1a TaK U HE BEPHYJIUCh.

— boxe, kakoil yxac! — BbeIpBaioch y Menuccol. Poy3 kuBHyna. [lotom onHa TpsixHyna
rOJIOBOM, CIIOBHO OTOpackIBasi IypHbIE MBICIIU, U MTOJHsIA B3I HA JleHu.

— Tax e TBost cectpa? U, Bpome Obl, Korja Mbl B MOCHEAHUN pa3 BUACIHUCH, C TOOOH ObLI
KTO-TO e1e... ['ne Bce? MepTBbI?

Menuccy nmopasuil CIIOKOWMHBIA TOH, ¢ KOTOPBIM JAEBOYKA 3ajajia moclienHuid Bompoc. Kak
Oynro rubenb mrofed 37ech ObUla OOBIICHHBIM SIBICHUEM. « XOmis, HABEPHAKA MAK U eChmby, —
xMypo nogymana Jincca. HeoxnnanHO B HE BCKUIIET THEB.

— OHn Opocuit Bcex Ha MPOU3BOJI CYZIbOBI, — PE3KO0 cKa3zana oHa. Poy3 moaHsia OpoBU.

— Houbpto Ha Hac Hamanu, — mnoscHuI JleHu, OpocuB Ha TOAPYTY CEPAUTHIA B3IVISL. —
Pazpynmnu 3emMiIsiHKY, 1 HaM MPUILIOCH criacarhes O6erctBoM. OAHOM M3 HAIMX JEBYIIEK B 3TO



BpEMsI C HaMU He ObUI0, OHa AeXKypuia y noporu. Ho oHu ee, HaBepHOE, 3aMETHIIM, UHAaUY€ Obl OHA
Hac peaynpeauia... Korga motonok Hayan pynmThbes, s He criail. Ho ObU10 TEMHO, KPYrOM CTOSUT
IIyM, ¥ s HUYETO TOJIKOM He pa3zo0pail. S cranm oObICKMBATh 3aBaJIbl U HaIlleNl €€, — OH KHUBHYJI Ha
Menuccy. — A NOTOM MOTOJIOK OKOHYATEJIbHO O0BAJIUJICS, U OHU CHYCTUIIMCHh BHU3. S OOJbIle HE
MOT PUCKOBATh H...

— W ynmpan cnacarbk cBow 1IKypy, — mnpoBopuasia Jlucca. OHa oTaaBana cedbe OTYET B TOM,
YTO HE MMEET MpaBa 3JIUThCS Ha JleHu, uTo Tak ce0s BECTH HEJb3s, HO HE MOIVIa CAEpkKaTh CBOU
AMOIUH.

— I'nynas, s mebs cnacai, a He ceOsi!

— Ho 161 6pocun Benau u [eiimx!

Jlenun xoten ObUIO OTBETUTH, HO TYT B KOMHATY, CTylas THXO, KaK KOIIKa, BOIUIA CTPOWHAs
JEeBYIIKA B ITUHHON I0OKE U CTApOMOJHOM OJTy3€ C IMPOKUMH pyKaBaMHu.

— 3Haeup 4TO, JOPOrylla, — CKa3ajla OHa CHUCXOAUTENIbHO. — TBOW JPYXKOK MpaB, Thl
JNEWCTBUTEIBHO MIIynasi. TO BeAb MPOCTasi HICTHHA — €CJM HE XO4elllb YMEPETh, CIacaics cam,
3a0y/b O JIPYTrUX.

— 41 He 3Har Takux UCTUH, — Cyx0 oTBeTmia Jlncca. — Tam, OoTKyna s pogoM, COBCEM
IPYrue MOPsSIAKH.

— Torma tebe crmemyet 3HaTh, UTO KU3HB 37€Ch BOBCE HE 0€33a00THA. 37eCh KaX bl caM 3a
ce0s1. YOel unu Oynenis youT. beru, eciin Xxouenis KuTh. TakoBbI 3/ICIIHNE 3aKOHBI BBLKUBAHUA.

Menmucca nputuxia. Eif ctamo He mo cebe OT XOJOmHOTro rojoca He3HakomMku. Her, et
ONpeAeICHHO HE IOHpaBWjlach 3Ta JeBylka. OHa ObUla OYE€Hb NPHUBIEKATEIbHA, HO B €€
BHEIIHOCTU YYBCTBOBAJIACh KaKasi-TO TAMHCTBEHHOCTh, Myraroiasi MUCTUKA. Y Hee ObUIM JIJTMHHBIC
YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI C HECKOJIBKUMHU BBIKPAIICHHBIMU B KPACHBIN 1BET MPSIISIMU, 3a0paHHbBIE B BRICOKHI
XBOCT HA 3aTbUIKE U INEPEBSI3aHHBIE aTJIaCHOM JIEHTOW. UyTh pacKOChI€ IIa3a CMOTPEIN XOJIOIHO U
MIPOHULIATEIBHO.

— Xopo1io ckazaHo, — oueHun Jenu. — Jlucca, mo3Hakombcs, 3o Kpucren, kysuHa Poys.
Kpucren, ato Menucca, mos noapyra.

— VY T1eb6s kpacuBoe ums, — npuinypuiack Kpucren. — TpaBsnoe. Hanomunaet 06 Dmme. ..

B ee rnazax reckanach mevaib, HO TOJIOC ObLT XOJIOJIEH M paBHOYIIEH. JIncca moexunacs.

— VY Bac yallHUK 3akunen, — 3ametuna KpucreH, 0oTBois B3rJs1 OT TOCTHH.

Habmnronas, kak Poys 3aBapuBaet yaii, Jlucca B ouepegHOM pa3 HEBOJIBHO BEPHYIIACH MBICIISIMU
K CBOEMY cTpaHHOMY cHY. OHa He 3Haja HuKakoro CaliMoHa U ObUIa COBEPIIIEHHO YBEPEHA, YTO €0
roJioc € He 3HaKoM. [fouemy 3TOT COH MpecCiIeayeT €€ YK€ HECKOJIbKO HOUeH ?

— Sl mobGaBmia B 3aBapKy Koe-Kakue IejeOHbIe TpaBbl, — ckaszana Poys3, mocTaBuB mepen
TOCTSAMU KPYXKKH C TOpsYAM 4daeM. JIncca OTBIEKIach OT CBOMX MBICJIEN U clieiasia IIIOTOK. BKyc u
3amax 4asi MCTHOBEHHO IEPEHECIH €€ B JAETCTBO, KOINla Madexa JIeYusa €€ MPOCTYAY TPaBSHBIM
OTBapoM. YIUIeTasi MOJJaHHbIE XO34MKOM JoMa BapeHbIe siifla ¢ xJaedoM U 3amuBas ux yaem, Jlucca
OyKBaJIbHO 4YBCTBOBAJIa, KaK HAOUPAETCS CHII.

— bepure neuenrve, — Poy3 BbICTaBUIIa HA CTOJI BA30UKY.

— W d4ro BBl Temeps coOupaerech aenarb? — mnouHTepecoBanach Kpucren. OHa Toxe
caenana cede yail v npuicesa Ha MOJIOKOHHUK.

— MpI1 He 3HaeM, — pa3Ben pykamu JleHu.

— A 4ro HaMm octaercia? — nobaBmina Menucca. — IlpocTo 3aneybr Ha JTHO W HE
BBICOBBIBATHCA.

— Tonpko BaM MpPUAETCS MNPATAThCS, €CIU Yy HAc OylyT TOCTHM WJIM TAIlUEeHTBL. XOTH...



MOCTIETHUM pa3 y HAC ObUIM FOCTHU, KOTJIa XOPOHUIIA DMMY.

— Ilocroii-ka, — KpucteHn moctaBuiia KpyxKy Ha IMOAOKOHHUK U yrepia pyku B 6oka. — Tbl
XOUelllb CKa3aTh, YTO MbI Oy/IeM YKPBIBATh y C€0s IBOMX OETJIbIX 3aTBOPHUKORB?

— A TBI lpeJIaraeiib uX BbIIaTh? — CHOKOWHO napupoBana Poy3. — f aToro He xouy.

— ThI XOTh MOHUMAEIIIb, YTO U3-32 HUX MOXKEM MOCTpasiaTh MbI? VX uniyr, u ecim ooHapyxar,
TO HaM BCEM KOHELL.

['maza KpucteHn Mertanu MOJHUM, ObUIO BHJIHO, 4TO OHa B sipocTu. Ho ee roioc, kak HU
CTPAaHHO, OCTABAJICSI COBEPUICHHO CIIOKOWHBIM. OHa HE Kpryajla, a TOBOPWJIA TOHOM TEPIEINBOU
MaMbl, KOTOpasi OTYUTHIBAET IPOBUHUBILETOCS MAJIBIIIIA.

— Ho, KpucreHn, pa3se s3ToMy yuniia Hac IMma? — MpeaNpUHsiIa BTOPYIO NONBITKY Poy3. —
Pa3Be oHa He TOBOpMJIIa HaM, YTO CTPAXIYIMM HaJI0 TOMOraTh?

— B JaHHOM CJIYy4a€ 9THU TBOU «CTPAKIAYIOUC) — BCCI'O JIHIIb 6€I‘J'I€LIBI OT 3aKOHa, —
BO3pa3uiia KpI/ICTeH.
— Ho »T0 He Ham MUP, U MBI HC 00s13aHBI IIOAYMUHATHCA BalllUM 3aKkoHam! — BO3MYIICHHO

nepeduiia ee Menucca.

JIeHU MOHST BBEPX PYKHU, YTOOBI JEBYILKH 3aMOJYaIN U BBICTYIIANN ero. OH MOAHSIICS U3-3a
cTona.

— BBl MOXKeTe CIOpUTh XOTh BECh JI€Hb, 3TO BCE PAaBHO HU K 4yeMy He mnpusener. Ham B
J1000M Ciydae HeJb3sl 3/IeCh OCTaBaThCsa. MBI TOJIBKO MTEPEHOUYEM Yy Bac, €CIi MO3BOJIUTE, a 3aBTpa
YTPOM MOKHHEM Balll 20CMENPUUMHBLU JIOM.

[locnennue cioBa ObLIM MPOU3HECEHHI C SIBHBIM capka3mMoM. Kpucten nojHsiia OpoBb.

— Xopomo. Houyiire.

JleHu B3JOXHYIN C OOJIETYEHUEM.

— Ho 3aBTpa yrpom 4T0OBI TyXy Balllero 3/1eCh HE OBLIO.

[Ipousnocs »tu cnosa, Kpucren B yrop cmotpena Ha Menuccy. Ta otBena maza. Hago 6bu10
IyMaTh O CIIEAYIOIIEM MECTE Ha3HaueHusl, a He 0 Kpucren.

Jlucca coBceM He 3Haja MECTHOCTH U HE MIPEACTaBIsUIIA, KyAa €IIe MOXHO OTIPaBUTHCS, 1a0bI
He ObITh nmokiMaHHbIMU. OHAKO [[eHu Bce e yAaloch BEIMTPATh HEMHOTO BPEMEHH Ha Pa3yMbsl.

— Cmnacu6o 3a 3aBTpak, — ckaszan Jenu, otogsuras kpyxky. OH B3su1 Menuccy 3a pyKy. —
Nnem. Hazo moroBopuTs.

OHU BEpHYIUCH B KOMHATY.

— UYro Oynem nenaTh Agaiblie? — ocBeIOMHIIACh Jlncca.

— Tloka ne 31a10. Ho s uTo-HUOYIH IpUyMat0, YeCTHOE CIIOBO.

Menucca monua kuBHYa. Takoe pa3BUTHE COOBITHI €l COBEPIICHHO HE HPABUJIOCH: YK€ BO
BTOPOM pa3 3a MOCJEAHUE Mapy JHEH OHU OCTAIUCh 0€3 KPBIIM HaJ roJIoBor. «Xoms 60obwe-mo
ewe He ocmanucsy. Ho 3aempa 3mo 06a3amenvHo CAyuumecs».

— UYro He Tak ¢ stoi Kpucren? — crmpocuina oHa, 4TOOBI OTBJIEYHCS OT MBICIEH O
oynymeM. — OHa Takasl. ..

— Kakasa?

— He 3Hato, kak 00bsicHUTh. [IpoTuBOpeunBas kakas-to. Cepuras, HO IPU 3TOM CHOKOITHAsI.
Bremme Munas, HO Ha caMOM J€eJe eIKast v 3J1asl.

— OTO YacTh BEABMUHCKOW HATYphl, — OTBETUI NapeHb. — OHHU yMEIOT cOUBATh C TOJIKY U
BBOJIUTH B 3a0IyXJeHHE. A ellle OHU OYEHb IMOIMOHAJIbHBI, HO MPU ATOM MACTEPCKU BIAJCIOT
coboi. OmHako MX Iva3a BCerjga OTpakaloT MX MCTUHHOE HAcTpoeHue. Xodellb y3HaTh, 4TO
YyBCTBYET MUJIasi BEbMa Ha CaMOM JieJie — HEe Bepb YJbIOKE, 3aryisiHU B TJiasa.



— 3Ha4YuT, OHA BeJbMa, — 3aJlyM4YUBO IIpousHecia Menucca. — Yro, u Poy3 Toxke?..

Jlenu paccMmesiics.

— Her, Poy3 He Benbma. OHa MOYTH YEIOBEK — JIEKAPKA.

— Iloutn 4enoBex... — MeUIEHHO MoBTOpMIIa Jlncca.

— Ha, mouru. Hactosiumx aroaen B 3TOM ropoJie HET.

— A Kak BBIIUIO, YTO OJIHA U3 Ky3UH — BEJbMa, a BTOPAsi — MOYTH YEJIOBEK?

— Jla mano nu, kak. S 3Hat0 TOJBKO, 4TO OoTel KpucrteH Obu1 poaHbIM OparoM DOMMBI U
Marepu Poy3, TO ecTh, OH ObLT JekapeM. BepoaTHo, >KEeHUIICS Ha BeAbME, MO3TOMY JI0Ub TOXKE
MOJIY4HJIACh BEABMOM.

— Ona yeM-TOo HanmomuHaeT Benau, — ckazana Menucca. — BeHau ToXe OIHOBPEMEHHQ
cepauTas U crokoiiHas. M oHa-To y» TOYHO XOPOIIO BiIaJeeT CO00i.

— Huxkorna 06 aToMm He 3ayMbIBajcs. S Bceraa cuutal ee mpocTo 3TI0KOM.

— Omna He 37124, OHa MPOCTO...

— 3aMKHyTas1, — MOJCKa3al NapeHb.

Menucca HaXMypHUIacCh.

— WnTepecHo, MBI ellle Koraa-HuOyb €€ yBUIUM ?

Jlenu cmopuiics, CJIOBHO OHA yIapuiia €ro IO JIKIY.

— Ilepectanb, — B3MOJIMIICS OH, — THI K€ 3HACIIIb, 1 HE MOT OOJIBIIIE HUYETO C/eIaTh!

— Henpasnaa! Tsl MOT ObI BEIBECTH MEHS U3 3€MJISHKUA U BEPHYTHCS 3a JIeBUOHKamMu!

— ThI pa3Be He MOMHHUIIb, B KAKOM COCTOSHUM Thl Obi1a? Cnabasi, COHHAs, U K TOMY XK€ C
yimoJieHHbIMU HOoTamu. [To-TBoemy, s Mor octaBuTh T€Os ogHy? Jla maxke eciu Obl U MOT, 1 HUKaK
HE ycriesn Obl BEpHYTHCS 32 OCTAIBHBIMU. A €ciiu Obl MEHS TaM MOWMaJu, Thl OCTaach Obl cama 1o
cebe. Kak Thl gymaelib, CKOJIBKO Thl CMOTJIa ObI MPOJIEPAKATHCSI B HE3HAKOMOUM 00CTaHOBKE?

Ha sto Menucce 0bu10 Heyero Bo3pa3uth. Koneuno, /lenu npas. OH cniac €l xKu3Hb, a OHA €T0
BCce BpeMs ynpekaeT. OHa mogymala, 4to € CTOMJIO Obl MOMAJIKUBATh U JAEpP:Karb CBOM AMOIIUU
npu cede. Pazymeercs, oH HE MOT BEpPHYTHCS, MMOTOMY YTO TMOTOJIOK 3€MJISSHKU OOPYIIMJICS, U
OXOTHUKHU HETPEMEHHO yBUJIETU Obl €ro cpeau 3aBasioB. OHa OJKHA 3TO MoHuMark. Ho mouemy
oHa 4uyBCTByeT BUHY nepen [leimk u Benau 3a 1o, uro Jlenu npeanoden crnactu ee? [louemy ei
CTBIIHO, YTO OHA OCTaJIach B )KUBBIX, TOTJIa KaK Cy/b0a JEBYIIEK TeNeph HEU3BECTHA?

— JlagHo, naBan 3aKkpoeM 3Ty TeMy, — Menucca orBena B3msAA OT napHsa. — U nogymaem,
KyJla HaM Ternepb moaathes. S 371eCh COBEPIICHHO HE OPUECHTUPYIOCH, TOATOMY pellaTh Teoe.

Jlenu otBeTui He cpa3y. OH 3alyMUMBO 3aKyCHUJ T'y0y.

— MoxHO cHOBa crupsiTatbes B jJecy. HallTu ykpoMHOE MECTEUKO IJie-HHOyIb MONTyOKe B
qalre ¥ YKPhIThCS TaM. XOTs1, HABEpHO, MOCJIE HAIlleTO TT00eTa OHU MPOYECHIBAIOT Jieca.

— A KT0 3T0 — «0oHU»? OOBICHU MHE TOJIKOM, KTO 32 HAMU OXOTHTCS?

— Jla s 1 cam He 3Hato0, eclii YecTHO. JlyMaellb, 1 B TEeMHOTE pa3riisies, KTO 3TO Obu1?

— Bce sicno. beraem, kak aypaku, a OT KOro — He 3HaeM, — OypkHyia Jlucca.

— Hy, oaHO-TO MBI 3Ha€M TOYHO: 3TO JEMOHBI, & OT HHUX HHYEro XOPOUIEr0 KJaTh HE
MIPUXOIUTCS.

OcTarok [OHS OpoIIEd MHUPHO M CIOKOWHO. Menucca mpuHsia Ayl W BBICTHpPAia CBOKO
ofex 1y, a mociie 3Toro Poy3 oO6paboTtania ee CHHIKHA KaKOW-TO Ma3bi0 M HAJOXKUJIA TTOBSI3KU Ha 00e
HOTH.

Jlucca u [leHu nemu cnarb MOpaHblle, YTOOBl KaK CIEeAyeT BBICIIATHCS UM Ha PaCCBETE
OTIPABUTHCA B ITYTh.

Menucca mipocHynach, Korjga yXe modTd paccBeno. IloHsB, 4yTo Oojbllle HE YCHET, OHa



coOpanach BBIATH Ha KyXHIO U TMOMPOCUTH KaKOW-HUOYIh e€abl. THXOHBKO, YTOOBI HE Pa30OyIUTh
Henu, JIucca Boiwa B kopuaop. M3 KyxHu TOHOCUIIACH TOJIOCA X035€K JOMAa: CECTPhI CHOBA O YEM-
TO cropuwin. Menucca xotena ObUIO BOWTH M MpEpBarh WX pasroBOp, HO HEOXKHUAAHHO YCIbIIIAa
CBOE UM, U JTIOOOMNBITCTBO MPUTBO3JIAIIO €€ K MECTY.

— OHa He MOXET 3/IeCh HaxonuThcs, — roBopwia Kpucredn. Ha 3ToT pa3 ee rojoc He ObLI
CIIOKOEH, OHa sBHO 3iuinachk. — [lapeHp myckal ocraercs, OH Ui Hac He Tak omnaceH. Ho oHa
JOJKHA YUTH.

— ThI ke MOHUMAaeIb, YTO OHA HUKYHA 0e3 Hero He yiiaeT, — Bo3pazuiia Poys. [lo romnocy
HeJb3s ObUIO MOHATH €€ 4yBcTBa. — Jla OH ee u cam He OTIYCTUT. OH TOJIBKO YTO MOTEPSI CECTPY
U JIpy3€i. Y HEro HUKOro HE OCTaJIOCh, KPOME HEe.

— Toraa mycth youpatorcst o06a! — 6e3xanoctHo orpe3ana Kpucren. — DTo Moe mociennee
cioBo, Poy3, ¢ MeHs xBaTuUT!

BeasMa mysnieit BeuieTENIa M3 KYXHH U €/1Ba HE Bpe3anach B Menuccy.

— Kaxkoro gepra TbI TyT nenaemb?! — npoumnena KpucrteH. Beimsiaena oHa yxacarole:
KpAacCHO-YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI ObUIM PACHYIICHBI W MPEKPACHO OTTEHSUIM PadyXKKy INa3, KOTopas u3
TEMHO-KapeH CTajia yroJbHO-YEPHOM.

— XoTela MOWTH Ha KYXHIO BBIIUTH YAk, — HENPUHYXKJICHHO oTBeTuina Jlucca, crapasices He
BBIJIATh CBOETrO CTpaxa.

— Tak nau, yero crouiib? — psiBKHYJIA KpucTeH u, TpsAXHYB BOJIOCAMHU, YAAIUIACS.

Menucca Ha KyxHIO He ntonvia. OHa Ha ApOXkKaIMX HOTrax BEPHYIACh B KOMHary. JleHu yxe He
cnaji. OH cujen Ha KYIIETKe, U BUJI y HETO ObUT OTEPSHHBIN.

— Jlobpoe yrpo, — cka3zai napeHsb.

— JIn4HO MHE TaK HE KaXeTCs, — OTpbI3HYJach JIncca u miitoXHynack paioM C HUM.

— Jla MHE TOXe, — Jl€eHr BHUMATEIBbHO BIJIAENCA B €€ JINI0. — YTO nmpouzonuio?

— Huuero.

— Torga yem TbI Tak paccTpoeHa?

Jlucca noaHsIa HA HETO IJ1a3a.

— Kpucren ckasana, 4To Thl MOXKEIb OCTABATHCS 3/IECH.

— A TBI?

— A 5 10JKHA TOCKopee yOpaThCsi OTCIO/IA.

— Yro, psAMoO Tak u ckazana?!

— Ilo mpaBme roBops, HeT, HE coBceM. S moacmymana pasroBop Kpucren ¢ Poy3. Onwu
pyraimvce Ha KyxHe, 1 Kpucren ckaszaina, 4to s npeCTaBiIsro JUisi HUX OAaCHOCTh, a Thl — HET.

Jlenn Haxmypuiics. JIucca BCKoYnIa ¢ MECTa U ITPOLUIACHh IT0 KOMHATE.

— UTo Takoro, 4epT BO3bMHU, OHHU 3HAIOT 000 MHE?! — OHa OCTaHOBHUJIACH TTOCPEAU CIAbHU
v Briepuia B3 B Jlenu. [lapens noxan miedamu.

— B 11000M citydae, Tebe Toke He MoMeIIano Obl 3TO 3HATh.

— DTO TOYHO.

B xomHuary 3arnsnyna Poys.

— IIpuser. [Jenu, Kpucten xouet ¢ ToOOOH MOrOBOPUTH.

JIleHu MoAHSJICA C MeCTa U neperisinyica ¢ Menuccoi. Ta okpyrimna riasa.

— Bce Oyzaer xopoio, — mnporienTai napeHs e Ha yxo. — S Te0st He ocTaBio.

OH BbIIIEN U3 KOMHAThL. Menucca TsSHKEI0 B3I0XHY/IA U OMYCTUIIACh HAa KYIIETKY, U TYT TOJIBKO
3ameTuia, 4to Poy3 Bce €lle CTOMT Ha MOpore KOMHAarhl. J[eBouka BOILIA, IUIOTHO 3aKphbUla 3a
co0oii 1Bepb U cena psaaoMm ¢ JIuccoi.



— 4 3Hato0, 4TO THI BCE Clblasia, — ckasaja Poy3. Menncca He moaHsIa HA HEee B3I, OHA
CMOTpEa B OJHY TOUKY Ha I0JTY.

— [Ha, ciopimana.

Bonapunoce Monyanue. Jlucca OTBIEKJIACH OT pa3mIsAbIBAHUS I0JIa W BHE3ANHO PENIMIIA
KOBATh KEJI€30, TOKA rOpsvo.

— W TBI 10JKHA MHE KOE-YTO OOBSICHUT.

— He nymaro, yro...

— Yewm s q1s Bac Tak onacHa?! — mepebuiia ee Menucca. — YeM s xyxke Jleau? OH TOYHO
TAKOW K€ 3aTBOPHUK, KaK U s, U OH TOXE B pO3bICKE!

— He coBcem Takou ke, — tepnennBo Bo3pasuia Poys.

— YTO0 3HAYUT «HE COBCEM»? — Haxmypuiach Jlucca.

— Tebs noctaBuiin B MUIHAUT crieiMaabHO s Koro-to u3 Jpeadymn-xomta. Bo3aMmoxHo, ajis
CaMOM KOPOJIEBBI.

— Jla, 51 caplana yTo-To nojgooHoe. Ho uTo B 3TOM cTpanmoro?

Poy3 ouensb cepbe3Ho nocMmoTpena Ha Menuccy.

— A TO, YUTO TBOEro Jipyra WIIyT MPOCThIE OXOTHUKH, YTOOBI JOCTABUTH €r0 B KPEMOCTh U
MOJY4UTh Harpaay. A Te0st pa3bICKUBaeT MaTPyJib U3 3amMKa!

— Ta, 9yTO MEHs MOXMTHIIA, 3HAJIA MOE WMsl, 3HAYUT, UM HY)XHa OblUla He Jro0as >KepTBa, a
uMeHHO 5. Ho 3adem s um nonanobminacsk? OTKyna koposieBe BooOIe 000 MHE U3BECTHO?

— KT0 3HaeT? — moxana nijeyamMu MaJleHbKas JIeKapka ¥ MOHU3uja rojoc. — Booobie-To,
OHa M caMa TeMmHas Jiomaaka. KoponeBol craia He Tak AaBHO, BCETO HECKOJBKO JIEeT Ha3al. Hukrto
HUYETO TOJIKOM O HEM He 3HaeT. EAMHCTBEHHBIN OOIEeN3BECTHRIN QakT U3 ee buorpaduu — 3To ee
UM

— W T8I gaxxe He 3HaeNb ee hamMuInu?

— Het, — nmokavana ronoBoit Poy3. — Korja ona nosiBunach, ctapsiii Kopoib BunueHco Obut
roTOB OTOMTHM B Mup uHOM. [locie cBanbObl OHa B3sia ero (amuiuio U crana lenoit DieHoi
Manysne Ban Mopras.

— Kakue cTtpanHbie nMeHa, — 3aayMuuBO npousHecina Jlucca. — Ban Mopran... Kaxercs
3HAKOMBIM.

— Bpsn nu. DTO cTapuHHBIA PO MOTYIIECTBEHHEMIIMX BAMIIMPOB, UNMEHHO OHH OCHOBAJIH
koposeBcTBO OO0benuHeHHbIX Cuil Mpaka, KOTOpO€ BIOCHEACTBUU ObUIO NMEPEMMEHOBAaHO B
MunHaiiT, u co3anu mopTan ajs Bxoma B Hero. Kiroueld ot moprtana ObUIO BCEro JBa, OHU
IepeaaBAINCh IO HACIIEACTBY OT KOPOJIS K KOPOJIIO, TOKA HE OKA3AJIUCh B pykax [ esbl.

Menucca coOpanach 3amarh €Iie BOMPOC, HO TYT ABEPh B KOMHATy pacmaxHylach W B
noMeIlleHre OYKBAJIbHO BOPBAJICS pa3bspeHHBINH JeHu.

— Mpbl yxomuM, — PpSABKHYI OH, IodemMy-To mnotupas mmeky. C mnopora pasgancs
npe3puTeNbHBIA cMemok. Jlucca oOepHynachk W 3ametuina B jaBepsx Kpucren. Beapma crosia,
MIPUCIIOHUBIIMCH K KOCAKY U CKPECTUB PYKU Ha rpynu. Ee ToHkue TyObl HCKPUBUIIUCH B YCMEIIIKE.
Ona mosya HaOmronana, kak JleHW 3aBs3pIBa€T MOSIC M HAJEBAET KYPTKY, MU TakK >K€ MoJiua
IIPOBOAMIIA TOCTEN A0 BbIxOAa. POoy3 BbIIUIA U3 KOMHATHI BCJIE 38 HUMU.

— IlpommaiiTe, — cka3ana oHa rpycTHO. — Hajeroch, cBUIUMCS erme Koraa-Huoyb.

— IlpustHo OBIIO C TOOOW MO3HAKOMUTBLCS, — OTBETWJIAa €il Jlmcca, JEMOHCTpPaTUBHO
urHopupyst Kpucten. — 3Haelb, eciii Obl Thl ObLIa 4€TOBEKOM, TO 51 ObI CKa3asa, 4TO Thl XOPOIIM I
YEJIOBEK.

— A 51 ¥ eCTh 4eJIOBeK — OOJIbIIeH YacThI0 CBOEH CYIIHOCTH, — YIBIOHYAach Poys3.



Kpucren 3akarmiia mraza. OHa BCe Tak k€ MOJIYA CTOSIA y CTEHBI, CIIOKUB HA TPYIH PYKH, U
HETEPIIEIUBO MMPUTOITHIBAIA HOTOM.

Jlucca nepBoii nepecTynuia nopor aomMa. 3a Heil Bolien JeHu.

— Y auu BaM, — ckazaia uM Bcies Poys. Pebsita pazoM 00epHYNHCE.

— Cnacubo, — xopoM cka3zanu oHH. Poy3 momaxasna uM pyKoil U CKpbUIach B JIOME.

— CKkarepTbIo TOpOKKa, — npoueauna KpucTeH u ¢ rpoxoTom 3axJI0MHYJIa JIBEPb.



I'nmasa 7

— Tloitmem otcroga moOwvicTpee, — Jlenu B3si1 Menuccy 3a pyKy U MOBeNl B CTOPOHY XOJIMa.
OHu 1w 1o Jecy, epKach 3a pyKd, TOKa He HaOpeIr Ha MAJICHbKYIO TIOJITHKY B HU3MHE. MecTo
ObUIO YKPOMHOE — CO BCEX CTOPOH JEPEBbS U TYCTOM KOIMouMil KycTapHUK. CIyCKaThCs ¢ Xoiama
Ha TOJISHKY MPUIIIIOCH ¢ OOJIBIION OCTOPOKHOCTBIO: CKJIOH OKa3ajCs OYeHb KPYThIM. XBaTasiCh 3a
Kyctuku, Jlucca m JleHu mpeomonenu CIycK M OKa3alinch BHU3Y. [lolsgHKa HamoMuHana JHO
OTPOMHOIO0 CTakaHa — CO BCEX CTOPOH OKpPYKEHHas XOJIMaMH, OHa Ka3ajllach HAACKHO
3aIMIIECHHOM.

— Kak Tyt 310p0oB0, — Jlncca pactsHynack Ha TpaBe, 3aKUHYB PYKH 3a TOJIOBY.

— Ho MBI 371€Ch HE OCTaHEeMCSI — CJIHIIKOM OJIM3KO K ropoay, — JleHu cen ¢ Hel psyioM u
CHSIJI C TIOsICa CBOIO (QIISIKKY.

— Xoporo, 4To 51 T03a00TUJICS O BOJAE, — CKas3ajl OH, ClieJiaB Mmapy IIoTKoB. — KTo 3Haer,
KOTJIa MbI TEIEPh HalJIeM KaKOoU-HUOYIb pydyei.

— Taxk uto npousonwio y Teds ¢ Kpucten? — Jlucca B3suia y Hero (JiAry U Toxke IIOTHYJIA
BojIbl. — OHa Te0s ynapuia?

— OHa He NPUHUMAET OTKA30B. A 5 YK€ IBaXJbl UMEJI HAarJ0CTh €1 OTKAa3aTh.

— IIpaBma? Moxer, pacckaxkeub?

— Yo %, moueMy Obl 1 HET? — [leHu ycencs noygooHee. — OTYaCTH MbI IO3HAKOMUIIUCH C
Kpucren uz-3a Ilelimxk. [loHnmaens, MBI ¢ CECTPOM KaKOE-TO BpEMs IPOBEIU 31€Ch MOPO3Hb. S
nonana B OOJbIIyl0 Oedy, U €l MPUIINIOCh Pa3bICKMBATh M BBI3BOJISTH MEHS, HO MPU 3TOM OHA
CWJIBHO TIOCTpajana. JMMa Moxalielia Hac, mpuioTwia 1 Beuteumsia Iledmk. Bece 3To Bpemst mMb
KWK B X qome, u Kpucten s npumsHynca. Korga npunuia nopa yxoauTh, OHA 3aX0TeNIa OCTaBUTh
MeHs ceOe B KaueCTBE JOMAIHEN 3BepYyIIKU. S, pasyMeeTcs, He TOXKeajal CTAHOBUTHCS UTPYIIKON B
pyKax BenbMbl, U Mbl ¢ lleimx cnemHo MOKUHYIM JoM. Temneps ke KpucreH B3gyManocs
ITOBTOPUTH MOIBITKY 3aNI0MYy4YUTh MeHs. OHa pelnmiia, 4To €€ NOUEeyl HEMPEMEHHO 3aCTaBUT MEHS
repeayMarh.

— Jla s u cmoTpio, — JIncca yXMBUIbHYJIACh U TIOTEpJIa MAJIbIIEM B YTOJIKE €ro Ty0. — Y Te0s
3/1€Ch IIOMAaJa.

JleHu Mocnenm o BoITEP I'yObl THUIBHOM CTOPOHOM JIaIOHHU.

— S 1ebs He moHMMaw, — ycMmexHynach Menncca. — KpucTeH kpacuBasi JEByIIKa, Jia
HaBEpHsKa ele U ymHas. Pa3Be oHa He xopoima?

— CMoOTp4 1714 KOro, — MosKaJ niaedyamu J{eHu, He MOHUMas, K YeMy OHa BEJIET.

— Tlouemy Tb1 HE ocTanca? Twel TouHO €il HpaBuIbCa. W Thl ObUT OB B 0€30MaCHOCTH MO €€
KPBUIBIIIKOM, OHA TIPUKPbLUTA ObI T€OS Mepel OCTaTbHBIMU JEMOHAMH.

— Omna BeibMa, 3THM Bce cKa3aHo. M 3To TOJIBKO OJIHA U3 MPUYHH.

— TbI 4TO-TO MMeen NpoTUB BeapM? — ocBenoMmiachk Jiucca. — Ho Beap cpeau Hux
HAaBEPHSIKA €CTh XOPOILHKE. . .
— Cuymaii, ocTaBb 3TH CBOM INYNbIE WIYTKU! — paccepAawics napeHb. — MHe HE HYXKHBI

HUKAKHUE BEJIbMbI, TYCTh Ja)Ke OHU BCE OYAYT pacrpeKpacHbIMU IapeBHAMH !

Jlncca xuxukHyla, HO TPOAOJKATh MOATPYHUBATH HAJl HUM HE CTaJja.

— Hano nomymars, Kyaa IBUTarh Jajiblie, — CEPbE3HO cKazai J[eHu. — MBI He MOXEM 37eCh
JOJITO TOPYAaTh.

— VY Tebs ecTh XOTh KaKue-HUOyAb MBICIM Ha 3TOT CYeT? — C HAACKIOM CIpocuia



Menucca. — ThsI BeJib 3Ha€IlIb, 1 TEOE B 3TOM BOIPOCE HE MOMOIIHUK.

— 3Haro, KoHEe4Ho. S 1ymaro...

OH pe3ko 3aMo4alt, U Ha €ro JIUIE MOSBUJIOCH BBIPAKEHUE BHE3AITHOTO MPOCBETICHHUS.

— 1 3Haro0, kyaa Mbl MokeM noiT. K bumnu u Ouau. OHK MOU cTapble 3HAaKOMBIE.

— XM... A xto oHu? O6opotHu? KonayHsr?

— 3arBopHukd. OnHO Bpems MbI ¢ [Ieik CKpbIBaINCh BMECTE C HUMU, HO IOTOM... — J[eHn
BJIPYT TIOMPAYHEIL.

— Ut0? — HacTopoxunack Jlucca.

— Jla Hudero ocodenHoro. [IpocTo HalM MyTH pa3olUIUCE.

— Ilouemy?

— HeBaxkxHo. 210 OBLIO IaBHO.

— Her, »T0 BaxkxHo! Eciu Thl moccopuiicsi ¢ HUMU, TyMaellb, OHU HAC MIPUMYT?

— IIpumyrt. 4 yBepen. ConnaapHOCTh 3aTBOPHUKOB HE TTO3BOJIUT UM HAC MIPOTHATb.

OHM CHOBa MyCTWJIKNCH B MyTh YEPE3 JIEC.

— JManexko uaru? — cnpocuna Jlucca, mpoaupascs Beien 3a [[enn uepe3 KycThbl.

— Ecau oHM Bce ele XKUBYT Ha MPEKHEM MECTE, TO HE O4€Hb, — J(eHu mpuaepx ai nepen
Jluccoit BeTky. — 3acBeTiio J00parbCcsi, KOHEYHO, HE YCIleeM, MPHAETCS TIe-HUOyIb
OCTaHaBJINBATHCS HA HOYb.

— OcranaBnuBarbcsi? — BO3MYIIEHHO II€pecrpocuiia JeBymka. — JleHu, 1 He xouy

ocTaHaBnuBarbcsa! Mbl OIMH pa3 y)Ke €1Ba HE MONAJINCh, HAa JPYrod pa3 ylnadu HaM MOXKET U He
XBaTHUTb.

— B 51ecy HOUBIO MBI BpsiJ JIM HAPBEMCS HA KOPOJIEBCKUM MATPYJib, — OTBETUII [[eHU.

— Hy, pazymeercs, 3T0 )K€ EIUHCTBEHHOE, YETO HaM CJIENYET OITacaThCsl.

— C HeO0oJIBLION BEPOSATHOCTHIO 3/1ECH MOTYT OPOIUTH MPOCTHIE OXOTHUKHU, HO HE AyMAal0, 4TO
MBI BCTPETUM KOTO-HUOY/Ib.

— Ilouemy TbI Tak yBepeH?

— Kpucren gana MHe BpeMs Ha pa3ayMbs — cKa3aja, 4YTO CEroJHsI BEUYEpPOM Yye3xKaeT Ha Oall
B Jlpeadyn-xomn, mo3TOMy s MOTY MEpEHOYeBaTh B HMX JOME, a YTPOM OTBETUTh Ha €€
npemioxenne. Koponesa yacto yctpauBaet Oanbl U BCAKUE MPUEMBI, U B TAKUE HOYM BCSI HEUUCTD
CTEKAaeTCs B CTOJIUILY.

— ban Heunctu? — yxacuynacb Menucca. — He xoTenoch Obl MHE TaM MMOOBIBATb.

— Tb1 MOxeb MOOBIBaTH TaM, pa3Be UTO, B KAUECTBE 3aKyCKH, — yCMexXHycs JleHu.

Jlaneiie onn nom Moida. Jlucca ganTasmpoBasia Ha TEMY KOPOJIEBCKOTO 0ajia M €ro rocTei,
IpeACTaBisisA ceOe OCIENMUTENbHO KPACUBBIX BEIbM U TAHIIYIOIIMX 3yOacThIX BAMIIMPOB B KPACHBIX
nanax. OHa Tak yBJIEKJIAch, YTO COBCEM HE CMOTpEJa IO HOTH, M, B KOHLIE KOHLOB, €1Ba HE
yIaja, CIIOTKHYBUIMCh O KOpPEHb JiepeBa. Eil nmpunuioch BUeNUThCS B 1iiedo [[eHu, yToObl yCTOSATH
Ha Horax. Ilocie »Toro oHa crama BHUMAareldbHEE CMOTPEThb, Kyla MJET, U BCKOpe oOparuia
BHUMaHUe, Kak J[eHHu craparenbHO OrubaeT rycThle 3apOCiu U aKKypaTHO pa3iBUTrAeT BETBU TaM,
r7ie 000MTH KyCThl HEBO3MOKHO.

— K gemy 3Ta 0CTOpOKHOCTH? — IOMHTEpecoBasiach Menucca. J[eHM OCTaHOBUIICS Y ITOAHSI
OpoBH.

— 1, KOHEYHO, HE CTOPOHHHUIIA T€X, KTO BPEIUT MPHUPOAE, HO 3HAaEllb, 30ecb ee Oepeub
IIPOCTO HEYMECTHO.

— S1 He ee Oepery, a Hac ¢ ToOol, — oTrBeTUNn Jlenn. — Craparoch HE OCTaBIAThH CIIE/OB,
4yTOOBl HAC HE HAIUIM. XOPOIIMH OXOTHUK, YBUJEB CIOMAaHHbBIE BETKH WJIM OTOPBAaHHBIE JINCTHA,



cpa3zy MONMET, 4TO MblI TYT ObUIM. 3]I€Ch K€ HET MEABEJAEH WIIM JPYTrUX KPYIHBIX )KUBOTHBIX, a
3HAYMUT, KTO €IlIe MOT MOJIOMaTh KYCThl, KpoMe Jtofie? OXOTHUKHU JAJIEKO HE Iypaku. ITO Bellb HE
MIPOCTO UX paboTa — JIOBUTH OEIIBIX MPECTYMHUKOB. JTO €Il U caMoe HacTosIee xo00u. [ymaro,
Hallly 3€MJISTHKY pa3pylMiId UMEHHO OXOTHUKH, IOTOMY YTO MBI CTPAIIHO HACJIEIWIIA BOKPYT HEe
3a BpeMs HaIllero MpOKUBAHUS TaM.

OH noMoJiyajg HeMHOT'0, TOTOM YCMEXHYJICS.

— Ho uHorna u IpyruM JeMOHaM XOU€TCs MOPa3BIEUYbCs, U TOIJIa OHU UTPAIOT B OXOTHUKOB:
BBIITYCKAIOT B JIEC KAKUX-HUOYIb KUBOTHBIX U OXOTSTCSA Ha HUX ¢ coO0akamu. JKUBOTHBIX OHU K€
CaMM M BBIPAIMBAIOT, MPUUYEM CAMBIX PA3HbBIX: IOMAIHUN CKOT JEpKaT AJIsl €lIbl, a TMKUX 3Bepei
Pa3BOMST JJI OXOTHI.

— S cnplmana nail cobak B Ty HOYb, KOTJIa OHU Pa3pyIIMJIA 3E€MIISIHKY, — BCIIOMHHJIA
Menucca.

— Eciu 3T0 Bee ke cnenanu UIenku u3 JBopiia, ¢ HAIMU MO ObITh HE COOaKH, a MyTaHTHI.
Nx BoiBenu B Jpeadyn-xoie HECKOIBKO CyMACHIEAIIMX YUCHBIX-KOJJIYHOB. Y 3THUX CO0aK CIyX,
OOOHSIHME W 3PEHUE TOopasjo JIydllle, YeM Y OCTaJbHbIX IICOB, U OHM HAMHOTO CUJIbHEE JIF0OOM
0O0bIYHOM cobaku, gaxe mactudda unu porseinepa. Mx Bcero aecsiTh MITYK Ha BCIO CTpaHy. bbuio
JBEHA/IIIaTh, HO JIBYX YOUJIM HECKOJIBKO MECSAIIEB Ha3a]l BO BPEMsI BOCCTaHHSI.

— BoccTranus? — 3aumHTEpecoBaHHO nepecnpocuiia Jlucca.

— IIneHHUKHU B KPEMOCTU BOCCTAJIA IMPOTHUB KOPOJIEBBI, — HEOXOTHO MOSACHUN J[€HU, OTBOASA
B3IJ1511. — MBI TpeboBaiu cBoOOAbL, TpeOOBaIM BEPHYTH HAC B HAIII MUP.

— Muv1? — n3zymmunace Menucca.

— Ha, s 6611 Tam. Ha Hac crycTuiu 3Tux caMbix cobak. OHU pa3opBaJIi HECKOJIBKUX YETOBEK
MpsSMO Ha HAIMX [J1a3ax, B TOM YUCJIE€ U 3a4MHIIMKA MsTexa. Bocctanue ObLI0O TOIABICHO, HO HAM
BCE K€ YIaOCh YOMTb HECKOJIBKMX KOJJIYHOB M Mapy MECHKOB, a KOE-KTO JaXKe YXUTPUICS
coexarn. Torma-to Ileiimx MmeHs u cnacina. Eciu ObI HE OHA, 5, CKOpEe BCETO, 0 CUX ITOP CHET ObI
3amepThiid B KPETIOCTH, @ MOXKET, Y’Ke ObLUT ObI MEPTB.

Jlucca moexunach, KUBO TIPEACTaBUB ce0Oe, KaK OrpOMHBIE O€IeHble 3BEpPU C
MEPEKATHIBAIOIMMUCS O] MIKYpPOH MOIIHBIMM MYCKYIaMU MYarcs Ha JIFOAEH, Karas CIOHOW U
MEHOM U3 KaJHO PA3UHYTHIX KJIBIKACTHIX MACTEH.

— Wnem, — Opocun Jlenu, npepoiBas ee Mbiciau. [IpoknuHas cBoe OyifHOe BOOOpakeHUE,
JIucca nocnemoBaia 3a CBOUM CITYTHHUKOM.

OHu 1M yepes Jiec JOBOJBHO JOJTO, JIUIIL OIUH Pa3 CJeJaB MpUBall Y HEOOIBIOTO pydyeiika,
9TOOBI TOMUTH YUCTOM BOIBI M TMEPEKYCHTh COPBAHHBIMH C OJIMDKAWIIEro jaepeBa (pyKTaMmu,
KOTOpbIE, BIPOYEM, HE CIIMIIKOM YTOJIMJIM MYYMBUIMKM IMYTHUKOB Tojiof. JImcca yyBcTBOBaia, 4To
BBIOMBACTCS M3 CUJI. YK€ HAUMHAJIO TEMHETh, a MyTh BCE MPOAOIKAJICS, U KAl IIar JaBajics
BCE C OOJIBIIIMM U OOJIBIIIMM TPY/IOM.

Bueszanno /[eHu ocTaHOBUWIICS Kak BKOTIAHHBIN, 1 Menucca cpa3y jorajaanach, IoueMy: OHa U
caMa ycibllana IIyM HENOJaleKy, CIOBHO KTO-TO O€all Mo Jiecy, HUCKOJIBKO HE 3a00TACh 00
OCTOPOXKHOCTH.

— brIcTpo, ne3b Ha nepeBo! — mpukazan [enu. JIucca omsgenach, 3aMeTUIIa PAIOM JAEPEBC
C HHU3KO pacTyIIMMH BETBSIMH U T'yCTOW KPOHOW M Opocuiiack K Hemy. [logbem gancst e TpyaHoO:
HOTH BCE €IIle ToOaInBai, HECMOTPS Ha ieneOHyro Massb Poys. Bekope Jlucca u Jlenu yxe cuaenu
Ha BETBAX, HAJC)KHO CKPBITHIE MBIIHON JUCTBOM, CMOTPEIN BHU3 U IPUCITYILIMBAIUCH.

[IIyMm ycunuBaiics, © BOT Ha OTKPBITOE MPOCTPAHCTBO, C TPECKOM JIOMAsl KYCThI, BBICKOUHII
kabaH W OCTAHOBWJICS. Melncca HUKOT/IA PaHbIlle )KMBBIX KaOAaHOB HE BHUJIEA, TOATOMY CMOTpea



Ha JKMBOTHOE BO BCE€ Iia3a. 3Beph ObLI COBCEM HEOOIBINON, Oyporo okpaca, co CTOSIIEH TbIOOM
peaKoil YyepHOU ImepcTKor Ha xpedre. BeTku mos3amu Hero 3airymend, U KabaH CHOBa OpOCHIICS
HAIIPOJIOM 4Yepe3 KYCThI.

Yepe3 MrHOBeHHE Ha MOJSHKY C JIaéM BBICKOYMJIA OOJIbIIAs, HEBEPOSITHO TOIAsi cobaKa C
y3KOM MOpJI0ii, a 3a HEM Mo msATaM MYK4HMHa ¢ py)kbeM. Cobaka cpa3y ke pBaHyla K KycTam, IJie
CKpbUIACh JKEPTBA, U Hcue3na B IUCTBE. OXOTHUK, OOOTHYB I'YCThIE 3apOCIIv, TOOEXKa 3a IICOM.

Kaxk Tonpko Bce ctuxio, Jlenu cies ¢ aepesa n nojain Jlncce 3HaK, 4TO MOKHO CIIYCKaThCS.

— OueHb JOOPOTHBIN KabaH, MEXIy MpoYynuM, — 3aMeTua oH. — CKopee Jaxke He KadaH, a
neteHbI Benpsi. CiraBHas BbIILIa ObI 0XOTA.

— Taxk 1bI Tr00MIIL 0X0TY? — moaHsuTa OpoBu Menucca. — He Ha mrozei, s1 Haae0Ch?

JleHu yCMexHyIIcs.

— 51 yacTEeHBKO XOJIUJI C OTIIOM OXOTHUTHCS B JieC, Korja ObLT MAJICHBKUM, U Y HAaC TOXe Oblia
rOHYasl.

JleHn omycTuil B3IV M IMOLIEBEJMUJ HOrOM TpaBy. BocOMHHAaHHS O HPOLUION XU3HU B
IPYrOM, HOpPMaJIbHOM MUPE, HABESIIM TOCKY 110 IOMY.

— Ilonararo, kabaHbl BXOIAT B YHMCIIO JTUKHUX 3BEPEU, KOTOPBIX Pa3BOAAT 3/1€Ch AEMOHBI? —
cka3ana Meinuncca, 4ToObI OTBIIEYb Apyra. — He Mory gaxe npeacTaBuTh, Kak CI0KHO Pa3BOAUTH
KaOaHOB.

Jlenu paccMmesiics.

— XOIAT CyXd, YTO B KPEMOCTHU Ja)K€ TUTPOB pa3BomAT. CaM sl UX HE BUJAEJ, MHE MOMNAJIUCH
TaM TOJIbKO BOJIKHM Y JIMCHIIA.

— Kak xanb, 4TO 0JIarOpOIHBIM 3BEPSIM, BPOAE BOJKOB, MPUXOAUTCS CUAETh B KIETKAX U
KIaTh, IOKa HMMH KTO-HUOyOb OTOOEHaeT, NPEeABAPUTENBHO 3aroHsB HMX @O Jiecam g0

MOJIYyCMEPTHU, — cepAuTo npousHecia Jlucca. OHa Bcerga iro0uiia >KMBOTHBIX, U pacckasbl JleHn
3aCTaBUJIU €€ ellle CUJIbHEee HeHaBUAETh KUuTeaed MugHanra.
— He nmymaro, uTo 3Bepu 3HAIOT O CBOe cynpOe 3apanee, — oro3Baics enu. — Iloitaem,

HY>KHO MTPOMTH KaK MOKHO OOJIbllle, TOKa COBCEM HE CTEMHETO.

Jlucca mormienach 3a HUM, HO JyMalia y)Ke He O KUBOTHBIX. OHa JymMalia O TOM, HAaCKOJIBKO
jerde crayio obmarecs ¢ Jlenu 3a mociaeaaue mapy aHer. OOmas Oega oObeAMHUIIA WX, 3aCTABUB
3a0BITH MTPOIILTBIC PA3MOJIBKHU B 3eMJITHKE. B KOHIIE KOHITOB, Menrcca BEIHYX/eHA Oblila MPU3HATh,
4TO B 11eJI0M J[eHM JOBOJIbHO MUJ U 00asiTelieH. «Moowcem Ovimsb, 8 Opy2om Mupe y Hac 0axce 4mo-
HUOYOb NOIY4ULOCH Obl, — MEIIbKHYJIa y Hee CTpaHHasi MbICIb. — Hem, osmo 6ps0 au. ¥ nac nem
abCcoNOmMHO HUYe20 00we20, Kpome mozo, Ymo Mvl 00a 3aCmMpsIU 8 Imom yicacHom mecme. booice,
0 YeM 5 MOabKO OyMaio, OH 8edb MHe Oadce He Hpasumcs! Kpome moeo, [ocetic scoem mens mam,
8 MOell HOPMATILHOU HCUZHUY. «A drcoem u?» — MPeNaTeNbCKU METHYI BHYTPEHHU TOJ10C.

— Ilopa uckaTh MecTo JyIsl HOUJIera, — HapyILMJI 3aTAHYyBIIeecss Modyanue JleHu.

— A Moxer, Bce ke He OymeM ocTaHaBIMBaThbcsa? — poOko mpemnoxmina Jlucca. — Eciam
YEeCTHO, 51 OOFOCh O cMepTU. MBI YK€ BCTPETUIIM OIHOTO OXOTHHKA, KTO 3HAET, CKOJBKO €Ile X
31ech OpoauT?

— He nepexxuBaii, Bce OyneT OTIMYHO. MBI OTJOXHEM, BBICIIMMCS, U 3aBTPa K CEPEAUHE JTHS
yke OyzieM Ha MecTe.

— A ecnu He JienaTh MPUBAJI, TO MBI, MOXET, OyZIeM TaM YK€ K cepeirHe HOUH !

— W DOunu ¢ bumioM HaOpocsTcs Ha HAC, CTOUT HaM TOJIBKO MOKA3aThCsl BO3JIE X YOEKHUIIIA.
Onu xe 3arBopHuku, Jlucca! IlpencraBb CBOIO peakiMio, Korga K TeOe cpeaud HOYM KTO-TO
noAKpazasBaeTcs. UTo craHens aenars?



Menucca BO3MYILICHHO BO33pHJIach Ha HETO.

— Ho...

Jlenu Bo3jen pyku K HeEOYy.

— O rocnonu, Hy IoYeMy Thl Takas yrpsMasi? Vnu tede mpocTo HpaBUTCS CO MHOM CIIOPHUTH,

— 1 Bcero nuub HE XOUy PUCKOBATH, HO, €CIIA 3TO, TO-TBOEMY, YIPSIMCTRBO. ..

— MbI HUUEM HE PUCKYEM, €CJIM XOPOIIEHBKO CIIPSYEeMCH.

Menucca Bce elie koyiedaiacs.

— Ho Beab MbI MOKEM MOCTIATh U IO TPUXO/TY K TBOUM JIPY3bsM!

— lloliMu, HaM HYXHO OTAOXHYThb. CHIIBI B 3alace BCErja NPUTOAATCS. A BAPYr MBI HE
HailgeM, rae npsuyrces brut u Ouan? HaMm npuaeTcs npuIyMbIBaTh HOBBIM IJIaH U CHOBA KyJIa-TO
IBUTATHCS.

— JlagHo, XOpoIIo, JaBail OCTAHOBUMCS, HO €CIIA M3-3a 3TOr0 MBI MOMAJEM B HEIPUSITHOCTH,
3HaM, 3TO OyJET EJIMKOM U MOJTHOCTHIO TBOSI BUHA.

3aHOYEBATh PEIMINA B 3apOCISX TYCTOTO KYCTapHUKA, KOTOPBIE CHApPYKHU BbIVISAICIN
COBEpIICHHO HEMpOJa3HbIMHU. J[€HM HAMETAaHHBIM IJIa30M HAIlle] MECTO, IJI€ MOXKHO CHENarhb
Ja3eiKy, 4TOOBI 3a0UTHCS MOMITYOKE B 3apOCiiv. AKKYpaTHO TpojesiaB HEOOBIIOHN a3 B BETBAX, OH
Ha YEeTBEPEHbKaX MPOIIOJI3 BHYTPh U M03Bas1 Menuccy.

— Ilom3u ko MHE. TOJIBKO JIMYMKO HE Mmolaparan.

Jlucca nposnesna K HeMy U JIETIIA PSIIOM.

— CrniokoiHOM HOYM, MO/Apyra. 3aBTpa y HaC OyAeT HE MEHbIIIE TPYAHOCTEN, UEM CETOJIHS.

— O, 51 B2TOM HE COMHeBarOCh. CIOKONMHON HOYH, JleHH.

Menucca noaro Bopoudaiachk ¢ 00Ky Ha OOK Ha XOJIOMHOM 3eMJie U HUKAaK HE MoIia yCHYTh. Ee
IpYr YK€ JTaBHO CHall — CIIOKOWMHO, HE ABUTAsCh, JIUIIb NOCANbIBasg TUXOHBKO. JIMCCa HEBOJIBHO
VIBIOHYIIACK, DIISI/ISI HA HEro B TeMHOTE. 110/1710)KuB pyKku MO/ TOJI0BY, OHA 3aKpbUIA I1a3a. YCHYTh
el yaaJioch TOJIBKO Yepe3 HEKOTopoe BpeMsi. Bokpyr cTosiia rpoboBas TUIIMHA, HapylaeMast JIUIIh
npixanueM JleHu, u 3ta TMHMHA JaBuia Ha ymum. Korma Menncca 1modyBCTBOBajia, 4TO COH,
HAKOHEIl, OBJIAJECBAET €10, OHA C TOTOBHOCTBIO MO3BOJMJIA €MY 3aXBaTUTh €€ W YHECTH M3 MHUpPa
ThMBI M CTpaxa B CTpaHy rpes, Ije cobiBatoTCs MeuThl. OMHAKO ATOW HOYBIO €€ MeuTaM HE CYXKJIEHO
OBUIO COBITBHCS: BO CHE €M CHOBA SIBUJICS TAMHCTBEHHBIN O€3IMKUN He3HaKoMell 1o uMeHH CaliMOH.

Menuccy pa3oyaui yxe 3HAKOMbIA IIyM — co0auuii jlaif u rpyObie rojioca. OHa OTKphLIA
rasa, ¢ TpyIoM cooOpaxasi, 4To npoucxonut. Codaku Jasiii COBCEM PsIIOM, UyTh B CTOPOHE ObUIH
CJBIIIHBI IIATA OXOTHUKOB MO TpaBe. COHHBIN TypMaH YIETYy4uJCi B OJHO MrHoBeHue. CMEKHYB,
4yTO K ueMy, Menucca pacroinkana /eHu.

— B uewm...

OH He ycnen 3aKoOHYUTh Bormpoc — Jlucca 3axana eMy poT naaoHsto. Ho, k cuacTero, ero
TPOMKHH TOJIOC OBLT 3ariyllieH CO0aUYbUM JIaeM.

— Pa3zee 51 mebs ne npedynpexcoana?! — BHe ce0sl OT THEBa npolmnena Jlucca ene CibIHo.
JleHn BHMHOBATO BXKaJl TOJOBY B IUIEYM U 3aKyCWJ T'yOy, CYAOPOXHO MBITasicb cOOOpa3uTh, Kak
BBIUTHU W3 MOJIOKEHUSA. KTO-TO mpolien coBceM psoM ¢ KycTamu, 3alieB BeTKU. Cyld mo 3ByKam,
OXOTHHK TIpolllarajl €lie HECKOJIbKO METPOB, pa3BepHYICAa W mouien oOparHo. Jlucca u Jlenu
3araunu japixanue. Illarm ocTaHOBUIIMCH, W BAPYr HaJ TOJOBaMHU peOSAT paszaaincs TPOMKHI
JIOBOJILHBIN BOILIb:

— Hammen, onu 31¢ech!

VY Jluccel cepaue yuwio B narku. OHa JUXOpPaJoyHO AyMalia, 4To Jenarb. OHa OTYETIMBO



CJIBIIIAJIa TPEPHIBUCTOE JbIXaHUE J[eHu U C y)KacoM MOHMMAaJla, YTO HUKAKOH IJIaH MpUIyMarb OHU
yke He ycneroT. OcTaeTcs JINIIb HAIESIThCA Ha CBOI0 CKOPOCTh U MaIYIO TOJIUKY YAAauH.

— Ha cuer Tpu npopsiBaemcs depe3 KyCT BOT C 3TOM CTOPOHBI U O€KHUM YTO €CTh CUJ, —
npouenrana Jlucca. Jlenn Moirua KUBHYI.

— Paz... [Ipa... Tpu!

[TocnenHee c0BO OHA yXe€ HE MpoIleNTalna, a MpoKkpuyaia Bo BeCh rojoc. C OmTylmTeIbHbIM
TpeckoM Jlucca BeIpBasiach U3 3apOCiei U MOHECHach BIEpe, He oOpalas BHUMaHus Ha 00Jb —
BETKM pa3ofpalii €ul Bce Jmuo W Mmer. (C3aau JOHOCWIICS HEBHATHBIM IyMm. Pazmancs
TPOMOTIOAOOHBIN BBICTPEN, ITOTOM €IIIe OJWH... HerpoMKkuii BCKpUK, 3BYK YIIaBIIETO TEA. ..

— /Jlenu!!! — B yxace 3aBonuiia Menucca, OCTaHaBIMBAsACh HA BCEM X0y M Pa3BOPAUYUBAsAChH
Ha3aa. — Jlenu! Jlenu!

OH He or3bBasics. TeMHOTa BOKpPYr Mellana NOHATh, YTO MPOU30IILIO.

— Jleau! — mo numy Menucchl pydbsMHU TOJIUIUCH ciie3bl. OHa MOIIATHYJIACh, HO BCE XK€
Halwia B ce0e cuiibl yaepKarbesa Ha Horax. Mosr ee ObLT 3aTymMaHeH 00Jibto 3a J[eHu u cTpaxom 3a
ce0s1, HO OHa co00pa3uiia, YTO BbIJaa C€0sl KPUKOM, U YTO HEJIB3S MPOAOJIKATh CTOSITh HA MECTE.
Ona pa3BepHyJIach U CHOBA mo0exarna.

KoneuHo, nx Bcero tpoe, U cobaku y HUX OOBIKHOBEHHBIC... HeT, eil He cpaBUTHCS C HUMHU
BCeMH. Y HUX OPYXKHE, 3TO i He 1Mo 3y0am. 3HAUUT, Hal0 OekaTh, HECTUCH BO BECh OMOp... Bot
TOJBKO Kyna? Cay4usaoch TO, O YE€M TOBOPWJI HEAaBHO J[eHM — OHa ocTanach COBCEM OJHA B
gyxoM Mupe. Ho 06 3ToM MoxHO noaymars no3xke. [1oka »e oHa cTapanach yoekarb Kak MOKHO
nanbIlie OT TOTO MecTa, TIjae ee ena He mnodmanu. OHa HaMmepeBajlach OeXarTbh, IOKa
MpeciieIoBaTeNIv He MOTEPSIOT €€ U3 BUY. ..

Cne3bl Bce JWINCh W JWIKCh. Menucca Ha XOIy yTHpaa MX pPyKaBaMH, 3aJbIXasiCh OT
ObICTpOro Oera u NIyMHO BCXJIUMBIBasi. A OXOTHUKH YK€ JIOTOHSIIH €€. ..

Buesanno Jlucca 000 4TO-TO CMOTKHY/NAch. 3eMilsl ynula y HEE W3-TOI HOT, W JIEBYIIKa C
BOIJIEM KyOapeMm MoKaTujiach Kyaa-To BHU3. OHa crblliana, Kak e BCleN pa3fajcs BeICTpeEd...
[ToneT mpomoikalcs, Ka3aloch, HEBEPOSTHO JIOJITO, U 3aKOHYMJICS yKacHOM Ooisibto. OT ymapa
CIIMHOM O 3€MJIIO MEPEXBATHIIO JIbIXaHUE.

Menucca cynopoxHO XBaraia proM Bo3ayX. OHa OTKpbUIA Iia3a, Aymas, 4To yXe yMmepJa.
[lepen miazamu BCE IJIBUIO U KPYKHJIOCh, B YIIIAX CTOSJI ODIYIIMTENIbHBIN 3B0H. OHA MOMBITANIACh
CeCTh, HO HM OJHA YacTh TeJla HE >KeJajla Ciymarbcs Xo3siiky. Jlucca He Momia maxe
nomeBenuThes. [lepen rmazamu BApyr BO3HUKIIA YepHas MejieHa, 1 Menucca noTepsijia CO3HaHHUE.
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Korna ona ounynack, BOKpYr 0110 ¢BeTsi0. CBET Tak pe3Ko ylapuil B IJla3a, YTO MPUIIIIOCH UX
3aKpbITh. MO3Tr paboTall 3aTOPMOKEHHO, CIIOBHO HEUCITPaBHBIN KOMITbIOTEp. B ronose ObUIO MycTO
— COBEpUICHHO HUKAKNX MBICIIEH.

Bnpyr coBceM psioM ¢ HEN pa3ajics HEKHBIM JEBUYUN T'OJIOCOK:

— TsI mpuHEC oecTh? 3aMevaTenbHO!

— OmHa eme He npuxonuiia B ce0s? — 0TO3BANICSI MYXKCKOM rojioc. OTBeTa He MOCIeI0BAIO.
JIucca xorena MOBEPHYTH T'OJIOBY M IIOCMOTPETH, KTO HAXOMUTCS PSAOM C HEM, HO IIes CIOBHO
oliepeBeHEeNla M Ha HEOCTOPOXKHYIO TIOMBITKY JABHXKEHHS OTO3Bajach OCTpod Ooibro. Jlucca
3aCTOHAJIA.

— Kaxercs, oyHynach, — HETPOMKO CKa3ajla HaXOIMBIIAACA PsAAOM JeBylka. Memucca
OTKpbUIA Ia3a U npuigypuwiack. OHa cMomIa pa3mIsAeTh HajJ COOOM JMCTBY — BEPOSITHO, OHA
JeXKUT Ha 3emiie B jecy. OHa HE MOMHMIIA, YTO MPOU3OIILIO, TTOYEMY OHA OKa3ajach 3/eCh 0e3
CO3HAaHUS U KTO 3TH JIOJIU PAJIOM C HEM.

— I'ne 517 — cnpocuna Jlucca cnaGpiM XpUILIBIM TOJ0COM. — KTO BbI Takue?

Ee m1a3a mocTeneHHo NPUBBIKIM K CBETY, U OHA, HAKOHEL[, CMOINIA OTKPBITH UX MOJHOCTHIO.
Han Hel ckIIOHMIach CBETIIOBOJIOCAS JEBYIIKA MPUATHON HAPYKHOCTHU.

— MeHns 30ByT DHHU, — CKa3aja OHA, OTKUAbIBAs Ha3aJ JUIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI, CBECUBIINECS HA
ano. — A 1eds?

— Menucca. I'ne 1?

— To1 y Hac, B HameM yOexuIle, — OTBETHJI € MYKCKOM royioc. — MeHs 30BYT. ..

— bwui, — HeoxuganHo ckasana Jlucca. Iloyemy-To €l mpUILIO HA YM UMEHHO 3TO HMHI.
UYUT0-TO MIEBEIBHYIOCH B MAMSATH. .. YpHU-TO CJIOBA.
— Ja. Otkygma TbhI 3Haemb? — TOJOC IAPHS 3By4a VYAUBICHHO W BMECTE C TEM

HACTOPOkKEHHO. — KTO ThI Takas?

— $1, Bpoze Obl, OblIa 3aTBOPHHUIIEH.

bornpie HU4Yero oHa HE TOMHMIIA.

— 3aTBOpHUILIEH? — yIUBIECHHO MOAHSIa DHHU CBETJIbIE OPOBHU.

— BprI He 3HaeTe, Kak A croja nomnaja? Kak 1aBHo s 371eChb?

— MBI Hanwii Tedst BYepa yrpoM, — oTo3Baics bu u toxke noxacen k Jlucce. — Cyns no
BCEMY, ThI ynajua ¢ xoiaMa. Mbl MOOOSUIUCH TE€0S MEPEHOCUTh, Y T€0S MOTYT OBITh MEPEIIOMBI UJIU
JpYTUE paHbl.

— U o1 1BHO T1aKana, — no0aBuiaa DHHU. — Y TeOS Ha JUIIE TPSA3HBIC TTOTEKH.

— Ecnu He Bo3pakaens, s Te0s 0CMOTpIo, — ckazan bui. — Moxels nomeBenuTh pyKaMu
Y HOraMu?

Jlucca mocayHo MomnbITanach NOAHITH MO OYEPEAN HOTU U PYKHU U C PaJoCThi0 OOHApYXUIIa,
YTO €€ KOHEYHOCTH I1€JIbl U HEBPEAUMBI.

— Xopol1o, a Tenepb NOonbITaiics Je4b Ha OOK.

Bckope BBISICHHIIOCH, UTO Bee KOCTH JIMCChI B TOPSIJIKE, a HA TEJIe JUIb CUHSIKUA U CCAJIUHBL.

— 51 oOpaboTaro TBOM IapaluHbl YyTh MO3XKE, — CKa3ajla DHHU, U OHU ¢ buiiom BMecTe
KyJla-TO ynajlWinch. Menucca ycenach Ha TpaBy, HPUCIOHUBIIMCH K JIEPEBY, U OMISAJEIACH 10
ctopoHaMm. OHa HaXOAWJIaCh HA HEOOJBIION MOJISTHKE Y MOTHOXKHUS X0JIMa, C KOTOPOT0, BEPOSITHO, €€
U Yropa3auio ynacTh I03aBdepa HOYbI0. MecTo ObUIO JIOBOJIBHO-TaKU KpacuBoe, W Jlucca



HEBOJILHO NMPEACTABUIIA €r0 B CBETE JIETHETO COJIHBIIIKA, KOTOPOTO, Pa3yMeeTCs, HE YBUJHUIIL B
3TOM L[APCTBE MPAaKa.

— Bor, s npuHec Tebe moecth, — OTBIEK ee rojoc buina. Menucca ToabKO ceiiuac BIEpBhIC
BHUMATEJIbHO €T0 paccMoTpelia. ITo ObUT 0OpONaThiid MapeHb JIET ABAALATH ISITH, TOIyO0Ia3blii, C
TYCTBIMH, CHJIBHO OTPOCIIMMH PYCBIMH BOJIOCAMU, HEBBICOKMI, KOPEHACTBIA, MYCKYJIUCTBINU.

— 371eCh HEMHOTO PUCa U KapEHbIX OBOLIEH, — bHiut npoTsHyn JIncce ncnaukaHHbIN KUPOM
CBEPTOK M3 IUJIOTHOW Oymaru u ycesncs psSoM Ha TpaBy. YHIOXaB 3amax ejabl, Menucca BApYyr
IMOYYBCTBOBAJIa AUKHWM, MPSIMO-TAKU 3BEPCKUU TOJIOA, KOTOPBIM 0 3TOr0O MOMEHTA MOYTH HE
OIIIyIIIAJICS U3-3a HOOIIEH 0O0JIM BO BCEM TeEJIe.

— Cmacubo! — ropsigyo mpoM3HEcHa OHa, pa3BepHyla Oymary W HaOpocuiach Ha exy. U
XOJIOAHBIA CIMIIIIMICS PUC, U OBOIM MMOKa3aduch Menncce BKYCHEUIIEW Ha CBETE MUILECH, U OHA B
I[BA CYETA CMETIA YrOIEHHUE.

— S Xouy Koe-4To OT TE€Os yCIbIark, — CEPbEe3HO MpOoU3HEeC buiul, eaBa 0K IaBIIMCh, TTOKa
OHa JI0€eCT.

— Yrto umenno? — Jlucca mmpoko 3eBHyNa. OHa BIIEPBBIE 3a MOCIEIHUE HECKOJIBKO JHEU
ObL1a ChITa, U celyYac el XOTeJOCh CraTh, & HE OTBEYaTh HE BOMPOCHL.

— ThI IEHCTBUTENIBHO HE TIOMHHUILb, IPU KAKUX 00CTOSTENBCTBAX CIOa nomnana?

ConnuBocTh Menuccol Kak pykoil cHsuto. OHa mocMotpena buiny B miaza. OH monsITasncs
M300pa3uTh Mpa3IHOE JIOOOMBITCTBO, HO CKPHITh HACTOPOXKEHHOCTH BO B3IJISAIE EMY HE YIallOCh.

— Tr1 MHe HEe JoBepsielllb, — KOHcTarupoBana Jlucca. briul KUBHYII, HE OTphIBasi OT HEE
B3IUISI/1A.

— TblI 3HAJIA MOE UMH.

— 4l e 3Hana, — Bo3pasmia AeBylka. — OHO IPOCTO KAK-TO CaAMO BCKOYMJIO B TOJIOBY. MHe
KaXeTCA, 1 OT KOTO-TO CIIbIIAja O BaC ¢ DHHU HE3aJ0Jro 0 najeHus. Moe moclieHee YETKOe
BOCIIOMWHAHUE — M3 MPOILION )KU3HH, O TOrO, KakK 5 rnmomnajga B MUIHAWT.

— 3Ha4uT, THI 3Haenmn 0 MugHanre?

— Jla. BoT ToapKO HE MOMHIO, KaK JaBHO s 37ecCh. 51 yBepeHa, 4To Oblla 3aTBOPHUIICH, S
CMYTHO IMOMHIO, YTO CO MHOIO OBbUI KTO-TO €I1Ie, HO 3TO, MOKayi, BCE, YTO sl MOTY ceiuac cKasaTh.

— Oro 1moxo, — but mokavan rojioBod u BApyr Haxmypuiicsa. — ['oBopuib, T€0s 30ByT
Menucca? 3Ha4uT, 3TO T€OS MOXUTUIIN MO MPUKA3Y...

— Koro-To u3 nopia, — 3akoHunia 3a Hero Jlucca. — Jla. O0 3ToM U ecTh MO€ TIOCJIETHEE
BOCIIOMHUHAHUE: MEHS MOXATHUJIA KAKasi-TO KECHIMHA, HA3BaBILIAsl MEHS 10 UMEHH.

— W ona ycemuna te6s1? — yrouHua bus.

— Omna 3akpblia MHE TJ1a3a PyKOil, U 5 yCHYJA.

— Krto-T0 U3 3amMKka npukazai Te0s MOXUTHUTh, U OHM 3HAIOT, Kak TeOs 30ByT... Ho ThI celiuac
He B Jlpendyn-xonne, a 31eCh. 3HAYUT, Thl B PO3BICKE, U UIYT T€OS JaJeKO HE OXOTHUKHU. UTO
BOOOIIIE UM OT TeOd MOHAI00UIIOCH?

— VYMa He mpuiioky, — MoXkaja redamu Menucca. — MoxkeT, MHE KTO-TO 00 3TOM U
rOBOpWJI, Ja BOT Oela, y MEHS BCE M3 TOJIOBbI BbUIETENO. Tenepb s MOTY HEMHOTO MOCHATh?
[Toxanyiicra.

bunn kuBHYI.

— Koneuno. Iloitaem, s oTBeay Te€0s1 B XHXKUHY. A KOT/Aa TPOCHEMILCSA, JHHU OCMOTPUT TBOU
[apanuHBbl.

On nomor eil nonusaThcs. OHa ObUTa OYEHB cllaba, HOTM MOATMOANNCH, U, K TOMY e, KaX bl
mar otjaaBajics 0oibi0 B ronoBe. Ho Jlucca 3actaBuia ceOsi Mondarh U XpaOpo JeprKajiach BCIO



JTOPOTY 0 XH>KWHBI, TTOKA3aBIIYIOCS €11 HEBEPOSTHO JUIMHHOM.

Kumume bunna m DHHU TPENCTAaBIAIO COOOM MaJCHBKHUM INaiaml W3 BETOK M JIUCTBBL
HeszaMeTHslil cpeny 3€J€HON TpaBbl M JEPEBHEB, JOMHUK MOXOAMJI Ha OOJBIION KYCT, U TO, YTO
HaXoAWJIOCh BHYTPH, ObLJIO CKPBITO OT MOCTOPOHHMX INa3. B manarie cTosul moxymMpak, HO BCE XKe
MOYKHO OBUIO pa3mIsiIETh Ha MOJTy JIBE MOACTUIIKU U3 TEX )K€ BETOK U JTUCThEB, HAKPHITHIC KAKUM-TO
TPAIBEM.

— Jloxuce, — bunn ykazan Ha OIHY M3 JIeKaHOK. Menncca OCTOPOXKHO, 4YTOOBI HE
MPUYUHUTH cebe elie Oosblel 00U, yiaermiach noygoOHee. buiin Hakpbul ee OOpPBIBKOM CTaporo
MOKpPbIBAJIA U, MOXKEJIAaB CIOKOMHOIO CHA, BBIIEN M3 Majarku. Menucca ciaajgko 3€BHYA, 3aKpbLia
rjla3a ¥ MTHOBEHHO MTPOBAIMIIACH B TITYOOKUI COH.

[Iponmio Tpu nHs. Menucca MOTUXOHBKY OINpPaBisUIach OT MAJEHUS, PAHKA W I@parvHbI
3aKUBaJIM, U Bpoae Obl BCe HAJIAXKUBANIOCh. BOT TOJMbKO maMsTh HE ejana Bo3Bpalarbes. Jlucca
MO-MIPEXKHEMY TEPSIACH B JOTaAKaX, YTO MPOUCXOAUIIO 10 TOTO, KaKk OHA Iomnaja K CBOMM HOBBIM
TPY3bsIM.

buan 1 DHHM OTHOCHIIMCH K TOCThE XOPOILO U ObUIM C HeW J00phl U JlackoBbl. Ho mopoi
Jlucca noBuiia Ha cebe 3ayMUYUBBIN B3IVIS]] KOTO-HUOY/Ib U3 HUX U MEYAbHO B3/bIXana. Jas Hux
OHa cerdac OblUIa TOYHO TaKOM JKe 3araJIkoi, Kak s ceOst caMOM.

Kuznab Tekna ceoum yepeaom. UToOwl He cuaeTh 0e3 nema, bumn pa3 B HECKOIbKO JHEH XOIUII
B OTMKaWIMil TOpoJ U BOPOBAJ TaM ra3eThl U, IO BO3MOKHOCTH, €Iy — OOBIYHO 3TO OBLIU BCE T€
K€ OBOIM M PUC, HO MHOIJA IMOJYy4aloCh CTAHYTh U3 MYCOPKHM Ha 3aJlHEM JBOpE HEOOJbION
TaBEPHBI MACHBIE OOBEIKU. DHHU K€ MCKajla CheCTHOE B JIECy — KOPEHbsI, GPYyKThI, sironbl. OHa
oObsicHUIA Jlucce, kakue KOpEeHbs MOXKHO €CTh, 4 KaKMe HE CTOUT, M MoKa3aja JOpory OT jarepst K
KPOLICYHOM JIECHOU peuyllIKe, BECeI0 OeryIiei o mporaiuHe Mex JIEPEBbEB.

OnHu Menucce HpaBuiach. JloOpas, Mwuiasi, yIplOuMBasi, C XapakTEPOM MSATKUM U
MOKJIAJAUCTHIM, OHA ObLJIa BOILIONMICHMEM ONTHUMHU3MA U BCErJa HacTpauBalach Ha jydllee. bpoauTh
C HEH MO JIeCy W pa3roBapuBaTh Ha pa3Hble TEMbI JIMcce HE TOJIBKO HPABUIIOCH, HO U TIOMOTajio
OTBJICUbCS OT HANPSHKEHHBIX MOMBITOK BCIIOMHUTD XOTh YTO-HUOY/Ib O CBOEH KU3HU B MuaHaiTe.

bunn ke ObUT MOJHOM MPOTHUBOMOJIOKHOCTBIO cBoed moapyru. OH He OoTiauJaics
ONTUMHU3MOM, CKOpee, ObUI CYpOBBIM PEaIUCTOM, PACCYIUTEIBHBIM M CEPhE3HBIM. Y HEro ObUI
IJaH JEeWCTBUM, pa3pabOTaHHBIA a7 DHHM Ha CiIydail, €ciau ero moiMarT B TOpoAe, U OH
HEYCTAHHO MPHU3bIBAJI JACBYIIKY ObITh OUTEILHOM, KOT/IA €ro HeT psjioM. OnHaKo, Jaxe Mpu CBOeH
MOCTOSSHHOM HACTOPOXKEHHOCTH, 3aHYJIOM OH, ONpEJeJIeHHO, He ObUI, U Jlucce 3TO HPaBUIIOCH.
Nuorna nmo Beuepam OHU ¢ DHHU MEJM NECHU WJIM pacCKa3blBalu aHEKAOTHL. JIucca cMoTpena Ha
CBOMX HOBBIX Jipy3ei u 3aBugoBasia uM. OHa ObICTPO MOHsUIA, YTO byt 1 DHHU HE TPOCTO PY3bs,
a mapa, ¥ B UX 0OIIECTBE YyBCTBOBajIa Ce0s1 OJMHOKOW M HECYACTHOM, 0€3 MPOIUIOro U OyayIero.
OnHako yepe3 HECKOJIbKO JTHEeW ee MpeObIBaHUs B UX MaJIeHbKOM Jjarepe buiut ctan nposBisTh K
HEW HEeMmo3BOJIUTENbHYIO cuMnaruto, u Jluccy 310 obecnokomno. OHa BOBCE HE XoTela
CTAHOBUTBHCS IPUUYUHOU CCOPBI BIIOOJICHHBIX.

Bpems nwio, ccaguubsl U ynmoObl y JIMCCBI COBCEM 3a)XWUJIM, OCTaBUB IOCIE€ CEOs JIUIIIL
HECKOJIBKO IIPaMOB. BOT TOJIBKO Ha cepAlle Jiexkalla HEMOHITHAS TOCKa. YTO-TO BCE BpeMs TAHYIO
Menuccy yiiTu B mIyOb Jieca U MOOBITh B omuHodecTBe. OHA, MOAIABasICh dTOMY HEMOMY 30BY,
MpUIyMbIBAJIa Pa3HbIe MPEIOTH 11 DHHH U buiia u Kaxkaplid 1eHb yXonuiia Ha xonM. Tam, jnexa
MOJI IEPEBOM, INIsI/ISE CKBO3b BETBU Ha Oe3pajiocTHOE cepoe He0o, Menucca neiTaiach BOCKPECUTH B
naMsITH COOBITHS, KOTOPbIE TPOU3ONUIH 0 €€ MajaeHus ¢ xoama. Ho B pynHax ee BOCHOMUHAaHUN
HUKAK HE KEJIAJIM OTHICKUBAThCSI HYKHBIE 00JIOMKH, KOTOPhIE MOXKHO OBbLIO OBl COOpaTh B €MHOE



nenoe. MHorga B mamMsaTH BCIUIBIBAIM KaKHE-TO pPa3po3HEHHBIE (PparMeHThI, OOPBIBKH YBUX-TO
¢dpa3, HO HUYEro KOHKPETHOTO, YTO BHECJIO OBl AICHOCTH M aJio ObI JIcce OTBETHI HAa €€ BOMPOCHIL.

Onmnaxnpr Jlucca gonro Opoawia mo Jecy, coOupas Kakue-TO HEU3BECTHbIE el (PYKTHI,
KOTOpPBIE POCIIU 37€Ch B OOJIBIIMX KOJMYECTBAX U ObUIM OYeHb BKYCHBIMU. OHa Tak 3ajymanach, 4To
noTepsyia CYET BPEMEHH, HO, KOTJa BEpHYIAach B Jarepb, TaM ObUIO MycTO: buiur Ha pacceTe
OTIIPABUJICS B TOPOI, @ DHHM, BEPOSITHO, TOXKE yIUIa B Jiec. Mejucca CI0XKUIa CBOIO «I00BIIY» B
KOPHSX JIepeBa, INe yXKe JIeKau HECKOJBKO TpO3Jied Aroj, 3ajie3sia B IIajall, PEeHMB HEMHOTO
OTJIOXHYTh, U CaMa He 3aMeTHJIa, KaK 3aapemania.

Pa30yamo Menuccy ube-To Terioe IbIxaHue BO3Jie caMoro ee yxa. OHa MmodyBCTBOBasIa, Kak
Ybs-TO pyKa HEXXHO TOMIAJWJIa €€ TIed0, TOTOM TallMI0 U CKOJB3HYNa HIbke. Menucca oTKphUia
ma3za. OHa nexkana Ha OOKy, 3aKMHYB PYKY 3a TOJIOBY, a IPSIMO Tepell Hel Ha MOJCTUIIKE CHJENT
bunn u octopoxkHO BOmMa pykodl mo ee Oeapy. CTowsio JIEBYIIKE OTKPHITH IVa3a, MapeHb
MTHOBEHHO NMPHHUK T'yoamMu K ee Tybam. JIncca cmaBiIeHHO BCKPHUKHYIA OT HEOXHUIAHHOCTH M
MONBITAIACH BBIBEPHYTHCS, HO BHIIT mpuaaBui ee K JKECTKOW JIeKaHKe W MPOAOJIKa IIeJI0BaTh.
JIucca HE ocTaBuiIa OTBITOK OOPOTHCS, M B UTOTE €1 yIaJI0Ch OTIIMXHYThH IMapHSL.

— Tb1 9T0? — yauBHIICS OH, CJIOBHO U HE 3aMETHUJI €€ COMPOTUBIICHUSI.

— A T1BI yTO?! — Menucca BO3MYILIEHHO BO33pWJIACH HA HETO, MOTHUXOHBKY OTIION3as K
BbIXOy. — Tebe nenaTh OoJiblie Heuero?
CHapyXyd TOCTBILAICS I[OPOX TPaBbl MOJ JErKUMH [IaraMM — KTO-TO TOPOILUIABO

npuOIMKaNICS K XWKUHE. bWl Ha CeKyHIy OTBIEKCS Ha 3BYK, M 3TOr0 OKa3zajioch mist JIucchl
noctaroyHo. OHa BbUIETENA W3 IAJIalia, Kak NMpoOka u3 OyTBUIKU, WM Bpe3ajdach B OHHHU. OT
CTOJIKHOBEHHUS 00€ yrnaiau. Menucca MrHOBEHHO BCKOYHMJIA HA HOTH.

— YT0 CayunIioch? — yAUBICHHO CIIPOCUIIa DHHU, MOJJHUMASACH C 3EMJIH.

— VY JpyXKa CBOEro IMOWHTEpPECYHCs, — HE CIMIIKOM JIto0e3HO oTo3Basiack Jlucca wu
Opocuiachk mpoyb OT masnama. Ceifuac el Kak HUKOTJIa XOTE€JI0Ch MOOBITh OJTHOM.

B3o06paBimces Ha xonM, Menrcca ycenach 1Moja CBOMM H3JTI00JICHHBIM JIEPEBOM M YCTaBHIIACh
BJIaJib. Tak OHa mpocuaena JOBOJIBHO JOJITO, PA3MBIIUISIS O HEMPUATHON CUTYaIlUM B XHKUHE.

— Kak oH mocMen? — BO3MYyIIEHHO O0pMoOTalia oHa cede mox Hoc. — Takas Mep30CTh... Y
HETro BeJlb eCTh JHHU. U pa3Be HE 3aMETHO, YTO MHE BOOOIIIE ceiuac HU JI0 KOro HET jena’?

— PazroBapuBaenis cama ¢ co0oii?

Menucca enBa He MoOACKOYMIa OT HEOXuJaHHOCTU. OHa oOepHYIach U yBujaena DHHU. Ta
CTOsUIAa, MPUCIIOHUBIIMCH K CTBOJY AEPEBA, U MIPUCTAIBHO cMOTpena Ha Jluccy.

— buin MHe Bce pacckasai, — ckaszajga JHHU. B ee B3misae He ObUIO 3J10CTH, OHA CMOTpeJa
Kak Bceraa — go0poxkenaTenbHo. — To, 4TO OH cjenal, BIOJHE B €ro JIyXe.

Omna cena psajgoMm ¢ Menuccoi.

— OH cam Tebe Bce ckazan? — u3zymuiach Jlucca.

— Ckazan, He 3HaeT, YTO Ha Hero Hamwio. BnopoyeM, oH Bceraa Tak roBopuil. Sl mpuBBIKIA K
MOI0OHBIM €T0 BBIXOJIKAM — MbI BMECTE YK€ ISTh JIET, U 3TOT pa3 JAJIEKO He MepBblid. Mbl monaau
CI0JIa KaK pa3 B TOT JIEHb, KOIJia sl coOpaliach MmojiaTh Ha pa3Bojl. YeCTHO TOBOPS, 10 CETOIHSIIHETO
TIHS 1 AyMalia, 4TO NPeObIBAHUE B ATOM YY>KOM MUPE HAC CIUIOTHIJIO M MOIIIO ObI CIIacTH Hall Opak,
HO, BUJIUMO, €TO YK€ HE CIIACTH.

— Ilpoctu MeHs, — BUHOBaATO Mpou3sHecna JIucca, n3deras cMOTpPETh Ha Hee.

— B HeBepHOCTH MOETO Mya HET TBOCH BUHBI.

OHHHU NOJHSIIACh HAa HOTH U OTOIIUIa B CTOPOHY.

— Wnem BHU3, — Opocuiia oHa Ha xoy. — K HaM sSIBUJICS TOCTb, MTOKa THI 3/IeCh CUEA.



— Yrto? — yauBneHHO nepecnpocuiia Menucca, Bckakupasi. — Kakoii erie rocts?

— Crapblil 3HaKOMBI, — CyXO OTBETHJIAa DHHH, U €€ JHI0 MPU ITOM MPUOOPENIO TaKOoe
BBIpA)KEHHE, CJIOBHO 3TOT FOCTh HE OYEHb KEJIaHHBIA. JIucce cTano mo00NbITHO, U OHA BCIEH 3a
MOJIPYroM ciycTuiiach ¢ xoaMa. K XuxknHe oHU MOAOUUIM BMecTe. buit siBHO n3beran ux ooenx —
MIpY WX MOSBJICHUU OH MOCHENIHO peTHpoBajcs B mananl. Ho BHuManue JIucchl MpUBIEKIIO HE €TI0
0ercTBo: OHa yBH IeJa TOCTSL.

— 3HaKoMmbces, JIucca, — ckazajia OHHU. — DOTO...

— Jlenn, — mpomienrtana Menucca, He Bepsi CBoMM m1azaM. OHa OIICJIOMIIEHHO CMOTpEJa Ha
MapHs, KOTOPbI HE MEHEE MOPAKEHHO YCTaBUJICA HAa Hee. B cieayronmii MUT OH BCKOYMJI HA HOTH,
u Jlucca Opocuinack emy Ha IIeto.

— JleHu, HEY»XKeu 3TO Thi!

BocnmomuHanusi Temigoil BOJHOW HAaXJIBIHYIM Ha Hee, U M3 a3 OpbB3HYIM cie3bl. OHa
BCIIOMHMJIA BCE — M JICBYILIEK-3aTBOPHUII, U 3EMJISIHKY, a MOTOM — OOPYHIUBIIMKACS MOTOJIOK U
OemieHyr0 TOHKY uepe3 Jjec... OnHa Bce BcroMHuia. Jlo mocinemanedt menoun. CIHOBHO 3TO
MPOU3OIILIO BUEpa.

— Tak BBI y’K€ 3HAaKOMBI? — BOPBAJICS B €€ MIKBaJ IMOIMI TOJIOC DHHMU.

— Ja, — tuxo oro3Baics Jlenu, He misiAs Ha Hee. OH cMoTpes Ha Menuccey Tak, CJIOBHO HE
MOT TIOBEPUTb, UTO BUJIUT €€, & HE MUPAK.

— boxe, kKak ke s paaa, yTo Thl MeHs Haien! — Menucca BeITepiia cjie3bl 1 CHOBa OOHsIIa
JleHu.

— A g-to kak pan! — [enu npuxan ee k cede. — S yxx ayman, oHu TeOst cXBaTUIu!

— A s nymana, uro tebsi! MHe moka3ayoch, T€0st moacTpenuiu... Kak tedbe yaanoch oT HUX
cOexaTh?

Jenun Haxmypuicsa. BocnomuHaHue SIBHO ObUIO HE U3 MPUSITHBIX.

— Jla, OHU CTpeJsi, HO B MEHS HUKTO HE MOMNaj, — OTBETHJI OH CMYIIEHHO. — Tak myrmo
BBIIIUIO — S IPOCTO CIIOTKHYJICS U yNall, © OHU MEHS TYT ke CKpyTuiii. OIMH U3 HUX YBEJI MEHS, a
OCTaJIbHBIE MOTHATUCH 3a TOOOMU. ThI ObuTa mpaBa. HaMm He cTOMIIO OCTaHABIUBATHCA HA HOUB. 3PS 5
TeOs1 Torna He mociymai. Sl Bce BpeMs ayman o0 3TOM, MOKa CUJIEN B IMOJABAJIC, CBA3AHHBINA IO
pyKaM U HOTaM, U TIOTOM, KOTa OpoauII 1o JiecaM U McKajl TeOs... Sl Hu Ha MUHYTY He 3a0bIBaj O
Teoe.

— A 4 3a0p11a, — npoulentana Menucca u orena B3nsL. — O Tebe U 000 BCeM OCTaJIbHOM.
Korna st yoerana oT OXOTHUKOB, 5 HE 3aMeTHUJIa OOPBIB, yIaljia C X0JIMa U MpoJjexaina 0e3 CO3HAHUs
0OJIbIIIE CYTOK, a KOT/Ia OYHYJIach, HUYEro He MOMHMIA. M TOJbKO ceroaHs, koraa s Te0s yBuaena, y
MEHS B TOJIOBE MPOSICHUIIOCH, BCE BCTAJIO HA CBOU MECTA.

JIucca 3amomyana. OHa o6epHynach Ha DHHM U TOJIBKO ceiyac 3aMeTuIa, 4To €€ PSAIOM HET.

— W Bce-Taku, Kak ThI cOexan?

OHa BHUMAaTEIBHO B3IVIsIHY/IA HA J[eHU 1 yBUJIEIa Ha €ro pyKax clie/ibl 03KoroB. JleHu, moiman
€€ B3IJIsAI, TOMOPIIAJICS.

— Tebe neicTBUTENBHO HY)KHO 3TO 3HATh?

— 41 xouy 3HaTh 000 BCEM, UTO 5 MIPOIMYCTHUIIA.

— Ha camMom Jnerne, HU4Ero HHTEPECHOTO S HE paccKkaxy. MHe npocto nosesno. [loka s cunen
B MOjIBaJIe, s1 00 TyMbIBAJ pa3Hble BApUAHTHI M0Oera, HO HU OWH HE UMeEJ Jake MaJICUINero MaHca
Ha ycrniex. Bce Mou miansl Obutn oOpedeHbl Ha mpoBai. S yske MOYTH CMUPHUIICS C TEM, UTO BCKOPE
CTaHy YbUM-HUOYIb JecepToM. Ho omHax bl 1 MPOCHYIICS Cpeid HOYM OT »KYTKOro 3araxa rapu. B
nosiBajie ObUIO OYEHBb JKapPKO, a HaBEPXY, B JIOME, UTO-TO TYIEI0 U IymMeno. S coobpas3uil: B joMe



noxap, u s Oyny morpebeH 1mon ropsaumMu pyuHamu. Ho y MeHsI mosiBUIICS IIaHC, €IUHCTBEHHAS
BO3MOKHOCTh cO€XaTh. XOTs sl 4yTh OBLJIO HE Cropes 3a)KUBO, MHE YAAJIOCh BBIPBATHCS U3 OTHS U
yOexarsb mnopaibiie. Sl copsTaics Ha 4yepAake Kakoro-To JoMa W CTaj KJarh, MOKa YISDKETCS
IIyMHXa, BbI3BaHHAs MOXapoM. MHe MpUILIOCH MPOCUAETh TaM TPHU IHSA: B TOPOAE MPOXOIUIH
KaKHe-TO MAaCCOBBIE TYJISIHUSI, HEUHCTh BECEINIACh JHEM M HOUBIO, MbIHCTBOBAJIA U KIJIa KOCTPHI
npsIMO TTOCpean yiull. BeposTHo, moxap U ciyduiics 0jaaroaapsi 3TUM KOCTpaM.

— Kak e Tbl BeIOpasncs?

— BprpiOparscs s cMOr TOJIBKO Ha 4YETBEPTHIA J€Hb. ['YISHUS KOHYMIUCH, HEYUCTH
pacros3iach 1Mo CBOMM JI0MaM, U IyTh ObUT cBOOOEeH. S BhiOpascs ¢ yepnaaka. [IpusHarocs, s U TyT
CIIYIUJI: HY)KHO OBUIO cpasy OekaThb B JIEC M MPATATHCS, HO 51 ObUT TaK TOJIOJEH, YTO HE yAepIKacs
U BJie3 Ha 3aJHUN NBOp TaBepHbL. M TaMm s enBa He momaincs. Sl BCTpeTHaI... koe-koro. B oOiewm,
TeTnepb s 3Ha0, KTO HAC BbIJIAJ, M KaK OXOTHUKM HALUTU HaIy 3eMJISTHKY.

Menucca 3arania JpIXxaHUE U HETEPIIEIMBO B3MIAHYIA Ha JApyra. JleHu CIOBHO »Jaldl UMEHHO
Tako peakuuu. OH BbIZEpKal ApaMaTUUECKYIO May3y U TeaTpaibHO MPOU3HEC:

— Orto Obi1a [ladHua.
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— Ee Hactosimee umsa Cremna MyH. Ee oTenr — KoJIJIyH, X035IMH TOM CaMOM TaBEpHBI, a OHA
paboraer y Hero oduIMaHTKOW. S momciymman Bce 3TO, Korja 3abpajics Ha 3aJHUM JBOpP HX
3aberanoBku. Ho s HeMHOTO yBIEKCsl MOACTYIIMBaHMEM M 4yTh He Biun. Korga oHa BbIxomuia c
YEepHOTO XO07la, S B TIOCIEIHMN MOMEHT YCIeJl CHpSTarbCsi 3a MYCOPHBIM OakoM, HO YCIElN
PasTIAIETh €€ JIHULO.

ITpu sTux cnoBax k Menucce BEpHYICS Aap PEUH.

— TeOe He MorIIO MOKa3aThCsi? — CIPOCUIIA OHA CKETUYECKH.

— Tax u 3Ha), 4TO ThI MHE HE MOBEPHIIL, — PA3APAKEHHO OTO3BaNCS [lenn. — [[ymaems,
JIETKO 3a0BITh YEJIOBEKa, C KOTOPHIM CTOJBKO BPEMEHH KHUJ MOJ OAHOM Kphimei? OHa, KOHEYHO,
3I0pPOBO U3MEHMJIACH, 5 Be/Ib 3HAI €€ 000PBAaHKOM, 3aTBOPHUIIEH, HO sl YBEPEH B CBOEH MpaBOTE HA
CTO TIPOIIEHTOB.

JInucca HeMHOro nmoMoJiyajia, HI0TOM KHBHYIIA.

— BoT oHO, 3HaYUT, KaK BBIILIO, — 3ayMYMBO CKa3ajla OHa, MOTUpas MoA0OPOIOK. — MBI
€1 JTIOBEpsUIM, a OHA CJajla HaC CBOMM JpYyXKKaM. A ee mapeHb, 0 KOTopoM Bbl roBoprin? Kak ero...
®dpen, KaxKeTCs. 3HaUYUT, OH TOXKE HEHACTOSIIMMI ?

JleHu moxkan Iie4yamu.

— Boo0rie, Bce 3T0 10BOJIBHO CTpaHHO, — Mpojoxkaia Menucca.

— Y10 MMEHHO? — capKacTuuecku nouHTepeconaicsa Jenu. — To, 4To BeabMa BbIJajia HAC
oxoTHHKaM? Mnu 4To HaAc mpenan TOT, KOrO Mbl cUdATand ApyroM? Jlis 3TOro mMupa BIIOJIHE
HOPMAaJbHO U TO, U JPYIOE€.

— Jla Her, s He o TomM. OHa X jana MoAXOIAIer0 MOMEHTa, YTOObl HacC BbIJATh, Tak? Ho Beah
3TUX MOMEHTOB OBUIO CKOJBKO YrOJHO, BEpHO? 3adeM e OHa Topyaia B 3E€MJIIHKE CTOJBKO
BpemeHu? [lycTh OHa M HE XKWJla, KaK MbI, BIIPOTOJIOAb, €€ HABEPHAKA MOAKAPMIIUBAJIN, KOIJIa OHA
yXOJIuJIa SKOOBI HA JIEKYPCTBO, HO HUKTO IO CBOEU BOJIE HE CTaJl Obl ®KHUTh MO 3€MJIEH TaK JOJITO.

— Kro0 ee 3HaeT, — cHOBa Moxaj mieyamMu napeHb. — BeposTHO, TakoB ObLT TJIAH TE€X, KTO
€€ K HaM OoTHpaBuJil. Thl HE XOUY€Illb TPOTYIATHCS CO MHOM ?

— He oTkaxycs.

OHM TYIISUTA IO CaMOTO Bedepa — 3a BpeMs UX Pa3iyKd y 00OMX HAKOIMUJIOCh MHOTO TE€M JIJIs
pa3roBopoB. Kak TOJBKO CTEMHENO, JPy3bsd BEPHYIUCHh B Jarepb. JHHU U BHUIUT BCTPETHIN UX C
HEJIOBOJIbHBIMH JINI[AMH.

— [loka Bac HOCUJIO HEM3BECTHO TJIE, MBI YCIIEIIM PEIIMTh, YTO HAIA XMKWHA CIUIIKOM MaJia
JUTSL YeTBEPBIX, — 3asiBUI buiiu.

— Bam npunercst moctpouTh cede HOBOE XKIITHIIE, — JA00aBuiia DHHHU.

— Hac He HOocWIIO HEu3BecTHO rne, — orBeTwia Jlucca, ynuBieHHas UX TOHOM. — Mbl
MPOCTO PELIMIIN MPOTYISATHCS U TOTOBOPUTH, MBI BEb TaK JTABHO HE BUCIHCH.

— TI'oBopuTE HaA 370pOBBLE, MBI BaM HE MENIAEM, — CKa3zajda DHHHU MPOXJIAJAHBIM TOJIOCOM. —
Ho B crnemgyronmii pa3, Korjga HaJIymMaeTe yXOIWUTh, XOTsA Obl MOTPYIUTECHh COOOIMTH Ham,
coOupaeTech JId Bbl BEPHYTHCH.

Omna roBopuiia, Bpojie Obl, 000MM, HO €€ YKOPU3HEHHBIN B3IJIs1]] ONPEACICHHO MpeIHa3HAYaICs
tosibko Jlenu. I Menucce moka3anock, 4ToO 3a 3TUM YKOPOM KpPOETCS HaMEK Ha KaKyl-TO CTapyro
obumy.

— Xopol1o, Mbl OyZleM Mpeaynpexaarb BaC O Ka)KOM HallleM Inare, — oto3Bajics [leHwu,



OpocHB DHHHM aHAJIOTMYHBII MHOTO3HAUUTENbHBIN B3MISA. «Kax y Hux, oxasvleaemcs, 6ce
Henpocmoy, — yIABIEHHO nTogyMaina Jlucca.

bunn ¢ DHHH, HEe cka3aB OoJbIlle HU CIIOBA, 3a0paliMcCh B INANIAII U YIEIIUCh cnarhk. VX roctu
OCTaJIMCh Ha YIUIIE U NPUHSJIMCH O3UPATHCS [0 CTOPOHAM B IMOMCKAX MECTA, TIE MOKHO YCTPOUTH
nexanky. [loutu cpasy oHM HanwIM yAOOHBIM KyCT Ha APYroM Kparo MOJISIHbI ¥ 3a0paiuch MO HETO.

Tax npouwio Heckoiabko AHEH. JIucca ¢ JleHn HaTackanu OOJBIIMX BETOK M MPEBPATUIIN CBOU
KYCT B HEKOe mojoOue Ianaia, OTTOPOAMBIIMCH OT OCTalbHBIX. ATMOcC(hepa B UX MaJIEHHKOM
Jarepe Hakasuiach. buin siBHO u30eran oboux Jipy3eil; JHHU CTaHOBUJIACH C KaXKJIbIM JIHEM BCE
Oonee paszapaxkuTenbHOW. Menucca HE NMOHMMAla, B YeM IPUYMHA TAKOrO IOBEICHUSA, BElb
paHbllle OHa ObLJIa B XOPOIIMX OTHOIICHHUSX C MPHUIOTHUBIIMMH €€ JronbMu. Ho ¢ Tex mop, Kak
BepHyIICcs J[eHu, BCe ITOUEMY-TO U3MEHUJIOCH B XYAIIYIO CTOPOHY. Mennccea 1oaro aymana, no4eMy
3TO MPOM30LUI0, U, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BCIOMHUJIA BhIpaK€HUE JHa J[eHu, Korna oH MpeiIoKuII
VKPBITBCS Y €ro cTaphix apy3eil. HecMoTpst Ha To, 4TO 3TO OBLIO JaBHO, JIMcca xopoIio MoMHUIIA,
KaK HEOXOTHO, YEPE3 CHILY OH IPOU3HOCHUII 3T CJIOBA.

«On umo-mo om mens ckpvleaem! — nonsina Menucca. — Xoms, modcem 6vims, 25mo npocmo
He cmoum moe2o enumanusay. OHa pelmia Npyu cliydae paccupocuTh TanHCTBEHHOro /enn. Ho 32
CIEAYIOIME THU €d TaK W HE YIaJOCh 3TOTO CHEJarh, IIOTOMY YTO IPOU30LUIO0 Cpa3y HECKOJIBKO
CYIIECTBEHHBIX COOBITUH.

Y1tpom Menucca npocHynack oT xonona. Kyprka /[eHu, koTopou mapeHb yKkpbiBal Jluccy 1o
HOYaM, ucyesnia. Menucca nepeBepHyaach Ha Ipyroi OOK M 3aMeTuiia, 4To camoro JleHu Toxe Her.
OnHa noJHsUIack € 36MJIM U BbUIE3JA U3 [HAIAIIA.

OmsaeBumMch Mo CTOpoHaM, Jlucca HUKOro He OOHApyXHia, HO CILCTS Mapy MTHOBEHHUI
ycIplnaia rojxoca Hernopaieky. OHa eme pa3 ocMOTpenach U MoIuia Ha 3ByK. [ ooca TOHOCHIINCH
U3-3a TYCTBIX 3apociieil opemmHuka. ['onoc /[enn y3naBancs 0e301mMO04HO; MAPEHb IBHO CEPAMIICS.
[Toxoxe, OH 0 4eM-TO ropsiY0 W Ha MOBBILICHHBIX TOHAX CHOPWI ¢ DHHU. Menucca mpokpanach
BOKPYI KYCTOB M HpuTamiach 3a JepeBoM. C 3Toro mecra el ObUIO XOpOIIO BUIHO O0OUX
CIIOPILMKOB — OHU CTOSUIU JPYT MPOTUB JApyra, CIOBHO OOKcepsl HAa puHre. Jlrcca HUKOTIA elle He
BUJIeJIa DHHU B TAKOM COCTOSIHMH: JINIIO PACKPACHEIOCH U MEPEKOIIEHO OT THEBA, B INIAa3aX CJE3bL
Jlenn Toxe ObUT 30JI, OH C TaKOM HENPHUSA3HBIO CMOTpEN Ha OHHHU, YTO, HABEpHOE, MOT Obl
VCTIETIEIIUTH B3TIISAIOM.

— 5 xotena oboiTUCH O€3 CKaH1aJ0B, HO ThI BE/Ib TAK HE yMeellb! — pacnansiiach JHHH.

— Jla, He ymero! — orpeuyncsa Jleau. — I[loroMy 4TO ¢ TOOOI HEBO3ZMOXKHO MO-APYroMy
pasroBapuBaTth!

— 3adeM HaM Temephb pasroBapuBarb? Thl Belb T0Ka3aj, 4To s Tebe Oe3pasznuyHa, Koraa
yien!

— S ymen, mOTOMYy YTO CMOT CJAeJaTh BBIOOP. A ThI 10 CHUX MOP TOJIBKO MU JieNaelllb, YTO
Meuenbesa! M MHe He HpaBUTCS, YTO Thl YIIPEKAEIIL MEHS B KEJIAHUU CIIACTH MOIO CECTPY!

— AX, He HpaBuTCA?! — B3BU3THYIa DHHU. — A MHE, QyMacllb, HPABUTCS, KOTAA MEHS
OpocaroT Ha MPOMU3BOJ CyIbObI, B OMMACHOCTH, MPOCTO HMCYE3aI0T, JAKE HE CKa3aB HU CIIOBA Ha
npoianue?!

— V 1e06s ecTh MyK. OH MOXET 3alMTUTh TeOS B JIFOOOM OIMAaCHOCTH, — B Tojioce JleHu mpwu
ATHUX CJIOBAX CKBO3MJIO HEIIPUKPBITOE MIPE3PEHUE.

— He cmell ToBOpUTh B TAKOM TOHE O MOEM MYxkKe! — B rojioce DHHHM MOCIBIIIAINCH CIE3BI,
Ka3aJloCh, OHAa BOT-BOT pasphlaaercs. JJeHu B3rJIsiHY Ha Hee, U €ro THEB Kak OyJITO clIeTKa OCThLI.

— He noHnmaro, mouemMy Thl O CUX ITOP €0 3alMINAEIb, OH BEJIb 3TOTO HE CTOUT.



OHHM MEUIEHHO NOJHsUIa Ha J[€HW MCIyraHHbIA B3I, CJIOBHO OH YCJIBIIAN €€ MOTACHHbIC
MBICJIH, KOTOPBIC OHA HE XOTEJIa BBICKA3bIBaTh BCIyX. HekoTOpOe Bpems mapeHp U JIEBYIIKA MOJIYa
CMOTpEJIM Jpyr Jpyry B I[a3za, 3aTeM OpOCHIIUCH APYr K APYry, KPemKo OOHSUIMCh, U UX T'yObl
CIIUJIUCH B MOLETYE.

Jlucce 3axoTenoch pa3BepHYThCA M YWTH, HO OHa MOOOsulach ObITH yciblllaHHON. OHa
YyBCTBOBaja ce0s Tak, CJIOBHO YBHJEJIA YTO-TO OYEHb I'PA3ZHOE U MEP3KOoe, U, KpOME TOro, ObLia
CMYIICHA TE€M, YTO CTajla HEBOJIbHBIM CBUJICTEJIEM 3TOW CIICHBI.

JleHu TepBbIM MpHUIlEa B C€0s1 U MSITKO OTCTPAHUI JHHMU.

— IIpoct, MHE 3TO OOJIbIIE HE HY’KHO, — CKa3aJl OH OYE€Hb TUX0. — TbI OMo3/ajia.

JleBylllka CyTOpOKHO B3JOXHYIIA U MEIJIEHHO MOAHSJIA JPOKAIILYI0 PYKY. 3BOHKAs MOIIEYNHA
— W DHHU, Pa3BEpHYBIIMCh, CKPbUIACh B KycTaX. J[€HH ocTajicsi CTOSTh MEX JIEPEBBEB, U BHUJ Y
HETO MPHU 3TOM ObUT PACCTPOECHHBIN U PaCTEPSTHHBII.

Menucca crTosina 3a AEpEBOM, HUYETO HE MOHUMAs. «Ymo 6ce smo 3nauum? — nymana OHA
YIUBIEHHO. — Heyowcenu medxcdy Humu panvuie 06ul10 umo-mo cepve3noe? Moocem, noomomy oH u
He 2open JHcelanuem uomu crooa?»

JleHn TeM BpPEMEHEM HAIPaBUJICS B CTOPOHY Jiareps. JIncca mocnenmiia peTUpoBaThCS B
KYCTBI, YTOOBI OH ee He 3aMeTi1. OHa He XOTela, YTOOBI OH 3aCTall €€ 3a MOJICITYIIMBAaHUEM : TTyCKai
JydIlie caM BCE PacCKa)keT, Koraa OyJaeT TOTOB.

Octarok nHs [enu m Jlucca mpoBenu B jlarepe BABOEM: BUIIT OTmpaBUIICS B TOpOAd, a €I
’KE€Ha, O-BUIMMOMY, HE XOTeJla MOKA3bIBaThC HUKOMY Ha Ia3a MOCJE YTPEHHETO MPOUCIIECTBHUS.
JleHu moutu Bce BpeMs 3ayMUYMBO MoJjidaji. HeckoJibko pa3 oH OTKpbIBaJ POT, COOMPAsCh YTO-TO
cka3zaTh Menucce, HO KaXXIbli pa3 epeayMbIBAIl U JIMIIb B3IbIXAJL.

byt BepHyIics K Beuepy KpaiiHe OTOPYEHHBIN U 3J101.

— 4 3acBeTmiICs, — € J0CAJ0N TPECHYI OH KYIaKOM IO AepeBy, Korna Jlncca cnpocuna, 4to
C HUM CIIYYHUJIOCh.

— Kak 370 BBIIDIO? — BOCKIIMKHY/Ia JHHU, MOSIBUBIIASICA B JIarepe HE3aJ0Jr0 JI0 MyXa. —
Tsl Besb Bcera OblT OY€Hb OCTOPOKEH!

— CoBepiieHHbIN nanoTU3M! S 3a0pancs Ha 3aAHUN JBOP TaBEPHBI, UTOOBI CTALUTH KAKOM-
HUOYNb €11bl, ¥ HE 3aMeTHJI OPUIIMAHTKY — OHa BBIIUIA TYy/a B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/ia SI CIIPBITHYIT C
3a0opa. OHa, Ka)keTcsl, X0Tela O3BaTh KOro-To, HO s cpa3y ke yapall.

— 3HauyuT, TeOe Henb3si OOJblIe TaM MOSBISIThCA! — PEHMTENbHO CKazana OHHU. bun
kuBHYN. CyJis IO €ro BUAY, €My ObUIO OY€Hb CTHIJTHO 32 CTOJIb TJTYIbIMA MPOBAJL.

— 4 mory cxoauTh B CIEAYIOIMH pa3, — BHe3anmHO moxan rojioc Jlenn. Menucca ycnena
MepexXBaTUTh OPOIICHHBIN HA HETO MPE3PUTEIbHBIN B3I DHHHU.

— U a1 Mory, — moxzepkana oHa apyra, MHOTO3HAUUTEJIbHO B3IIIHYB Ha HEro. EW TOJNBKO
YTO MpULUIA B FOJIOBY OJHA HJEs, KOTOPOU Cpa3y K€ 3axX0Teaoch noaenutbesa ¢ Jenn. — HyxkHo
TOJIBKO BBDKJIATh HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, YTOObI OPUIIMAHTKA yCIelia 3a0bITh O BCTPEUE C 3aTBOPHUKOM.

— Jlymaro, Mbl MOKEM IOUTH Yepe3 mapy AHEW, — Npemioxun JeHu. — BriiBuHeMcs He
paccBeTE U ycIeeM 4YeM-HUOY/b TOKUBUTHCS, MPEXKIE YEM HEUUCTh MPOCHETCH.

— OtnuyHas ujesi, — KUCIIO OTBETHI buiut v ynanuics B XHoKMHY. DHHHM TTO0OeXkasa 3a HUM.

— HWrTak, 4yTo Thl TaM Npuaymana? — TUX0 NOUHTEpecoBascsa JleHu, yOeIuBIMCh, YTO HUKTO,
KpoMe JIUCChI, €ro HE CIIBIIIMNT.

— Xouy B3MIsIHYTH Ha [ladnHy, — ckazana Menucca, CBepKHYB IJla3aMU B MPEJIBKYIIIEHUH XOTh
KaKOTr0-TO HUHTEPECHOTO COOBITHS, CHOCOOHOTO CKPACUTh OJTHOOOpA3HbIEC THHU.

— W TOJIBKO pajiy TOTO Thl IPOCHUIILCS CO MHOU? — (DbIpkHY JleHH.



— S BoBce He mpoirycb. Ho ecium Thl HE BO3bMEIIL MEHSI C COO0OM, s Oyay CTpallHo-
MpeCTpaIHo OOMKEeHa U TIEpecTaHy ¢ TOOOM pa3roBapuBaTh.

— XOpolmMi apryMeHT, — PACXOXOTaJiCsl MmapeHb. — JIagHO, MOXEIb MMOUTH, HO €CJIM Hac
000X 3aMETYT, IOMHH, sl HE XOTeJ OpaTh Te€0s ¢ cO0O0il.
% %k ok

B nenb Bbutasku JleHu mpocHyics nepBbiM. Elle He paccBelio, U B BO3yXe KIIYOUJICS JIETKUH
noynpo3paunbsiii Tymas. [lapens pazoyaun Menuccy.

— Yro, yke nopa? — COHHO 3axj0nania IJla3aMu JEBYIIKA.

— Ilopa.

OHM yMBUINCh Ha POAHUKE M OTHPABUIWCh B IYyTh, 3aBTpaKas Ha XOAy BUCpAIHUMHU
dbpykramu. Jlenu ObICTPO BCIIOMHUJ JOPOTY, KOTOPOU MpPHIIEN B JIareph U3 ropona, u ObLI1 yBEpPEH,
YTO OHU HE 3a0iyasrcs.

B roponke Obuto Tuxo, Ha ynuuax HU aymm. [{eHu ¢ Menuccol crnpsATanuch B MaJIEeHbKOM
TYIUYKE 32 KAKUM-TO CapaeM.

— Jla yX, B 3TOM TOpOAMIIKE €CTh, IN€ pas3rysaTbes, — 3ameruna Jlncca. Hackombko oHa
noMHMIIA, [lapkepu ObUT HAMHOTO MEHBILE.

— Kcraru, 37ech 1 10 3aMKa Heaalaeko, — oTo3Bajics Jlenn. — BoH oH.

ITapenp ykaszan Bhnepen. Jlucca yBuzaena BIAJIM TEMHBIE OYEPTAHUS TPOMATHOTO 3aMKa C
OallleHKamMu, YIOUPaBIIMMHCS B caMoe He0O, M HEBOJBbHO COAPOTHYIACh, MPEICTABUB, YTO
MPOU30ILIO OBl C HEM, OKAXKUCh OHA TaM.

— Kyna noitnemM? — mnouHTepecoBanack Jlucca, OTrOHssI HENPUATHBIE MbICIU. — Ecnm
YECTHO, S CMYTHO MPEACTABIISIO ce0e, KaK MOKHO MPOWTH Yepe3 BECh Iropoll U HE MOMacThCs
HHUKOMY Ha IJa3a.

— Ham nmourtn He npuaeTcs nepeIBUraThCs OTKPBITO, Ja U TaBEPHA COBCEM HEAJIEKO OTCIO/A,
TAaK 4TO HUKTO HAC HE YBUJIMUT.

— A pa3Be TaBepHa pabotaer aHem? S mosaraina, yynoOBHUIIA BbUIE3AIOT U3 CBOMX HOP TOJBKO
no HouyaMm. Komy HY>KHO JHEBHOE Kade, eClTi OHU BCE THEM CIISIT?

— JlHeMm choAar numb Oorarbie, a OCTajbHbIC, KaK U JIOAM B HOPMAaJIbHOM MHUpE, XOAAT Ha
paboTy, TOJBKO PACHOpPSAOK JHS Y HUX HEMHOTO JIpyroM. 31ech B OKpyre MHOro (epm; ckopee
BCET0, XKUTEJIM 3TOr0 Tropoja no 0oJibllei yacTu TaMm U padoTatoT. KpoMe TOro, y HUX 3/1€Ch €CTh
PBIHOK M HECKOJIbKO Mara3uHoB, B KOTOpPBIX TOXE €CThb paboune mecta. Bcem atum pabotsram
HY)KHO I7e-TO o0enarb. TaBepHa CTOMT Ha OKpawlHE ropoja y JOpOrH, Beayned K ¢gepmam, U
TOPrOBBIM PAWOH TOXE PAIOM, TAK YTO KJIMEHTOB y Muctepa MyHa, mojararo, XBaTaer.

Jlo xade mobpanuch ObICTpO M 0€3 MPUKIIOYEHUM, TOJIBKO OIMH pa3 MPHUIILIOCH MOCTEHIHO
HBIDHYTh 3a JOM: KaKOW-TO KOJIIyH, 3€Bas, HETBEPAOM MOXOAKOM MpOIIE] MHUMO HUX WU,
MONATHYBIIKMCh, CBEPHYII Ha APYTYIO YIUILY.

Korna onn momonum k taBepHe, Menncca cupsitajgach B BBICOKOM Tpase, a J[eHH, MpHUKa3aB
JEBYIIKE OCTABAThCS B YKPBITUHU, TOJ00paCs K 3a00py U 3arjsiHy/ Ha 3aHUI ABOP.

— Bce uucro, — mwennyn oH, 1 Menucca Bctana ¢ 3eMiud. J[eHr moMOor eu mepene3Th yepes
OrpaxKJicHHe. 3/IaHUEe TaBEPHBI MPEJCTABISLUIO COOOW JOOPOTHBIA JEPEBSAHHBIN JIOM U3 cpyda C
KpacHOW dYepenuyHOl Kpbimeld. Ha 3amHuil 1BOp BBIXOAWIIO JIMINH OJHO HEOONBINOE OKOIIKO Y
JabHErO Kpasi 37aaHus. Jlucca obomria AOM W IMpUMETHIIA €€ MaJeHbKOE KPYIIIO€ OKHO Ha
BTOPOM 3TaXKE.

[Toka oHa ocMarpuBanack, JleHr MOAHSI KPBIIIKY MYCOPHOTO 0aka M TYT K€ pa30o4apOBaHHO
OIYCTHII €€.



— IloXuBHUTBCA 3/1eCh HEYEM, — CKaszal oH. — [lpuaercs momoXxaarh, TOKa HE IOSBITCS
KaKue-HUOYyIb 00BEIKH.

— Wnm nmpoOparbcsi B UX KJIQJOBYI0O MU HAOWUTH >KMBOTHI HOPMAJIbHOM €710, — OTO3Bajach
Jlucca.

— Ts1 ¢ yma conua? — onenmi Jlenu. — Kak MbI Tyza npodepemcsi?

— CwMotpu, — Jlucca ykazana Ha kpbiry. — COOKY 3/1aHUsI €CTh OKHO — OYEBUJIHO, TaM Y

HUX MaHcapja. Eciau Mbl ¢ TOOOM Be3yuue, TaM MbI HaijieM Kakue-HUOyIh Mpumnachl. A eciu He
MMOBE3ET — OTTY/Ia, CKOPEE BCETO, MOKHO CITYCTUTBHCS B KJIAJOBYIO.

— TbI cymaceamas, 4eCTHOE CJIOBO.

— 4 mpocTo oroJiogana 10 TaKOW CTENEHH, YTO MHE Ja)ke He cTpamHo. Muewm.

Jlucca yBepeHHBIM IIarOM HAIpaBUJIACh K 34aHUI0. MUHYTOW paHee OHAa Kak pa3 MPUMETHIIA
MAaCCHUBHYIO JIEPEBSIHHYIO JIECTHUILY, BaJISIOIIYIOCS B TpaBe y 3a0opa. Basoem ¢ [leHn oHu mogHsu
JIECTHUIY U HE 0e3 TpyJa NPUCIOHWIN K cTeHe. JIucca Opocuiia B3rsi HaBepX.

— Haneroch, HaC HUKTO HE YBUIUT, KOTa MbI Ty/Ia TIOJIE3EM.

— He yBugut, — orBetnn JleHu. — ITa CTOpOHA JI0Ma BBIXOJAUT HA IOJIA.

— IIpexpacHo, Toraa s nouuia.

Omna j0BKO 3a0pajachk Mo JIECTHHIIE U 3arfisiHy/Ia B OKHO, HO HUYETO HE CMOIJIa PaCCMOTPETH
CKBO3b CJIOM TPA3M HAa MYTHOM CTEKJE, 3aT0 NMPUMETHJIA XJIUIKUKA KPIOUYOK, JEPKABIIMM pamy
3aKPBITOM.

— MHe HY)XHO 4TO-TO, YEM MOKHO NOAJIETh KPIOYOK.

— OTo0 nopoiaeT? — JleHu nonan e p:kaBblil CKJIAJIHOW NMEPOUYMHHBIA HOXKUK. JIucca B 1Ba
CcYeTa OTKPbLIA OKHO, MPOJIe3J1a B HETO, CIPBITHYJIA MOJI U OTJIsA/Ie]Ia MOMEIICHUE.

Yero 3aech TOJbKO He ObUIo! 3acTexyieHHbIM 1iKad, HAOUTHIA TOCYIOW, U CTOJI CO
CJIOMaHHBIMU HOXXKaMU, U HECKOJIBKO MYCTHIX paM, B KOTOPBIX, BEPOSITHO, PaHbIIe ObUTH KAPTUHBI,
W CaJlOBBIi MHBEHTAph — rpabmu u mapa jomnar. M 37eck SBHO HE MOMEIANO Obl MPOBECTHU
TreHEpaIbHYI0 YOOPKY — B yIVlaX BHCEJIa TIayTHHA, BCE TOPU3OHTAIBHBIE TTOBEPXHOCTH MOKPHIBAT
POBHBINA TOJICTBIA CJIOM TBUIM, JIUIIb BO3JIE OKHA W OAHOM U3 CTEH OTIIEYaTaJIUCh CIIEAbl YbUX-TO
OOTHHOK.

— A BOT ¥ 51, — JleHW Tak HEOXHUJAAHHO MOSBWICA B OKOHHOM Ipoeme, uro Menucca
B37poruyna. OH COPBITHYJ HA MOJI U TOXKE OTJISIEIICS.

— VYX ThI, IMKapHOE MecTeuko! HnucTora u komdopr.

— A enpl HeT, — cKka3aina Menucca pa3o4apoBaHHO. — 3aTO BOH TaM €CTh JIIOK.

— HaBepHsika OH BEJCT B ITOJICOOKY.

[Ton mrokoM OOHapyXujach JIECTHHUIIA, YBOAAIIAS B TEMHOTY. JleHU B35 CBeUy W CHUYKH,
KOTOpBIE HaIled psAaoM Ha mkady, U mosie3 Ha pa3Benky. [louTu cpasy ke CHHM3Y pasnalcs €ro
BOCTOP>KEHHBIN BO3IJIAC.

— Cunyckaiics ckopee!

Jlucca xkuHynach K Hemy, rajas, 4To K€ OH TaM Takoe Hamen. [IpeomoneB neceHky, oHa
yBujena Jlenu y cremiaxka, JoBepXy HaOUTOTO ChECTHBIMU ITPUTIACAMU.

— Ilogoxau HaOpachIBaThCA Ha €11y, sl HallleJl Koe-4To emie. Pa3 yxx Thl Tak XO4ellb B3VISIHYTh
Ha Jladry, 3TO camoe myuriee Mecto, — Jlenu 3aBen JInccy 3a caMblii JabHUM CTEIJIAX U TTOKa3al
HEOOJIBIIYIO ITIeJIh B OpeBEHYATON CTEHE, Yepe3 KOTOPYIO ObUIO BHUJIHO BECh TEMHBIN 3all TABEPHBI
70 €IMHOTO CTOJIMKA. — 3JeCh HAaC HUKTO HE 3aMETHUT, Mbl OyIeM CKPBITHl BOT 3THUM MIKadoM.
JIBeph Ha KyXHIO — BOH TaM, BO3JI€ JIECTHUIIBL, OTTY/Ia HAC TOKE HE JIOJDKHO OBITh BUJIHO.

— CerogHs BOUCTUHY Halll JIeHb, — Tpocusiiia Menucca. — A Teneppb JaBaii-ka TOCMOTPHUM,



YTO TYT MOXHO MOKEBATh.

Yepes HEKOTOpOe BpPeMs OHH YK€ BOBCIO YILJIETAJIM BKYCHEHIMH XJ1eO C CBIPOM M COJICHBIM
MSICOM, 3allMBas BCE ATO XOJIONHBIM YaeM U3 OOJbIION CTEeKJISIHHOM Oanku. OrosonaBime
3aTBOPHUKH TaK YBJIEKJIHCH, YTO €1Ba HE MPOMYCTUJIA MOSABJICHUE XO35IMHA TABEPHBL YCIIBIIIAB
1IEJTYOK 3aMKa, J[eHr MTHOBEHHO 3a1yJ1 CBE€YY, U pa3BEAUMKHN MPUHUKIIMU K IICIIA B CTEHE.

X034MH 3aBEJCHUS BBINISIACT HEMJIOXO — CTaTHBIA BBHICOKMU MY)KYMHA JIET COpPOKa ISITHU Ha
BU/I, BOJIOCHI CJIETKA TPOHYTHI CETMHOM, JIMIIO YMCTO BhIOpUTO. OH pacnaxHyi ABeph Kade HACTEKb,
BBIBECUJI HA YJIUIY TAOJUUKY U HA4aJl CHUMATh C OKOH CTAPOMO/THBIE TSXKEIIbIE CTABHHU.

— Oro oten Jabusl, — npormenTan Jlenn Ha yxo Menucce. OHa KMBHYIIA.

Konayn TeM BpemeHeM yOpall CTaBHU 3a CTOMKY, M3BJICK OTKYIA-TO OOJBIION JOMOTOMHBIN
MeXaHU4YeCKUi rpaMMoGOH, YCTAHOBUJI €T0 Ha CHEIUAIBHOW TyMOOUKE MPsIMO BO3JIE TOTO MECTa,
IJI€ MPUTAUIUCH 3a CTEHOW IIMMHOHBI, U BKJIIOYUI MY3bIKY. 3aT€M OH YCEJCA Ha BBICOKHUM CTYI 3a
CTOMKOM M MNPUHSIICA NMPOTUpPATh TPSMNKOW cTakaHbl llepromuuecku OH MOMISAbIBalI Ha JIBEPH,
CJIOBHO KOro-TO kJAaj, u Jlucca cpasy xe poraganach, Koro. I 1eliCTBUTENBHO, YEPE3 HEKOTOPOE
BpeMs B JBEpSAX IMOSBUJIACH [IEBYIKA, B KOTOpOoW Jerko y3HaBasach Jladna. OHa cuibHO
M3MEHUJIACh BHEIIHE CO BPEMEH XKU3HU B 3emJisiHke. Ha Hell Obulo uepHOe miarbe JUIMHOW J10
JoABDKEK M Ty(hJIM Ha BBICOKOM KabOJTyKe, CBETIIbIC BOJIOCHI €€ ObLITM COOpaHbI B 3aMBICTIOBATHIN y3€Il
HA MAaKYIIKE U IEPEBSI3aHbI JIECHTOW, Ha JINI€ — AKKYyPaTHBIM MaKUsIK.

— Tak Tl cunTaellb, MHE TTOKA3aJI0Ch? — €XUJIHO mpolrenTan JleHu.

— He 3Hato, — oTto3Banacsk JIucca. — OHa 0o4eHb U3MEHUJIACH.

Ona ckazana 9To, 4TOObI TO3JMUTH Jpyra. Ha camoM pene y Hee HE OCTAIOCh HUKAKUX
comHenuii: Cremia MyH — 310 AeiicTBuTenbHO ObiBiIast JagHa.

Benpma Tem BpeMeHeM 3aluia 3a CTOWKY, JOCTAIa IIOKOJIAJAKY W TMPHUHSIIACH aKKyparHO
pa3BopaunBarhk. JIncca modyBCTBOBaja, KaK MPU BHUJEC IIOKOJAJa €€ POT HAIOJHSIETCS CIFOHOW.
«Yepm 603bMU, CKOILKO 51 YoHce He ena c1adko20?y» — ¢ TOCKOUW MoayMalia OHa.

— 5] Obpl Ha TBOEM MeCTE€ HE HaJlerall Ha INOKOJaJl, — ITOCOBETOBAT KOJIAyH. — DuUrypy
HMCTIOPTHUIIIb.
— A s u He Hanerato, — Creiuia go)keBajia MOCIETHUM JIOMTHK, Hajena Oenbli ¢gapTydek

MOBEPX IJIAThs, YCEIACh 32 CTOMKOMN PSJIOM C OTIIOM U CTaja MOMOraTh €My CO CTaKaHaMHM.

Jlucca Tak 3acMoTpenach Ha BEAbMY, YTO HE YCIBIIAIA 3BYKOB U3 KyXHU. 3aTO WX YCIbIIAI
Jenu. OH TpOHYI MOAPYTY 3a MJIe40, COOMpasCh MPEeAYIPEaUTh 00 3TOM, HO TYT JIBEPb KJIaJ0BOM
pacraxHynach, 1 B IOMENICHUE BOIUIA HEONPATHAS KEHIMHA B ()apTyKe U KOJIaKe W MPUHSIIACH
Kornarbesi B mKady y naBepu. Bckope oHa BhIIAa ¢ KAKUMH-TO CBEPTKAMH B PYyKax, HO JIBEPb
KJIaJIOBOM, BeAyIlasi B KyXHIO, OCTallach OTKPHITOM. Menucca mpukycuia ry0y, MOHSB, YTO MYTh K
OTCTYIUICHHUIO OTpe3aH, Mo KpaWHel Mepe, 0 TeX IMOop, MOKa KTO-HUOYIb HE 3aKpPOET IBEPh
kianoBor. OHa nepenisiHylnach ¢ JIeHUW W TMOHsUIa, 4TO OH JAyMaeTr O TOM €. ['poxoT M3 KyxHH
BO3BECTUJI O TOM, UTO MMOBapuXa MPUHSIIACH 32 padoTy, U pedsATa ClIerka yCroKOUJIMCh U BEPHYIUCH
K HaOJIIOICHUIO 32 3aJIOM.

Bckope nosiBUITUCH TIEpBBIEC MTOCETUTENU. Tpoe MYKUMH BeChbMa MOTPEMAHHOTO BU/Ia BOIIUIH B
kade U C IyMOM pacCeIuch 3a CTOJMKOM y OKHA. Menucca oOparniia BHUMaHUE, YTO y OJHOTO U3
MYKUHH U3-TI0J] BEPXHEN T'yObl TOpUAT OOJIBIIIME KENThIC KIBIKU. [[ake ¢ TaKoro pacCTOSIHUS OBLIO
BUJIHO, YTO KJIBIKM OYE€HBb OCTpHIE.

— OHn Bamniup? — mienoToM cupocuia Menucca.

— OO6opoTenb, — oTo3Bajicsa JleHu. — VY BaMIUpOB Jpyrue MaHEphl U JIpyras OIexkK[a.
Mo3kHO J1a’ke CKazaTh, UTO Y HUX CBOSA MOJa.



— Momna? — BckuHyna 0poBu Jlncca U yXMbUIbHYNIaCh, HEBOJIBHO MPEJCTABUB c€0€ MOAHBIN
KypHaJ JUIsl BAMITUPOB.

— TlocmoTpu Ha ero BHemHOCTh. HU o1MH BaMIiup HUKOTIA B KU3HU HE MO3BOJIUT ceOe Tak
OTBPATUTENIBHO BBITISAETb.

OO6opoTeHb JEUCTBUTENBHO BBIVISACH Y)KACHO: Tpsi3HAas W MeEUIKoBaras ofeXkza, Imopocliee
HIETUHOM JIMIIO C MEIIKaMHU IOJ IVIa3aMH, HEYECAHbIE M BCKIIOKOUYEHHBIE BOJIOCHL « /a A u cama

cetiuac ewlensiocy He Jaywuel» — B3noxuyna Jlucca u mepenaepHynach, MpeACTaBUB ceOsi Co
CTOpPOHBI.

— A nokaxu MHe Bamnupa! — nonpocuia oHa. — Eciin OH croa 3auier.

— Ilokaxy, koHeuHO, — oTBeTWJI JleHn. — Ho Bpsx v ThI 34€Ch YBUIUIIL XOTh OJHOTO U3

HUX. B 3TOM ropome *uBYT B OCHOBHOM HU3IIME CIOM HAcCeNeHMs, BCIKHE TaM OOOpPOTHU U
BapJioku. Bamnupsl KuBYT Henoaaneky ot Jpendyn-xona.

Menucca KMBHYJA U TIPOIOJIKIIIA HAOMIOAATH 32 3aJI0M.

Yero TOApKO OHAa HE HAcMOTpenach 3a Lenblii JeHb! JleHu ObU1 MpaB: MOCETUTENAMU
3aBeJICHUSI OKAa3aJIUChb B OCHOBHOM paloOTsru, epmMepsl U MPOCThIE MECTHBIE XUTEIU. B TaBepHy
3aX0[UJI CaMbIil Pa3HOOOPA3HBIN HAPOJEL — OT MY)KUHMH U KEHIIUH Pa3HON CTENEHU MOMSITOCTH U
YTOMJIEHHOCTH JI0 BECEJIBIX MOJIOMIBIX JIFO/ICH B XOJIIOBBIX pydamikax. Bce 3aka3piBanu MsicO — KTO
O0apanuHy, KTO CBUHUHY. Oc000W MOMYISIPHOCTHIO TOYEMY-TO TOJB30BAIACH KPOJIBIAaTHHA.
Hecxkonpko pa3 Cremnia 3aberana B KJIaJOBYIO 32 IBUIbHBIMU OyTHUIAMH BUHA, HO CIIPATABIIMXCS 32
KadoM CTapbIX 3HAKOMBIX HE 3aMeTHJIA.

3a OAMH U3 CTOJMKOB YCENach KOMIIaHUs AeByleK. OHU BBIIIAIEIN HAMHOTO JIY4IlE, YEM BCE
OCTaJIbHBIE TTOCETUTEIN — ONEKJA YMCTas M ONpPATHAS, U HU Clela yCTAIOCTH Ha aunax. OHu
3aKa3ajau o OOKally TAMHCTBEHHOI'O HAalMTKa C KaKUM-TO JJMHHBIM Ha3zBaHueM. Korga Crema
IIPUHECA Ha ITONHOCE WX 3aKa3, OIHA M3 JECBYIIEK HEOCTOPOXKHO B3MaxHyla PYKOM, M ITOIHOC
OMPOKUHYIICS HA HECYACTHYIO OpUIIMAHTKY. Menrcca He COMHEBAIach, YTO ITOT U3SIIHBIA KECT
pYyKO# OBLT HE CIydailHBIM, OHAKO JEBYIIKA, TOJKHYBIIAS MOIHOC, YIIOPHO JOKa3biBajia XO3AUHY
3aBefeHuss oOparHoe. Crena, 4eil OeNOCHEeXHBIM ¢apTydek Teneph ObLI 3aldmaH SI0BUTO-
PO30BBIMHU MATHAMU, MOCTIEMNAIIA PETUPOBATHCS HA KYXHIO.

Crnop MeXIy XO35SMHOM TaBE€PHBI M MOJIOABIMM TOCTHSIMM 3aKOHUMJICS BHUYbIO. OmHa U3
JIEBYILIEK HIBBIPHYJIA HA CTOJ HECKOJBKO 30J0THIX MOHET M, CKOMAHJIOBaB: «3a MHOM!», ObICTphIM
maroM BbIDIa U3 3aja. Ee mompyxku mocienoBaiu 3a HEel, Opocas MO CTOpOHAM HaJMEHHbIE
B3TJISIZIBL.

— 3HaAuUWT, U Yy HaIlEd MNPEJIECTHOM BEABMOYKH €CTh CBOM Bparu, — YIOBIETBOPEHHO
3ameTtniia Jlucca.

[locne MHUKMAEHTA ¢ MOJAHOCOM B TPAKTUPE HACTYNWJIO 3aTUIIBE. YK€ BEUEPENIO, U HAPOL
NOTUXOHBKY pacxoauics. Cresna (yxe B YUCTOM papTydke) Maruei 3axmia CBeuu, BCTaBICHHBIE B
NPUKpPEIUICHHbIE K CTEHAM MOACBEUYHHKU. B 3asie xade Bouapuics TaMHCTBEHHBIM MOIyMpak, Ha
CTEHax 3aIJIsCAIA TEHH.

Korna Ha ynuiie coBceM cTemMHeno, B 3a0erajloBKe ocTajach BCero napa nocerureneit. Cremna
MPUKPBIIA BXOIHYK JABEpb. Mucrep MyH ycencda 3a CTOMKY W NPUHSJICA CUHUTATh BBIPYUKY,
BBICHIINIAB HA CTOJI MOHETHI U3 METAJUIMYECKOrO SIIMKA, UTPABLIETO, ITO-BUAUMOMY, POJIb KACCHI.

BHe3zanHo nBepb TaBepHBI paclaxHylach, WU Ha mopore mosBUiICS 3G(EKTHBIA MOI0A0U
MyxkunHa. Ero cepeOpucThlii KamM30J M TeMHas OapxaTHas HaKWJKa C KPYIMHBIMH 30JIOTHIMU
NpsOKKaMU Ha TUIeYax, YKPAIEHHBIMH CBEPKAONMMU JIPArOlEHHBIMU KaMYIIKaMH, BCEM CBOUM
BUJIOM TOBOPHUJIM O TOM, HACKOJIbKO OTJIMYAETCS ITOT IMOCETUTENb OT T€X, KTO ObLI CEroiHs B



TaBepHe. KapTuHY oBepIaiy Kryde-4epHble BOJIOCH, aKKypaTHbIC YeTKHE TYOBI M OJeHast KOXa.
Ero BeIpazuTeapHBIE TEMHBIE TJ1a3a C JETKUM MPEHEOPEKEHHEM OCMOTPEIIN HHTEPhEP TaBEPHBI.

«Hacmoswuii npuny u3 ckazok, — mnoaymana Jlucca, 3aBOpOXKEHO MIsAsl HAa CTarHOTO
KpacaBua. — Bom 3mo mouno samnup!»

Ensa oH mosiBUIICS, B 3ajie Bollapuiach TuUlMHA. [loceruTenu, OoyTaBIMe 3a CTOJMKOM,
3aMOJTHaJIA U U3YMJICHHO YCTAaBUJIUCh HA TOCTA, HO CTOMJIO €EMY MMOCMOTPETh B UX CTOPOHY, KaK UX
Juila TpUOOpeNn OTCYTCTBYIOIIEE BbIpaXKEHHE U B3DISABL  cAeiaduch mycTeiMu. (Crena,
MOJIMETABIIAS 10JI, BRIIPSAMUIIACH U 3aMepJia C COBKOM M BEHHKOM B pyKax. Ee orell Tak u He JOoHEC
MOHETHI O METAJUIMYECKOTO SIMYKa U TOXKE 3aCThIJI, CJIOBHO M3BasHUE.

DKCTpaBaraHTHbBIM MYXXYHHA IMPOILIET B 3aJ, CeJl 32 CTOJMK W IICIKHYI HajlbllaMH, MOA3bIBas
opunmanTky. Cremia, OpOoCUB COBOK ¢ BEHHMKOM 3a CTOMKY, MOJOIIUIA K KpacaBIly U yCTaBUJIACh Ha
HEero — 0e3 BCAKOTO MOYTESHUS WIIN YAUBJICHUS, UYTh JIM HE MPE3PUTEIIHHO.

— IlpuHecu MHE KpacHOro BHHA, — IMpPHUKa3ajl MYKYMHA, BAJIbSXKHO PA3BAIMBIIMCH Ha
ctyie. — Xonoanoro. Y mooOsicTpee.

Crenna yivia, HE CKa3aB HM CJIOBA, HO TYT K€ BEpHYJIach C OOJIbIIIMM OOKaJIOM Ha MOTHOCE.
KpoBaBo-kpacHbI HAMUTOK 3aMaHUYMBO UCKPUJICS B CBETE cBedel. MyxXurHa B3sul B pyKy OOKasl U
MPUTyOuIT BUHO.

— VYMHUIIa, — CHUCXOAUTEIbHO KUBHYI OH. OdHUIIMaHTKa CHOBA MOJIYA Pa3BEPHYIACh U TYT
e TIOJy4Yrsia NUIETOK JaJOHBI0 M0 MSATKOMY MecTy. JleByika Opocuiia OCKOpOJICHHBIN B3IV Ha
OecrapJIOHHOr0 KpacaBlla, T'yCTO MOKpacHesa, MyJlel MEeTHYlIach Ha KyXHIO U OOJIbIlIe OTTYJa HE
IMOKa3bIBaJIach.

Ee orern Opocuit cBou MOHETHI B Kaccy M omisizies 3ai. OnuH U3 MOCEeTUTENEH, BCE C TEM Ke
OTCYTCTBYIOIIIAM BBIPAXKEHHUEM JIMIIA, V)K€ BCTABAJI M3-3a CTOJIA, €r0 TOBAPHII IOCTABAI KOIIEJEK.
Kak Tonpko oHM 00a BBIIUIM 3a MOPOT, XO35MH Kade CMEHMJ TaOJMYKYy Ha ABEpU U 3amep Kade
W3HYyTpU. Teneppb B 3aj€ OCTAINCH TOJIBKO OH M KpacaBell BaMIIUp.

— KT0 0H Takoi? — nouHTepecoBanach Menucca y [lenu.

— Yro, He y3Haa? Thl Bellb BUJIENIA €TO PaHBbIIE.

— He nomuro, — mnoxkana neyamu Jlucca.

— Bammnup. [Ilaman. KonayH. 3aBuanblil xeHux. Hacnenuslid mpuHIl KOpoJieBCTBA MUIHANT.

Ero BeicouecTBo CalimoH biskzaeiin coOCTBEHHOM MEepCOHOM, — C BUJIOM KOH(EpPaHChE IICOTOM
o0bsBUI JleHu, yxmbuisisick. Menucca B3JIporuyiia.
— CalimoH? — BbIpBaoOCh y Hee. «Mens 308ym Catimon», — TPO3ByHalId Y HEE B TOJIOBE

CJIOBa U3 CHA.

YXMbUIKa criojizia ¢ auia JleHu.

— B yeM n1e110? — ¢ mo103pEHUEM CIIPOCHUIT OH.

— TsI HE rOBOPUI MHE, YTO €ro 30ByT CaliMOH.

— A 3TO UMeeT 3HaueHue?

Mys3blka 3a CTEHOW 3aMoJiyaja, U MeperoBapuBarhCs Jajibllle CTAIO HeOEe30MmacHo, TeM Oosee
YTO B 3aJI€ TOXKE 3aBSA3AJICS pa3roBOp.

— Hrak, Bame BbICOYECTBO, YTO MPHUBEIO BAC CHO/Ia HA 3TOT pa3? — cOopocuili Muctep MyH.
CaiiMOH OTOJBUHYII ITYCTOW OOKAaJ U MO-XO3SIMCKH 3aKUHYJ HOTH Ha CTOJL.

— W rae mymuxa, KOTOPYIO BbI Tak JIIOOUTE yCTpanuBaTh?

[TpuHL TpunTypUICs.

— MHe He HY)XHO JIMIIHETO IIyMa, — OTO3BAJICSI OH XOJIOIHBIM, KOJFOUYUM TojaocoM. — S K
TeOe 1Mo JIMYHOMY BOIIPOCY, KOTOPHIN TpeOyeT KOH(PUIECHIINATLHOCTH.



— Bce paBHO, Moru ObI TpeAynpeanTh. S ObI XOTh CTOJN HAKPBUI, — ycMexHyics MyH. Jlucca
OTMETHUJIAa MPO ce0s1, YTO OH Pa3roBapvBaeT C MPHUHIIEM O€3 JAOKHOTO YBaKEHHUs — OoJee TOoro,
JaYK€ HEMHOI'0 XaMOBAaTO.

— S ke ckaszan, — HeTeprennBo nepedust ero npuHl. — Hukakoro myma. HukTo B 3aMke He
3HAET, 4YTO S 3/I€Ch.

— Tak 1o KaKkoMy A€y Bbl IPUEXATIH ?

— 4 uuty onHy AEBYLIKY.

Bonapunocs Henosiroe moinyanue. Ilorom MyH pacxoxorancs.

— Tonbko onny?

[IpuHI HaxXMypHIICS.

— He ucnbIThIBal MO€E TEPIICHHUE.

X0341H Kade MTHOBEHHO MOCEPhE3HEN U, IOX0XKE, TTOHSJI, UTO 3apBaJICA.

— Tak 0 KoM UJIeT peyb? — CHPOCUIT OH HETPOMKO.

— O Muncente Onpumx.

N cHoBa moBucna tunmHa. Jlucca onenenena. OHa MOYyBCTBOBaNA, 4ToO J[eHU TOXE 3amep.
KoneuHo, oH He 3HaN ee paMuiInu, Aa U UM MIPO3BYUYATIO YYKO€, HO, TOX0XKE, IO BHIPAXKECHUIO €€
nuua JleHu Bce MOHSI.

— Te1 3Haen, rae oHa? — CallMOH CKUHYI HOTH CO CTOJa, HAKJIOHWIICS BIEpEN H
IIOCMOTpENI B MIa3a KOJAYHY HNPOHU3BIBAOLMM B3DILAOM. Mwucrep MyH onyctun 1miasa u
MIPOMOTYAI.

— Tbl 3Haew, T OHA, — TENEPhb yXKe yBepeHHO cka3zan CailMOH M OOJOKOTWJICS Ha
CTOJIELIHHULLY.

— Her.

— HeT? — npoTtsiHyn npuHI, BCKUHYB OpOBU. B ero riazax mosiBUJIach 3J10CTh.

— Ho Mos 10Yb MOXKET 3HaTh, — MOCHEIIHO TI00aBUJII KOJIJIyH.

— Bor kak? Torna no3oBu ee ctona. Eciu el ecTh, 4TO cKa3aTh, MYCTh TOBOPUT.

— Bpsia 1 oHa 3aX04eT ¢ BaMu pa3roBapuBaTh.

— C 3TuM s Kak-HUOY/b CIIPABIIOCH.

XO0351MH TaBePHBI OKJIMKHYI J04b, M Ta HEOXOTHO BHINIDIA HA 30B. Ha aTOoT pa3 dapryka Ha HEH
He ObLJI0O — OHA Msla €T0 B pyKax U Ka3alach B3BOJIHOBAHHOM.

— Cremta, ero BBICOYECTBO HMHTEpPECYETCA CYIbOON OMHOM TBOEW CTapod 3HAKOMOM, —
ckazaiu eu oren. — Tou camort MUJINCEHTBL.

Crenna onycTuiia B3ris/1 B MOJL.

— Menuccel, — Tuxo nomnpasuiia ona. — Ee 30Byr Menucca.

JIucca ycapnuana, kak JleHu 3a ee CIMHOM CYJOPOKHO B3JOXHYIL.

— Sl noHATHSA HE UMEIO, TNI€ OHA U YTO C HEM, — XOJIOAHO Mpou3Hecia MyH, CIpaBUBIIMCH C
BOJJHEHUEM. — M IMOTHI, KOTOPHIM MBI MOPYYHJIM €€ MOWMaTh, yXK€ IBAXKJbl YIyCTWIH €€. Bo
BTOPOI pa3 ee Mo4TH 3arHajiu B YroJj, HO B IMOCJICAHUNA MOMEHT OHa ucyesyia. Bo3aMoxkHo, nmoruona,
a MOXXET, HalUla cebe Ha/Ie)KHOE YKPBITHE.

— Hackonbko Hafe:xHOE? — YTOUYHUII IPUHILI.

— Ot Hee HU CIIyXy HU AyXy BOT yX€ JIBa MEcCsIa.

— Ho HemaBHO 311ech moObIBaM €€ PYKOK, BepHO? — mponoikan gomnpoc Caitmon. Menucce
MOKa3aJioCh, UTO MIPH ITUX ciioBax Crela cuibHee cxkana GpapTyk B Kymake.

— On noru6 B moxape, — OTBETHJIA JIEBYIIKA, U €€ T0JIOC €ABa YJIOBUMO APOTHYI. — JloMm,
IZI€ €r0 AepKau, CrOpesl 40 CaMOro OCHOBAHUS.



— Tloxap? — uzymuiicst nmpudil. — [lodemy s1 00 3TOM HE CIbIIan?

— Ilnoxue, crtano ObITh, y Bac UH@OpMaropel, — sgoBUTo 3ameTuina Cremra. OnHa
pa3BepHyJIach M OBICTPHIM IIIATOM BHIIIUIA HAa YIHIY, XJONMHYB ABEpbio. [IpuHI] mepemisHyiacs ¢
XO35IMHOM TaBEPHBI U MTOIHSIICS HA HOTH.

— MHe nopa Bo3BpalaThcs, — cKa3al OH. — BOT, 3a BUHO.

OH Opocus Ha CTOJ HECKOJIbKO MOHET M 3alarajl K BBIXOAY, HO Yy CaMOH JBEpU BIPYT
oOepHYIICSI U MPUCTAIBHO MOCMOTPEN B YrOJl KOMHAThl, Kak pa3 B TO MECTO, IJie B CTEHE ObuIa
nplpa. Menncce mMoOKa3almoch, 4TO OH CMOTPUT NPSIMO Ha HEE, HO NOHATH 3TO JO KOHIA HE
MOJIYYHJIOCh — MPUHI OTKPBUI IBEPb U CKPBUICS B TEMHOTE.

Konayn ocrasncs B 3ane oguH. [loxoxke, oH He 3ameTun, kak CaliMoH cMmoTpeln B yroi. OH B
ATO BPEMsI racuJjl CBEYM U 3aKpbIBaJl OKHA CTABHSIMM.

J1OKTaBIIMCh, TTOKA KOJAYH 3aKpOET TaBEPHY U YWJIET, pa3BEIUMKHU MEPENISHYINCh U MOJIYA
PELINIIN, YTO ITOPa YHOCHUTH HOTH.

[loka onu BeIOMpanuck Ha ynuny, Jlenn momuan. OH Monyan U mo jgopore k jecy. Ho kak
TOJIBKO Pa3BEIUMKN OKA3aJIMCh B JICCHOM Yallle, TUILMHE MPUILET KOHEL.

— 3Ha4YuT, BOT OHO 4YTO, — IPOrOBOPHJ MAapeHb HaTAHYyTO. — Te0s HILEeT MpUHI], a He
KOpOJIEBA.

— W uro 310 3HaunuT? S Mymana, OHM BMECTE MEHSI HIIIYT.

— Trl 10 cux mop MHororo He moHsua! Sl Beab roBopusl Tebe, YTO KOpPOJIEBA W IPHUHIL
BpaXAYIOT MEXAy coOoi. Y HUX naxe ¢amuminu pa3Hbie — ['ena npucBousia cedbe poroBoe UMs
KOpOJIEBCKOM ceMbH, Ban MopraH, a mpuHIl HOCUT haMIIIMIO cBoel Matepu, bidkaein. Ouu BeayT
COBEPILEHHO pPa3HyI0 AesaTeNbHOCTh. KopoisieBa BBINOJHSET CBOM OOA3aHHOCTH, a MPHUHI, Kak
MaJICHbKUI Mapa3uT, eJaeT Bce, YTOObI CIIYTaTh € KapThl.

— Ho 3auem emy 310? YUTOOBI TOTYYUTH TPOH?

— Koneuno. 1 nmpaBuTh B CBOE YAOBOJIBCTBHE.

— Torna Ha Ko#l yepT emy s?

— A BOT 3TO M ecThb INaBHasA 3arajka. BoT ToOipko, 1MO-MOEMY, YTO-TO 31ech Heunucto. OH
3HAET HE TOJBKO TBOE UM, HO U (aMIIIMIO, OH TaK YCEpAHO TeOs MIIET, UTO MpHUeXal K 4epTy Ha
KYJIUYKH JIUIIb PaJy TOTO, YTOOBI 331aTh Mapy BOIPOCOB. Y HETO MOJ PYKOM COTHH UIIEEK U CIYT, a
OH CaMOJINYHO 3aHUMAETCA TBOUMHU MOUCKAMH.

— Ha 410 3T0 THI HaMeKaeub? — HacTopoxkuiack JIncca. EW penmTebHO HE TOHPABUIIOCE
BBIpAKECHUE JInNa /[eHu.

— Hanpumep, Ha TO, 4TO ThI HE BCE MHE paccKas3ajga, — OTBETHJ IApEHb BCE TEM XK€
CTpaHHBIM TOJIOCOM. — Moker, y TeOs ocTtanach Kakas-HUOyIb TailHa, MPOJIMBAIOIIAsl CBET HA
npoucxosiee?

— To1 yTO, MONO3peBacil MEHS B CBSA3M C npuHieM?! — Menucca ObUla Tak MOKHPOBaHA U
BO3MYIIIEHA A3TUM HEOXUJAHHBIM aOCYypAHBIM 3asBJICHHEM, YTO HEMPOU3BOJILHO MOBBICKIIA
rojioc. — B ’)KU3HU He ciblaiia HU4ero rynee!

— He opu, Hac KTO-HMOY/Ab MOKET YCIIBILIATh, — PE3KO cKa3zan J[eHu.

— Jla neyxenu?! — psiBkHyna Jlucca. — I[louemy-To, Korna Thl pyrajicsi ¢ JHHU B Jiecy, TeOs
HE 3a00TUJI0, YTO BaC «KTO-HHOYIb MOXKET YCIBIIATh!

JleHn sBHO ObUI HENPUSITHO YAMBIEH €€ OCBeAOMJIEHHOCThI0. OH Ha MrHOBEHUE
OLLIEJIOMJIEHHO OTKPBLI POT, HO IOTOM OILLETUHUIICS.

— A 105 HUKTO HE MPOCHUJ MOACTYIIUBATH!

— Jla Bac xe ObUIO CJIBIIIHO Ha BECh Jjec!



— 3arkayma Obl yim, — OypkHYT JleHn, HO, O4eBHIHO, YK€ IOHSI, YTO HEmlpaB. YBHUJICB
BBIP@KEHME €T0 JInla, JIncca cierka ycnokousach.

— Jlagno, u3BuHU. S HE X04uy ¢ TOOOHM IO APTOMY MOBOMLY CCOPUTHCA. IIpocTo HEmpHSATHO,
KOTrJia MOU OJIM3KHE YTO-TO OT MEHS CKPBIBAIOT!

[Tpu cnoBe «onu3kue» J[eHu npucTaabHO MMOCMOTPEI Ha Hee.

— ThI TIpaBa, s1 1aBHO JOJXKEH ObUT TeOe pacckaszarh, — B3JI0XHYI OH. — Korma Mbl TOJIBKO
MMO3HAKOMUJIUCh, MEXKy MHOM M DHHU MPOCKOYMJIA UCKpa. DTa UCKpa ObLIa TaKk MOIIHA, a Opak
OHHUM W bunna Tak CUIBHO Tpemaa MO IIBaM, YTO MBI C HEW moTepsuid royomy. lIpusHaro,
MPUYUHON 3TOMY MOIIIO OBITh OTYACTH TO, YTO S JABHO YK€ HE OOINAJICSA C JACBYIIKAMH, a JHHU
Takasi JacKoBas W HEXHas... HaM J0BOJIbHO MPOJOJDKUTEIBHOE BpeMS yIaBAJIOCh CKPBIBATh HAIITy
CBsI3b OT €€ Myxa. He 3Haro, yeM ObI BC€ ATO KOHYMJIOCH, HO B OJMH HE MpeKpacHbIi AeHb [leitmx
CWJIBHO 3aJIepaJlach BO BPEMS CBOEH BBUIA3KU B TOpOJA. JDHHM ILIaKajia, yroBapuBajia U ymoJisiia
MEHSI OCTaThCs, HO sl OTIPABUWIICS UCKATh CECTPY M YrOIWJI MPSIMO B JIallbl 0OOPOTHSAM-HUILEHKaM,
KOTOpPBIC OTBOJIOKJIM MeHs B Jlpendyn-xomn. Tenepsr DHHU cUUTAET, YTO 1 €€ OpOCHJII, MOTOMY YTO
BCKOpE mocie Moero yxoja [leiix kak Hu B ueM He ObIBAJIO BEPHYJIACH B JIarephb.

— Tl ibITAJICSI TOTOBOPUTH C HEM?

— IIprTancs. IMeHHO ¢ 3TOro s M Havaja B TO YTPO, KOIJla Thl HAC CJIbIIAJIa, HO yCIiexa He
nobuiics. OHa 3asBHIa, YTO, €CAUM OBl S BHSJ €€ MOJb0aM W HUKyIa HE TIOIejd, BCe ObLIO OBl
XOpoI1lo, a s €€ He MOCIyIadl — 3HauyuT, Opocui. ToabKO OHa HE MOHMMaeT omHoro. S He mor
MO3BOJINTh ce0€ BMECTO CITACeHHs POJHON CeCTphl BBIOpaTh MpeObIBAHHWE PSAAOM C JCBYIIKOM,
KOTOpasi MeueTrcss Mexjay MHOM u apyrum. S BeiOpan Ileimpk, moka DHHU TbITalach BBIOPATh
OJHOTO U3 Hac ¢ buiutom. BOT Tak Bce M 3aKOHYMIIOCH JIJIST HAC C HEIO.

— Ox, He 3Haro Jaxe, 4To U CKazaTh, — HaxMmypuJiach Jlncca.

— He Hano Huyero ropoputsh. Mou 4yBCTBa K HEW JABHO B MPOIIUIOM, IO3TOMY B YTEIICHUU f
HE HYXJaroCbh. TOT pa3roBOp, KOTOPBIM Thl YCJBIAJIA, S 3aT€SJI C LEIbI0 MOCTaBUTh, HAKOHEIL,
TOYKY B 3TOM UCTOpHHU. J[ymMar0, MHE yIalloCh — MYCTh HE COBCEM TaK, KaK MJIAHUPOBAIOChH.

— Yr0 XK, 3TO K JDy4liemy.

— Hapneroch, 4To Taxk.

Jlenu moxocwmics Ha Jluccy u 3akycuia ryOy, CIIOBHO HE pellasch CKazarh YTO-TO €Ile, HO
IOTOM BC€ K€ MPOU3HEC:

— IIpoctH, 4to 3amono3pui1 T€dsI BO JHKM HAacuyeT MPUHIA. DTO JIEUCTBUTEIBHO ObLIO OYEHD
TJIYTIO.

— Ja uto yxx Tam, — yneiOHynach Jiucca. — Maem ckopee, a To pedsita mOayMaroT, IJIe 3TO
MBI 3aIlponacTUiInCh. He TepnuTcs yBUAETH X JIMIIA, KOT/Ia MBI IPUTAIIIM BCIO 3TY €11y.

Jlenu moyno0Hee mepexBaTUII MEIIOK C €10M, KOTOPBIA HEC Ha CIIMHE, U, TTOCJIEI0BAB IPUMEPY
MOJIPYTY, YCKOPHII IIIar.
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VYcnbiliaB HOBOCTH, KOTOPbIE MPUHECIH Pa3BEIUMKH, JHHU YIWBICHHO BCKUHYJIA CBETJIbIC
OpoBH.

— Uto OBUIO HYXKHO IPUHILY B TaBEpHE?

— Cyns mo BceMmy, HU4ero, — coBpaja Jlucca kak HM B ueM He ObiBasio. [lo jopore oHuU c
JleHu penmiuy, 4To OCTAIbHBIM HE 00s3aTeIbHO 3HaTh 00 MCTHMHHOW Lieiu BU3UTa bidkieiina B
ropon.

— IIponycTun crakaH4uMK BHHA M yeXall, — HE MeHee yoenautenbHo coBpan Jenu. — be:
1IymMa U NbUIH.

byt nepernsHyncs ¢ JK€HOU U HAXMYPHJICS.

— Yro, BOT Tak mpocto yexan? Hackoibko s 3HaK0, OH JIOOMTENb yCTpaWBaTh MHUPHI U
Npa3AHUKU B CBOKW 4YecTb. Hy, wiu, mo kpakiHeW Mepe, CONMPOBOXKAArb CBOM IMPUE3] LIYMHOU
CBUTOU U OPKECTPOM.

— Jla 1 moueMy uMeHHO 3Ta TaBepHa? B MujHaliTe mojiHO APYrux 3aBeAeHUN ropa3ao Oymxe
K JIBOPILY, 3a4€M €My ObLIO €XaTh B ATO 3aX0JIYCThe? — MOJepKaia ero JHHHU.

— Orkyna ke HaMm 3HaTh? — moXaJj neyaMu JleHu.

— OH nepen HaMu HE OTUMTHIBAeTCA, — pas3Bena pykamu Memncca. — Ho ecim Bbl He
BEPUTE, MOKETE TOMTHU K TOCIOAMHY MyHY U CIPOCUTB Y HETO JINYHO.

JIeH! XMBIKHYIL.

— CwmenHo, — oueHus bum, ckpuBuBImMch. — JlagHo, JaBalTe pacXonUThCA. YK€ MO3IHO,
1opa crnarsb.

Bckope Bce ynemuch, M B Jlarepe BOLApUiIach TUIIMHA. J[€HU yXe€ JABHO CONEN U BUJEI
ceapMO CoH, HO JIncce He cnanock. OHa BCe JeXKalla U CMOTpPeENa B ONHOTOHHOE aCTIMIHO-YEPHOE
HeO0o. Eil ceiluac He xBarano 3Be3/J] — B MPOILIOM €l OYEHb HPABUJIOCH JIEKATh MOJl HOYHBIM
HEOOM M Pa3MBIIUIATE 000 BCEM Ha CBETE, IS HA cepeOpsiHbIe MATHBIINIKA Ha TEMHOM HEOECHOM
nosiore. Celuac mpoiwioe — €€ KU3Hb B TOM, IPYrOM MHUpeE, IJe mpojeTrenao ee 0e33aboTHoe
JIETCTBO, — Ka3aJ0Ch €l TaKUM JKe JaJIeKHM, Kak 3To He0o. Ei ka3ajock, 4To 37eCh, B 9TOI HOBOH,
IIOJIHOM OITACHOCTEW M BOJIHEHUH >KM3HU, OHA CHJIBHO IOB3pPOCIIENa, HAyYUJIaCh CMOTPETh Ha BELIU
MO-JIPYTOMY.

Jlucca mepeBepHynach Ha Jpyrod OOK W TMOHsUIa, 4TO HE ycHET. llocne ychplmaHHOro u
YBUJEHHOT'O CETOJIHSI €€ TOJI0Ba ObLIa MEPENOJIHEHA MBICIISIMHU.

«Haoo npocynamucs, — peumna aeBynka. — Moowem, 6 20106€ NPOACHUMC .

OcTtopoxHO, 4TOOBI HE pa3OyauTh JleHu, oHa BCTala, THXOHBKO BBUIE3JIA M3-TMOI KyCcTa U
noupia, Kyga niasa DisgaT. 3a BpeMs KU3HU B yarepe bunna m OHHM Menucca ycrnena Xopouio
U3YYUTh OKPECTHOCTH M 3HAJIA, YTO HE 3a0JIyIUTCS 3/IeCh Ja)Ke HOUbIO.

JIucca nymana o Caiimone biaskaeitne. CAMIIKOM MHOTO BOIPOCOB MTHOBEHHO BO3HHUKAIIO Y
HEE B rOJIOBE MPHU MBICJIM O MOJIOZOM MpPHHIIE-BaMIIupe. 3auem oH uleT ee? [loueMy X04eT CKpbITh
OT Bcex cBoM moucku? Kak emy ymaercs mpoHUKarb B €€ CHbI? Panpmie Menucca HUKOTa HE
3ameualia, YToObl €l CHUJIUCh BEIME CHBI, HO TEIEPh HE COMHEBANIACh, UTO MPHUHI] — TOT CaMbIil
CaliMOH, KOTOPBIN SABJISJICS €4 MHOTO HOYEH moJipsaa. UTo ke BCe 3TO 3HAYNUT?

B konie koH1oB, JIMcca coBepilieHHO BbIOMJIACh M3 CWJ. J[yMbl, HE JaBaBIME €M ITOKOS,
JoJrasi Xonb0a ¥ BOJHEHUSI, IEPEXKUTHIEC 3a JICHbB, CAeaaIn cBoe feino. OHa mpuiieriia Bo3je JepeBa
OTHOXHYTh. BHE3aITHO €€ TroJIoBa COBEPIIECHHO OITYCTEJAd, U3 HEE MCYE3JIM BCE MBICIU 10 €IUHOM.




Menucca emie pa3 B3IIsIHYJa Ha HEOO U caMa HE 3aMeTuIa, Kak yCHYJa.

Ee pa30yaun cBer. OHa OTKphUIa MMa3a U omwsigenach BOKpyr. Cyns mo Bcemy, I€Hb ObLUT B
caMoM pasrape. Jlucca ¢ TpyIoM MOIHSIACH C 36MJIM — OT CHa B HEYJJOOHOM 1M03€ HOTH 3aTEKJIN U
COBEpUICHHO HE€ XOoTenu ABurarbcs. OHa mMoTpsiciaa IO O4YEepeAr OJHOM HOTOW W BTOPOM,
pPa3MUHAsACh, U €Ie pa3 OIVIsIeIach 10 CTOPOHAM, MBITAsACh MOHSATh, TJ€ HAXOAUTCA U KaK OTCHO/IA
noOpathbcst 0 Jarepsi.

«Hasepnoe, /lenu yoice ¢ nHoe councs, paszvickusas mensah — B cTpaxe noaymana Jlucca. B
KOHII€ KOHIIOB, OHA OIPEJIeNINIIa, B KAKYI0 CTOPOHY UJITU, U MyJIel moMyanach B Jarepb.

JleHu B 0IMHOYECTBE CUEN Y Ianamia, 00XBaTUB IOJIOBY PYKaMHU.

— D! — kpukHyna Menucca, OCTaHABIMBAsCh BO3JIE HEro. 3abIXasiCh OT OBICTpOro Oera,
OHAa ymaja psIOM C MapHEM Ha 3€MIII0, NbITasCh OTABIIATHCI. [[eHH HEKOoTOopoe BpeMs CHIEI
MOJ4a, @ TOTOM OTHSUI PyKH OT JIMIa U TOCMOTpeEI Ha Menuccy.

— I' e Te6st HoCuII0? — pe3Ko crnpocui oH. JIncca moAHsIIa Ha HEro Tiiasa.

— S ryinsuia, — HEBUHHO OTBETHJIA OHA.

— D'ymsna? — nepecnpocuit JleHu TOHOM, HE MPEABEIABIIIMM HUYETO Xopoiero. — [ie xe,
II03BOJIb Y3HAThH?

— B necy.

— Heyxenu? A MeHs mpeaynpeanuTh O CBOEH MPOTYJKE Thl IOYEMY-TO HE TOTPYAUIACE.

Jlucca cema 1 HEJOYMEHHO BO33pUJIaCh Ha HETO.

— MHe Hy)KHO ObUTO MOOKITH OAHOM. S yIlIa HOYbIO, KOTAA ThI criall. YecTHO TOBODPS, 5 Jaxe
HE rmojiymasa OyauTh TeOs h3-3a TaKOW €pYHIbI.

— He noagymana, 3Hauut?! — JleHu BCKOYMI HA HOTH U MPUHSIICS B OCIIEHCTBE PACXaKUBaTh
U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. — A Temnepb NpeACcTaBb, UTO MOAYyMa 5, KOTJa MOCJ€ BCETO YCIbIIIAHHOTO
BUEpa sl MPOCHYIICS U HE 0OHapyxui Te0s! U uro s myman Bce yTpo, moka Te0si HOCUIJIO HEU3BECTHO
rae!

Menucca HaxXMypHUIIach.

— B uyem, coGcTBenHo, neno? S mpocTo pernmia HEMHOTO MPONUTHUCH, YTOOBI MPHUBECTU E
nopsaoK Mbiciii. He moHMMaro, 4ero Thl Tak pa3BOJIHOBAJICS?

— He nonumaens?! — paccepauiicst JleHu u B cepiiax KpUKHYIIL:

— Jla moToMy 4To 5 11005110 TEOs, aypa!

OH 3amomuan. OTO HEOXKUJAHHOE 3asBiIeHUE olapanmio Jluccy HacTONbKO, YTO OHa
NoTepsIa 1ap pPeUHu.

— S 6oroch moTepATH TE€O... CHOBa, — A00aBwa JleHr Tenepp y)Ke TUXUM TOJIOCOM.

Jlucca, HakoHeIl, IpUIIUIa B ce0s M1 HaXMypHUiIach, HE HAXO/s CJIOB JJisl OTBeTa. Bce aTo BpeMs
OHa cuuTaya JleHn cBOMM Jpyrom, HO HapeHb, OYEBUIHO, TyMaJl HHAYE.

— Ilouemy TbI MOTUMIIBL? — Jl€HU NPUABUHYICS K HEW WM HEXHO JOTPOHYICS JI0 €€ IUIeya.
Menucca aepHyia miedoM u copocuiia ero pyky. Tenepb oHa 3Haja, 4To JOJKHA CKa3aTh.

— IIpoctu Mens, Jlenu, eciu s Korjga-To Aajia Tede MoBoj JymMarb, YTO MEXKIAY HaMU YTO-TO
ecTb. Tbl MOU JpyT, U Bceraa uM Oynenb. Ho Huuero, kpoMe IpyxObl, s MPEASIOKUTH HE MOTY.

JleHu onmycTuI roJIoBy U OTBEPHYJICS OT JIMCCHI.

— Tloitmu, [lenu, y MeHsl ye ecTh JJIOOMMBIN YEJIOBEK, U 51 BEpHA €My, — CKa3ajla OHa U TYI
€ TMOHSUIA, YTO UMEHHO 3TOT0 TOBOPUTH HE CTOMUJIO.

— Bor kak?! — Bckunyncs JleHu. — A 3TOT YeNOBEK XOThb pa3 cracan Teds oT cmepTu?
ComHeBaroch. A MOXKET JIM OH MMOXBACTAThCSl YUaCTUEM B BOCCTAHUHU MPOTUB BammniupoB? i Tem,
YTO HEBPEAUMBIM BBIOpAJICA U3 TTOXKapa?



— Ilpu yem 31€Ch 3TO? — ynUBIEHHO NoAHsIa OpoBu Menucca. — Eciau emy 10 cux mop He
MPEACTAaBUIIOCH IIAHCA CIIACTU MHE JKU3Hb, 3TO HE 3HAYHUT, YTO OH HE CITIOCOOEH Ha MOJIBUTH. XOTH,
BOOOIIE-TO, OH B HEKOTOPOM POJIE BCe ke cnac MeHs. Korna s qymana, 4To BeCh MO MUP PYIIUTCA,
MMEHHO OH BBITAIIMJI MEHS U3 3TOro 00J10Ta, 1ajl HaJIeXKy U BEpHYI K ku3HHU. K ToMy %e, Mbl yxke
OYEHb JIABHO BMECTE, ...

— W 4t0? D10 3HAYUT, UTO TENEPh Thl JOJDKHA XPAHUTh €My BEPHOCTH JI0 KOHIIA JHEH CBOUX?
Jlnucca, cBet He comencs KIMHOM Ha OJHOM YenoBeKe!

— Ho s nro6mro ero!

— Ero ke 31ech HET, OH HE TIOMOXKET TeOe B TPYIHYIO MUHYTY. 3aT0 sl TOMOTY U Bcerna Oyy
pAIOM.

— 3a 3TUM U HYKHBI IpYy3bsi, BEPHO?

— Her, He BepHO!

— OJrtoT cnop Oecrnosne3eH, — Menucca oTBepHynach oT Jlenu. Ee BbiBeno u3 cedsi ero
noseaeHue. Heyxenu B GarogapHoCTh 3a TO, UTO OH cHac €i *KU3Hb, OHA JOJKHA MOIO0UTH €ro?

— Jlenu, Takoe ObIBa€T TOJBKO B CKa3Kax — IPHUHI CIIacaeT MPHUHIECCY OT JIpaKkoHa, OHA
cpa3y BIIOOJISETCA W BBIXOAUT 3a HEr0 3aMyX. EciM Tl HE 3aMeTuj, B JKU3HH PEIKO BCE
3aKaHYMBAETCS XOPOIIIO.

[Tapenp npomosyai.

— W BooOmEe, — cepauto mpomomkana Jlucca. — B Haieil cutTyaliud 3T pasroBOpPHI O
YyBCTBaX COBEPUICHHO HEYMECTHBI.

— B xakoMm cMbicie «B Halell cutyaiun»? — JleHu MoJIHsT Ha Hee HEJOYMEHHBIN B3I

— MBI B Oerax, mpsiueMcst OT BCSIKMX YYAOBHII] M UX KOPOJIEBBI, PUCKYEM CBOMMM KU3HSIMH U
cBoei cBo0010i1. [To-TBOEMY, Y MEHSI €CTh KeJlaHuEe 00CYXKJaTh BCIKUE MIyNOCTU?!

Jlenu nmpeHeOpekUTENbHO (PHIPKHYIL.

— Xoporo, Korjga OCBOOOTUIIBCS OT CBOMX OEroB M PHMICKOB, Jaii MHE 3HaTh. Miam korma
nepecTaHelh ObITh ATOMCTKON U HauHEIb TyMaTh O JPYTHUX.

— Yro, mo-TBOEMY, 3HAUUT OBbITH 3TOMCTKOU?! S Mymaro o npyrux, Jenu. S nymaro o Jlxetice,
O TowMm, 4TO ceryac, KOraa s UCYE3JIa, EMY M TaK OYE€Hb IUIOX0. A €CJIM BIPYT 5 BEpHYCh? UTO 5 emy
ckaxy? UTo s moBcTpeuana apyroro, U Temeph Oymy JOOUTH €ro BEYHO, IMOTOMY UYTO OH TaKou
XpaOphlil, OH cHacaJl MHE JXH3Hb, U OH BbIOMpajics >XUBbIM M3 oOrHs? Kak Tbl cebe 3TO
IpECTABISEIb?

— OueHb npocTo, — OypkHy:a JleHu.

— Bor kak? IIpocto, 3Haunt? Tebe 3TO KaXeTcsl MPOCTbIM — B3ATh U CJieJIaTh OOJIBHO
4eJI0BEeKY, KOTOPHIN TeOs ro0uT?! M KTO U3 HAC MOociie 3TOr0 STOUCT?
— Ho Benp MMEHHO 3TO ThI M JAedacllb CO MHOM, — Bo3pas3ui Jlenu, HO Jlnucca »xkecTtom

OCTaHOBHJIA €TO.

— JleHu, 3TOT pa3roBOp HU K YEMY HE MPUBEIET.

— 3ameuarenbHO. B TakoM citydae 1aBail €ro NpekpaTuM. Y BAJUMCST BEUEPOM.

OH nogHsuICcs ¢ 3eMJIM U ObICTPO 3amarai npoub. EnBa oH ckpeuics u3 BuAy, Jlncca Bckouniia
U OTBeJIa AyIly, HECKOJBKO pa3 ¢ pa3Maxy CaJaHyB HOroil mo Onwmkaiiemy naepeBy. Hemuoro
YCIIOKOUBIIMChH, OHA ceJia 00paTHO Ha TPaBY U TITyOOKO 3ayMaliach.

Jlucca oxunana ot JleHu 4ero yrogHo, HO TOJIBKO He MpU3HaHus B JII00BU. KoHEeYHO, B KaKOM-
TO MOMEHT OHa JyMaja O TOM, YTO BO BHEIIIHEM MHUPE Y HUX MOIJIO Obl YTO-TO MOJIYYUTHCA, HO 3TO
ObUTa OIHA U3 TE€X CIyYalHBIX MBICJIEH, KOTOPHIE BCIBIXMBAIOT B TOJIOBE U Cpa3y ke 3a0bIBAIOTCS.
JleHn Bcerma Kaszajcsl €W JIETKOMBICIIEHHBIM MAaJIBYUIIKOW, OJHUM M3 TEX, KTO BCTYNAeT B



OTHOIIICHUS C JCBYIIKAMH TOJBKO Paaud TOTO, YTOOBI MOPA3BIEUYBCS, HUCKOJIBKO HE 3a00TSICH O
yyBcTBaX. HO cerogHs OH OTKpBUI €l COBCEM JPYIyK0 YEpTy CBOEro Xapakrtepa. Jlucca Bapyr
MOHsAJA, YTO IOCIe ATOro Mpu3HaHus B JoOBU JleHW cTan el MpOTHUBEH, WM ObUIa BechbMa
pasziocajoBaHa OCO3HAHUEM 3TOTO (pakTa, BeAb €, CKOpee BCEro, MPEACTOUT €IlIe J0JITr0e BpeMs
OpouTh M0 MuUHANUTY B €10 OOIIECTBE.

OToM HOUYBKO JleHu yien cnark MoA APYroM KyCT — Ha IPOTHUBOIIOJIIOKHOW CTOPOHE JIarepsl.
KypTky cBoro, nmpaBaa, octaBuii, U Menucca ykpbiiach €10, kak o0bidHO. HecMoTpst Ha TO, 4TO €€
MO3T SIBHO ObLT IEPETPYKEH IMOIUSIMU, YCHYIIA OHA OBICTPO. 32 HOYb OHA MOPSKOM MPOAPOIIa, U,
MPOCHYBIIMCHh YTPOM, JAOJITO HE MOIIIA OTOTPeThes. PacTupas 3amep3nme pykn, OHa HaIPaBUIIACh K
JEpEBy, B KOPHSIX KOTOPOTO OOBIMHO JIEXKAaJW MX 3aIachl €/bl, U HaTKHyIach Ha JleHH, KOTOpPbIH
MBITAJICS Pa3TPhI3Th 3a4€PCTBEBIIMI KYCOK xJie0a.

— A, mpocHynach, — TMpolllaMKal MapeHb, He Tisiag Ha Menuccy. Ta OypkHyna 4TO-TO
Hepa300opunBoOe, CyHy/Ia PYKY B MEIIOK C €/10M, J0cTalia Xjied U ChIp M yCelach Ha 3€MJII0 B METpeE
ot /lenu.

— V¥ Te0s1 ObUI0 MHOTO BPEMEHH Ha pa3/lyMbs, — CKa3aj NapeHb. — Thl HE U3MEHUJIA CBOETO
peeHus?

Menucca X0JI0JHO MOCMOTPEIIA Ha HETO.

— 51 Bce BUepa ckazana, 100aBUTh MHE HEYETO.

— TsI xopomo nogymana? — HaxMmypuics enu.

— OTnnyHO, — ¢ HAXXUMOM Ipou3Hecia Jlucca u npuHsach 3a eny.

Jlo koHIa nHSA OHU ¢ JleHW He cKazanu Jpyr Apyry HU ciioBa. Ha criepyronmii neHb Ha
paccBete Jlenu 3acoOupaiicss Ha BbUIa3Ky B ropoj. PaszOyxenHass ero Bo3Hei, Jlucca BbInia
noXxejarb €My yaauu, HO JIeHW Jullb CMEpHJI €€ CBUPENbIM B3MISIIOM W OBICTPO YAQIMIICS.
Menucca paccrpounach. Kak Obl oHa HUM 31miach Ha JleHH, el He XOTeaoCh, YTOOBI OH IIENT Ha
OTBETCTBEHHOE JI€JI0 B TAKOM HACTPOEHHUU: MO BIUSHUEM IOyPHBIX SMOLMAM OH MOI HaJEJaTh
[UIYIIOCTEN U TIOIMACTh B HENPUATHOCTH.

Jlenu BepHYIICS TOBOJIBHO OBICTPO — II€JIbINA, HEBPEIUMBINA U C HOBOCTSIMH.

— Bamisinute, — ckazan oH u Opocus Ha 3emiro raszety. Jlucca, cunaeBiiast OJvKe BCeX,
pa3BepHyla M3JaHUE U CAABICHHO OXHYJA, YBUJIEB CBOM COOCTBEHHBINM MOPTPET BEJIUYMHON B
MOJICTpaHUIIBL. PsijioM ¢ Hell n300pa3uiu Koro-To o4eHb Mmoxoxero Ha buia.

— Tak s 1 3Hanma, — nMpocToHaNa DHHH, 00paIasch K Myxy. — Ta oduimaHTka 3anoMHIIA
TeOs.

— A KTO0 3anoMHUJ MeHsA? — Haxmypuiack Jlucca. Ha camoM nene, onu ¢ JleHu mpekpacHc
3HAJIA, KTO OMNHCal €€ XyHOKHUKAM W3 Ta3eThl, HO, pa3 YK PEIIMJIM HHUYETO HE PaCCKa3bIBATh
OCTaJIbHBIM, HY>)KHO OBLTO MOAJEPKUBATD JIETCHY.

— Tl %€ TaBHO B pO3bICKE, — 3aMeTHIT briw.

— Jla, HO moYeMy MO OPTPET HaIeYaTaJIl TOJIBKO cerdac?

— BeposiTHO, oTuUasiuCh HaWTHU TEOS CBOMMHU CHJIAMM U PEIIIM TOAKIIOYUTh YuTareseit
ra3eThl.

[To3xe, xorma bumn ¢ DHHM yxke ylnu cnarb, Menncca cujaena BO3JE IIanalia Ha Tpase,
NPUCITOHUBIIMCH CIIMHOW K JepeBy, W Aymana o mpoucxomsameM. [louemy [ladbna Tak monro
BBDKHMJaJa, IPEXIE YeM Aarh ee onucanue B razery? WMmu e 3to geno pyk npunna? Ecim on
CrIOCOOCH MPOHMKATh B UYXKHE CHBI, MOXKET OBITh, U BHEIIHOCTh HE3HAKOMOTO YEJIOBEKAa yMEET
BUJIETh, HE HAXOACH PSIAOM?

— O yem gymaenb?



JIucca obeprynack. OHa U He 3aMeTuJIa, Kak JeHr mpucen psaaoM ¢ Hel.

— Jla Tak. O00 BceM, YTO TTPOUCXOIUT.

— Mosker, nydmie noaymMaeuls O TOM, IMOYEMY Thl TaK CO MHOW NOCTyMNaellb? — THUXO
MIPOU3HEC MAPEHb.

Jlucca pe3ko oTBEpHYJIACh OT HEro. EMl HE XOTEeNoCh cervac 3areBarb HOBBIX CIIOPOB. JleHu
TSDKEJIO B3JOXHYJI, HO HE yiuen. Menucca 3akaruia 1ia3a; OHa MOHMMAalla €ro pacTpElaHHbIC
YyBCTBA, HO HE MOTJIa HUYETO IOJIENIATh C Pa3paXCHUEM, KOTOPOE OHU Y HEE BBI3bIBAIIU.

— He Hano Tak B3apIxarh, — Opocuia oHa CEpAUTO. — Thl U3 YUCTOTO ATOU3MA 3aCTABIISCIIb
MEHSI TPOJOJIKATh ATHU OECIOJE3HbIE pa3roBOPBI, XOTS S M C MEPBOrO pasza BIOJHE SICHO
BbIpasuiack. ECiii Thl HUYETO HE MOHUMAECIIb, 3TO TBOU ITPOOJIEMBI.

— SI-To moHMMAaro, — BCE TaK K€ TUXO Ipoaokal JleHu. — DTo Thl HE MOXKEIb MOHATH. S
Mory faTh Tebe OoubIle, yeM TBou Jxketic!

OH mpousHec 3TO uMs 0€3 Mpe3peHus, HO ¢ HENMPHUsI3HbIO. Menuccy ero ToH emle OOoJbIie
pa3o3IuIL.

— He roBopu Tak o0 HEM, ThI €T0 JJa’K€ HE 3HACIIb!

JIeHU MOJIOKUI PYKY €/ Ha IIEYO.

— 3aro s 3HaK KOE-4TO JAPYroe: OH OCTAJICSA TaM, B TBOEH MPOILUIOW XKU3HU, B KOTOPYIO ThI
BpSi/l JIU BEpHENIbCs. A s 371eCh, ¢ ToOOH. W ecnu Thl Oyfenis B ONACHOCTH, OH HE CMOXKET MPUUTHU
Ha MOMOIIb. A s Ipuay, B 110001 MOMEHT. MOXeT, mopa 3a0bITh O HEM U JJaTh MHE IIaHC?

Menucca rpydo cOpocuiia ero pyky. Bce Bo3aMyilieHuE U 3J10CTh, KOTOPhIE OHA TaK YCEPIIHO
CIEpKHUBajla, HA4YaJIM PBaTbCs HapyxKy. JleHu mpucrtambHOo cMoTpen Ha Hee. Cyns mo BceMy, OH
O’KHJIaJ1 DTOM BCIIBIIIKK THEBa M ObLT K HEM roToB. JIucca BCKoUMIa ¢ 3eMJIM U B IPOCTH BO33pUIIACh
HA MapHS CBEPXY BHU3.

— MHe Ha10e710 BBICIYIIMBATH TBOM Open! — psiBKHYyNAa oHAa. — Sl yXOXKY.

Omna pa3BepHyJach U OBICTPO 3aIarajia mpoyb, He OTJIAAbIBasICH. Kutist OT ipocTH, OHA yX0o1uia
BCE JaJIbLIC U AaJbLIC OT JIarepsi B HEU3BECTHOM HaIlPAaBJICHUU.

UYepes kakoe-TO BpeMs €€ THEB HEMHOTO yJiercs, Ho Jlncca Bce 1uia v 1wia, pa3MbILUIss TENEPhb
O TOM, HaBCErJa JIM YXOAUT, M €CJIM HaBCerna, TO YBUAUT JHU oHa JleHu eie Korjaa-HUOY/b.
[ToMuHYTHO OHa TpHUCIYyIMBadach, 00sich, YTo J[eHM MOT MOCIEeAO0BaTh 3a HEM, 4TOOBI BEPHYTb,
OJTHAKO TMOKa Bce ObLIO TUXO. JIec BOKpYr CTaHOBUIJICS BCE TYIE M TEMHEE, U BCKope Menucca yxe
HE COMHEBAJIACh, YTO 3a0yauiaack. UTo K, cTano ObITh, yIIla HaBCEr/a. ..

TeM BpeMeHEM COBCEM CTEMHeENO, W Jlucca pemmna, 4TO UATHA Aaiblie MO HE3HAKOMOU
MECTHOCTH IJIYIIO M OMACHO — B TEMHOTE MOKHO 3aIlPOCTO CTOJKHYThCS C OXOTHHMKaMHu. OHa
Hallia IS HO4YJIera MBIIHBIE 3apOCiId KakKoro-to KyctapHuka. OHHM, KOHEYHO, ObLUIM HE TakK
yIOOHBI, KaK Ilajiaill, B KOTOPOM OHa *kuja ¢ J[eHu, HO Bce Jydlle, 4YeM crarb Ha jaepese. Jlucca
CBEpHYJIACh KaJauyWKOM MOJ T'yCTOW JINCTBOM M TOJIBKO TOIJA MOYYBCTBOBAJa, KAK CHJIBHO ycTaja.
OHa COMKHY/a BEKH U TYT k€ 3aCHYJA.

Menucce cHuiICS OECIOKOMHBIA COH, B KOTOPOM OHa Opoiuia MO KaKUM-TO TEMHBIM
kopuzopam u 3Bana Jlemu. Ho B oTBET OHa ciplmana Julb TUXUW, 3araJodHbii rojnoc CaiMoHa
bk neina: «A ooy mebsy.

Menuccy pa3Oymmyi  KakOM-TO HEBHATHBIM ImyM. OHa TOMHSJIA TOJIOBY OT 3EMIIH,
MPUCTYIIMBAsICh, U OMIAMAEIACh BOKPYL. bbUIO eme TeMHO, XoTs HeOO Haja TOJOBOU yXe CTajo
CHUHEBATBIM, IMOKa3bIBas MPUOIMKAIOIIMIICS PaCCBET.

Jlucca ocTOpOXXHO, YTOOBI HE IIYpIIATh BETKAMHM, MOAHSUIACH C 3€MJIM U OTOILIA OT KYycCTa.
CHoga npucnymanack. Tunmna. «Moowxem, nokazanocs?»



Ho Bapyr mym mosropuiics. Tenepp Menucca MOmIa COBEPHIEHHO TOYHO CKa3arb, YTO 3TO
3ByK YbUX-TO IIaroB. B TyIkoil THUIIMHE 3aKOJIIOBAHHOTO Jieca 3TOT IIyM ObUT OCOOEHHO XOPOIIO
CJIBILLIEH.

Jlucca npucnymanacs eme pas. lllaru He ObUTH OCTOPOKHBIMU, KPATYIIMMHUCS, a 3HAUUT, ITO
HE OXOTHHUK U SIBHO HE 3aTBOPHUK — 3TOT YEJIOBEK HU OT KOTO HE MPSYETCS U HUKOTO He uieT. Ho
OH 3]IeCh HE MPOCTO TAK, HABEPHAKA HE 3a0aBbl pajiu OH 3a0peJ1 B MIIyXyro Yally rnoja yrpo. U ceiuac
OH T/IE-TO PSJOM. ..

Menucca 3araniia JpIXaHHUE W OCTOPOXKHO NPONUIA Mapy METPOB BIEpeH. 3aTeM €I OAUH
Ia)KOK — Y OHA BHE3AITHO B KOTO-TO Bpe3anach. BCKPUKHYB CKOpEE OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH, YEM OT
CTpaxa, OHa MONBITAIIACH OTIPBITHYTh HA3aJ, HO YbM-TO PYKH CXBaTWJIU €€ U yIepKanu. Yenmosek
TaK KPemKo MpHKUMall ee K cede, 4TO OHa YTKHYJIACh JIMIIOM B €ro IIJIeYO.

— Jlenn?! — nucknyna Jlucca B 6e3yMHON Ha/eXK/I€, UYTO 3TO OH HAIle]l €€ U XOUeT BEPHYTH B
narepb. Ho OTBET 3acTaBUII €€ MOXOJOJETh OT yXkKaca.

— Mens 30ByT CailMOH.

JIucca 3amepna, He Bepsl CBOUM YIIIAM.

— He 6oiics. S He mpuuuHIO TeOe Bpena.

— Hy koHeuno! — BeIpBasioch Y Menunccel. OHa HE XOTella TOBOPHUTH ATOTO BCIIYX, HO (ppa3za
HEMPOU3BOJIbHO ciieTena ¢ ee Ty0. OneneHeHre MUTOM MPOIIDIO.

— TloBeps MHe, s HE clienar Tebe HUYero MI0Xoro.

OH HeMHOro ocinadbui xBarky, u Jlucca nogusa Ha Hero nia3a. OH ObUT BBIIIE POCTOM — €€
roJioBa €J1Ba JIocTaBajia eMy JI0 ToA00poaKa.

— Ilo-TBOEMY, OT TaKOr0 KaK Thl MOXKHO 0KHJIATh 4€Tr0-TO Xopoluiero?! — OypKHyIa oHa.

— XM... A TbI 3Haelb, KTO 5 TaKOW? — TOJIOC MPUHIA 3BYYasl YAUBICHHO, HO B €r0 TOHE
CKBO3UJIO SIBHOE€ TPUTBOPCTBO, CIOBHO HA CAaMOM JieJie OH ObUI YBEPEH, YTO €1 0 HEM M3BECTHO.

— 3Haro. be3 naTu MUHYT KOPOJIb 3TOr0 Y€pTOBA LapCTBa, — Menucca npearpruHsIIa HOBYIO
MOMBITKY BBIPBATHCS U3 €T0 XBATKHU, HO HE TYT-TO OBUIO: MPUHI] BCE €IIe KPETMKO ee JepKall.

— Hamo xe, — xmbIkHYT oH. — IlpencraBb cebe, s TOKe 3HaK0, KTO ThI Takas. Thl Menucca
Onpapux, Oeras 3arBopHHUIA. S Tak JA0ATO MCKa TeOs, sl JaKe MPOHUKAN B TBOU CHBI, U TEMEPh
Thl, HAKOHEII, I10aJIach!

Menucca cHOBa MOX0JI0/Ie)Ia. 3HAYUT, HECIIPOCTA OHA BCE BPEMSI CJIbIIIATIA BO CHE €ro TOJIoC. ..

— Ho ¢ yero ThI pemmiia, 4TO UMEHHO 5 — TNpUHL? Mayo JiM, CKOJbKHUX €IIe MYXYUH B
Halen ctpane 30ByT CaiMOHAMH.

— He 3Haro. [IpocTo B rosioBy npunuio. Kaxercs, 370 Ha3pIBaeTCsI HHTYULIUEN.

Jlucca cHOBa nepHynack, HO CailMOH TOJIBKO Kpemye CKajl PyKH y Hee Ha IJIeyax.

— Tr1 ogHa 3A€CH? — CHPOCHII OH, ONISIBIBASACH MO CTOPOHAM, CJIOBHO OXXHJAJ YBHJIETH
3aTBOPHUKOB, MPSIUYIIMXCA 3a JepeBbIMHU. Memnucca npomoiyana. [IpuHil BEICBOOOIUI OHY PYKY,
B3su1 JInccy 3a mopOopoaoK U MOTHSII i ToJIoBy. Terneps OHa CMOTpEJIa €My B Ila3a — YEpHBIE,
CJIOBHO 0€3/TOHHBIE KOJIOIIbI.

— Tak 161 O1HA?

CHoBa wmonuanue. Jlucca He coOupanach OTBe4arb — C KaKOMl CTard OHA JOJDKHA
pacckas3bIBaTh O CBOUX Jipy3bsix? Ho mpuHI OTBETHI 32 HEeE.

— Cyn4 o Bcemy, HeT. Thl Bellb Ha3Bajia MEHS IPYTUM UMEHEM. ..

Menucca yepThixHynach mpo ceds. Jla, oHa Mo IYNOCTH MOHAajAesuach, yTo JleHu penmi ee
BEPHYTb...

— Jlenn, — meieHHO Tpou3Hec NpuHIl. — KTo oH? TBOM IpyxkoK, elie OMuH Oerblii



3arBOpHUK? Wnun xe oH Bapiiok? Mbl HEJABHO PACKPBUIA WIAWKY BapJIOKOB, KOTOPBIE MOMOTAJIH
3aTBOPHHKAM, MpeacTaBisiens? Ho y HUX MOTIH oCTaThCs COOOIHUKH, BEIb TaK?

Memnucca orBena B3risia. CaiiMOH, MOX0XKe, Hayajl BBIXOAUTH U3 CeOsl.

— CHOBa MOIYHIIIB, — MPOTOBOPUII OH CEPJIUTO.

— Sl Hudero Tede He CKaxy, — THXO0, HO TBep0 MpousHecia Jlucca.

ITpuHI BEpHYI PYKY €11 HA IJI€YO.

— Xopoo. Tel nonaemb CO MHOM, — CKa3ajl OH TOHOM, HE TEPIALIMM BO3PAKEHUN.

— C kakoi ctaru?! — orpsHyIac Menucca, HO OH He oTBeTHJI. OH pe3Ko, C HEOKUTAHHOMN
JIETKOCTBIO, TIONHSJI €€ HAa PYKH, NEPEKUHY Yepe3 IUIEY0 M KyJa-TO MOoHec. JImcca u30 Bcex cuil
OpbIKaach M BhIPHIBAIACH, HO XBaTKa y MPHHIIA OblIa *KEJIE3HOM — OH CIIOBHO M HE YyBCTBOBAI €€
OTYASTHHOTO COMPOTHUBJIEHHS.

— Ilyctn mens! — B3BU3rHYNna Menncca u U30 BCEX CUJ yaapuia €ro JJOKTEM IO 3aThUIKY.

— C yma conmia?! — pazoznuiicst CaitMoH. — I Te0st cniacaro, TIyrnoe co3ianue!

OH cOpocunl JeByIIKY Ha 3emir0. Jlucca MeIIKOM yrhaja Ha CHUHY M TYT K€ cela,
MOMOPUMBIIMCH OT Oonv. OHa MONbITaTach MOMHSTHCA HAa HOTH, HO HE CMOIVIa U CO CTpaxoM
IMOCMOTpEIa CHU3Y BBEPX Ha MPHUHIA, HE B CHUJIAX XK€ OTHOJ3TH OT Hero nomaibiie. A CaiiMoH
TEM BPEMEHEM JIOCTAJNl U3 KapMaHa KaKOW-TO CBEPTOK M MPHUHSUICS €ro pa3BopaunBarh. OleneHeB
OT yxaca, Menucca Moa4a HaOIroa1a 3a ero JSHCTBUSMU U AyMmaja, 4YTo, HAaBEPHOE, HE CTOMJIO
€ro OuTh.

— Xoreln g ¢ TOOOH Mo-XOpoIleMy, HO Thl MEHsSI BbIHYIWJIA, — IPHUHII MoKadal rojoBoi. OH
MOMSIJI CBEPTOK B pyKax M BHE3alHO CyHYI Menucce mog Hoc. OT HEOXUJAaHHOCTH OHa PE3KO
BJIOXHYJIA Y 3aKalllIsUIach OT 3amaxa TpaB, UCXOAUBILETO OT CBEPTKA.

— YTO0 TBI... — OHa HE YCIleJa JOrOBOPUTH — TOJOBAa 3aKPYKHWJIACh, NEpel Ia3amu
MOTUJIBUIA Pa3HOIIBETHBIE TOUKH.
— UTo mpoucxomuT... — S3BIK ee yxe He caymaics. [lo Temy pasnuinachk ciabocTh, CTalo

TSDKEJIO YAEP>KUBATh TOJIOBY MpsIMO, 3axoTesiock cnark. [locinennuii pa3 B3mwisiHyB Ha CaliMOHa,
Jlucca mouyBcTBOBasla, Kak Ivia3a HauYMHAIOT ciaunarbcsa. CalMOH CHOBa MOJHSJ €€ M KyAa-TO
noHec. OHa 0OMSIKJIa y HETO Ha PyKax U MOoTepsiyia COZHAHUE.



I'maBa 11

Ounynace Menucca aHem. C TpyaoM pasjieluB BEKH, OHA TYT K€ 3aKMYpHJach: B Ivlasa
yaapui sSpkuil cBeT. Korma miaza NpUBBIKIA K CBETY, OHAa CMOIVIA, HAKOHEI, OIISICTHCS.
YBUEHHOE TTOBEPTJIO €€ B IIOK.

Jlucca nexana moja JErKkuM, Kak MYyIIMHKA, OACSJIOM Ha POCKOIIHONW HIMPOKOW KpPOBATHU C
HANOJIOBMHY 3aJICPHYTHIM IIOJIOTOM IIBETa Tiepe3peBiied BUIHU. OHa OTKHHYIAa OACSIO H
oOHapyXuJja, 4To OJIeTa B IIEIKOBYIO HOUHYIO COPOUYKY JUIMHOM A0 msT. Menucca cena B KpoBarH,
OTOABUHYJA MOJIOT U OTJISIACHACH.

CreHbl KOMHaThI OBLIM BBIKpAIIICHBI B 30JI0TOM IIBET M paclUCaHbl OpHaMeHTamMu. Ha BeICOKOM
MOTOJIKE KpacoBajlach M3AIIHAS JICMHWHA. B KOMHare ObUTO JBa OKHA; OMHO W3 HUX, JaJIbHEE OT
KpOBaTH, 3aKPBhIBAIM KpacHbIE MOPThephbl. Ha apyrom okHe MITOpHI OBUTA pa3aBUHYTHI, U 32 HUMH
BUJIHEJICSI YEPHBIM MTOJIOKOHHUK U TaKas )K€ YepHas OKOHHas pama.

Bo3sne kpoBaTu CTOsIM MpeieCTHBIC MATKUE AoMalHue Tydenbku. Jlucca cyHyna B HUX HOTH
u BcTaja. CaabocTh ellle He MpOoIiUia, HOTH JIPOXKalu, TOoJI0Ba KPYXKUJIach, HO Meucca penmTelIbHO
HAIPaBUJIACh K BBIXOY C TBEPJbIM HAMEPEHUEM HAWTHU TOTO, KTO MPUTAIMI €€ Cloa — MPUHIA
Caiimona.

Ona nogepraiia 1Bepb, HO Ta He noananack. He ycnena JIucca BO3MYTUTBCA MO MOBOAY TOTO,
YTO €€ 3allepJIid B 3TOW KOMHATE, KaK 3aMOK BHE3AITHO IIEJIKHYJ, U IBEPb MPUOTKPbLIACH. B Tpoeme
MOsIBUJIaCh 3HaKoMas (urypa.

— VY3Ke mpocHynach? — HErPOMKO TOMHTEPECOBAJICS MTPHUHII.

— Kak Bujuim, — orpeiHynachk JIncca. OHa OTBEpHYIACh OT HETO M YCEJIaCh HA KPOBATh,
MOJIOKUB HOTY Ha HOTY U CKPECTHUB PYKH.
— B yem peno? — ymuBumica CalimMmoH. — Thl 4eM-TO HENOBOJIbHA? DTO OAHA U3 CAMBIX

POCKOIIHBIX CIIAJIEH BO JBOPIIE.

— He Hy)xHa MHe TBOs criaybHs1, — OypkHyna Menucca. — BepHu meHs 00paTHO B Jiec.

— 3Ha4uT, ¢ TOOOH BCE )K€ KTO-TO OBbLI, — MpHIIypHUIcs mpuHIl. JIncca B3goxHyIa.

— TbI Bce paBHO OT MEHSI HUYETO HE JIOObEIIhCs, TaK 3aueM Jaepxarb MeHs 31ech? [1o3Boib
MHE BEPHYThCH.

— Hert yx, noporyma. Kak pa3 BOT 3Toro s caenarb He MOTy. 31e€Ch Thl B TOpa3a0 OoJIbIIeH
0€30I1acHOCTH, HEXeJIn Ha cBoOozae. M maxke HECMOTpPs Ha TO, YTO TBOU JAPY3bsl OCTAIUCh TaM, B
Jecy, 31ech Tede OyneT aydle.

JIncca BcknHyna rojoBy U ep3Ko nocmorpena CaiiMOHYy B riasa.

— Orkyna Tebe 3HaTh, IAe MHE OyaeT ydme?! DTo 3Hal0 TOJIBKO 5 ojHa!

— Ilpocto moBeppr MHE, — BO B3IISAC NpUHIA OBUIO HEYTO THITHOTHYECKOE,
3aBopaxkuBaronee. Ero mia3a OblTn Bce TAaKMMU K€ XOJIONHBIMU, KaK HOYBIO B JIECY, HO Ha 3TOT pa3
B CaMOM HX DIIYOMHE 3aTaujIoCh HEYTO MOX0Xee Ha... JyIly. Meircca BHUMATEJIbHO TTOCMOTpeia
Ha HETO, U YTO-TO BJPYT 3aCTAaBUJIO €€ TTOBEPUTH B €ro ciioBa. OHA caanach U MEAJICHHO KUBHYIIA.

— I wero s 3aech? Thl TOBOPUII, YTO UCKAJI MEHS. UETo Thl XOUEllb?

— ThI 3a1ae11b CIMIIIKOM MHOTO BOIIPOCOB. S HE MOTy ITOKa Ha HUX OTBETHUTb.

— Iloka?

— Bcemy cBoe Bpewms.

Jlucca cepauto HaxMypuiachk U orouvia K okHy. OTTyga OTKpBIBAJICSA BHUJ Ha JIBE T'PO3HbBIC
YyepHbIe OalHu, CoeMHEHHbIe CTeHOW. OHU BO3BBIIAIMCH HAJ MPAYHBIM 3aMKOM M YIUPAIUCH B



cepoe HeOO TO00HO TUTAHTCKUM TTHKaM.

— W uTo, s Bce Bpems Oymy 3amepTa 31ech? — MouHTepecoBanachk Jlncca HeOBOIBHO.

— PagymeeTcs, HeT. Thl MOXEIIb TYISTH IO 3aMKY, CKOJIBKO 3aX04elllb. A dKUTh OyJellb 3/1€Ch,
B 9TOM KOMHATE.

[TpuHL OTIIsAET CHANIBHIO.

— Tonpko AJ1s1 HAaUasia HAJo0 37ech HEeMHOTro npudparbes. S ckaxy Illapnorre, oHa 006 3TOM
1103a00TUTCS.

— IlMapnorTre? — Jlucca MIrHOBEHHO BCIIOMHHUJIA Pa3roBOP B 3€MJSIHKE, B KOTOPOM
YIIOMUHAJIOCh 3TO UMSI.

— D10 oxHa 13 MouX (pernrH. OHa OTBEUYaAET 3a MOPSIIOK B MOEM KphLIE 3aMKa.

— Bort kak? Xopoio ke Thl TYT YCTPOMJICS — HUKAKUX 3a00T.

— CMUpHCH € TeM, UTO TENepb U Thl 3[IeCh KUBElb. 1 y TeOs Toxke He OyneT 3a00T.

— 1 Benb maXke HE 3HAIO, UTO MHE YIPOXKAET. 3a UCKIIOYEHUEM OXOTHUKOB, pazymeeTcs. Thl U
ATOr0 MHE HE CKa)Kelb?

— Bcemy cBoe Bpems, — cTporo noropui CaiiMoH.

— Xopomo. Ho kak Thl 0OBSICHUIIL MO€ IOSBJICHUE CBOMM... — OHA 3allHy/lach, HE HaW
MOJIXOSIIETO CIIOBA.

— IpubnmxeHHbIM, — TTOMOT € MPUHIT. — Sl CKa)XXy UM, 4TO B3sUT HOBYIO (ppeiinHy.

— Sl gro, fomxHa Oyay Tebe nmpuciykuBaTh? — Bo3MyTUIIach Menucca.

[IpuHIl KOBapHO YABIOHYIICA.

— Tospko ecnu 3ax04elb.

— DTO elle KaK MOHUMATh?

— 3a0ynp. Trl He ToKHA OyJlenb MHE TPUCTYXUBaTh. OT TeOs1 TpeOyeTcs UILb UTPaTh CBOIO
poisib. B cBOOO/IHOE BpeMsi MOXKEIIIb JIeJIaTh, YTO XOU€lllb, HO CTapaics HEe MOMaJaTbCcsi HUKOMY Ha
r1a3a. A Korja Thl MHE TTOHAIOOUIIILCS, 51 Ipeaynpexy Te0s. M moMHM, 3TH Mepbl — JIJIsl TBOEH Ke
0€30MacHOCTH.

— Ho 4 Bce paBHO B onmacHocTH, — BO3pasuia Jlucca. —  denoBek, HAXOMAIMUCS B 3aMKE,
KUIIAILEM JEMOHAMHU, OJUH U3 KOTOPBIX CEMYac CTOMT B MOEH crajibHe!

— YeioBek, — 4YBaHJIMWBO MoMopumics npuHil. — Kak rpy0o 3Byuut. HeT, Tl Oosbllie He
Oy/ellb YeJIOBEKOM.

OH noTep pyKH, CIOBHO a3apTHBIN UTPOK, TOTOBBIN C/I€JIaTh OUEPEIHYIO CTaBKY.

— UYto THI X04elb 3TUM cKazarh? — Menuncca B ucnyre oTnpsinyiaa. Heyxenu oH xodeT
MPEBPATUTH €€ B BaMnupa?

— 4 3amackupyro Te0s Mo BEAbMY.

— O10 Kak? Belkpaculllb MHE BOJIOCHI B KPACHBIN LIBET?

— V¥ 1e04 cTpaHHbIE TPEJCTABIEHUS O BEIbMaX, — YCMEXHYJICS PUHII.

— Boo011ie-To 51 HE UMEI 0 HUX HUKAKOTO MPEJICTaBICHUS, — MoKaja IJIeuaMu JIeByIKa. —
3a4eM MHE 3TO HYXHO?

— A 3areM, 4TO 4yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpPEMs Thl CTaHEWb BeAbMOW. IlycTh M HE HacTOsAIIEH, HO
BCE XK€...

OH o0o1es ee Kpyrom.

— OT10 Oymer HecloXHO. Y BCEeX BEJAbM M KOJAYHOB €CTh 0co0asi METKa, KOTOpasi BHEIIHE
OTJIMYAET UX OT BAMIIMPOB U BAPJIOKOB, a TNIABHOE — OT JIFOJEH.

— W 4aro xe 310 3a MeTKa?

— Kax 011 HOBOPOXJACHHOM BEJIbME CTaBAT Ha JIEBOM 3aIlSICThe YEPHOE MAarm4eckoe KIeumo.



VY Bcex BEbM OHO OJMHAKOBOE.

— Th1 Xouemb MeHS KIEHMUTh? — OKpymiuia miaza Menucca. — YepT BO3bMH, S HE
coOUparOCh BCIO KU3Hb XOJUTh C BEIbMHUHCKUM 3HAKOM Ha pyke!

ITpun1 paccMmesics.

— He 0Ootics, 3T0 Benp OyneT He mo-HacrtosmeMy. Kieiimo OyneT HapuCcOBaHO CIIEIIMAIbHOM
HeCMbIBaeMOM Kpackoil. Ex0 Mbl 0OBIMHO TTOMEYAaeM HAIMX JIOMIAJel — B KauecTBE 3allUThl OT
KOHOKpaJ0oB. MeueHylo Jionmap, a TeM 00Jiee C KOPOJEBCKUM 3HAKOM, MPOJIaTh HEBO3MOXKHO. A
€lIe 3TOM KPAaCKOW PUCYETCS 3HAK Ha pyKaxX TE€X, KOro s MPUHUMAK0 B CBOE€ OKPYKEHHE, TO €CTbh,
MoUX puOInmxkeHHbIX. KoposneBa nenaeT To4HO Tak ke. Takum 3HAKOM MPUAETCS 003aBECTUCH U
Tele.

— flcHo. MeHs TOMETAT KaK 3JIUMTHYIO JO1Ialb, — IIpoBOopyana Jlucca.

— Wnu xak 3JIMTHOTO IeMOHA, — ycMexHyscs CaiMOH.

— Ilnesars. 4 cornacha.

— PasBe s npemyaran tedbe BIOOP? — ryObl MPUHIIA UCKPUBUIIUCH B HEIPUATHON YXMBLIKE.
JIucca He cTana ¢ HUM CIIOPUT.

— Ho npex e yeM Thl HaYHENb TPOLEAYPY MEPEBOIIIONICHUS, TO3BOJIb MHE TTPUBECTHU CEOS B
MOPSIA0K, — morpocuiia oHa. CaiilMOH OLIEHMBAIONIE OTJISICH €€.

— Ilo-Moemy, B 9TOM HET HEOOXOIUMOCTH.

— Ilpekpatu! — ormaxnynacek Menucca, mpeacTaBuB ce0si CO CTOPOHBIL.

— JlagHo, moiineM. S mokaxy TeOe TBOIO BaHHYIO KOMHATY.

JIBeph clayibHU BBIXOJWJIA B HEOOJBINON KBajaparHbii xoil. Cro/a K€ BBIXOAWJIM €Ie JIBE
JIBEpU — OJIHA CIIpaBa, JIpyras — HampoTUB BXoAa B cnayibHIO. CieBa ObUla HEOOJbINAS apKa C
KPacCHUBBIM y30POM HaBEpXY.

— I'me MbI? — crnipocuna Menucca, onisiabIBasiCh Mo cropoHaM. Ha cTeHax, BhIKpallleHHBIX B
CEpO-CHUHUM LBET, BUCEIIN HESIPKUE JIAMITBL, OCBEIIABIIME XOJII.

— B mMoeM kpbuie 3aMKa, — OTO3BaJICS MIPUHII, 3aKpbIBasi 32 COO0N ABEph CiayibHU. — TBOUM
MOKOM HaxXomsATcs B OallHe, a d3Ta apKa BEJET K JIECTHHUIIEC, MO KOTOPOH MOXKHO CITYCTHUTHCA B
TOCTEBBIE 3AJIbI WJIM MOJIHSTHCS B APYrYIO OAIIHIO, TJE KUBY 5.

OH pacrniaxHya Tnepea HEW JIBEph HAaNmpOTHUB M 3aXKer CBeT. Menucca 3anuia B KOMHATy H
3amepJia Ha opore, He Beps CBOUM IJIa3aM.

Bannas koMHara oka3zanach MOJHOCTBIO BBUIOKEHAa 4YEpHBIM MpamopoM. llocepeaune
KOMHAThl pacrnoJyiarajicss OOJIbIION KBaJpaTHbII OacceiH ¢ KaMEHHbIMU OOpTHKaMU U
paccTaBiIC€HHBIMU HA HUX MPO3PAYHBIMU CTEKJISHHBIMUA OAHOYKaMH, B KOTOPBIX, CY/IS IO HapsIIEMy
B MIOMEIIEHUM BETOYHOMY apoMary, ObUIM pa3HbIe IMIAMITYHU U MPOYHME CPEACTBA IS yXona 3a
coboii. JIucca onryTuia kxrydee kelaHue MOCKOpee 3anphirHyTh B 0acceilH U BBUITUTH Ha ce0sl Kak
MHHHAMYM TOJIOBUHY 3TUX AYIIMCTHIX CpeacTB. C TPyIOM OTOTHAB MBICIIH O XOPOILEH MOYaIKe, OHa
MpoIIIach MO KOMHATE, 30eras CMOTPETh B OFPOMHOE 3€pKajio Ha CTEHE.

— Ilolinem, g nokaxy Tede elle 0JJHO MECTEUKO.

CalilMOH BBIBEN JEBYNIKY M3 BaHHOW KOMHAarbl M ITOATOJKHYI K TPETHEN BBIXOAMBLIEH B
KOPUJOpUYUK JBepU. Bolijis B ManeHbKYI0 KOMHATYIIKY, JIncca obomiiena eme 0oJibllie, YeM TMpHU
BUJie BaHHOW. KoMHara BbIIsiZiENa Kak TpuUMEpKa Kakol-HUOyap 3Be3nbl. [lo mepumerpy
HaXOWJINCh CTEHHbIE MIKa(bl C 3€pKaTbHBIMU JABEPSIMHU, HANPOTHUB BXOJAa — TPEIbIK C
MHO>KE€CTBOM SIIIIMKOB, & B YIIIy KOMHAThl HEYTO BpPOJe MaHEKeHa 0e3 TOJIOBBI U C IIECTOM BMECTO
HOT.

— D10 TBOs rapaepooOHas. B mkadax Tel Halmempb Bce, YTO TeOE MOHAIOOUTCS: OHEXKIY,



00yBb, Oesbe. BOT B 3TUX sAlIMKax — KOCMETHKA.

— Tlompobyro pazoOparbcsi, — ckaszana Jlucca, meITasiCh MEpPeBaApUTh YIUBUTEIbHBIN (HaKT,
YTO TENEPh y HEE €CTh CBOS TapJiepoOHasi. — 3a TO BpeMsi, YTO S 3/I€Ch, sI COBEPILICHHO OTBBIKJIA OT
MAaKHSKa U HApSIOB.

— Ilpugercss 3aHOBO TPUBBIKATh, — OTO3BAJICS NPUHIl. — ThI JOJKHA COOTBETCTBOBATH
CBOEMY HOBOMY ITOJIOKEHHUIO.

OHHM BIBOEM BBIIUIN B KOPUIOP.

— S octaBmo Te0s OIHY HA HEKOTOpoe Bpemsi, — CalilMOH CTPSAXHYJ HEBUJIUMYIO MBUIUHKY
CO CBOEro kam3oJia. — Jlema K ayT.

OH pa3BepHyIICs U, HE CKa3aB OOJbIlle HU CIIOBa, CKPBUICS B apke. Menucca 3arnia o0paTHo B
KOMHAarky c¢ 3epkajiamu. CaliMOH HE€ TOoracuil CBET, W JEBYIIKa CTaja pa3msdblBarb CBOE
OTpaXXEHHUE B 3€pKaJe.

— Hy u MoHCTp, — XMBIKHYIa OHA. Buj y Hee ObLI, MATKO TOBOpPs, HEBaxHBbINH. Bosochl,
CTOJIBKO BPEMEHHM HEYECAHBIC, BBIISAEIN OTBPATUTEIBLHO — TPSA3HBIC, CIIYTAaHHBIC, OHA TOpYaIu
BO BCE CTOPOHBI KOJTYHAMMU; JIMIIO BCE B TPSI3HBIX Pa3BOJax, I'yObl MOTPECKAIUCh, HOTTH Ha pyKax
obnmomansl. KpoMe TOro, oHa cTpalmo ucxyaaia, €€ JUI0 CTalo MOXOIUTh Ha OOTSHYTHIN OieaHOoMI
KOXEH yeperl.

— IIpocTo yxac, — ObIT OKOHYATETBHBIN BepauKT. — [lopa 3aHAThCs cOO0M, pa3 yx Bblana
MHE TakKas CY4acTIMUBas BO3MOKHOCTb.

OnHa oTkpbUta Onmmkalmmili mkad u oOHapyxwia Tam HuxkHee Oenbe. [lepBbiM, uTo Jlucce
BBITAIIMJIA, ObUT JUTMHHBIN IIEJIKOBBIM XajJaT TEMHO-CUHETO I1BETA.

— Kakas kpacora!

Xautar ObUT paclUT 30JI0TBIMU 3B€3/1aMH U MecsiaMu. JIucca npumepuna ero. Okazanock, 4Ta
OH MPUXONUTCA €il Bopy. YUepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMsI OHA YK€ HAIOIHsJIa Topsiuel BoJoil OacceiiH B
BAHHOW M OTKYIOPHUBAJIA MY3bIPbKHU C apOMATHBIMU KHUIAKOCTSIMHU.

Menucca mpoOblia B BAHHON OY€Hb JIOJITO, TIIATEIEHO CMBIBAsi C CE0sI CJIeIbl 3aTBOPHUYECKOM
KU3HU. BriepBeie 3a moiroe Bpems oHa cMOIVIa Kak cieayeT pacciadutbes. OTapixas B Oacceline,
OHa JlyMaJia 0 co3jaBiemMcs nonoxkennu. OHa OpicTpo yOenuna camy celst B ToM, yTo CaiiMOH He
cobupaeTcsi ee yOmBaTh, W peIMsia, YTO IIYNO OyldeT MbITaThcsd cOeXarh OT TOW BOJIBIOTHOMU
AKU3HU, KOTOPYIO OH €M MpejyiaracT, U BO3BPALIATHCS K KAJIKOMY U TOJOIHOMY CYIIECTBOBAHUIO
3aTBOpHHUIIBL. KpoMe TOro, el 0ueHb XOTeJIOCh BBIICHUTH, 3a4EM MOJIOJIOMY MPUHITY TOHA00MIOCH
MOXUINATH €€ U3 BHEIIHETO MUPA, U OTKY/Ia OH BOOOIIE O HEW y3Hal.

[Tocne KymaHwus, 3aKyTaBIIMCh B MATKOE MOJOTEHIE, JIncca pemmia HaUTH B CIIAIbHE CBOKO
CTApYI0 OJEkKJYy Y MOCTUPATh: €€ HE NMOKUJAJIO OLIYIICHUE, YTO CTApbI€ BEIIM BCE JKE MOTYT €Il
IIPUTOJIATHCS, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OT KU3HH B JIECY UM KPEIKO JOCTAIIOCH.

N3opBaHHbIE JKUHCHI, OCHOBATEIBHO MOTPENaHHas, MoXoXas Ha TPANKY Qyroosika U Oenbe
HAIIUTHCh B CMIAJIbHE HA KPECJIE, aKKYPAaTHO CIIOKEHHBIE CTONKOM Ha cujieHbe. [loa kpecioM cTosu
KpOCCOBKHU. JIucca Opocuiia Bce 3TO B OacceiiH, Ieapo Mnojuiia MeHou AJisi BAHH W HamnpaBuJiach B
rapIepoOHYI0 U3y4aTh npunaceHHbie Ajisi Hee CalitMOHOM Haps/IbI.

OTkpbIB mIKad, IEBYIIKA OCTAHOBUJIACH B 3aMEMIATEILCTBE. TaM BHCEIO MHOXECTBO ILIATHEB,
BCE OHU ObUTM HEMPUBBIYHO JTMHHBIMU, OUCHh HEOOBIYHBIMHU U TAKUMH KPACUBBIMH, YTO IJ1a3a TaK
U paszberamucb. MoxkeT ObITh, HaIETh BOT 3TO, YEPHOE C BBIIIMTHIM 30JIOTOH HHUTBIO Y30POM U
NBIIHOW 100KOW? WMinm 3TO, KpOBaBOro IBETa, C BBHICOKUM BopoTtoM? Ilocie monarux pasmymuii
Jlucca ocraHOBMIACh HA 30JIOTUCTOM IUJIaTh€ C JUIMHHBIMHA Y3KUMHM pyKaBaMH, HHU3KHM
TPEYroJIbHBIM JICKOJIETE M 4YepHOW OJIECTAIIe OKaHTOBKOW Ha MaHXeTaX. BeITanmp mjaree U3



mkada, Menrcca oOHapyXkuiaa, 4TO OHO JOBOJBHO-TakH Tspkenoe. OHa OCTOPOYKHO MOMBITANIACH
HaJIeTh CJIOKHBIA HapsiJi HAa MAaHEKEH, BHUMATEIbHO OCMAaTpUBas IIHYPOBKY Ha KOpPCETE U
KpPOIIEYHbIE KPIOUOYKHU-3ACTEKKH. 3aTeM, OTCTYIIMB Ha 1Al Ha3aJ, OCMOTpEIa pe3ylIbTaT CBOETO
Tpy/la U YIOBIETBOPEHHO KHBHYJIA.

% %k ok

Pa3BecuB crTapbie MCTpENaHHBIE BEIM Ha CYIMJKE Uil mosioteHel, JIucca BepHynach B
rapIcpoOHYI0 M OTKpbUIA SIMKU Tpeibsika. BMeCTO MNPUBBIUHBIX IJa3y SIPKUX TIOOMKOB U
KOpOOOUEK TaM OKa3ajuCh JOBOJIbHO CTPAaHHBIE BEIIMIIbl, HHCKOJIBKO HE I[IOX0XHE Ha
COBPEMEHHYIO KOCMETHKY, HO Jlucca ObIcTpo pa3zoOpanach, 4eM MU KakK IMOJb30BaThCcsl. A BOT C
TPOMO3JIKUM TIJIaTheM MPUIINIOCh MOBO3UTHCS: HAAETh €ro Ha ce0s 0Ka3aloCh ropas3fo CIOXKHEE,
YeM Ha MAHEKEH.

— Tenepp s NoHMMAO, MOYEMY B KUHO KOPOJIEB U MPUHIIECC BCETAA ONCBAIOT CIy)KaHKU! —
nponbixrena Jiucca, u3BopaunBasCh, 4TOOBI 3aBsSI3aTh CIOKHYIO IIIHYPOBKY Ha CITUHE.

CoBepilieHHO BBIOMBIIMCH U3 CUJI, HO BCE YK€ HAJIEB IUIaThe, Memucca npouuviach Mo KOMHare,
MOCMOTpeEJIa Ha ce0si B 3€pKaJIo U yBHUJEJIA B HEM HACTOsAIIyI0 NpuHIeccy. [lnarse el oueHs 1o,
HO B HEM ObLIO HEY/I00HO, TECHO U HEMPUBBIYHO.

TyT 3a IBEPHIO MOCHBILAICA 3HAKOMBIN T'OJIOC.

— Menmucca, ThI 31€Ch?

JleBylllka OTKpbUIa JBEPh U HOC K HOCY CTOJNIKHYIachk ¢ Calimonom. Ilpu Buae Jluccsl mpuHn
obomien. OH cMOTpesl Ha HEe C BOCXUILEHUEM U YIWBICHHEM OJHOBPEMEHHO, HO MOTOM PE3KO
MOCEPHE3HEII.

— ThI XOPOIIIO BBITJISIUIII, HO ThI JOMYCTHUIIA OIIMOKY.

JIucca Haxmypuiace.

— Brpouem, 310 s BUHOBAT, 3a0bL1 Cpa3y TeOE CKa3aTh.

[TpuHIL 3a11e1 B KOMHATY.

— Takne nnaresi NOOXOASAT TOJIBKO Il MPUEMOB M TopxecTB. IIpocTas moBcegHeBHas
OZI’K/1a BBINVISIIUT HECKOJIbKO MHadye, — CallMOH MooYepeHO OTKPBUI JBEpU BceX MKadoB U B
MOCJIETHEM Hallle]l TO, YTO HY)KHO. — BoT, 311€ch.

— A 4eM OHM OTJIMYarTCs? — HEJOYMEHHO MOMHTEPECOBAIACH JIeByIlKa. — Ha Mol B3mIs,
OJIHO U TO %K€.

— OTU MeEHee HapsaHble, — noAcHWI npuHu. — [lomarato, ecim Tbl XOPOIIEHBKO
paccMOTpHIIb UX BCE, Thl cCaMa NMOKMMEIlb Pa3HULLY.
— MHe npsmo cenyac mnepeomerbca? — xmypo cnpocwia Jlucca. CalMOH KHUBHYI H

TaKTHYHO BBIIIENI 3a JBeph. Memmcca yxe 0e3 BCIKOrO HWHTepeca Oomisiiaena psa IJIaThbeB U
BHITAIIMJIa HayraJ M3YMPYIHOE C YepHbIM y3opoM. HaneB ero, oHa yOeauiach: OHO U BIIpaBIy
BBIIVISIIAT MEHEE IMKAPHBIM, 4eM npeapiayiee. K ToMmy ke, BIe3Th B HEN0 0Ka3alioCh Ky/1a Mpouie.

— Bor, npyroe neno, — yaoBieTBOpeHHO 3ameTuinl CalimMoH, korja Jlucca BbIllDIa K HEMY. —
Mornonen, JIMHHBIA pyKaB ceifyac OyneT KctaTu. A Temnepb noijeMm co MHou. bynem nenars u3
T€OsI BEAbMY.

OH noBe €e BHU3 IO BUHTOBOM JIECTHUIIE U BBIBEJ B TEMHBIA KOPHUIOP.

— Benu ce0st THX0, — Ha BCAKUM CITyYail Ipeayrnpe il OH.

Kopunop BeiBen npunHia m JInccy B TYCKJIO OCBEIICHHYK) MAaJCHBKYIO 3ajy, U3 KOTOPOM B
pa3Hble CTOPOHBI BEJNM eIe JBa Kopuaopa. OIuH W3 HUX, INIMPOKUH, OBLI OCBEIICH SPKUMHU
namnamMu. CaiMOH 3arvIsiHY/I B 3TOT KOPHUIAOpP U OBICTPO 3arammia Meiauccy B MPOTUBOMOIOKHBIN
— Y3KUU, TEMHBIM U MPAyHbIN.



— bricTpee, — OH B3sT CBOIO MOMOINEUHYIO 32 PYKy U mpuycTii o6erom. Jlucca obparmna
BHUMaHUe, yTo Ha pyKy CailMOHa, 3a KOTOPYIO OHA JAEPKUTCS, HajieTa OapxaTHas mepyarka.

Kopunop, kazanocek, Hukorna He koHuutcsi. OHU Bce Oexanu u Oexanu 1mo Hemy, u Jlucca
MOCTENEHHO BhIOMBaach U3 CHJ. Eil 3TO KMBO HAaNOMHUJIO KapTUHY U3 HEJABHETO MPOIIUIOTO,
Koraa oHu ¢ JleHu HOubIO yOeranu uepes Jiec Mpoyb OT pa3pylIeHHOW 3eMIISHKU. boiiblile HUYero
OHa BCIIOMHUTH He ycriena — CalilMOH BHE3aIlTHO CBEPHYJ HampaBo, U JIncca enBa He moJseTena ¢
JIECTHUILIBL, K KOTOPOM TpUBENI UX TeMHBIM Kopuaop. CTynmeHW 3aKOHUMWIIMCh Y HEOOJbIION
IJTOIMIAZIKY, HA KOTOPYIO BBIXOAMIIA BCETO OJHA ABepb. Hax Hel roperna Tyckiias ramia.

— M&1 Ha MmecTe, — coobum CaiiMOH U TP pa3a CTYKHYI KylTaKoM B JIBEPb.

— MopeHna, 3TO s, — TUXOHBKO CKa3aJl OH, U JABEPH TYT kK€ NMpUOTBOpUIack. — llpusen k

TeOe CBOIO OyIyIIyro (hpeHInHYy.



I'maBa 12

JIBepb OTKphLIaCh 0 KoHIla, u CaliMoH mOoTAHYT Menuccy 3a coboit BHyTps. OHU OYYTHUIIUCH
B KPOXOTHOM CyMpauHOW KOMHATYIIKE C HU3KUM MOTOJKOM. OKHO OBUIO 3aHaBEIIEHO TEMHOM
TKaHbIO, a Ha CTOJIE TOPEJA BCEr0 OJIHA CBE€YA B YPOUIMBOM IOJICBEYHUKE B BUJIE KOITUCTOM JIAIIBL.

3a criuHOM Menucchl XJIONHYy/Ia JABEph U MIETKHYT 3aMOK. JIucca obepHynack. Bo3ie npepu
CTOsJIa HEBBICOKASI NIMHHOBOJIOCAS JEBYIIKA B CEPOM IJIAThE.

— IlpucaxupaiiTech, — JEBYIIKa yKa3ajia rOCTsIM Ha cTyinbs. CaliMmoH u Menucca cenn 3a
cTton. JleBymka, BOycTHBIIAs WX, YCEJIAChb HANPOTHB W 3aKWHYIa HOry Ha Hory. Jlucca c
JIO0OTBITCTBOM paccMaTpuBalia X03SMKy KaMopku. BHemHe oHa ObUia JOBOJIBRHO MUJIA: MTYIIMCTHIC
PECHUIIBI, CIETKA B3IEPHYTHI MaJICHbKUN HOCUK, aKKypaTHbBIE MyXJIbIe T'yObI; OJIeCTSIIE TPsMbIe
BOJIOCHI KpacWMBOIO TMIIEHWYHOro IBeTa Majanu Ha Xxpynkue miedd. Ho Bo Bcem ee oOpasze
YyBCTBOBaJach HEKOTOpas IIMHUYHOCTb, a B3IV MPUILYPEHHBIX CEpPBhIX INa3 ObUT JKECTKUM U
IETTKUM, U OT 3TOro B3rjsaa Jlucce crano He 1o ceoe.

— Ot10 Mopena, — npeacrasun ee CatMoH. — OHa MO JIeKapKa, MOM JPyr ¥ MOMOIIHHIA.
MopeHa, 370...

— Menucca, — kuBHyna Mopena. — MBI y:Ke BCTPEYAIUCh.

— D70 OHa mepeojena Teds B IeHbI0Ap, MOKa ThI OblIa 0€3 co3HaHus, — MoscHUI CaiiMOH B
OTBET HAa HEJJOYMEHHBIN B3TJIs1 JIMCCHL

— 4l Bce eme He cuMTar 34paBOM TBOKO MICK0 BBIIATh YEJIOBEKA 3a BEIbMY, — CKaszaja
MopeHna, cinoxuB pyku Ha rpyau. CallMOH HEI0BOJIbBHO CKPUBHUJI T'YOBI.

— A 4TO THI UMECIIL TPOTHUB JIIOICH? — He yAepxkanack Menucca. JIekapka yCMeXHYIach.

— SI — nudero. S cama MoOYTH YEJIOBEK. 3aTO BCEM OCTaJbHBIM OOUTATENSIM 3aMKa SIBHO HE
MPUJIETCS IO AYIIE TO, YTO MPUHIL IEPKHUT Y CEOS JTIOJICKYIO J0Yb.

— MmHue Bce paBHO, — otpe3an CalimMOH. — DTO He HWX neno. Ecim Thl caenaenb Bee
MPABUJIBHO, HUKTO W HE Y3HAET, UTO OHA YEJIOBEK!

MopeHa co B30XOM ITOKaydaia TOJI0BOM.

— BbI HencnpaBUMBI, Ballle BEICOYECTBO.

— Ot0 ThI HeucnpaBuma. [leccumucrka.

— S peanuctka, — Opocuiia Mopena. — Xopoiio, Kak ckaxemb. S Bce caematro. Ho He
YIUBIISACS, €CJIM YTO-TO PAHO WJIM MO3HO MOUAET HE TaK.

OHna mocTtaBuia Ha CTOJI €IIE JBE KOTTUCTBIX JIAllbl CO CBEYaMHM W NPHUHSJIACH 3aMEIIMBAaTh
KTyde-4epHYIO KpacKy B HEOOJIBIIION KepaMUYECKOW Muaie. 3amnax y Kpacku Obul cienupuuecKkuit
Y JOBOJIBHO HENMPUATHBIN. JIncca HeBOIbHO cMopuiia Hoc. [Ipogomkas noMemmBars 1€pEeBIHHON
MaJIOYKON JKUAKOCTh B Muaje, MopeHa jocTaja W3 SIMKa CTOJIa HEOOJBIIOW JIMCTOK OyMaru c
AKKypaTHbIM YE€pPHBIM PUCYHKOM B BHUJE CJIO0KHOIO MEPEILUIETEHUs HECKOJIBKUX [IBETKOB U KaKOIO-
TO HEMOHSTHOTO CHMBOJIa B MECTE, Ile MX CTEOJM MEepeceKaquch. 3aKOHYMB MPUTOTOBICHUE
KpacKHu, JICKapKa B3sU1aCh 32 KUCTOUKY.

CaliMOH BHUMAaTEIbLHO HAOJIOA 3a TPOUCXOSAIIMM, IEPUOIUYECKH UCKOca TOMIsAbIBasl Ha
Jluccy. Ta cupena CiOKOMHO, BIIEPUBIIMCH B3IIAJIOM B CBOE JIEBOE 3aIIICTHE, IZI€ CTApAHUIMHU
MopeHsbl yke Hadall MOSIBIATHCA PUCYHOK.

D10 OBUIO HEBBIHOCUMO CKYYHO — CHJETh U CMOTPETh, KaK JIEKapKa aKKypaTHO BOIUT
KUCTOYKOU 1O pykKe. JIucca Bckope ycTana CUIETh B OMHOM IOJIOKEHUH, BCE TEJIO 3aTE€KJIO U HBUIO
OT HEHOABUKHOCTH.



Mopena crenana mociuegHUM ITPUX KUCTOYKOM WM YIOBIECTBOPEHHO IMOCMOTPENA HA CBOKO
pabory.

— Kak nacrosnmii, — 3ametui CaiitMoH. — He oTanunTh.

— A TbBI COMHEBaJCA? — CaMOIOBOJBHO YCMEXHYIach MopeHa, OTKYyNOopuBas KaKyr-TO
Oyrbutouky. OHa OOMJIBHO CMOYMJIA YUCTYIO TPSIMHUIY B PacTBOpPE U3 IMYy3bIpbKa M aKKypaTHO
MIpOBEJIa IO PUCYHKY Ha pyke JIUCCHL.

— YTtoO0BI Kpacka Jydllie BOUTANaCh U JiepxKajlach J0JbIlE, — IMOSICHUIIA OHAa. — BOT, Teneps
rOTOBO.

— KpacuBo, — onenuna Menuncca. — Ho ere CTOJIbKO K€ CUIETh 1 HE BBIICPXKY!

— Ha BTOpO# yilgeT MeHblle BpeMeHH, — yremmia ee MopeHna. — JlaBaii Crozia Ipyryro pyKy.

JIucca nosoxuiia Ha CTOJ MPABYIO PYKY, U JIEKapKa CHOBA MPUHSUIACh 3a Aeno. Ha 3Tor pa3
OHa CPHCOBBIBAJIA HE C JIMCTKA, a MOIISAAbIBANa Ha ThUIbHYIO CTOPOHY CBOEH JIaJJOHU, YKPAILEHHYIO
y30poM. Bckope ObUl TOTOB M BTOpPOM pUCYHOK. JIekapka TOYHO Tak K€ MpoTepia €ro, 4ToObl
3aKpENUTh, U MPUHSIACH PA3MUHATH CBOM TOHKUE MaJIbIIbL.

— Bce rotoBo. Moxete uaru. Toapko npeaynpexaat, OyJb OCTOpOXKHEE co 3HaKaMu. Eciu
XOTh OJIMH W3 HUX Pa3Ma)xeTcsi, U KTO-HUOYIb 3TO 3aMeTHUT, TeOsi pazobiauar. [losTomy mnepBbie
JBa JHSI CTapaiicsi UX HE Tporarb, U OCOOEHHO HE MO4YUTh. [IpocToil BOMONl WX, KOHEYHO, HE
CMOE€IIIb, HO IMIOKA OHU €11 HE 3aKPENUIINCH, JIYUIle IEPECTPAXOBATHCS.

Menucca kuBHyna. CaiilMOH BCTall.

— Wnem, — cka3zan oH, B3sB JIuccy 3a nokots. Ta Toxke Bcrana. MopeHa mpoBoauiia UX A0
JIBEPHU.

— Cmnacu6o Tebe, MopeHna, — noOiarogapuil ee NpuHI, OTKPbIBasl 1BEPh. — Tbl OUEHb HaM
MMOMOTYJIA.

Jlexapka cyxo kuBHyJa. CaiilMOH BBIIIET 32 ABEPb.

— Menncca, 3aaepKUCh HEHANOJIT0, — IpOLIeNTalIa TUXOHBKO MopeHa, npuaepxas Jluccy
3a pyKaB IL1aThs. JleByllKka ITOBEPHYJIACH K JIEKapKeE.

— Yro Takoe?

Mopena nmocMoTpelia eu B 1J1asa.

— byib 0CTOpOKHA, — THXO CKa3ayia oHa. JIucca HEJOYMEHHO HaXMypHUJIIaCh.

— O yeM ThI?

— O Caiimone. OH KpaliHE HaCTOMYMB M HE TEPIUT OTKa30B. Ocreperaiicsa ero. Thl maxe He
MPEICTABIISIENIb, KaK TAJICKO OH MOET 3alTH paJu JOCTUXKEHUS CBOCH LIENH.

— Menucca, B uem nieno? — CaliMOH 3amisHYJ B KaMOpKY U B3sut Jluccy 3a nokots. — Ham
HY)KHO YXOJHTB!

— VYxe uny, — Menucca, naxxe He o0epHyBIIMCh, HAa MopeHy, BbIIIIIa U 3aTBOpHUIIA 32 COOOM
neepb. OHa Tak M HE MOHsJIA, YTO MMEHHO MMeENa B BHJY JIEKapKa, HO PEIIMJIa MOJIyYIle
MIPUCMOTPETHCS K PUHILY.

CalimoH BHOBB noBeJI JIuccy mo y3komy TeMHOMY KOpu10py. OHM 1M B MOJTHOM MOJIYaHUH,
Moka, HakoHel,, CalilMOH HE CIIPOCHIL:

— UYrto oHa Tebe ckazana?

Jlucca nmomomyana, 00/ lyMbIBasi OTBET.

— Mosxemb He oTBedaTh. B mo0oM ciydae, He puHUMaK Bcephe3. MopeHa mecCUMUCTUYHA
Y CTpalHo BopuwinBa. OHAa BO BCEM BUIUT JIUIIb XYAIIYIO CTOPOHY.

Menucca Moiua KuBHYJIa — cKopee cama cede, uem emy. Kro Ob1 Tam HU Oblia Mopena —
MECCUMHUCTKA WJIA PEAINCTKA, HO B UeM-TO OHa Bce ke mnpasa. [lycte CallMOH MoKa HE MOKa3bIBAI



ce0si C caMOM TJIOXOW CTOPOHBI, OHAKO OH yXe JOOUJICA cpa3y HECKOIbKUX CBOUX IEJIeH: TTOCETUII
Menuccy B pendyn-xosie, BeIAAN €€ 3a BEAMY U CJIean CBOe (ppeilnHoM.
«Ymo aic, nocmompum, umo 6yoem oanvuie.

% %k ok

— Ornpasisiica criatb, — Benen CaiiMOH, Korja OHM 0e3 MPOUCIIECTBUN J00paiuch 0
MenvccruHoM KOMHATBL. — 3aBTpa y HAC MHOTO JE.

Jlucca xoTena MOWHTEPECOBATHCA, YTO 3a Jejia, HO HE Yyclena — JABEPh B €€ KOMHAary
OTBOPHWJIACH, U OTTYJA BHIIUIA JICBYIIKA.

— Bame BbicouecTBO, — OHa TpuceNia B peBepaHce u oOparuia Ha CaliMOHa 3araJouHbIN
B30p U3-TIOJ TYCTBIX JJIMHHBIX PECHULI.

— Illapnorra, — nuno CaiiMOHa OCTajgoCch OECCTPACTHBIM, XOTS B TOJOCE MPO3Bydana
nocaga. — YTo ThI 3/1€Ch AeIaciib?

— IlpoBepsina, Kak HaBeJU MOPSAOK B KOMHATE Ballled HOBOW... CIIY’)KaHKH, — OTO3Bajlach
[TapisorTa.

— Ona mos HoBas (ppeiInHa, — MONPaBUII JEBYLIKY ITPUHLI.

[Tapnorra kuBHYna. OHa 00Jiaiajia KaKoW-TO HEECTECTBEHHOW KPAaCOTOW: YroJIbHO-YE€pPHbBIC
BOJIOCHI, OOJIbIIIME TEMHBIE I1a3a, OJeAHast MaroBasi Ko>ka — POBHAsl U OIHOTOHHAs, 0€3 €IMHOro
NATHBINIKA WM PONUHKH. [3-3a KOHTpacTa BeTa KOKHU U BOJIOC €€ KpacoTa Ka3ajach KyTKOBATOM.
KapTuny posepiuiasio M3SIHO PACIIMTOE 30J0TOM HUTHIO CHUHEE IJIarbe, OTTEHsBIIEE OJeqHOE
JIMIIO.

— Moxens uaru, — ckazan npulHl, u [llapnorra, caenas eme OOUH pEBEPAHC, JIETSLIEH
MOXOJKOM 3alllaraja mpoyb, HO y caMOM apku obOepHynach U Opocuina Ha Menuccy HenoOpbIit
B3rsAA. CaliMOH 3TOro He 3aMeTHJI, a BOT Menucce 3T0 OYEHb HE TOHPABUIIOCH.

— Hy, no 3aBTpa, — Jlucca oTkpsuia 18eph B cnianbHi0. CaliMOH HEOXKUAAHHO MPUOIU3UIICS K
JEBYILKE MTOYTH BILUIOTHYIO, CHSUI IIEPYATKU U B3sU1 €€ 3a pyKd. Ero jlaJoHuM OKa3aiauch JeAsTHbIMU
— Menuccy 0T 3TOro NpUKOCHOBEHHUSI TpoOpaia Ipoxb.

— CIIOKOMHOW HOYH, — MPOU3HEC MPUHIIL, IS €1 B [M1a3a, IOTOM OTHYCTHJ pyKH Menncchl
U pe3ko oTcTpaHuica. He mising Ha AEBYIIKY, OH pa3BEepHYICS U OBICTPBIM IIATOM YIAJUiCs, HE
CKa3aB 0OJIbIlIe HU CJIOBA.

A Jlucca, u3yMJieHHass M pacTepsiHHas, TaK M OCTajlach CTOSITh B JBEPAX CIAJbHH.
OnoMHuBIIMCH, OHA MPOLUIA B KOMHATY, 3amepia ABEpb Ha 3aMOK M ITOBAJIMJIACh HA KPOBATh. 3a
CErOIHSAIIHUN J€Hb OHA YCTaja JI0 TaKOM CTENEeHH, YTO He ObUIO CUi Jaxke pasznerbcs. Ho Bce ke
OHa 3acTaBuJia ceOs BCTaThb U MONTH YMBITHCS, @ 3aT€M €IIe OThICKaTh B MIKa(y ¢ HIKHUM OebeM
HOYHYIO COPOUKY.

Jlucca nymana, 4TO CTOUT €€ IOJIOBE KOCHYTHCS IMOAYIIKH, MO3TI TYT K€ OTKJIIOYHUTCS, U OHA
ycHeT. Ho He Tyr-TO ObUTO. HecmoTpst Ha ycTanocTh, 3aCHYTh He moiiydajgoch. Ha ym mouemy-To
npunuia ciaoBa Mopenbl o CaliMOHE, W BCIIOMHWIOCH €r0 CTPAaHHOE NOBEJICHHE, KOIJa OH
npouiics ¢ JIuccoit Bo3ne KOMHarel. B 3TOM mapHe orpenesneHHo KpoeTes 3arafaka. YTto-t1o B HeM
€CTh TAKOE, YTO HE MO3BOJISAET TyMaTh O HEM IIJIOXO, YTO-TO... PacHoJIararomniee.

«Ymo emy Hysxcno om mensa?y» — He noHUMana Menucca.

CoH Bckope MpHulleNn, HO He MpUHEC C coOOW Mokos. Menucce CHWINCH KaKHe-TO JIIOAU B
YepHBIX IUIam@x. [7a3 He ObUI0 BUJHO — HUX CKPBIBAIM KAaMIOUMIOHBI, W JIMIIH YIPOXKAIOIIe
MoOJIECKUBAIIU KIBIKH. .. Bammupsl! JIucca nobexasna mpodb OT HUX, HO BCE T€ K€ YepHbIE PUTYPHI
Mperpaguiau el 10pory.

«Tebe ne yiimu om nacly — mpoumnen OIMH W3 BAaMIMPOB U CXBaTWJ JIEBYIIKY 3a IICUH.



JIlucca B yxxace 3aBu3xaia.
B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa, coTpscaemMas CHJIbHOU APOXKbIO, MPOCHYIACh. B KOMHare ObUIO TEMHO,
HO Jlucca 4yyBCcTBOBaja 4be-TO MPUCYTCTBUE PAOM... B koMHaTe oHa siBHO ObLIa HE OJHA.
Menucca B maHWKE BCKOYMJIA C KPOBAaTH W 3amyTajlach B mojiore. BrIpBaBUIMCH U3 TIOTHOU
TKaHU, OHA MPUHSIIACH CYIOPOKHO MIAPUTHh PYKaMH 10 CTEHE B TOMCKAX BBIKJIKOUATES.

— He Tam, — npo3Bydasl 3HaKOMbIM HACMELUIMBBIA T'OJOC, U TYT HEOXHUIAAHHO 3aXIJIACh
CB€Ya Ha MPUKPOBATHON TyMOOUKE.
— Caiimon?! — B3BusrHyna Jlucca. IlpuHI cugenm B M3HOXKBE KPOBATH U CMOTPEN Ha

JEBYIIKY, YXMBUISSICh.
— Yo T8I TYT Aenaeni?! — cepaie Menucchl OelieHo KOJOTHIOCh — HUCIYT €llie He MPOIIe]I.

— Haomonan 3a Toboi, — cnokoiiHo oTtBeTua CaiiMoH. JIucca oTomnia oT CTEHBI, cejla Ha
KpOBaTh, HAKPBIB HOTU OJISSJIOM, U IIOCMOTpEIa Ha MPHUHIIA UCITOTO0bS.

— Kak 161 Bomen? 4 xxe 3anupana asepsb!

— MHe BoBce He 00s13aT€JIbHO UMETh KJIFOY, YTOOBI OTKPHIBATh 3aMKHU.

— U naBHO THI TYT TOpUHIL? — XMYpPO IOMHTEPECOBaIach Menucca.

— He ouenb. Penmmi 3ackounTh K T€OE cpasy Mmocie mpruema, KOTOphIi KOpoJieBa yCTpauBaia
JUISI BBICIIIEW ThMBI, & OH TOJBKO YTO 3aKOHYMJICS.

— A 4Tomel 3a0bUT Ha TIPUEME Yy KOpOJIeBbI? — yauBWiach Jlucca, momHsB OpoBU. —
Hackomnbko st 3Ha10, BBl APYT Apyra HEJ0M00IuBaeTe.
— Ilnoxo Tel 3Haemmb. Mbl Apyr Apyra HEHaBUAUM, — CKPUBHIJ TyObl mpuHl. — Ho, K

COXKaJICHUIO, MMPUHUMATh y4acTHE BO BCEX MEPOIPHUSTHUAX, KOTOpble NMpoxoasaT B Jpendyn-xome,
MOSsI HETIPUSITHASA 00SI3aHHOCTb.

— U TBI HE MOXeEIlIb 0TKA3aThCA?

— 4 xe Bce-Taku npuHil. Kak-Hukak, TutynoBanHas ocoba. [IpeacraBurens BIacTu.

Jlucca HemoyMeHHO mocMmoTpena Ha Hero. OH TOBOpHJ TaKMM H3JEBATEIBCKUM TOHOM,
CJIOBHO €MY Ka3aJ0Ch YHU3UTEIbHBIM COOCTBEHHOE TTOJIOKEHHE TIPH JABOPE.

— Jloxwuck cnars, — ycrano npousHec CalilMOH U TOIHsUICA ¢ KpoBaru. — Sl moiiny k ce0e.
W3BrHU, 4TO HAITyTaI.

Menucca npoBoamiia €ro B3IVISJIOM M JIEDNIA, YKPBIBIIMCH ofesuioM. Mcmyr yxke OTCTyNmu,
OCTaBUB MECTO JXI'yueMmy JIF0OONbITCTBY. Oka3biBaeTcs, Mojionoi npuHil Caitmon braskaein He Tak
TIOBOJIEH JKU3HBIO, KaK €d Ka3aJIoCch. B uem ke Tyt neno?

Y TpoM oHa mpocHYNIAach C TOJIOBHOM 00Jibt0. JIncca yMblIach U OTIPABUIIACH B rapAepOOHYIO
— HaJio ObUTO CHOBa BhIOMpaTh Tiarhe. CerogHs OHa HE TMOBTOpPUJIA BUEpaIIHEW OMMOKH U Cpasy
OTKphIIa IIKad C MOBCEAHEBHBIMU BemaMu. Ha 3ToT pa3 ee BbIOOp Mayl HA TEMHO-CHUHEE TIIAThe C
BBICOKMM BOpOTOM. OHa oJieiach U cTaja nomkuaat CaiMoHa.
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[TpunIT He 3acTaBWiI ceds Aoaro kaarb. OH MOSBUIICS HA MOPOTe ClanbHU, Koraa Memnuncca
CTOsJIa CIMHOM K JIBEPU U CMOTpEJia B OKOIIIKO.

— JIroOyenibcst BUIOM U3 OKHA?

Jlucca B3IporHysia OT HEOKUAAHHOCTH.

— Thl MeHs CHOBa Hamyraja, — IpPOBOpYaja OHA, 3aJIepryuBasi MOPTHEPHI, U MOBEPHYIACH K
Caitmony.

— IIpocTu. Ham nopa.

— Kyna? — wnanpsamiace Menucca. Eli OTYassHHO HE XOTENOCH BBIXOJUTH W3 KOMHATHL €€

myraja BCTpeda ¢ IpYyruMu OOUTaTEIIMU 3aMKa.

— 3aBTpak Thl CErofHS Mpocnajia, Tak 4YTO MOWAEM Cpa3dy B MNPUEMHYIO 3aiy. S JOJKeH
MO3HAKOMUTH T€0S1 C HEKOTOPHIMH MTPUABOPHBIMHU.

— C oxHolt 51 yKe 3HaKOMa, — noMopumiiack Jlucca. [IpuHIl yauBiIeHHO MTOTHSIT OPOBH.

— Tebe ne monpaBuiack lllapnorra? [lo-moemy, oHa 3ameuareiabHas JIEBOYKA, KaK U €€
CECTPBHI.

— Ee cectpb1? OHu Toxe GpeiyiuHbI?

— Jla. M3abenb u Dneonopa. Ceituac Thl X YBUIUIIID.

Bot 3Toro Menucce xorenock MeHble Bcero. Ho ona He mporecToBana. B koHIIE KOHIIOB, €
HY>KHO OBUIO M3Y4UTh OKpYykeHue CailMoHa: pa3 yxK NPHUAETCS TeHeph KUTh B 3aMKE U XOAUTH T10
NATaM 3a MPUHIIEM, TT0JI€3HO ObLIO OBl y3HATH, C KEM U KaK OH OOIaeTCsl.

N eme JIucca BcrioMHMIIA CJI0BA KOTO-TO U3 JIEBYOHOK B 3eMIISTHKE O (hpeiyimHax — KaxeTcs,
3TO roBopuJia BeHi: OHU BCce BpeMs MBITAIOTCS OXMYPUTh MPUHIIA, HO OH HE MOJJAeTCs UX 4apaM.
«Haoo 6yoem mue nonyuuie npucmompemovcs K amum desuyamy», — nogymana Menucca.

Caiimon momanmn Menucce pyky. JleBylllka CIydailHO KOCHYJIach €ro IajiblEB, CHOBA
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA UX XOJIO/ U HEBOJIBHO OTHPSHYIIA.

— W3BuHM, — CaiiMoH ckan pyky B Kynak. — CoBceM 3a0bL. ..

OH nocTan u3 KapMaHa nepyaTku, HaJlell X U nIpukasan Jlucce uATH 3a HUM.

OHU 1M 1O KOPUJOpPaM, MPOXOIUIU MUMO JBEpEe — HEKOTOpbIE ObUTM OTKPHITHI, APyrue
3anepThl. Kak HU CTpaHHO, MO JOPOre UM HHUKTO HE BCTPETUJICS, XOTs1 Meiucca chbliaia rojioca,
JOHOCUBILIMECS U3-3a 3aKPBITHIX JIBEPEH.

Haxonen, CailMOH OCTaHOBWJICSI TeEpeJ]] BHICOKUMHU JIBOWHBIMU JI€PEBSIHHBIMU JIBEPSIMU,
yKpalieHHbIMU pe3r00il. OH moBepHYIcs K Menucce U THXO TPOU3HEC:

— 3amoMHU: MOKa Thl HAXOMUIILCS 3/I€Ch, CTapaiica MOMEHbIIe pa3roBapuBarb. Hu ogHoro
JIUIITHETO CJI0Ba, ITIOHATHO?

Jlucca kuBHYyna.

— Ho ecnu yx Tebe 3agaayT BONpOC, cTapaiics oTBeYaTb OCTOPOXKHO: OJHA HeBepHas (ppaza
MOYET Pa3BaJIUTh BCE TBOE MPUKPHITHE.

[IpuHiy momosyajn, pa3aymbiBas, O YeM elle 3a0bUl MpeaynpeauTb Menuccy, W TyT
CITOXBATHUJICS:

— AX, 1a, Te0s Tenepsb 30ByT ['abpuaiina.

JIu1o 1eByIIKY U3YMIIEHHO BBITSIHYJIOCK.

— OT0 euie noyemy?!

— Iloromy 4uTO s Tak ckazan. i koHcnupauuu. Thl k€ B po3bicke, NOMHHUIIL? Tak 4TO



MycKa Jydilie BCe 3HAIOT Te€Os MO BBIMBIIIIICHHBIM HMEHEM.

— Xopomo, — B3noxHyna Jlucca. — Tbl U3MEHUIT MOE MPOUCXOKACHUE — CJIeJal U3 MEHS
BEJIbMY, a TETIEePh €Il U UMSI MHE HOBOE MPUIyMaJl. DTO BCE, YTO Thl XOTEJ ObI IOMEHSTH BO MHE?

— Her, e Bce, — CaiimoH ycMmexHylncsa. — Ho ¢ 3TuM MBI Kak-HUOynb B Jpyrou pas
paz0OepeMcs. A ceifuac Ham Topa.

OH OTKpBLUI ABEPH U BOLLEI B OOJIBIIYIO 3a1y. JIncca moceMeHuna 3a HUM.

CreHbl B KOMHATE ObUTA OOUTHI TEMHO-(PUOJIETOBLIM 0apXaToM, Ha MOJY — TaKOro e IBeTa
KOBEp, HAa OKHAX — YEpHBbIE TsKEJble MOpThepbl. HecMOTps Ha TO, 4TO celvac OHM ObLIU
pa3IBUHYTHI U B OKHA TPOHUKAJI THEBHOW CBET, B KOMHATE OBUIO JOBOJIHLHO MPAYHO.

HampoTtus aBepu B ApyromM KOHIIE KOMHAThl ObUIO BO3BBIIICHHE — BBICOKHI MOCTAMEHT CO
CTYIIEHbKAaMH, Ha BEPIIMHE KOTOPOrO KPacoBajCi TPOH — BBIYYPHOE 30JI0TOE KPECJIO € MPAMOH
cruHKOM. Ha cTynmeHpkax moj HUM CHUIENIH TPU AEBYIIKH, ONHY M3 KOTOpPbIX Menncca cpasy ke
y3Haja — 3To Obuta lllapnoTTa, a Apyrue aBe, OUEBUIHO, €€ CECTPHI.

[Ipn BuIe mpuHIA JIEBYIIKH MOCIENHO BCKOYMJIM W CIYCTHUIHUCH BHU3. Korma oH momomien
NOOJIMKE, OHU PAa30M CKJIOHWJIM TOJIOBBI U CHIENIAJU PEBEPAHC, KaK ATO JeJiajia HAKaHYHE BEeUepOM
[Tapnorra.

— JIOBOJNIBHO KPUBIATHCS, — OTMaxHylIcss CaliMOH M TOAHSJICS MO CTyHneHbKaM. JleByllku
IOCJIEIOBAIM 32 HUM, JIAIIb JIncca ocTanachk CTOATH y IMTOJIHOKUS JIECTHUIBL.

— Ot1o0 [N'abpusiia, — MpencTaBuil €€ MPHUHII, YCaXUBasICh B kpecyo. OpeilinHbl BCTalu 3a
€ro CIIMHOW M MOJI4a BO33pHIIMCh Ha Menuccy.

— I'abu, 3HakoMbCs. DTO DneoHopa, — CallMOH yKas3aj Ha JIEBYIIKY, CTOSIBILYIO CIIpaBa OT
TpOHa. DIIEOHOpA BaXKHO KMBHYIIA Menucce.

— A st0 Uzabens.

Ha 5ToT pa3 kuBHYyna AeByIIKa, CTOSIBIIASI TOCEPEANHE.

O6e ¢peitnunbl, kak u [llapinorTa, o0mamgany To# e HEHATypaJIbHOW BHEMHOCTHIO. V3abenk
ObuTa OOHAMHKOM, €€ BOJIOCH KpacuBO OJecTenu, NepeanuBasch Ha cBeTy. PoBHas cBeTias koxa,
I'YCThIE PECHUIIBL, MOJHBIE TYObl — BCE 3TO MPHUJIABATIO €i1 BU aHTHUKBapHOU (PapPopoBoil KYKIIH,
OZICTOM B KpacUBOE PO30BOE IIaThe ¢ o0opkaMu. M gaxke cierka riynoBarbli, MO-A€TCKU HAaWBHBIN
B3DJIsL] OOJBIIMX TOJMYOBIX TNIa3 HAMOMMHAN B3IV KYKJIBI, DISISIIEH Ha JETe C BUTPHUHBI
Mara3uHa.

DrneoHoOpa OTIMYalach JUIMHHBIMU SIPKO-PBDKUMHM BoJlocaMH. B ocTainbHOM OHa ObLia MOX0a
Ha CEecTep — YMCTasg KOXa, TOHKas Ilesl, U3SIHbIE PYKH, ujeainbHas ¢durypa. Bamisg yMHBIX
3€JICHBIX TJIa3 ObUT IENKUM W KoilouuM. Ha ee nuie siBHO He XBarajo BECHYIIEK — C HHUMHU
KpacoTa JIEBYIIIKM HaBEpHsIKa MoKa3alach Obl 00Jiee €CTECTBEHHOM.

JIucca BeXXJIMBO KUBHYIA (PpeiyinHaM.

— C IapaoTTOM THI YK€ 3HaAKOMa.

[Mapnotrra npuntypuiack. CerogHs oHa Oblia 0JIeTa B TEMHO-00PA0BOE IJIaThE.

— TBoe MecTo 37ech, — CKazajia OHa, yKa3aB Ha MPOCTPAHCTBO PAJIOM ¢ coboit. «Moe mecmo
20e y200HO0, MOJbKO He 30ech», — noaymaina Menucca, TOTHUMASCh 10 JECTHUIIE, U BCTAJIA PAJIOM
C YEpHOBOJIOCOM JIeBYNIKOM. OUyTHUBIIMCh MEXAY Tpems (peilimHaMu, OHa MOYYyBCTBOBaJa CeOs
muiHed. B ee M03ry 3apoamniioch CTOMKOE jKelaHue yoekarh OTCIO/Ia KaK MOKHO JAJIbIIE B JIEC U
HHUKOTIa HE BO3BPALLATHCS.

— Ilocon BapioKoB CKOPO OyneT 3/1ech, Ballle BHICOYECTBO — CKaszana JieoHopa. — Brl yxke
3HaeTe, KaKoM eM 1aTh OTBET?

— 3Hato, — KUBHYJI IIPUHII, CEPIUTO XMYpPsCh. — Sl ye He pa3 TOBOPHIJI UM, UTO OECITOJIE3HO



cobupars KoHrpecc TONBKO MOTOMY, YTO Y HHX HMCUYE3JI0 HECKOIBKO JaeTei. Bapiokm, KOHEUHO,
OyIyT HEIOBOJIbHBI, HO KOTO 3TO HHTEpECyeT?

— A eciu Ha cell pa3 OHa OMJET K KoposieBe? — nogana roioc lapnoTra.

— He ocmenutcs, — mokadan rosoBor CaitMoH, He misas Ha (peitmuny. — KoposeBa u
CIylaTh € HEe CTAaHET — Cpa3y BBHITOHWUT B3alllei, U y Hee He OyneT BhIOOpa, KpOME KaK YUTH
oOpaTHO HU C YEM UJIM CHOBA MPUNTU KO MHE. A MOU PYKH CBsi3aHbl. Jlaxke eciii uCUe3HOBEHUST —
JIEJI0 PYK CBETJIBIX, B YEM S JIMYHO COMHEBAKOCh, KOPOJIEBAa BCE PABHO 3aKpOET MlIa3a Ha ATy
npoosiemy. Bbl ke 3HaeTe, 4TO OHAa HE CTaHET MOJHUMATh JIMIIHErO IIyMa H3-3a HECKOJIbKHX
MaJIOJIETHUX BAPJIOKOB.

BHe3anHO ABepp OTKpbLIACh, U HA IOPOTr€ BO3HHUK JIAKEW, ONETHI B YEPHYIO JIMBPEHO C
30JIOTUCTOU OTHEIKOM.

— Bainie BeicouecTBO, K BaM nocou Banbiypruca.

— IIpoBogute ee croma, — KUBHYI NpuHIl. JIaked CKpbuics 3a ABEphI0. Uepe3 MrHOBEHHE
IBEpb paclaxHyjlach HACTEXb, U BOUUIA ABOE MYXYHWH YCTPAIIAIOIIETO BU/IA; OHU COMPOBOXKIAIN
XPYIKYIO AEBYIIKY B CEPOM ILIAIIE C HAKUHYTHIM Ha FOJIOBY KAIOIMOHOM. My»XYHHBI OCTAHOBUJINCH
110 00€ CTOPOHBI OT JIBEPH, a JIEBYILIKA MMOOIIUIA K IECTHUIIE, BCTAJIa Y MOJHOXKUS U CHSIJIA C TOJIOBBI
kamtomoH. Ee cBeTibie BOOCH OBUTM COOpaHBI B HEMHOTO PACTPEMaHHBI My4OK Ha 3aThUIKE.
JleBylika npucesia B KHUKCEHE U NOAHSIA B3I HA puHIA. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO OHA BBRIIIsIAENA
3aTPAaBIIEHHO, IJ1a3a €€ CMOTPEIIM CMEIO U PELUTEIBHO.

— Baiie BbICOYECTBO, — THXO, HO YBEPEHHO IpoM3Hecaa oHa. — lcue3nu enie HECKOJIbKO
JIE€Te, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 BMECT€ ¢ HUMHU OblIa MOXMIIEHA B3pocCias >KCHIMHA — HSHS HaIllleTo
HacyieaHuka. CeMbU 3TUX JIET€ B3BOJIHOBAHbI, OHU TPEOYIOT. ..

— 4 yxxe roBopuit BaM, Tasnymna, — pe3ko nepeous ee CaitMoH. — S HUYEro He MOTY JIJIsl Bac
caenarb. Ecim Obl 3TO clienany CBETJIbie BOMHBI, MBI Obl 00 3TOM 3Hanu. Ilepenalite cBoemy oTIy,
4TO S OMKA3bl8AIOCH UTO-TUO0 TIpeanpuHUMarh. [IpoBECTH PO3BICKHBIE MEPOIPHUITHS BaM IO
CUJIY U CAMHUM.

JleByllKa, Ka3ajaock, BOT-BOT 3amiadyeT. OHa OoTBesa B3I M HaJleJla Ha TOJI0BY KAIFOIIOH.

— Korma-uubynp, Bale BbICOYECTBO, BBl 00 3TOM TOPBKO MoOXKajeeTe, — MpolleIniia OHa U,
Pa3BEPHYBIIMCH, OBICTPHIM I1IATOM HAIIPABUJIACH K BBIXO/TY.

— VYBenuTe ee, — MpUKa3al OPUHI, U MYXYUHBI CXBATWJIM Tajulylly HOJ PYKH U BBIBEJIU U3
3aJIbL.

— OpgHo neno caenano, — CallMOH notep pyku. — CKOJIBKO €I MOCETUTENICH y HAC Ha
ceroJiHs?

— bonbie HuKTO HEe puiest, — aoJioxuia Ilapnorra.

— Torna MmoxkeTe OBITh CBOOOTHEL.

— Wpem, — M3abenp mepBod NOMHsUIACh ¢ MeCTa W TOMaHujaa Menuccy 3a coO0oil.
OcTtanbHble PpEeHTUHBI TOXKE BCTAH.

— Ceituac y Hac o0en, — mnosicHuwia Menucce M3abenb, U3SUMHBIM JIBUKEHHEM PYKH

MIPUTJIAKUBASL CBOU TBIIIHBIE CBETIIBIE BOJIOCHI.

UYeTtsipe AEBYIIKU BBIIUIA U3 TPOHHOTO 3aJIa U CBEPHYIH HAJIIEBO, K BEJIUKOJICITHON IMPOKON
JIECTHUIIE C MACCHUBHBIMH MpaMOpHbIMH TiepuiamMu. CIYyCTHUBIIMCH HAa dTaX HUXKE, (pEHIUHEBI
3a1arajid o MpOCTOPHOMY KOPUIOPY K OTKPBITOU ABEPU B KOHIIE.

Boiins B komHary, JIucca omisigenach mo CTOpoHam. DTO OKaszajach Tpamnes3Has, O€3BKYCHO
oopMIiIeHHasi B CBETJBIX TOHaX — 3/I€Chb MPHUCYTCTBOBAJIM TOIXYOOW, 3€JEHBII W CUPEHEBBII.
[Tocepeanune KOMHaThI CTOSUT KPYIIbIA CTON U 4eThlpe cTyna. Ha crose yxe ObUlM paccTaBIEHBI



TapeJKy U JISKAIU cepeOpsiHbIe MpuOopHI.

JIeByIlIKM Hayajdu pacCa)KUBaTbCs 32 CTOJOM. DJIEOHOpA BBIIBUHYIIA CTYI PAJIOM C COOOW U
KUBHYNIA Ha HeTo Menucce. Ta mocnyiHo onmycTuiach Ha MsrKoe cujeHbe. O0enars paaoM ¢ 3Tou
PBDKEBOJIOCON JEBYIIKOW y HEe HE ObLII0O HUKAKOIO KEJaHWs, HO €Ille MEHBIIEe XOTeJNOCh CUIECTh
psnom c llapnoTToii, KoTopast Terneph OKa3ajaach HAIIPOTHUB.

Kak Tonpko Bce paccenuch, B KOMHAare MOSBUJICS MYKUMHA B TaKOW K€ UYE€pPHO-30JI0TOU
JUBpEE, KaK y Jiakess B TpOHHOM 3aie. OH ToJKal mepes coOOi CEepBUPOBOYHBIA CTOJIMK Ha
KOJIECUKAX, YCTABICHHBIA NIMPOKUMH CEPEOPSHBIMU OJIFOlaMH, HAKPBITBIMU  OJECTSIIMMHU
konmakamu. Ciyra repeMecTus 0J1t0/1a Ha CTOJ U yIaJIHIICS.

N3abenp momHsma Kodmak Ha Onwkailiei Tapenke. Tam okaszajics TyIIEHBIA KapTodenb B
HEKHOM CJIMBOYHOM coyce. JIucca BAPYr MOYyBCTBOBAJa YXKACHBIN TOJIOA U MOHSIA, YTO BIIEPBBIE
3a MHOT'O HEJIENIb €M MPEACTABUIIACH BO3MOXKHOCTh KaK CIEAyeT MoecTh. Beien 3a cectpamu oHa
HANOJHUJIA CBOKO TApEJIKy, U TYT B KOMHATe CHOBA IMOSIBUJICS JJaKE€ — Ha Ceil pa3 ¢ MOAHOCOM, Ha
KOTOPOM CTOsU1a OyThUIKa O€JIOro BUHA M YETHIPE BEJMKOJEMHBIX XPYCTAJIbHBIX OOKaja TOHKOM
paboTel. OH mocTaBwyl OyTHUIKY M OOKajibl Ha CTOJI W TOAHSUI KOJIaK Ha BropoM Omtoge. Ha
TapeyiKe JieKal KpPYINHBIA >KapeHbld IblieHOK. Ciyra pasjienal IbIIJIEHKA Ha aKKypaTHbIE
KYCOYKH, OTKPBUT OyTHUIKY M pa3inil BUHO Mo OokanaMm. Korma oH ymanwiics, JeByIIKA B3suh ce0Oe
M0 KYCOYKY KypsTUHbBL. OHU €nu B NMojJHOM MosyaHuu. [omonmHas Jlucca B gBa cuera cmena
kaptodenb u mMsico U mpuryousa BuHo. OHO OKa3ajnoch HeoObMalHO BKyCHBIM. [locne ckymaHoro
JIECHOTO TMPOIHUTAHMS 3aTBOPHUKOB BCA 3Ta JBOPLIOBAS MHUIA Ka3ajlach €l celvac MOWCTHUHE
ITUKOBUHHOM.

OpeilyInHbI TOXKE Y)KE MOeJIM U, Beceslo OoJTas, CcTajlu MUTh BUHO. Menncca He mpuHUMAala
y4acTHsi B pPa3roBOpe — OHA JAyMaja COBEPUIEHHO O JpyroM. UYUTO MNPOUCXOAUT B ITOM
KoposieBcTBe? lcue3arT AeTHh, MU, MOX0XKE, ATO CIYyJallOCh YK€ HEONHOKPATHO, HO IPHUHI U
KOpPOJIEBa Ja)Ke MalblleM He IIEeBEJNISAT, 4TOOBI ATO MpekpaTtuTh. CaiiMOH, KaKeTcCs, JorajpiBaeTcs,
YbUX PYK ATO JEJI0, HO BCE PaBHO HE NPEANPUHUMACT HUKAKUX ACUCTBUU, YTOOBI MOMOYb
Bapsokam. [louemy OH Tak KaTeropuyeH B PELIEHUH 3TOr0 Bompoca?

— T'abpunamta, — no3Bana ee lllapmorra. — Tsl uTO, HE Chblmana? Mbl yXOauM.

Jlucca ouHynmach OT CBOMX MBICIEH, cO00pa3uB, uto ['abpusimia — 310 oHa. «lloxooice, mHe
npudemcsi 00120 NPUBLIKAMb K IMOMY UMeHu», — ToAyMalla OHa HEJOBOJBHO, Ilaras BCIe[ 3a
Tpemsd cectpamu. OHHU LU 110 3aMKY JOBOJIBHO JIOJITO, U, HAKOHEII, OKA3AJINCh Ha YIIHUIIE.

Jlucca ommsimenacy BOKpyr. @DpeilsiiHbI TPUBENIM €€ B OOJBIION cajl — BOKPYT POCIHU
(bpYKTOBBIE JIEpEBbA, KOTOpPhIe Menrcca MTHOBEHHO y3Hauna. [1nogamMu MMEHHO ATHUX JEPEBhEB OHA
nutaiach 10 Toro, kak CaliMOH Hamen ee B jecy. JIucca He 3Hama, 4TO 3TO 3a (PPYKTHI, HO
OTMETHUJIA TIPO ceOs, YTO HaZ0 00s13aTENbHO BBISICHUTh NX Ha3BaHUE.

— Wnm croma, — DneoHopa nmoManuiia Memnuccy 3a coOoH.

[Tocpenu cana crosyia HEOOJbINAST YIOTHASI Kpyriiasi Oeceika ¢ MITKUMU JUBaHAMU, OOUTHIMU
10JIOCATHIM 1EJIKOM. DPENIIMHBI PACCEIUCH HA TTOIYIIKAX.

— Urak, ["abpunma, pacckasbiBaii, — M3abenb ckpecTuia pyku Ha rpyau.

— Yto nMeHHO? — He noHsya Menncca. bioHauHKa 3akaTha Ti1as3a.

— ToI Besib 3HACIIIL, O YEM 4.

JInucca momMorana rojioBou.

— Kakue wu3 ero sporumueckux ¢aHTa3uil BOILIOTUJIA B KWU3Hb, — XHUIIHO YIBIOHYIACH
DreoHopa, CBEpKHYB OEIOCHEKHBIMU 3y0aMH.

— Yro 3a B310p?! — u3yMIleHHO OKpyrinia riasa Jlucca.



— He npukuasBaiicss Aypoukoi, — CHHUCXOmUTENbHO ybiOHYIach [Ilapiorra. — Croma tax
MPOCTO HE MPOOUTHCS. Bce AeBylKM, KOTOPHIX MPHUHII €T CBOMMH (persiMHaMU, MPOXOIAT
yepes ero CrajbHIo.

— Ho s1... — Jlucca He ycnena 3akoHYUTH ¢pa3y: y Bxona B Oece/IKy HEOKUITAaHHO BO3HUKJIA
MopeHna.

— IlpuHIl cam mpuBen ee croga, — cKaszajia JeKapka, cepauTo misas Ha ¢peitnuH. — Ona
3JIECH IO €T0 BOJIE, U, B OTJIMYME OT BAC, IONaJIa CI0J[a BOBCE HE YEPE3 MOCTENb.

Bonapunocs Mmosyanue.

— U BOT moagymaiuTe Teneps, — npoaoipkana MopeHa, — KTO ITOCIIEe 3TOTO Bbl, M KTO OHA.

CecTpbl IEPETISHYIIUCH.

— Toinem, — MopeHa crianaira Menuccy 3a JIOKOTh 1 BbITAIFIIa U3 O€CEIKH.

— Ha tBoeM mecTe st Obl MPOBO/IMIIA C HUMHU MOMEHBIIE BpEMEHH, — IpOBOpYaia JIeKapka,
KOTJ1a OHU BOIIUTH B 3aMOK.

— Ilouemy?

— OT HUX MOXHO OXHUJATh YE€TO YTOJHO.

— Takux 0OBUHEHUH 5 YK TOYHO HE 0Kuj1aja!

— O, 3TO BCETO JIHUIIb MPOSBICHUE AYPHOTO XapakTepa U OOBIKHOBEHHAs peBHOCTh, HE OoJiee
toro. Ho s1 He 310 uMena B Buy. C HUMU 4YTO-TO HE Tak. Sl YyBCTBYIO OMMACHOCTb, KOTOpAsk OT HUX
HCXOJIUT.

— Kakoro pona onacnocts? — Jlucca mocrapanack, YTOObI €€ TOJI0C 3Bydasl CIIOKOMHO, XOTsI
BHYTpU Hee Bce moxosofeno. OHa MNOMHHUIIA paccKa3bl MOAPYr B 3eMIsIHKE O (peinnHax
«MJIAIIIEHBKOTO).

— He 3Haw, — pas3gpaxeHHO AEpHYyNIa miedoMm jekapka. — IIpocro omacHocTs, U Bce. S
THICSAYY pa3 roBopuia 00 3TOM MPHUHILY, HO OH MEHS U CIYIIATh HE XO4eT!

— A moueMy OH JOJDKEH TeOsl mociylark? — PEe30HHO Bo3pa3uiia Menucca, pelmB NOKa HE
OTKpPBIBAaTh U3BECTHYIO el nHpopmaIluio. — Bo-nepBbix, 0oHU ero PpeisinHbl, OH caM UX BBIOpal. A
BO-BTOPBIX, 3TO BCEr0 JIUIIb TBOU OMACEHUsI, U HUKAKOM KOHKPETUKMU.

MopeHna, TpuIlypHUBIIMCh, IOCMOTPENA HA HEE U OCTAHOBUIIACH MOCPEAUN KOPUIOPA.

— A TBI HE MPOMax, — YCMEXHYJIACh JIEBYIIKA. — 3HaEIlb, 3TO HE MPOCTO MOU OIMACEHMUSI.
Jlexapu ob6sanaroT HekuM JgapoM. OH MOMOTaeT BUJIETh BCEX HACKBO3b — HE B OyKBaJIbHOM
CMBICIIE, KOHEYHO. Tak BOT, S COBEPIICHHO YBEPEHA, UTO HUYETO XOPOIIETO OT 3TUX CECTPUYEK
XKJAaTh HE MPUIETCH.

Tyr MopeHe Ha miIeqo JIeTJia pyKa B YEPHOU MEPUYATKE.

— CHoOBa paccka3bIBaeIllb T'aJIoCTH 0 MOUX (pernnHax?

JIucca u MopeHa 0THOBPEMEHHO MOBEPHYIUCH K IIPUHILY.

— A, 910 ThI, CaliMOH, — 3aKaruia Ivasa Jiekapka. — Sl U He 3aMeTuJIa, KaK Thl MOJOILEN.
Bamnupel, 3Haelb Jiv, MyTrarolle TUXO NEPEIBUTAIOTCA. . .

CaiiMOH JIepHYJICS, CJIOBHO XOTEJ yAapUTh AEBYIIKY, HO JUIIb YOpal pyKy C €€ Iieya.

— Sl HacTOSATENbHO PEKOMEHIYI0 Te€O€ MPEeKpPaTUuTh IIYIble HIyTKH MO 3TOMY IMOBOAY, —
MPOILEIAII OH CKBO3b 3YOBI.

— S$I-TO mpekpanly, HO OT 3TOr0 BaMIIUPbsl KPOBb HE MEPECTAHET TEYb IO TBOUM KUJIAM, —
roskaja niaedamMmu MopeHa.

CaiiMOH pa3bspUIICs.

— He cmeit ockopOisaTh MeHs, — npopbryasl 0H. — OT TeOs 51 3TOro HE MOTEPILTIO!

— Jla s u He coOupanack, — CIOKOWHO 0TO3BasIack MopeHa. — M3BuHM.



CalimoH, Kazajaoch, ObUI TOTOB pa3opBarh e€e€. JInucca, OBICTPO OILICHWB CHUTYaIMIO, B3sia
MPUHLIA TTOJ PYKY.

— Ilolinem, — cka3ajna oHa TUXOHBKO. — He Hazo 31uThCes, moxkanyicra!

CaiiMOH OpocHIT TTOCTIETHUM 37I00HBIN B3I Ha JIEKAPKY U pa3BepHYICs, 4ToObI yUTH. JIucca
oOepHynach 4epe3 IIeUo U CEPAUTO ocMoTpesia Ha Mopeny. Ta pazapakeHHO Mmojpkaia Tyobl U
YIAJIAJIACh.

— Omna He mro0uT Tebs, — 3ameTtnna Jlucca. — Yem ThvI eif Tak Hacoana?

— Hwuuewm. Bce neno B Hel, a He Bo MHe. OHa Bcera Takasi — Jep3Kasi U sII0BUTAS.

— A MHE OHa TakOW He MOKa3aJiack, — Bo3pasuia Menucca.

— MBsI pocnu BMecTe, — ycMmexuyncst Caiitmon. — Ha camom jene oHa oueHb MeHS JIOOUT,
IPOCTO CYUTAET CBOUM JIOJITOM IOCTOSSHHO HAalIOMUHATh MHE O TOM, KTO 5l TAKOU.

«U kmo dce mvl makoti?» — mnonymaina Jlucca, HO BCIyX JA€p3UTh MPUHILY OJaropazyMHoO He
cTana.

— Nnem otcroga, — CaiiMOH NOTsSIHYI JIKccy B ApYyTryt0 CTOPOHY.

— Kyna? — oTo3Banach AeByIlIKa Ha XO1y.

— B Moii kaOuHer.

On mpuBen Menuccy B MalieHbKOE MOMeIeHne, opopMiieHHOE B 3eNeHbIX ToHax. [locepennne
CTOSUI )KYPHAJIBHBIA CTOJUK C KHAIOM Ta3€T, OKPYKECHHBIM HECKOJIBKMMHU MSTKHUMH Kpecillamu U
JUBAHYUKOM. Y OOJIBIIIOTO OKHA CTOSUI MHUCHbMEHHBIA CTOJI, HAIPOTHB HETO B JPYrOM KOHIIE
KOMHarbl — KaMWH. Ha xaMHHHOW MOJIKE MO 3€PKAJIOM B 30J0TOM OMpPaBE PaCIOI0KHUIIUCH
BEJIMKOJICTTHBIE CTaTYdTKU: MAJICHBKUN 3aMOK C cepeOpUCThIMH OallleHKaMu, JIOMIAJN ¢ KapeToil,
JFOAH, OAETHIE B HACTOSIIME MJIaThsl U KOCTIOMBI.

— Kakas kpacora, — Bocxutuiack Jlucca, oCTOpOXKHO TOIIyNaB ONEXKay Ha (Urypke
3HATHOM JaMBbl.

— OT0 Kouiekuuss Moer marepu. OHa co3daBajia X CBOMMH pyKaMH. Sl XpaHIO BCE 3TO B
aMsTh O HEM.

CaliMOH yrercsa Ha AUBaH4YMK, JIncca nmpucena B oqHO U3 Kpecen psiaoM. OHa HUYEro He 3Halla
o ceMbe CailMOHa, ¥ YIIOMUHAHUE O €r0 MaTepu €€ 3aMHTEPECOBAIIO, HO MPHUHII HE CTal Pa3BUBATh
3Ty TeMy. OH B35J1 BEpXHIOIO Fa3€Ty CO CTOJMKA U Pa3BEPHYII €€.

— CHOBa MCYE3HOBEHHUE, — PABHOMYIIHO 3aMETUJ OH. — Buamumo, To, 0 KOTOPOM TrOBOpHUJIa
CErof[Hsl YTPOM 3Ta JIouKa-IJIaBHOro-Bapioka. Jla, TouHo, oHo camoe. [Iponana Hsusa ee Opara. Bor
nouemMy OyproMHCTp CHOBA OTIIPABUJI €€ KO MHE: Ha 3TOT pa3 MOXUTUTENIU MOJ00PAIUCH CIUIIKOM
O5M3KOo K ero ceMbe. CTpaHHO, OJJHAKO, YTO 3a0pasii HIHIO HACJIEIHUKA, & HE €T0 CamMoro.

— A KTO Takue 3Tu cBetiibie? — crpocuia Jlucca. YTpom oHa He penmiach 3aAarh 3TOT
Bonpoc CaiiMoHy, 4TOOBI HE BBI3BIBATH MMOJ03pEHUs Y PpeitinH. Ho Ternepb MOKHO U y3HATb.

— AX ja, 1 He pacckazan Tebe camoro miaBHoro, — CalMOH OTHIBBIpHYI Ta3ery. — Y
HAIIIEro rocyJapcTBa €CTh COCed — KOpoJieBCTBO IllaliH, TaKk Ha3bIBAEMOE «CBETJIOE I[apCTBO.
OHM HE CTOPOHHUKHU KPOBOMPOJUTHUS U OUTB, HO YK OYEHb UM XOYETCSI OT HAaC U30aBUTHCS. DTH
MCUYE3HOBEHUS MOTJIU OBl MOCIYKUTh HaM MOBOJIOM JIJIsl Hauajia BOWHBI.

— Heseposarno! IlporuBocTosinue 100pa u 31a, — BocxuTwiack Menncca. — B
YeJIOBEUECKUX KHUTrax dTO Ha3Bajgu Obl BOMHOW CBeTa W ThbMBL. A KTO XUBeT TaM? Eciu 31eck
BaMIUPBI U 0OOPOTHH, TO TaM, HaBEpHOE, ()er U BCSIKUE THOMBI.

— ['HOMBI? — YIHMBIEHHO MEPECIPOCHI MPUHL. — S HE 3HAK, O KOM Thl TOBOPHIIb, HO B
OIHOM ThI TpaBa — (heu u 3abdbl TaM IeUCTBUTENbHO KUBYT. [1laifHOM ¢ IpeBHUX BpEMEH MPaBUT
anbduiickas nuHactusi Meccenb. [oBopsAT, OKOJO mMoJiyropa JieT Hazaja MpuHilecca Meccenb



OeccieHo ucuesna. XOmAT CIyXH, 4TO OHAa Cedyac HaXomUTCsA Ha Tepputopuu Mwuanaita. Bor
TOJIBKO MBI HU pPa3y €€ HE BUEIIU.

— W uTo eii 31eCh HYKHO?

— CKopee BCero, OHa X04eT JI00paThCs 0 «BEPXYIIKH», €€ 1eb 100 s, 1100 KopojeBa, —
MPUHI] TTOXaJl TieyaMu. — CBeTJible 00BIYHO ACHCTBYIOT T'YMaHHBIMU METOJIaMH, TTOATOMY YTO
OHa CJIeJIaeT, ecliu Jo0epeTcs 10 Koro-HuOyap U3 Hac, s He 3Hat0. HaBepHoe, 10 cMepTH 3amydaet
HOTAIUSIMU O BPEJIE arpeCcCuu.

[IpyHII MOBEPHYI TOJOBY U YCTABUJIICS B ITYCTOM KaMUH.

— A uto Takoe Konrpecc?

CaiiMOH 3aKaTHJI I1a3a.

— CoOopule 3aHyl, KOTOpbIE PEIAl0T CaMble Ba)KHBIE MOJUTHYECKHE BOMpochl. B cocras
KoHrpecca BXomiT m1aBbl KPYIMHEUIIMX TOPOJOB, @ TAKXKE 5, KOPOJIEBA U €€ CTapIlMe W MJIAJIIINAE
coBeTHUKH. [Ipoire roBops, Bce OOJbINME MMIIKH CTPaHbl, — MPUHIl ycMexHyics. — [locnennuit
pa3 Konrpecc coOupanu mociie cMEpTH MOEro oTiia, korma kopoHoBanu ['emy. Koponarus He
MOXeET 000MTHCH 0€3 TPUCYTCTBUS BBICIIMX YHMHOB MU 1HaiTA.

— Bce nousitHo, — nipoTsanyna Menucca. — W Bapnoku xoTsT, uto0bl KoHrpecc 0Obi1 co3BaH
cHOBa?

— Xorar. Bor Tonpko ux mpoOiiemMa, Ha MOW B3IVISA, MEJKOBAaTa JIsI TOTO, YTOOBI €IO
3annMaiics Konrpecc. [[i1 3TOro y HUX ¥ CBOM T'OJIOBBI Ha IJI€YaX UMEIOTCH.

— A nouemy Tasmnyna He MOXKET OOpaTUTHCS K KOPOJIEBE HAMIPSAMYIO?

— A BOT 3/1€Ch HE BC€ Tak MpocTo, — B rojoce CaliMoHa mpo3Byyala jocaaa. — Koposea
HE 3aHUMAaeTCs MPUEMOM MOJJIaHHBIX, 3Ta Tpsi3Has paboTa J0CTaIach MHE.

— To ecTb, €ciu ObI ThI 3aX0TEJI, Thl MOT ObI CaM MTOMTH K KOPOJIEBE U 3aMOJIBUTH CJIOBEUKO 32
BapJIOKOB? — yrouHuia Jlucca.

— Mor Obl. ToJIBKO HE X0uy.

CaitMOH 3eBHYN U JIGHHBO NOTsHYICS. JIucca moygo0Hee ycenack B Kpeciie U MPOTsIHYIIa PyKy
K Ta3eTe Ha CTOJIMKE, HO JIBEPh BIAPYr IPUOTKPBLIACH, U B MPOEME I1OKA3ajlach CBETJAs IOJ0Ba
Nzabens.

— Bare BbICOUECTBO, BaC Pa3bICKMBAET TOCHOAUH MEHHEPC, — CIaJKUM TOJIOCKOM IpOoTesna
dpeitnnHa.

— Ckaxu emy, 4TO 4 yKe U1y, — XOJIOAHO 0T03Bajicsi CailMOH.

N3abenb KMBHYJA U CKPBUIACH 32 JIBEPHIO.

— DTO ene KTO Tako? — Haxmypuiach Jlucca.

— Hauanpuuk ctpaxu. [loiiay, y3Haro, 4To erie eMy moHaa00uI0Ch.
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Bpewms mwno. JIucca mo-mpexHeMy *uja B 3aMKe, oOmanack ¢ (GpedInHaMu, MyIyKaaach O
HUX ¢ MopeHol, MHOIO Tyissla MU BKYCHO NUTainack. llocTeneHHO OHa 3amedana, Kak U3 ee
BHEIIIHOCTH JIEHb 3a JHEM MCYE3al0T CJEAbl 3aTBOPHUYECKOM JKM3HU: OHAa MONPABHIIACK,
BEPHYBILKCH B CBOIO OOBIYHYIO (hOpMYy; €€ JJIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI CHOBa 3a0yiecTenu, Koxka Omaromaps
MOCTOSTHHOMY YXOIy U XOPOIIEMY MUTAHHUIO CTaja IVIAJKOW U POBHOM, YIYUIIMJICA LBET JIUIIA.
Menucca Kax bl IeHb MBICJIEHHO BOCXBaJisisia MopeHy 3a TpaBsiHble Oaib3aMbl U KPEMbI, KOTOPHIE
JeKapka rotoswia Juisl Hee. [sas Ha ceOs B 3epkaiio, JIucca B KakoHM-TO MOMEHT Ja)Ke Hadajia
COMHEBAThCS B CBOMX CBEJEHUSIX O (peinuHax mpuHIiia. MoxXeT, OHM Ha caMOM Jiejie OOBIYHBIC
BEJIbMbI, @ WX IPEKpacHasi BHEIHOCTh OOBSCHSIETCS BCETO-HABCETO HCIIOJIB30BAHUEM BCEX ITHX
YYJIECHBIX CPEJACTB MO YXOIy 3a c000i? MOXET, 3TH CIyXd O TOM, YTO JEBYIIKH HE T€, 3a KOTO ce0s
BBIJIAIOT, PACIyCKAIOT UX HEJA00pOKETATEIU U 3aBUCTHUKH ?

CaiiMoH oTHOcwiICS K Menucce odeHb xopomo. HecMoTpst Ha nepecypl, XOIUBIIME O HEM BO
aBopue, Jlucce oH o4eHb HpaBUIICA, U, TOXOXE, 3TO ObUIO B3auMHO. HO Bce ke Koe-uTo B €ro
MOBEJACHUU HACTOPAXKUBAIO. BO-NIepBBIX, OH HUKOT/AA HE MO3BOJIST Menucce TOTparuBarbes 10 €ro
PYK, €ClIi Ha HUX He ObUIO mepyarok. Bo-BTOpBIX, pa3roBapuBail OH C HEW OCTOPOXKHO, CIOBHO
OosuICs Ciyd4ailHO COONTHYTH JIMIHETO. M, KpoMe TOTro, OH MO-MPEKHEMY OTKA3bIBAJICS OTBEYATh HA
BOonpoc Jlucchl O mMpUYMHAX, MO KOTOPHIM OH MOXUTHJI €€ W3 BHEIIHEr0 MHUpa W MOCENIHI B
Hpendyn-xome.

Menucce Bce 3TO HE 1aBaJIO MOKOs: OHA XOPOIIO TOMHMJIA MTpeocTepekeHne MopeHbl HacueT
MIPUHIIA.

Ho, HecmoTpst HM Ha 4rto, JIncca dyBCcTBOBaja, Kak mnpu Mbiciu 0 CalilMOHE B AylIE y HEE
pa3JIMBaeTCs TEIUIO U Cep/llle HAYMHAET OMThCS ObICTpEE. ..
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Jlucca cuaena y okHa B CBOEH craibHE W Jr000Bajach OAmHSIMH. YK€ HaYMHAJIO TEMHETh, U
JEByIlIKa C TPYCTHIO BCIIOMHHAJa O TMPOILIOM — OHA OYEHb JOOWIIa ATO BpeMs, Korjga Ha
MOCTEIIEHHO MEHSIOMIEMCS HeOe 3aKUTATNCh OJIHA 32 JPYroil cepeOpUcCThIe 3BE3I0UKHU.

B nBeps noctyvanu. Jlucca B3iporuyna oT HEOKUAAHHOCTH U 0OEPHYIIACH.

— OTKpbITO.

B xomuaty Bomenn CaiMOH.

— lIpuBeT, MO NIpUHIIECCA, — THUXO CKa3aj OH, 3aTBOPSSA ABEPh. — S MOCUKY HEMHOTO C
TOOO#1, ThI HE TPOTUB?

— He npotus.

OHa oTonpia OT OKHa M cejla Ha KpoBarb. CaiMOH ycCeJcs PSiAOM C HEM M MOCMOTpPEN €U B
rJiasa.

— 3Haenb, JIucca, s 1aBHO X0Ten cka3ath Tede... Co MHON MPOUCXOAUT YTO-TO CTPAHHOE.

Menucca npuaBUHYIACH TOOJIMIKE.

— Yt0 uMEeHHO?

— 51 Bce Bpems xouy BUZETh TeOs. Xody ObITh psAgoM ¢ TOOOH. Xouy... nepxkarb TeOs 3a
pYKHU, — MOCJIeIHIOW (hpa3y OH Mpou3Hec ¢ 00JbI0 B rojoce. — S Bce BpeMs Jymaro o Teoe.

On 60mbI1Ie HE cMOTpen Ha JIuccy — Teneps ero B3I OTyKaall o KOMHATeE.

— Co MHO¥H ellle HUKOTJa TaKOro HE CIIYy4alloch. Sl HE MOTY COCPEIOTOYUTHCS HU HA YeM. Y
MEHS BCE€ BaJIUTCA U3 pyK. S mymaro Tosibko o Tede. U s Bce Bpems xouy TeOs Mo1eIoBaTh.



Menucca cnymana ero W HE 3Hala, pajgoBarbcs el uiu OosThes. B 3TO OBUIO TpyAHO
noBepuTh: CaliMoHn Btoouiics! BiaoOurcs 6 wee! Hacneausiii mpuHIT KOPOJIeBCTBA ThMbl MUTHAMT,
YPOKJICHHBIA JIEMOH, BIIOOMJICS B HEE, B Uel08eKd, B JEBYIIKY, KOTOpas HEMOHSATHO 3a 4TO ObLIa
BbIpBaHA M3 CBOEH HOPMAJIbHOM KU3HU U 3a0poIlieHa B UyKOM MuUp.

— Ilo-Moemy, ATOro MPOCTO HE MOXKET OBbITh, — CKa3zaia JIucca APOTHYBIIMM TOJIOCOM,
CTapasCh COXPAHATh CIIOKOMCTBUE.

— Yero — atoro? — He noHsut CarimoH. Peakuus JInccol ero HENPUATHO yIWBUIIA.

— TBowu c0Ba 03HAYAIOT, YTO y TE€OS MOSIBUINCH UYBCTBA KO MHE, a 3TO HEBO3MOKHO.

— Tlouemy? — cyzst MO BBIpKEHUIO JIMIIA IPUHIIA, OH OOSJICS YCIBIIIATH OTBET.

— IloToMy 4YTO BaMmuphl HE MOTYT UCHBITHIBATH 3TH YYBCTBA, 3TO MPOTHUB Balleh
npupoAsl! — Bemanuia Menucca U MCyraHHO 3aMoJ4ania.

Caitmon Toxe Momvasn. OH CHOBa OTBEN B3Il M OTBEPHYNICS Tak, 4ToObl Jlucca He Bujena
€ro mia3 B 3TOT MOMEHT. 3aT0 OHa BHUJEJA €r0 PyKH B YEPHBIX MepuaTkax — OHU ObLIM KPEIKO
CXAaThI B KYJIAKH.

Hakomnern, CaliMmoH cripaBuIICs ¢ cO00M, moBepHyJics K Jlucce u B34 ee 3a IJIeyHu.

— Ho s e He Bamniup! — npoienTtan oH, 3arisiHyB JIEBYIIKE B Ii1asa.

B ero B3mmiae Obuta Takas 0oJjib, 4To Menucca HEBOJIBHO COAPOTHYIAch. Heyxkenu emy
HACTOJBKO HEMPUSATHO HOCUTH B ceOe BaMmupckue rens? Ho mouemy?

— A KTO e ThI TOrAa? — OCTOPOkHO crpocuna JIucca. [IpuHIl HEXKHO B3 €€ 3a PYKH.

— Tebe He 00s13aTeNbHO 3HATH, KTO 5. BaMnupckux KopHel BO MHE HE OOJIblle, YEM JIPYTHX.
Ho onwu ecth. U s HeHaBUXKY cebst 3a 3TO.

— 3a yTt0? — ynuBuiachk JIucca. — Thl k€ HE BAHOBAT B CBOEM MPOUCXOXKIACHHU.

— He BuHOBar, — comtacuiicst CaiMOH, OTIYCTHJI €€ PYKH U PACCESHHO 3aIyCTUJ HaJbIIbl B
BOJIOCHI, B3BEPOIIMB CBOK YEPHYIO MIEBEIIOPY. — HO 3TH KOpHH... TOHMMAEIb, OHU WHOTJA JA0T
o cebe 3HaTh. W TOTma s CTAHOBIIOCH TEM, K€M HE X0y CTAaHOBUTHCA. SI Tak HEHABUXKY ITO
cocTosiHHE!

CailMOH OTBEpPHYJICS U OIYCTHUJI TOJIOBY.

— D10 OBIBAaET CO MHOM OYEHB PEJIKO.

— Ho Bce xe ObIBaeT, — THXO cKa3ayia Jlucca. — ITO 3HAYUT, YTO ThI JIJIs1 MEHS OTIACEH.

CaiiMOH pe3KO MOBEPHYJICS K HEU.

— Menucca, — OH CHOBa B35 €€ 3a pyku. — [Ipumu MeHs Takum, kakou s ecTb! [ToMHUIIID,
B JIECY, KOT/Ia s HaIles TeOs, 51 Moo0emal, yTo s He MpuunHIo Tede Bpena? S caepxky cBoe ciioBo. A
obermaro, 4To 51 HuKo20a He cAenar Tede HUUero mioxoro. Twl BepUIlh MHE?

Jlucca mocMmotpena eMy B mia3a... U kuBHyna. OHa emy noBepuiia. OHa elle He Moa03peBaa,
HACKOJIBKO OIIACHOE PELICHUE TOJIBKO UTO MPUHSIIA.

CaitmMmoH mpuABHHYICS elle Onuxe K Hed M HEeXHO MPOBEN PYyKoM Mo ee mieke. Memucca
3aKpbUIa TJ1a3a U KOCHYJIach Ty0aMu €ro ry0 — HE0XXUJAHHO MSATKUX U TOPSIUYUX.
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C sTOoro moMeHTa *XH3Hb Menucchl B 3aMKE M3MEHUJIACh. Temepb OHa JIerde IMEepeHOCHIIa
oOmecTtBo cectep TOpHBYnN W OoJibllie HE TEpPEKHBajia MO MOBOAY TAMHCTBEHHOTO IOBEIACHUS
npuHna. CaliMOH TPUXOAMJI K HEW KaXXIbld BEYEp, OHU IPOBOAWIM MHOIO BPEMEHHM BMECTE.
Bonpeku cimoBam MopeHnsl, oH 01T ¢ JIMccol 1ackoB U T00p M MOKa YTO CO3/1aBajl BIEUaTICHUE
MOPAIOYHOTO M XOPOLIEr0 MOJOIOIO YEJOBEKa, pas3pyllas BCE €€ NPEICTAaBICHUS O MPHUHIIE-
neMmone. YUepes kakoe-To Bpemsi Menucca, 3aHATasi CBOUMH HOBBIMM OTHOIIEHHUSIMH, U JyMarb
3a0bl1a O MPEAYIPEKICHUU JICKAPKHU.



Onnako y Mopensb! Obla cBOsI TOUKa 3peHus Ha noBefaeHue Caiimona. Ho Ha TOT pa3 jekapka
penmia 10 Mophl JO BPEMEHH JIepKaThb CBOW JOBOIBI MPU ce€0€ M OCTOPOXKHO MPHUINISABIBATH 32
Menuccon U TpUHLIEM.

Tem Bpemenem Jlucca crana Bce yallle 3aMedarb MOBBIIIEHHOE BHUMaHUE (DPEHSIMH K CBOEH
nepcone. JleBymku ObLIM C HEM Ha PEIKOCTh JPYKEIOOHBI, YACTEHBKO 3BAJIM MPOTYISITHCA,
MpUIIAIIAINA BBIATH BUHA, 3aBOJIMJIM Pa3rOBOpPEL... OHA HE NepecTaBalia YIUBIATHCS U TaaTh, 4YTO
¢ HuMH nipoucxoaut. [Jaxe [llapaorTa, OT KOTOPOW paHbIle CIOBHO BOJIHAMH UCXOAUJIA HENPUSI3Hb
K Menucce, cMAT4uiIach U crajna CepJIeuHee.

Jlucca mopenuiack CBOMMH HAONIONCHUSMH CHadajga ¢ MopeHou, a 3arem ¢ CaliMOHOM.
Peakmus Mopenb! OblLTa 10 CMEIIHOTO MpeIcKa3yema.

— WM Henb3s 10BepsTh, — 3asBUIIA JIEKapKa. — bynb 0OCTOpOXKHEE.

VY CaitMoHa ObLTO Ipyroe MHEHUE.

— 41 ke roBopui Tebe, oHU Xopoime J1eBouKU. [IpocTo oHM 0cOOeHHBIE, HE TaKHue Kak Bce. S
pajl, 4ToO Thl HallU1a C HUMH OOIIMH S3BIK.

Ha ceii pa3 Menucca nocnymana Mopeny: B TOM, 4TO Kacajioch (peWiuH, AEBYIIKA ObUIH

€IMHOTYIIHBIL.
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Jlucca cunena B cBoeil koMHare. CerogHsa yrpom CailMOH TpUILIEN K HEW C HENPHUSITHBIM
U3BECTHUEM O TOM, YTO BeuepoM B JIpeadymn-Xxossie COCTOUTCS ouepeIHOM Oall.

— TloaTOoMy s X049y MONMPOCUTH T€OS MOCUIETH 3/I€Ch, TOKA BCE HE Pa3beIyTCsl, — 3aKOHYMII
npuHIl. — J[ymaro, moKa3bIBaThCsl Ha IBOPIIOBLIX MEPONIPUATHSX T€OE €Ille He BpeMmsl.

Menucca Oblla UCKPEHHE C HUM COIVIaCHA: €l M caMOW HE XOTEJIOCh IOCeIaTh HUKAKHUX
MEPOIPUATHH.

[Tocne yxuHa OHa 3axBaTWiia C COO0OM HEJOMUTYIO OYTBUIKY CYXOrO KpPacHOrO BHHA H
OTTPaBUJIACh B CBOK0 KOMHATY, Pa3MBIIUIAA, Kak yOuTh Bpems 6e3 CaiitMona. OmHaKo BUHO OBICTPO
3aKOHYMJIOCh, 1 Memnucca 3ackydana. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, ycTaB OecCIieNbHO TIa3eTh B TEMHOE OKHO,
OHa yJerliach B KpOBaTh, HO COH He Inel. [IpomasBiImch OUTHIN Yac B TIIETHBIX MOMBITKAX YCHYTD,
Jlucca monHsIach W pelria MONTH MOHEKUTHCA B BAaHHE, HO HE ycIeja OHa 00JIauuThCsl B CBOM
IIEJIKOBBIN XayaT, KaK B IBEpb TUXOHBKO MOCTYYaJIH.

— CaiimMoH, 3TO ThI? — oTo3BaJlach Menucca. J|Bepb OTKpbUIACh, U HA MOPOre MOSBUJIICS
MIPUHII.

— A TBI €IIle KOT0-TO KJajla? — JIYKaBO MPUILYPHUJIICS OH.

— Her, — Oypknyna JIncca oomxenHo. — Tebe erre moBe3y10, 9TO ThI HAIeI MEHS KUBOM.

— U xak 3T0 mOHUMAaTh? — HAXMYyPUJICA MMPUHII.

— Sl 4yTh OT CKYKHM HE yMepJa, IT0Ka Thl TaM pa3BieKaics!

CaiiMOH 3aKaTHJI I1a3a.

— Tl mpeKpacHO 3Haelllb, KaK s HECHABUKY 3TH «Pa3BICUCHUS»!

— 3Har, — B3JI0XHY/Ia JAEByllKa. — HeHaBuauIb, HO BCE PABHO XOMUIIb HA ATH Oallbl U
Opocaeli MeHs OJIHY B KOMHare!

— He Opocaro, a mpocto mponry mocUJeTh 3/1ech HEMHOro, — CallMOH OIYCTHJICS Ha
KpoBaTh. — TbI OJDKHA TOHUMATh, YTO 51 HE MOTY MPOMyCKaTh 0ansl. MHE HYKHO OBIThH TaM.

— Ilonumaro. Ilocnymai, Calimon, — Jlucca cena psgom ¢ HUM. — [[oOMHUIIB, THI MHE KOE-
4TO 00€Ial, HO TaK ¥ HE BBIMOTHUI?

CaiiMOH CHOBa HaXMypHJICS.

— Sl Bcerma BBHITIOJIHSIIO CBOM OOEIIAHMS, TOTOMY YTO HHMKOTJA HE OOCIAl0 HEBO3MOKHOTO.



Tak o yuemM uaeT peub?

— 51 TOBOPIO O TOM, UTO THI TOOOEIIAT MHE, KOT/Ia IMTOCEJIII B 3TOM KOMHAare. Thl TOBOPHUII, UTO
s CMOTY TYJISITh 110 BCEMY 3aMKY, TJI€ 3aX04y, a s I[eJIbIMHU JTHAMH [MOYTH HUTIE HEe ObiBat0. MopeHa
Kak-TO 0OMOJIBIJIach, YTO y TeOs 3aMeydarenbHas Ju4yHasi Oubnnoreka, Ho oHa 3amnepra. M Ha TBOM
KaOWHET, s TyMaro, Yy MEeHs €CTh paBo. YecTHO roBops, 3Ta ClaJibHS MHE y)K€ OcTouepTera.

— JlagHo, — kuBHYN npuHil. — OOenanue Tede Il MeHS 3aKOH.

OH BBITAIMII U3 KApPMaHa YBECUCTYIO CBSI3KY KIIFOUEH.

— Jepxu. Tenepp Tbl MOXKEb XOAUTH KYy/1a TOJBKO MOKEIACb.

Jlucca motsHyIach ObUTO 3a CBA3KOM, HO CaliMOH BIAPYT OTJACPHYI PYKY.

— Hert, nogoxau.

OH oTHEenui OT CBA3KU OOJBINON KJIH0U CTPaHHON (POPMBI, MOTEMHEBIINMN TO JIU OT CTAPOCTH,
TO JIU OTTOrO, YTO UM PEAKO MOJB30BAIHNCH. [IpUHII cripATan K04 B KapMaH U CHOBA MPOTAHYI
Menucce CBS3KY.

— Teneps onu TBoU. MoKelllb M0JIb30BaTHCA MU B JIF0O0€ BpeMs.

— A kak xe TbI? — cnpocuia Menucca. Ona 3a0pana y CaiimoHa kiroun. CBs3ka oKazayack
JNOBOJIBHO-TAKH TSKEJIOMN.

— Kaxercs, s yxe ToBopui TeOe OHAXKbl: MHE HE HY)KHBI KJIFOYH, YTOOBI OTKPBIBAThH JIBEPH.
S Homly uX ¢ co0OM CKOpee MO MPHUBBIYKE, HEXKEIHU M0 HEOOXOAMMOCTH, TTIOTOMY YTO 3Ta CHjIa —
HeJaBHee npuoOpeTeHue. KpoMe Toro, — mpuHI] yCMEXHYJICS, — Y MEHsI €CTh 3aracHbIe.

— U paxe TOT, KOTOPBIM ThI CHSUI OTCIOJIa? — OCTOPOKHO MoMHTepecoBanack Jlucca. Eit
OBLIO0 JIFOOOMBITHO, UTO 3a K04 CaliMOH HE 3aX0TeJI €M OT/1aBaTh.

— Her, 3TOT Kak pa3 oAuH, © OH MHE HYXEH.

— A OT Kakou OH JBepu?

— Ot OonblON >Xenme3HoM, — ykJIoHuMBO oTBeTws CaliMmoH. — W nmaxe He aymay
JOTBITBIBATHCS, TA€ OHA HAXOJUTCS U UTO 34 HEU.

— He Oyny, — moo0emrana Jlucca.

CaitMOH erle HEMHOIrO TOCHJIEN y Hee U ymen Kk cebe. Jlucca ycenmach Ha kpoBarh. OHa
MOJIy4MJia TO, UTO XOTeJla — 3aBETHYIO CBS3KY Kitouel. Termepb MOXKHO ObUIO I€pecTarh TPaTUTh
BpeMs BITYCTYIO U 3aHSThCA JIEJIOM — TIOMCKaTh B 3amke CaliMOHA 4YTO-HHOYIb HMHTEPECHOE.
HagepHsika 3TOT JpeBHUM 3aMOK CKpbIBaJ B ce0€ MHOXKECTBO TaifH, kKoTophle JIucca He poyb ObLIa
Y3HATb.

OHa Jieryia cnarh ¢ MBICJIBIO O TOM, YTO CKOPO HAYHET UCCIEN0BAHUE KPEIIOCTH.
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Korma nBoe oGopoTHel BBeIM B TPOHHBIN 3aJl XPYNKYIO JEBYIIKY B c€poM Tarbe, Jlucca
MMOYYBCTBOBAJIa HEBOJBHOE pa3apakeHue. «Hy gom, onsamou/»

OHa BcnOMHMJIa CBOM MEPBBIN IeHb B poiin Ppeitnnnbl. Ceifuac Bce ObLIIO TOYHO KaK TOTAA —
Ta K€ XyleHbKas OJie[Has JACBYIIKA, T€ K€ JIBOC YCTPAIIAIOIMMX OXPAaHHUKOB, M Ta K€ caMasi TeMa
it pazroBopa. [locost BapiiokoB CHOBa MpHIILIa 0OpaTUTHCA K MPUHILY ¢ MPOochOoi 0 momornm. C
T€X mop, Kak JIncca mosiBUIach BO JBOPIIE, J0Yb MPEABOAUTEINS BApPJIOKOB MPUXOAUIIA K MPUHILY
y)K€ B 4ueTBepThId pa3. I HEM3MEHHO Mepe/ €€ MPUXOJAOM B Ta3eTe MOosBIsUIach uHpopMaius 00
OYEpPETHOM HCYE3HOBEHUHM JeTe. Buepa Menncca npounTana OqHy U3 3THX 3aMETOK, HO Ha CEeH
pa3 cooOIeHUE O IOHBIX BapJIOKaX, MOXUIIICHHBIX CPeb Oea THS MPsSMO U3 COOCTBEHHOTO JoMa, He
BBI3BAJIO Y HEE HU BO3MYILCHUS, HU KaloCcTu. «Tax um u Haoo, — nonymana Jlucca. — B xonye
KOHYO08, OHU 8€0b 8Ce20 UL HeYUCHb, XOMb U euje MAleHbKAs!»

Tannyna cHsia ¢ TOJIOBBI KAMIOIIOH U MpHUcesia B KHUKCEHE.



— A npuna. ..

— Jla 3HaeM MBI BC€, 3a4€M ThI OISTh MPUTALAIACh, — TUXOHBKO OypkHyna JIncca CKBO3b
3yObl M TYT K€ Moiimana ynupleHHbIM B3I CaiimoHa. Tpu cecTphl-(PpeiyinHbI €/1Ba 3aMETHO
NEPErISIHYINCH MEXKy COOOH.

— 41 B Kypce, 3a4eM BbI NIPUIILIH, — CKa3aJj MPUHII, IEPEBOS B3I Ha nmocia. — U s yxke B
COTBIM pa3 Jjal0 BaM TOT K€ OTBET. Sl HE MOT'Y HUUEro NPEANPUHSITE O€3 Coriacusi KOPOJIECBBI.

[Tocnenuue cioBa MPO3ByYalid ¢ €1Ba YIIOBUMOU JOCAJIOH.

— Tak nmoroBopute ¢ Hel, mpouly Bac! — B OOJBIIMX CepbIX IIazax Tamrynsl OJeCHYIH
cne3bl. — Heykenu Bbl HE MOXKETE MOHATh HAC U BOMTHU B Haile noyioxxenue? Heyxenu B Bac HET
HU KarlIl COCTpaJaHusi?

CalilMOH He OTBeJNI B3MNIsIIa OT €€ IMIa3, CMOTPEBUIMX HAa HEr0 C TsKENbIM ykopoMm. Jlmcca
YCMEXHYIIACh — TMOYEMY-TO €€ 1103a0aBUJIO BhIpaXKEHHUE JIMIA Toca. Taryna MoKocuiIach Ha Hee
U, TIOX0Xe, XOTeJla MPOKOMMEHTHPOBATh €€ CMEITIOK He B camoi BexiuBon dopme, HO CailMoH el
HE MO3BOJIMIL.

— 4 ckaszan cBoe mocneaHee CI0BO, — XOJOAHO MPOU3HEC OH. Taimyna nepesena B3NIAA Ha
Hero. — Jlaxke ecnu Obl U OBUIO Y MEHSI COCTpaJlaHHe, OHO HE M3MEHUJIO Obl POBHBIM CUETOM
HUYETO.

— KoHeuyHO, 0 KaKOM COYYBCTBHM MOXET UJATH pPe4yb, — THUXO Hporeauna Tamiyna cKBO3b

3yObl. — BceM n3BecTHO, YTO Y BAMIIUPOB HET HUKAKUX YyBCTB!

Onna Tonbko Menuncca 3Hana, Kak CUJIBHO 33/I€JIM MPUHIIA 3TH CJIOBA, BEb COBCEM HEAABHO
OHA caMa HMMeEJla HECYACThE CKa3arb €My MOYTH TO k€ camoe. OHa moHanesuiach, 4ro CallMOH
ceiiuac HaOpOCUTCSI Ha JIEBYIIKY U OoTopBeT e rosioBy. OgHako CailMOH OTpearupoBall COBCEM
nHave. OH NOHSIICA C TPOHA U POBHBIM TOJIOCOM XOJOJIHO MPOLIEIHII:

— VYoOupaiics npoub. W 4TOOBI OOJibIllE HUKOTZIA HOTA TBOS HE CTymaja Ha IMOPOT 3TOro
nBopual

CrpakHUKHU Tpy0O MOIXBATHIIM JACBYIIKY MO PYKH U MOTAIIIK K BbIXony. OHa HE ynmupasach,
HO BCIO JIOpOry a0 JBepeil Opocana uepe3 Iuiedo HenoOpeie B3misabl. Korma nsepu 3ana
3axJIOMHYIHUCH 3a cinHOM Tarmmynsl, JIncca nmodyBcTBOBasIa ynoBieTBopeHue. Ho B cnemyronmii Mur
OHa noiiMasia Ha cebe cTpaHHbIi Hemuratoumit B3miaa LllapnoTTel u ynusnenHsiid B3op CaiiMoHa U
nopasusiacb coOcTBeHHOMY Oeccepieunto. Jlucca mocMoTpena Beiel Jo4epd Bapiioka, U
HEOXKUJAHHO € CTalo XaJlb ATy XpaOpyl0 U CaMOOTBEPKEHHYIO JIEBYIIKY, KOTOpPasl TOJBKO YTO,
OTYasIHHO 3alMIIAsi CBOW HapOJ, OCMEIHJIACh OCKOPOUTH MPUHIIA B M0 COOCTBEHHOM JIOME.

— Hanerocsk, aTa neBuiia 31ech 0oJbIlie HUKOTAA HE TOSBUTCS, — 3asBuiia Jlucca, Korjga oHu
C TPUHIIEM MPUILTA B ero kabmHer. @peinuabl yxe ynum obenarb, U Jlucca ¢ CaitMoHOM
OCTaJINCh HACIMHE.

— Oro, — yIuBIEHHO BCKUHYII OpOBU MPUHIL U yCeJICs B CBOE JIt0OMMoe Kpecio. — Tebe-To
OHa YeM He yrojauiia?

— Omna Ha3Basa Te0s BAMIIMPOM, — XMYpO oTo3Banack JIucca. — Pa3Be Tbl He 3011 Ha Hee?

CailMOH CyXO YCMEXHYIICH.

— Bce Mou nopggaHHbIe UMEIOT MPABO CUUTATh MEHS BAMIUPOM. Tak MpencTaBUI MEHS UM
Mo# orent. OH ObUT CHJIBHEHIIIMM BaMIIMPOM B BBICHIMX Kpyrax TEMHBIX CHJI, eMy 0€30TOBOPOYHO
BEPWJIM U MOAYMHSUINCH. ECIM OH CKa3aj, 4To €ro ChIH POAUJICS BAMIIMPOM, 3HAYUT, JIJI BCEX TaK
oHo u Oyzner. Iloka s eme OblT B yTpoOe Marepu, OTell JIeJesyl MEUTYy O CbIHe-BaMIIMPE, O TOM, UTO 5
CTaHy €ro MPEeeMHUKOM, TPUMY IIPECTOJI M KOPOHY, Oyly MpaBUTh CTPAHOM MOCJE ero CMEpPTH U, B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, CTaHy, KaK W OH, CHJIbHEWIIMM BammupoM MuaHaiita. Ho Bce ero oxxugaHus u



HaJIeXKbl PYXHYIU B OJHOYACKE, KoTaa s pomwics. OH ObUI CTpAIHO pa3odyapoBaH, y3HaB, UTO S
BaMIIUD JIMIIb HA TPEeTh. YECTHO TOBOpsA, 1 JO CUX IOP HE IMOHUMAK, KaK OH MOl HaJesThCH
IPOU3BECTH HA CBET YUCTOKPOBHOI'O BaMIIUPA, KEHUBIIMCh Ha BeapMe. Ho OH eme He 3Ha Bceu
npaBasl 0 Moe cuse. [loka s Obul MajdeHbKUM, OJIHA JIMIIL MaMma 3Haja, KTO s TaKOM Ha caMOM
nene. OcTabHBIM YJIEHAaM CeMbU ObUTa M3BECTHA TOJBKO TMOJOBHHA MpPaBibl — TO, YTO BO MHE
cMelnanach KpoBb Marepu-BeJIbMbl U OTIa-Bamnupa. Ho HUKTO He Benan niaBHOro. Most 6alyiika
M0 MarepUHCKOW JUMHHUU ObUIa OYEHb CUJIBHBIM W MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM IIIAMAHOM, M €€ Ccuja
nepeaach MHE B TOJTHOM 00beMe. MaMa MOTUXOHBKY, BTailHE OT BCEX, y4uJia MEHS 00Opalarses ¢
ATOW CHWJIOW, CITPABIISITHCS C MOIIBIO MOETO Japa.

— Bor modemy ThI ymeens KUJaThb OTOHBKHU? — YIBIOHYBIIMCH, cripocuia Menucca. [lpu
YIIOMHHAHUH O MOLIHOM Jape€ OHa BAPYI BCIIOMHMJIA, KaK BIIEPBBIC YBUJENA ATy CUIIy IIPUHLA B
NENCTBUU, KOT/Ia BMeCTe ¢ JIeHH BO3BpaIlaJIach C 03€pa B 3€MIISIHKY.

— Jla... A oTKyza Thl 3Haellb, 4YTO 5 00J1a/Iat0 Marueil OTHEHHBIX MyJb? — yauBuics CailMOH.

— B oaun u3 mepBbIX JHEN Moero mpeObiBaHus B MujHaiiTe s Bujena TeOs B jecy. Tbl
paccTpesinBal AePEeBbs BOKPYT ce0sl, pa3BECUB M0 HUM MOPTPETHI KOPOJICBHI.

CaitMOH OB MOTPSICEH.

— Ts1 Obl1a TOTAQA B JIEcy... U s He 3ametun!

— brna, 51a eme ¥ He OfHA, a ¢ OEIIBIM 3aTBOPHUKOM, — ropao coobumuta JIncca. — A ThI
MPOITYCTUJI MUMO YILIEN U HAIM TOJIOCA, U IOPOX KYCTOB, B KOTOPBIX MBI CIIPSATAIUC.

— 3Haelb, OT BAMIUPOB MHE IEPENATNUCH TOJBKO CaMbleé OTBPAaTUTEJIbHBIE MPU3HAKH —
KJIBIKM, UMEIOIIME OOBIKHOBEHHUE BbLIE3aTh U3 JIECEH, KOTJa HE Hal0, U TO, YTO MHE HEOOXOTUMO
U3peaKa MUTh KPOBb, UTOOBI HE YMEPETh. A BOT OCTPBIM CIIyX S HE YHACJEA0BaN, TO3TOMY 00JIaat0
caMbIM OOBIKHOBEHHBIM. 3Hasi, Kakoid o0Opa3 >KM3HU BEIYyT 3aTBOPHUKU B MujHaiTe, 0COOCHHO
Oersibie, MOTY C YBEPEHHOCTBIO CKa3aTh, YTO Bbl OU€HBb XOPOIIIO CKPHIBAIUCH.

— Bo03MOXHO... — moxana mieyamu Jlucca. 9TOT MOMEHT OHAa MOMHUJIA CMYTHO, ITOTOM)
41O, KOrAa J[eHu ToJKal ee B YKPBITHE, BO BCE IMIa3a pa3misabiBajia HEOOBIYHBINM KOCTIOM MPHUHIIA, a
MIOTOM BII€PBBIE JIMIIE3peiia HACTOSIIYIO Maruio B JeHCTBUU. — U ThI, K TOMY K€, ObLIT 3aHST.

CaiiMOH BIIpYr HAXMYPHJICSL.

— Teneps ThI 3Haelb eile Koe-uTo 000 MHe. Hajneroch, To, 4TO 51 BRIHYXKJEH MUTh KPOBb, HE
3aCTaBUT T€0s OTHOCUTHCS KO MHE KaK K BaMIIupy?

— Ilepectann, — obopBana ero Menucca. — S e 3Hato, KTO Thl U Kakoi Thl. Ho mouemy Thl
HE MOXEIIb PACCKAa3aTh BCIO MPaBy CBOUM IOJJAHHBIM ?

CallMOH CHOBa HAXMYPHJICS U TSKEJIO B3IOXHYIL.

— S omozpgan. Tloka s ObUT MaJIeHBKMM, MHE HE JlaBalld U pTa packpbiTh. Korma s BeIpoC, 5
y)K€ HE MOI H3MEHHUTh OOIIECTBEHHOTO MHEHHMS, Ja M, B OOIEM-TO, B 3TOM He OBbUIO
HEOOXOAMMOCTH. A TOClieé CMEPTH OTIla 3TO CTaJlo €lle U onacHo. Bpemena ObulM M OcTaroTCs
TPEBOXKHBIMH, U MHE BBITOJHO, YTOOBI MEHSI CUMTAIM YHACJIEOBABIIMM CHUJIBI MOErO OTIa, TOTOMY
YTO €T0 YBaXKaJIM U OOsUTHCH. A TIpaBy 000 MHE 3HAET TOJIbKO MopeHa 1 Teneph BOT €llIe Thl.

«U ewe yenas kyua sameopnuxog! — nonymaia Jlucca, BCIOMHUB, Kak BeHnau pacckaspiBana
el 0 CMEIAaHHOM MTPOUCXOXKJCHUU NIPUHIA. — HHmepecHo, 20e oHu 3mo packonaniu?»

— Tenepp Tl NOHUMAEIIIb, IOYEMY 5 HE B OOUJI€ HA TEX, KTO HA3bIBAET MEHS BAMITUPOM ?

— Ho TbI Besib BeITHAM 3Ty IE€BUOHKY, Tamnyny, — HanoMHuia Menucca.

— Brirnan. Ee nmoctynok, KoHEYHO, ObLT XpaOpbIM, HO CITYCKaTh 3TO €l C pyK HUKAaK HEJb3sl.
Ja, mist Bcex s BaMIIUp, HO S €Il U HACJIeIHbIN MPUHII, €ClId Thl 3a0bUTa. A I€p3UTh MPUHILY HUKTO
HE UMEET MpaBa.



— BaxHas Tel nmepcoHa, Mmucrep npuHi! — ycmexnynach Jlucca. — M kak TOJIBKO Baile
BBICOYECTBO YMYIPHUIIOCHh TaK HU3KO MACTh — KPYTUTH IIAIIHU C YEJIOBEKOM, /1A €IlE U HA IJ1a3ax y
BCEU CTpaHbI?

CaiiMOH paccepauics.

— Ilpekparu, — umkHy1 oH Ha Menuccy. — TeOst MOXKET KTO-HUOyAb ycibllaTh. B aTOM
OoOUTATUIIE CTIJIETHUKOB U 3JI0SI3bIYHUKOB JIAXKE Y CTEH €CTh YIIH.

— AX na, 1 u 3a0bu1a, — 3akaruia miasza Jlucca. — UepT Bo3bMH, KakK k€ MHE HaJo0eJa 3Ta
KOHCTIHpamus!

— Ho ¢ 3TuM HUYero He mojeaeb, — pe3ko oTBeTHI npuHIl. — [loiaem, Tebe Hy)KHO ere
yCIIeTh Ha 00€e]1 B Tpane3Hyro s GpenuH.

JIucca cpasy noHukna.

— Tlouemy MHe 00s13aTeNIbHO HAJI0 C HUMHU 00efarh? — >KalloOHO cripocuia oHa. — Pa3sBe s
HE 3aCIY>KMBaI0 XOTh OJUH 00€e1 ¢ TOOO?

— Munasi, 3TO g HE 3aclyXKHBaK 00e/1aTh ¢ TOOOM, — THUXO OTBETWJI MIPHUHII, TIepeces K Hel
Ha JIMBaH U OOHSJI JEBYIIKY 3a ruieun. — [IpocTtu, HO Tak Ha/0. Eciau Thl Xouelh COXpaHUTh cede
AKU3Hb, T€OC MPHUJIETCS UTPATh B 3TY UTPY, IOTOMY YTO HO-APYrOMY s HE CMOTY 3allMTUTH TeOs. A
KOJIb CKOPO ThI H300pakaeib (perinHy, TO JOJKHA BECTH ce0s Kak (peiiiHa U NeTUTh Tpamnesy
C ApYyruMHu ppeimHaMHu.

Jlucca B3noxHyna. «Bom 300po8o, euje 00HO 3acCmonbe 8 KOMNAHUU IMUX Panbuiu8ox!»

— Kpome Toro, ecinu KoMy-HUOYAb B31yMaeTCsd MEHsI OTPaBUTb, MHE HE XOTEJIOCh Obl, UTOOBI
MOU JieTycTaTop OWJICS B MPEACMEPTHON arOHUU B TBOEM MPUCYTCTBUHU.

IIpexxne yemM Menncca ycrena MNOHSTh, B LIYTKY OH 3TO CKaszal WA Bcepbe3, CailMOH
MOJIHSUICS C IMBAaHA Y HAIIPABUJICS K IBEPHU.

OH npoBOANA ACBYIIKY A0 TPANIE3HOM.

— Ilocne obena momHuMarcs Kk cede — s Oyay *&Kaarh TeOs, — MPOIICNITAI OH € Ha yXO U
YIIAIUIICS.

Menucca npolnpia B Tpane3Hyro U ceia Ha cBoe MecTo HanmpotuB LllapnorTel. Cron ObUT yke
HaKpPBIT, BUHO Pa3auTo 1o OOKaiaMm.

— Yto-TO THI 3ama3piBaciib, [ 'abu, — 3amerniia DineoHopa. — Mbl Te0s yKe 3K JaTHCh.

— W xotenu HaumHath 0e3 TeOs, — nqo0aBuia M3abenb, HaKpyurBas Ha Mayiel] Npsb CBOUX
MIAKAPHBIX CBETJIBIX BOJIOC.

— Tak HaunHanu Obl, B UeM ke Jieao0? — OypkHyna Jlucca u Hanmuiia cede B Tapeliky cyma U3
MoJuTIOCKOB. Ha Bropoe ceroans Oblia xxapeHas opeis, Ha fecepT OyrepOpoasl ¢ KpaCHON HKPOH.

— Ceromas 4To, PBHIOHBIA AeHB? — moMmopumiack Menucca. OHa Bcerma MPOXIIATHO
OTHOCHUJIACh K MOPEIMPOIYKTAM.

— Tloxoxe Ha TO, — ToXkaja miedyaMu ineoHopa. — [lonpoOyit BUHO. DTO KaKOW-TO HOBBIN
COpPT, DPK30TUYECKHH, TOJBKO CErodHS JOCTABUJIM M3 BHEIIHET0 MHpa. Y HEro HeoObYalHO
HACBILICHHBIN BKYC.

Jlucca HenmoBepunBO mocMoTpesia Ha Ookan. Cujs 3a Tparne3oi ¢ ¢peismHaMH, OHA BCETa
KpalHE HACTOPOKEHHO OTHOCUJIACH K MX MPEJIOKEHUAM BBIIIUTH BUHA. 3a CTOJIOM OHA BBIIWBAJIA
He Oonbire omHoro Ookama. Cectpbl TOpHBYZ MOCJE BBIMUTOTO BHHA CTAaHOBUJIUCH CIIHIIKOM
pPa3rOBOPYMBHIMU — UCKIIIOUCHHEM, MMOXKany, Obuta [llapnoTTa, KOTOpas HUKOTAA HE Haylerajaa Ha
BUHO, Jla M B IIEJIOM Beja cels 3HAaYUTENbHO cephe3Hee cecTep. Jlucca Toxe crapanach He
37I0YyMOTPEONISATh BBITUBKOM, YTOOBI HE IMocienoBarth mnpuMmepy WM3abenb U DneoHOpHl M HE
CHeNIaThCsl OONTINBOMA.



OHa 0CTOPOXXHO MPUTYOUJIa BUHO.

— Jla He Ooiics T, — xuxukHYyna M3adens. — He orpasneno!

Jlucca ¢ mogo3peHneM cienaia napy riioTKOB.

— W npaBpa, BKYC JTOBOJIbBHO HEOOBIYHBIM, — MpHU3HAJIA OHA U OTIWJIA OJHUM MaxoM elle
nonookana. M Tyt ke noiimana Ha cebe npucTaibHbli B3I LllapiaoTTel, cioBHO Ta oXujaia, 4To
yeTBepTas (peilsinHa BOT-BOT YHaJeT 3aMepTBO. Meiucca OTCTaBujia B CTOPOHY OOKal U
BBICKOYMJIA U3-3a CTOJIA.

— Cnacu00 32 KOMIaHUIO, JIEJU, — BHINAJINIIA OHA ¥ HAMPABUJIACH K BBIXOJY.

— Jlaxxe HE chemb OyTepOpoIuK? — yAUBIECHHO 3aXJionalia KyKOJbHBIMU Tiiaskamu M3abens.

— Cnacu0o, 5 cbITa 1Mo ropiio, — Memnucca OBICTPHIM IIATOM BBIIIUIA U3 TPANIE3HON M, OTOW IS
Ha MOPAI0YHOE PACCTOSIHUE OT JABEpEH, MpuUItycTuiaa 6erom, mogoOpas moaos miareksi. Bero gopory
€ Ka3aJjocCh, 4TO €€ MO MATaM MpeciaeyeT BHUMATENbHbINA, OCTPbIi B3I LIapmoTTel.
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Korna ona, 3ampIxaBlmch, BOPBajlach B CBOIO cniajbHiO, CaiMOH yxke ObUT TaM. OH moJTyiexan
Ha KpoBaTH, OOJOKOTHUBIIMCH Ha TOAYIIKH, W JIMCTAl Kakylo-TO TeTpaaky. EnBa yBunes ee,
Menucca B MOMEHT MOHSUIA, YTO Mponaia: COACPKUMOE TETPAJKU BPs JIA MPHUIILIOCH PUHILY 10
Tylie.

C percrBa Menncca 3amMedarelibHO pUCOBajia, U B IOCIEIHEE BpEMs, CTpazas OT CKYKH,
4acTeHBKO Opaliach 3a Kapanjail u Oymary. B utore y Hee coOpasics HeOOIbIION anb0OMUUK, THE
Ha JIMCTaX JIEHb 3a JIHEM MOSBISUIOCH TO, 0€3 4ero OHa O4YEHb CKydaja: €€ POJHOM /oM, caf,
CECTpHI, OTEIl, €€ KOIIKH U coOaKa.

— IlpuBer, — Jlucca nomonuia Kk KpoBaTu U MoIMbITanack 3a0pars y CaitMoHa aas00M, OTHAKO
MPUHI] HE CICIMJ €ro OTJaBarh. Ero B3mIAm ObUT MPHKOBAH K OMHOW cTpanuile. Hakoner, oH
MOJHSIT Ha Menurccy 11a3a U Kak-TO CTPaHHO TOCMOTPEIT Ha HEe.

— Kr0 310, JIncca? — copocuil OH XOJIOAHO, pa3BopaunBas pucyHOK K Memnucce. OHa ¢
JIETKUM YJIMBIICHUEM IMOCMOTpEIa Ha HAPUCOBAHHBIA Ha Pa3BOPOTE MOPTPET KPaCHUBOU JEBYIIIKH,
HE MOHUMasl, TOYEMY UMEHHO OH 3aMHTEPECOBa MPUHIIA.

— D10 Mo4 cTapuias cectpa. Ee He cTalio HECKOJIBKO JIET Ha3aa. A B 4eM Jeio?

— Hu B yem, — oTBeTWUJ MpUHI] OTCTpaHeHHO. — WHTEepecHbIe y TeOs pucynku. OcoOeHHC
TOT, HAa TIOCJICHEN CTPAHUIIE.

Ton Caiimona Hamyran Jluccy, 1 OT €ro BHUMAarelbHBIX NIa3 3TO HE YKpbUIOCh. Eil maxke He
HaJ10 ObUIO OTKPBIBATH MOCIIEIHIOI0 CTPAHUILY, YTOOBI BCIIOMHUTD, KTO Ha HEH M300paxeH.

DTOT PUCYHOK OBbUI clieJlaH Ha JHsX, Koraa Jlucca menslid 1eHb NMpocujiesia B OJUHOUYECTBE B
cBoeil koMHare. CailMOH B TOT JIEHb yexall KyJa-TO U3 JIBOPIla U BEPHYIICS TOJIbKO K Beuepy. Ho B
ATO BpEMs PUCYHOK YK€ ObLT HaJ€KHO CIPSITaH, a MBICIIH, KOTOPbIE ObUIH B TOJIOBE Y XYIOKHUIIBI,
MoKa OHa paboTaja, 3a0bIThI.

CaitMOH OTKpBUI MOCHenHI00 cTpanuily. Ha Helt Obutn m300pakeHbl psgoM jwuia Jlenu u
Jlxeiica, a HaJl HIMA — €T0 COOCTBEHHBIN MMOPTPET.

— Tebe He TOHpaBWIICS ITOT PHUCYHOK? — HATAHYTO IOMHTEpecoBaiack Memnucca. —
Xouelllb, 51 TOPBY €ro?

— Hert, — oto3Bancs CaiiMOH JieAsSHBIM roiocoM. — 1 x04y, 4TOOBI Thl MHE OOBSCHUJIA, KTO
9TH JBOE.

Jlucca 3anymanace. Eii He x0oTenoch cenyac BcnoMuHars HU J[xeiica, Hu Jlenu. Meiciau o ee
OBbIBIIIEM BO3JII00JICHHOM BBI3bIBANIM Y HEE TPYCTh C OTTEHKOM CThIJIa, BEJlb OHA JaBHO Halwia cebe
IPYroro, B TO BpeMsl KaKk OH HABEpHSKa BCE €IIE XKJET €€ B peasibHOM mupe. O JleHu ke en He
XOTEJIOCh AYMAarb IO APYrOW MPUYMHE: OHA O CHUX MOpP HE MPOCTUIIA €My Ty CCOPY MEpEen ee
BCTPEYEN C IPUHLIEM.

— OHu ObUTH MOMMU JIPY3bsIMU, — COBpasia Menucca, Iisiig NpUHILY B TJ1a3a.

— Sl ne Bepio Tebe. Thl HapucoBaga MEHs PAJIOM C HUMH.

Jlucca B3noxnyia.

— Thl HAO HUMH, — OHA TKHYJIA MAJIbIEM B PUCYHOK. — Buuiim?

CaliMOH OCTaJICSI HEJOBOJIEH OTBETOM.

— He mepexwuBaii, — cka3zana Jlucca ycrokauarorie. — OHHM U3 BHEIHEro Mupa. S 00JbIIik
HUKOT]Ia HE YBIDXKY UX 000UX.

Menucca ckazana npaBay, X0Tb U He BCrO. OHa XOpoIllo MOHMUMaNa, YTO BPsiJ JIM BEPHETCS B



CBOUl MUp, U HE COMHEBAJIaCch, 4YTO OoJiblie HEe BCcTpeTutTes ¢ Jlkeiicom. A BoT Jlenn... KTo 3Haer,
rze oH ceituac? JKuB i, cBOOOICH, UM CHOBA TOMAJI B TIJIEH, UK TTOTHO?

— Hukornma He roBopu «HUKOTIa», — mpoBopuyas CaliMOH, HO TOJOC €ro BCE XK€
noteren. — U capsiub 3TOT anps00M, 4TOOBI OH OO0JIbIlIE MHE Ha I1a3a HE MOIMaalcs.
— XOopolIo.

CaiimoH Opocui aibOOM Ha TyMOOYKY Y KpPOBATH.

— Kak npomen o0en? — CMEHUI OH TEMY.

— Xyxe Hekyna! — nomopumiack Jiucca. — MHe kaxeTcs, s 00JbplIe HUKOTAA HE CMOTY
CIIOKOMHO ITOECTh PSIAOM C HuMu!

— B ueM n1eno? — HaxMmypuiics npuHIL. — YUTo TaM y Bac mpoU301UIo?

— Hudero oco6eHHOTr0, €CIM HE CYUTATh TOTO, YTO OHU 3ayMajid MEHSI OTPABUTH!

— C yero TbI 3TO B3s1a? — JIMIO NPUHILIA BBITSHYJIOCH OT U3YMJICHUS.

— C TOro, 4ro CHayajga OHM MPEAJAraroT MHE BHHO M IMPU I3TOM CMOTPAT HAa MEHS TaK,
CJIOBHO 5 JOJIKHA 3a0UTHCSA B KOHBYJIBCHUSIX, BBIITUB €r0. A TOTOM MBITAIOTCA JOOUTH 3aKYCKOM.

— VY T1e0s napanoiisi. Mou ppeisinHbl — MUJIbIE I€BOUKHU. S| yBEpEH, OHU U HE IyMAlOT HU O
4yeM oA00HOM, TeM 00JIe€ UTO B 3TOM HET COBEPIIEHHO HUKAKOrO CMbICIIA. Y CITIOKOMWCS, 10porasi.

OH nonenosal ee B HOC.

— Bce nopmansho, JIucca. Tol 3pst 6eCIOKOUIIIBCS.

Menucca KuBHYa, HO HE MPHUHSJIA €r0 CI0BAa BCEPhE3. «A umo, eciu ece-maxu He 3psa?» OHa
Obuta a0COIOTHO yBEpEHa, YTO ¢ (peiIMHaMu NMPUHLA LIYTKU IUIOXU, XOTh OH JOBEPSIET UM U
BUJIUT B HUX BCETO JIUIIH MPEIECTHBIX BEIbM.

— MoxkerT u 3ps, — cKazajia OHa, JeJas BUJ, 4TO conacuiacbk. — Ho 3TO HUYEro He MEHSET,
TBOU «MUJIbIE IEBOYKM» BCE €Il HACTOSIIME TaJUHBIL.

CaliMOH JIMIIIb TOKA4aJI TOJIOBOU.

— 3Haemp, Thl CWJIBHO U3MEHUJIACH 32 ITOCIEIHEE BPEMs, — 3aJyM4YMBO IPOM3HEC OH. — B
Te0e MOSIBUJIOCH YTO-TO... HE TO.

— Ecnu He cuuTtarh Moeil mapaHoln? — sI3BUTENbHO oTo3Banack Jlucca. Ho muo Calimone
OBUIO Cepbe3HbIM. Menucca HaXMypHUIIach.

— YT0 THI UMEEIIL B BUTY?

— TwI cTana arpeccuBHOM. S BUXKY B T€O€ CTOIBKO 37100bI, KOTOPOU paHbIle HE OBLIO.

— U B uem 310 BhIpaxaercs? — He noHsia Jlucca. OHa He mpUIIOMHMIIA, YTOOBI 3aMeyana 32
co0o Takoe.

— Hanpumep, B TBOEM MOBEAECHUN CETOIHS YTPOM B TPOHHOM 3aJie.

— Ho s... — Jlucca 3annynacek. Teneps OHa BCIOMHMIIA: OHA JIEWCTBUTEIHLHO YTPOM ObLia
paznpaxkeHa 0e3 BUAMMBIX NMPUYMH M €/IBa HE BBILJIECHYIAa CBOI HEOOBSICHUMYIO 37100y Ha
HecuacTHyro Tamnyny. — S He moHMMaro, B YEM TYT JEJIO, YECTHOE CJIOBO!

— 3aro s nouumaro. Kaxercs, Haie ¢ ToOOM 00IEHHE BPEIUT TBOEH XPYIKOU uenoseyeckou
HaType, — OH HAMEPEHHO MOJUYEPKHYJI CJIOBO «4YeJIOBEYECKasH. — Thl CTAaHOBUIILCS 3J1€€ CO MHOM.

— Yro THI Hecenb?! — Bckpuuasia Menucca. — S Bce paBHO HE OTKaXych OT TeOs, Jlaxe
€CJIM CTaHy CaMbIM 3J100HBIM YYJOBUILEM B Mupe!

CalilMOH [10TO BIVISIABIBAJICS €M B Ia3a, CIOBHO MIA B HUX MNPU3HAKHU JKU, HO 3TU CJIOBa
ObUTH a0COJIIOTHOM TMpaBIoil. MBICIIb O TOM, YTO € MPUAETCS MPEKPATUTh OTHOIICHHUS C IPUHIIEM,
Obuta 1711 Menrcchbl HEeBBIHOCHMA.

— Xopoio. A paa, 4To THI TaK AJyMaclllb.

CailiMOH MOJHSIICS ¢ KpOoBaTH U puoim3uiics K Jlucce.



— S moroBopro ¢ MopeHoii Hac4yeT TeOs, — THXO CKazal OH. — MOoXeT, OHa 3HaeT, B 4eM
TENO.

OH nouenosan Menuccy Ha npolanue u yien. JIncca npoBoaniia ero B3NISLIOM U 3arepiia 3a
HUM JBeph. OHa penmiia ceiiuac HeMHoro nocnarb. Ho, enBa mpuces Ha KpoBarhb, JIncca Opocuia
Oemblii B3MIAL Ha TyMOOUKY, TJ€ JIeKasl albOOM C PUCYHKaMH, U BCIIOMHUJA, YTO MOOOeIaia
CaiimoHy cipsiTaTh cBoM HaOpocku nojainsiie. B3noxuys, Jlucca 3anuxana anp00M 1moj MmaTpac.

«Ymo o1c, 5mo 6vi1 MHe ypoK, — ToJiyMana AeByllKa. — B ciedyrowutl paz 6y0y ocmopodichee
C PUCYHKAMU).

OHa cHOBa OKMHYJA B3IVISIIOM KOMHATy, U TYT €€ BHUMaHHE MPUBJIEKJIA CBSI3Ka KJIIOYEH Ha
CTEKJISIHHOM CTOJIMKE B yIIy KOMHATHL. JIMcca BCHOMHMIIA O CBOEM HAMEPEHUH IOTYJIATh 110 3aMKY
U pa3BeaTh, YTO B HEM €CTh UHTEPECHOr0. J[0 CuX 1mop y Hee He ObUIO BpeMEHU Ha MOXOXKICHUS —
CaiiMmoH OCTOSIHHO ObUT psiiloM. Terneps ke MpeICTaBUIICS OTIUYHBIN IIaHC.

Menucca cxBaTuiia CBA3KY, CpsiTalla €€ B KapMalleK Ha IUIAThE U BbIIUIA U3 KOMHATBHIL.

[lepBbIM J1e10M OHa coOMpanach CIyCTUTHCA BHU3, YTOOBI OOIIAPUTH BCE, HAUUHAS C TIEPBOTO
sraxka. Ho mo mopore eu monanachk Ha Ia3a MaJeHbKas HENMPUMETHAs JBEPb U3 TEMHOTO JEPEBA.
JIBepb ObLIa €TMHCTBEHHOW B 3TOM KOPHUJAOPE U MOUTH CIUBAJIACh CO CTEHOM.

JIucca noneprana asepsb. 3anepro. «Mumepecro, umo mam?»

Menucca gocrana cBs3Ky kiroueid. HyXHbIM K104 OHa Hallia JOBOJBHO OBICTPO — KPYITHBIM,
C MaJIeHbKUMU 3a3yOpuHamu. [IoBepHYB €ro B 3aMKe JBa pa3a, OHa, HaKOHEIl, OTKpbUIA JIBEPh U
BOLUIA.

OHa ouytusiach B HEOOJBINONW KBaJpaTHOW KOMHAre, CIUIONIb 3aCTABICHHON CTEUIaKamMu C
kHuUramu. Ha moiy KoMHaThI jiexkann TEMHO-3€JIeHbIN KoBep. B nanbHeM yrity B cTeHe Oblia apka.

«Bom ona — nuunas 6udruomexa Caumonal» — nounsna Jlucca, orasapiBasch 0 CTOPOHAM.

OHa THUXOHBKO mepeceksia komHary. KoBep ckpanpBan cTyk KaOiaykoB mo noxy. Jlumcca
MpOIUIAa Yepe3 apKy U OKA3aJIaCh B MAJIEHBKOM CYMPAauHOM KOMHAaTKE C IMBAaHOM, ITApOU Kpecen U
TOpsIIMM KaMHUHOM. Y KaMHHA B OJHOM U3 Kpecesl CHEN MOJOAOW MYXYMHA M YUTaa OOJBIIYIO
TOJICTYIO KHHTY. YCIBIIIAB IIATH, OH PE3KO BCKUHYI TOJIOBY M, OTOPOCHUB KHHTY, BCKOYHJ U
COTHYJICS B TOJIynokJIoHe. Ho, mpruCMOTpEBIIMChH, TOTYAC BBIIPSIMUIICS U OBICTPO 3aJI0MOTANT YTO-TO
Ha HEIMOHSITHOM S3bIKE. BCTpeTUB HEAOYMEHHBIN B3IV Menuccesl, OH 3aMOJ4yai, a MOTOM BAPYT
CIIPOCHJI, TIPOU3HOCS CJIOBA C IBHBIM aKLEHTOM:

— KrT0 BBI Takas, cenpbopura?

— Men... — Haydana ObUIO IE€BYyIIKAa, HO BCHOMHHUB O KOHCIIMPAIMU, OBICTPO NONPaBUIIaCh: —
Mens 30ByT ["abpuaiia, s ppeiiinaa ero BEICOYECTBA.

Myx4nHa U3yMJIEHHO YCTaBHJICSI HA HEE.

— A BBl KTO Takoi? — B CBOK O4Y€pellb IMOWHTEPECOBAIACH JEBYILKA, Pa3IIsiAbIBas
cobecennrka. OH ObUT IOBOJILHO MPUSITEH BHEIIHE — CMYIJIas KOXa, YePHbIE KaK CMOJIb BOJIOCHI U
OpoBH, TaKHE k€ YepHbIE YChl U akKyparHas Oopoaka. Ha mpaBoii pyke oOHapyKHJIOCh KIEHMO —
3HAYUT, OH U3 NPUOIMKEHHBIX TPUHIIA.

— Moe nmsa Cepxruo, — OTBETUII MYXUYMHA U CJErKa MOKJIOHWICS. — S XpaHUTEIb JIMYHOW
OMOJIMOTEKH €ro BEICOYECTRA.

Tenepp mnpunuia ouepenp Menuccsl yauBnAThes. (OHa Bcerga ImpencraBisia  cede
OoubmuoTeKkapeil MOXUIBIMH MHHHUATIOPHBIMU JKEHIIMHAMH B CTPOTHX MPSMOYTOJIBHBIX OYKax, a
ATOT BBICOKUM CMYTJIBIA KpacaBell HUKaK HE Bs3aJicsa ¢ 00pa3oM XpaHUTENsE OMOINOTEKH.

— 4 ciyxun 371€ech ele Tpu KOpoJie, U TENEPD S CIYXKY €r0 BbICOYECTBY MIPUHILY, — MOSICHUI
Cepxuo. — A Kak BbI ITONaJK Crofa, nifia bonita? Kntou ot XpaHunaui@ ecTh TOJBKO y IPUHLA U Y



MEHS.

— W y mens1, — ynwionynace Jlucca. — Ca... To ecTh, IpUHIL Jal €r0 MHE HE TaK JaBHO.

— Excelente, — ynpiOHysncsa 6ubnuorexaps e B oTBeT. — He xkenaere i mpucects, belleza?

Jlucca cena Ha qUBaH M YIbIOHYNnach Myx4uHe. Eil moHpaBuiiach Manepa CepXuo TOBOPUTE
MONEPEMEHHO Ha JIBYX S3bIKaX — 3By4asio 3a0aBHO U B TO K€ BPEMsS OYEHb KPACHUBO.

Cepxuo MOMHSUI C TOJa KHUTY, KOTOPYIO YUTall J0 Mpuxona (PpeiuHbl, U MOJOXKWI €€ Ha
CTOJIMK.

— 4 paHbllie Bac He BCTpeUas, — 3aMeTUJI OH. — BbI BeJlb HETaBHO BO JABOpIIE?

— [a, HaBepHOE, — mnoxaja nmiuedamu Menncca. — Heckobko MecsIeB.

— CtpanHo. A Bbl ObIBaIM Ha payTtax Beiciieit ToMbI?

Jlucca MrHoBeHHO BcmomMHMIIa cioBa CallMOHa O TOM, YTO €{ €Ille paHO MOKa3bIBaThCA HA
TOpKECTBAX.

— Her.

— 3Ha4YuT, CKOPO BaM NPEJCTOUT TaM MoObiBarhk. [loBepbTe, 3TO CKyUHEiIIee MEPONIPUATHE
U3 BCEX, UTO MPOBOJATCS B 3TOM zBopIie. Esto es terrible!

Jlucca Tonbko ycMmexuynachb. CTpouTh u3 ceOs ObIBallyl0 BelbMYy mepes TpeMs (ppeitnmHamu
ropaszo Jierde, HEXEIW TepeJ] IEeJIOM TOJIMONH BaMITMPOB, KOJIJAYHOB M IIPOYMX oOHMTaTenci
Mugnaiita. Tak 4To €il IBHO HE MIPUAETCS CKy4aTh HA 3TOM MEpONpUsITUn!

— HamHuoro untepecHee Oanbl, — mpomomkan Cepxuo. — OHHU OOBIMHO MPOBOMATCS Ha
cleaylonmi JeHb mocie payroB. Jt1o... Entretenido. JloBonpHO yBnekarenbHo. Bcerma odeHb
3aHATHO TIOCMOTPETh Ha MOTYIIECTBEHHBIX KOJJIYHOB M BIMSATEIbHBIX BaMIIUPOB, KOTOpPHIC
COPEBHYIOTCSI HE B CUJIE, a B KPACOTE CBOMX KOCTIOMOB!

Menucca nogusina 6poBu. Kak Obl HM ObLTM UHTEPECHBI 3TH MEPOIPUSITHUS, € ONpPeIeICHHO
He XoTenoch Tyna nomnacte. Ho CaiiMoH, pa3yMmeeTcs], €e comiacusi CIpalMBarh HE CTAHET, €CIIH
PELIUT BHIBECTHU €€ B CBET.

Cepxuo TpofoiKajl pa3liaroyibcTBOBaTh O Oajax M KOPOJIEBCKUX Mpuemax, a Jlucca tem
BPEMEHEM YKpaJKOH pasmisasiBaia ero. Eciu Obl OHM MO3HAKOMIJIMCH B €€ MUpE, OHA Cpa3y Moriia
Obl cKa3aTh, 4YTO OH WHCHaHel] uiau apreHTuHen. Ho 3xech, B MujaHaiite, pa3auuyuii B
HAIlMOHAJIBHOCTH HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO — OblIa JIMIIh pa3HUIA B MIPOUCXOXKJACHUU: KTO-TO POAMIICS
BaMIIUPOM, KTO-TO KOJAYHOM uiu BapiiokoM. Ckopee 6ceco, Cepxuo — Ko1OyH, — TPUKUHYIIA
Jlucca Ha mia3ok. OHa yXe HaydyuJiach OTJIMYATh BapJIOKOB OT KOJAYHOB — HYKHO OBLIO BCErO
JIUIIb MOCMOTPETh HA MaNbIbl. Y BapJIOKOB MaJIbI[bI TOJCTHIE, HEYKIIOKUE, U JJI1 KOJIJAOBCTBA ATH
CYIIIECTBA MCIOJIB3YIOT TYOBI, TPOM3HOCS 3aKJMHAHU. Y KOJIYHOB Bce MoO-Apyromy. Ux cuia
3aKJTI0YAETCS B MajbllaXx — JOBKUX M HenkuX. Y Cepxuo majibllbl ObUTH TOHKHE, YXOXKEHHBIE U
aKKypaTHBIE.

«On mouno xondyn, — mnoaymana Jlucca, yaei0asch npo cedsi. — Bapnoxku He HACMOIbKO
XOpouto creodsm 3a coOolU, oazxce me, YMo CAYIAHCAM NPU 080PEd

— Ckaxure, Cepxuo, Kak NOJIYYWIOCh, 4YTO BbI TOBOPUTE Ha JAByX S3bIKax? —
noyro0onbITCTBOBaNa Menucca.

— 1 nonroe BpeMsi KUl B MUpE JIOJIEH, — YIBIOHYIICS KOJayH. — Koraa s 3akoHYUIT CBOE
oOydeHue 371eCh, POAUTEIN OTIPABWIM MEHS B YEIOBEUYECKYIO escuela, 4ToObl s TmoNydusl dpyeue
3HaHus. MM xoTenock, 4TOObI 51 ObII OCOOEHHBIM, KAK OHHM — OHU TOXK€ OOydajuch BO BHEIIHEM
MHDpE.

Menucca cnymana O6onatoBHi0o Cepxuo, KOTOpbIM Bce Bpemsi HasbiBan ee «bellezay —
«KpacaBullay, MOKa HE 3aMeTH/a, YTO OrOHb B KaMuHEe TouTu goropei. Tosbko Torma Jlucca



BCIIOMHMJIA, 3a4CM OHaA IIpUIIa CIOJA4a.

— 3naete, Cepxuo, — ckazana Jlucca myxunne. — Bbl 0O4eHb HHTEPECHBIN COOECETHUK, HC
MHE I0pa yXoauThb. MeHs xkayT nena. M3Bunure.
— He wusBunsiiTech, cenboputa ['abpusiia, — pacrmibuics B yiasiOke Cepxuo. — S Bce

noHnmaro. Opeinraa NpuHIA HE MOXKET HAJO0JITO MPOINACTh U3 €To MmoJid 3peHus. Ho MblI Benp enie
YBUAUMCS, BEPHO?

— KoneuHo, — 3aBepuiia ero IeBylKa U NOJHSUIACH ¢ 1uBaHa. — J[o ckoporo.

Cepxuo rajgaHTHO ITOLEJIOBAI €M pyKy. Menmncca nmpu 3TOM Cllerka hcmyraiach, IpEeACTaBUB
cebe, uro caenan Obl ¢ OemupiM mapHeM CaiiMoH, eciu Obl 00 3ToM y3Han. OHa eme pa3s
nomnpoianachk ¢ Cepxuo u OBICTPO HAMPABUIACH K BBIXOY.

OxkazaBumcey B Kopuaope, Jlucca omisigenach mo cropoHaMm. Bokpyr ObUIO THXO U MYCTO, H
NEBYIIKA pelmia NPONOJDKUTh UcclienoBaHuE 3aMka. OHa CIyCTWIAach Ha IEPBBIM ATaK,
OCTaHOBUJIACh Y TIOJHOXKUSI MPAaMOPHOM JIECTHULIBI, AyMas, C 4Yero Obl HaYaTh, M PElIMia MOUTH IO
KOPHJIOPY HAJIEBO OT JIECTHULIBI — IMOYEMY-TO UMEHHO 3TOT IYTh MOJICKa3ana € HHTYUIUS.

Kopunop Obul HE OuU€Hb SIPKO OCBEIIEH M COBEpIIEHHO NycT. Jpyrue kopuaopbl Obuin
YKpallleHbl KAPTUHAMU U U3SIIHBIMU CKYJIBITYPAMU, BE3/E CTOUIN CKAMEWKH, C BBICOKUX OTOJIKOB
CBUCAJIM BBIYYPHBIE JIOCTPbI CO CBEYAMM. 3JECh K€ HE ObUIO HMYETO MOJOOHOTO0, JHIIb TOJIbie
CTEHBI U IPOCTHIC, HUUEM HE IPUMEUYATEIbHbIC HACTCHHBIC JIAMIIBI.

«Hasepnoe, smo u ecmo Kpwiio, 20e sHcusym ciyeu», — penmia Menucca. CailMOH Kak-To pa3
TOBOPWJI €M, YTO BCSA €ro MpHUciayra — I0Bapa, FOPHUYHBIE, JAKEW M MPOYHE — JKUBET Ha
LIOKOJIBHOM 3TaXX€E B OTACIBHON YaCTH 3aMKa.

Jlucca cBepHyna HalpaBo, YBEPEHHAs, YTO CeMYac YBUIUT JIECTHUIY, BEAYLIYIO K CHAJbHIM
CIYr, HO 4YTO-TO BIPYI 3aCTaBUJIO €€ OIIAHYThCA Ha3alx. OHa 3HaJa, YTO CIYTH U TOPHUYHBIE
IIOCTOSSHHO CMEHSIOT APYT APyra, KpOMe TOro, B 3TOM KOPHUIOPE, IO JIOTUKE, TOJKHBI HAXOIUTHCS
U uX paboure MOMENICHUWs, TaKue Kak IpadyedyHas W KoMHara s umThs. Ho xopuaop mo-
npexHeMYy ObUI IMYCT, KPYTrOM CTOsiIa TUIIMHA, U JIuccy 3To HacTopoxkusio. OHa CBEpHYJa 3a Yroy U
BMECTO JIECTHUILIBI YBUJIENIA IPYTOM KOPUI0p 0€3 OKOH — OH ObUT OY€HB JUTMHHBIM U YBOIUJ Ky/a-
To B TeMHOTY. Cnerka B3BoJHOBaHHasl, Jlucca mpomormkuia cBo myTh moutu O6erom. Kopumop
ITOBOpaYMBal €IIe HECKOJIBKO pa3, U, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, YIIEPCS B JIECTHUIY, KPYTO YXOHSIIYIO BHH3.
COexxaB mo Hel, Menucca BbICKOUMJIA HAa OCBELICHHOE IMPOCTPAHCTBO M €]Ba HE Bpe3alach B
MACCHBHYIO KEJIE3HYIO IBEPb.

Tenepp neBymKa CTOsUIa B KPOLIEYHOM 3aKYTKE, PACCTOSHHUE MEXAY ABEPBIO M JIECTHULIEH
ObUIO He OoJbllle MeTpa. Y MOIYKPYIIOrO MajeHBKOTO 3apellieueHHOr0 OKOHIIA, Yepe3 KOTOpoe
CIOla TIPOHUKAJ CBET, BUCEN HAa BOUTOM B CTEHY P>KaBOM T'BO3JI€ MACJIsHBIA (DOHApH, a PSAIOM B
penieTKy ObUT BCTaBJIE€H KOPOOOK CITUYCK.

Jlucca moneprana ABepb. 3ameprto. JleBylka oOparuiia BHUMaHHE Ha BUCAIMM Ha JIBEpU
OompIoi 3amMok. Takod 3aMbICIOBATHIM, TPOMO3JIKUI — HaBEpHAKA CTApUHHBIM, OH OJiecTen B
TYCKJIOM CcBeTe (POHAPS, CJIOBHO €0 KTO-TO PETYIASIPHO YUCTHIL.

Menucca BbITanmiia U3 KapMaHa CBA3KY KJIIOYEN M TIIATENBHO PacCMOTpENa KaKIbI U3 HUX.
K 3aMKy HE TOAXOAMII HU OJUH — BCE KJIFOUM OKA3JIMCH CIUIIKOM MaJCHbKHUMH.

N Tyt JIucca BcnomHmiia, uro CaiiMOH OTAal €M HE BCE KIIFOYU.

— Ot kakoi ABEpH ITOT KIIHOY?

— Ot 60JIBIION XKENTE3HOM. . .

«Tom xnroy 611 makou 300posenHdll, No0 cmames d3momy 3amxy. Eciu Catimon ne 3axomern
MHe e20 omoasamy, 3HAYUM, 3a IMOU 08EPbI0 KPOEMC S HeYMO 04eHb 8ANCHOe, 4e20 MHe 8U0emb He



nonodiceno, — paccynuna Jlucca. — A ecaiu smo OeticmeumenvHo max, mo s Npocmo 00A3aHa
yeudems, umo mam! Y Caiimona ne 00nHCHO Oblmb OM MEHs CEeKpemos, HO OHU GCe Jce eChb,
C1e008aAMENbHO, MO MOdcem OblMb KAK-MO C8A3aHO0 €O MHOU. H 00adcHa 6vlKpacmv Ki4Y U
nonacme 3a 3my 08epb, 80 Umo Obl Mo HU cManol»

JIucca Opocunace HaBepxX M, MOAXBAaTUB JUIMHHBIA MOJOJ IUIAThs, CO BCEX HOI mobOexkana K
Mopene.
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JIucca nocryuana B 1Bepb. JIekapka OTKphUIA €1 Cpa3y kKe.

— Yro-T0 cinyunnocs? — HaxMmypuiack MopeHa, OIISEB BCIIOTEBIIYI0O M 3albIXaBUIYOCS
TOCTBIO.

— MHe HY)XKHO ¢ TOOOM OTOBOPUTH, — CE€PbE3HO OTBeTUIa Menucca. MopeHa BIycTuja ee u
TUIOTHO 3aKPbLia JBEPb.

— Yrto mpoumsonuo? — Jekapka ykaszajia Menucce Ha CTyll, M Ta IUIIOXHYJIAach Ha HETO,
MBITASICh OTIBIIATHCS.

— I'oBopu ke, JIucca! Uro-to ¢ CaiimoHnom?

— Her, — ormaxnynace Jlucca. — C HuUM-TO Kak pa3 Bce B mopsake. Ho Bce OyaeT He B
MOPSAJIKE CO MHOM, €CJIM Thl HE PACCKAXKEIIb MHE, UYTO HAXOAUTC 32 KEJIE3HOM JIBEPHIO B IIOBAJIE.

MopeHa MrHOBEHHO CTajla YEpHEE Ty4H.

— 3HA4YUT, Thl BCE-TAKU HAIIUIA 3TY JIBEPb.

— Harmwta, n xouy 3HaTh, OT YEro OHA MEHS OTHENSET.

MopeHa nokayasua rojoBou.

— IIpocTu, HO g He Mory cka3arh Tebe. Eciau CaliMoH He xoueT, 4TOObI Thl 00 3TOM 3HaJA, 5
HE MMEIO MpaBa UATH MPOTUB ero Bojiu. OH Beb Aas TeOe He BCE KITIOYH, BEPHO?

— Bepno, — Oypknyna Jlucca. — On 3abpan y MeHs OfWH, U 3TO HaBEepHAKA ObLI TOT, YTO
MHE HYXEH.

— 3Hauurt, y CaiilMOHa JeHCTBUTEIBHO €CTh BECKUE MTPUUYUHBI HE ITyCKaTh T€0s 3a 3TY JBEPb.

Menucca noHypuachk.

— Ckaxxu MHe XOTs ObI oj1HO. JT1a TaiitHa CaliMOHA KaK-TO CBsi3aHa CO MHOM, 1a?

— Bo3moxkHO, — noxaia miedamu MopeHa. — 371eCh CIIMIIIKOM MHOTOE CBSI3aHO ¢ TOOOM.

— Yto THI HMeEENb B BULy? — HACTOPOKMUIACh JIncca, HO JJeKapKa mpomordana.

— Panpme MHE yke HOBOAMIOCH CIbIINATH, YTO s Ionaja B MHUIHAWUT HE CIyd4amHO, —
npofoikuiaa Menucca, IOHSB, YTO MOApPYyra He coOMpaeTcs oTBe4Yarb. — Ho s He 3HanIa, MOXKHO
ATOMY BEPUTH WM HeT. OTUacTu s Bepuiia. KeHIMHa, KOTOpasi MEHsI TOXUTHIIA, 3HAJIA MOE UMSL.

— Moskenis He TPOA0IKATh, — TOPHKO yeMexHyaach MopeHa. — D10 s Te0s MOXUTHIIA.

Menucca modayBcTBOBaJia ce0sl Tak, OYy/ITO CHOBA JIETUT C X0JIMa B MMYCTOTY.

— Tr1?! Kak e s paHbllie HE y3HAJIa TBOM rojoc... Ho 3auem TbI 3TO caenana?

— Tonbko HE OTpbIBal MHE TOJIOBY. S cAenana 3To no npukaszy npuHua. Ckopee naxe, Mo ero
npock0e. OH KpaeMm yxa yCibllliall, KaKk KOpOJeBa MpHKa3blBaja CBOUM CaMbiM BEPHBIM BaMIIUpam
OTTIPABUTHCS BO BHEIHUN MHUP, pa3bICKaTh TeOsl U puBecTH K Hed. CailMOH pemm1 BO 4TO ObI TO
HU CTaJIO MOMEIIATh KOPOJIEBE 3aIOIy4YUTh YeJIOBEeKa M MpuIines ko MHe. EMy Obul MHTEpeceH He
CTOJIBKO TOT (paKT, YTO KOPOJIEBE MOHAIOOMIICS YETOBEK M3 BHEIIHETO0 MUPA, CKOJIBKO TO, MOYEMY
UMEHHO Thl. OH MOMPOCHJI MEHSI pa3bICKaTh T€OsI paHblle, YeM 10 TeOs 100epyTcsl MPUXBOCTHU
KOPOJIEBBI, U IPUBECTH K HEMY, Ja0bl OH MOT YJOBJIIETBOPUTH CBOE JIFOOOMIBITCTBO Ha TBOM cueT. OH
pacckasai, kak Te0s HaiiTu. Ho y MeHst He ObUIO KJIFoua OT mopTasia, YTOObI ITOMAacTh BO BHEIHUIN
mup. W Torma g penmna npociaeInTh 3a BaMnupamMu. Kak TOJbKO OHHM HaIUTM MECTO, MOIXOISIICE
IUISL OTKPBITUSA MOPTaja, sl C IOMONIBIO TPAB U MAJIOM TOJIMKM MAaruy YCHITHIJIA UX, BOCIIOJIb30BAJIACH
KJIFOUOM W OTKpbUIa mopTan. S 3amaHmia TeOs MOmIyOke B JIeC W, MCIOJNB3YS T€ K€ CPEJCTRBA,
ycbimuia u Tebs Toxxe. Ho xoraa st mpoxoaniia yepes nmopraji oopaTHO, ...

— Tol moTepsiia MeHs1, — 3aKkoHumIia 3a Hee JIlucca. — IloaTomy 51 1 okazanach 0e3 CO3HaHUS




B JIECY, TJI€ MEHS ITOTOM HAIIUIM 3aTBOPHUKHU.

— Tlotepsina, — kuBHYyna Mopena. — U BepHynnachk onHa. S Obiia aOCOTIOTHO yBEpeHa, YTO
ThI TTONAJIa B MUIHAUT BMECTE CO MHOM, HO MPHU MPOXOKIACHUU YEPE3 MOPTaJl YTO-TO MPOU3OILUIO,
1 T€Ost OTOPOCHUIIO B CTOPOHY.

— A 4TO e KopoJieBCKue BaMnupbl? OHU Bellb TOXKE JOJDKHBI OBLIM 32 MHOM MPUNTH, HO
OMO3/1aJIH.

— Mou TpaBsbl cierka cOmim ux ¢ ToJKy. OHU TPUIILIA HE B TO MECTO U CXBATWIIM HE Ty
neBynky. OHa, K COKaJIEHHIO, TTOOIUIA MO OMMCAHKUE, TAHHOE BaMIIupaM. MeHs yTemano TOIbKO
OHO: KOpOJEBA YCTpPOMJIA CBOMM NPHUCHECIIHUKAM TaKOW pPa3HOC, YTO NO CPABHEHUIO C HUM
cKkaHAa1, KoTopelii CalitMOH 3aKaTUI MHE, ObLT IPOCTO AETCKUM JiereToM!

Mopena ycmexnynach U 3amondana. OHa BHMMarenbHO cMoTpesna Ha Menuccy. Ta cuzena,
YCTaBUBILMCH B IPOCTPAHCTBO.

— Bce 310 Tak yxacHo, — HakoHeI Hapymiia mondanue Jlucca. — CHavania Tpu roja Haszaj
HE CTaJ0 MOEH CEeCTphl, MOTOM M 5 BCleN 3a HeW mcuesna... benHbli oTell, OH, JOJKHO OBITh,
CTpAIlHO roproeT!

— A 4TO CIy4HJIOCH C TBOEH CECTPOM? — TUXO crpocuiia MopeHa.

— Xotena ObI 5 3HaTh, — TPYCTHO OTBeTUJIa Memnrcca U OTBEpHYIACh, /1aBasi TOHATH, YTO HE
XOueT MPONOJDKATh ATy TeMy. MopeHa HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi MoMoJdYalia, 3aTeM HapoduTo OOaphIM
roJIOCOM ITPOM3HECHA:

— He Oynem o rpyctHoM. [ToroBopum mydiie o genax HaCylHbIX.

— O nBepu B 1oJ3eMeNbe? — MIHOBEHHO OXHBHUJIach Menucca.

— Jla 3a0yap Tb1 00 3TOM ABepu! — ¢ Jocaaoi OTMaxHysach Jekapka. — Jlydile ckaxu, Kak y
TeOs iena ¢ ppeitmunamu?

— He 3nar0. Kak 00pvHO, — nokaina miedyamu Jlucca. — A modemy Thl CIpaliMBaciib?

— JlypHble OpeAuYyBCTBUS HE NAIOT MHE MOKOsl. X0Th CailMOH MHE W HE BEPUT, HO S TOYHO
3HAK0: PAHO WJIM MO3JHO MBI IMOCTPAJAaEeM OT PYK 3THUX raJvuH. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHU BBIKUHYT UYTO-
HUOY/Ib TAKOE, OT YETO HE MO3/I0POBUTCSI BCEM HaM — U Te0e, U MHE, U IIPUHILY.

JIucca kuBHyna. OHa ObUIa paja, YTO XOTh KTO-TO MOHUMAET W TOJHOCTBIO pa3JeisieT ee
onacenus. Koneuno, ona 3Hana, uro [llapnorra, M3abens u DneoHopa He Te, 32 KOTro ce0s BBIIAIOT,
HO BCE K€ penmia coBery MopeHbl HE CJIE0BaTh M O KEJE3HOW IBEpU B IOABAJIEC HU B KOEM
ciydae He 3ab0biBaTh. Ho celiuac Bce-TakM HYKHO ObUIO CMEHUTh TEMY, 4YTOOBI YCBHIIUTH
OUTEIBLHOCTh MOJIPYTH.

— MopeHa, s HUKora Te0si He ClpalmBaia, HO celdac Xouy Koe-4To 3HaTh. Mbl ¢ CaliMOHOM
MPOBOJIMM MHOTO BPEMEHU BMECTE, HO Y HAC €l He JOXOAUIIO 0 OJIU30CTH, €CJIM Thl IOHUMAEIIIb,
o ueM 1. OH HU pa3y He J1all MHE TOTPOHYTHCS JIaXKe 10 €r0 PYK — Pa3Be YTO CIy4anHO. S UMero B
BU]ly €r0 KOKy. OH BCE BpEMS B 3TUX CBOMX I€pUaTKaxX. 3a4eM OH UX HOCUT? UTo C ero pykamu?

Mopena 3amsinach, CJIOBHO M Ha 3TOT BOIPOC HE XOTeJa JaBarh orBeTa. HO Bce ke oTBeTHa
— Ha 3TOT pa3 NPOCTO U MPSIMO.

— Bamnupbs kpoBb. OHa HE Jae€T KOXKE TEIUIETh, HO MPOSIBISAETCA 3TO MECTaMHu, U, B
YaCTHOCTH, Ha pykKax. [Io3ToMy OHUM Bcerma XonoaHbl, Kak kKaMeHb. OH MPOCTO HE XOUET JIUIIHUN
pa3 HalOMHUHATh TeOe 00 3TOM CTOPOHE €ro CYIHOCTH.

— O... sacHo, — Jlucca npukycuna ryoy. OTBET He NpHILENCs €l Mo Aylle, 3aT0 TEnepb OHA
y3Has1a 0 CailMOHE KO€-4TO HOBOE.

PacniponaBumice ¢ nekapkod, Menucca BbIlIIa U3 €€ KOMHAThl U HOC K HOCY CTOJIKHYJIACh C
MIPUHIIEM.



— Ilpuser, noporyma, — CaliMoH 00HsIT ee. — YUTO ThI 371€Ch JIeIaeiiib?

— Hwuuero, — neBunHo oTBetmia Jlucca. — IIpocto 3anma mobonrtars ¢ Mopenoi. He ¢
STUMHU K€ MHE pa3roBapuBaTh!

CaiiMOH MOHSI, YTO OHA UMeENa B BULY APYTUX (PpeisivH, U HAXMYPHUJIICS.

— Kora 11 y’ke nepectanenis pyraTb ux?

— Hagepnoe, Hukoraa, — noxaia miedamu Jlucca. — ‘A uay orapixars.

— Wnun, — CaliMOH BBIITYCTUII €€ U3 00BATUN. — A 51 TOroBopro ¢ MopeHOM.

OH ckpbUIcs 3a 1Bephlo. JIncca mocmotpena emy Benea. «MumepecHo, 0 uem 3mo o1 coopancs
c Hell pazeosapusamsv? Yo He 000 MHe au?

Jlucca HampaBuiIack B CTOPOHY CBOeH OaiHu, HO 110 gopore ee BApyr ocenusio. Ecnu Caitmon
MOXET OTKPBITh JIOOYIO0 JBEph 0€3 BCSKOTO KIIIOYa, 3HAYUT, TOT CAMBIA KIIOY OT MOA3EMEIbS,
OTJIENICHHBIA OT OOIIeH CBA3KH, eMy He TpeOyercss umerh npu cebe. CienoBareibHO, OH MOT
CIpATaTh ATOT KJIIO4Y, HO rae? Pasymeercs, B mepByr0 ouepe/lb UMEET CMBICT MOMCKATh B €r0
criasibHe. Jlucca pe3ko CMeHMIIa HalpaBJIeHUE W YCKOPHUJIA IIar: HY>KHO ObUIO YCTIETh BBIMOJHUTH
3aaady, noka CaiMoH cuauT y MopeHsL.

OHa Hu pasy He Obuia B OammHe CailMOHa, HO JI0 CETOHSAIIHETO JTHS HUKOIJAa HE 33 TyMbIBAJIACh
O TOM, KakK BBIVISIIUT KOMHATa, rae ooutaer caM npuHl] MuaHaiita. HaBepHsika ero criajibHsi —
BOTUIOIICHHE IIMKa, OJIeCKa U BEIMYPHOCTH.

Jlucca moHsAna, 4ro ommbanach, Kak TOJbKO mMojouuia K naBepu. JIBeph Obula camas
OOBIKHOBEHHAs, HHWYEM HE NMpUuMevaTeIbHas, U, BOIPEKH OKuIanusM JIuceol, naxke He U3 KpacHOTro
nepesa. Kpome Toro, B ri1aza cpazy OpocHIOCh OTCYTCTBHE KaKOM Obl TO HU OBLIO OXpaHHbl.

«Yepm, kaxasa e s uouomka! — BHe3anHO noxymana Menucca, A8 Ha pydKy ABEpU. —
Haesepusaxa ona 3anepma, unaue Kaxkou Ovl1 6bl CMbLCI YMO-MO NPAMAMb MAM OM MEH?»

Jlucca ¢ gocanoi TpecHyla MO pydke ABEPU KYIAKOM, U, COBEPIICHHO HEOXXHJAAHHO, JIBEPb
0€33By4HO NMPUOTKPHUIACH.

«Kaowcemes, s modxce ymero mazuuecku omxpvléams 3amMKub — yxXMbUIbHYIach Menucca u
MPOCKOJIb3HYJIA B KOMHATY.

Cnanpas CaliMmoHa BeIIsiena omenoMisitome. Hacroneko, yto JIncca mpocto 3amepiia Ha
MECTE, C OTKPBITBIM PTOM IJISJII Ha YOPAHCTBO KOMHATHIL. A TTOCMOTPETh JIEMCTBUTEIHLHO OBLIO Ha
YTO: BECh MHTEpPhEp ObUI BHITOJHEH B OTTEHKaX KpacHOro. KpoBaBo-KpacHBI KOBEp Ha IOy,
TSDKEJIbIe OapXaTHBIC ajble TOPTHEPHI, APAMMPOBKA U3 0ArpoBOro arjiaca Ha CTEHAaX; HA MAaCCUBHOM
JIEPEBIHHOMN KPOBATU — KPACHBIN MOJIOT, Y KPOBATH — MPO3PAUYHBIA CTOJIUK U3 KPACHOTO CTEKJIA.

Menncca HUKaK HE OXUJalla, 4TO YBUJIUT 3lech Takoe. OHa-TO MpejacTaBisjia ceoe
MpaMOpPHBIM TIOJI, KpOBaThb B BUJE TIpoda W MPOYME CTEPEOTUIHBbIE arpuOyThl U3 (PUIBMOB O
Bamnupax. JIucca Obula HACTOJBKO IMIOKMpOBaHA BUJIOM crhiaibHu CailMOHa, 4TO Jaxe He cpasy
BCIIOMHMJIA, 32YEM OHA CIOJIa MPUIILIA.

OnomHuBIMCh, Menrcca omisiiesiach M0 CTOPOHAM B MOMCKax MeECTa, Ijie MOT Obl Jie)KaTb
Kirod. Takoe MecTo OHa BCKOpe OOHapyXuia: B JaJbHEM YIIy KOMHAThl CTOsUIa HEMpPUMETHas
KpOXOoTHasi TyMOouka. B Heil ObUIO HECKOJBKO SIIMKOB, HO JIncca mpourHopupoBayia ux. YTo-To
MMOJICKA3aJIo0 €i, YTO UCKATh HaJ0 HE B SIIMKaX.

Jlucca oTomBHHYIA TYMOOYKY OT CTEHBl M TIOHsJA, YTO HHTYUIIMS €€ He TonBena. 3a
TYMOOYKOM CKpbIBaJach MaJICHbKas HUIA B CTE€HE. B HEH, Kak W 0Xujana JEBYILKa, JeKand KoY.
Menucca cxBaTtuiia ero u Opocuiach K BBIXOY.

Ona 65aronoiyqyHo Mpeososiesia pacCTosIHUE A0 cBoel OammHu. 3anepumch B komHare, Jlucca
BBIHYJIA KJIFOU U3 KapMalllka Ha miarhbe. Ternepb oHa Oblia adCOMIOTHO YBEPEHA, YTO ATO TOT CaMbIi



kJ1t04. OH OBLT JOBOJIFHO HEOOBIYHOU (POPMBI, MACCUBHBINA U TSIKEIIBIH.
HanexxHo ynpsitaB Ki1to4 mojgaibiine B TyMOouKy, Menucca nofomnuia kK okHy. OHa Bce elle He
MOTJIa PUUTH B ce0s1 ociie yBUACHHOTO: komMHaTa CaliMOHa ITyOOKO Mmopasuia ee.
«Heyoueumenvro, umo s 00 cux nop Hu pazy mam He ovLia, — nonymana Menucca. — Kakoii

vorcac! Kpachviu — ysem Kposu, ysem eamnupos... Heyxcenu on dxcusem 6 3mou Kpoeagou
KoMHame, 4moObl Kaxcovli HO8blU OeHb HANOMuHams cebe O moM, Ymo OH HANOJIOBUHY
yyoosuuye?»

Cepaoue Jluccwhl cxalloch OT COCTPAJAHUS: TOJBKO TENEPh OHA JIEMCTBUTENIBHO IO-
HACTOSIIEMY MOHsUIa NMpUHIA. B OBITHOCTH CBOIO 3aTBOPHUIEH OHA Bcerna aymana, uro CalMoH
bmykaeiin — JKeCTOKHMH, CaMOBIIOOJICHHBIA, STOMCTHUYHBIM HApUHCC, JTOOUTEIh ITyMHBIX
yBecesnieHui u 0anoB. Ho Tenepb oHa Bujena coBceM Apyryto KapTuHy. CailMOH He KECTOK U He
srouctudeH. OH NIyOOKO HECYACTEH — MaJIBIUK, BHIPOCIIMI B HENtOOBU, MOTEPSBILMI POAUTENEH,
BBIHY)KJCHHBI MUPUTHCS C TEM, YTO BCE CUMTAIOT €ro YyJOBUIIEM... [IpuHII, y KOTOpOro OTHsIIA
MPECTON Kakas-TO CaMO3BaHKa, MMapeHb, B KOTOPOM CJIUJIUCH T€HBI KOJIIYHA U BaMITUpA.

Jlucca nponomxkana gymars 0 CaiMOHE M HE YCIIbIIAla, KAK TUXOHBKO OTBOPUJIACH ABEPH U
KTO-TO BOIIEII.

— IlpuBeT, — pa3nmaincs TUXHH MIETOT y Hee 3a CIMHOK. Menrcca 00epHYIach U YIbIOHY/IACh,
yBueB CaiiMoOHa.

— 1 mymai, Tel y’Ke CIIMIIb.

— Her, kak Buguib, — JIucca oOHsuta ero. — UTo TaM y Bac 3a TaliHbl ¢ MopeHoit?

— A y Bac? — npuurypuics Calimon. — Mebl roBopuin o Tede. O TBoeil arpeccuu, 0 TOM
no4yemMy OHa B Te€O€ MOsIBUIACK.

JIucca HaxMypuUJlach U Pa30MKHYIJA OOBITHSL.

— W uyto roBoput Mopena?

— OHa 4TO0-TO MOJ03PEBAET, HO OTKPHITH MHE ATOr0 HE moxkenana. Ckazaia TOJIBKO, YTO €
HY>KHA TBOSI KPOBb, YTOOBI BCE TPOBEPUTH.

— Oro, — mnonnsuta 6poBu Menucca. — Heoxunmanuo. [Ipsimo kak B O6oipHHIle. MHE HATH
NpsIMO ceityac?

— Ecnu xouenb, MOXelllb celdac, — KUBHYJ NMPUHII. — MopeHa ellie He CIUT, a 51 Obl XOTell
MOCKOpEE y3HaTh, UTO C TOOOM HE TaK.

k ok ok

— DTO0 3ailMeT HEKOTOpoe BpeMs, — cooOumiia MopeHa, 3arbikas KPOIICYHYIO CKIISIHKY

npoOkou. Jlucca BeITepa najuel o MmiaTok.

— 51 0OpaboTaro TBOIO KPOBb CIIEIIMATIBHBIM 3€JIbEM U BCE CKaXy TeOe MoCIe3aBTpa yTpoM.

JIucca kuBHYyNa U BCTaJA.

— Cmnacub6o, Mopena. Tbl nenaems 3TO ropa3fo Jydlle, YeM YeIOBEYECKHE Bpadd, —
yabIOHYack oHAa. MopeHa yCMeXHYach.

— He comHeBaroch!

[ToxenaB ekapke CIOKOMHOW HOuM, Menucca BbIILIa 3a 1Bepb. MopeHa, padoTasi ¢ KpOBbIO,
3anperuna CaiMOHY 3aX0AUTh, U OH X Jall Jlnuccy B kopuaope.

— OHa CKaXeT Mociae3aBTpa, — OTBETUIAa Menrcca Ha MOTYaJIuBbId BOIPOC NPUHIIA.

— XO0po11o, — OH B35 €€ 3a pPyKy. — Torja nmomaem crark.

JIucca mocMoTpesna Ha HEro BOIPOCUTEIIBHO.

— AX J1a, Thl, HABEpHOE, CTaHEelllb, Kak 0OBIYHO, BO3paXkaThb, €CIIU 51 OCTaHYCh Yy T€0s?

Menucca onycrtuna masa. [{a, panpliie OHa BO3paXkaja, KOrJa OH XOTeJ MEPEHOYEBATh Y HEE:



HECMOTpS Ha WX B3aMMHBIC YyBCTBAa, OHA HE ObLIa JO KOHIIA yBEpEHAa, XO4eT JU OJM30CTH C
neMoHoM, 1a u CaliMOH HUKOTAAa Ha 3TOM He HacTtauBai. Ho Temeps, yBUJeB ero cnajibHio, Jlucca
IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa OCTPYIO KaJOCTh K HEMY. ECiM OHaA OTKaXeT, eMy NPUIETCSA MIPOBECTU OYEPEIHYIO
HOYb B KPOBABO KOMHATE. ..

— Jla, crany, — BbIIajuia OHa, HE YCIIEB Jaxe coOparbCs C MBICTSIMU. «Bce npaguibHo», —
MOJICKA3aJl € BHYTPEHHUM rosioc. Menucca rpyCTHO B3/I0XHYJIA.

— IlpoctH, HO cerogHs MHE HYXHO MOOBITH OJHOM, — COBpaja OHA, HE IS MPUHILY B
rJ1asa.

— JlagHo, — moxai nmieyaMmu npuHL. JIncca penmiiack, HAKOHEN, 3alISIHYTh €MY B I71a3a, HO
OHM OBUTH HEMTPOHUIIAEMBI.

— Torna mo3BoJib X0Ts1 ObI TPOBOUTH TE€OS 0 CIIAIBHHU.

Menucca kuBHyna. OcTaToK MyTH OHHM Npouutd Moirda. CaliMOH MOLIEJIOBAJI €€ Ha IPOIIAHUE U
YIAIAIICS.

Jlucca 3anepna JBepb KOMHAThl M cejla Ha KpoBarb. OHA TOJBKO TENEph IMOHSIA, MOYEMY
OTKa3aJja MPUHILY: €€ MO3T BCErO JUIIb HAITOMHUJI CEP/ILLY, YTO Y HEE €CTh BAXKHBIE Jeja HA yTPO.

OrmaxnyBumch OT MbIcier o CalimoHe, Jlncca mepekiouniach Ha JKEJIE3HYI IBEPh E
nonBasie. OHa penmiia, 4To NORUJeT Tyna paHo yrpoM. CalilMOH — OOJIBILIOW JTOOUTENb MOCarh —
OyzleT B Takoe BpeMsl €Ilie B KPOBaTH, a 3HAYUT, €T0 MOXXHO HE O0OSATHCSI.

% ok %k

Menucca eqBa HE 3aBOIMIIA OT PaJIOCTH, KOTAA €1, HAKOHEL, YIaJ0Ch OTIEPETh 3aMoK. Kirou
B HEM MOBOPAUYMBAJICS OUYE€HBb TSKEJO, MPUINIOCH MPUIIOKUTh HEMAJIO YCUIIMH, HO 3aMOK BCE XK€
noanaics. Jlucca cHsia ¢ Kproyka Ha CTEHE JIaMIy, 3aXIJIa €€ U, OCTOPOKHO MPUOTBOPUB ABEPD,
HA I[IIIOYKaX BOIIUIA B TTOJBAJL.

OcBeTUB MPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYr cebs, Menucca oOHapyXuiaa, 4TO HAXOAUTCA B KOPUIOPE C
HU3KUM TMOTOJIKOM. B031yx 31€Cch ObUT TSDKENBIM, CIIEPTHIN, C 3amaxoM ChipocTu U rHuiau. OHa He
3Haja, YTO UMEHHO MOXXHO HAaWTH B 3TOM 3araJloO4HOM IOJ3EMEIbE, K4 OT KoToporo CaiMoH
TaK CTapa’jcs OT Hee CIpsTarTh, HO OblIa YBEpEeHa, UTO 37€Ch TAUTCS HEUYTO CTPAIIHO UHTEPECHOE. ..
WJIY K€ MPOCTO CTPAIIHOE.

Cierka mpurHyB rojioBy, Menucca Tmponuria BIEped W BCKOpE BbIIDIA B  OOJBIIYIO
MPSIMOYTOJIbBHYIO 3aiy. M3 MalIeHbKHX OKOIIEK MOJI CaMbIM ITOTOJKOM CKBO3b PEIIETKH JIUJICA
TYCKJIBII CBET, OCBeIllasl MbUIBHBIN MOJ U OOlApraHHbIe KaMeHHble cTeHbl. Ho He peleTku Ha
OKHaxX M HE MbUIb HA MOJy Opocwinck B miaza Menucce. OHa Teneps noHsia, noueMy CailMOH He
XOTEeJ IMMyCKaTh €€ B 3TOT moaBajl. [loToMy 4TO 3TO OBUT BOBCE HE MOJIBajl. ITO ObUIA TIOPHMA.

[To mepuMeTpy KOMHATHl pacrojiaraiich Kamephl, OOJbIIE MOX0XKHUE HA KIETKH I JUKHUX
KUBOTHBIX. [0 BCEM BUAMMOCTH, 34ECHh AEPHKAIU TOJIBKO CaMBbIX OIACHBIX 3aKJIIOYEHHBIX — Jlncca
3HaJa, 4TO JPYrue MJICHHUKHU )KUBYT B OXPAHIEMOW 3aKPBITOM 30HE CHAPYKH, Y MOAHOXKUS CTEHBI,
orpaxaroriei 3aMok. Ceilyac KJI€TKU ObLIN ITYCTHI.

Ona mnpopoipkana OIVIAIbIBaTh MOMEIIEHUE, W BIPYr B JAJIbHEM YDy KOMHATHI pa3fajcs
KaKOM-TO PE3KUU 3BYK, U U3YMIICHHBIN I'OJIOC BOCKIUKHYII:

— Memmcca?!

Barnsg JInucceel meTHyICs B yroi, K Kamepe, U3 KOTOpOM IoHeccs Bo3riac. B kiieTke cuaenu Ha
Moy JIBe JACBYIIKH. YBHUAEB IUIeHHUI, Jlucca B yxace BbIpoHWIa (QOHAPH, U TOT Pa3zoMiICs
BapeOesru. [opsimii GUTHIEK OTIPHITHYA B CTOPOHY U MOTYX B MBLIH.

— DOTO BbI! — OYHYBIIMCH OT MOTPsICEHMS, Menncca OonycTUiIach Ha MOJI BO3JIE KaMEPHI U
KPYIVIBIMU OT U3yMJIEHHS Ta3zaMu nocMotpena Ha Benau u Ileimx. OHU TOXKE CMOTpENU HA HEE:



[Tenxk — ¢ BbIpaXEHHUEM 1IOKA HA JINIE, BEHIM — C JIETKUM YAUBICHUEM.

— Kaxk BrI croa monanu?

— Mpb1 Ob1 X0T€NIU CIIPOCUTH T€OSI O TOM ke, — TepBoi 3aroBopmia Benau. Ee romoc 6w
XOJIOZIEH KaK JieJl, a B3I IPEUCIIONHUIICA HeoBepusi. — ThI IpUIINIa Crofia oAHa, ¢ (hoHapeM, B
HIMKAPHOM IJIAThHE. . .

— Mb1 gymanu, Tl yke JaBHO MepTBa! — mnepebuna ee Ilelimx. Ona roBopuia JackoBO H,
Ka3aJoch, ObUIa OUYEHB pajia BUJAETh MOJIPYTY.

JIrncca MrHOBEHHO BCITOMHMJIA KOIIMAP UX MOCIIEAHEN HOUU B 3€MIISTHKE.

— Mmne nosesno. Mui ¢ Jlenu... — Jlucca cmyrmiiack. OHa HE pemmiIach CKa3arh MOAPYram,
yro Jlenn Opocun ux paau Hee. — Ham ymamock BbIOparhCsi U3 3aBajioB U cOexarb. MbI jg0ir0e
BpPEMSI CKPBIBAIIUCh. ..

Menucca cHoBa 3amonyana. Eif 0 MHOrOM XOTENOCh MOBEAATHh IJICHHUIIAM, BEAb OHA TaK
JTABHO WX HE BHJEJA, U OHU HABEpHsKA XKaXJajlu y3HaTh, 4yTo ctaynioch ¢ Jlenu u Jladnoii... Ho
Jlucca npexkpacHoO MOHUMAJA, YTO €€ PACCKA3 MOXKET 3aTSHYThCA HAa HECKOJBKO YacOB, & € HU B
KOEM CJIy4ae HENb3s 3/1€Ch 3aJICPKUBATHCA HA TAKOE JI0JITOE BPEMSI.

— Taxk rae xe Teneps Mo OpaTuk? — crpocuiia [leipk, sBHO BOTHYACh. — OH KUB?

— U rne apua? — moaxBarmna Beaau. — U kak ThI Bce ke 3/1eCh OKa3ajaach?

Jlucca HepBHO OMIISTHYJACh HA BXOJ B KOMHATY.

— He Ootica. CrpaxxHuku ObLUTH 3/1€Ch HEJIABHO U BEPHYTCA TOJIBKO BEYEPOM, — B TOJIOCE
Benau mocnblmanack HacMellka, CIOBHO €€ Mo3abaBuil cTpax Menucchl ObITh MOMMaHHOM 3a
Pa3roBOPOM C ILICHHUIIAMH.

— Jlenu... OH...

— TI'oBopu xe, oH xuB?! — [lel Kk MpOCyHyNna PyKH CKBO3b PELIETKY M cxBarmia Jluccy 3a
TUICYH.

— Sl He 3nar0, — Jlucca onmycruia ria3a. — $ paccranach ¢ HIM HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB Ha3a/l.

— Paccranacbe? — nognsia 6pos Benan. — U kak 3T0 moHUMAaTh?

— MpbI cepbe3HO MOB3IOPUIIM, 51 YIUIA W OOJbIIE €ro He BHUENAa. A TMOTOM S BCTPETHUJIA
MIPUHIIA, U ¢ TeX TIOp s 371ech, B Jpendymn-xomte. [IpunIy caenan MmeHs cBoer GppeiTnHOM.

— Ymo?! — XOpOM BOCKJIMKHYJIH NIJIEHHULIBL

— YmaMm cBouM He Bepro! — BbijoxHyna Ilenmxk. — ToI uT0, cTana geMoHoM?!

— Tenepr g Beagpma, — Menucca NpUNIOAHSIA pPyKaBa IUIAThsl M TOKa3ajla PUCYHKH Ha
pykax. — He Hacrosmas, pasymeerca. ITH 3HAKH CAejaja MoApyra NpUHIA, Jiekapka. CaliMOH
3a4E€M-TO pEIMJI BBECTH MEHSI B CBO€ OKpyXeHue. UToObl HE BbI3BIBATH IMOAO3PEHUM, OH
MpeACTaBUIl MEHSI BCEM TON IPYrUM MMeHeM. Sl He 3Haro, 4ero OoH J0OuBaeTcs, HO 5 Bely 37eCh
CBOIO JICSITENBHOCTh. Buepa s ciyyaliHO HaOpelia Ha BXOHd B Moja3eMelibe U Bhikpana y CailiMoHa
KJIIO4 OT JBEPH, BEAYIIEH CIOJAa, a CEroAHs pelria MOCMOTPETh, YTO 31ech Takoe. Ho g m
MoJlyMaTh HE MOTJIA. ..

— Yro Hangenp 31ech Hac? — ycMexHynachk Benau. — MBblI 3/1ech CUIUM €1IE C TE€X NOP, Kak
YEpPTOBBI OXOTHUKHU Pa3rpOMUIN 3eMIIAIHKY. Korga oHM moMmManu Hac, cpa3y Ke MPUBE3JIU B 3aMOK
u Opocwin B 3TO moazemenbe. Hac coOupanuce MOCENuTh C JAPYrMMU JIIOAbMU Y CTEHBI, HO
MMOYEMY-TO MEPETyMAaIH.

— Mpbl noaciaymmBaiv pa3roBOPbl OXPAHHUKOB W JIPYITUX IUIEHHUKOB, KOTOPBIX CHOJA
NpUBOIUIN, — ckazana [leimk. — MbI cripliliany, 4To y NMPUHIIA TOSBUIIACh HOBas (peitnnHa. U
emie — uto Menucca Onapuk, KoTopas yKe AaBHO HaXOAMTCS B PO3bICKE, OECCIENHO Hhcuesna.
Ecnu yecTHO, MHE U B TOJIOBY HE MOTJIO MPUNTH CBA3ATH JIPYT C APYTroM 3TH (HaKThl!



— MeHs BOT 4TO yauBIS€T, — 3aQyM4YuBO NpousHecina Benau, paccmarpusas Menuccy
CKBO3b pemeTku. — Kak Te0s He y3Hanmu Bo nBopiie? TebOst uckano Bce KOPOJIEBCTBO, s CIBIINIANA,
JaXXe B Ta3eTax Iedarajyd TBOM NOpTpeT. Bce 3HarT, Kak Thl BBINIAAUIIL, @ Thl IPECHOKOMHO
pasryJIMBacllb 10 3aMKY, © HUKTO HAYETO HE MOI03pEBAET?

— Jla Te1 mocMoTpH Ha Hee, — [leik oOBena pykoit Gurypy JIuccel B IIEIKOBOM IIaThe. —
Thi ObI cama B )KU3HU HE y3HAJIa €€, €CJIM Obl paHbllie BUJIEIa TOJIBKO Ha TOM mopTpeTe!

— Iloxainyil, — HeyBepeHHO coriacuiiachk Benau.

— Moiil nmopTper Hamedarajid JIMIIb OHAXbl, KOIJa sl ObLIa €Il 3aTBOPHUIEH, a ceiyac s
cuJIbHO M3MeHmnach. K Tomy ke, CaliMoH Halesn MeHs OyKBaJIbHO uyepe3 mapy JHEH Mocie Toro,
KaK BBIIIUIA TA3€Ta, U PACHOPSANICS MPEKPATUTh MOUCKU U U3BATHh TOT BBITYCK C MOUM MTOPTPETOM.
C Tex mop s clexy 3a MyOIuKaIusaMH B Ta3eTax, U TaM OoJbllle HU4ero 000 MHE HET.

— A d4ro ctano ¢ lapuoit? — cnpocuna Ilelimx, Bo3Bpamasch K TOMY, YTO IJICHHUIIAM Tak
HE TEPIIECJIOCH YCIbIIATD.

— Hwuuero He cramo, — B3moxHyna Menucca. — JKuper cebe mpuneBaroun. Pabotaer
opuUHaHTKON B TaBepHE CBOEro oTna. Toiabko BOT 30ByT ee Crema, a He [ladna.

— To ecTh, ThI XOUYCIIb CKA3aTh. ..

— Jla, oHa Benbma, — kuBHYJA Jlncca. — M 310 OHA npuBesia OXOTHUKOB K 3€MJISTHKE.

— Kommap, — momopumitacs Ileiimx. — Cpenu Hac ObUTa BebMa, a MBI 00 3TOM JaXKe HeE
I10JI03PEBAIIH.

Bouapunocs monuanue. Kaxnas u3 AeBylek Jymana O CBOEM.

— Hano npuaymars, Kak BBITAMTh BaC OTCIO/Ia, — HakoHell npou3Hecina Jlucca. [IneHHuIbI
MEPETIISIHYJINCD.

— MaHue kaxertcs, (ppeilimHa ero BbICOYECTBa BpPSJ JIM YEM-TO CMOXET HaM IIOMOYb, —
CapKacTU4YeCKH Bo3pasuia Benau.

— 51 BCe paBHO MOPA3MBICIIO HAJA 3TUM, — OTO3Bajlach Menncca U MOAHSIIACH HA HOTH. —
Mue nopa uATH, TOKa MEHS HE XBAaTWIHUCh. Eciii MeHs MoWMaroT, s HE CMOTY OOJbIIEe MPUNTH
croza.

— Torma cobepu ockonku OT (oHaps, — mnocoBeroBasna Ileimk. — A TO OXpaHHUKHU
JIOTAJIAF0TCSI, YTO 3/1€Ch KTO-TO OBLIL.
— Jla, Touno, — Jlucca ObICTpO coOpaja OCKOJIKH, CJIOXKHJIA UX B CaAMOM JIaJlbHEM YLy

MOMeEIIeHNUsT U 3a0pocaja MbUIbI0, a METAJUIMYECKU KapKac 3akKomaja Ioj BOPOXOM COJIOMBI B
OJIHOM U3 OTKPBITHIX KaMep.

OHa yxe coOpanach yXOIWTh, HO TYT €{d B TOJOBy Hpuluuia ujaes. Bo3MOXHO, CIHIIKOM
pucCKoBaHHas U Oe3paccyaHasi, HO Bce ke Jlucca Oblia yBepeHa B €€ MPaBUIIbHOCTH.

— Kcrartn, a kak Bac TyT KOPMST? — IMOMHTEPECOBAIACH OHA Y IICHHHUII.

— Jla Tak... — moxkana 1redamu Benmgu. Ileimk, kak Bcerma, okazajachk Oosee
AMOIIMOHAILHOMN

— A Kak ellle MOTyT KOPMHUTH B TIOpbMeE? — OHa MU300pa3uia, OyaTo ee TOIHUT. — J[Ba paza
B JICHb MPUXOJAUT OXPAaHHUK U JA€T HaM MOXJIEOKY.

— Bce AcHo. A korzia npuxoIuT OXpaHHUK?

— YTpoM, KOTJa YK€ CBETJIO, U BE€UEPOM, KOIJa €I HE COBCEM CTEMHENO0, HO YXKeE
CMepKaercs, — orpanoproBaia llenmxk.

— MB&1 opueHnTupyemcs 1o HeOy, — nosiciusia Benau. — Ero BugHO yepes OKOIIKO.

Menucca 6pocuna B3rjsi BBEPX, HA OKHO.

— Hano uartu, — ckazajia oHa, MOCJIEAHUN pa3 ONISIHYBIIMCH Ha JIEBYOHOK. — S obermarto,



4qToO IIOMOI'Y BaM, YCM CMOTY.
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PacniponmaBumice ¢ D1€0HOPOi, 3aepKaBILeiics MOce y)KUHA B Tpane3Hou, JIucca ceepHyna
3a yrou, Jiesiasi BUJ, 4TO XoueT MOUTH K cebe. DpeitiinHa HUYero He 3ao03puiia U Mmoluia Bejiea 3a
CBOMMHU CECTpaMM B KOMHATY, IJlé OHU OOBIYHO OTAbIXalu. Jlucca cmoTpena DiaeoHOpe B CIIUHY,
MOKa Ta HE CKPbLIACH 32 TOBOPOTOM.

Torma Menucca BhllIDIa W3-3a yIIa U HampaBWiIach oOparHO B Tpame3Hyr. CeromHs 3a
YKMHOM OHA CHENHUAIIBHO €]1Ba IPUTPOHYIACH K €]1€, COCIABIIMCh HA TO, YTO B MOCJIEAHEE BpEMS Y
HEe MTOYEMY-TO Hayall ponajgaTh anmeTuT.

Tpamesnast Obiia mycTa, U co cToja emie He yopamu. OOpanoBanHas, Jlucca moackoumna K
CTOJY, BbIHYJIAa M3 KapMaHa CJIOKEHHBIE ra3eThl U Hayaja aKKypaTHO 3aBOPAYMBATH B HUX CTEUK U
KYCOYKH HEKHOTO MSICHOTO MUPOTa, YTOOBI OTHECTH B MoA3eMelbe IieHHuIaM. OHa XoTela XOTh
Kak-To momoub Ileimx u Benau. Eif ObUTO y)KacHO CTBITHO TI€pe] HUMHM BUe€pa: OHA IMKApHO
MUTAJIACh, TIWJIA JIYYIIee BUHO U pa3BlIEKaiach, B TO BPEMs KaK €€ MOAPYrd TOMUJINCHh B HEBOJIC B
MOJI3EMENBE, TOJIOIHBIE U HECYACTHBIE.

Jlucca crmpsrana CBEpTKHM C €10M IOA HAKUAKOW M YK€ IMOBEpPHYIAaCh, UYTOOBI BBINTH U3
TPamne3HoW, HO TYT HOC K HOCY CTOJKHYJIACh ¢ CakMOHOM.

— YT0 THI 3/1€CH JIeNaelllb, TOPOTYyIa? — OCBEIOMUIICS IPUHIL, TJIA]I1 Ha HEE B YIIOP.

— S yxunana, — coBpasia Menucca, cielnaB Kak MOKHO Oojiee HEeBUHHBIE Tia3za. — 371eCh
TaK BKYCHO KOPMHIT, sl Y?KE€ CKOpPO MEpECTaHy BJI€3aTh B CBOM IJIAThs!

OHa 3aiCKHUBAIOIE YIBIOHYIACh MPUHILY, HO JUI[0 CalilMOHA OCTaJIOCh CEPHE3HBIM.

— Taxk BKYCHO, 4TO ThI JJaXke ¢ CO0O0M permia MpUuxXBaTUTh?

Jlucca moxononena. 3HAYUT, OH 3aMeTHJ €€ 3a cOopoMm enpl. M kak Temephr eMy 3TO
OOBSCHUTB?

— CaliMoH. ..

— He nru mue, JIucca. S 3Haro0, 9T0O THI HE COOMPACIIIHLCS 3TO €CTh.

Menucca Mmonyaina, omycTuB miasza. Jla u uto TyT ckaxenn? CaiiMOH 3a0pall y Hee CBEpTKH U
OpocuJI X Ha CTOJ.

— Wpnem, — CaliMOH B35 €€ 3a JIOKOTh. — Ham Hazio cepbe3HO MOroBOPHUTS.

OH npuBen Menuccy B €€ KOMHAaTy M yCcaJui Ha KpoBaTh, a caM BCTal MEPE] HEW, onepcs
CIIMHOM O CTEHY M CJIOKUJI PYKU Ha rpyau. JIucca yyBcTBOBaia ceOs Tak, CJIOBHO CUJIUT HA CKaMbe
MOJICYAUMBIX.

— Thl 3Haelb, 0 UeM OylAeT pa3roBop, — TUX0 mpouzHec CailMoOH. DTo ObUT HE BOIIPOC — 3TO
ObUI0 yTBepxkAeHHE. KOHEUHO, OHA 3Halla, 0 YeM OH XOYET MOTOBOPHUT.

— S Bunen tebsa Ha mepBOM 3Taxe Buepa. Ho He mpuaan 3ToMy 3HaueHHS. A MOTOM CTpa)ka
JOJIOKWJIa MHE, 4TO (hOHaph, BUCEBIIMU B MOA3EMEINbE, Kyda-To mpomnai. S U 3TOMy TOXe He
YW JOJKHOrO BHMMaHusA. Ho ceronns. ..

Jlucca nonnsna Ha Hero B3DEA. Ha nmune CaiiMona He ObUIO HU THEBA, HU 3JI0CTH — OHO
MPOCTO HUYETO HE BHIPAXKAIIO.

— CeromHs yTpoMm Thl JOJDKHA ObUIa CAENaTh KOE-4TO BaXKHOE, HO ObLIa, MO BCEU BUIUMOCTH,
CIUIIKOM 3aHATa. Thl 3a0bU1a HAaBeCTUTH MOpeHy.

«Ox, uepm! — cnioxBarunacek Jlucca. — Mopena sice dondcna bvia ckxazams MHE NPO MO
Kpo8b

— W g momyman: eciau ThI 3a0bUta 00 ATOM, 3HAYUT, TBOS TOJOBa ObUIa 3a0MTa MBICIISIMU O




4eM-TO JIpyrom, 0oJiee CymecTBEHHOM. S ObUT B Kypce, UTO Thl 3HAKOMa C JIOAbMHU, CUIAIMMU B
TIOpbMe. S coXkui BMecTe Bce (PaKkThl U TIOHSII, YTO ThI HAILIA CIIOCOO MPOHUKHYTH B MOI3EMETTHE
U TOTOBOPUTH ¢ moapyramu. K Tomy ke, s 3amIssHYNI B TAWHUK B CBOEH KOMHAre U OOHAPYKUII, YTO
KJIFOY OT JIBEpU MOA3EMENbs ucue3. KoHeuHo, 3Ta HUllla B CTEHE — HE CaMblil HAJEKHbIA TaWHUK,
HO BCE K€ y TeOs XBaTUJIO HATJIOCTH 3a0paThCsi B MOIO OAIIHIO U BHIKPACTH KJTIOY.

[Tocnenusisi ¢paza monelicTBoBajia Ha Jluccy, Kak ymap XJbICTa, M 3aCTaBUJIa BCKOYUTH C

KPOBATH.
— J1a, HarJIOCTH MHE HE 3aHUMATh.
Hexoropoe Bpemsi oHu wmosua OypaBwiM JApyr JOpyra B3DISAaMd — CIOKOWHBIA U

YPaBHOBEIICHHBIN MPUHI] U B30CIICHHAs JEBYIIKA.

IlepBoii He BoIepxkana Jlucca.

— Kak 1ol cmeenb ynpekarb MeHsE B 3ToM?! OHU MOU TOAPYTH, s BMECTE C HUMU KUJa B
TaKUX YCJIOBHSX, Kakue TeOe B TBOEM IIMKApHOM 3aMKe W HE CHUJIMCh, a Thl JICPXKHIIL UX B
TIOPbME, B KJIETKE, KaK kMBOTHBIX! M 4TO MJI0XOr0 B TOM, 4TO 51 XOUy BUAETH UX?!

CaliMOH MoJIua CXBaTWJI €€ 3a IJIeUM U BCTPAXHYI, HO Jlucca He Oosutack ero. OHa ceifuac
ObUIa 10 KPaWHOCTH pa3rHeBaHa. JIMLO MpuHIA YTPaTUIO OBLUTYI0O HEBO3MYTUMOCTb.

— I'mynast neByoHka! — cepAUTO MPOroBOpuia OH. — Te0s )K€ MOXKET YBUIAETh KTO-HUOYIb!
Thl HE MOHMMAENIb, HACKOJIBKO 3TO ONACHO!

Jlucca oT HEOXXUAAHHOCTH MPOIIOTUIIA CIIOBA, KOTOphIe cobupanack cka3ars. OmacHo? Her,
OHa COBCEM HE ATOr0 OKujana. 3Ha4YuT, OH 3JIUTCS HE TTIOTOMY 4YTO OHA MpeHeOperiia ero 3anpeTom,
a TIOTOMY YTO 3TO JIJI1 HEE OnmacHo?!

— Hy u 4ro, — orpeBHynacs Menucca. — MHe mieBars Ha onacHocTh! Eciu Thl 320611, 4
ObL1a 3aTBOPHUIIEH, S CTOJBKO BPEMEHU CKphIBajIach OT T€0s U TBOUX MPUXBOCTHEN, HEYKEITU ThI
IyMaelllb, 4TO sI HE MPUBBIKJIA K ONACHOCTSIM ?!

Caiimon moHuk. OH faxke Kak Oyaro ctain MeHble poctoM. OH oTmycThis 1ieun Jluccesl u
OTBEPHYJICS.

— Sl mpocTo He X04uy MOTEPSITH TEOSI.

Cepaue Memnuccel cxxanoch Ha MHUT, HO OHA Y’KE€ HE MOTJIa OCTAHOBUTHCS.

— A s He X0uy, YTOOBI ThI TaK 0OpaIAJICS ¢ MOUMH JIPY3bIMHU.

Bonapunace tnumHa. CaliMOH HE MOBEPHYIICS K JIeBylIKe, HE nogomen. W Ttorga Jlucca He
Bbliepkana. OHa mylneil BbUleTella M3 CBOEH cnalibHU U yOoexxkana. OHa Oexalla o Kopuaopam
ABOpLa, Oexana mofaybllie OT MPUHIIA U OT €ro JIDOBH, YyBCTBYsSI OTBpPAllCHUE K HEMY U K CBOEH
KHA3HU B OTUX CTCHAX.

Jlucca cama He 3ameTumiia, KaK OKas3ajlach y JBEPU NoOI3eMeNbi. «fHem yowe, — mnoaymana
oHa. — He ceco0ns». OHa OTBEpHYIIaCh OT IBEPU U TYT BCIIOMHUJIA, O YEM €l TOJIBKO YTO TOBOPUII
CaiimMOH.

«/la. Iloudy nyuwe k Mopene, y3Haro ouepeoHy10 nioxXy HO8OCHIbY.

HoBoCTh IeHMCTBUTENBHO OKAa3adach HE U3 JIYUIUX.

— OT10 3enbe, — coobumia MopeHa. — KoTopoe moCTeneHHO AenaeT TOro, KTO €ro IbeT,
ECTOKHUM U YOMBAET B CYILIECTBE €T0 XOPOIlME CTOPOHBL. B 0cHOBHOM Takoi 3¢ ekt oHO aeT mpu
B3aUMOJICHCTBUU C AIKOTOJIEM.

— O rocnoau, — BbITapaimJia riasa Jiucca. — M KTo MOT HaOUTh MEHS 3TOM ra0CThiO?!

— Sl monarana, y Te0st €CTh HECKOJIBKO IOJI03PEBAEMBIX, — I0XkaJja MIe4aMu JeKapKa.

— Ha, — Menucca Haxmypuiiacb. — B 4acTHOCTH TpH.

JIeBylIKY NEPETISHYIUCH.



— CaliMOH HAOTpe3 OTKAXKETCA B 3TO BEPUTh, — COKPYILICHHO ITOKaJdaJia rojJoBou Jlucca.

— To ecTb, THI HE OyACIIbL TOBOPUTH €MY O 3€iIbe?

— He Oyny. 1 Te6s xouy mompocuth o ToMm xe. [Ipumymaem uto-uubynb apyroe. Hepsel,
HalpuMmep, cTpecc. A KCTaTu, OT 3TOTO 3€Jbs €CTh KaKoe-HUOYyIb MPOTUBOsIE?

— He nymaro. 3enbe CKOpo camMo BBIBETPUTCS, €CIIN HE MOJAMUTHIBATH €T0 HOBBIMU JO3AMHU.

— Ja yx, — 3agymuuBo npotrsHyna Menucca. — Tenepp Hano npuaymarb MPUYUHBL, 10
KOTOPBbIM s Oydy OTKa3bIBaTbCsi OT BMHA 3a 00e0M M YyxXHMHOM. He Mory ke s ckazarb 3TUM
raJuHaM, 4To OMacarCh CTATh aJIKOTOJIUKOM?

— Her, npo ankoronusm Jiydine He HaJl0, — YCMEXHYylIach MopeHa.

— W e1ie MeHsI HHTEPECYET, 3a4€M UM BOOOIIE TOHA00MUIIOCH MEHSI TPABUTh.

— Moxer, penmian nmomModyb TeOe MPHKUTHCS BO nBopie? J[0OpEeHBKUM 37E€Ch HE MECTO,
3HACIb JIA.

— Bpsin iu ux HamepeHus ObUTHA CTOJIb YHCTHI.

— Boo0r11ie-10, y MEHsl €CTh OJTHO IIPEIoiokKeHue, — cka3aina MopeHa. — B03M0xHO, OHU
nenarT 3To U3 peBHOCTU. CaillMOHY Thl HEOE3pa3auyHa, 3TO BUJIHO HEBOOPYXKEHHBIM IIIa3oM. A
€I Thl PA3UTEIBPHO OTJIMYACIILCS OT TEX JACBYIIEK, KOTOPBIE BCErJa BEpTEIUCh BOKpyr CaiiMOHa,
ATO TOXKE BUIHO HEBOOPYKEHHBIM I11a30M. MOXKET, OHM PEIIMIIM CENIaTh TeO0s TaKOU XKe, KaK BCe,
yTOOBI OH MOHSI, YTO B T€OE HET HUYETO OCOOCHHOT0?

— Tb1 mpaBa, — comtacunack Menncca mociae HEAOITUX Pa3ayMUN. — ITO BIOJHE B JIyXe
Hamx GpenuH — Jenarb raJocTH UCTOATHUIIKA BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI BHICKA3aTh CBOU MPETEH3UU
MHE B JIMIIO.

HexkoTtopoe Bpems IeBYIIKH 3alyMUYMBO CMOTPEIIH APYT HA JApyra.

— Jlagno, s moiy, nsary cnarb, — Jlucca Bcrana. — Cnacu0o Tebe 3a npeaynpexiacHue o
3€JIbE.

— Bcerma noxanyiicra, — Temio yasiOHynach et Mopena. — CIOKOWHOM HOYH.

Jlucca Bbmia u3 komHarel. [lo mopore oHa mymana o jmekapke. OHa Oka3ajgach COBCEM HE
TAaKOM, KaKOW MpeAcTaBisiack Menucce B MEpBbIe JHU MOCIE 3HAKOMCTBA — 3aKOHYEHHOM
IIECCUMUCTKOM, BEYHO HEIOBOJILHOM MW Bopuame. B mocnemnee Bpems MopeHa crana
€IMHCTBEHHBIM Apyrom JIuccel Bo aBopie. « amo xopouio, — nomymalia A€BylIKa, TOBOpAYMBas B
CBOI1 Kopuaop. — Kpome Hee 30ect co8epuleHHO He ¢ KeM NOCEKPEMHUYAMb NO-HCEHCKU !

Ho exaBa Boiijsi B X0, TJl€ HAXOAWJIACh JIBEPh B €€ CHajbHIO, Menrcca MrHOBEHHO 1103a0blia
o Mopene. Ee miazam npezacrtana HeoObuHast kapTuHa: CaliMOH CHUJEN Ha MOJIy BO3JIE JIBEPH,
00XBaTHUB TOJ0BY pykaMu. OH MOXOAWI Ha MIKOJBHUKA, KOTOPOTO TOJBKO YTO OTBEPIVIA €T0 TepBas
J1000Bh U3 CTapIMX KjaccoB. B apyroit curyanuu Menuccy 3To mo3abaBmio Obl, HO ceiiyac ei
OBLIO HE JI0 cMeXa.

3aBuieB eBylIKy, CaiilMOH BCKOYMJI HA HOTH.

— Jlucca, — oH monoIen K Hel U B3sU1 €€ 3a pyKu. Memucca nomnsiTanach yoparb pyku, HO
NpUHI ObUT HACTOWYHB.
— Jlucca, npoctu MeHs1! — ropsiuo npomientan CaiMmoH. — Thl OblIa MpaBa U UMEEIIh BCE

OCHOBAHUS HAa MEHS 3JIUTHCA!

OH cMmoTpen Ha Hee Tak kajoOHo, uTo Jlmcca MoMeHTalnbHO 3a0buia 0 cBoei obume. OHe
OCTOPOKHO BBICBOOO/IMIIA OJIHY PYKY M3 €T0 JIAJJOHU ¥ HEKHO TOTJIaIniIa ero o TOJI0BE.

— S He 3110Ch, — THUXO CKa3aja JieByliKa. — S y)ke moHsjIa, 4To TpeOyro HEBO3MOXKHOTO.

Bo B3mmame CailMOHa MNOSIBUWIOCH MCKPEHHEE YAMBICHHE, CJIOBHO OH HE JXJal OT Hee
[MOJI0O0HBIX CJIOB.



— 4l noHnMaro, 4YTO Thl HE MOKEMIb OTIIYCTUTh UX, — IpoIokaa Jlucca, BCe Tak ke THXO,
HO YBEPEHHO. — TbI MPUHI], ¥ HAKA3bIBATh I'OCYJAPCTBEHHBIX MPECTYITHUKOB — TBOW noar. Ho
paspenm MHe XOTs Obl HaBelaTh ux!

IIpuHIl OKOHYATENBHO pacTepsuicsa. Menucca cMOTpesia Ha HEro Tak HaCTOMYMBO, HO OH HE
MOT" OTBETUTH el comtacueM. [103BouTh e Taiikom Oerarh B TIOPbMY — 3TO Oe3ymue! A eciu He
MO3BOJIUTH, TO OHA BCE PaBHO OyleT Tyaa Oerarb, TOJIbKO CKpPBIBAThCS € MPUJIETCS TOra €Iie U OT
Hero. KpoMe Toro, oTka3 cMepTenbHO OOUIUT €e.

CaliMOH TSKENO0 B3AOXHYII... U CIAJICS.

— Xopoiuo, — OypkHyln oH. — JlagHo. Moxelb HaBenbIBaThcsa Tyaa nHorna. Ho s qoimken
B3ATH C TeOs qBa OOCIAHMSL.

— Bce uyTo yrogHo, — ciaako nposopkoaia Jlucca.

— IlepBoe — TbI He Oymellb Tyda XONUTh KaXKIbIM J€Hb. DTO CIHUIIKOM PUCKOBAHHO. Tbl
JOJKHA TOHUMATh, YTo. ..

— Xopo1o, — HeTeprenuso nepeduna ero Menucca. — Yro eme?

— OTHecuCh K 3TOMY cepbe3HO. bynb ocTopokHa. TBO€ JNErKOMBICIME TOPOX CBOIUT MEHS C
yma!

JIncca neMOHCTPATUBHO 3€BHYJIA.

— O 112, KOHEYHO Xke, 51 Oyly 0O4eHb OCTOPOKHA!

— Bor umenno 06 »ToM g u rToBOpWiI, — mpoBopuan CaiimMmoH. — Tbl CIUIIKOM
JIETKOMBICJICHHA.

Menucca nocepbe3Hena.

— He Oecnokolicst 3a MeHsi, — TIpolIenTajga OHAa U TOLEJoBaJla ero B IeKy. — S Oyay
OCTOpPO’KHA, 0OEIIALO.

— S He mory He OECNOKOUThCSA, — MPUHII OTBEN B3MIAA. — Belnp S TOJBKO YTO JIMYHO

MO call TeOe CMEPTHBIM TPUTOBOP. ECIM TBOE MPUKPHITUE PYXHET. ..

— CaiimoH, Bce B nopsiike. Hukto He moitmaeT MeHs1. He Oyap meccuMmucTom.

— 4 peanuct, — noxain mueyamu CailMOH.

— Oto0 Th Y Mopens! Hayumics? — ¢bIipkHYna Jlucca, y3HaB u3mo0IeHHYIO (Dpa3y JEKapKu.
CailMOH yCMEXHYJICS M TOIIETI0BAI €€.

— Wam, otapixaid. Y Te0st ceroiHs ObUT TPYAHBINA JI€Hb.

— V 1ebs TOXKE.

— MHe Hekorja OTAbIXaTh — s HOYHOM >kuTenb, JIucca. Houbto >XH3HB BO ABOpIE ObET
KJIFOYOM.

— Ox, 51 u 3a0b11a, — JIKMcca moonuia K IBEpH.

— CHoKOWHOM HOYM, — HEXKHO CcKaszal npuHIl. [[eByilka ylnbpIOHYIach U CKPBLIACH 3a ABEPHIO.
CaiiMOH mokavajl ToJIOBOM 1 HampaBwics K cede. EMy Bce ke TpeboBaJiCs OT/IBIX.

[IpuHIL BOIIEN B CHAJIbHIO, CTapasiCh HE CMOTPETh MO cTopoHaMm. Ero Bce pazapaxaino B 3TOU
KOMHAare: JEpeBSHHAas KpoBaTh, OapxaTHbIE IITOPhI, BOPCUCTHIA KOBEp, U CaMO€ IJIaBHOE —
KpPACHBII IBET, KOTOPBIM OKpPY)KaJl €ro, OKyThIBaJ, CIOBHO OOJIBIIIOE KPOBaBOE 00JIaKo. « Xopouio,
umo Jlucca He udena, 2oe s xugy, — MOAYMAIl OH €O B310X0M. — OHa OvLia 6b1 6 yorcace». Ho
TYT OH BCIOMHMJI, 4TO JlMcca BbIKpajia M3 €ro CHajlbHHU KJIIOY OT IOA3€MENibs, a 3HA4uT, OHa
BHJIeJIa BCE ATO KPOBABOE YOPAHCTBO. « CMPAanHO, YUMo OHA 8030ePIAHCANACH OM KOMMEHMAPUes, —
ropbko yemexayncss CaitMoH mpo ce0s. OH 3aBaJIiICs Ha KpOBaTh, HE Pa3/IeBasCh, MPSIMO MTOBEPX
TEMHO-00PI0BOT0 MOKPHIBAJa U 3aJEPHYI MMOJIOT, OTTOPOIUBIIKCH OT KPOBaBO-KPACHOTO KOIIIMapa,
KOTOPBIN €T0 OKpYXKall.
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Jlucca BpIIIa U3 TPANE3HOW, YIUBISAACH U PAYsICh, YTO €l YIAJIOCh TaK JIETKO OTBEPTETHCH:
3a 00eqoM DreoHopa u M3abens cHOBa Mpejyiarainy e BUHO, HO Mesucca yxke 3Haja, 4To 3a APSHb
MOJICOBBIBAIOT €i (hpelnuHbl, U MUTh He cTana. Ha ceit pa3 cpaboranio TBepJoe «HET», HO y HEe He
OBLJI0O YBEPEHHOCTH, UTO 3TO IMOACHCTBYET B CIEAYIOINIYI0 Tparesy. UTo nenarb, eciau (peilsiuHbI
OyZIyT HaCTauBaTh?

[Tocne obena oHa BepHyJIach B OamiHIO, YTOOBI HEMHOTO B3ApeMHYTh. Houbto OHa A0ITO
nexana 0e3 CHa U YTPOM MPOCHYIACh COBEpIIEHHO pa3dutas. /o obena JIucca coobpaxkana Bsio U
enBa moria nepeasurarbed. [llapnorra naxke copocunia y Hee B IIYTKY, HE CpaXkaiach JIM OHA BCIO
HOYb ¢ o0opoTHamH. [locne saToro Jlucca penmna, 4To HaIO0 MOCTATh.

BepnyBumce B cnanpHiO, JlMcca moBanuiack Ha KpOBaTh M, €/IBa €€ TOJIOBA KOCHY/IAach
MOAYIIKH, MTHOBEHHO yCHYIA.
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CalimoH Hurzne He Mor HaWtu Mennccy. CHavyana OH moaymal, YTO OHa 3ajepkanach B
Tpane3Ho, HO TaM HUKOr0 He oKa3ajnochb. CalilMOH MOMYaJCS B KOMHATy OTAbIxa (hpeuivH,
HaJiesiCh, YTO JIEBYIIKA BCE-TAKM TaM, a HE yOexana MOCpeau JHA B MOA3EMENIbEe K CBOUM
MoApyraM-MpecTynHuIam, 3a0bB 00 OCTOPOKHOCTH.

B komHare oTapIxa Beceao XUXuKaiau Hag yeM-To M3abenmb m DieoHOpa ¢ mapoi Jiakees.
VYBHUIEB IPUHIIA B ABEPSIX, BCE UETBEPO PA30M 3aMOJKIIH U, BCKOYMB HA HOTH, TOKJIOHUJIUC.

— Brb1 He Busenu ["abpusiny? — cripocust CaliMoH.

— Her, Baie BbICOYECTBO, — YYTHBO OTBETHJIA DJICOHOPA, KOKETJIMBO IOIMPABIISIS PhDKUE
Bosiockl. — OHa ymwa cpa3y nociie odena. 3Haere, oHa Oblla CEroiHs Kakas-TO CTpaHHasi, CIOBHO
ObLJ1a MBICJIEHHO HE C HaMHU, a TJIe-TO OYEHb JAJICKO.

Caiitmon ucnyrancsa. Pazymeercs, oH 3Ha, rje Oblia B CBOMX MBICIISIX Menucca.

— Ecnu yBuauTe ee, CKaXXuTe, 4To s €€ UCKal.

OneoHopa kuBHYNa. CaliMOH 3aKpbUT IBEPb KOMHATHI U OTJISIEIICA.

«H kyoa mne menepo uomu? Ilpsamo 6 noozemenve unu cHauana K Heti 8 OAuIHI0?»

OH peumn cHavyala MOCETUTh KOMHAary MENHCChl: MOYET, OHa OTHPABHJIACH Tyla MHEPEN
MOXO0JIOM K MOJpyraM, a MOXeT, U BOBCE HE coOMpanach UATH CETOAHS B MOJ3EMeEIIbE.

CaliMOH OBICTpBIM IIIATOM HampaBWJics HaBepX. Ho Ha JiecTHUIIE €ro BHE3aIMHO OCTaHOBHUJIO
CTPAIHOE XKEHUE B TPYAH, U OH, 3a/IbIXasiCh, COTHYJICS MomnoJiaM OT 0osin. OH 3HaJI, K YEMY MOXKET
MIPUBECTHU ITO ONIYHICHUE: 3TO ObUIA XKax/a, Ta caMas *axJia KpoBu. OH Bcerma 00sics, Korjia 3To
YyBCTBO HACTUTAJIO €ro BHOBb. Celuac eMy HYX€H ObUI XOTs Obl NIOTOK KPOBU, U OYEHb CPOUHO.
OH BCIIOMHUJI, UTO HE MUJI €€ YK€ OYeHb NaBHO. «Umo orc, 6om mebe u pesynbmamy», — MPaUHO
noagyman CaiimoH. OH HeHaBHUZIEN KPOBb, HO OBLI BBIHY)KJECH BpEeMsi OT BPEMEHH IHUTAThCS €IO,
yTOoOBl HEe ymepeTh. OH HeHaBHUEN B ce0e Ty MEP3KylH 4YacTh, YTO BEUYHO MpOCHIa KPOBH, U
MBITAJICS C HEI0 OOPOTHCS, HO JIUIIb YCYT'YOJIsT TpooIiemy.

bousis ponuia Tak xe BHE3amHO, KaK U MosBuiack, 1 CaliMoH nomMualics gaieiine. Hago ycrnete
3aCKOUMTh K Menucce, a TOTOM CpOYHO OekaTh Ha MOUCKHU KPOoBU. C YyTOJICHUEM KX Ibl MEJTUTh
HeJIb3s, MHAY€ MOCJIECTBUSI MOTYT OBITh HEMONPABUMbBIMH.

«Xoms, mooxcem, yoce u He HYsHcHo», — momyMman CaitmoH. XokeHue B rpyau MpoIuio, 0oJb
nepecrana ero trep3ats. OH 100pasics, HaKOHEeIl, 10 KOMHATHI JINCCHI M, HE TOCTYYaBIIMCh, BOIIIEIL.

Menucca, nexxa Ha OOKy Ha CBOEH MIMPOKOM KpoBaTh, Kpemko crnana. OHa Obuta ofeTa B
JIETKOE CcepeOpHuCcTOe TIaTbe C OTKPBITHIMU IJIe4aMU, B KOTOPOM IMOSBHJIACH CETOIHSI JTHEM B
npuemHo 3aje. Ee mes Obuta oTKphITa, U 11a3a CaliMOHa aT4YHO CBEPKHYJIH.



[IpuHL JIeT psiAOM C IEBYIIKOM, KaJIHO MOKUPas TOJIOAHBIMU IJ1a3aMU €€ LIEWKY, Ha KOTOPOH
YEeTKO BbLIEJsIach COHHas aprepus. OH OCTOPOKHO MPOBEN MO HEW manblaMu. «Taxas HedrcHas
KOJca», — OTMETHJI OH Tpo ceOs. Aprepus paBHOMEpHO MyiabcupoBana. [IpuHIl 3aBOpOKEHHO
cMoTped Ha Hee. OH HE XOTeJl CMOTPETh Ha JAEBYIIKY KaK Ha €Iy, HO €€ Ilesl TAK U IPUTATruBaia ero
B3TJIAI.

CaitmoH ObUT BO30YXKJIeH, KpaiiHe Bo30yxeH. OH y)XKe YyBCTBOBAJ IMPUSATHOE MOKAJIbIBAHUE B
JeCHaxX — 3TO JaBajia 0 ceOe 3HaTh BAMIMPCKAs YacTh €ro CyIHOCTU. BepxHue KIIbIKA MPOTHUB €ro
BOJIM HayaJli YBEJIMYMBATHCS U KOCHYIUCH HHM)KHEN ryObl. CaliMOH IIPOBEII IO HUM SI3bIKOM, €IIIE
pa3 B3ISTHYIT Ha IIet0 MeTuCCHI H. .. ToTepsil HaJ coboi KoHTposb. He cooOpaxkas, 4To nenaer, oH
MIPOBEJI TyOaMU 10 IIe€ IEBYIIKH M, HAMETHUB MECTO JIJIsl YKyca, OTKPBLI POT, 0OHAXas JBa KPYITHBIX
0enoCHEeXKHBIX Kiblka. OH y)Xe ObUI rOTOB BOH3UTh UX B I€t0 JIKMCCHI, HO TYT JIEBYILKA, CJIIOBHO
MOYYsIB HEJNAJHOE, OTKPBUIA IJ1a3a U PE3KO MTOBEPHYIIA T'OJIOBY B CTOPOHY ITPUHIIA.
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— CaiiMOH, 4TO ThI JieJaeiiib?! — BOCKIMKHY/IA OHA U BCKOUMJIa ¢ KpoBaru. CallMOH mpuIes
B ce0s1, TOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK KJIBIKM YMEHBIIAIOTCS J0 MPUBBIYHBIX Pa3MEpPOB, U MOCIEIHO 3aKPbUI
port. Jlucca B y)xace cMOTpesia Ha HEro.

— O 0oe, — mpoJeneralia oHa, 3aMeTUB KJIbIku. — O 0oxe. ..

— Menucca! — CaliMmoH Toke Bckouusi, U Jlucca B crpaxe monsitunack. [IpuHir oGoien
KpOBaTh U MPUOIU3UICS K JEBYLIKE.

— He nonxomu! — B3Bu3rHyna Jlucca m OTHpBITHYJIA €HIe Ha HECKOJIBKO IIAroB Ha3am. —
Yynosuie!

— Jlucca, nocnymamu. ..

— Sl Huyero He kemnaro clylatTh! — nepedusna ero AeByika. — Youpaiicsi BoH!

— Ho... — CailimoH caenan emie mar. Menncca nonsTuiach U yrepiaach CIMHON B CTEHY.

— Yxoau! — KpUKHYJa OHA CO CJIE3aMU Ha Tila3ax.

— Ho 151 %€ roBopuiia, 4to Bepuillb MHe! ThI Bcera roBopuia, 4ro s XOpoumi !

— 1 onumbanacek, — pe3ko obopsana ero JIucca u caenana HECKOJIBKO IIAroB K JBepu. — Tbl
samnup. B Te6e HE MOXKET ObITh HUYETO XOPOIIeTo!

O10 OBUTO yHapoM Huke nosica. CalilMOH CMOPIIMIICA, CIIOBHO OT 0OJIA, U OTBEPHYJICS.

— YOupatics mpoub, — psIBKHYJIa Memucca u pacraxaysia nepea HUM JIBEPb.

N CaitMoH, HaclenHbI MPUHI, MPUBBIKIIMNA caM OTJaBarb MpPHUKa3bl, OE3POMOTHO
noBuHOBajcA. OH 3HaN, 4TO OHA IpaBa. JTa XpyIKas JEBYyIIKa, YEJIOBEK, MMPOrHaja €ro, U OHa,
OeccropHO, UMeJIa Ha 3TO MOJHOE PaBo.

JIBEpH 3aXJIONMHYIIACH Y HETO nepes HocoM. CailMOH CMOTpPEJ Ha HEE U OCO3HABAJI, YTO TOJIBKO
41O noTeps Menuccy u, ckopee Bcero, Hapcerna. OHa HUKOIIA HE MPOCTUT €MY ITOKYIICHUS Ha €¢
KU3Hb.

CaitMOH MeIJICHHO pa3BepHYIcs M moOpen k cede. OH HamepeBajicsi BEPHYTHCS B CBOIO
CHAJBFHIO ¥ TPOCUICTh TaM KaK MOXHO JOJbIIE, TSI Ha OKPYXAIOIIyI0 €r0 0OCTaHOBKY, YTOOBI
KaXXJJ0€ MTHOBEHHE 3TOT KPOBABBII IIBET HAIIOMUHAJ €MY O TOM, YTO OH HE XOPOILHNI U HUKOTJA He
CMOXET U3MEeHUThcs. Menucca npasa. [lopa nepecrars myckarb camomy cede nbuib B maza. OH u
BITpaBIy 4yaoBHIlE. TOJBKO YTO, MOAJABUIMCH KaXK]I€, OH €ABa HE YOMJ caMOe JAOPOroe JJis HEro
Ha cBere cymecTBo. Ceituac CaliMOH HE MPOCTO ocyxkaan cam ceds. OH ropsio HEHaBUJET W
IIpe3upaj CBOK BAMIIMPCKYIO CYIIHOCTb, KOTOPOW HAarpaauil €ro OTEL.

CailiMOH HHKOT/A He Jto0uIT cBoero otia. OH pa3zouapoBajl KOpoJisi, €/1Ba YCIIEB MOSIBUTHCS Ha
CBET, U OTEI] BCIO KM3Hb BBIMEIIAJI HA HEM CBOE pa3zodyapoBaHue. B orBer Ha 3T0 CallMOH Bceraa
Jesiall Bce KOPOJIO HANepeKkop M COBEPINAT IMOCTYNKH, KOTOpPbIE HU ONWH OTEI] HE CMOT Obl
ono0puTh. OH B3su1 (haMuUJINIO CBOEH MarepH, 4ToObl MO3MUTh Kopoist. [IpuHi naxe Obul paia, 4To
pOOUIICA HE BaMIUPOM BOIIPEKHM OTLIOBCKMM MEYTaM, XOTS MMEHHO 3TO WU MOJIOKHIIO Hayayuo
B3aMMHOM HEOOBHU oTHa U chiHa. Ho Torna, B 1eTcTBe M roHOCTH, CalilMOH Jla)ke He MpeICTaBIIsII
ceOe, Kak OyZeT HEeHaBUJIETh CBOErO OTLA B OyAylleM, JaKe KOrja TOT Oy/IeT TaBHO Y€ MEPTB.

% %k ok

Jlucca GeccunpHO omycTWiach Ha NoJ. Temneppb, KOrga OHa OCTalach B OJUHOYECTBE, THEB
ucmapuiics 0e3 ciena, OCTaBUB Mociie ceOs NMuib ropedb W nedanb. OHa HUKOTJA HE ObLia HU
XpYIKOH, HU O€33alMTHOM, Kakoi npencTasisan ee cebe Caitmon. Ho ceifuac ona kazamach cebe
MaJIEHBKOI 1 OECIIOMOIIHOM.



B tyomne nymm Jlucca Bcerma 3Hama, uro ot CaliMOHa MOXKHO OXHAATh ITOIOOHOTO
MOCTYIKA, HO TTIOCTOSTHHO YOekaama ce0si, YTO €€ BO3IIO0JICHHBIA HUKOT/IA HE MPUYHHUT el 00Iu.
Ona aymarna, 4To Bce KakK-HUOYIb 00OMAETCS, YTO MHCTUHKTHI BaMIMpa OyayT UTHOPHUPOBATH €e.
Ona mnonarana, yto CailMOH OTJIMYHO BJaJeeT COOOW, YTO OH YMEET YIPaBIATh BAMIUPCKON
4acThiO ce0s, MOJIABIIAThH €€.

«Ho, xaxcemcs, mosa wesi okazanace 015 He20 CAUWKOM COONA3ZHUMENbHOU, — ToIyMalia
Jlucca, v O 1IEKe CKaTWJIACh HEMPOIICHAs CIE3UHKA.

Korma mepBble 4yBCTBA, BBI3BAHHBIE NPOU3OLICAIINM, HEMHOTO VIEIIUCh, Menucca
3agymanack o Apyrom. Kak obe3zonacuts ce0si OT BaMmupa, KOTOPBIM UMEET JOCTYN K Hel B JIF000e
BpeMsi THS ¥ Houu? Kak caenarbh CBOIO CHAIBHIO HEMPUCTYITHOW KPEMOCThI0, B KOTOpYo CalilMOH
HE CMOXeT npoopathesi? OTBET MOT OBITH TOJIBKO 0uH. Hamo oOpatuThes 3a momoiibio K MopeHe.

N tyr Menucca BCIOMHMIA, YTO MOAPYTHM CEWYac HET B 3aMKe. PaHO yTrpom Jiekapka
OTIPaBUJIACh B KAKOE-TO CEKPETHOE MECTO 3a 11eJICOHBIMU TPABaMU U JI0 CHUX MOP HE BEPHYJACH.

Jlucca BcTana ¢ moja ¥ Ha BCAKUH Ciiydail 3amepia aBepb. KoHeuHo, oHa Oblia yBEpeHa, uTo
CaiiMOHa 3TO HE OCTAHOBUT, HO BCE XK€ IIETYOK 3aMKa HEMHOT'O YCIIOKOUJI €€.

Jlucca Hu 3a yTO OBI HE MOAYMAaJia, YTO MOXKET ceiuac ycHyTh. Ho, Kak HU CTpaHHO, €l 3TO
yaanoch. OHa Jaxke HE 3aMeTujia, KaK 3ajJpemMana, a MO3Ke €€ JIerKas JpeMa MpeBpaTUiach B
KpEenKuii COH 0€3 CHOBHACHUH.

Menucca mpocHylach Ha YIMBICHHE JIETKO M OBICTpo. B KomMHare OBLIO TEMHO, HITOPHI
3aaepHyThl. JIncca BCTanma ¢ KpoBaTW, MOJOINLUIA K OKHY M OTOABUHYJIA TsDKENYyI0 mopthepy. Ha
yauiie OblIa TiIyOoKast HOYb.

«Kaowcemcs, s npocnana éce na ceeme, — nogymana Jlucca ¢ gocagon. — C kakux 3mo nop 4
CMOJIbKO OPBIXHY

Nnrtu x Mopene Obuto yxke no3aHo. [Ipunercs xxnare g0 3aBTpa. Pyras ceos, Jlucca mpucene
HAa KpaelleK Kpeclia W 3aaymalach, YeM €M Telnepb 3aHuUMarbCs N0 yrpa. He cnamb orce, —
IOJlymMaJia OHa ¢ YCMEIIKOM.

Ee Mpiciu nipepBan TUXUW, HEYBEPEHHBIN CTYK B ABEPb.

— Menucca! — nmociplmancs HErPpOMKHUM IOJ0C U3-3a JIBEPH.

«3auem cmyuamovcs, eciu y mebs pyKu OmMKpulearom jodvle 3aMKU, KAK 08e 300D0BEHHblE
ommuluku? » — mojymana AeByIKa, CEPAUTO HAXMYPHUBIIUCH.

— JIucca, Thl CITUIIL?

Menucca nipomonyana. OHa pemmiaa OpUTBOPUTHCS CHAIICH W HE OTKpbIBaThb eMy. OHa He
xoTena ceityac BusieTh CailiMOHA U CIIYIIATh €r0 ONpaBAaHUs MO MOBOAY CIYYHBIIETOCS JTHEM.

— Ortkpoit, noxanyiictal — nonpocun CaliMOH TakKMM TOJOCOM, 4TO Menucca eaBa He
Mo1aJ1ach, HO 3acTaBujIa ce0s CTOSITh HA MECTe.

— HaM Hy»HO TOroBOpHUTSH!

« 806ce He HYIHCHOY», — MBICIIEHHO OTPBI3HYJIACH JICBYIIKA.

CaliMOH ellle HEMHOTO TOTONTAJICS Yy IBEpH U yiies. JIncca cHadana 10aro NpuciIylBaliach,
9TOOBl YOEIUTHCS, YTO OH JCHUCTBUTEIBbHO MOKUHY/I XOJUI, @ HE MOMHKUIAET €€, MPUTAUBIIMCH 32
nBepbro. 110TOM OHa OCTOPOXKHO BBICYHYNIA HOC U3 ClIAJIbHU. B xopunpope Hukoro He Obu10. Jlncca
TUXOHBKO BBICKOJIB3HYIIA U3 KOMHATHI, 3allepiia €€ Ha K04 U HanmpaBwiack K Mopene. Eii HyXHO
OBIJIO TIOTOBOPHUTH C JIeKapkoi HeMemieHHo. [locme BusuTa Caiimona JIucca He XoTena KJaaTh 110
yrpa.

Komuara Mopens! Obuia 3anepra. JIncca nocrydana HECKOJIBKO pa3, HO € HUKTO HE OTKPBLI.
«Moowcem, ewge He 8epHYnaACH?»



JIucca cHOBa MoOCTy4aJla U HETPOMKO I03BaJja:

— Mopena! Otkpoii, noxanyicTa, 3To 51! MHe Hy»)KHO TeOe KOe-4TO CKa3aTh!

OHa cTydana u cTyyania, I10Ka, HaKOHEL, JBEPh HE IMPHUOTBOpUIACh. B mpoeme mokaszanock
COHHOE JIMIIO JIEKAPKH.

— Jlucca? — MopeHa ynuBIIeHHO paciaxHysa 3acnaHHble riaaza. — Yero tede?

— MHe o4eHb HY)KHO MOTOBOPUTH ¢ TOOOM, — JInucca ymonstoie cinoxuia pyku. — [Ipapna,
Mopena, 3T0 04eHb BaKHO!

— JlagHo, — mpoBopyana JeKapka, OTKpbUIa ABEPb MOLMPE U ONIAENACh, CJIOBHO ITPOBEPSIA,
HET JIU eIl Koro-HuOynb 3a cnuHoi Menuccel. — Ilpoxomu, npucaxupaiics. Tonpko moObICTpee.
51 yxacHo ycTana ceroHsi 1 6e3yMHO XO4y CIaTh.

JIucca 3ackounsa B KOMHaTy, 1 MopeHa 3akpbuia 3a HEW ABEPb.

— 3amnpu Ha 3aMOK, — nonpocuiia Menucca. — S He Xouy, 4TOOBI MEHS 3/1€Ch 3aCTyKaJH.

MopeHa yIMBIEHHO MOJHsIa OpOBH.

— TbI psAvYeIbCA? — MPOTOBOPHIIA OHA CTPAHHBIM ToJ10cOM. — OT KOro?

— Or Caiimona, — Jlucca B3OXHYIa M cela Ha KECTKYyl TaOypeTky. — EMy He HyXHO
3HATh, YTO S CIOAA MPUXOAUIA.

MopeHa HaxMypuiach, 3aIEJIKHYJIA 3aMOK U CeJla HAPOTHUB F'OCThU.

— YTo0 Tam y Bac CTPACIOCH? — CIIPOCHUIIA OHA BCTPEBOKEHHO.

— OH xoTesl YKycuTh MeHs, — Menucca NO4YyBCTBOBaja, Kak 3allMIano Ina3a oT
MOACTYNANMX ciie3. — S craia, a Koraa MNpoCcHYyIach, HaJl0 MHOM HaBHUCJIM €ro KJIBIKKM. MopeHa,
OHU ocpomHble! Sl 4yTh CO3HAHME HE TOTEpsIa OT cTpaxal

MopeHna Opocuiia Ha OJIPYTy COUYBCTBEHHBIN B3TJISA/L.

— Ho oH He ykycun Te0s?

— He ycnen, — nokadana ronosout JIlnucca. — S ouenb BoBpeMs nmpocHynachb. OH crpsrTan
KJIBIKA U CTAJI U3BUHSATHCS, HO s €TO BBITHAJIA.
— IlpaBunbHo cnenana, — kuBHyI1a MopeHa. OHa ObUla HE B BOCTOpPIe OT TOBEACHUS

CaiimMoHa, HO 10 €€ I1a3aM ObUTO BUIHO, YTO €l MCKPEHHE Kajlb HECYACTHOTO MapHs.

— S nymana, oH ymeeT OOpOThCSl C 3TUM, NMOHMMaelb? — Teneppb Jlucca mo3Bosuia cede
3amtakark. Cne3bl MOJUIIKCh MO €€ IIeKaM M 3akanaiu Ha miarbe. — OH Beab o0elan, 4To He
MPUYMHUAT MHE Bpeaa! A caM XOTes MpeBpaTUTh MEHS B €1y!

MopeHna TsKeNno B3A0OXHYA.

— He cyau ero ctporo. CaiilMOH yk€ O4€Hb AOJITO€ BpeMs ronofeH. C Tex mop, Kak Thl 3/1€Ch
MOsIBIJIACh, OH HU pa3y HE NPUKOCHYICA K KpoBU. Sl ¢ caMoro Hadajia He omoOpsuia 3TO, 5
yroBapuBalia €ro, Npocuiia, yMoJjsijia, HAKOHEIl; s NbITalach 3aCTaBUTh €r0 YTOJIHTH xaxay. Ho on
HE JKeJaJl MEHS CIyllaTh, HE MOHHMAaJl, YTO PUCKYET >KU3HBIO, MPUYEM HE TOJIbKO CBOEH. Sl
MIPUHOCHUJIA EMY KPOBb, a OH BblOpachiBai ee. OH ObLI CIIOBHO OJEPKHUM, BCE BPEMS TBEPJUJ, UYTO
OH OOJIbllle HE BaMMUp, YTO €My HaJoeNno ObITh KpoBomuiiiei. I oObsCHsIAa €My, YTO OH He
CMOXET MOOOPOTH CBOIO CYIIHOCTb, YTO €Ille HU OJHOMY BaMIIUpPy HE yAaBalIoCh U3MEHUTbhCs. Ho
CaiiMoH... 3Haenb, JIucca, OH OYEHB LENCYCTPEMIICHHBIN U yIIPAMBbIM. ECM OH 4TO-TO BTEMSILNI
cebe B TOJIOBY, OH 3TOTr0 HEMPEMEHHO J00beTcs, JIto0oil 1eHol. Ho oH mpocTo He MOHMMAal, K
KaKUM MOCJIEJICTBUSIM MOET MPUBECTHU ATA €T0 TIIynas ujiest BO3JAep KaHHUsl.

Menucca monmuana. Ona He oneHmna crapanuii Carimona. Eit ObII0 Bce paBHO, YTO CTOUT 38
ero xaxaou kposu. Ceiiuac eif Hy>KHO OBLIIO YCJIBIIIATH COBCEM HE 3TO.

— S nymato, Bce niesno B Tebe, — npoaosnkuia Mopena, u JIucca HEBOJIbHO B3IPOTHYIIA.

— CaiiMoH Kak-TO pa3 oOMOJBUJICS 00 3TOM — cCiydaitHo, s nymaro. OH cKazall, 4TO Thl



X0Tesa Obl BUAECTH €ro MPOCThIM MAPHEM, KOTOPBIM HE MBET KPOBb.

JIucca nognsita Ha MopeHy 3anjakaHHbIe T1a3a.

— MHe Bce paBHO, 4TO OH TaM cebe aymaet. S mpuiwia Kk Tede ¢ mpoch0oit. Thl ke 3Haellb,
CaliMOH BiIaJieeT Marueu, ¢ MOMOIIbI0 KOTOPO MOXKET OTKPBIBATH JIFOOBIE ABEPH.

— To1 Xouenb, 4ToOBI g O0KKpOBaa ee, — Jorajaainack MopeHa.

— Taxk Tl MOXeIIb 3TO caenaTh? Moxelb 3alMTUTh MOIO CIIAJIbHIO OT €TI0 BTOPKEHUS?

MopeHna kuBHyna, BcTaja ¥ nofouuia K mkagy. OHa mocrana OTTylla HECKOJIBKO CBEPTKOB U
pa3noKuila UX Ha CTOoJe. B HUX OKa3alMCh CYIIEHBIE TPABbI U KAKUE-TO CTPAHHBIC MAJIICHBKHE
burypku.

Mopena coOpajia HECKOJIBKO MYYKOB Pa3HBIX TpaB B HEOOJBINON JHHSHOW MEIIOYEK U
MOJIOKUJIA TYJa K€ OAHY U3 (UTYPOK, CIETaHHYIO B (hOpMEe KPOIIEYHOTO 3aMOYKa M3 KaKOTO-TO
MOJIYIIPO3PAYHOTO PO30BATOr0 KaMHs. 3aTeéM OHa KPENKO 3aBs3aja MEIIoYeK Oeslol IeIKOBOM
JIEHTOM U NpoTsAHyna Memnucce.

— DTO oxpaHHBIi o0eper, — mnosicHuia MopeHa. — Tam TpaBbl, KOTOpbIE OJIOKHUPYIOT
HEKOTOpPBIE BUJbI Maruu, U aMmylieT U3 KBapia. AMYJIeT 3allMTUT TeOs1 OT He3BaHbIX roctel. [llenk
coOepeT BOEIMHO Maruio kamHs u TpaB. [loBech meliouek Ha JIBEpb B KOMHATe, U oOeper Oynet
paborars. CaliMOH HE BOWUJIET B TBOIO CHIAIBHIO, €CII TOJIBKO ThI CaMa €ro HE BITYCTHIIIb.

— Cnacubo, Mopena! — oOpagoBanack Jlmcca M OCTOPOKHO B3sJIa MeEIMIOUEeK. — Thl
HACTOAIIMHA ApyT!

BepnyBumce B cnanbHiO, Menucca 3amnepna JABEpPh M3HYTPU M TMPUKPENHUIA MEIIOYEK K
MeTaJinyeckor pyuke. Ternepb oHa 4yyBCTBOBasIa ceOsl 3aLMILEHHON, HO TOJBKO OT (PU3UUYECKOTrO
npucyrctBusi CaitMoHa. «Haodo 6Ovino ewe nonpocums ycnokoumenvHoe», — nonymana Jlucca u
CHOBa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK K TOpJIy MOAKAarbiBaeT KOM. Cre3bl rpaoM MOKaTWIHUCh U3 [a3, U
JIucca Opocunack Ha KpOBaTh U YTKHYJIACh JIMIIOM B MOJYLIKY.

Tak oHa mpoJiexkana 0 camoro yrpa.

Ha paccsere Jlucca ycnpimana 3a ABEpbIO YbM-TO IIATM U MTHOBEHHO BCKHHYIIA TOJIOBY. [0
ATOrO OHA JIeKaya B moxyapeme, aymasi o CaiMOHE, HO 3BYK IIAarOB OTOTHAJ COH.

[Tocnpruancss TUXUNA CKPEKET, CIIOBHO KTO-TO BCTABUJI B 3aMOK KJIFOY U MOIBITAJICS OTKPBITh
TIBEPb.

— UYeprt!.. — HErpoMKO JIOHECIOCh U3 Kopuaopa. Menucca ycMexHynach mpo cebs. Pabora
MopeHsbl He Tpolia JapoM — o0eper AeiCcTBOBAI.

— Menucca, — TUX0 mo3Baj U3-3a ABEpU NPUHL. — ThI COIUIIL?

— Her.

— Bryctu mens, nmoxanyiicra. S xoqy ¢ ToOO# TOTOBOPUTH.

— A s He xouy. UTO TOJKY B pa3roBopax?

N3-3a nBepu mocabIiaics TSHKEIbIA B3I0X.

— Jlucca, T 1OJKHA MEHS MTOHATH! Bee momyunitock cirydaitHo!

— VYxomu, CaliMmoH! — xo0JIomHO cka3zana Menucca, MojACTyIast K caMoil JBEpH, 4TOObI OH €€
Jay4iie chplial. — S He XKenaw BBICIYIIMBAaTH TBOU OIpaBAaHus. Tbl MOT yOUTh MEHS, U
TOBOPHIIb, YTO BCE BBIIUIO CIIy4alHO?

CaiiMOH yJlapuJ1 o ABEPHU KYJIAKOM.

— Tol cebe He mpeAcTaBIIselb, Kak 51 ce0s HEHaBHXKY 3a TO, YTO HAaTBOPHJI! — MPOTOBOPUIT OH
Tak TUx0, 4To Jlucca enpa paccrnpimana. OHa He cTaja OoJblle TPyOUTh eMy. JTH CJIOBa ITyOOKO
3arajiy €1 B aylly.

— YX01u, — MPOCTO CcKaszajia OHa, CTapasiCh, YTOOBI TOJIOC HE APOTHYIL



N3-3a nBepu HE NOHECIOCHh HU 3ByKa. HECKOJIBKO JONTHX CEKYH]I CTOsJIA MOJHENIIAs TUIIMHA.
[ToToM mocipImancs B310X U 3BYK YAAISIOIIAXCA IIATrOB.

CaiimoH ymien, a JIucca eme 1oaro nmpocrosia y ABEPHU, MPUIKABIIMCH JIUIIOM K €€ XOJOIHOU
noBepxHocTu. Eie BeuepoM oHa 0e3 3a3peHus coBecTH nocinana Obl CaliMOHa Kyna nmofaiblie, HO
ceityac... OHa HUKaK HE MOIJIAa BBIKUHYTh U3 TOJIOBBI cjioBa MopeHbl 0 ToM, 4T0 CailMOH O4Y€Hb
JI0JITO OTKA3bIBAJICSI OT KPOBU PaJid CBOEH BO3IIOOJICHHOM.

«Xeamum, — npukazana cebe Menucca. — Heueeo ezo orcanems. Ha kakue 6wl scepmavl oH
HU wel panvuile, mo, Ymo npou3ouilo 84epa, HUKaK Heav3s 0Cmaesnsiams 6e3 enumanus! A umo, eciu
A npowy e2o, a NOMom 6ce no8MopPuUmMcA?»

%k sk sk

Tak mponoipkanoch ABa aHs. JIncca He BbIXoAWIA U3 KOMHATHI (€CIM HE CUMTATh KOPOTKUX
MOXO/IOB B BAHHYIO) U HE MOKa3blBajdach HUKOMY Ha mia3a. CaiilMOH HaBeAbIBAJICS HECKOJIBKO pa3 U
yXOJIUJI HU ¢ yeM. JIucca He OTKphIBaJia €My JIBEPb U HE pearupoBaia Ha ero mpochObl.

Tpetuit geHb mporen crnokoitHo. JIucca penmiach CXOAUTh B OMOJIMOTEKY U, YTOOBI YOUTH
Bpems, B3sia y Cepxuo KHUTY O NnpoTuBOCTOSSHUM Mupanaiita u [llaitna. L{enblii neHb HUKTO H¢
HapyIajl €€ MOKOM, HO BOT HACTYIuI Beuep, 1 CalilMOH CHOBA MOSIBUJICA Y €€ JBEPH.

— JIucca, — mo3Ban CalimoH. Menncca He OTpearnpoBaia, MpoaoKas YATATh.

— OTkpoii, moxanyicra, 1Bepb.

CaitMOH ToBOpUJ O4YeHb THXO, W JIMccy Mopa3uio, KakKuM HaJJIOMJICHHBIM U O€CUBETHBIM
KazaJicsl €ro roJioc.

— Sl He Oyny noHuMarh T€0si CBOMMHU M3BHHEHUSIMU W ONPaBIaHUSIMH, — CKa3aJl IPUHI] BCE
TaK )€ THUX0. — Sl MPOCTO X0uy YBUJIETH TEOI.

JIucca Hacropoxunack. OHa ycibllana, Kak TPUHIL IPUCITOHUIICS K JBEPH.

— 1 Xo4y mOCMOTpETH B TBOU Ii1a3a. Xo4uy BUAETh TBOE JUI0. A ckydaro, JIucca.

Ero ronoc coBcem obOopBaicsa. Menucca mouyBCTBOBajla, Kak MO €€ MIEKe KaTUTCS CIE3UHKA.
JleBylKa pa3apaxxeHHO CMaxHyJla €€ U BCTajla C KpOBATH.

— Ortkpolt MHe nBepb, Jlucca, moxamyiicral — cHoBa B3Monuicsa CaitMoH. I Menucce
caanachk. OHa MoOJIONLIA K ABEPH, CHsIA C HEE OOEper U OTKpbLIa 3aMOK.

JIBepp oTBOpHUiachk, u Jlucca yBuaena npuHiua. CailMOH BBIDIAAEN yKacHO. Ero kpacuBoe
0JIeIHOE JIMIIO OCYHYIIOCH, MOJ] IJIa3aMHU MOSBHJIMCh TEMHbBIC KPYTd, a CaMU IJ1a3a MOTepsIu ObUION
oneck. Menucca ene HUKOTa He BUJIeNIa MPUHIIA TAKUM.

— Bxonu, — cyxo ckazaia oHa 1 otonuia. CaiiMOH BBIIISIZIE TaK, CJIOBHO HE MOT ITOBEPUTH B
npoucxogsauee. OH MEIJIEHHO NMEPECTYITHII IMTOPOr KOMHAThl. Menurcca 3axy10nHy/a 32 HUM JIBEPh U
IIOBEPHYJIACH K HEMY, CKPECTHUB PYKHU HA TPYIH.

— Cmracu60, — tuxo ckazai CaiiMoH, I €i B TJ1a3a.

— 3a yT0? — X0JOogHO OTO3Basach Jlucca, Oopscek ¢ kenaHuem oTrBecTu B3IsAA. Eil Obuio
04eHb O00JBLHO U TPYCTHO OTTOTO, yTO CaiiMOH BBIVISIUT TaK IJIa4€BHO M3-3a HEE, HO OHA M30 BCEX
CHJI CTapallaCh COXPAHATh HEBO3MYTUMBIM U XOJIOAHBIM TOH. B 3TOM €l moMorajia MbICIb O TOM,
Kak BhIIJIsiiesa Obl OHA cama, AoBeau CaiiMOH B TOT JIEHb JIEJIO JIO KOHIIA.

— 3a TO, YTO MO3BOJIMJIA MHE YBUJETH T€Os, — oTBeTH)I CaliMOH.

— W HakoHEN-TO comTacuiach BBICHyIIATh, — jgoOaBmia Jlucca m cema Ha kpoBarb. OHa
penmia, 4To pa3 yx cjaenaja mociabieHne U OTKpbUia eMy JABEpb, JajdbHEWIasi urpa B MOJIYAHKY
MOTEPSIIA BCIKUA CMBICII.

CaiiMOH TIpocHsiII.

— ThI AeHICTBUTENBHO MO3BOJIUIIL MHE BCE OOBSICHUTHL? — Tepecpocui oH. JInucca KuBHYIA.



[TpuHI pucel Ha KpaellleK KPOBATH U 3arjisiHYI JIEBYIIKE B Ii1a3a.

— Ilpoctu mens1, Menucca. S 3Har0, s Be ce0s Kak MOCICTHUN UIHOT, KaK TIIYIBIH. . .

— ...TOJIOJIHBIN 3y0acThIii BaMnup, — nomorda emy Jlucca.

— To1 npaBa, — OH Ha MTHOBEHUE MPUKPHLT r71a3a. — S 3Har0. S ObL. ..

— Iloanancs >kUBOTHOMY UHCTUHKTY, — KuBHYNa Jlucca. — 4 Buzaena TBou kibiku, CaiiMOH.
Tel onacen.

— Hert! Ymonsito, He roBopu Tak! S He omaceH st TeOs, s Ke oOemaln, 4YTO HUKOIZIA HE
NpUYnHIO TeOe Bpeaa!

— Ho 151 ero enBa He npuunHui. [Ipudem caenan 3To, Korga s 1a’ke HE MOINIa 3alUTUTHCS.
Mopena ckasana, Thl PEIIMJI BO3JECPKUBATHCS OT KPOBU M3 KAKUX-TO TaM CBOUX COOOpPaKCHUH.
Heyxenu Tl He MOHUMAJ, HACKOJIBKO 3TO Oe3paccynHo? Heyxenun He momymain, K 4eMy 3TO MOXKET
npuBectu? [Ipobiiema He B TBOeH Bammupckoi kpoBu, CalilMOH, a B TOM, YTO Thl HE OCO3HAClllb,
KaKOM PUCK JIJII MEHSI HECYT TBOM CyMacOpPO/IHbIE UJICH.

— 4 obemato Tebe, uTo ATO OOJIBIIE HUKOTAA HE MTOBTOpUTCS. Hukorna.

— YT00BI 3TO HE MOBTOPWUJIOCH, Thl JOJKEH NEpecTarb OOPOThCA C KAXKIAOW, — TBEPIO
cka3ana Jlucca. — I He xouy 4yBCTBOBarTh c€0d B OMACHOCTU PSAAOM C TOOOM. S He xouy Ooublle
MPOCKINATHCS U BUJIETh TBOU KJIBIKU. OJJHOTO pa3a MHE XBaTUJIO C JINXBOM.

CaiiMOH cMoJI3 Ha I0JI, OMYCTUJICS MEepe1 JEBYILKON Ha KOJIEHU U B3sU1 €€ 3a PYKY.

— IIpoctn MeHs, — mpolenTal OH U MOUENoBal €€ pyKy. — Sl elle HUKOraa B KU3HU HE
qyBCTBOBaJ cebs Tak yxxacHo! S 3Haro, uyTo cruenan Tedbe OOJbHO, 1 MHE OT 3TOr0 OYEHb IJI0X0. S
OoJIbllle HUKOTJIA B )KU3HU HE X04Yy JyMarh, 4TO Motepsul Te0s. M 4To0bl 3TOro He MpOM30IILIO, S
ceJaro 4To yrojaHo. Tsl 00bIe HE Oyaelb B onnacHOCTH. KisiHyCh.

Menucca Mojiua CMOTpEJia Ha HEro, HE PelasiCh MPU3HATHCS B TOM, UTO BEPUT KAXKJIOMY €T0
cioBy. [loxoxe, OH JEHCTBUTENBHO OCO3HAN CBOKO OIIMOKY U TITyOOKO pacKanBaeTCA.

— Ecnu Tl HE NPOCTHUIIL MEHS, MOSl )KU3Hb IPEBPATUTCS B MYCTOE, JIMILIEHHOE CMbICIIA
CYIIIECTBOBAaHHE U OyIeT MHE B TATOCTh, — mpoposnkan CaitMoH. — 371ech, B KOPOJIEBCTBE, ceiuac
MEHSI HUYTO U HUKTO HE BOJIHYET, KpoMe TeOsi. Thl mpocTuilb MeHs1, Menucca?

Jlucca cnon3na ¢ kpoBaru U cena Ha 1oa psaoMm ¢ CaiimoHoM. OHa B3sIa €r0 3a PYKH M
IIpUKaJach MIEKOM K €ro IuJieuy.

— TsI MeHs ponaenb? — npocusin CaiMoH.

— Ha, — npomenirana Menucca.

CaliMOH BbICBOOOIMII PYKU U3 €€ JIAJIOHEH, KPeKO OOHSUT IEBYIIKY U TTpuxkKal K cede. Tak oHn
MPOCHUCIIH Ha TOJTy TOBOJbHO AoaT0. Hakonen, CaliMOH pa3oMKHYJ OOBSITHS.

— S nomxen uaru. HyxHO mpeaynpeauTs Koe-Koro, 4TOObl MEHsI CETOAHS HE OECTIOKOMIIH.

— Iouemy? — ynuBuiiacs Jlucca.

— 51 xouy mpoBecTH Bedep ¢ ToOo B ocobeHHOM MecTe, — CaliMOH MOolIesIoBaj JAEBYLIKY U
NOAHSUICS C moJia. — S CKOpO BEPHYCh.

On ymien, a JIucca Tak u ocranach Ha noity. OHa 00/ lyMbIBaja JAHHYIO €11 KIIATBY.

«Haoerocw, MHe Huko20a He npudemcs noHcaiems 0 MOoM, YMo 51 e20 NPOCMUNA.

CalilMOH JIEWICTBUTENBHO BEPHYICS Ou€Hb ObICTpO. OH SIBHO ObUI BOOJYILEBJICH, IJIa3a €ro
CHSLIIH.

— Nnem, — ckazan CaiimoH, momorag JIucce MogHsAThCS C oa.

3aunTpuroBanHas, Jlucca momnuia 3a HuM. [IpuHIl cHadama AOJTO BENl €€ MO 3allyTaHHBIM
KOpHJIOpaM JIBOPIIA, a 3aT€M BHE3AITHO BBIBEJ HA YJIUILY.

Menucca omsigenach BOKpYr. OHU CTOSJIM Ha OTKPBITOM IJIOIIAJIKE C KPEMKOM OaitocTpaigon



1o Kparw. JIncca nmomonuia Kk nepuyiaM M nocMorpena BHU3. [lom Hel paneko BHU3Y pacCTUIAJICA
HACTOJIbKO HEBEPOSATHBIN MEN3aXK, YTO y HEE MIEPEXBATUIIO JIbIXaHUE.

— HeyXTo MbI Ha caMOU KpBIlle 3aMKa? — U3YMJIEHHO CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

— Jla, — camMOI0BOJIBHO KMBHYJ MPUHI. — OTO OAHA W3 CMOTPOBBIX IUIONAI0K. HpaBuTcs
BUI?

— OXx... — Jlucca gaxe He 3Haja, YTO cka3arh. Bug MuaHaiiTa ¢ BEICOTHI ITUYBETO ITOJIETS
MOTpsC €€ 10 NIyOouHb! ayim. OHa HUKOIJA B *KU3HU HE ObIBajla TaK BBHICOKO HaJ| 3eMJICH, B3Upas
CBEpXy Ha BCE, UTO MPOUCXOAUT JaJ€KO BHU3Y MMOj ee Horamu. Ee OammHs ObLia ropa3go HUXE, U
OHa HU pa3y He BHUEJIa MECTHOCTb, OKpYyXarotyto [Ipeadymn-xo.

OrpoMHasi KpernocTh CTosiyia 000COOIEHHO, 3aMOK OKpY»Xajla MacCHUBHAasi KAMEHHasl CTeHa, a 3a
HEel, MOYTU y CaMOro €€ IMOMHOXHS, ObLI BBIPHIT OOLIMPHBINA KaHal, HAMOJHEHHBIM CTPaHHOU
Ipsi3HOM BOJIOM. «Kpenocmuou poey, — noraaanack Jlucca.

MocTt 4epes poB ObUT yOpaH, U KpEemoCTHAas CTeHA BBIIIsACA TIyXol U HenpucTymHou. Jlucca
yBHEJa, YTO K 3aMKY BEJIET MOIlleHasi OyJIbDKHUKAMM IIMPOKasl Iopora, o O0KaM KOTOPOH CTOST
nBa psiga hoHapeil.

Jlopora yOerana mpoub OT ABOpiia M Bejda B ropofl. OH HaxoAuiCs COBCEM HENAIEKO OT
KPETOCTH, BCETO0 B HECKOJBKUX KujoMmeTpax. ['opox Obul odeHb OOJBINON — HACKOJIBKO XBaTaJio
a3, BJlallb MPOCTUPAIUCH YIUIIBI, MOCTOBBIE, I€Nble psA/bl T0MOB. C JABYX CTOPOH K CaMOMY
ropoay IMOACTYyHaJl I'yCTOM JIEC, C TPETbENM CTOPOHBI, YyTh MOOAAIL OT ropona, Menucca yBuuaena
PEKY, KOTOpas C TAKOTO PACCTOSHUS BBITJISEIA KPOLIEYHOM, KaK Py4YeeK.

— Yro cxkaxenm? — JIucca u He 3ameTmiIa, kak CaliMOH ITOJIOIIEN K HEM.

— 31ech O4€Hb KPacUBO, — YIBIOHYIACh JEBYIIKA, C TPYAOM OTBOJS B3IVISiA OT BOJIIEOHOTO
BHJIA ¥ TIOBOPAUMBasICh K CaiMOHY. — A 4TO 3TO 3a ropoa’?

— Bamnupus, — orBetun npunHu. — [0 Ha3BaHUIO JIETKO OTaJaTbCsl, KTO KUBET TaM. DTO
O4YeHBb JAPEBHHUHN TOpoA. B HeMm oOuTaOT TpW yBakaeMbIX KJIaHa BaMIupoB. [IpenBoguTenu Bcex
TpeX KJIAHOB, KaK W MPaBsIMil ropomoM rpad, SBISIOTCS MPEACTABUTEIAMU TeMHOU ONHUTHI U
BXOIAT B cocTtaB KoHrpecca.

Jlucca kuBHYNa, CHOBa OpOCUB B3Nl B CTOpOHY Bamnupuu. «Bom Kyoa s mouHo ne xomena
Ob1 nonacmo »

— JlaBaii npucsaeM, — MPpeUI0KUI IPUHLL, 1 Menrcca TOIbKO ceryac 3aMeTUIa CKaMEUKY y
cteHbl. K TOMy BpeMEHU yX€ IMOYTH CTEMHENO0, W IUIOMAJIKA HA KpBIIE 3aMKa MOTPYy3Wiach B
MOJIyMPaK.

Hexoropoe Bpems OHM NpPOCTO CUAEIM MoJ4a. Jlucca He 3Halla, 4To CKa3arb, U IPOCTO
rjiazesna rno cropoHam, noka CaiiMoOH, HAaKOHEI], HE HaPYIIUJI MOJTYaHUE.

— Pacckaxxu mHe o cebe, Jlnucca, — Tuxo mOmpocusl OH. — MBI y)K€ CTOJBKO BPEMEHH
BMECTE, Thl 3Haellb 000 MHE UyTh JIM HE BCE, a 51 COBCEM HHMYEr0 HE 3HaK0 O TBOeM IpolwuioM. Kak
THI )KUJIa BO BHEIIIHEM MHUPE, YTO 32 JIFOAU OKPYKaJIA TeOsI.

Jlucca He moBepHYIach K HEMY — €€ B3IVISiJ] MPOoosbKal Oyxaarh o yepHoMy HeOy. OHa
V)K€ JaBHBIM-IJABHO MPUBBIKJIA, YTO 3/I€Ch HE YBUJWIIL HU 3BE3]l, HU JIYHbl, HO BCE K€ €U
MPOJIOJKAJIO UX HE XBATATh.

— 3Haemb, MHE HE OYEHb XOTEJIOCh Obl TOBOPUTH O TPEXKHEW >KU3HM, — CKa3aja OHa,
HaKOHell, nepeBens B3 Ha CailMoHa.

— Ilouemy?

— IloTtomy 4uTO Bpsim 1 Thl MeHA noumenb, CalimoH. [loBepp, MHE HPUATHO, YTO Th
MHTEPECYEIbCA MOEHN KU3HBIO, HO Thl HUYETO HE 3HACIIL O BHEIIHEM MUPE. ..



— Tak pacckaxu MHe.

Ha nune CaliMmona ObUIO HETIOAAEIBHOE JTIO0OIIBLITCTBO, 1 Menucca cianach.

— B Moeii mpexHel KU3HU HUYero oCOOCHHOTO He ObLT0. S IepeBeHcKas IeBYOHKA U3 CEMbBH
dbepmepoB. OObIuHASA ceMbsi — Mama, Tara, crapiias cectpa. Korma MHe ObUIO HIECTh JIET, HE CTaJIO
MoOel MaMbl, OHa yMepja OT paka — 3TO Takas Ooine3Hb y monei. [lama yepe3 mapy jier cHOBa
XKEHUJICS, a €lIe 4epe3 roJl y MEHs MNosBUiIach miaamas cectpa. Iloka madexa pacTuiia MORO
MJIAJIIIYI0 CECTPY, MBI CTalld O4€Hb OJMU3KM co crapiieil. S ee mobuna. B nercrBe oHa Bcerja
BO3MJIACh CO MHOM, a KOIJIa MbI MOIPOCIH, MBI IPOAOJIKAIN APYKUTh U BCe Jenarbk BMecte. Korma
MHE OBbLIO CEMHAIATh, €€ TOXKE HE CTAJI0. A B IBA/IIATH JIET HE CTAJIIO U MEHS.

[Tocnennsist roppkas (hppasa cierena ¢ ee ryd paHsblle, Y4eM OHA CMOTJIa OCTaHOBUThCSA. CalilMOH
BUHOBaro noHypuicsa. OpgHako Menncca 3ameTwia, YTO BOCIIOMHUHAHUS O MPEXHEHW KU3HU
TEP3ar0T €€ YK€ HE TaK CUJIBHO, CJIOBHO B HEH MEPEIIOMUIOCH YTO-TO, UTO 3aCTABISIIO €€ CTPAJaTh.
Teneppr BOCIIOMMHAHUS O POMHOM JIOME MOYTH HE MNpUUMHIA el Oonu. Jlucca momosuana
HEMHOT0, IyMas, 0 YEM €IIe MOKHO pacckaszaTh, HO CallMOH paclE€HHUJ €€ MOJIYaHUE TTO-CBOEMY.

— IlpocTu, 4TO g TaKkO! HACTBIPHBINA, — CcKa3an oH. — Sl 3Hai, 4To Tebe OyleT HempusATHA 3Ta
T€Ma, U BCE paBHO nmoaHs ee. [Ipoctu.

— Huuero ctpammoro, — ynbioHynace Menucca. — MoxeT ObITh, KOTJa-HUOYIH 5 CO3PEI0
IUTSI CBOETO KPACOYHOTO KU3HEOMMCAHUS U YTOJIIO TBOE JTHOOOMBITCTRO.

OHu 10 DTyOOKOM HOYM CHAENH Ha KpbIlie B OOHUMKY U IIENTaJIuch 000 BCEM Ha CBETE, MOKa
JIucca He mokayioBajack, 4YTo Xo4eT cnath. CailMOH ObLI, Ka3aJ10Ch, OUEHb YAUBIICH.

— TbI 3a0b11, 4TO 51 HE HOYHOM KUTEJb, — ycMeXHylnach Menucca. — MHe HeoOXonuM COH,
Y CTaTh S IPUBBIKJIA HOYBIO!

— Jla, u3BnHM, 3anamsaToBai! — paccmesuicss CaliMOH. — S TpoBOXKyY T€0s1 4O KOMHATHI.

Jlucca BCmOMHMITIA U3BUITUCTHIE KOPUIOPHL, KOTOPhIMU CallMOH BEJI €€ CI0/Ia, U MOAyMaJIa, 4To
COITPOBOXK/ICHUE €1 MPUIETCS KaK HEJIb3sl KCTATH.

Korna onn HakoHel-To 1o0paiuck 10 KOMHATHl Menrcchl, OHa Y)Ke €/1Ba CTOsJIa Ha HOTax.

— Jloxkuce mockopee cmarb, — HamyTcTBoBa €€ (CalilMOH, MpEXJEe 4YeM OHa BolUia B
CIAJIBHIO. — 3aBTpa y HAC TPYAHBIN JICHb.

JIrucca MrHOBEHHO HAaBOCTpUIIA YIIH.

— YTO ThI XOUEIIb 3TUM CKa3aTh?

— 3aBTpa y3Haellb. A MOKAa — CHOKOWMHOW HOYM.
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— Taxk 161 moeaems co MHOM? — yrounun CaiimoH. Jlucca Bce eme konebanack. TOIbKO 4TO
MIPUHII COOOIMI €, YTO MY HYKHO CHE3IUTh MO JeJIaM, U MPEUIOKUI COTPOBOAUTH ero. YTo 310
3a JieNia, OH HE cKa3all, u JIncca ¢ moI03peHrueM OTHECIIACh K €r0 MPEIOKEHUIO.

— JlagHo, — coryacuiach oHa. — ToJIBKO HE MOMeIano Obl T00O0JIbIle HH(pOpMaITUH.

— OOBsICHIO BCE 110 JOopore, — YKJIOHYMBO oTBeTHs1 CaliMoH. — UeM.

OH BbIBEN JIEBYIIKY Ha ynuily. JIncca HU pa3y ele He OblUla Ha TEPPUTOPUU KPEMOCTH HUTIIE,
KpoMe (QPYKTOBOrO caja, IJe OObIMHO MporyiuBaiiach ¢ (peitnmnamu. OHa 1Uia Behen 3a
CaiiMOHOM, OTJISABIBASICH ITO0 CTOPOHAM. YK€ IIOYTH CTEMHEIIO, HO ABOP OBLT XOPOIIIO OCBEIIICH.

CailMOH OCTaHOBUJICA Yy ITTMHHOTO OJHO3TAXKHOTO 3/JAHUSI C MHO>KECTBOM OKOH.

— DT0 KOPOJEBCKask KOHIOUIHS, — MOSACHWI OH. — 37€Ch TOJIbKO JIy4IlKe JIOIaau, OTOOPHEIE,
MTOPOJMCTHIE, U TTOJIOBUHA U3 HUX ITPUHAIJIE)KUT MHE.

CailMOH OTKPBUI JIBEPb KOHIOIIHU.

— Ilogokau MeHs 3/1€Ch, — MOMPOCHJ OH U BOILIEJ BHYTPb.

Bckope npuHIL BhIIIEN OTTYIa U BBIBEJ 332 CO00M KOHSI. DTO ObUI MPEKPACHBIM BOPOHOU CKaKyH
C IIEJIKOBUCTOM IIKYPOW U MBIIHBIM XBOCTOM. ['prBa KOHsI ObL1a cOOpaHa B HECKOJBKO MaJIEHbKHUX
My4KOB, U Cpa3y Opocajics B TMa3a BBIOPUTHIM y4acTOK KOXXKM Ha IIiee, TIe KPacoBaJliCA YKe
MPUBBIYHBIN Menurcce YepHbld pUCYHOK — TOYHO TaKOM € OHA HOCHJIA HAa TPABOU PYKE.

— Kakoit kpacager! — BocxullieHHO TpoltenTaia JIncca, Bo Bee 1a3a sl Ha xkepedia. —
TpynHo naxke mpeACcTaBUTh, UYTO TaKask MPEJIECTh MOXKET BO3UTh HA CITMHE JIFOIEH !

— OH e1e HU pa3y He TepeBo3ull ardeti, — CalitMOH ycMexHy/ICcs. — Thl OyfeIb ero mepBbIM
onbsIToM. Ha 3TOM KpacaBiie 00bIYHO €33KY TOJIBKO S.

CaliMOH JTOBKO 3ampbIrHYNT Ha KOHsA. JIucca ynuBieHHO mofHsuia OpoBu. OHa BCEe HUKAK HE
MOIJIa OTJIeNIaThCsl OT 00pa3a MPEKPACHOrO MpPHUHIIA K3 JIETCKUX CKa30K, Pa3be3kKalolero B
pockomHoi kapere. CallMOH CJIOBHO MPOYUTAJ €€ MBICIIH.

— Mp1 He BO3pMEM 3kunax. He xouy npuBiekars TUIIHEr0o BHUMaHus. Haznercs, Tl XOpoI1o
JEep>KUIIIBCS Ha Jolaau 6e3 cenma’?

JIucca HeyBEpEHHO MoKaya MiIeYaMH.

— PaHb11ie 51 e311a TOJIBKO B CelIjie, HO 5 MOMPOOYIO.

— Sl mory npunecTu cOpyto, eciau Tede Tak Oyaet npoiue. WUu... [Togoxau-ka.

CaliMOH CHpBITHYN C KOHSI, CHOBA 3alliel B IPUCTPOMKY M BBIBEJI OTTYHA €IIE OIHY JIOMIAb.
D10 ObUIa THEAAs! KOOBLIKA, KpacuBasl, yX0XKEHHas, C IISHIIEBBIMUA OOKaMH U IIETKOBUCTOM TPUBOIA,
M TOXKE NOMEYEHHas 4YepHbIM 3HAKOoM. I[lotom CaiilMOH NpUHEC CEMIO0O U €IIE KaKHUe-TO
MHCTPYMEHTBI, HA3HAYEHHUE KOTOPBIX JIncca mOMHMIA JOBOJIBHO CMYTHO.

CaitMOH OBICTPO CHApSIWJ THEIYIO JIOIIA]h, JOBKO MPOTATHBAs BCE PEMHH TyAa, INI€ OHHU
JOJIKHBI ObITh. JIBUXKEHUS MPUHIIA ObUTM YMEJBIMU U TOUHBIMU, CIIOBHO OH IPOJIEIIBIBAN TAKOE YK
HE pas.

— ThsI Bcera caM cHapspKaellb JIOIA b, YTOOBI TTOKararbes? — yauBuiach Menucca. — S
IyMaJia, B KOPOJIEBCKOW KOHIOIIHE €CTh CIIYTH, KOTOPBIE JOJKHBI 3TUM 3aHUMAaThCS!

— S orocnan Bcex, — OTBETWJI IPUHI]. — MHe He HY)KHO JUIIHUX I1a3. He xouy, 4To0bI KTO-
TO BUJEJN, KaK U C KeM £ ye3xkaro. 1 kcratu, HaieHb-Ka BOT 3TO.

OH mpoTsSHYNT €l YepHbId JOPOXKHBIM IUiaml Jlucca HakuHyna ero noeepx Imiarbs. CailMoH
IIOMOT ¥ 3a0paThCs Ha JIOMIA/Ib.



Koryma BcagHUKM MOJONUIM K BBIE3AYy M3 3aMKa, BOpPOTa C T'POMKHM CKPEXETOM Haydallu
onyckarbcs. JIncca omsigenach U yBUAEIA, UTO CIIpaBa OT BOPOT YCTAHOBJIECH KAKOW-TO MEXaHU3M,
a pAJOM C HUM — CTPaKHUK B XKeJIe3HBIX JlaraX. OH COCPEAOTOYEHHO U OCTOPOKHO HAXKMMaJl Ha
OOJIBIIION phIUar ¢ CHHUM HAaKOHEYHHKOM, U BOPOTA OMYCKAIKMCh BCE HUXKE M HUXKE, 00pa3ys MOCT
yepes poB.

OCTaHOBUBIIMCH MEPE] BOPOTAMH, OKA OHU OTKPBIBAIUCH, CaliIMOH CBECHUJICS C KOHS, KUHYI
CTPAXXHUKY MO HOTU 30JI0TYIO MOHETKY U CKBO3b 3YObI IICTTHY:

— 3anoMHH, TPOOOITACIILCS — SI3BIK OTPEXKY!

CTpakHUK BBITSHYJICS B CTPYHKY M OTJIaJ1 YECTh.

— Iloexanu, — ckaszajl MPUHII, ¥ €ro KOHb CTYIHJ Ha MOCT. Melrcca nmocjeioBajia 3a HUM.
Bepxom ona uyBcTBOBana cebst HeyBepeHHO. biaro, CaiiMoH momo0pan MOaXoAsIIyo JoImaas, —
CIIOKOMHYIO Y MOKJIAJIUCTYIO.

3a mpenenaMM 3aMKa Iapwia HENPONIIAHAs TEeMEHb. Menucce NPUXOIUIIOCh CHUIBHO
HanpsraTh Ij1a3a, YTo0bl XOTh YTO-TO PA3IIISAACTH BOKPYT.

— He orcrasaii! — nocapnuancs Bnepeau rosioc CalmoHa. Jlucca J€roHpKO NPUIIIIOPHIIA
JIOIIAJb U JOTHAJIA IPUHIIA.

— Jlaneko exarp? — cnpocwia oHa. CaliMOH A0 CHX IIOp HHMYEr0 HE CKa3aJl O TOUYKE
Ha3HAYCHUS.

— Het, — oTo3Banics oH oueHb TUX0. — HakuHp KamromoH, Jlucca.

Menucca Haziena Ha TOJIOBY KaIlIOIIOH, CIPATAB IMOJA HEro pacmylieHHbIe BoJIOChL. EW ObLIO
HEMHOI'O CTpAIlHO €XaTh BMECTE C IMPHUHIIEM B HEU3BECTHOCTh, HO OHA MOJaBWia B ce0e TPEBOry,
pENIMB, YTO €il CIeAYET YUUThCS BCEMY, YEMY CyIh0a MbITaeTCs €e HayuuTh. Ha 3TOT pa3 dhopTyHa
SIBHO MOAOpPOCHUJIA €i MAaHC YBUJETh YTO-TO HEOOBIYHOE U, KPOME TOT0, IPOoKaTuThcs ¢ CailMOHOM
Ha Jjom@aasax. W ecnu mnepBbid maHc Jlucca He cuuTana TakuM YK YIa4HBIM, TO BTOPYIO
BO3MOXHOCTh HU 3a UTO HE jKeJaja yImyCTUTb.

[Iyts kazancs OeckoHedHbIM. OHU BCE €Xajdl W €Xalld B KPOMEIIHOW TEeMHOTE, TMOKa He
BBIOpAINCH Ha C1a00 OCBEIICHHYIO TOPOTY, BUIOKEHHYIO KPACHBIM KaMHEM.

— I'me mMB1? — cnpocuna Jlucca, TpUITypUBLIIMCH, YTOOBI PACCMOTPETh, TJE€ KOHYAETCS
nopora. [lyTe yxoaui Brepea v TEPSIICS B MOJTyThME.

CaitMOH 00epHYJICS U OCTaHOBUJI KOHSI.

— Cenyac MBI BbeZIEM B BaMnupuio, — TUXO cKas3all OH, Korja JIucca oCTaHOBHIIACH PSAIIOM C
HUM. — MHe HY)KHO ObUIO B3ATh C COOOW KOTO-TO U3 (PpeiliuH, U, KOHEYHO, g Ipeanodes Teos. S
MOHMMAIO, YTO 3TO MECTO MPEACTaBIseT i TeOs OONBIINYI0 OMacCHOCTh, HO ThbI, MTOMHHTCH,
rOBOpHJIA, YTO OBIBIICH 3aTBOPHHUIIE K OMACHOCTSIM HE MPHUBBIKATh. A TeNepb MOCTyIAi MEHs
BHUMaAreapHO. He CHMMal KamomoH, IT0Ka Mbl OTCIOAa He yeneM. M 3acTerHu myrosuily Ha Iiane
— MPUKPOH IIEO.

CaliMOH BCIIOMHMJI CBO€ COOCTBEHHOE OIIYIIEHUE MPU BUJE IIeW MeIUCChl U Peli, 4To
Oe3omnacHee OyJIET 3aKpbITh €€ OT OCTOPOHHUX IJIa3... U 3yOOB.

— W 4uto MBI 351€CHh 320bUTH? — MpayHO MOMHTEpecoBanach Jlucca, 3acTernuBas MyroBUIly U
HEJIOOpbIM CJIOBOM BCIIOMHHAs CBO€ MIyNoe OaxBajabCTBO. Temepb €l CTaao MO-HACTOSIIEMY
cTpammo. — XO0Yellb, 9TOOBI MEHS COKPai TBOU APY3bs?

— Ecnu Gynenis BecTu ce0s Kak Ha0, HUKTO T€OsI HE TPOHET, — OTO3BAJICS MPUHI] CEPAUTO.

— A kaxk Hago?

— Craymaid ¥ 3anoOMHHaii, — TMPOU3HEC IPHUHI], €IIE CUJIbHEE MNOHHU3UB Tojoc. Jlucce
MPUIIIIOCHh HAKJIIOHUTHCS K HEMY, YTOOBI BCE XOPOIIIEHHKO PACCIIBIINIATS.



— Benu cebs tTuxo. JInmmux aBmkeHUH He aemail. He o3upaiics 1Mo cTopoHam, 3TO BBIISIIAT
MOIO3PUTENBHO, TOTOMY YTO HET B OKpyre HU €IUHOMN BeAbMBI, KOTOpas He ObiBajia B Bammupuu.
Kornma mpuaem B 10M, He pasmisibiBail Te€X, KTO TaM HaxomuTcs. Eciau yx Tede Tak MHTEPECHO
MIOCMOTPETH, Aenall 3T0 He3ameTHo. Ho maBHoe, HE cMOTpy MM B mia3a. OHU 3TO UYBCTBYIOT.
Jlepxuch psaoOM co MHOHM, HE oTxoAu HM Ha mar. CToil Mojya, HE TOBOPU HU CJIOBa M BOOOIIE
CTapaics HE U3/1aBaTh HUKAKHUX 3BYKOB.

Jlucca kuBana. Eii coBceM He MOHpaBWJIach 3aresd NMPUHLA B3SITh €€ ¢ coboil croma. OHa,
KOHEYHO, CaMa CONIACUJIACh C HUM IO€XaTh, HO BEIb OHA HE 3HANA, KyJa MOXET OTHPABUTHCS
CaiiMOH MO3JHUM BEYEPOM, HE IPEIYNPEAUB HUKOTO U3 IIPUIBOPHBIX.

— He nmymato, uyTo KTO-TO OymeT 3agaBarh TeOe BOMPOCHI, HO €CJIM ATO BCE K€ MPOU3O0UICT,
OoTBeYall KOPOTKO M SICHO, HE TPOMKO, HO TaK, 4ToObI TeOs Bce chblmain. [1o Bo3aMOKHOCTH s Oymy
oTBeyarh 3a Te0s. S BUXKy, yTO Tebe CTpalHo, HO mocTapaiics, YToObl HE yBUIEN OOJIbIIe HUKTO —
y HaCTOSIIEH BEIbMbI HET MPUYUH OOSITHCS BaMIIMPOB, a T€Os HU 3a YTO HE JIOJDKHBI OTJIUYUTH OT
HacTosIIelH BeabMbl. Eciau Thl Oynenis cOOJIOIaTh BCE MpaBuiia, KOTOPbIE s T€OE TOJIBKO YTO
pacckasaj, OHM HUYEro He 3anoao3psar. Muewm.

OnHu Brexanu B ropo. Memnuncca He yzepkanach U CTajIa YKPagKkou CMOTPETh O CTOPOHAM.

3nech OBUIO TEMHO, YAUIIBI OCBEIAINCH O4YeHb ci1abo, (OHApU CTOSIM Ha OOJBIIOM
paccTosHUM APYT OT Apyra. Jloma 31ech ObUTH HE3EMHOM KPacoThl — MPOCTO UyJeCa apXUTEKTYPHI,
M B NOJYMpake YIHI[ BBIIIAIEIN TaMHCTBEHHO, MPA4HO BO3BBINIASICH Haa TpoTyapamu. CTEHBI
3IaHH#, OT/IeTTAHHBIE MEJIKOM 3€pKaIbHOM KPOIIKOM, CBEPKAJIA U MEPEIUBAINCH B CBETE (DOHApE.

«Tak eéom mel kaxas, Bamnupusly — nogymana nzymisieHHnas Jiucca. OHa ceilyac BClloMrHama
TO, YTO y3Hajla JaBHBIM-JIaBHO OT 3aTBOPHUKOB: BAMIIUPHI JIOOSAT OOrarcTBO W IMK. 311€Ch, B
Bamnupuu, pockonis Obiia 3aMeTHa BO BceM. KpacuBble J0Ma, aKKypaTHbIE, YACTBIE YIUIIbI, 1O
0OKaM KOTOPBIX BBICAXKEHBI MOCTPUKEHHBIE KYCTUKU. J[ake HEBBICOKHUE (POHAPU 3/I€Ch BBIIJIAICIN
HEOOBIYHO — BHUTHUEBATHIE METAUNIMYECKUE KOHCTPYKIIMU C JIaMIIaMU, [OJABEIICHHbIMU Ha
LIETI0OYKaX, — CJIOBHO B3AThIE U3 CTAPBIX CKA30K.

[Ipoxokue cMOTpenu Ha BYX BCAIHUKOB, MPOE3KABIIMX 10 TOPOTY, O€3 YAUBICHUS U BOOOIIE
0e3 BCAKHX SMOIMH, CJIOBHO JIaBHO 3HAJM, YTO MPHUHI] U €ro (ppeisinHa coOuparoTcs MOCETUTh
BAMIIMPCKUM Topona. JIMcca mogMeTwsia, 4TO BCE€ BCTPEUCHHBIE HA NYTH JKUTEIU TOopoma —
KECHIMHBI, MY>)KUMHBI, J€TH — OJETHI OYEHb IJIETAHTHO U CO BKYCOM.

— Ilpuexanu, — HeoxuaaHHo cooOumy CaliMOH, OCTAHABIMBASCh Y BBICOKMX KOBAHBIX
BOPOT. 32 HUMH BHIHEJACH MIMPOKAs MOIBE3AHAS JOPOXKKA, KOTOpAsl YIUPAJIACh B JBYXATaXKHbBIN
OCOOHSIK C YEpHBIMU CTE€HAMH, OT/EJIAHHBIMU KPACHOW IUIUTKOW. Y BOPOT CTOSUT HMPUBPATHUK.
EnBa 3aBHieB CKBO3b MPYThs JBYX BCAJIHUKOB, OH MOJYa paclaxHyll CTBOPKU BOpOT, U CailMOH ¢
Menuccon Bpexanu B nomectse. K aBepsM noma Beia yepHas MpaMOpHas JECTHULA U3 Tpex
CTyneHeK. Y ee noaHoxusi CaiiMOH CIPBITHYJ C JIOMAAW U ToMor JIucce crycTUThCS.

— D10 nom rpada braacreiina, npaButens Bamnupuu, — MOSCHUI NPUHIT MIETOTOM. — EMmy
MOTYMHSIIOTCS TPEJIBOJIUTENN BCEX TPeX KiIaHOB. CerogHs OH YCTPAUBAET 3BAHbI YKUH, B €70 JOME
coOMparoTcs BhICIIME YUHBI Bamnupuu.

Menucca yxacHylach, MpPeJICTaBUB ce0e, KaK BBIVISIUT 3aCTOJILE BAMIMPOB — TOJOIHBIE
KJIBIKACThIE TBAPU €IAT OTBPATUTEIBLHOE OKPOBABIECHHOE MsCO. OHa OTOrHana TOMHOTBOPHYIO
KapTuHY H Bcies 3a CalilMOHOM HampaBuiach K aoMy. [IpuHIl nprka3an el CTOSTh Yy JIECTHUILIBL, a
caM MOJHSUICA Ha KPbUIBLO Y TPUKJBI CTYKHYJ JIBEPHBIM MOJIOTKOM B BUJE 3BEPUHOU T'OJIOBBI C
3y0acTOM MacThio.

Ha nBepu OTKpBUIOCH MAJIEHBKOE OKOIIKO. B TEMHOTE CBEPKHYJIM YbH-TO IJ1a3a.



— IIpuBercTByIO Bac, Bale BbICOYECTBO, — MPOU3HEC XOJOIHBIM MYKCKOU ronoc. — BbI He
oIHH"?

— Co MHoOI1 BegbMa — MOsI ppeilinHa, — HeBO3MYTHUMO oTBeTH CaiiMoH. OKOIIKO Ha JIBEpU
3aKpBUIOCH, M IBEPh OTBOPHIIACH. Ha mopore mosiBUiICS BBICOKHH BaMITAP, OAETHIN B KOCTIOM, OUYE€Hb
MOX0XHUH Ha YHHU(GOPMY OpULIMAHTA B 3JIUTHOM PECTOPaHE.

— JloOpo moskasioBarh, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, — JBOPEIKUN MOKJIOHWICSA. — Bammx nomanei
OTBEIYT B KOHIOIIHIO.

Jlucca, He cHuUMas KamwomoHa, kak W Bejen CaliMOH, MpoLUIa BCJIEA 3a MNPUHIEM E
MPUXOXKYI0. TaM UX BCTPETUII €LIE OJIMH BAMIIUP TOYHO B TAKOM K€ KOCTIOME, KaK U MEPBBIN.

— Bame BbicOU€CTBO, — C TOKJIOHOM HPOU3HEC BaMIIUp. — Sl MPOBOXKY BacC B TPANE3HYIO.

«Kakue onu 6ce edicusvle», — HEBOJIBHO yauBuiach Jlucca.

— Crofia, moxanyicra, — CiIyra pacnaxHyi rnepej HUIMU JBepb KoMHarhl. [lomenienre Ob110
OCBEIICHO CBEYaMHM, OTUETO MO CTEHAM OJTYKJaJI TAMHCTBEHHBIE TEHU.

B kxomHare CTOS JIMHHBIA CTOJI, YCTABJICHHBIA IOCYIOM. 3a CTOJIOM CHUJIEIU JECSITEepO
Pa30[EThIX B NIMKAPHBIE KOCTIOMBI BaMIIMPOB. Melncca ¢ y:kacoM 3aMEeTHJIa Y HUX Ha Tapeskax
0OJIbIIIME KYCKH MOITYCHIPOrO MsICa C KPOBBIO, @ B TPO3PAYHBIX KYOKAaX — KPACHYIO KHUJIKOCTb.

VYBuJEB mpUHIIA B JBEpsX, BCE COOpaBIIMECS pPa30oM BCTaIM M MOKJIOHWIHUCH. Bce mnuia
BBIPAXKaJIM YAUBIICHUE: IPUHIIA 3JE€Ch SIBHO HE KIAJU.

— Baie BbICOYECTBO, — MPOU3HEC TIIYOOKHM, PACKATUCTBHIM T'OJIOCOM BaMIIUpP BO IJIaBe
cToJIa. DTO ObUT CyXONaphlid MY)KUHHA JIET MATUIECITH Ha BU, BBICOKUH, C POAOITOBAaTHIM Y3KUM
JUIOM U JJIMHHBIMU TIPSIMBIMH BOJIOCAMHU. B €ro HENnpusTHOM Ha MEPBbIA B3IVIAJl BHEIIHOCTH
MPUCYTCTBOBAJI, OIHAKO, HEKU MarHeTusMm. Jlucca noraganacek, 4To 3TO U €CTh XO35IMH JoMa, Tpad
biancreiin.

— Bam BU3UT 1 HAC NpUSATHAS HEOKUIAHHOCTh. OKaXKUTE€ HAM 4YECTh — OTYKHHAUTE C
HAMU.

— Cnacu0o, s He TOJ0/IeH, — XOJIOJIHO 0TO3BaJICs MpuHIl. — [loXxaiyi, BBINbIO BUHA.

OHn HaksoHMIICs K JIMcce 1 eBa CIBIIHO MPOUIETTaN:

— Bceranens 3a Moel CIUHOM.

OH cen 3a cron mpsimo HampoTuB rpada. Menucca BcTana mosaad Hero. Tyr ke psaoMm
MmosIBWJICS ciiyra, mnoctaBuil mnepes CaliMoHOM OOKajdl W HAMOJHWJI €ro KpOBaBO-KpPacHOMU
KUJKOCTBIO W3 M3SIHOW XpYCTAJIBHOW OYyTBUIM. « Dmo 6ce2o auudb UHO», — C OOJETYEeHHEM
nonymana Jlucca — oOHa-TO yKe yclmena pelmTh, 4TO B OOKallaXx y BaMOUPOB KpoBb. CailMOH
ceJall TIIOTOK U OTCTaBHJI OOKaJ.

— MUrak, rpad, s 3mecy mo gery, — npousHec CailMOH co Bcel Cepbhe3HOCTHIO. brancreitn
oOpaTui Ha MPHUHIIA B3IJIsIT BHUMATEIbHBIX YEPHBIX TJ1a3.

— UYTo %€ mpuBesio Bac B MOIO CKPOMHYIO OOUTEIIb, Ballle BHICOYECTBO?

CaitMOH rmomoJtdaji, CoOupasicb ¢ MBICIISIMHU.

— 1 npuexan moroBOPUTH O BOMHE.

Bammiupel 3amepnu. Y Menaucchl OSIBUIOCH TyPHOE MPEIUYBCTBUE.

— 4l He moOHMMar0, Ballle BLICOYECTBO.

— $1 ToBOpIO O BammMX JAEHCTBHUSAX MO OTHOIICHHWIO K CBETJIBIM, rpad. S umero B BUIy HE
KOHKPETHO Bac, U JakKe HE MHOTOyBakaeMbIX 0apoHOB. Bo3MOXkHO, BO BCeM BUHOBATHI PSIOBHIC
xutenu Bamnupun. Banm noagaHnHbele HApYIIAOT PUKa3 O HEHAIIAICHUH.

['pad HaxMypHIICS 1 TOMpPAYHEL.

— YT0 3acTaBuiIO Bac Tak AyMaTh, Ballle BHICOYECTBO?



CariMoH caenaln emie IOTOK BuHA. OH ObUT aOCOIIOTHO XJIAJHOKPOBEH, W Jlmcca HEBONBHO
1103aBHJI0BaJIa €r0 YMEHHUIO BIaJCTh COOOM.

— MHe cTanio u3BecTHo, — npousHec CailMOH BKPaIUMBBIM I'OJIOCOM, — YTO Ha TEPPUTOPHUH
Bamnupuu HaxoasTCs Tpoe MJISHHBIX b OB.

Bamnupsl, cuneBnme 6nmxe Bcex K baacTeliny, nepenisiHymuck. JIucca goraganach, 4To 3TO
U ecTh OapOHBI, MPEIBOAUTEIN TPEX KJIAHOB — OCTaJbHBIC BAMITUPHI 32 CTOJIOM OBLUIM HE TakK
0oraTo OJETHI.

— YTo0 BBI 00 3TOM CKaxkxeTe? — mouHTepecoBalics npuHil. ['pad BOIPOCUTETBHO ITOCMOTpE

Ha 0apOHOB.

— MBI HUYEro He 3HaJIM, BAllle BBICOYECTBO, — CKa3aJl OIWH U3 HUX, CUJICBIIMK MO MPaBYIO
PYKY OT rpada.

— MBI HaiiieM BUHOBHBIX, — IOJIXBaTUJI BTOPOM OapoH.

— Jlymaro, 3TO clenan KTO-TO M3 HU30B, — CIIOKOWHO J100aBUJI TPETUU TpeaBonutenb. M3
BCEX TPOUX OH BBITJISIZIET CAMbIM HEBO3MYTUMBIM. — MBI BO BCceM pazdepeMcsi, Ballle BRICOUYECTBO.

— IlIpeBocxonno, — CaitMOH OfHUM MaxoM ocyinmia Ookai. — Kak ToJbko pazdeperech,

MpUEIETE KO MHE C JIOKJIaJI0M. BUHOBHOTO MBI HAKaXeM.
bapoHbl CHOBa NEPETIISIHYIUCH.

— I'm... — HeyBepeHHO oTKanvisuics rpad. — Bairie BbIcOYeCTBO, MO3BOJIBTE CIIPOCUTb.
— CnpanmBaiite, — kuBHYA CaliMoH. Jlucca SIBCTBEHHO OIIyTHJIa HAPaCTAIOLIEe B KOMHATE
HaMpsHKEHHUE.

— Ilouemy BbI 3ammi@aeTe 31bGHoB?

Bouapwiocs monyanue. Bamnup, CUAEBIMKA PAIOM C IPUHIIEM, B3JPOTHYI, YCIIBIIIAB CJIOBA
rpada. Ha nunax npucyTcTByIOIMX ObUIO TaKOE€ BBIPAKEHHE, CJIOBHO UM ATOT BOIMPOC MOKA3AJICS
HEMBICIIMMOM HAIJIOCTHIO.

CaiiMOH oTpearupoBai BCE TaK kK€ COKOMHO.

— BB1 ommbaetecs, rpad, — X0Ja0aHO OTYeKaHWI OH. — S 3amminaro BoBce He 316G oB. MHe,
KakK puHOy MuaHanTa, cieayer KOHTPOJIUMPOBATh UCIIOJHEHUE gcex OTAAHHBIX MHOIO MPUKa30B. U
€CJIM 3TO MOHAA00UTCA, MOABEPraTh HAKA3aHUIO TEX, KTO MOCMEET MEHS OCIYIATHCS.

CailMOH TOJIHSJICS Ha HOTH.

— Jlymaro, pa3roBop Ha 3TOM MOXET ObITh OKOHuUeH. [[o Bctpeum, rpad. o cBumanus,
rocrnoa.

CaliMOH OBICTPBIM TBEPJbIM IIATOM HANpPaBHWJICS K Bbixomdy. Jlucca mocemeHusna 3a HUM, €J1Ba
CIAEP>KUBASICh, YTOOBI HE OIISIHYTHCS Ha BAMIUPOB, CUJSIIMX 3a CTOJIOM. OHU YXOAWJIN B TPOOOBOI
tunmHe. HUKTO He M31an HU 3ByKa, MOKa 3a MPUHIIEM U ero GpeiInHON He 3aXJIONMHYIach ABEPh
Tpane3Hoil. J[Bopeukuii nmpoBoani ux 10 Bbixoga. Korma CaitMoH m Jlucca BhIIUIM Ha YIUILY,
Jomaau yxe xxjaainu ux. CaiiMon nmomor Menucce 3a0parbes Ha JIOIIAAb, TOTOM JIETKO BCKOYMJI Ha
cBoero kKoHs. EnBa oHuM BbIeXaau 3a BOPOTa, OH NOBEpHYIICA K JIncce u TUXO ckazai:

— HaMm HyxHO nockopee BbIOpaThcsi U3 BaMnupuu U BEpHYTHCS B 3aMOK.

Jlucca orBeTmna eMy HMCIyraHHbIM B3DIAI0M. CallMOH KHBHYJI €M M HEOXHIAHHO YIapuil
HoraMu 1o OokaM KOoHsA. KoHb B3METHYNCSI Ha ABIOBI M copBajicsl ¢ Mecta. Jlucca mocnenmia 3a
npuHieM. Eil ObUIO CTpalHO CKakKaTh Ha TaKOW CKOPOCTH, HO CTpax IMepea 3TUM TOPOJOM U €ro
KUTEISIMH ObLI e1lle CUJIbHEE.

OHM Myanuch Ha BCEM CKaKy [0 CaMOro KOHIIA AOpPOrHM M3 KpacHoro kamHs. CailMOH
OCTaHOBUJI KOHSA Y MocaeaHero (GpoHaps.

— Teneps MOXHO Tak HE THaTh, — CKa3aJl OH. Mencca TSXeJIo Ablliana, CIOBHO 3TO HE



JI0IIa/ib, 2 OHA CaMa TOJBKO YTO Mpodexkasa 00JIbII0e pacCTOSHHE.

— Hy uto ¢ Tob6o#, Jlucca? — CaliMOH BIIANENCS B €€ JUIIO0 U HaxMypuics. — YTcC
CIIYy4YHJIOCH?

— Jla Huyero ocoOEHHOro, MPOCTO K BaMIupaM Ha OOKaJIBMK BHHA 3acKouyuiia, —
npousHeciia Menucca ApoxkKalmM roJiocoM, C HEKOTOPOU J0JIe pagocTH OOHAPYKUB, YTO BCE €IIe
criocoOHa s13BUTh. CTpax MOTUXOHBKY OTCTYIIAJI, BEITECHSIEMbIN JTFOOOBITCTBOM.

— A 4TO 3TO 3a pa3roBOp O MJICHHBIX AJb(ax? — MOUHTEPECOBAIACH OHA, KOT/Ia BCATHUKU
BBIEXAJIM HA HEOCBEUICHHYIO JIOPOTY.

CalimoH moMoJyasl, oOJymMbIBas OTBET, WU TyT Menucca BHE3alHO YBHUJENA CBETSIIEECs
MSTHBIIIKO, MEJIBKHYBIIIEE B KyCTaxX cjieBa OT Hee. BOkpyr crosuia kpomemmHas TeMeHb, U Jlucca
CHauajla penmiia, 4ro ed mnokaszanock. Ho Tyr TuUXOHBKO XpycTHyna BeTka, u Jlucca
HAaCTOPOXKWJIACh. B KycTax CHOBa MpPOMENBKHY/IA BCIBIIIKA CBETA, CKPbLIACh B JINCTBE, U HA MUT
BOLIAPUJIACH TUIIMHA.

— CaiiMOH, — TUXOHBKO 1o3Bajna Jlucca. — Tam B KycTax KTO-TO €CTb.

— 4l 3Har0, — emie Tuie oro3Basica npuHU. — He nBurancs.

OH cOpeITHYT C KOHA M MOAKpaJICs K KycTaM. B ero pyke mosBWJICS OTHEHHBIA IIAPUK —
Tako ke Jlucca Buaena, Korga MPHUHI] YIPAKHSIICA B METKOCTHM Ha MOPTPETax KOPOJIEBBI,
MOJIBEIIEHHBIX HA JepeBbsiX. [IpoCcTpaHCTBO BOKPYr OTHEHHOrO IApuKa OCBETHJIOCHh. CailMOH
MPOTSHYM PYKY K KYCTaM.

— Brixonure, — cKasai OH JIEASHBIM TOJIOCOM, U IIAPUK UcYe3 U3 €ro pyku. [IpuHI BepHyics
Ha JIOWIAb.

Jlucca wucnyraHHO BcMarpuBajgachb B TEMHOTY, rajas, KTO MOXET MpsTarbCsi B OTUX
3JIONOJIYYHBIX KycTaX. OTBET Ha 3TOT BOMPOC MPEB3OILEN BCE €€ 0KUTaHUS.

BeTku 3aieBenunuch, 3allypliaid, U U3 HHUX, OMYCTUB TOJOBBI, MOSBUIIUCH JIBA CTPAHHBIX
CylecTBa. JTO ObUTM MY)KYMHA W JKCHIIMHA, U BBIVISACIA OHH 00a OYeHh HEOOBIYHO JaXKe IO
CpaBHEHUIO C JpYrUMH oOuTareiasMu MuaHaiita. Y OJKEHIMHBI OBUIM OYEHb CBETJIBIC
pacTpernaHHble BOJOCHI JJIMHOM 10 mosica. MyxurHa Toxke ObUT cBeTI0BoJ0Cc. O0a ObUIH OACTHI B
OJMHAKOBbIE TTOTPEMaHHbIE, PBAHbIE U TPSA3HBIE KOCTIOMBI, OBIBIIME, MO BCEH BUAMMOCTHU, KOTJIA-TO
oenocHekHbIMU. HO caMbIM BBIICNISIFONMCS 3JIEMEHTOM UX BHEIIHOCTH OBUIH IJ1a3a — PacKoChIe,
osecTsime, Kak OyJATO CBETSIIMECS, 00paMJICHHBIE MBIIIHBIMU PECHUIIAMU, OHU TaK U MPUTATUBAIN
B3TJISI.

Jlucca BO Bce mIaza pa3misjbiBaia HEOOBIYHBIX CyiiecTB. OHM TeM BpPEMEHEM MOAOLUIN
MOOJIMKE K JIOLIAISIM U OCTAHOBUJIUCH, TS HA IPUHIIA.

— Yro BHI 311€Ch HemaeTe? — BiacTHO ocBenoMuuicst CaliMOH.

Cy1iecTBa mpoMoJI4alu.

— Kak BbI crozia nomnanu?

CHoBa mosiyanue. Jlucca 3aMeTWsia, YTO MPHUHI] Pa3ApaXeH... U CJerka CMYIIEH. «B uem
0eno?y» — mojaymana OHa U3yMJICHHO.

— Bbr1 cOexanu u3 Bamnupum, Benp Tak? — npogoixan CaiimMoH cBoi gompoc. Ha sTot pa:-
MPUHIL TOTY4YuIT OTBET. CBETIIOBOJIOCAS )KEHIIMHA €/1BA 3aMETHO KMBHYJIA.

— 3HaAuUT, BBl T€ CaMmble 3Jb(bl, KOTOPHIX BAMIIUPHI JIEpKald B IUIEHY, — 3ayMYHBO
nporoBopuil CaiiMOH.

«Onvgvr ?! — Menucca efBa He yrnajia ¢ Jomaan. — 3Hauum, 60m KaxK OHU 8bl2s0sm!»

— W kaxoBa K€ 1eJIb Balllero BU3WTa B Halle rocyaapctBo? — B rojioce CaitMona Menucce
MOYYJUJICS capkKa3M. — BbI MOCIIbI UJIW IIITUOHBI?



«Tax onu mebe u omsemunru! — nonymana Jlucca. — byob onu nocramu, He npamanuce Ov
om mebs 6 kycmax!»

— MBpBI He IIMUOHBI, — Havajia ObUTo AJIb(uiiKa, HO €e TOBApHIIl pe3KO0 epedu ee.

— MBI HE MOKEM HMYEro BaMm pacckaszarb, — IpousHec oH. Oka3anoch, UTO y HEFO OYEHBb
KPaCHUBbBIA MEJIOIUYHBINA TOJIOC.

CaliMOH eie CHBIIHO B30XHYI. JIMcca mocMoTpesia Ha HEro W yAWBUJIACh, YBUJIEB Ha €ro
Juile He 37100y WM JI0Caay, a CMEPTEIbHYI0 ycTalocTh. Ho ero jmanpHeime ciaoBa YIUBWIHN €€
elle CUJIbHEE.

— VYOupaiiTech 0TCIOJIa, — TMOBEIUTENIBHO MTpou3Hec CalimoH. — U He momnagaiTech OOJbIIe.

OnpamM HE MPHUILIOCh MOBTOPATH ABAXKbl. MyKurMHaA OBICTPO PAa3BEPHYICS M CKPBUICS B
temHoTe. JKeHnmHaa, OpocHuB Yepes rmiedo oarogapHblil B3 Ha CaliMoHa, TTociieIoBaja 3a HUM.
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— B gem npeno, Calimon? — moBepHynach k npuHity Jlucca, ensa amnedsl yuum. — [louemy T
OTIYCTUJ UX?

CaiiMOH ToKaJ1 MJIeYaMHu.

— Ilycts nayr. Ha uto oHn MHE?

— T'ocmomn, ga uto Ha TeOs Hanpio?! OHU K€ HIIMHUOHEL, 3TO oueBUIHO! MoxxeT ObITh, OHH
SIBUJIMCH CIOJIa, YTOOBI M30aBUTHCS OT TEOSI U KOPOJIEBBI U 3aXBATUTh BIACTH!

— Ecnu oHu xoTenu oT MeHs U30aBUTHCS, TOJIBKO YTO UM BbINAJ OTJIWYHBIN IIAHC, OJIHAKO
OHM MM HE BOCIIOJIb30BAINCH. S 3HAI0, 3a4€M OHM 311€Ch. 11 3TO HUKAK HE KacaeTcs BJIACTH Hal
MuiHaiiToM.

— Tak 4To %€ UM 371eCh HY)KHO?

— [lomuumm, s roBopus Tede, 4To J04b KopoJss [llaitna mponana? Xoauau CIyXu, 9YTO OHA
3nech, B Muanaiite. Het apima 6e3 oras, JIucca. Onu uiyt ee.

Menucca HaxXMypHUIIach.

— Bamnupsl BcTanu y HUX Ha nmytd, — npogonkan Caitmon. — B Bamnupuu 3Tux 31b(oE
cxparwid. OHM Oexanu u3 IieHa. Mo# commsiaaraii cooOlan, 4To ux ObUIO Tpoe, HO, MO BCe
BUJIUMOCTH, OJTHOIO OHH MOTEPSIIU. A ApYyrue ABOE MPOJIOKAIOT MOUCKHU MPUHIIECCHI.

JIncca momya OCMBICIIMBAJIA YCIBIIAHHOE U HUKAK HE MOIJIa ITOHATh MOCTYIIOK IIPUHIIA.

— S xouy momnpocuTh TeOs koe o ueMm, — ckazan CailMOH HErpoMKo, TpepbiBasi ee
Pa3MBILUICHUS.

— O yem?

— He pacnipoctpansiics, nmoxanyiicra, 00 5TOM HUHIIMJIEHTE BO JBOpIe. He roBopu HUKOMY.
HukTo He JoJIKeH 3HAThb.

— Xoporo, — JIucca Bce 0oJblie U OobIle yausisiaack. — Jlaxe Mopena?

— Jlaxxe Mopena. Tbsl Beilb HUKOMY HE CKaXelllb?

— Her, pa3 eI npocunsb.

— Otnmnuno. [Toexanu. Ham Hy>)KHO Kak MOYKHO CKOPEE BEPHYTHCS B 3aMOK.
% %k ok

JIucca TUXOHBKO Kpajach MO KOPUAOPY MOA3EMENbS, MPUAECPKUBAs MTOA HAKUIKON CBEPTKH C
€101, KOTOPYIO OHA YKpaJIa MOCJIE YKUHA.

JIBepp THXOHBKO 3ackpumena, korma Menucca otkpbuia ee. CopsiTaB KoY, JEBYIIKA
MPOCKOJIb3HYJIA 32 ABEP.

— Tleitmx! Benau! — menoroM mo3Baiia oHa. HecMoTpst Ha To, 4To ceifyac Obuia ITyOOKas
HOYb, JIncca He coMHeBallach, YTO TUICHHUIIBI OYIYT €M pajibl.

— Menucca! — Bocknuknyna [leimpk. — Kak xopo1to, 4To Tel mpUDia.

— 5 npunecna Bam eny, — Jlucca mpucena Ha KOPTOYKM Yy PEUNIETKA W BbITAlWJIA
BHYIIIMTEJIbHBIE CBEPTKH C TTEUCHBIM KapTo(eaeM U KyCOUKaMH KapeHOU KYPHUIIHI.

— O, cnacubo! — ob6pagoBanace [e K.

— Ecth HOBOCTH? — nIOMHTEpecoBaIach BeHan, moka ee noApyra noejiajia KypuHyr HOXKY.

— EcTtb, — KkuBHYyIa Jlucca.

[Iponwio yxe Tpu IHS ¢ TeX mop, Kak oHu ¢ CaitMmoHoM e31uii B Bamniuputo, u teneps Jlucce
penmiack pacckasarh moapyram o0 mHIuAeHTe B Jecy. OHa, KoHeuHo, nana CailMoHy oOemanue
HUKOMY HE TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM, HO BCE K€ MOCUMTAIA HY>KHBIM COOOIIMTH MOAPYraM O JIBYX db(ax



Ha Tepputopru MuaHaura.

— HenaBHo MBI ¢ ipuHIleM ObUIH B Bammupuun, — ckazana Menucca. [eiikx momnepxaymack.

— Huuero cebe! — axHyna oHa ¢ HaOUTHIM pToM. — U Te6st Tam He youu?!

— Kak Buaumb, — ycMmexnynach Jlucca. — Ho s He 00 3ToM xoTena Bam pacckasarb. I[lo
nopore oOparHo Mbl TTOMMaIu ABouX 3Jib(GoB. OHM NMPATATUCh B KYCTaX HEMOAAJIEKY OT BbIe3/a U3
ropoga. CailMoH roBopuJ, KTo-To B Bamnupuu nep:xan ux B mieny. Bepuee, B Bamnupun ux 0bu1o
TpO€, HO MBI BUJICJIH TOJBKO JBOUX.

— BbI moiManu ux ... 4T0? — OCTOPOKHO MMOUHTEpECOBAIACH BeH 1.

— W Hnuero, — noxana riedamu Jlucca. — CallMOH OTITYCTHII UX.

Benau numpoko oTkpbLia riasa.

— To ecTb kak 310 — oTnycTun? OH NPOCTO Jajd UM YUTH?

— Jla. YUecTHO TOBOpsI, cama He 3Hal0, YTO Ha HEro Halllo, HO OH NPUKa3all UM youpartbcs!

Benau youBiieHHO moKadana rosioBoil. [leimk, mMpokeBaB, HAKOHEI, CBOK KapTOIIKY,
MPOU3HECTA:

— 3HayuT, MIAIEHbKUIN comen ¢ yma. Thl JI0X0 Ha Hero Biuseln, Jincca. O noOpeer.
Ny, MoxeTr ObITh, OH MPOCTO BBICTABISUICS Mepea ToOoi? Peunms npous3BecTH Ha JEBYIIKY
BIICUATJICHUE U ClleNarh u3 ce0s crnacurtens 3ab(oB. HaBepHska eciu Obl T€Osi ¢ HUM HE OBUTO, OH
yous Obl uX Ha MecTe!

— Ilepecranb, — ocaauina ee Menucca. — OH BOBce HE TaKOM Mep3aBell, KakKUM ThI €ro cede
npenactaisienb! CailMOH OYEHb XOPOIIMiA!

[Teipx moMoItdaa, BIIISIABIBASICH B JIMIO JIMCCHL

— Jla TBI ke BiroOseHa B Hero! — C yKOpoM Ipou3HEcHa IJIeHHUIla. — B Bammupa, B
MOHCTpa C KJIbIKaMH!

— Jlaxxe ecnu u Tak, To yto?! Teds 310 BooOIIE HE KacaeTcs!

[leitmx cmotpena Ha Menuccy Tak, OyATO HE MOTJIa MOBEPUTH, YTO Ta B 3JPaBOM YMe.
Vs3Bnennas Jlucca Bckoumiia, pa3BepHyIach Ha KabJyKax v yaaauiach.

Ilenmx 1 Benaun moiua cMotpenu eu Beien. Korma cHapyku 3allelIKHYICS 3aMOK, Benau
B3JIOXHYJIA.

— Monoauuna, [leimkx. MHe, BOOOIIE-TO, XOTEI0Ch JOCIyIIaTh 00 3Jibdhax.

— A 4TO 5 Takoro ckasana?!

— Ter 3agena ee uyBctBa. JI000Bb 31a, Ileiimx. Ho eciu Jlucca momoOuna Takoro, Kak
Caitmon brakeiin, 3HauuT, B HEM JEHCTBUTEIBHO €CTh YTO-TO XOpollee 1 Jo0poe.

[Tenmx He orBeTrna. OHA M cama yKe MOXKaJIeNla, YTO TAK PE3KO 0TO3BaJacCh O MPHUHIIE, BEIb
JTaBHBIM-IaBHO OBLIO SICHO, YTO MEXKIy HUM U MeNnucCcoi 4TO-TO €CTh.

— B cnenyronmii pa3 u3BUHIOCH, — OypKHYJa OHA ¢ ocafoi. Benau noansia OpoBH.

— Jlymaernis, OyAeT ciaeayrommi pas?

% %k ok

Jlucca oTkpbina mkadg v Hayraj aocraia miarbe. CerofHs el monagock 0JIeTHO-CUPEHEBOE C
JUIMHHBIM PYKAaBOM U KPacHUBO OOIIMTHIM KPY)KE€BaMU BEPXOM, OTKPBIBaBIIMM Iiedu. OneBIMCH,
Menucca BbllDIa U3 KOMHArhl U YK€ COOMpalIach CIYCKAaThCsl BHU3 B TPOHHBIA 3ajl, HO TYT B
Kopuaop Bomea CaiMoH.

— Ilpuset, most moporasi, — oH 00Hs1 JIuccy. — BoIrmsaunis BenukoenHo!

— Cnacubo, — ynbioHynacs Jlucca.

— WneM B KOMHATy, — MPOILIENTAN MPUHI] €M Ha YXO, YBJIEKas €€ 32 CO00M K ABEPH.

— A Kak xe npuem? — oTo3Bajach Menucca, He CONPOTUBIISIACH.



— Ceronns ero He OyaeT, — CaliMOH MOJHSI ACBYIIKY Ha PyKH U BHEC €€ B CIAJIBHIO.

— TrI Takas kpacuBasi! — oH ynoxui JInccy Ha KpoBaTh U KapKo IOIIEI0Ba.

— S mobmo Tebs, CaiiMOH, — CIIOBHO B 3a0bIThbM mpomentana Jlucca. M Tyt k¢
OMOMHMJIACh, MOTOMY 4TO CalMOH OTCTPaHWJICA M TIOCMOTpeNl €Ml B miaza. B ero B3muize
CMEIIMBAJIUCH HEJIOYMEHHUE, JIFOOOIMBITCTBO M YTO-TO €I1Ie, 4ero Menucca He cMOorJia OHSATh.

— JIro6mto... — tuxo noBropua CalimoH. — Bcerja xoten 3Harh, 4To 3TO 3HAYUT. 1O €CTh, 5
MOHKUMAI0, YTO ATO YYBCTBO — S JII00JI0, Harpumep, MopeHy, MoTOMY YTO OHa MOU JIpyr, OHa BCIO
’KU3Hb ObLIIa PSIZIOM U BCEIJIa MEHS BhIpydasa U nojajaepkuBaja. Ho 3To ¢iioBo, «1000BbY», OHO BEJb
SIBHO HE TOJBKO 00 3TOM, IpaBaa? Urto 3to 3HauuT 1j1s Te0s? Jlucca, o0bsicHu MHe!

OH ¥ cam He 3aMeTHJI, KaK 3aroBopuj rpomye. B ero ronoce mociplmanuch TpeOoBaTeIbHBIC
HOTKH, HO TJIa3a BBIpaXKajikd 4TO-TO MOX0XkKee Ha MOJIBOY.

Menucca B3oxuyina. beHblil napeHb — OH HE 3HAET, YTO TaKOe JIFOOOBH!

— Pacckaxku MHe, — nouTH menoToM nomnpocui CaliMmoH. JIucca cesna u B3sijia ero 3a pykKu.

— DTO CIIOKHO OO0BACHUTH. JIt1000BE... JIT000BE — 3TO 1ieaas BceneHHas! Eciau ToI mo0uIb
ThI TOTOB TOKOPUTh BECh MUP paJiv JIIOOUMOTo 4yeiaoBeka. JIto00Bb — 3TO Kora TBOE cep/ilie, TBOs
Iylia M BCS TBOSL CYHNIHOCTh MPHUHAJJIEKAT TOJBKO OJHOMY €JIMHCTBEHHOMY... JIF000BH — 3TO
KOTJa THI KMBEIIb HE I ceOs, a I ABOUX. ThI TOTOB MATH 3a JIOOMMBIM YEJIOBEKOM Ha Kpai
CBETa, TOTOB Ha JIFOOBIC ITOJIBUTH, TOTOB Ja)K€ OTJATh CBOIO YKU3Hb!

— Sl roToB oTaarh 3a T€OS KU3HDb, €CIU NMpUAETCs, — B3N CaliMOHA 3aropescst CTpaHHBIM
orHeMm, kakoro Jlucca erie HUKOT/Aa He BUJIeNIa B 3TUX YEPHBIX, KaK cama ThMa, Iia3ax.

— Ho ecnu 3TOT MUp pa3pynmTth, — Mpoaosnkana Menucca. — DTO MPUHECET MHOTO OO0JIH
000HM BITIO0JIEHHBIM. DTO OYEHB, OYEHB IIOXO. ..

OHa He 3ameTHIIa, Kak 1o €€ MeKaM MOKaTUuiIuCh cie3bl. CailMOH HEKHO IPOBEN PYKOHU MO €€
JUILY.

— TBoi1 Mup ObUIT pazpylieH, — aAorajancs oH.

Menucca He oTBeTHIA. 3a Bce BpeMsl TPeObIBaHUS BO JBOPIIE, 32 TO BPEMSs, UTO OHA IbITalach
CMHPHUTHCS ¢ O€3yIepKHBIM, HETTOABIACTHBIM pa3yMy YyBCTBOM K MOJIOJIOMY IIPUHILY, OHA BIIEPBHIC
MJjiakajga o MOTEPSIHHOW JIFOOBU K JIPYIrOMY, K uel08eKy, KOTOPBIM TaKk MHOTO cJiejiaj Uil Hee... U
KOTOPBIA OCTaJICA TaM, B IPyroM MUpPE, B MPOIUIOM. JIucca 4yBCTBOBajIA Y)KAaCHYIO TOpedb YTpaThl,
CJIOBHO OH yMEp...

«Ho [[xceuic orcug! Hem, on ne ymep! Omo s ymepna...».

OHa yMepia JijIst HETO U JyIsl BCEX, KOMY Oblia Jopora, JUisl T€X, KTO, BO3MOXHO, JI0 CUX HOp
XKJIET €€ TaM, BO BHEIIIHEM MUPE.

CaiiMmoH HexXHO OOHsT Menuccy U Kpenko mpuxani K cede.

— Teneps 5 3HAIO0 HA3BaHUE TOTO, YTO CO MHOW MPOUCXOIUT, — MpolenTtan oH. — S 1000
TeOs, Menucca.

kosk ok

[[TapnoTrra omisaenach mo cTopoHaM. BoOkpyr HHMKOTO He OBUIO, HO JEBYIIKY 3TO HE
ycnokousio. OHa elnie pa3 TIATEIBHO 00Iapuia B3TIS0M JABOP.

— Bce uncTo, — mporenTtaia oHa. 3J€0HOpa KMBHYJIA U IEPBOM BbIIIIIA U3-3a YIJIa.

— Wnemre ObicTpelt, — pa3apakeHHO 0O0epHYyIach oHa Ha cectep. M3abens 3akarumia rasa u
yckopuiia mar. [lapiorTa, oqHako, HE TOPOMUJIIACH MTOCIIEA0BATh €€ IPUMEpY.

— He 3a0p1BaiiTe 06 OCTOPOKHOCTH, — HETPOMKO HAaIIOMHMJIA OHA cecTpaM. — HaMm HyXHO
MIPOHUKHYTH 3a BOpOTa HezameuennvimMu! CoBceM He 00s3aTeIbHO OMOBEIIATh O HaIlleM MapIipyTe
BECh 3aMOK!



— BedHo ThI ocTOpOXKHUYALI, — HEJI0BOJIHFHO MpoBopUana M3adens, HO OHAa TOHUMAJIA, YTO
cecTpa mmpaBa. Uem MeHbIle Hapoay OyneT 3HaTh 00 UX OTCYTCTBUU, TEM JIyUIIle.

Hakoner, ¢peitaunbl 100paiuch A0 Ja3eMKU B CTEHE KPEMOCTH. DTy Ja3elKy HEe Tak JAaBHO
oOHapyxKuiia DIeoH0pa, MPOTYIMBasCh BOKPYT 3aMka. OHa mocnenmsiaa cCoOOOIMTh O He cecTpawm,
U Tenepb JEBYIIKA OCCHPENSITCTBEHHO MOMIM TMOKHUJATh KPENMOCTh M HE3aMETHO BO3BpAIATHCS.
OTO0, HECOMHEHHO, OYEHb XOPOIIIO TOMOTAJIO UM B BBIIOJHEHUU UX PUCKOBAHHBIX MJIAHOB.

OuyTUBIIMCH CHAPYXKH, 32 CTEHOM, JEBYIIKU MOCIEIMIN YKPBIThCA B JIECY, UTOOBI CLIOKOMHO
npeBparuthesi. Cectpbl TopHByA ObUTM TapnusiMU U MOTIIM MO >KEJIIAHUIO MEHSTh BHEIIHOCTh —
npaBja, Ha 00Jee ypoUTUBYI0, YeM UX BEABMUHCKOE 00IUYBE.

— Ha cuet Tpu? — BomnpocuTenbHo oAHs1a 6poBu M3adens.

— Kak Bcerna, — xummo ynsionynace lllapnotra.

DneoHopa MENJIEHHO COCYMTANIAa JIO0 TPEX, M YEPE3 MTHOBEHHUE IMOJA JEPEBBIMH BMECTO
GbpelyivH TOABWIMCh TpU OOJBIIMX YPOMIUBBIX CO3JaHUS, HE HMEBIIMX HHUYETO OOIIETO C
MPEJIECTHBIMU JIEBYILIKAMU, TOJBKO UTO CTOSIBIIMMH Ha 3TOM MecCTe. Y Tapnuil ObUIM KpYITHBIC
rOJIOBBI, XHUIIHO OCKAJEHHBIE IMACTH C YaCTOKOJIOM OCTpPEHIIMX 3YyOOB, OOJbIIME Yellyidarble
KpbUIbSl W JUIMHHBIE XBOCTHI C IIMIAMHM Ha KOHI[aX. Brpouem, HeOONBIOE CXOACTBO MEXKIY
bpeinuHaMu 1 TapiusMH BCE K€ OCTaJ0Ch — BOJIOCHI Ha TOJIOBaX y HUX COXPAHWIM CBOU IBET:
yepubie y [lapiaoTTsl, pehkue y D1eoHOpHI U CBeTbIe y M3abens.

Tpu rapnuu pacnpaBHJIM KpbUIbS M B3MbUIM BBEpX. OHU JIETEIM HU3KO HAJ JIECOM, €/IBa HE
KacasiCh KPbUIbSIMH BEPXYLIEK JEPEBHEB.

Korma Bmepenu mnokazancs HeOONbIIOW Topod, uyepHoBoJsiocas rapnus Illapiorra Hauana
MEIJIEHHO CHWXKaTbcd. OcTanbHble MOCAEIOBAIM 3a HEW, W BCE BTPOEM OJIArOMOIYYHO
NPU3EMIIUINCH Ha O€3JIF0JHOM MYCTHIPE Ha CAaMOM OKpauHe ropoja.

— Mpmb1 Ha mecte, — oObsiBuia I[llapnoTTa, BHOBb BO3BpaliasiCh K OOJIMKY MPEIECTHOW
bpenauHEL.

— A kak mbl Haiinem gom lIBapria? — crpocuna M3abensb, HakuAbIBas Ha TOJOBY KaIIOIIOH
IOPOKHOTO Iu1an@a. — MBblI )K€ HEe CTAHEM CIPAILLMBATh Y MPOXOKUX.

— 4 3Hato, tae oH oOurtaeT, — oTo3Basach lllapmoTTa, HEBOJIBLHO BCIIOMHHAs O CBOEM
CEeroHsAIHeM BHU3UTe B Banbnypruc panHum yrpom. IIpaBaa, B TOT pa3 1iejib MOCEIICHUS Y HEE
ObLIa COBCEM Jpyrasi, paBHO KakK U B MPEAbIAYIIME €€ HEJJaBHUE BU3UTHI B 3TOT TOPO/I.

— Unewmre.

JleByllIKK BBIIUIA HA JIOPOTY W HAMNpPaBUIIKCh B ropoi. Yaullbl Bamenypruca ObulM MOYTH
ITYCTBI, JINIIb MHOTA BCTPEUAINCH PEAKUE Mpoxoxkue. Ha Tpex oneThiX B TEMHBIE ILUIAIM JEBYIICK
HUKTO HE CMOTpeIN. «Imo xopowo, — nonymana Ilapnorra. — Ham ne HyscHo npusnexamv
TUWHE20 BHUMAHUSD)

[Tomecthe Oypromuctpa, ['appena IllBapua, Haxomuiaoch Ha oOkpauHe Banbmypruca.
JIByX3Ta)XKHOE 3[TaHUE U3 CEpOro KaMHs BBIIISIIENIO JOBOJIBHO MpadyHO. Kak HU CTpaHHO, OTPOMHBIE
YyIr'YHHBIE BOPOTA MOMECThSI OKA3aJIUCh HE 3anepThl. J[E€ByIIKH MPOIUIM YEPE3 HUX U YCTPEMUIIUCH
K JIOMY. DJIEOHOpa NEPBOM MOIHIIACH HA KPBUIBLO MO KAMEHHOW JIECTHUIIE U IOCTYyYala B JIBEPb.
OTKpbUIM HE Cpa3y — CHAyYaJIa 3a ABEPHIO MOCIBIIIAICS 3BYK IIATOB U KAKOW-TO HEBHATHBINA IIOPOX.
3areM BOLApWIach TUIIMHA, W 4Y€pE3 Iapy MTHOBEHHUM ABEPh CO CKPUIIOM MPHOTKpbUIach. Ha
MOpore MOSBUJICS HEONPATHBIN OOPOAATHINE MY>KUHHA.

— l'ocniogun IIBapu, — IapnoTTa oToABUHYIA DIE€OHOPY U BBIILIA BIEPED. — MBI NPHUIILTH
K BaM I10 JIEITy.

XO035IMH OIJISIAEI CECTEP C HOT JI0 TOJIOBBI, U JIUIO €TO CIAEIAJI0Ch MTOA03PUTEIbHBIM.



— Ilo memy, 3HaYUT, — MPOTSAHYI OH 3ayMYHBO, 00/1aB JIEBYIIIEK CMECHIO 3amaxoB Tabaka u
ankoroisi. — M kakoe 510 KO MHE MOXKET ObITh Y (peilinH ero BeicouecTBa?

— MBpbI X0Tenu Obl TOTOBOPUTH C BaMU... O€3 CBUIACTEIICH.

[IIBap1 HaXMYypHJIICH.

— DTO CBSI3aHO C YTPEHHUM IPOUCILECTBUEM, — MOSICHUJIA DJIEOHOpa, U BapJIOK MEPEeBeN Ha
Hee B3IJIAL.

— IIpoxonute, neau TopHBYI, — OH pacHaxHyll ABEPh U MPOIYCTUII AEByIleK BHYTph. Korna
OHU BONUIH, OyprOMUCTp 3amnep ABEPh U3HYTPU U MPOIIIET BIepe]l HUX.

— B Mol kabuHetr, — Opocusl OH Ha X0y, YKa3blBas Ha ABEPh MPSIMO MO KOpuaopy. — A
CEroJIHsl OTIYCTHJI BCEX CIYT, TAK YTO HAM HUKTO HE NMTOMEIIAET.

B mpaunoii komHare, B kotopyto IlIBapir nmpusen ¢peinun, ropen kamuH. [lon 6b11 ycTian
YepHbIM KOBPOM, TEMHBbIE TMOPThEphl Ha OKHax ObUM 3anepHyThl. Ilocpenu kabOuneTa
PACIIOJIOKHUIICS YalHBIN CTOMK, OKPYKEHHBIN KOPUUHEBBIMU KOKaHBIMU KpPECIIaMHu.

— Canurecs, — IBapi ykaszan Ha Kpecia, a caMm YCeJcsl 32 NMCbMEHHBIA CTOJN y OKHa U
CJIOKUJI PYKH TIepe]] COOOM.

— Hrak, nequ?

OH mocmoTtpen Ha JneoHopy, HO orBetwna emy lllapnorra. Kak camas paccynurenbHas u
CIIOKOWHAs U3 HUX TPOUX, BCE MIEPETOBOPHI BeJIa OOBIYHO OHA.

— MBI ObI X0T€MM OOCYIUTH C BaMU TO, YTO MPOU3OIILIO CErOAHS yTPOM. YOUKCTBO Balllero
nomonmHnka Pamona Konsepa.

Bapiox Haxmypuics.

— Heuero 3aech 006Ccyxaarb, — 3aBUJI OH. — S TOUHO 3HAIO, YTO 3TO CHAEJIAIN CBETIIbIE, HO
Balll MHOTOYBa)Ka€MbI TIPUHI] OTKA3aJICsl YTO-JIU00 MPEANPUHUMATH ISl IOMMKH JIa3yTYUKOB. S
YK€ yCIIeNl B 3TOM YOeIuThCsl, KOraa coo0nmi emy 00 yOuiCcTBE CEroHs yTpOM BO JIBOPIIE.

[ITapnoTTa TepneanBo KUBHYIIA.

— OH ¥ He MOXeT HU4ero npeanpuHaTb. Koponesa He XO4eT UATH OPOTUB CBETIBIX, a TPUHII
HE JKeJlaeT CHOBa CBs3bIBaThcs ¢ Hel. Ecnu Hapon y3Haer, 4to mpuHI] JeHcTByeT O0e3 Beloma ee
BEJIMYECTBA, MOMOJI3YT pa3Hble HENPUSITHBIE CIyXd... J[yMaro, ero BbICOUECTBY HE XOTEJIOCH OBbl,
4TOOBI MOJIAHHBIE TTOI03PEBAIM €r0 B TOM, YTO OH KOIAET IO KOPOJIEBY U XOYET OTHSAThH Yy HEe
MPECTOIL.

— Ilpuni Goutcs cinyxoB? — mnepecnpocus Bapiaok. OH, Ka3anoch, ObUT 10 TIYOUHBI YA
ockopOsien cimoBamu IllapnorTtel. OHa KHBHYIAa M YIOBJIETBOPEHHO NOAyMajla Hpo ceds, 4To
pas3roBOp MPUHUMAET HYKHBII 000pOT.

— 3HaAuUT, €ro He MHTEPECYeT, YTO MPOUCXOAUT B €ro rocynapcte?! OH 3a00TUTCS JHIIL O

ceoeM craryce! — IlIBapn ymapuil KymakoMm mo ctoily. OH SIBHO pa3o3JHiCS HE Ha IIyTKY, a
(bpelauHbI TOJBKO 3TOTO U KJIAJH.
— Ho BBl eme MoxeTe 3amHTEpecoBaTh €ro, — BKpaquuBo 3ameTtuina [lapiorra. —

3acTaBUTh MPUCITYIIATHCS K BapJIOKaM.

BypromucTp BHUMAaTEIbHO OCMOTPEN Ha HEE.

— W BBI npHILIIH paccKa3aTh MHE, Kak 3TO CIENATh? — C MOJI03PEHUEM OCBEIOMMIICS OH.

— HMenHo. 3HaeTe, HaM HEMPUITHO CMOTPETh, KaK Ball HAPOJ >KUBET B cTpaxe. CBETbIE
HayaJu JeHMCTBOBaTh akTUBHEE. PaHbIlle OHU OrpaHUYUBATIUCHh NOXUIICHUSAMU, & TENEPh MEPEILIH K
OTKpBHITOMY HanajeHuto. C 3TUM HaAJ0 YTO-TO JieiaTh, HO MPUHIA HE 3a00TST MPOOIEMbI BapIOKOB.

— W 4ro g mory crenatsb?

[TapnoTTa obexana B3MISIIOM KOMHATY, IKOObI COOMpPAasACh C MBICISIMU, XOTSI HA CAMOM JIeJie



3TOT Pa3roBOp ObLI MOATOTOBJIEH 3apaHee.

— BawMm ciienyer mpenarb OITIaCKE CETOAHSIIHEE IMPOUCHIECTBUE M PEAKUUI0 IPUHIA Ha
HOBOCTB 00 yOUKCTBE.

— Kakum 00pa3om? — He MOHsIT BapioK.

— BBl MOkeTe 00paTUThCs B PENaKIMI0 HApOAHOW razeThl. [IycTh OHU HANUIIYT CTarhlo O
TOM, KaK HaIrIeBaTeJIbCKU OTHECCS MPHUHI] K TOMY, YTO ObUI YOUT BIMSTEIbHBIA BapJIOK, U O TOM,
YTO BJIACTH HE COOMPAIOTCSI UCKATh MPECTYITHUKOB.

Bapnoxk 3agymarcs.

— DTO HEIUIOXasi MBIC/Ib, — MPOU3HEC OH. — S moemy Tyaa npsMo cerndac, 4ToObl yKe 3aBTpa
YTPOM MOsI CTaThs MoNaja MPUHILY B PYKU.

OH noaHsUICS U3-3a CTOJIA U yKa3al (ppeilinHaM Ha JABEpPb.

— Ilpemnoro 6marogapeH BaM, JieqH, 32 COBET, HO CeHYac BbIHYX/IEH MPOCTUTHCS C BAMH.

[ITapyioTTa KUBHYJIA, U CECTPBI HAIIPABUIIUCH K ABepH. [1IBapi] mpoBOaMII UX JO BBIXOA.

— Kak no-BameMy, OH mpaBlia OTHpaBWJICA B pelakiuio? — crpocuina W3abens, xorma
AEBYIIKHU J00paJIUCh 10 OKpauHbl Bansnypruca.

— Koneuno, — otBetuna OneoHopa. — Bupena, kakas y Hero Obuia (pU3HMOHOMMS, KOTIa
[lapnoTrTra nojckasaia eMy UAEH0 ¢ ra3eTon?

— JlymMaro, OH JEUCTBUTENBHO TyHda Itoexan, — ckasana [llapnorra W MCTUTEIBHO
yIbIOHYlIach. — A 3TO O3HayaeT, 4TO Y)K€ 3aBTpa yrpoMm Haiml Maimtorka CaiiMoH Oyaer KpaiiHe
OTOPYEH.

% %k Xk

— Ox u HarBOpuUJI e Thl 0en, — npoBopyana Menucca. Ona Bouvia Beiesa 3a CaliMOHOM E

€ro KaOWHeT U 3amepia 3a co0oi ABeph. TOIBKO UTO OHU BEPHYIHUCH U3 NIpUeMHOM, re CailMOH ¢
TPYAOM OTOMJICA OT TPOMX BAPJIOKOB BEChbMa BHYIIMTENIBHBIX TadapuToB. OH TaK W HE MOHSII, MO
KakoMy IIOBOAY OHHM MPUXOAWIM, HO pelmyi, 4YTo Oe3omacHee OygeT mo3Barb CTpPaxy u
BBIITPOBOJIUTH ONACHBIX TOCTEH 32 BOPOTA 3aMKaA.

Jluccy 3TO mpouCIIECTBUE HE HA LIYTKY BCTPEBOXKWJIO. Buepa npuemHyro CaliMOHa MOCETHUI
Oypromuctp Banbsmypruca u cooOnmMiI HENPUATHYIO HOBOCTh: CBETJIbIE JTA3YTUMKH, IPOOpaBIIMECS
Ha TEPPUTOPHUIO TOpOJA BApJIOKOB, YOMJIM €ro MOMOIIHMKA. Bapiok Npocua MO3BOJIUTH €ro
MTOITAHHBIM Ha4yaTh MOMCK MPECTYITHUKOB C LIENbI0 HaKa3aTh MX, oqHaKo CallMOH OTKa3aJl eEMy B
npockOe 0 BO3ME3AMHU M JIOBOJIBHO-TAKH HEAPYXKETOOHO pacnpouaics ¢ HUM. Buepa Jlucca He
IIpUIaJIa 3TOMY BU3UTY HUKAKOTO 3HAYEHUsI, HO CErOHs YTPOM OHa Hamwuia ra3ery. I[Ipours crarsio
Ha NIEepBOM MOJIoCe, JEBYIIKAa BCephe3 3a0eCOKOmIach, HO HE yclelna paccka3arb Bce CaliMOHY: B
MIPUEMHOM Ha HETO HAJIETEIIN TPOE Pa3bsIPEHHBIX IOCETUTEIICH.

Teneps JIucca npuHsina pemeHue BlpaBuTh CaiMOHY MO3TH.

— JHymato, Tebe HE CTOMIIO BU€pa BBHITOHATH OyproMUcCTpa, — Havalla OHa OCTOpPOkHO. — OH
HaBEpHsIKa 3aTanil Ha TeOs 37100Y.

— He mnepexuBaii, y Hac HeT MOBOAOB i OecrmokoiicTBa, — CaliMOH TO-XO35UCKU
pa3BajuiCid Ha JUBAHYMKE, 3aKMHYB HOTH Ha IOMIOKOTHMK. JIMcca akKyparHO mIpucela Ha
KpaeleK Kpecia psioM.

— bOKOCh, UTO BCE-TAKH €CTh, — OHA MOPbLIACH B Ky4€ CETOAHSIIHEN MTOYTHI HA )KYPHAIBHOM
CTOJIMKE, U3BJIEKJIA HYXKHYIO razeTy u Opocuna CailMoHy Ha KoJieHu. [IpuHIl pa3BepHyn U3IaHue.

— DTH NUCAKH ONSATh YTO-TO HAKAIAKAIN? — MPE3PUTEITBHO CKPUBHIICS OH.

— IIpsamo Ha mepBou crpaHule, — Menucca ykasajia Ha KPYIHBIM 3aroJiOBOK, KOTOPBIA
rnacuit: «[Ipunn Ban Mopran — paBHOAYIIHBIA WA O€CITOMOLIHBIHN 7%



— Yro eme 3a yepToBImMHA, — TpodopMoTast CaliMOH M MPOYMTAN BCIYX HAYajao 3aMETKH,
KOTOpasi 3aHMMaJa U3PSAIHYI0 YaCTh CTPAHULIBL:

«Buepa panHuMm yrpom Ha rpaHunie Bansnypruca Obut Haiinmen Ttpyn. Pamon Kounsep,
IIOMOIHUK I'paJlOHAYaJIbHUKA BAPJIOKOB U €T0 XOPOLIMM APYr, CTajl KEPTBOW HAIAJACHUS CBETJIBIX.
Bapnoku cpasy e nmocnenmin U3BeCTUTh 00 3TOM IPHUHILIA, OAHAKO €ro BeicouecTBO Ban Mopran
HE NPEINPUHSIT HUKAKUX JEUCTBUM. .. »

— HWnmnotel! — CaliMOH B SIPOCTH OTIIBBIPHYN Ta3eTy. — S YHUUTOXKY 3Ty NapIIMBYIO
ra3eTeHKY U pacIyllly BCIO UX O0€31apHYI0 PEIAKLIHIO!

Jlucca momya cMoTpena, Kak OecHyeTcsi MPHUHI, U IMOCTENEHHO Blajaia B OTYasHUE OT
cobctBeHHOro Oeccunus. Y CallMOHa KpYyNHBIE HEMPHUSTHOCTH, a OHA HUYEM HE MOXKET eMy
MoMO4b — Jaxe cioBamMu. OHa COBEpIIEHHO HE MpEACTaBisia, YTO MOYKHO ITOCOBETOBATH
MOJIMTUKY B TMOJOOHOM cilyyae, Ja U KTO OHa, B CYIIHOCTH, Takas, 4TOObl pa3jaBarb COBETHI
nomutukam? OHa mpekpacHO TMoHuMana, 4ro CalilMOH caM BHHOBAar B CIIOXKHUBILEHCS
MTOJIUTUYECKOM CHUTyallud B CTpaHe, BeAb OH Y€ JaBHBIM-IABHO IIOCHUIAET BAPJIOKOB C HX
npobiieMaMu Ky/Ja NoJajiblle U3 HEXKEJIaHUs 00IaThCsi ¢ KOPOJIEBOM, HO ceiuac, korma CaiiMOH B
TaKoOM COCTOsIHMH, JIucca 3Hamna, 4To MpocTo 00s3aHa ero NoAAepkKaTh.

— ODTO0 HE TBOS BUHA, — Ha4daja oHa, HO CalilMOH €€ He CIyIlall.

— Sl moutu yBepeH, 4To 3TO caenanu He cBeTyibie! OHM He mouu Okl Ha YOUMCTBO.

— Te1 nponmomkaemp yrmopHO BEPUTH B TO, YTO OHM TAKUE XOPOIIME W HEBUHHBIE? —
HaxMmypuiacs Jlucca.

— He coscemM. IIpocto s 3nat0, kT0 OHM Takue. Jlaxe eciu n1omycTUTh, uTo KonBepa yousy
JA3yTYUKHU, TO CHAEJIAI OHU 3TO TOYHO HE IO NMPHUKA3y «BEPXYIIKW»! A 3HAYUT, OHM DTOrO HE
nenanu BoBce. KomanpoBanue IllaitHa He cTamo Obl OTHPABIATH Ha BaXKHOE 3aJaHUE TEX, KTO
OCJIyILIMBAETCA MX MPHUKA30B. A MpHKa3a yOUTh BaXXHYK IEPCOHY, U3-3a KOTOPOW MOTHUMETCS
MHOTO IIIyMa, OHU JIaTh HE MOTJIM — 3TO MPOTUBOPEYUT BCEM 3aKOHAM JIOTUKH U 3APABOTO CMBICIA.

— Kr0 e Torma Mor 3To craenarb? — HeyBepeHHO crnpocuia Menucca. Teopust CaitMoHa
MoKa3ajnach el yOequTeIbHOM.

— Henobposxenarenb, — KUBO OTO3BAJICS NPUHIL. — TOT, KTO O4EHb XOYET HACOJIUTh MHE. B
ra3ere Bce MPEJICTABICHO TaK, CIIOBHO Y MEHS MepeJ HOCOM OeraroT Bparu, a s TO JIM Jiejalo BUJ,
YTO MX HE 3aMeYaro, TO JIM MPOCTO HE MOTY HHYErO C 3TUM Moxaenarb. KTo-To crenuanbHO Bee
MOJICTPOMJI, YTOOBI BBICTABUTH MEHS B HEBBITOJTHOM CBETE.

— W 3TOT KTO-TO OYEHBb XOUeT JOOUTHCS cBOero, — nodasBuina Jlucca. — Kakas nenb Moxer
OmpaBJbIBaTh TAKUE CPEeACTBA?

— TbI w10x0 3Haenb MUAHANUT, — TOPHKO YCMEXHYICA MPHUHI. — 3/I€Ch €CTh U TaKUe€, KTO
yOMBaeT MpoCTO TakK, pajau pa3pieueHus. Haim 3akoHbI HE 3ampemaloT HaM yOUBaTh IPYT Ipyra.

— S He sT0 umena B Buay. A aymaro, CaliMOH, 4TO 3TOT TaMHCTBEHHBIA HEAOOPOKENIATENb
XO4YEeT HE MPOCTO HACOJIUTH T€OEe, a BOCCTAHOBUTH MPOTUB T€Os TBOM e HapoA!
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Jlucca HepBHO TepeOWsIa TOMOJ TUIAThs, CHAS Ha KPOBarTd B CBOEHM CHaJbHE B OXKUJAHUHU
Caitmona. CeronHsi yTpoM IpHUHII OOBSBUII €i, YTO ycTpauBaeT Oall, KyAa B YMCJIE MPOUYUX FOCTEH
NpUIVIAlIEHbl BIUATENbHBIE BapioKU. TakuM o0pa3oM OH XOTell 3aJ00pUTh UX U TMOMBITATHCA
peadUIMTUPOBATHCS B UX INa3zaX. Mencca OTHeCIach K ATOMY U3BECTHIO 00jIee YeM MPOXJIaJHO —
IUIS HEE 3TO O3HAYaJlo, YTO €M CHOBA MPUIETCS MPOBECTH BeUyep B ofuHo4UecTBE. K 3TOMY neByIka
JTABHO MPUBBIKJIA — OaJibl BO IBOPIE ObUTA HE OUEHB-TO PEIKUM SBICHUEM.

Ho nHacTtpoenne Menuccel MUTOM M3MEHHIIOCH, Korga CaliMOH 3asBWJI, YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 OH
PENII IOUTH Ha 0ajl He OJIMH.

— Tak uto k Beuepy Oyap roToBa. S 3aiiay 3a TOOOM, KOTga 3aKOHTY CBOHU JIeTa.

OH BbIIIIEN U3 cHIaNIbHHU, a JIucca ocTanack B yJKace *JaTh Beuepa.

Teneps jxe oHa, cOBCEM 00€3yMeB OT BOJHEHUsI, CHENa B TEMHOW CHajbHE U M30 BCEX CHUJ
CTapayiach YHATh HEPBHYIO JPOKb B pyKaX.

HeoxxuianHo €l BCHOMHWINCH CJioBa J[€HM, CKa3aHHbIC NABHBIM-IABHO BO BPEMS JIOJTOTC
nyTH 1o Jecy: «Ha 6ainy Bo ABOpIi€ Thl MOXEIIb MOOBIBATh, pa3Be UYTO, B KAYECTBE 3aKycKu». JIncca
TOIJIa COAPOTHYNIACK, MPEACTaBUB ceOe Oan HeuncTu. Tenepb OHa OTUYETIMBO MOHSUIA, YTO UMEHHO
TaMm €l U OPeACTOUT MOObIBATE.

Jlucca Hazmena cerofHs Jydlllee W3 CBOMX IIaTheB — MBIIHOE TEMHO-(UOJIETOBOE OfCsHUE,
pacumToe 4YepHbIMU y30paMmH. [TyOOKuU BBIpe3 IUIaThd M KPACIIKM KOPOTKMX PYKABOB ObUIH
oT/eNaHbl OnecTse (uoneToBoil kaiimoi. Ha oTkpbIToil miee Menucchl KpacoBasiCs 30JI0TOM
KYJIOH B (hopMe 3Be3]ibl, MoaapeHHblil HenaBHo CaiiMmoHoM. Ha pykax — JyIMHHBIC TIepyYaTKu W3
(G10IEeTOBOrO IIEJKA.

B nBeps nocrydyanu. JIucca B3OporHyna U ¢ 3aMUpaHUEM cepAua oTkpsuia. Ilepen Heun crosin
npuHll. Ha HeM ObLI1 BEJIMKOJIEMHBIA YEepPHBIM KOCTIOM M YEpHBIA OapXaTHBIA IIall, HEOPEKHO
HaOpPOIIICHHBINA HA OHO TUIEYO, HA TOJIOBE KpacoBajlach HEBBICOKAs YepHAs IUISANa C Y3KOU TYIbeH,
OT/IeTTaHHOU OeJBIM ILIEJIKOM, a Ha JINIEe — OJecTsIas cepedpsiHas Macka.

— BuKy, ThI y’K€ ToTOBa, — YIOBJIETBOPEHHO 3ameTun CailMoH. — BoOT, HaJleHb ele U 3To.
Benp ceronns 6an-mackapas.

OH mpoTsHYn el cBepkarolrylo Oenmyro macky. Jlucca oromma K 3epkainy W Hajena ee,
MOCTApaBIIMCh HE UCIIOPTUTH NMPUYECKY. Macka 3aKkphiBaja TOJIBKO BEPXHIOIO MOJOBUHY JHIlA, HO
Menucca nouyBcTBOBaJIa ce0st MPeoOPa3UBILCHCS 10 HEY3HABAEMOCTH.

— Bremmsaume BocxutuTeabHO, — CalMOH MOoAoIIeN K Heil 1 00HsI 3a Tuieun. Menuncca ene
pa3 mIsHYJIa B 3€pKajo — IVla3a 3araJodyHo OJECHYIM B Mpope3sax Macku. TyrT oHa — TO JH OT
Ype3MEpPHOT0 BOJTHEHHUS, TO JIM MO KaKON-TO APYrol MpHUYMHE — BHE3AIMHO OoOparuiia BHUMAaHHE,
yTo CaliMOH, HECMOTPS Ha €r0 BAMIIUPCKUE I'€HbI, OTPAXKaeTCs B 3€pKalle.

— HWpem, vHam mopa, — CailMOH oTomiesl OoT Hee, W Jlucca TpsxHyna TrOJIOBOM, OTTOHSS
JUIIHUE MBICTH. BMecTe ¢ mpuHIIEM OHA CIYCTHJIACh Ha MEPBBIM 3Tax. 37€Ch y)Ke ObUIa CIIBIIIHA
rpoMkas My3blka. Jlucca moBeprena rojoBoM B IMOHUCKaxX €€ WCTOYHMKA, HO TaK W HE MOHsJA,
OTKYJa TOJIETAIOT B XOJUI 3BYKH.

CaiimoH moBen Jluccy 1o Kopuzopy, a Ta, Jep:kKa €ro moj pyKy, O€3pONOTHO ILIa PSAOM,
CTapasicb He CMOTPETh 10 CTOPOHAM — B KOPUJIOPE ObLTO TOBOJIFHO MHOTO HapOYy.

HakoHen, oHU MOAONDIM K OTPOMHBIM TyOOBBIM JBepsM. CailMOH TOJKHYI MX U MPOIMYCTHI
Menuccy Bnepen. JleBylka Bouuia B IMOMEIIEHUE, OIVIAAEIACH MO CTOPOHAM U OLICIOMIIEHHO



IOJlymMalia, 4TO, HAaBEPHOE, MOIaJa B CKa3Ky.

OT0 OBUI TUTAaHTCKUX pPa3MEPOB 3all C KOJOHHAMH, YIUPABIIMMHCS B TOTOJOK, C
3aIpallUpOBaHHBIMU PA3HOIBETHON TKAaHbIO CTEHAMH M C OAJIKOHUYHUKOM, OTOSCHIBAIOIIMM BCE
nomeneHne. B nanpHeM yniny 3ana Ha HEOOJIBIIOM BO3BBIILIEHUH HAXOIUJICA OPKECTP — OH IPOMKO
urpaji Kakoe-To MPOU3BeJICHUE, U 3Ta My3bIKa IMoKa3ajach Menucce MOMCTUHE BOIIIEOHOM. Bosb
CTEH 3aJla CTOSUIA JIJIMHHBIE CTOJIbI, YCTABICHHBIE OJIFOJJAMHU CO BCEBO3MOXKHBIMU 3aKYCKAMU.

BHe3anHO OHa TIO4YBCTBOBajla Ha CBOEM ILIEYE YbIO-TO PYKYy H  B3APOTHYIA OT
HEOXXUJIAHHOCTH.

— He 0Ooiics1, 510 Bcero mumb 51, — ycMmexHyics CaliMOH U TPUTAHYI €€ K cebe. —
[ToTaHyeM HEMHOIO, OXKAIYM.

OH 3akpyxu1 AeBylky B TaHie. O0HuMas ero, Jlucca mosydnsia BO3MOXKHOCTH YKPaIKOM
OCMOTPEThCSl Todydllle. Bokpyr Hee TaHlUeBald HapsaHbIE Mapbl. Menucca, ¢ JIFOOOMBITCTBOM
pas3risaabBas UX, BAPYr BCIIOMHUIIA O besnoi Brose.

— CaliMOH, — THUXOHBKO CKa3ajia OHa MPUHILY Ha YXO.

— Jla? — paccesHHO OTO3BaJICs TOT.

— A KOpoJieBa TOXKE 371eCh?

— Her, mos moporas, He gymaro. ban opraHu3oBaH MHOM, U €€ BEJIMYECTBO BPAJ JIM CTAHET
TPaTuTh CBOE JIPAroleHHOE BpeMs Ha cue Mepomnpusitue. OHa-To He 00s3aHa SBISATHCS Ha KaXKI0€
cOopHulIEe B 3TOM JIBOPIIE.

[Ioka OH 3TO TOBOPHWJ, €r0 BHUMATEJIbHBIE TEMHBIE IJIa3a NPOIIyNbIBAIM 31, U Jlucca
Jorajiajgach, YTO OH HE BIIOJHE YBEPEH B COOCTBEHHBIX CJIOBaX. 3HAUUT, OH BCE )K€ OIMacaeTcs, 4To
KOpOJIeBa MOXET MOCETUTh ero 0ay. Miau, Bo3MOKHO, OH UILET KOTO-TO CPEId MPUCYTCTBYIOIHMX,
npuydeM, cyas mo B3msigy CaiMoHa, 3TOT TOCTh COBCEM HE JKEJIaHHBIM.

Ho Tyt npuHII OTBIIEK €€ OT pPa3MBbIIUICHUM.

— ThI MOKa pas3BiieKaiics, MOelb 4Yero-HuOyab, BBINEH, a MHE, KaK 3TO HHU HPUCKOPOHO,
MPUJETCA HEHAA0TO T€0SI TOKUHYTb.

Menucca B y»xace ycTaBWJIACh Ha puHUA. Heyxenu oH OCTaBUT €€ OJHY B TAKOW MOMEHT?!

— Jla He Ooiics ThI Tak, — MPOIIENITAI OH MPsAMO €l B yxo. — S Oyny Henogaieky. Buauim
BOH TOT OaKOHYMK? ECiiM 4TO — UIIM MEHs TaM.

[IpuHil oTOmIENl OT HEE W MIHOBEHHO PacTBOpPWJICS B Toime. Menucca crajga akKyparHO
npoOuparscs K OJuKaiieMy cToily ¢ 3akyckamu. [1o myTu oHa nmpogosxana yKpaakol 03Uparhes
10 CTOPOHAM W paccMarpuBalia T€X, KTO COCTABIISUI Pa3HOMACTHYIO TOJIITY B 3ajie€. 3/1eCh ObUIU
IIMKapHO pa30JeThie JEBYIIKM M BECbMa IMOTPENAHHOTO BHUJA JaMbl, MYKUYHHBI B 3a0aBHBIX
KOCTIOMAax M [MWJIUHAPAX U MOJIOACHBKUE IOHOIIM C apUCTOKpPAaTUYeCKUMHU yepramu jguua. [lourn
Ha BCEX rocTsAX ObulM Macku. Bce ObUIM 3aHSTHI CBOUMU JI€JIaMH: OIHM TaHIIEBaJH, IPYrue €,
TPETHH C BaXXHBIM BUJOM CTOSUIM TPYHIIKAMH Yy KOJIOHH Y pa3roBapuBaiid. BCrogy CHOBaJIM JaKEU C
MOJTHOCAMHU, TTOJTHBIMU OOKAaJIOB C IIAMITAaHCKUM.

Jlucca B3syla MIAMITAHCKOE U MPUMOCTHJIACh Yy ONHOM M3 KoJIOHH. OTctoga Obulo yI0OHO
HaOJI01aTh 32 BCEM, UTO MTPOUCXOJIUT B 3aJie.

— 3apaBCTBYH, MpeiecTHAs JIeBa, — pa3fajca psoM C HEW 4eil-To OapXaTUCTHIM ToJioC.
Jlucca moBepHyNa rojioBy M yBHJI€JIa BHICOKOTO MYKUHMHY B 30JI0TOM KOCTiOMe. Ero nuio Obuio
CKPBITO MaCKOW, YEPHBIE TJ1a3a CMOTPEIH MIPSIMO HA HEE.

— JloOppIii Bedep, — BEXIMBO OTBeTWJIa Menncca, HAMEPEHHO HTHOPHUPYS MOIUIOBATOE
OKOHYaHue ero Qppassl.

— He co6aroBoiuib 1 Tl TOAAPUTh MHE TaHEI?



Jlucca enBa He MONEPXHYNIACh MAMIAHCKUM M MIOCTaBHIa OOKaJl Ha CTOJI OT Ipexa NoAablIle.

— W3BuHUTE, 5 HE Mory. S K1y CBOETO KaBaliepa, OH BOT-BOT JIOJKEH MOSBUTHCS.

— Kakas xanoctb, — NpUTBOPHO B3JOXHYII MY)KUHMHA U TYT K€ Ucue3. Menncca B3JoXHYya ¢
obneruenreM. OHa Jorajanach, 4To 3TO ObLT BaMIIUP — HA 3TO YKA3bIBAJIM €TI0 BHEIIHOCTh U PEYb.
[Ipurnamienye Ha TaHel OT BaMIIMpa €€ HEMPHUSATHO YJIMBHUIIO, HO HE yCIeda OHa MOopajoBaThCs
M30aBIIEHUIO OT OJIHOTO KaBajepa, Kak Ha €ro MECTO TYT K€ IM0KaJloOBaj IPYTrou.

— IlpuBer, KpacoTka, — XaMOBaTbIM TOHOM MPOU3HEC OH. DTO ObUI IBHO MOJIOIOHN MAapEHb, U
OH COBCEM HE MOXoAuia Ha Bamnupa. M3 mpopeseil macku Ha Menuccy MOXOTIMBO CMOTPENH
rojlyoble miaza ¢ JUIMHHBIMU CBETJIBIMM pecHunamu. «Kondymw», — mnogymana Jlucca
HENPUS3HEHHO, HO OTBETUTh HUYETO HE yCIIena.

— DJra 1ama 3aHsTa.

Jlucca BCKpUKHYNIA OT HEOKUJAHHOCTH, KOTJ]a KaKOM-TO MYyX4YMHA OOXBaTUJI €€ 3a TaJIHIO U
3aKpyxui B Basibce. OAeT OH ObLI OYEHb W3BICKAHHO, €ro JIMI0, KaK W JHUIa APYTUX TOCTEeH,
CKpbIBajia Macka.

— Hy, 31paBcTByil, Menucca, — MPOU3HEC OH TUXO U CyXO, IPUOJIM3UB JULO K €€ JULY. —
Tsl HECpaBHEHHO MPEKPACHA CETOAHS.

U Tyt JIncca HEOKMTAHHO y3HANA 3TOT TOJIOC.

— Jlenn?! — oHa ObUIa HACTOJIBKO OIICTIOMJICHA, YTO Yy HEE MOIKOCUIUCH HOTHU. JleHu
normMal ee, Korja oHa €/1Ba He ynalia, v MPOoJ0JIKUI KPY>KUTh B TAHIIE.

— Kak 161 MeHs y3HaT?!

— TBoli cuity?T HEBO3MOXHO HE y3HaTh, — 0TO3BaJica [leHu BroJrosyoca.

— W kak Tebe ymanock mpoOparbcsi B 3aMOK? — TMOCIEIIMJIA CMEHUTh TEMY CMYILEHHas
JEBYIIKA.

— MBb1 Hananu Ha KapeTy KOJAYHOB 110 JOPOTe CIoJa U IPUEeXaju BMECTO HUX.

— Mp&p1? 3naunt, bt 1 DHHU TOXKE 31€Ch?

— OHM XOyT MeHA y BbIXoJ1a U3 3aja. [loHnMaelb, 1 04eHb XOTEN MOTOBOPUTH C TOOOM.

— 910 camoe Hacrosee 6esymue! Kak To1 y3Hai, uto g B pendyn-xonne? — mpoienTaia
Menucca nopaxkeHHO.

— Cnyxu odeHb OBICTpPO pacmon3aioTcs, — oTBeTus [lenu. — B mocneanee Bpems Mbl
CKPBIBIMCH HEMOJANEKY OT KPEemnocTH. Sl MHOroe cibllliajl 0 HOBOM (peinHe MpUHLA, KOTopas
OJIHOBPEMEHHO CTaJla M €ro NacCueil. ..

OH roBOpUII 3TO C IBHOW PEBHOCTHIO B TOJIOCE.

— Kak 161 Moma, JIucca? Thl OTBEpIIIa MEHS M YIIUIA, U TENEPb ThI 31€Ch... Thl TOBOPHIIA MHE
0 JIFOOBU K TOMY MAapHIO U3 BHEUIHETO MUPa, a MMOTOM cliyranack ¢ feMmoHoM! Kakas sxe Tbl THycHas
aureMepkal

Jlucca He xoTena MyOJUYHO BBUICHATH OTHOIIEHUS C HHUM, TO3TOMY HE OTBETHJIA Ha
okopOsienne. TeM He MeHee, ero CjIoBa 3aCTaBUJIM €€ B OYEPEIHON pa3 YCTBIIUTHCS caMoul ceos,
Belb Jlenu ObLT mpaB.

Ona Opocuna Oemblidi B3I HAa OAIKOHYUK U cpa3y ke yBujena tam CaiiMoHa. XOTs MPHUHIL
U CKpBUI JIUII0 Mackou, Menucca naxke u3janeka 0e301mmMO0YHO y3HAja €ro CTaTHyw (Urypy.
CaliMOH CMOTpen BHM3, B 3aj, CJIOBHO BBIMCKMBAJI KOTO-TO B TOJIE TaHuoyroumx. Jlncca
noxoJjojiena, cooOpa3uB, YTO OH CMOTPUT MPSIMO Ha HEe.

— Jlenu, TeOe HAO YXOOUTh! — CYIOPOXKHO 3alienTaina oHa Apyry. JleHu SBHO paccUMThIBaI
Ha OOBICHEHHUS C €€ CTOPOHBI, MOATOMY coOpaJics 3alpoTecToBarsk, HO JIucca He Aana emy U pTa
PaCKpBbITh.



— Hac He 101KHBI YBUJIETh BMECTE, MHAU€ TE€OE TPO3UT CMEPThH! — BhIMaIMIa OHA.

— Hac u tak Bce Bunsr!

Jlucca monHsa 171a3a K OaJKOHUYMKY, HO IPUHIIA TaM YKe He ObLIO.

— Bce BUIAT, HO HE BCE Y3HAIOT!

— YTo0 THI XOY€CIlIb ATUM CKa3aTh? — HE MOHsI [[eHu.

— CaiimMoH... OH cTOsUT TOJBKO 4TO HaBepXy. OH Buaen Hac, Jlenu! Yxoau, moka He mo3aHo!

— Kaxercs, yxxe mo3aHo.

Jlucca obepHynachk M yBHujaesia npuHUAa. OH TOJIBKO YTO COLIEN CO CTYNEHEK, BEAyIMX Ha
OQJIKOH, ¥ HampapisuIcs NpAMO K Hel. B TOT e mur pyku JleHu nepecrtanu CKUMaTh €€ Tajuio.
JInucca mocMoTpena Ha mapHs, HO TOT YK€ UCYE3 B IIECTPOM TOJIIIE.

HeoxuanHo My3bIKa Npekparuiach. TaHIyrommMe mapel paccTynuinch. I Tyr Ha Bech 3ai
paspaiics rpoMkuil mpukas CaiiMoHa:

— 3aKpBITh BCE BBIXO/IbI!

Jlucca, BCTaB Ha UBIIOYKH, ITOCMOTpPENA B CTOPOHY JBEpPEH 3ajla, HO HUYErO0 HE CMOIIA
pa3mISIAETh CKBO3b TOJIY.

— Nmens Koro-1o? — mpo3Bydas BKPaAUUBBIN FOJIOC Y HEE HAJl YXOM.

— Jla, — JIucca moepuynace k Caiimony. — Tebs. Uto mpoucxoaut?

— Tebe nydine 3HATH.

["omoc mpuHIIa ObUT XOJIOJEH KakK JIe, a B3I YEPHBIX TJ1a3 — eIIie XOJIOJHEe.

— TsI monens coO MHOM, — HE TEPISILIMM BO3PaXEHUU TOHOM CKasal OH, CXBaruB Menucey
3a 3asCThe, W HampaBWiCcs BMecTe ¢ Hel kK JjectHuie. Jlucca, kak cobauka Ha TMOBOJKE,
0€3pOoMOTHO MOoUUIa 32 HUM, PEIIMB, UTO celyac Jydille MOJIYaTh.

Bapyr co cTopoHbI aBepeil pa3galicsi CTpallHblil rpoxoT. Jlucca Tak pe3ko oOepHylach, 4TO
€/Ba HE BbIBUXHYIa met0. Tosma y Bxoma OyilieBana, CIHBIIAIUCH TPOMKHUE BOIUIA U pPYraHb.
JIBOITHBIE IBEpU paCIaxXHYIHCh HACTEXKb, U Ty/Ia YK€ 0exajl OTPsAJ CTPaKH.

— Iloiimaiite ero! — mporpemen CaiimoH. — C ero ApyKKamu J€JalTe YTO XOTHUTE, HO OH
HY)KEH MHE KUBbIM !

— CalimoH, He Hasi0! — nuckHyna Jlucca. Pa3bsipeHHBIN TPUHIL TOBEPHYJICS K HEM.

— He Ttporait ux! — B3Mosuiack aeByiika. — OHU HUKOTJA OOJIBINE 37€Ch HE IMOSIBATCS, 5
TeOe obelaro, TOJIbKO He YOuBai ux!
— Tb1 HUUETO HE MOHMMaeb, — npopba CalMOH HE CBOMM TojiocoM. — [IpocTtu, HO MHE

npujieTcst yopaTh T€0s C TIOPOTH.
— Yrto?! — B yxkace B3Bu3rayna Jlucca. CaiiMOH cXBaTUJI €€ B OXANKY U MOTAIIMI HaBEPX.

— UYto THI gemaen?! — Buzkana Jlucca, Opbikasch n30 Bcex cuil. CaliMOH 3aTall €€ B
KaKOM-TO 4UyJIaH ¥ TOJIKHYJ Ha MoJi, HO Menucca MTrHOBEHHO BCKOYHJIA.
— CaiiMOH, OITOMHHUCB! — OHa B3sJ1a €ro 3a Mjie4Yd, HO OH CHOBAa CHUJIOW yCaJuj €€ Ha IOJ.

3aTeM OH CHsUI C TBO3/sl HAa CTEHE BEPEBKY M HAKPENKO MpUBs3al pyku JIuccel K HOXKe mKada.

Koria oH mogHsIICs Ha HOTH, JIMIIO €T0 BBIPAXajo TOJbKO 3JI0CTh. [loxoxe, TeMHasi CylHOCTb
MPUHIIA BCE-TaKU NEPECUIINIIA CBETIIbIE YyBCTBA.

— IIpoctu mens, Menucca, — cka3zan oH. — Ho MHe mpujaeTcss ocTaBUTh TeOs 37eCh Ha
HEKOTOpPOE BpPEMHL.

Jlucca mouyBcTBOBANA, KaK IO IIEKAM I'PaJIOM MOKATUIUCH CIIE3bI.

— Her, Caiimon! Iloxanyiicra! He nenait aToro! — 3apsigana ona. — He ybusait ero! Ot
BE/Ib HE cJienall Te0e HUYEero MmiIoxoro!

— OH nocmen npoOpaThesi B MO 3aMOK, — psBKHYA Caiimon. — U oH npukacancs k Teoe!



OH BbIILIEN U3 KOMHATBI, ONTYIIATEIBHO XJIOMHYB ABEpbIO. JIncca B OTHassHUU pBaHyJIa pyKH HA
ce0s1, HO BepeBKa OKaszajlach O4eHb Kpemnkon. Memnurcca yrana Ha 1moj 1 3apbiiana B rojoc. Kak Obl
OHa HU cepauniach Ha [[eHu paHblie, cerdac OHa ymupania OT CTpaxa 3a Hero.

Yepes HekoTOpoe Bpemsi JIucca ycrokoniachk, Ciae3bl BHICOXIIM, HO CEpALE Bce elle 001eso oT
TpeBOru U cTtpaxa. Eil ka3aiock, 4TO OHA YK€ MPOCHENa B 3TOM KOMHATEe LEIyl0 BeYHOCTh. OHa
BCE BpPEMS MPUCIYIIMBAIACh, MBITASCh MOHAThH, YTO K€ MPOUCXOAUT 3a ABEPHIO, HO CHAPYXKU HE
JOHOCHUJIOCH HH 3BYKA.

Menucca B KOTOpBI pa3 MOLIEBEIUIIAa pyKaMH B OTYAsIHHOM HaJEXJie, 4YTO BEPEBKA Ociaduiia
cBOIO xBaTKy. Ho HeT, y3eq ObLI BCE Tak € KPEHoOK, U BEPEBKA MOYTU HE CKOJb3UJA MO IIAaJKOMY
HIEJIKY IEPYATOK.

N Tyr neBymke mpuiuia B rojioBy uaes. Jlncca BCIOMHMIIA, YTO y HEE Ha TOJIOBE Ceryac
BEJIMKOJICTTHA MPUYECKA, KOTOPYKH CErofHs BEYEPOM CTapareiabHO Jenana el MopeHa.
Cornysumch B Tpu norudenu, Jlucca ¢ Tpyaom mojHecs]a pyKd K TOJOBE U MOALIENUIA MalbleM
OHY M3 MHOTOYHUCJICHHBIX METAJUIMYECKUX IMUJIeK-najodek. KoHeuHo, 3To OyneT HEBEPOSTHO
TPYAHO, HO BCE K€ CTOUT IMOMBITATh CHACTHSI.

CkocuB 11a3a, yToObl JIydllle BUJAETH y3el, Jlucca BcTaBuia B HEro MajO4yKy M IPHUHSJIACH
KOBBIPSITh BEPEBKY.

«Takumu memnamu s 0y0y pasesA3vieamsv >Mom Yepmos y3el 00 CKOHYaHus eexkal» — C
0CaJI0N MOAyMaJIa AEBYIIKA, HO HE OCTaBUJIa CBOUX ITOIBITOK.

Yepes HexkoTopoe BpeMs Jlncca BAPYr mOYyBCTBOBada, YTO Y3€J MOAJAJICA, U C YTPOCHHBIM
YCUJIMEM TIPOJIOJIKUIIA PACTITMBATH €T0 3aKOJIKOM. JlaBieHne BepeBKU Ha 3aMsACThs CTalo ciadee.

Jlucca nmoTsAHyna 3a y3eJ M BIPYr BBIpOHMWIJIA IINMWIBKY. Benmma ¢ JIEeTKMM CTyKOM ymaja Ha
MOJI M YKaTHJIach o mKkad.

— UYepTt, — BbIpyrajgach JA€BylIKa CKBO3b 3yObl. Ho momeBenuB pykoil, OHa MOHsIIA, YTO y3€Il
pa3Bs3aH.

Jlucca Bckoumia ¢ Moja, OTHIBBIPHYB OT ce0si BEpeBKYy, U Opocunack k asepu. Ho Caiimon
PEeaYCMOTpEI MOOEr: OH 3arep ABEPh C APYrol CTOPOHHIL.

Jlucca B ApoCTH MHYNA JABEPb U OIVIsENa YyJaH B IMOUCKaX YeTrO-HUOYIb TSKEIIOro, YTOObI
MOMBITATHCS €€ BbIOMTh. OHA BO UTO OBl TO HU CTaJO XOTeJa BHIOpAThCS M3 ATOM KoMHaThl. Ho B
NOMEILEHUM HE HAIUIOCh HUYEro MNOAXOMAUero — Jaxke cTyinbeB. Jlucca Opocuiia Ha ABEpb
3JI00HBIA B3DVISIT WM BAPYr oOparuia BHUMaHuE Ha 3aMOK. OH ObUI YCTPOEH O4Y€Hb IMPOCTO, H
pEelIeHne MPUILIO MTHOBEHHO. JlocTaB U3 BOJIOC elle napy Immuiiek, JIncca moxkoBsIpsiia 3aMOK H,
HAKOHEI], OTIIEPJIA 3JIOMOJYYHYIO ABEepb. OHA OCTOPOKHO BBIIIAHYIIA M OIVISJEIACH IO CTOPOHAM.
bankon OblT mycT, a BHU3Y, B 3aje, SIBHO 4YTO-TO mpoucxomuio. [lyraschk B TbIIHONW 00Ke U
CTapasich €10 He IIypIaTh, JIucca mpomoisia Ha 0aJKOH U OCTOPOKHO MPUKPHLIA 32 COOOU JIBEPH.

% %k ok

CailMOH CTOsT MOCpeIU MYCTOT0 0aIbHOTO 3aJIa U MOJT4a CMOTpEN, KaK OXpPaHHUK-O00OPOTEHb
BOJIOKOM TallMT ynuparouerocss mieHHuka. Ilpukaz CaiimoHa ObUT HCHOJHEH — OOOPOTHH
NOMMaJId 3TOr0 MEpP3aBlia, KOTOPBI MOCcMeN MpoOparkCcsl B 3aMOK, SIBUICS Ha 0an M TaHLEBAJ C
Menuccoi.

— Bort, Bame BbicouecTBO. ETO COOOIMHUKM MEpPTBBL, & €T0 CaMOTO MbI MOMMAIIK y BOPOT
Kkpenoctd. Eille HeMHOTO, 1 eMy OBl y1aJI0Ch YITH.

OO0opoTEeHb TOJIKHYI apecTaHTa Ha IMOJ U OTOIeN B CTOPOHY. J[€eHM BCKOUMJI HAa HOTHU U
BO33pUJICA Ha IPUHIIA TOPSALIMM B3TJII0M, IOJHBIM HEHABUCTH.

— Yero ThI X0uelllb OT MEHSI, BAMIIUP? — MPOPHIYAJI OH CKBO3b 3yObl. — XO04Yelllb YOUTh MEHS



1 COXparn?

— C dero TbI 3TO B3sU1? — ymUBIEHHO MoAHsI OpoBu CaliMOH, pa3misabiBas COMEPHUKA.
JleHu 3To He Ha IIyTKYy B30ECHJIO.

— C Toro, 4To AepbMO Bpojie T€0I UMEHHO TaK U MOCTymnaer!

CaiiMOH CIOKOWHO B3MJISIHYJ Ha [[eHu.

— 41 He nmpuuuHIO TebOe Bpeda. S, KOHEUHO, OYEHb XOTed Obl cleyaTb ¢ TOOOW TO, YTO ThI
03BYUYMJI, OJJTHAKO €CTh OJTHO MAJICHBKOE «HO...

CaliMOH Ha MTHOBEHME OTBEJI B3IJIsIA, IOTOM CHOBA MOCMOTpE B IJ1a3za /leHu.

— C KakoM 11eJIbI0 ThI MPHUIIEIT CIOJIa, YesoBeK? UTo mpuBesio Te0s B 3TOT 3aMOK?

— DTO0 He TBOE J1eJI0, — OrpbI3HYJCA [leHu.

— OueHp gaxe Mo€, — BO3pa3Wyl NPUHI. — Tbl TMOCMEN 3asBUTHCA BMOU 3aMOK, ThbI
HUCTIOPTUJI MOU TIPA3JHUK, U ThI MpUKacajcsa K moeu Jeau!

Ycnpimas 3To, JleHn coBceM paccBUpeIie.

— OmHa He TBOA! — 3aopan oH U Opocwics k CaliMOHY, HO CTPa)KHUKHM MOMEHTAJIbHO
COPBAJIMCH CO CBOUX MECT U OTTALAJIA HapHS.

Caitmon nonusit OpoBu. [loBenenue Jlenn nozadbaBumo ero.

— Ortnyctute, — mnpukazan oH crpaxke. OOOPOTHH OTCTYNUIM 0OpaTHO K cTeHe. JleHw
37I00HO CBEPKHYI TJla3aMU B UX CTOPOHY.
— $I 3nHat0, KaK MbI ¢ TOOOM mocTynuM, — mpousnec CaiiMOH HErpOMKO. — ThI TOJIBKO YTO

nojai MHe uaer. Mol cpazumcs. M y3HaeMm, KTO U3 HAC JEPHMO.

JleHu HacTOpOXKEHHO MOCMOTpEN Ha npuHLa. «Ye2o on dobusaemcsa? Xouem nouzdesamuvcs
HA00 MHOU, npedicoe yem youmo? »

— 3aueM MHe cpaxarbcs ¢ ToOoH? OT TeOs Beab HENb3s OXUJAATH JaXKe Mayehien
cripaBeasiuBocTu! Jlydiiie cpaszy yoeit MeHsl.

— Youte? — paccmesuics Caitmon. — S ke ckaszal, 94To He MpUUYUHIO TeOe Bpeaa. borocs,
Menucca HUKOT1a MHE 3TOTO HE MIPOCTHUT.

Hecmotps Ha TO, uTo [lenu Obul oxBayeH ykacom, mocieanue cioBa CailMOHa €ro Hemalo
YIIVBUIIH.

— Xopoio, — MemieHHo KuBHY1 CaiiMOH 1ociie HeOobIol nay3sl. — Eciu Thl Xouelb
CIIPaBeUIMBOCTH, IYCTh 3TO OyA€T TBOMM YCIOBHMEM, U S HA HETO comiaceH. Bce Oymer decTHO.
Huxkakoit Mmarnu. Mcxon noeaMHKa pelmT TOABKO CHJIa KaXKA0T0 U3 Hac.

3a cnuHor CaliMOHa 3alleBEJININChH CTPAXXHUKH. [[eHHU 3aMETHII, KaK OHM TIEPETIISIBIBAIOTCS B
M3YMIICHUU.

— He BmemnmBathcesi! — psSBKHYI IPUHIL, 00EpHYBIIMCH K HUM. — Hukomy He nBuratbes!

OH caenan napy mwaroB HaBcTpeuy JleHu.

— Bpbl, roau, Takue cTpaHHble, — BKpamauuBo mnpousHec CaitmoH. — TpebOyere k cebe
CITpaBeJINBOCTH, BOOOpaXkaeTe ceOsl TBOpIIaMu J100pa, a CaMu HapyllaeTe CBOU K€ MPUHIUIBL. Thl
TOJIBKO MOCMOTPH, KAaKOM BOMUIOUIAMN Xa0C IAPUT B BallleM MUPE — BbI JDKUBBI, aTYHBI, 3JIbI. ..

— Pa3Be B BaiieM mupe He Tak? — OrpeI3HyNcA [leHu.

— Ham Mup crJIbHO OTJIMYAETCs OT JIOACKOr0. Y HAc HET 3aKOHOB, 3alPEHAIOIIMX YOUBATh.
Y Bac — ectb. U uTo xke? B Munnaiite, KOTOpbIi )KUBET MO CBOMM KAHOHAM Y€ MHOI'O BEKOB,
yOuiicTBa J0 CHUX IMOp HE CTadu HACTOJBKO OOBIICHHBIM SIBICHHEM, KaK y Bac. YOWiicTBa U3
KaJTHOCTH, YOMICTBA paju JAeHET... beccMbIcIeHHas BO3HSL.

CaiiMoH mojo1ien ele Ha 1ar onvke. JleHu He cIycKall ¢ Her0 BHUMATENbHBIX IJ1a3.

— MoxeT, XBaTUT YK€ IMYCThIX pPa3[iaroibCTBOBAaHUNH? — HETEPIHEIUBO MPOU3HEC OH.



dunocodckre paccykaeHUS TPUHIIA PUBEIH €T0 B 3aMEIATEILCTBO.

— Te1 npaB, — commacuinca CaitMmon. — Ilopa, HakoHeI, penmTh, KTO W3 Hac OOJbIIe
JOCTOUH OBITH ¢ Menuccom.

BuezanmHo Ha JleHw oOpymmics CUJIbHEHIIME yrmap ¢ mpaBodl pyku. ToT, HE YcIeB
OJIOKMPOBATh BbIMAJ, MOIMATHYIICS, HO YCTOsI Ha Horax. OH MOMBITAJICSI HAHECTH OTBETHBIN yaap,
HO CailMOH JIOBKO YKJIOHWJICS, W JleHW JUIlb TpodepTH KyJakoM IO BoO3Ayxy. C KaxabM
IBUKEHUEM OH OCO3HaBajl, YTO ATOT OOW OBLI MPOUTPAaH UM, €lle Jaxe He HadaBumch. CailMOH
HaMHOTO OBICTpEE U CHJIbHEE, YeM OH. TpeHUpPOBaHHBIN, ONBITHBIN, OACHBINA JIEMOH-yOUMIIA.

B cuntannbie cexyH bl [leHn oka3ancs npuxkaThiM JUIIOM K noity. [loenHOK ObUT OKOHYEH.

— B temuuny, — mnpukazan CaiimoH ctpaxe. J[Boe o0opoTHel cxBaTuiu J[eHu U phIBKOM
IIOCTAaBUJIM HA HOTH.
— To1 x0TeN cnpaBeAIUBOCTH, YETOBEK? — OpPOCHII €My B JIMIO MPUHI]. — Thl €€ MOTyduII.

Ho Muoro nu 3To n3mMeHnio?

JleHu HU4Yero He OTBETHJI, JUIb C HEHABUCTHIO TMTOCMOTPEJ B IJ1a3a CONEPHUKA U CIUTIOHYI
€My O] HOTH.

CalilMOH pa3BepHY/ICS M MOJIYa BBINE] W3 3alia, JaKe HE ONISAHYBUIMCh HA MPOUTPABILIETO
MIPOTUBHUKA.
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— 51 poBHBIM CUETOM HHUYETO HE MOHUMAal0, — CEepAUTO 3asBuiia M3abennb, 3amupas 3a co0oi
IBEPb CBOEHU CHAJIbHU, U MOBEPHYIACH K CECTPaM, KOTOPBIE Y)KE YCEIUCh HA MAJIEHbKUU PO30BBII
nuBaH4YMK. — [louemy CaliMmoH He yous aToro denoBeka? U uro eme 3a Menucca?

DneoHOpa HaXMypHUJIIacCh.

— Heuero 3nmuthces! Jlymaens, Thl TYT OJJHa B HEBEJACHU U ? !

OHa pazznpaxeHHO OTOpocuia co Jjida MOpsiib CBOMX OTHEHHO-pbDKUX Bosioc. [llapinorra,
KOTOpas 0 3TOr0 MOMEHTa CIIOKOWHO HA0J0/1aj1a 32 CECTPAMU, CHUCXOJIUTENIBHO YIABIOHYIACh.

— 4 nopaxena, cectpuuku. Kak Bbl MOTJIM OBITh HACTOJIBKO CJIETIBI U TITyXU?

Oneonopa u M3abenb pa3oM MOBEPHYINUCH K HEH.

— YT0 THI UMEEIIb B BUY?

— 4l umena B BUy TOJIBKO TO, UTO CKa3zana. JINuHO MHE BCe MPENENIBHO SICHO.

— Eciu tede 4T0-TO U3BECTHO, TaK M CKaxku! — pazo3iuiack JneoHopa. — Heuero xonuthb
BOKPYT J1a OKOJIO!

[MTapiorra 3akaruna miaza. Ilopoi ee yx)acHO pasgpakana BCHBUIBMUBOCTB cecTep. «Ho
ceuyac, Haoo nNpusHamv, )y HUX obeux ecmv hnogod noziumvcs! — mnogymana Illapnorra c
YCMEUIKOU. — Ecau s He 00BACHIO UM, YO NPoucxooum, onu npocmo aonHymby. 3a pa3roBOpom H
cpaxkenuem CaliMOHA C HEHU3BECTHBIM 4YeJIOBEKOM (pednHbl HaOMIoJanM H3-3a 3aHaBeca Ha
OMOCTe, TJe Ha Oaiy urpaji opkecTp. OHU CIPATAINCH TaM Cpa3y ke, Kak TOJIBKO B 3aJie Hayallach
CyMaToXa, ¥ BUJIEJIM BCE OT Hayaja J0 KOHIIA.

— Xopo11o, 5 MOACHIO.

N3abenp oTOILIAa, HAKOHEL, OT JBEpPHU, MpHUCENa Ha KpaClIeK AUBaHA PSAOM C CECTpOM U
MPUTOTOBUJIACH CIYIIATh.

— Menucca — 3T0 HacToOsIIEe UMSI OJJHOM BCEMHU JTIOOUMOI 0COOBI, KOTOPYIO BBl 00€ XOPOIIIO
3HaeTe. Menuccoil mo-HacTOsIIEMY 30BYT HaIly AparoieHHyio moApyry ['abpusiy.

Oneonopa u M3abenpb BhITApaIMIIM Ta3a.

— U 310 eme He Bce, YTO s MOTY pacckas3arb BaM O HEW, — BKPaI4MBO IIPOU3HECIA
[ITapnoTTa, TOHENB3s1 AOBOJIbHAS PEAKIIUEN CECcTeD.

— DTOT mapeHb, KOTOpbIH MbITajcs modenuts CaitmoHa. .. Kak Bbl gymaete, KTo OH?

— YenmoBek, — MTHOBEHHO OTO3Baach DJIEOHOPA.

— IIpaBunbHO, 1 OH 3HakoM c¢ ['abpuaioil. bonee toro, oH mpereHayeT Ha Hee. U oH
npuilies1 Ha 0all, 4ToObI €€ YBUJIETh — MBI CaMU BHUJEJH, KaK OH C HeW TaHleBal. B aToMm nBopiie
["abpusiina KUBET YK€ NaBHO, M 37IeCh OHA BCE BpeMsl Ha BHUJY. DTO 3HAYUT, YTO OHU OBUIH
3HAKOMBI €IIIe JI0 TOTO, KaK OHa 3/1eCh MOSIBHIACh. YTO MOKET OBITH OOIIETO Y BEAbMBI U YeJIOBEKa?
S monarato, aOCOJIIOTHO HUYETO.

— Tbl xouemb ckazarb, uTo ['abpudina — uenogex?! — DneoHoOpa, Ka3aloCh, JTOCTUIVIA
npezena uzymieHus. Mzadens Toxe BbITIIsA eI MOKUPOBAHHOM.

[TapnoTTa ciokoiiHO KKMBHYNA. OHA YK€ IaBHO MOA03peBaia, uto ¢ 3Toil ["'abpuaioit yTo-To
He Tak. CeroHsANHEee MPOUCIIECTBUE JIMIIb NOATBEPIAIIO €€ TOAO3PCHUS.

— Torma y Hac MosBHIICS IIAHC U30aBUTHCS OT Hee, — YBEpEeHHO 3asBuia M3abenb. — Mel
MPOCTO PACCKAXKEM IMPUHITY, KTO OHA TaKas, U OH BBIIIBBIPHET €€ BOH.
— Ouens ymHo, — lllapnoTTa 6pocunia Ha cecTpy MPE3PUTENHHBIA B3ISA. — ThI JyMaelllb,

OH HE 3HaeT, KTO OoHa Takas? Ecim naxxe oH M He 3HAN, TO YK€ JaBHO 000 BceM moranaics! U,



KpOME TOro, Thl HUKOIJa HE 3ajlaBajiach BONPOCOM, IJie oH ee Hamen? Beap CailMOH mpuBen
["abpusiny B 3aMOK HEOXKUJIAHHO, HE MPEIYNpPEUB HUKOTO O TOM, YTO 3aXOTeJ B3SITh €Ile OJHY
¢bpeiinuny. HaBepHska oH mpekpacHO 3HaAJI O €€ MPOUCXOKICHUU.

— UYT0 X, 3HAUUT, MBI HEMHOIO TNOMU3JECBAEMCS HaJl HEW, — MPUILypHJIa 3E€JEHbIE IVa3za
OneoHopa. — S TOJIBKO YTO MpUAYyMasia T€HUAJIbHBIN ILIAH.

[apnoTrTa miyOooko B3aoxHYIa. UTo Obl HM NpuIyMbIBaIu DneoHopa ¢ M3alenb, uX MIIaHbl
HEU3MEHHO PYIIMIIMCh U3-3a HETEPIEIMBOCTH U HEMCTOBOIO HPABa CECTED.

N3 Tpex cecrep TopuByn Illapinorra Obula cTapmieid M BCErja OCTaBaJlaCh CaMOWM
YpaBHOBEIIIEHHONW U CIOKOMHOW. MIMEHHO 3TM KayecTBa BBI3BIBAIIM Yy T€X, KTO C HeW oOmacs,
MOACO3HATENbHBIA cTpax. Ee cecTphl AEHCTBOBAIM OTKPBITO, BCEM CBOMM MOBEICHUEM ITOKA3bIBas
HUCTUHHBIE HaMepeHus. JineoHopa TOpHByH Oblla YMHOM — BO3MOXHO, CaMOM YMHOW M3 BCEX
Tpoux. OOBIYHO TIJIaHBI U HOBBIE MW NMpUHAJICKaTIU UMEHHO eil. Ho 3adactyio oHa Bena cebs
HEMPOCTUTENIBHO Tyno. Bcemy BUHOM ObLT €€ XapakTep — B30aJIMOIIHBIA U BCIBUIRIUBEIA. OHA C
TPYIOM MOTIJIa JiepkKaTh c€0sl B pyKax U HE UMesa Jake MaJlod ToJauKu TepreHus. Camast Miiamas
u3 cecrep, lM3abenp, ObU1a BO BCEM IMOXOKa Ha OJIEOHOPY — Takas XK€ HeTeprenBasi,
paspaXuTelbHasl U KanpusHas. Tak yX 3aJI0KEHO y rapnuid — UX HpaB Bcerga OyeH, a TOJIOBbI
ropstur. Ho He takoit Obita LllapnorTa. B oTimdme oT cectep, OHA MpeACTaBIsa sl CBOMX BParok
CKphITyl0 yrpo3y. Ona Tamna B cebe 37100y, HE TOKa3blBaJia CBOErO THEBA W JICWCTBOBAJIA
ucnoaruiika. OHa ObUIa XJIAJHOKPOBHOM M pacyeTIMBOM, yMmena 3/paBO pacCyXIaTh B JHOOBIX
YCIIOBUSIX, U MMEHHO 3TH KauecTBa €€ XapakTepa He pa3 IMOMOTrajiu TpPOHUIEe BbIOMpAaThCcs U3
CIHOXKHBIX cuTyanuid. IlapioTra KOHTPOJMpPOBAIIA MOBEAEHHUE MIAJUIMX CECTEp, Yy4Yuila HX
caMo00JlaJaH1I0, OHA 00Jlajana Moyt Oe3rpaHMYHON BIACThIO HAaJ HUMH, M TOJBKO Ojaromaps
3TOMY UM TPOUM YJIaBaJIOCh MPETBOPATH B AKU3Hb CBOU PUCKOBAHHBIC U OMACHBIC TIJIAHBIL.

[[TapnoTTa BCIO XHM3HB OTIIMYAIACH OT CECTEpP HE TOJBKO XapaKTepoMm, HO M BHemHe. Ee
YrOJIbHO-YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI U TEMHBIE 0ApXaTHUCThIE IN1a3a BbI3bIBAJIIA BOCXUIICHUE, HO BCE XK€ Takas
BHEIIHOCTh MPAKTUYECKUM HE BCTpEUANACh y rapmnuu. lMmeamom KpacoTbl y HHX CUHTAJMUCh
PBDKEBOJIOCHIE JIEBYIIKH, Kakoi Oblia DneoHopa. HukTo, kpome camoit [11apioTTel, HE 3HaJ, B 4YeM
NpUYMHA TaKUX BHEHMHUX pa3nuuuii. Bce neno ObLI0 B TOM, YTO €€ CEeCTPhl, KOTOPBIX BCE CUMTAIIU
el pOJHBIMU, Ha CAaMOM JIeJIe MPUXOIWIIUCH €l e IMHOYTPOOHBIMU.

JIBa npeBHENIIMX BU/Ia — rapiyy U BaMIIUPbl — U3/IaBHA BPAXKI0BAIU MEX 1y coooi. ["apnuu
yalle BCEero 3akKirouainu Opaku ¢ o0opoTHsaMH. M3abens u DieoHopa poauiIuCch UMEHHO OT TaKoro
Opaka. Ho He3zagonro 1o cBoeir cmeptu ux Marb, ['anecc TopuByn, nocearuna I[llapnorty B cBOIO
TalHY.

B momomoctu Tanecc Obuia KpacwBOM NEBYIIKOW, HE OOJECICHHOW MYXCKUM BHHMaHHEM.
OnpHaXx bl BBIIUIO TAaK, YTO OHA MO3HAKOMMJIACh C MOJIOJBIM KpacaBlieM BammupoM. HecmoTps Ha
IPEBHIOI0 POAOBYIO BpaKJly, BaMIIUp W Tapnus cpa3dy NOHpPaBWIMCh Apyr npyry. [lpustHoe
oOleHne ObICTPO MEPEepocao B OypHBIA poMaH; B Pe3yIbTare 3TOr0 HEJOJITOro COr3a POAUIach
YEPHOBOJIOCAST M TEMHOINIA3asl NI€BOYKA, KOTOpyro Mmarb HasBanma Illapnorroin. Oten neBodku
BCKOPE NOCJIE €€ POKJICHHS OTU0, a Marh Monajia B JOBOJIbHO HEMPOCTYIO CUTYalMI0. Yalle Bcero
MAaJIEHbKUE TApPNUH POXKIAIUCH MOXOKHUMH Ha CBOMX MATEpPE, HUYETO HE HAcleays OT OTLOB.
I"anmecc xe ocranach OJIHa C JOYEPHIO, KOTOPAS BHENIHE PA3UTEIIBHO OTINYAIACH OT HEE CAMOMU.

Taitny 06 otue aeBouku ['amecc yHecna ¢ coboi B moruiy. Ho mepen cMepThio OHaA BCe Ke
pelniach paccka3aTb 000 BCEM J0YEPH.

[[TapnoTTy HCTOpHUS Marepu He ynuBuia. J[€eBouka BCIO KW3Hb 3Hana, YTO OTJIMYAETCS OT
APYTruX rapnuii. 9To 3HaHUE CHavyasia ObUTO0 MHTYUTUBHBIM, 3aTE€M MEPEPOCIIO B YBEPEHHOCTh, KOT/Ia



[ITapaoTTa MO3HAKOMUIACH C JE€BOYKOM-BAMIMPOM IO UMEHU Ib3a. OHU MOAPYKHUIUCH, U JNb3a
pacckazana [llapnorTe o cebe. OHa ObUIa MIATEHKOW C SPKUMU TOJYObIMU IJIa3aMU U cuuTaia ceos
HEeKpacuBOW. Bammupel, kak W Tapnuu, NpUaBajid OoJIbIIOE 3HAYEHUWE BHEIIHOCTH, M Ib3a
rOBOpHJIA, YTO €ciid Obl y Hee ObUIM YepHBIE BOJIOCHI M TEMHBIE IVla3a, €€ CUuTalu Obl caMou
MpUBJIEKATEIbHON BaMnupiied. Takas BHEIIHOCTh CYMTANACh Y BAMIIMPOB MPU3HAKOM YUCTEHUILECH
KPOBH, a 3TO OYE€Hb LUEHUJIOCH.

[[TapnoTTy 3TH CI0Ba HACTOPOXKUIIH, U C TEX IOP YBEPEHHOCTh B €€ OTJIWYHUHM OT OCTAJIbHBIX
rapnuil enge Oosbiue ykpenuuachk. llapnorra yHaciaenoBaia OT rapnuil TOJIBKO BUAOBOM MPU3HAK
— TpaHc(opMHUpOBaHKE, YMEHUE TIPEBPAIATHCS B CTPAIIHOE KpbUIaToe co3nanue. Bece octanpHOE
€l JOCTAJIOCHh OT OTILAa-BaMIIMpa — XJIAJHOKPOBHUE, YPABHOBEIIEHHOCTb, IPEBOCXOAHOE YMEHHE
CKpBIBaTh CBOM YYBCTBa U BCETJa JE€pKaTh ceOs B pyKax.

Oneonopa u M3abenp He mpuaaBain OOJBIIOTO 3HAUCHHUSI TOMY OOCTOSITEIBCTBY, UTO CECTpa
HE M0X0’Xa Ha HUX. OHU NPUBBIKJIM YBAXKATh U CIYIIATHCS €€ U JIETKO MOJJIABAJIMCh €€ BIUSHUIO.

U Teneps, koraa I1aeoHopa U3JI0KUIA CBOM TIJIaH, 00e cecTpbl kK aanu ogoopenus [11apaoTThl.

— llo-moemy, Heroxass uuaes, — KHBHYIA crapumas cecrpa. — Mbl BCE paBHO CKOPO
n30aBUMCS OT HUX BCEX, HO MOKa Hall IUIAH B MPOIIECCE BBINOJHEHUS, HUYTO HE MEIIAET HaM
nopassieubcs ¢ ['adu.
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Eme ngaxxe He moOpaBumch 10 yylaHa, rje oH 3amep Memnuccy, CaliMOH MOuysil HEJIagHOE.
JIBepb OKa3zajach HE 3amepTa, XOTs OH TOYHO MOMHMJI, KaK 3aleyarbiBaJl 3aMOK CBOEW Marmem.
OTKpbIB IBEPH, IPUHIL €1Ba HE 3apbluajl OT Jocaabl: Menucchl B KOMHare He Obuto. Ha moiy Bo3ine
nkaga Baisuiach BepeBka. CaliMOH 3amisiHYN 1moj MKadg v oOHapykuil NMuiIbKy. OH MTHOBEHHO
BCE€ TMOHSUI, BBIIIEN M3 YyllaHa U CIICIHO HampaBwics K Oamme Jluccol. Bonpeku ero oxuianusm,
JIEBYIIKA OKA3aJIaCh TaM, OHA CUJIEIa Ha KPOBAaTH CIIMHOU K JIBEPH.

VYcaplman mary, JIncca BCKoumja Ha HOTH.

— Menmcca... — Havan O0buto CaiitMOH, HO, YBUJIEB BRIPOXKEHHE €€ JIUIa, 3aMOJTdall.
— S Bce Bujena, NpUHIl, — XOJIOAHO cKazana Jlucca. CallMOH TOHSJI, YTO OTHUPATHCS
Oecrnoae3Ho.

— A Kak, mo-TBOeMY, s JOJDKEH ObuT mocTynuTh? OTHYCTUTH €ro Ha Ia3ax y Bceil cTpaxu?!
Wnu mpocTto caenats BUM, U4TO S €ro yOUII, U MOMPOCUTH PUTBOPUTHCS MEPTBBIM ?

— To1 yun3un ero! 3auem Hajgo ObUIO ycTpauBarh 3TOT OanmaraH?! Tel M Tak 3HaJ, YTO ThI
cunbpHee!

— Ho Bce Beab ObUIO YECTHO, BEpHO? — BO3pa3ui NpuHIl. — OH XOTeNl JIpaku, OH €€
ao0ucs.

— Her, 310 mu1 xoTen apaku!

— On Toxe He Obu mpoTuB! S commacwicss Ha €ro YcCJIOBHE — BCE JIODKHO OBITh
CITpaBeIJIMBO.

Jlucca He oTBeTHIAa — Wb OTBeJa B3WIsAA. OHa oco3HaBaina, yto CailMOH mpas, U HE MOIJIa
OO0JIbIIIE HA HETO CEPIUTHCS.

— ToI jomkHa MOHATE MeHA, JIncca, — Tuxo ckazai CaliMoOH, ITOIouas OImxke. — Y MEHS He
OBLIO Ipyroro BeIxoja. Thl mpocuia He yOUBATh €ro, sl BRITOJHHII 3TY IPOCKOY, HO. ..

On 3annyncs — Jlucca HeOKUAAHHO OOHSJIA €r0 M YTKHYJIACh JIMIIOM B €T0 KaM301I.

— 4l nonnmaro, — mpouenTaia OHa.

— 3HaA4YMT, Tl HE 3IUIILCI HA MEHS?

— Her.



Korga CaliMmoH BbIlIeN U3 KOMHAThI MeEIUCCHI, B €ro rojioBe yxke co3peina uaesa. CryCTUBIIMCh
no jectHulle BHU3, CalilMOH BBICKOUMJI BO JIBOP W HampaBuiica K Ky3Huile. Ky3Her B 3amke ObLT
HEOOXOIMM: OH TIOJKOBBIBANl KOpOJIEBCKUX Jomaned. Ho ceifyac mpuHIl e K HEMY C JIpyrou
LEJIBIO.

[ToctydaB B nBeph JoMHUKa Ky3Hera, CalitMOH cO0Opa3uii, 4TO Ha JBOPE ITyOOKast HOUb, U BCE
HOpPMaJIbHBIE KOJIYHBI B 3TO BPEMSI YK€ IaBHO CMOTPST CHbL. HO HEOX)HUAAHHO JBEPHh OTBOPUIIACH,
Y Ha MOPOTre MOABUIICS U3PSIAHO MOABBITUBIIAMN Ky3HEII.

— Koro eme nprHecno? — OH 3aXker CBET Ha KPbUIbLIE U TYT YBUJEH, KTO K HEMY I0>KaJI0Bal.
N3ymMiieHHO MOXJI0MAB Ti1a3aMu, KOJIAYH yIall Ha KOJICHU.

— Baire BpicOueCTBO, — 3aMKasICh, MPOU3HEC OH, TOJA00OCTPACTHO IS/ HA PUHIIA.

— Bcranb, — cnokoifHo ckazan Calimod. — S k Tebe mo neny.

— IIpoxomute, moxkanyhcra, — Ky3HEL MOOHSJICS HAa HOTU M paclaxHyl IMepe] NPUHIEM
TIBEPb.

— Ha »ToT pa3 s k Tebe ¢ 0cOObIM 3aKa30M, — MHOTO3HA4YMTEIbHO TpouzHec CaliMoH,
YCEBILMCh HA JUBAH B TOCTUHOMW, Ky/Ia €r0o MPUBEJ KOJIAyH. — MHE HYKEH LIBETOK.

Ky3Hen n3ymIieHHO yCTaBUJIICS Ha MPUHILA.

— VYxke?! — BbeIpBanoOCh y HeTO0. — TO €CTh, 1 XOTE€N CKa3arb... JTO, pa3yMeeTCs, HE MOE
neno... S Bce caemaro, Balie BEICOYSCTBO!

— Bort u xopoio, — kuBHyn CaitMoH. — Bce 101KHO OBITh TOTOBO MOCJIE3aBTPA YTPOM.
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— Bce roToBo, MO IrOCITOJIMH.

CaitMoH BolIeJ B Ky3HUIlY. Ha cToJIe B yrily TOMEIICHUSI €r0 YK€ 0KUIT €T0 3aKa3.

— BoTr, — Ky3Hel MOMHSJ IIEJKOBYKO TKaHb, KOTOPOM OBLT HAKpHIT TMPEIAMET, U
MPOJIEMOHCTPUPOBAT TMPUHILY BEIUKOJCIHBIA XPYCTAIbHBIA I[BETOK — PO3y TOHKOM pPabOTHI
paszmMepoM ¢ HacTosyro. Kaxapiid enecTok, KaXKIblii MM ObUIM BBIMOJIHEHBI TaK PEATMCTUYHO,
YTO Ka3aJI0Ch, OYITO 3TO HACTOSINIAS pPO3a, TOJIBKO YTO Cpe3aHHasi B Cajy, BIPYr CTalla MPO3pauHOM
U JISKHUT cerdac 37eCh, Ha CTOJIC.

— OueHp Xopomo, — C 4YyBCTBOM ckazail CalilMOH M OCTOPOXXHO B3sUI B PYKH XPYIKHU
BeTOK. — becrnoao6Ho.
— Cmacu6o, Balle BbICOYECTBO, — Ky3HEI[ MOKJIOHUICA. [loMruMo paGoThl ¢ METaIIoOM, 3TOT

KOJIyH 3aHUMAJICS ele ApyruM pemeciioM. OH co3fgaBall M3 CTEKJIa M XPYCTajs HACTOSIIME
MPOU3BEICHUSI UCKYCCTBA — Ba3bl, MOCYY, 3aMevaresibHble (PUTYPKHU 3BEpEil U APyrue CyBEHUPBHI.
3aka3 MpuHIA CTal IS HErO MOJMHOW HEOXHUJAAHHOCTBIO, HO KY3HEI[ BBITOJHUJI €ro C AYIIOH U
OOJIBIIIM CTapaHUEM.

CalilMOH aKKypaTHO YJIOKHJI IIBETOK B CIEIUAIIBHO MPUTOTOBICHHYIO KOPOOOUKY, YCTIAHHYIO
0apxaToM, W BBIHYI MEIIOYEK C JIEHbraMH, YTOOBI BO3HATPaIUTh PEMECICHHUKA 3a MPEKPACHYIO
pabory.

— O, 4TO BBI, HE HaJO0! — 3amMOTaj roJIOBOW Ky3HEIl. — BBIMOJHUTH Tako#l 3aka3 ObLIO
BEJIUYANILEN YECTHIO IJISI MEHA!

CaliMOH ycMexXHYIICS |, moOJiarofapuB KOJIIyHa, HalpaBuics B 3aMOK. BepHyBImch k cede B
CHJIbHIO, MPUHIT HAJCKHO CIpATA]T KOpoOouky. Bckope oHa emy MOHAaJA00UTCS — OH MOAAPUT
ATOT UBETOK Menucce ¢ npemioxeHueM pykd u cepaua. [lo crapuHHON Tpamuuuu MuaHaiiTa
M30paHHUIIA YWiEHA KOPOJEBCKOM (paMUINU MOJTydala OT HETO B MOJapPOK XpyCTalIbHYIO PO3y, KOrjaa
OH HAMEPEBAJICS )KEHUTHCS HA HEW.

[IpencrionHeHHBIM pagocTd W onTumMu3Ma, CailMOH BBIIEN W3 CHAJbHH, 3alep ABEPh U
OTIIPABUJICS 3aBTPAKATh.
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— Hano cmareiBarbest OTCIOA, TTOKA OH HE BepHyicsa! — npoumnena [lapimorra. OHa crosuia
BO3JIC JIBEPU B CliajibHE MPUHIIA U BBIVISAbIBAIA B KOpUI0p. Korma KoJIyH-Ky3HEI COOOIMI UM,
YTO cJeaj JUisl IPUHIIA XPYCTAIBHYIO pO3y, PpeiauHbl ObUTH MOKUPOBaHbL. OT CTaporo mjiaHa uM
MPUIITIOCHh OTKA3aThCA: B CBSI3M C HEOXXUJAHHOW HOBOCTHIO DJIEOHOpA MpHUIyMana Koe-uTo Ooliee
MHTEPECHOE M JKECTOKOE, PacCUuThiBasi Ha TO, 4TO ['aOpuaiuie Bps]l JU HW3BECTHHI JIPEBHUE
Tpaauiuu MuiHaiiTa, CBI3aHHBIE C TAKUM PEIKUM COOBITUEM, KaK KOPOJIEBCKasl CBaIb0A.

— Kaxercs, g Hamwial — TOpPKECTBYIOIE MpOIIENTala OICOHOpPAa M M3BIEKJIA HAa CBET
30JIOTUCTYIO KOPOOOUKYy. DpeiIMHbBI OTKPBUIH €€ U YBUJEIN BEIUKOJIEITHBINA XPYCTaIbHbIN I[BETOK.

— Kpacora, — meurtarenbHo poTsiHya M3adens.

— Unemte orcrtoga! — IllapnorTa eme pa3 omisaena kopuaop. TaMm, Ha UX cHacTbe, OBLIO
ITYCTO.

3anepeB ABEPbh KOMHATHI, JEBYINIKA MOCIENIMIA YATU MOJAJbIIE OT ClaidbHU NpuHna. OHu
penmu nipenonHectu ['abpusie cropnpus 3a obemom. Jlydmero Mecta, 4em TparesHas, MpOCTO
HE HaWTH.

[Ipubmmxkanock Bpemsi obena. @pelnuHbl coOpaauch B Tpame3Ho#, oOCyKaas IMOCIEIHUE



JETAJIM HOBOTO IIJIaHA.

Jlucca Tem BpeMeHeM OblLla B CBOEH KOMHAare U coOupanach ciyckarbcs Ha obea. Eit He
Teprenock yBuneth Caitmona. Buepa Beuepom OH ObLI KaKOW-TO TaMHCTBEHHBIM, OYITO YTO-TO
3aaymain. Jlucca He cTana cpanmBaTrh, YTO C HUM TaKOe, HO €€ pa30oupasio JIF0OOMBITCTBO.

Korma Menucca nmonxoauia K Tpamne3HoOM, OHA M3JalieKa yCibllajla TPOMKHUE rojoca U CMex
bpeinuH.

«HMumepecno, umo mam maxoe npoucxooum?

3amisiHyB B Tpare3Hyro, Jlucca yBujena ciyr, HakpbIBalOIMX Ha cToJ, U (peinuH. CecTpsl
CTOSUIM y OKHA ¥ pacCMarpuBaJIi KaKOW-TO MPEAMET, KOTOPhINM Aepxaia B pykax lllapnorra. Korma
JCBYIIKK Ha CEKYyHJYy pacCTymwinch, Menncca ycmena pasmisieTb B pykax y (pelauHb
YIUBUTEIBHO MPEKPACHYIO XPYCTAIBHYIO PO3Y.

— CaiiMOH mogapui MHE €€ CeroaHs yrpoMm, — rosopuia lllapnorra, cBepkas niazamu. —
Bpol ke 3HaeTe Tpaauuuio... Eciu oH mogapuia MHE LBETOK, 3HAYUT, I CKOPO CTAHY €ro KEHO !

Jlucca 3acThula Ha MOPOre TpPAame3HOM, YyBCTBYS, KaK KPOBb OTXJIBIHYIA OT JIMIIA; B3IVIS €€
ObLI MPUKOBAH K IBETKY B pykax IIIapnoTThl.

Tyt dbpeitnnHbl 3aMeTUIN €e€.

— Ilpuser, 'abu, — mmotosmHo yneiOHynace lllapmorra. — Buaumb, Kakod dYyaecHbIN
MOJIAPOK MPETOJHEC MHE CEeTOIHS MOW BO3II00IeHHBIH? He Xodens oTnpa3qHOBAaTh BMECTE C HAMHU
Moe cuacthe? Benp s ckopo cTany npuHiieccoi! UncTokpoBHas BelbMa 0JIaropoaHbIX KPOBEH Kak
HEJIb3s JIy4llIe MTOJOMIET HA 3TY POJIb, Thl HE HAXOAHIIIb?

Jlucca cmoTtpena Ha GpeiliInH, 3aCTHIB Ha MOpOre Kak BKomaHHas. Ee ronoBa Kak-To CTpaHHO
OIycTeja, HE OCTaJloCh Ja)Xe Kakohu-HuOyap rpyoor ¢passl, uyToObl oTBeTHTH Illaprorre.
@pelnuHbl MOJYa HaAOMIONANM 32 peakuuel JEeBYyIIKM M HacJlaXJaluch IPOU3BEICHHBIM
apdhexTom.

Huuero He coobpaxas, JIncca pazBepHynachk 1 BbIlNIa U3 Tpane3Hoil. OHa Moa4a modpena 1o
KOPUJOpaM 3aMKa, TSI B MOJI MYCThIMU 1a3aMu. CIyrd, MoMajaBIMecs Ha €€ MyTH, CO CTPaxoM
CMOTpeNH Ha (ppeinHy-(haBOpUTKY IPUHIIA U HUYETo HE MOHUMAaIU. YTO CIy4niIoch C AEBYIIKOMH ?
YTO MOTJIO €€ TaK PacCTPOUTH?

Ho atoro cocrosausa xBaruio Jlucce poBHO Ha MyTh OT TPaIe3HOW A0 €€ cnajabHUu. BeposTHo,
OHa YX€ HACTOJbKO IPUBBIKJIA CKPBIBaTh CBOM 3MOILIMHU 3a MpEJesiaMd KOMHAaThl U BCErIa
BBIITYCKAaTb UX HAPYXKy TOJBKO 32 3aKPBITOW JBEPHIO CHAIBHH, YTO JI€JIAIa 3TO MWHCTUHKTHUBHO,
JaXKe He 3aJyMbIBasiCh 00 TOM.

Omna 3akpbLia 3a coO0M JIBEpb, 3arepiia €€ Ha KIJIK0Y, U TYT...

D710 6bUIO0 MOAOOHO B3pBIBY. OCKOJIKH YYBCTB, OOJIOMKH MBICJIEH, OOPBIBKM BOCTIOMUHAHUHN
3aMOJIHWJIM BOI[APUBIIYIOCS ITYCTOTY B TOJIOBE JEBYIIKU. 1 Bce 3TO OBLIO CBSA3aHO JIMIIL C HUM — C
CaiiMOHOM.

Bceneck smonuii ObUT HACTOJIBKO CHIIEH, 4TO Jlucca ymana Ha mon u 3apblgana. [opsuue
Cle3bl pydbsMH cTeKanu mo juny. OHa makana, Kak He Iulakaia eme Hukorga. CTOHBI U
OeccBsi3HbIE (Ppa3bl BbIPHIBAIUCH U3 €€ pra. OHAa HE MOoIa AyMarb HU O 4YeM, MPOCTO IUlaKala
HaB3pPbIJI, JIe’kKa Ha MOy CBOEH ClajbHU, CIIOBHO OpOIlICHHAs,, HUKOMY HE HY)KHasl UTPYIIKA.

BHe3anHO mOphIB HOBBIX YYBCTB 3acTaBWJ Menuccy pe3Ko BCKOUYMTH C moisia. B ee romnose
BIPYT MPOSICHUIOCH. Pa3po3HeHHbIE KI0Ybsi CPOPMHUPOBAIIUCH B YETKUE MBICIH, U BMECTE€ C HUMU
IIPUILIEI THEB, HAJIETENA, CJIOBHO yparaH, IUKas ipoCTh.

«lInesamov mHe, umo on nooapun po3y ei! Ona ne cmodcem cmams €20 HCeHOU, NOMOM)Y YMO
He 0odicusem 00 c8adbObL



Jlucca yrepna ciesbl, pacnaxHyia JIBEPh HACTEXKb U BbICKOUMJIA B Kopuaop. OHa momyanach
oOpaTHO B Tpale3Hylo, 4yTh HE phua OT 370cTH. Celiuac OoHa »Kefajga TOJIHKO OJHOTO: HAWTH
[apnoTTy u yOUuTh.

Korma Jlucca BopBajach B KOMHATy, TaM ObUIM JIMIIL TpU ¢peiaunbl. Ciyrd yxe HakpbUld
CTOJI Y pa30LUIUCH.

Ensa yBuneB Menuccy, M3abens u DneoHopa, Xxuxukas, mpoOekald MUMO HEE€ K BBIXOLY.
[[TapnoTTa ocTanack OAHA HAEOUHE C MOMKAPOM, KOTOPBIA MOJIBIXAJI B Ipyau y Menuccel. CHOBa
YBUJIEB XPYIIKYIO XPYCTaIbHYIO PO3Y B TOHKUX pyukax (ppeitnunsl, JIncca B30ecunachk eliiie CUibHEeE.
Omna 6e3 MUIHUX TpeancioBuil Habpocuiack Ha [1lapnoTTy u BeIOMIIa XpYCTaIbHBIN IIBETOK Y HEE
U3 PYK.

[lapnorTa B3BU3THYNA. Po3a paszOunack BapeOE3rd, YIapUBIIMCh O MPaMOPHBIM TOJ, U
TBICSYU CBEPKAKOMIMX OCKOJIKOB PACCHINAIUCH I10 IMOJTY.

JIBe (peinuHbl, JIBE HEHACTOSIIMX BEIbMBI, CTOSUIM JIPYr MPOTUB Jpyra, IS B IOJ, Ha
OCTaHKH 3JI0CHaCTHOTO IIBETKA.

BneszamHo OT BX0/1a B TpaIe3Hyo pa3aaics JEIIHOM royoc:

— YTo0 3/1€CH TPOUCXOTUT?

Jlucca ounynace wm momHsna miasza. [lapinorra yxe Kyma-to ucmapuiack. B aBepsx cTosut
CailMOH U cMOTpEeN Ha MOoJ.

— Yt10 3T0? — OpUHII NpoUIes B MOMENICHUE U MPUCET HA KOPTOUYKU y OCKOJIKOB. — Jlncca,
YTO 3TO TAKOE?

Menucca He orBetuna. OHa cmoTpesia Ha CailMOHa C TAKUM BBIPaXXEHUEM, UTO TOT HEBOJIBHO
COIIPOTHYIICS, 3aliiIsIHYB €l B MiIa3a. B ee B3mIsie NepeMenmMBaIuCh BCE €€ MPOTUBOPCUUBHIC
YyBCTBA: 3JI0CTh, 00M/1a, U O0Jb OT MpelaTeIbLCTBA IPUHIIA, U IPE3PEHUE K HEMY M3-3a €r0 0OMaHa,
Y pa304apOBaHUE B HEM...

CaliMOH CMOTpEN €U B IJ1a3a U POBHBIM CUETOM HUYETO HE TOHUMAJI.

— S 3aman Tebe BOmpoc, — OH M30 BCEX CHUJI CTapaliCs OCTABAThCS XJIaIHOKPOBHBIM, XOTS €My
XOTeNIOCh OPOCUTHCA Tepe]] Hel Ha KOJEHU M YMOJISTh pacckas3arb €My, YeM OH 3acCIyKHuJ ATOT
AKYTKHAM B3IJIAL.

— Yto THI pa3zbuina?

Menucca oTBena OT HETO B3IV U MTHYJIa HOTOM OCKOJIKK PO3bI HA TTOJY.

— TbI gelCcTBUTENBHO XOYENh 3HATh, YTO 3TO TAKOE? — MPOU3HECTA OHA XOJIOAHO. — IDTO
ovi1 TBOUM momapok Illapnmorre. Pa3Be Tebe He 3HaKOoMa 3Ta Belp? XpycTallbHas po3a — OUYCHb
TOHKOM paOOThI, MEXKTY TPOYHM.

CaliMOH, Bcerja TakoW OJICHHBIA, CIIOBHO HACTOSIIMI BaMIIUp, Ka3ajaoch, IMOOEIEN eIe
CUJIbHEE.

— Ilomapok... komy?! — OTOpPONENO NEPECIPOCHIT OH.

Jlucca 3akartuna riasa.

— TonbKO HE HAJO OMPaBABIBATHCS WJIM AEJaTh BUJ, YTO HUYETO HE MPOU301UI0. S ¢ camoro
Hayajia 3Haja, 4To y Hac Hu4ero He BouiAeT. [louemy? IloToMy 4TO 51 4enoBEK, a HE BEpbMa U HE
Bamnupima! CornacHa, Illapnorra OoJibllie TOAXOAUT HA poOJb MpHUHIECCHL. W Korjma ke Thl
cobOuparcs ckazath MHE, YTO Opocaelih MeHs?

Ho na mume CalimoHa He MOSBUJIOCH BUHOBATOro BbIpakeHHsA. OH, OecCTpalHbId MPHHII,
CMOTpEI Ha JIEBYLIKY C YKaCOM.

— Jlucca, — mpolienTal oH, najaas Ha KoJieHu. — YUTo Tel Hecellb, Tirynad... [Ipu uem 31ecsk
[TapnoTTa?



JInucca mocMoTpena Ha HETO CBEPXY BHU3.

— Ilpu TOM, 9TO CeroAHs yTpoM OHA MOJy4duia OT TeOs MoJapoK — BOT 3Ty CAMYIO PO3Yy.

CaiiMOH paccmesiicss — ¢ 00Jier4yeHueM, Kak mokasanoch Memucce.

— A TBHI pa3Be HE 3Haelllb, DIYMBIIKA, YTO MOAAPOK TAKOro poaa OObIMHO BpydaeTcs Ha
TOP’KECTBEHHOW LIEPEMOHUHU, B MPUCYTCTBUU MOAJAHHBIX U TEMHOW 3JIUTHI, TOCIE YETO MPUHI] U
ero n30paHHMUIAa OTKPHIBAIOT Oajl TaHLEM?

JIno Menuccel, 10 3TOro 0J1eAHOE U XOJIOIHOE, BCIBIXHYJIO TOPSIYUM PYMSHLIEM.

— Taxk 3HauuT... Tel HE coOupancs naputh [llapaoTTe NBETOK? — CMYIIIEHHO BbIJJaBUJIA OHA.

— Her! — nocnemmno orBetnsn CalMOH TakMM TOHOM, CJIOBHO OHA IPEJIOKWIA MMONAPUTH
XpYCTaJbHYIO PO3Yy COOAKe-MYTaHTY M3 KOPOJICBCKOM MCapHU. — DTOT MOJAPOK TMpeaHa3HauaCs
TOW €IUHCTBEHHOW JAEBYLIKE, KOTOPOM NMPHUHAICKUT MOE CEpILE, U C KOTOPOM s XOUy CBS3aThb
CBOIO KHU3Hb. Y TeOs ecTh BbIOOp, JIucca. Thl MOXKEIb MPUHATH MOE MIPEIIOKEHUE U OCUACTINBUTH
MEHsS Ha BeKU BeuHble. Mnu... nu ke pa3duTh Moe cep/iie Ha MUJUIMOH OCKOJIKOB M OPOCHUTH K
CBOHMM HOTaM, KaK MOCTYIHJIA Thl C HECYACTHBIM IIBETKOM.

Menucca He orBetmina emy. OHa ObUIa HACTONBKO OIIEIOMJIEHA HEOXXUIAAHHBIM MOBOPOTOM
COOBITHH, UTO HE Haxonuia cioB. OHa OE3MOJIBHO CMOTpEJIa Ha pa30UThI LIBETOK M YyBCTBOBAJIA,
KaKk K JIMIy npuiauBaeT KpoBb. lllexu ee 3ambuianu eme cuibHee. B ropne Bcran koM, Iiasa
HaMOJHUIMCH cie3amu. OHa BHE3AIMMHO OCO3Haja, B KaKOe MOJIOKEHHE Tolaia u3-3a COOCTBEHHOM
HEOCMOTPHUTEIBHOCTH U 3TOM HE3aKOHHOM JIOOBH.

B myObune nynmm oHa 3Halia, Kakod OTBET JoJikHa narh CaiiMOHY, HO HE XOTela JIaXe yMarb
00 sToM. Jlucca mpekpacHO MOHMMAala, HACKOJIbKO TSXKENo €d OydeT MPOM3HOCUTH 3TU ciioBa. U
MYYUTEJIBHO XOTEJIOCh OTCPOYUTh MOMEHT UCTUHBI.

— Sl... — HeyBepeHHO Havayia oHa. — MHe Hajno nomymarb. /laBail He OyeM TOpPONUTH
COOBITHSI.

CaliMOH Tak ¥ He BCTAJ ¢ KOoJeH. OH MOAHSII HAa HEE B3I, IMOJHBIM OTYASHUSA, CJIOBHO YK€
MOJIYYHJI PEIIMTEIbHBIA OTKA3.

— XopoI1o, — cKa3aj OH POBHBIM T'OJIOCOM. — Sl TOHUMAal0, 4YTO HE JI0JHKEH TOPOIUTH TEOs C
oTBETOM. Sl M 063 TOTO CIHUIIKOM JOJITO pacropsikajics TBoel ku3Hblo. [lomymait, Jlucca. Ouens
npoiiy Te0st, 001ymail Bce Kak clielyer.

Jlucca monya KuBHYA.

— Korga eI cMOXKeEIb 1aTh MHE OTBET? — TUXO CIIPOCUJI IIPUHII.

— He 3Ha10, — 4ecTHO OTBeTHA AEBYIIKa. — S ckaxy, Korja Oyay roTosa.

CaliMOH OmyCTHJI TOJIOBY, TOJHSUICS C OJIa M, HE CKa3aB 0OJIbIlIE HU CJIOBA, MOHYPO MOILIENICS
K BBIXOTY. Y caMoro mopora oH ooepHyicsi. Menucce mokaszanoch, 4YTO OH XOYET YTO-TO JOOABUTH,
HO IMPUHI] MOJIYa OTBEPHYJICS U UCYE3 3a ABEPHIO.

Jlucca, 3a0bIB IIpo 00€, BEpHYJIach B CBOIO KOMHATY U JIeTJia Ha KPOBaTh.

«MHe ne o uem oymamo. 30eco Hem u He MOdHcem OblMb HeCKOIbKUX apuanmos. Omeem oOuH
— 5 He Mo2y cmamb npunyeccou. He mozy. Xomsa 6wl nomomy, umo s uenogek. Pano uiu no3ouo
Haw ¢ CauMoHOM 0OMAaH pacKkpoemcs, MeHs pazooaadam, u 4mo moaoa 6yoem ¢ Hamu?.

OH cMaxHyJIa HENMTPOUICHHYIO CIIE3UHKY U YCTaBUJIACh B IIOTOJIOK.

«A He umero npasa coenawamvcs. A He 001CHA Mepamb HA0eHCObl HA 8038paLjeHue OOMOLL.
A donoicna nomHums o ceoeil cemve... u o [cetice».

Menucce cHoBa ctano cThiAHO. OHA HE BCIIOMUHANA O HEM YK€ O4eHb AaBHO. [lognaBumch
yapam CaliMOHa, OHa HUKOTr'0 HE 3aMeJalla U HE AyMalila HU O KOM, KpoMe MpHUHIA. A Tenepp, Koraa
HAcTajo BpeMs JieJlaTh BHIOOP, OHA BHOBb BCIIOMHMJIA O TOM IapHE, KOTOPBIN BBITAIIMI €€ CO JHA,



MOJApUII HaJIeXK Ty U OBLT C HEIO PSAZIOM, KOT/Ia €l OBLIO TII0XO.

«Hem. [[xcetic mym nu npu yem», — nonymaina Jlucca. Eif He XoTenoch pa3OuBaTh cep/iie
CaitmoHy, 000CHOBBIBasi CBOI OTKa3 YyBCTBAMHM K MAapHIO U3 MPOLUIOro, K YeJIoBeKy. Jla u ocranuch
JIM OHU, 3TU 4yBcTBa? Menucca HE COMHEBalach, YTO JaBHO yxKe He moout Jlxeiica. Ona moOuna
CaliMOHa U TOJBKO €ro, HO MOHMMaja, YTO HE€ CMOXXET HHUYEro ¢ 3TUM Nonesarb. Bckope e
MpUJIeTCs 1aTh NMpUHILY 0TBeT. OHA HE 3HaJIa, KaKue IMOCIEICTBUS MOBJIEYET 3a COOOHM ee OTKa3, U
cTapanack 00 3ToM He aymarb. Hamo Obuio 3amymarbest 0 ApyroMm. Kak 0ObSICHUTH OCIIEIIIEHHOMY
HEBEJOMBIMHU JIOCEJIE€ YYBCTBAMHU MPUHILY, [MOYEMY €ro MNpeaJIoKeHue OeccMbIiciieHHO? MOoxkHO,
KOHEYHO, MOCOBETOBAaThCSA ¢ MopeHnoul. Ho 3To He camas srydias nues.

«Hem! — TtBepao peunmna Jlucca. — Dmomonvko mosmpobnema. [asxce ue Hawa c
Catimonom, a monvko mosi. M s 0ondicHa peuuums ee camoCmosmenbHo.

JIucca cena B KpoBaTH U OOHsIJIa pyKaMU KOJICHH.

«3Hauum, ocmaemcs npuoymams, kak npenoonecmu CauMony omkaz, umooOvl OH He O4eHb
paccmpouicsa.../[a umo 3a enynocmu! Koneuno oice, on paccmpoumcs! Hem, paccmpoumcs — smo
CAUUKOM Cc1abO0 CKA3aHO, ecliu OH Oydem 4)y8Ccmeo8ams ceOsi mak Jice, KaK s ceuyac...»

Jlucca 3akppuia miaza. OHa MOTUXOHBKY Hayajda MOHMMAaTh, YTO CUTYallMsi O€3BBIXOIHAS.
Bepnee, Bbxon Obi1: ckazarh CaitMoHy Bce mpsiMo. IIycTh 3TO OCKOPOUT €ro Wi paccTpoUT, HO
OHa 00s3aHa CKa3aTh €My BCE KaK €CTh.

«Ho cmozy nu a?..»

Ha »ToT Bompoc oTBeTa y Hee He ObLIO.

% %k ok

Ensa ouyruBnmice B cnainbHe, CaliMOH ymaj Ha KpoBarhb W 3apbUICSd JIMIIOM B TOIYIIKY.
BuyTpu Hero nia oxxectoueHHasi 0opb0a pasyma U 4yBCTB.

«Pazbumuiii ygemox — Oypuou 3nax. Ona omkadxcemy», — B OTHASTHUU JyMaJl IPUHII.

«Bbl 6ce paeno He cmooiceme Oblmb 6mecme, — XOJOJHO HAIOMHWJI €MY BHYTPEHHUU
rojoc. — OHa — uenosex, oHa MeoU 8paz u Meosi NOMEHYUANbHASL NUWA, A Mbl — HOPOAHCOEHUE
371a, co30anue memHo2o mupal

— IIneBats! — paccepamics Caitmon. — S mro0iro ee!

«Ho kax mei 6yoewtv danvuie cKpvlgams om 8cex, Kmo oHa Ha camom oene? Iloka Hukmo Hu o
yem He 002a0bl8aemcsl, HO MO B0NPOC BPEMEHU ... »

[IpuHI] BCKOUMJI C KPOBaTHM M W30 BCEX CUJI YIapuJl KyIakOM IO JEPEBIHHOW CTOMKe, Ha
KOTOPOM JeprKajcs TSHKENbIM KpacHbIM nosior. OH MeTascsa o KoMHare, 00ypeBaeMbli 3JI0CThIO Ha
caMoro ce0si U Ha HECHPaBeIJIMBOCTh 3TOT0 MHUpPAa — MHUPA, CO3JIAHHOIO €ro OTIOM U EMY
NMOI0OHBIMU YyIOBUIIIAMHU, HECTIOCOOHBIMU JTIOOUTH. Mupa, rie ’KUBOTHBIE HHCTUHKTHI CTOSIT BBIIIIE
IQYIIEBHOTO COCTOSTHHUSI.

Hemuoro npuns B ce0s1, CaiiMOH CHOBA 3a1ymMacs.

«Hasepnoe, ne cmoum moponume ee. Bce-maxu Onsa 11060 0e8ywKU 9MO OYeHb BANHCHBLLL
wae. Tem Oonee, ona u cama nonpocuna damo eu 8pems... Iloocanyi, Hyx#CHO noka ocmasums ee 8
noKoe»

[IpuHsiIB 3TO pelieHHE, MPUHI] OKOHYATEIHbHO YCIOKOMWJICA: HE3a4eM IEPEKUBATh pPaHBIIE
BPEMEHU, JTy4llle NTOKa 3aHATHCS CBOUMU JIeJIaMU. 3a0/IHO YIACTCSA HEMHOT'O OTBIJICYbCSI.

CkenTu4ecku OIISACB CBOE OTpakeHHe B 3epkanie, CallMOH TOMpaBUI BOPOT pyOaIikw,
MPUTIIAJIAIT BOJIOCHI U, HE OTVISIHYBIIIMCh Ha KPOBaBOE YOPAaHCTBO KOMHATHI, BBIIIEN 32 ABEPb.
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Ocrarok aus JIucca mpoBena B cBoeil komHare. Eif ynanock HEMHOTO B3JIpEMHYTh, U K BeUepy
OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa ceOs ropasjo jaydile. Ha yauiie y:ke cMepKanoch, U3 Yero JEByIlKa 3aKI04uia,
YTO Mopa coOUpaThCs Ha YKUH.

Ona penmiia BO BCe Kpace mpejacTarh nepeja ¢peisimHaMu B Tparne3Hoi. He mosBUThCs Ha
y’KUHE ObLTO OBl OOJIBIION ONMOKOI: 3TO 03HaYano Obl, yTo JIMcca mogaanach Ha X MPOBOKALIUIO
u npourpana. Ho oHa He coOupanach naBarh (ppeilyivHaAM IIAHC CHOBA IMOW3AEBAaTbCs HAJ HEW.
MpgICIb O TOM, UTO rapnuu OymyT EPEMbIBATh €Ml KOCTH, CUJS Te-HUOYb B TUXOM YTOJIKE Caja,
BBI3BIBAJIA Y HEE OMEP3CHUE.

[lepeoneBumch B JIETKOE CBETIIO-3€JI€HOE IIaThe, Menrcca mocMoTpena Ha cedsi B 3epKalio.
Heckonbkux MUHYT €l XBaTUJIO HA TO, YTOOBI MPUBECTH B MOPSJIOK MaKUsHK M MPUYECKY. Tenephb
MOXHO ObUIO OTIPABIIATHCS HA Y)KUH.

Korna Jlucca, ropsio 3aapaB nog00po0K, BOIILIA B Tpane3Hyto, Tam ObutH ToJibko [1lapiorra u
N3abenb. Mx pepkeBonocas cecTpulla, BUAWMO, TIIe-TO 3aaepxkainack. JIBe ¢pelauHbl yxe
NPUHSJIMCh 33 €1y — Yy KaXJOW Ha TapeiKke JIekKajao IO BEIMKOJIEMHOMY OOJBIIOMY KYCKY
3al€YeHHOM C CBIPOM TOBSKBEN BBIPE3KH, B OOKajax HCKPUIOCh KPACHOE BUHO. J[€BYILIKHA O 4eM-TO
TUXOHBKO IIENTAINCH, CKIOHUBIIKUCH APYT K APYTY.

3acnpiaB MenuccuHsbl mard, GpelnHbl PE3KO BCKUHYIU TOJIOBBI U HATSIHYTO YIBIOHYIIHCH.
VYawi0ka [lapmoTThl 60JbIIE TOX0IMIIa Ha OCKAJ.

Jlucca ynpIOHYIach B TOH UM CBOEH JICKYPHOM MPUBETIMBOM YIBIOKOW M ycelach 3a CTOJI
HanpoTuB (peitnud. [Tapy cexynn ona monua cmotpena B riasa [llapnorre, 3aTeM nepeselia B3I
Ha OJII0JI0 C MSICOM.

— Ox, 3T0, NOMKHO OBITh, HEBOOOPA3UMO BKYCHO! — Jlucca 4yTh ObUIO HE OOIM3HYIACH.
EnBa yuysB apoMar me4eHOro Msca, OHa ITOYyBCTBOBAJa 3BEPCKHUM TOJIOA U BCIOMHUJIA, YTO JHEM
ocrayiack 0e3 obena.

Msico NEWCTBUTEIBHO 0KAa3aJl0Ch OYEHb BKYCHBIM, KaK M BCE, YTO F'OTOBUJIM B 3TOM JIBOPIIE.
Onnako maxe 3aHsTas enou, JIucca gyBcTBoBasia Ha cedbe Kocwie B3mIAAbI [lapnorTer u M3abens.
@peisInHbl MOJTYald, THIIMHA HapylIAIach JUIIb JIETKUM IOCTYKMBAHMEM BWJIOK W HOXEU O
tapenku. Ho Menucca koxxell 4uyBCTBOBaJIa OBUCIIIEE B BO3/AyXe HanpspkeHue. YTo-To 31ech ObLI1o
HE TaK.

OObyHO (peitnuHbl Benu ceds coBceM uHade. OHU BECENUIIUCh, XUXUKAIA U OOJTalu o
BCSIKMX DIynoctsax. Ho ceruac MexXay HUMU SIBHO IMPOUCXOAWJI HEMOW AMAJIOr — OHU BCE BpEMs
MepenIsIbIBAIUCh MEXKAYy COOOM, CIOBHO MbBITA’Ch IVIa3aMH IEpenaTh APYr APYry 4Ype3BbIYaHO
BXXHYIO MH(OpMaIUio, KOTopas He MpeaHa3Hadanach sl yimedl Memuccel. Cyas mo Bcemy, Ux
3a00THUIIO YTO-TO KyJla Cephe3HEee HEYIaBILIECHCs IIyTKU C XPYCTaTbHBIM I[BETKOM.

— C BamU ceromHs Tak BECEN0, — UPOHUYHO 3ameTwia JIncca, momHumasch u3-3a croja. K
BUHY OHA JIa)k€ He NMpUTpoHyaack. — Crnacu0o 3a KOMIaHUIO, I€BOYKH !

OHa TBepAbIM LIATOM BhIIDIA U3 Tpane3Houl. [Ipoias mo kopuaopy U moBepHYB 3a yroi, JIncca
OCTaHOBWJACh M 3aJyMmajach, 4yTO e Jenarb Aaiblie. OObMHO MO BeYepaMm IOCIE Y)KMHA OHa
npoBoauia Bpemsi ¢ CaliMOHOM TJie-HHOYIb B YKPOMHOM yroJjke 3amka. Ho ceiiuac BujieTh npuHIiia
el He xoTenochk. CUIETh B CMIalibHE TOXKE OBLJIO HE OYEHb 3aMaHYHBO.

[IpucnonuBumcCh K cTeHE, JIncca mpoBoania B3TJISIAOM CIYry, KOTOPBIM, MUMOXOJIOM BEXKIIUBO
KUBHYB €M, MpOILIEJ IO KOPHUAOPY B HAIPABICHUU JECTHULBIL, W, HAKOHEL, MpHUIyMasna, 4eMm




3aHSATHCS.

CnycTHBIIMCh Ha IEPBBIA 3Ta)XX, OHA BJIPYr OCO3HANA, YTO €LIE COBCEM HE IO3JHO, U B
KOPHUJIOpax MOXET OKa3arbCs CIUIIKOM MHOro Hapoxy. Ho, mo cyactero, Ha myTtu €M momajaaiach
JUIIb TPUCIYra, KOTOpas TMOCTOSHHO CHOBaJla Tyna-Cloa I10 JBOPLY, BBIINOJHSS CBOU
00sI13aHHOCTH.

MenbkoM ONISIAEBIMCH MO CTOpOHaM, JIMCca CKOJB3HYIA B XOPOILIO 3HAKOMBIA KOPHIOD,
BEyIIMM K moazemenpro. OHa 1u1a OCTOPOXKHO, CTapasCh CTyNarb Kak MOKHO THUle. B xopunope
ObUIO TeMHO, U JIucca HeBOJIbHO noexkuiiach. OHa ObUTa HE POOKOT0 JECATKA, HO BCE K€ B INIyOUHE
Oyl nmo0anBaiach TEMHOTBHIL.

BHe3anHO r1e-T1o HeJaaeKo BOEpPEInd pa3falicsi HETPOMKHAM MYKCKOU T'OJI0C, HU3KAU U OYEHb
Xpuruiblid. JIncca B3AporHysia OT HEOKUIAHHOCTHU U 3aMepiia Ha MECTE.

— Hac TOYHO HUKTO 3/1€Ch HE MOJICIYIIAET, JIEAH?

— AOCOJIFOTHO TOYHO, — TUXO OTBETHJI JPYTrOM royioc, )KeHckuid. — CTpaxka yxe yIuia.

— bonbIie HUKTO HE MOXET 31ECh MPOUTH?

— VYBepsito Te0s, 3€Ch HUKOT0, KpOMeE Hac, HeT. Moelllb TOBOPUTb.

Heoxunnanno Jlucca y3Hana 3toT rojioc. B kopugope Haxoquiiack neoHopa. «Bom, snauum,
nouemy ee He 0Ob1110 HA YocuHe

VY Jluccel BOJOCH Ha TOJOBE BcTaiu ApiOOM. OHa Bcernma mofo3peBaia, 4To (peiIuHbI
3aMBIIUTSIOT YTO-TO HEJ0OPOE, U celvac y Hee MOSIBUJICS IIAHC Y3HATh, YTO UMEHHO.

— $1, HaKOHEell, CMOT MOTOBOPUTH ¢ rocrnoauuoM IlIBapiieM OT Baiiero UMEeHU, — COOOIIMII
cobecenHUK (HpEUTUHBI TOUTH MIeNOTOM. — OH COIIaceH BCTPETUTHCS C BAMU CETONHS HOYBIO Ha
I0ro-3aMajHol rpa”ule ero nomecths. locnmogun IlIBapi yTBepkaaer, 4yTo TaMm aOCOJIIOTHO
0e30IacHO, U BaC HUKTO HE YBUJUT, KOIZa Bbl OyleTe MOAbE3XKaTh K yCIOBIECHHOMY MecTy. OH
TrapaHTUPYET MOJHYI0 KOH(PUIACHUHUAIBHOCTh Pa3roBopa C BaMH, XOTS M HE BIOJHE MOHUMAET,
3a4€M BbI HAITYCKAETE BCIO 3Ty TAMHCTBEHHOCT.

— 5] oueHb paja 3TO CIBILIATE, — B TOJI0CE DIEOHOPHI MOCIBIIAIOCH JIETKOE BOJTHEHHE.

«l'ocnooun Illsapy? — ynusnenHo noropuia Jlucca npo ceds. — Omo kmo ewge maxoui?»

— 3Haere, JieId JJIEOHOpa, MHE MOKAa3aJIoCh, OH JOTaJbIBAETCS, O YEM NOUIET pPedb, U HE
OYEHb JOBOJICH TEMOM pa3roBopa. A MOMKET, 3TO BCErO JIMIIb MOS MHUTENbHOCTHb. Ha Bcskui
CJIydail s1 yOeIus ero, 4To Balilla BCTpeya He MPUHECET EMY Bpea.

— Cnacubo, @opartu, — ¢ 4yBCTBOM IIpolienTtana JneoHopa. — Tl oueHb momMor HaMm! Thi
Oyzelb MEeapo BO3ZHATPAXKIEH, KOI/Ia MbI CAEIAEM CBOE J€eJIO!

— A pan, 4TO MHE yAan0Ch MPUHECTHA BaM MOJIb3Y, JEIU.

Jlucca moHsna, 4YTO Pa3roBOpP OKOHYEH, M IOCIEIIHO IOMSATWIACHh K BBIXOAY W3 IOABAJA.
Hecnpimmo BbIOpaBIIMCh U3 KOpHUaopa B Xoiul, Menucca B30exkana MO0 MPaMOPHBIM CTYNEHSIM U
CBEpHYJIa B KOPUIOP, BEAYIIMH K OallHsIM.

[Io nmyru oHa Iymana O TOJBKO YTO MOACIYIIAHHOM pa3roBope. UTO 3TO 3a rOoCHOOWH, C
KOTOPBIM JJIEOHOPA JTOJKHA BCTPETUTHCS TAUKOM CETONHS HOYBIO? 1716 HAXOOUTCS €ro MOMECThE
U Kak (peitnHa Oyznet Tyna 1oouparbes?

N tyr Menucca cooOpa3uia, 4To €W MPEACTaBISETCS OTJIWYHAsT BO3MOXKHOCTh IMOWMAarh
bpeiinun ¢ nmoauyHbiM. OHa penmia MOMbITaTbCs MPOCIEIUTh 3a DJICOHOPON W BBIICHUTH, UYTO
3aAyMaJId CECTPBI.

«Ymo 5 3a uouomxa! — BeIpyranach OHa MBICIEHHO. — A He 00.191CHa OblIA YNYCcKams ee u3
8UOY/»

Ha MruoBenue Jlucca 3agymanachk, He pa3zymHee Ju Obuio Obl cooOnmMTh 000 BceM CaliMOHY.



HO Cpa3y ke BhIOpOCHUJIA 3Ty MBICIb U3 roioBbl. CalilMOH CKOpee BCEro HE MOBEPUT, PEIMB, UYTO
Menucca HaroBapuBaeT Ha (PpEWSIMH B OTMECTKY 3a IIyTKY C IIBETKOM, U IIAHC JOKa3aTh €My, YTO
cecTpsl TOpHBYZ HE T€, 3a KOro ce0s BbIIAIOT, Oy/IET YITYILECH.

Jlucca cnyctriiach 0OparHO B XOJUUI M TUXOHBKO BBICKOJIB3HYNIA M3 3aMKa. OHa mopo3peBaa,
4yT0 DJe0HOpa OyAeT J0OMPAThCs HE MENIKOM, U PEIIMia IMOJIKapayIuTh €€ Y KOHIOIICH.

[TogkpaBumch K KOHIOIHE, Menucca crparanach B TCHU KUPIIUYHOTO CTPOCHUS], HaJl BXOIOM
B KOTOpOE rope sipkuii (oHaphb, MpUTAWIACh B TEMHOTE U cTana *Jaark. CIycTs A0BOJBHO JI0JIT0€
BpEMsl 32 €€ CIIMHOM pasjajicsl MOpoX Maros mno tpase. Jlucca B yxace o0epHynack. [leBarbes eit
obuTO Hekyna. Ecniu DneoHopa oOHApYKUT CIIeKKY, Menucce He KUTb.

OnHako 3To okaszanach He (hpenuHa.

— YTto THI 31€Ch Aenaenn?! — mpommiiena Menucca, YBUZIEB MPUOIMIKAIONIYIOCS K HEH
MUHUATIOPHYIO JUITMHHOBOJIOCYIO JEBYIIKY B TEMHO-CEPOM ILIaThe U HAOPOILLIEHHOM CBEpPXY YEPHOM
TIJTAIIE.

— Habntonaro 3a To00#1, — Tuxo oro3Baiack MopeHa. — Tbl Befenb ce0s CTpaHHO, Thl HE
Haxo[uIlb? BeiOupaebcst U3 3aMKa Mol TOKPOBOM HOYM, KPAJEHIbCs MO JBOPY U MPSUEIIhCS TYT,
Y BCE 3TO C TAKUM BHJOM, CIIOBHO JICJIACIIb HEYTO apXUBAKHOE.

— Hwuuero He cTpanHo, — orpeBHyIach Jlucca u BKkpariie OOBSICHUIIA JIEKApKE, YTO
npoucxonut. OHa 3HaNa, yTo MopeHa eil MOBEepUT. YK KTO-KTO, & 3Ta ECCUMUCTUYHAs JIEBYIIKA
HUKOT/Ia HE JoBepsiiia (ppeitinHaM MpuHIIA.

MopeHy, Ka3aJl0ch, COBCEM HE YOUBHIIO U3BECTHUE O TOM, YTO CECTPbI TOPHBYI HA CAMOM JIEJe
He BenbMbl. OHa BHUMATEJIHHO BBICTYIIANIa TONPYrY, HE mepeduBas, u, Koraa Jlucca 3akoHuuna,
cKazana:

— 41 tebe momory. A 3naro LlIBapia, 1 MHE U3BECTHO, I1I€ HAXOAUTCS €ro noMectbe. OJHAKO
MPOCIEIUTH 3a DIICOHOPOU OYJET HEJIETKO.

— Ilouemy?

— Ecnu oHa 1 BOpaBay rapnus, Thl KapaylIHIllb €€ HE B TOM MECTE.

Jlucca enBa He ymapwia cama ce0s KymakoMm mo a0y, OHa coBceMm 3a0bLia, 4TO Tapnuul —
CO3/IaHM JIETAIOIIE.

— U 4to xe Ham naenarb? — OHA ¢ HaJEkJAoW mocmoTpena Ha Mopeny. — Kak Ham ee
BbICIEIUTH? MOXET, IPsAMO celdac MoeaeM Ha MECTO BCTPEUH U CIIpsueMcs Tam?

MopeHa MeJIbKOM CKOJIb3HYJIa B3[JISIZIOM I10 IBOPY.

— Her, 310 cnumkoM omacHo. OHa MOXKET YBUAETh HAc mo jgopore. S mymaro, HAjo...
Ilorogmn-xa.

Omna mpukana najier K ryoam u nomanuiaa Menuccy 3a co0oit. JIucca mocnegoBana 3a HeMl K
KPEIMOCTHOU CTeHE. JIekapka HEOTPBIBHO CMOTpEIIa Ha YTO-TO BIEPE/IN.

— YT0 THI TaM BUAUIIB? — IIENTOTOM ciipocuia Jlucca.

— Tuxo 11! CMOTpH.

Jlucca mpumisigenach, Kyga IOKas3blBaja MalbIEM JIEKapKa W BAPYT yBUIEIA IJIEOHOPY,
Kpaayllyrocsl B TEMHOTE y CAMOIr0 OJHOXKHUS 3aMKaA.

— Iloiimem ckopeit, — mnpommrmnena MopeHa W TOYTH OeroM mepecekyia OTKPBITOE
MPOCTPAHCTBO, OTICIAIOIICE JEBYIIEK OT 3aMKa. JJIIEOHOPAa TEM BPEMEHEM CBEpPHYJA 3a Yrosl U
ucuesna u3 BuAy. JleBylku mociieioBaiv 3a HEW U, BBIVITHYB M3-3a yIvia, OOHAPYKUIU MYCTYIO
TUIOIIAJIKY MEXKIY 3aMKOM U KPEMOCTHOM CTeHOU. DpeiinHa KaKk CKBO3b 3€MJIIO ITPOBAIMIIACH.

— MBeI ee ynmycTuiin, — pa3o3nuiack Jlucca.

— Eme "Her. B3rnsguu Ha 3T0.



Menrcca MOCHyIIHO BIVISAENach B TEMHOTY W OOHApyXKmyia B CTeHE HEOOJBIIYIO JBIPY.
Buaumo, yepes Hee DaeoHopa U yiuia.

Jlucca xotena ObLIO MPOJE3TH B IbIPY, HO MopeHa ee OCTaHOBUIIA.

— He Toponucs.

— Ynyctum xe!

— He ynyctum. A ecnu Thl U Aaiibliie Oylelb TAKOW HEOCTOPOKHOM, Mbl PUCKYEM IOMACThHCS
IPSIMO €U B JIAIIbL.

JleBymikn mpuciymanich. BOKpyr mapuiaa HEECTECTBEHHAsl THIIMHA, HU €IWHBIA 3BYK HE
HapyLam ee.

— Wnem, — ckomangoBana MopeHa, 1 JeBYyIIKU OJIHA 3a APYroil BRIOpAIMCH Yepes Jias.

Jlucca ommsinenach. Jlec 31ech MOACTYIMAl MOYTH BIJIOTHYIO K CT€HE KPEMOCTH, U OBLIO
COBEPIICHHO HEMOHSATHO, B KaKyld CTOPOHY HalpaBuiach OneoHopa. LIIMMOHKM CHpATaINCh 3a
KYCTOM.

— Moxenms He CMOTPETh 0 CTOpOHaM, — mpoluenrtaina MopeHa ene cibliHo. — Eciau oHa
celvac MpeBpPaTUTCS U YIAECTUT, Mbl YCIBIIIMM €€, 1a U YBUJIUM TOXKE.

— A eci OHa 4epe3 Jiec BRIMAET K qopore? Mnu B jiecy ee moakKuaaeT TpaHCIopT?

— Her. 3mecs oueHb TyCcTOW JieC, MPAKTHUYECKHM HEMPOXOAWMMBIM, JOWRAJAAIM TOYHO HE
npobparbcsi. I no goporu manekoBaro. Bpsim nm Hama ¢peiinuHa-Oenopydka IMojie3eT yepes
3apOCiH, KaKyro Obl BAXKHYIO 11€JIb OHA HU ITpeciieioBaa.

Jlucca BbIHYXKJEHa ObUla ¢ HeW comtacuThesa. Eil miioxo mpeacTaBisuiach JieoHOpa B
AJIETAHTHOM IIJIAThE, IPOIUPAOIIASICS CKBO3b KOIIOUNE KYCThI U BAJIE)KHUK.

OcraBanoce TOJIBKO kJark. JIncca 3aapaia rojioBy, NbITAsICh Pa3mIsSAETh BEPXYIIKH IEPEBbEB.
Bapyr u3 miyOuHBI Jieca MOCIBILAJICS TPOMKHM MIOPOX, CIIOBHO KTO-TO OTPOMHBIA OpOAMII MEX
J€PEBBEB, JIOMasi BETBU. 3aT€M MOIIHBIM XJIONOK pa3opBaj TUUIMHY, U B HE0OO B3BHJIACH OFPOMHAs
ntuna. BepHee, CymecTBo TOJBKO U3AAIM HATOMUHAJO NTUIY. ECu npucMoTpeThes, OHO OOJbIIe
OBUTO TTOX0’KE HA HEKOE MO0I00Ke KPhUTATOTO YEIOBEKA.

— 910 OHa, — noscHuiIa MopeHa. — Dneonopa TopHBY B CBOeM Hacmosujem o0IuYbE.

Pa3zmax kpbuibeB rapnuu Obul orpoMeH. OHa B3jieTaja Bce Bblllie B HE00, MOKa HE CKPbUIACH U3
Buy Baanu. Crnenom 3a Mopenoit JIucca mpoOpanacek uepes j1a3 B CTe€HE 00paTHO HA 3aJHUUN JIBOP
KpernocTu. JIekapka yBepeHHbBIM IIarOM HAINPaBUJIACh K KOHIOIIHSM.

— U xak Ham Tenepp OOTHaTh ee? — cnpocuia Menucca ¢ gocanon. — Pas3Be 4yTo Ha
MeTIax. ..

MopeHa yauBIEHHO BO33pUIach Ha HEE.

— IIpu yem TyT MeTJIbI?

Menncca HETOBEpUYMBO MOKOCUIIACHh HA JIEKApKy. Heykxenn oHa CKa30K B JIETCTBE HE yuTaia?
Ho Tyt JIucca BcnmomHMIa, 4To B MUIHaTE TUTEpATypa U3 BHEIHETO MUPA MAJIO KOMY U3BECTHA.

— Hy, 3Haemnm, s Bellb SKOOBI BEJlbMa, a B HAIIIMX CKa3KaX BEJIbMbI OOBIYHO JIETAIOT HA METIIE.
WNnu, Ha Xy101 KOHEL, B CTYIIE.

MopeHa pacxoxoranachk.

— Crpansble y Bac ckazku! Hammmuy metinaMu TOIBKO TTOJ OAMETATh.

— A xanb, — B37oxHyIa Menucca. — Xopoiasi CKOpOCTHasi METJIa HaM cedyac He
nomeiiana Obl. ..

— He mnepexwuBaii, nmoporas. Ham He 00s3arebHO CIEAUTH 32 IICOHOPOU, O TOMECThS
[IIBapiia MBI U CAMH CMOKEM JOOPAThHCA.

— A KTO OH BOOOIIE Takoi? — mouHTepecoBanack Jlucca. Ee He mokuaano ourymeHue, 4To



OHA TJIe-TO YK€ CJIbIIIAJIAa 3TO UMSL.

— Tw1 xe ero Buaena. 3to Oypromuctp Banmsmypruca.

— U oten Tammynsl, — npubabuiia Menucca, BCIOMHUB XPYIKYIO JEBYIIKY B CEPOM IIJalle
Ha npueme y Caitmona. Temepb OHa NPUNOMHMIJIA M €€ OTLA — MPU3EMHUCTOTO OOpPOIATOrO
MY>XYHHY C U3PSATHBIM OPIOIIKOM.

— HmenHo.

— Ho uto MoxeT ObITh 00111eT0 Y Oypromuctpa Bansnypruca u ¢ppeitsinHbl npuHa?

— A BOT 3TO HaM ¥ MPEJICTOUT BBIAICHUTH. TaK 4YTO XBaTUT OOJITATH.

OtnepeB Bepb KUPHIUYHOTO 3/1aHusI, MOopeHa CKphUIACh B TEMHOTE U Y€PE3 HEKOTOPOE BPEMSI
MOSIBUJIACh OTTY/IA, BEs 32 COO0M cepeOprcTo-0€eIyro IO Ib.

— Kakas kpacora, — Bocxutuiiace Menucca.

— DTO MO JUYHBIA TpaHCIOPT, — MopeHa ¢ ropJIOCThIO MOMIaaniia KOObUIKY MO TPYAH. —
Ha ueit MuI 1 moeem.

— Ho kak MbI 00BSICHUM CTpaxke, KyJia cCoOpaauch cpeu HOUM?

— Jloporasi, ThI 3aJ1aelllb CJIMIIKOM MHOTO BOIpocoB. [IpocTo noBephcs MHE.

MopeHa cHsia ¢ ce0s TopoKHBIM muian u Opocunia ero Menucce.

— HakuHb-Ka BOT 3TO U HaJieHb KamtomoH. CTpake He 0053aTelIbHO 3HaTh, KOTO 51 YBE3Ja U3
HApendyura.

Ona nomomnia Menucce 3a0parbcs Ha JIOIMAAb U camMa JINXO BCKOUMJIA B CEJJI0 BIEPEIN CBOSH
CITYTHUIIBL.

Korpma neBymku mogbexaaud K BOPOTaM, CTPaXHHUK, MPUCIOHUBIIMCH K CTEHE, MOXparlbiBajl
cTosi. MopeHa mocTy4asia KyJIakoM IO €ro xkejesHoMy nuieMy. Conjar ucImyraHHo B3JIpOTHYI U, HE
yJIEPKABIIMCh HA HOTAX, TPOXHYJICS 03EMb.

— Cnarp Ha MOCTY HEXOPOIO, — HA3UJATEIbHO MOrpo3uiia eMy majasukoM MopeHa, moka
Jlucca no3aau Hee, 3a3KaB POT KYJaKOM, MBITAJIACh CAEPKATH XOXOT.

— IIpoctute Mens, neaqu MopeHna! — cTpaXHUK, HE HOJHUMASACH C 3€MJIM, BCTaJ HA KOJIEHH,
rpems nocriexamu. — [Ipoiily Bac, He paccka3biBaiiTe 00 3TOM €ro BHICOUECTBY!

— Ero BbICOYECTBO HHUYEro0 HE Y3HAET, €CIM M Thl HE OyAellb CIUIIKOM MHOTO OOJTarTh.
Hanpumep, o ToM, KOMY Thl OTKPBIBAJI BOPOTA 3TOM HOUBIO.

CrpaxxHuk kuBHYI. OH TOIHSUICS C KOJIEH M HaXkaJll Ha pbrar. Bopora MemieHHO, co
CKPHUIIOM, OIYCTUJIMCh, 1 MOpeHa CHOBa MepeBesia B3IJIs]l Ha COJIIaTa.

— S oTnpaBinsitoch 3a TpaBaMH. Thl BeJb 3HACIIb, YTO HEKOTOPHIE IEJICOHBIE CMECH JIydlle
BCEr0 COCTABIIATH HOYBIO.

CrpaxxHUK CHOBa 3akuBaJl. Buaumo, MopeHa He BIiepBbIe BbI€3Kalla U3 3aMKa MOl HOKPOBOM
HOYM.

— BepHych k paccBeTy wiM paHblie. [103pIBHOI ThI 3HACIIB.

Crpaxk omsTh 3aKWBaJ, CJIOBHO KUTaWCKUM OoiBaHUMK. MopeHa yCMEXHYlIach W HalpaBuia
JIOIIAab K BBIXOY.

— 3nech Bce Tak Oostcs CaliMoHa? — yAMBIEHHO chpocwia Memnucca, Korjga BOpoTa
KPEMOCTHU 3aKPbLIUCH.
— O pga, — oto3Bajack MopeHa, He oOopaunBasicb. — OH HE IIEPEMOHHUTCS CO CBOMMM

coJigaTaMM M CIIYI'aMHU — TCX, KTO OCJIYIIACTCs €TI0 IIPUKA30B, JXACT HAKA3aHHUC.

Jlucca xorema ObLIO CIIPOCUTDH, YTO 3a HAKA3aHWC, HO IIOTOM IIOH:AIA, 4YTO IIPCAIIOUYHUTACT
3TOIO HEC 3HATh.

OTOﬁﬂH Ha IMOpAAOYHOC PACCTOAHHUC OT 3aMKa, MopeHa myCcTuJia Jiomaab IaJIOIIOM. Onn



HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsl HECIHCh MO ciado OCBEIIEHHOM nopore. JIncca He cMOTpenia Mo CTOpOHAM U
KpEIKO Aeprkanach 3a Mopeny.

Hakonen, Jiekapka 0CTaHOBHJIA JIOIIAAb [IOCPEIH JIECa.

— Ilpuexanu. [Janplie npuaeTcs UATH MEIIKOM, €CITU Mbl HE XOTUM, YTOOBI HAC OOHAPYKUJIIH.

Jlucca crionzna ¢ Jomaau U HEYKIIOKE MPU3EMIIMIIACh HA TpaBy. MoOpeHa JIETKO COCKOYMIIA
BCJIE]I 3a HEW W IIPUBA3aJia KOHS K JIEPEBY.

— He Oounibcs 3anaukars Ty(enbku? — HaCMENUIMBO OMHTEPECOBaIach OHa.

— He rosopu riynocrein, — orpsiHyiace Menucca. — Beau.

Havancst TpymHblii TyTh MO 0€3M0pOXkbi0. Jlucca TO W JHem0 CHOTHIKANIACh O KOPSTU U
IpOBajiMBajach HOraMu B SIMbI, IPU 3TOM HETPOMKO PYrasch CKBO3b 3yObl. MopeHa Moiya muia
BIIEpEIN HEE, CIIOKOWHAS U cOOpaHHasl.

— CMoTpu, — yKa3ajia OHa BIIEpell B TEMHOTY. — BoOH cTeHa, Buauib? DTO IOro-3amnajaHas
rpanuna nomecths [Bapua. 3aech HaO OBITH OCOOEHHO OCTOPOKHBIMH.

— 3HauuT, DIeoHOpa IIe-TO TYT, — B3BOJIHOBAaHHO NpOroBopuia Memnucca, 03Upasch MO
CTOpOHaM. Y JEeBYIIEK ObUIA BCE IIAHCHI CTOJIKHYTHCS C (DpEHSIMHOW B TEMHOTE, OHAKO CTOJIBKO
K€ IIAHCOB y HHUX OBUIO OCTAarbCsi HE3aMEUEHHBIMM M IMOJACIYHNAaTh pPa3roBOp OJIEOHOPHI C
IPEBOIUTENIEM BapJIOKOB.

Yepes nmapy coteH MeTpoB JIncca 3aMeTnina Kakoe-TO JIBH)KEHUE HEIOAAJIEKY, BIEPEH, €/1Ba
yaoBuMoe B TeMHOTe. OHa TpoHyna MopeHy 3a IJ1e40 U yKa3ajla B Ty CTOPOHY.

JIeBylIKM MOAKPATUCH MOOINKE, TUXOHBKO IOPKHY/IM 3a OOJIBILION KYCT, pacTylUMid y camoil
CTEHBI, U TpUCIymaIuck. Jlnucca, KOTOPYIO )KM3Hb 3aTBOPHUIIBI HayduJia JE€HCTBOBATh OECIIyMHO,
OCTOPO>KHO pa3JABUHYIIA BETKH, OTKPBIB cebe 0030p. IIpucMoTpeBumch, OHa 3aMeTUIa B TEMHOTE
JIEBYIIIKY B JITMHHOM IUIaThe W HAOPOILEHHOW CBEpXy HaKHUAKE. DTO ObLIa DIEOHOpa, KOTOPYIO
Menucca 6e301m004YHO y3HaNa AaXe BO MpaKe HOYH.

OpelinuHa OecroOKOMHO o3upanach mo cropoHamM. OHa cTosa Tak OJM3KO K KYCTY, 3a
KOTOPBIM IPUTAWINCh IIIMUOHKH, YTO UM OBUIO CIJIBIIIHO, KAK OHAa HEPBHO MOCTYKMBAET HOI'OW IO
3eMIIe.

Bapyr w3 TeMHOTHI pas3fajicsi HErpOMKHH ToJIoC, OT KOTOporo ¢GpedanHa WUCIYyraHHO
MTOJCKOYMIIA HA MECTE.

— Jlequ TopHByq, BbI 31€Ch? S mpuIles, Kak JOroBapUBaAJIKCH.

Ycnpimas 3Ty Ppaszy, IneoHopa 3aMETHO pacciiadbuiiach.

— 4 3mecy, — oro3Banachk oHa. M3-3a gepeBa MOSIBUIICSA TPY3HBIM HU3KOPOCIHBIA MYKXYMUHA B
TEMHOM KOCTIOME M ¢ (DOHapeM B pyKe.

— Pap Bac BuaeTh, D1€0HOpA, — BapJIOK BEXKIMBO MOKJIOHUIICS.

— Bzaumno, rocionun llIBapn, — kuBHyna ¢peitnuna. CBeT QoHaps Tenepb majgail Ha ee
JIUII0, OCTABJISIS JIUIIO COOECETHMKA B TEHH.

— CMer NpeanosiokKuTb, YTO MHE U3BECTHO, O YEM CE€MYac MOMIET pedb, — 3aroBOPUJI
[IBapi mocie KopoTKo# nayssl. — Ho gymato, 4To Jiydie MHe OyJIeT YCIbIAaTh 3TO U3 BallUX YCT.

— VYBepeHa, Bbl onmbaeTech B CBOUX IMPEANOJIOKEHUSIX, — CIOKOWHO BO3pa3uia
OneoHopa. — Sl npuiwia MOroBOPUTH O BallMX IJIaHAX Ha OnuKaiilee Oyrymiee.

Orta (ppaza SBHO 3acTana BapioKa BPACILIOX, OJTHAKO OH OBICTPO CIIPABUIICS C COOOM.

— YTt0 BaM U3BECTHO O MOMX IJIaHaX? — OBICTPO CIIPOCHII OH.

— Bce, 4T0 MHE HYKHO O HUX 3HATbh.

— W uto Tenepp? bynere MeHs MAHTaXXUPOBATH? !

DneoHopa r1yOOKO B3/10XHYIIA.



— Bpr1 emie riiyniee, yem s qymana.

— BoI sBUIIMCH cpenii HOYH, YTOOBI OCKOPOJIATH MeHA?!

— BbI 0o4eHb m10X0 000 MHE JymMaeTe, yBaKaeMblil, U Bbl ITIYOOKO 3a0IyXJaeTech, Ha3bIBas
L[€JIb MOETO BU3UTA K BaM. S mpunwia BaMm NoMOYb.

Bonapunocs Mosuanue. IlIBapi mnepeBapuBall TOJBKO 4YTO YCIBIIIAHHOE, a JJIEOHOpa
HaOJr01aJ1a 3a €ro peakiuei.

— Ho uem MHe MOXkeT moMoub (peisinHa IpUHIIA? — BBIMOJIBUJ, HAKOHEL, OyproMucTp.

— QOuenp MHOruMm. K mpumepy, Te€M, 4TO Bbl CMOXETE€ HE3aMEUEHHBIM MPOHUKHYTH E
Hpendyn-xomnn. Bel, Hanerock, He 3a0bUTH, YTO, OJaroaps BalllMM MOIAHHBIM, BAM TaM TeIephb HE
pansi?

— 5 nomuro, — mnposopuan IlIBapn. — Ho kxak £ cMmory momacte B 3aMOK, Ja €LIE W
HE3aMEYEHHBIM?

— Dto He Bama 3a6ota. Bee, yTo KacaeTcst KpernocT, MbI ¢ cecTpaMu OepeM Ha ceOs. Bare
3a/71a4a CIJIOTUTh CBOUX MOJIAHHBIX U MOJIHITH UX Ha OYHT.

— OnHako BBl CJIUIIKOM XOPOIIO OCBEIOMJIEHBI O MOHUX IUIaHax, Jiean. OTKyma BaM Bce
W3BECTHO?

— OTOro Bbl OT MEHS HE y3HaeTe. /J[a BaM M He HY»KHO 3TOro 3Harb. Cerldac Ba)KHO COBCEM
Ipyroe.

— Hamnporus, 310 oueHb BaxkHO! — Bo3paszui LlIBapi, HEMPOU3BOJIBLHO MOBBICUB T'OJOC. —
Ecnu B MouX psiiax MOSIBUIICS MpenaTelib, 1 00s13aH 3HATh €ro umsi!

— Ilouemy xe mpenarens? — DIeoHOpa MPOAOJLKAIa TOBOPUTH BCE TEM K€ BKPATUMBBIM
MOJYIIEOTOM. — EMY U3BECTHO, UTO Y HAC C BaMH 00IIas 11€Jib, 1 OH MPOCTO O0BEAUHII HAC. MBI
C BaMU MO OAHY CTOpPOHY Oappukal, rocnoauu IlIBapil, u ceilyac He BpemMs HaKa3bIBaTh TE€X, KTO
MBITAETCS IEMCTBOBATH B HAIIIMX UHTEPECAX.

— BbI mpaBbl, — cacs, HaKOHeIl, BapJioK.

— Bot u nipexpacHo. Torma mnoropopum o JeTajsx.

— Jla-na. HackosbKo s MOHSUI, Bala 11efib — yOuThb npuHiia Ban Moprana?

— O HeTr, — XUBO O0TO3Baach JieoHOpa. — (CaliMOH HY)KEH HaM JXHMBbIM, KaK M €ra
nonpyxkka ['aOpusnna. Hama nens — youts ey DneHy W mepenarb MpecTosl TOMY, KOMY MBI
MOKEM JIOBEPSITh.

— Hanpumep, mue, — ngo6asui [1IBapii ¢ BOOyIIeBICHUEM.

— B03MO0XHO, — YKJIOHYMBO OTO3BaJIaCh DIJICOHOPA.

Jlucca u3 mocnenHneit ¢gpaspl caenana aBa BeiBoma: IlIBapiy mpectonia He BHUIATh KaK CBOMX
yIliei, © YMOM OH SIBHO HE OJIeIIerT.

— 3aBTpa MbI NPUCTYNUM K BBIIOJHEHHUIO MEPBOM YAaCTH HAUIEro IJIaHAa, — MOPOAOJDKala
Oneonopa. — OHa 3aKJI04aeTCs B IPOHUKHOBEHUH B 3aMOK MSTEXHHKOB-BAapJIOKOB. MBI cXBaTUM
MIPUHIIA C €T0 MOAPYKKOU U 100epeMcst 0 KOPOJIEBHI.

— 3aBtpa, — nosropui IBapi. — Xopoio. Mbl OyieM TOTOBBI.

— Hanerock Ha Ballly OTBETCTBEHHOCTh U MCIIOJIHUTENIBHOCT. Korja Bce Oyner cieaHo, Mbl
MPOBOJIMM BaC K MPOIMABIIMM JIETSIM, UTOOBI BBl OTBE3JIM MX JIOMOW U mepeaanu poautensMm. [locre
naJieHusl KOPOHBI OHU OYIyT HaM OOJIbITE HE HY>KHBI.

— Cnacu6o, nenu TopHBYy/I.

— Cnacubo ckaxxeTe, Korja Bce 9To OyJeT 3aKOHYeHO. A ceiiuac MHE Iopa BO3BpaIliaThCA.

— Torma 1o BcTtpeuu, geau TOpHBYI, U CIIOKOMHOW HOYH.

He noxwugasce oTBeTa, BapjOK MOKJIOHUJICS HA MPOIIAHUE U CKPBUICSI B TEMHOTE. DJIEOHOPA,



HE DIISIAS €MY BCIIE]I, UCYE3JIa 3a IEPEBbIMU, U YEPE3 HEKOTOPOE BPEMsI, COBEPIINB IPEBPAIICHUE,
TIOJIETENA 10 HAIIPABJICHUIO K 3aMKY.

Jlucca mymMHO BBIIOXHY/IA M Cbhexaja IO CTEHE Ha 3emuro. Jlorajgka, KOTOpash CTOJIBKO
BPEMEHH HE3pUMO BHUTaja IJe-TO PSAIOM, BHE3AIMHO OOpYIIMIach Ha HEe, KaK OTPOMHBIM CHEXKHBIN
KOM, €J]Ba OHa yCJIbIIaia UMs KOPOJIEBBI.

— Hy u kak tebe 310, a? — B rosioce MopeHbl CMENIMBaIUCh a0COJIIOTHO HE COUETAIOIIMECS
IPYT ¢ IPYroM 3MOLMHU — BOCXUIIECHUE, CTPAX U 3JI0PAACTBO.

Jlucca He OoTBeTHUIIA, HNIOKUPOBAaHHASI COOCTBEHHBIM HEOXUIAHHBIM OTKPBITUEM.

— B uem neno, noporas? — MopeHa cela psiioM ¢ HEW U 3arisiHyiia e B JIUIO.

— Bot mouemy CaitMoH Tak B30ecHJICS, KOTJa Hallled B albO0OMe MOPTPET MOEU CECTPHI. ..
['ena Onewna, yept nmobepu! DneHa — 3To BeJb Bapualus UMEHH XelieHa, BepHo? OHa He B3sia
Ipyroe umsi, OHa Jullb n3MeHua cBoe! M kak s panplie He goraganach? KoposeBa — Mos cectpa!l

MopeHa BhIrJIsiIea YAUBICHHOM.

— Jlymato, 3T0 BO3MOKHO, — HEYBEPEHHO CKa3ajia OHa. — DTO MHOI0€ OOBSICHUIIO OBl

— 310, 110 KpaitHel Mepe, OOBSICHAET, 3aU4eM MEHS PUTAIIMIN B MU THAMT.

JIucca uyBcTBOBaJIa ce0s BCTABILEH HA HOTH MOCJIE JOJITUX JIET TSKEI0U O0JIE3HH.

— 41 noJbKHA HEMEIJIEHHO YBUIIETHCS ¢ XEJIEHOM! — Bemaimiaa oHa. MopeHa OT 3TOou HUAew
MPUIILIA B SIPOCTh.

— Tr1 ¢ yma comwra! C Tex mop, Kak OHa IMOMaJia CloAa, MPOIUIO CIHUIIKOM MHOTO BPEMEHH.
Ona MoxeT Te0s1 MONPOCTY HE MPU3HATH!

— Ilepecransb, npouwio uyrh Oonbie Tpex jgetr! Heyxenu Thl mymaenis, oHa 3a0buia CBOIO
cectpy?

— 41 coBceM He 3TO UMena B BUAY, MAMOTKA. [lopacknHb MO3ramu, €CJi TaKOBbI€, KOHEYHO,
€le OCTaluCh. TBOSI cecTpa — KoposieBa MuaHanWTa BOT YK€ TPU C MOJOBUHOM roma. Kak Tsl
IyMaellb, OHa CMOTJia Obl CTOJIBKO BPEMEHH MPABUTh ATOM CTPAHOM, OCTABASICh YEIOBEKOM?..

06 »Tom Menucca gaxxe He mogymana. Ho Tyr oHa moHsiia: ee COBCEM HE MyraeT ToT (akT,
YTO CECTpa 3a BpeMs UX Pa3JIyKu MOIJIa CTaTh JIEMOHOM.

— MHe Bce paBHO, — PEUNMTENBHO CKa3ajna oHa. — S yBepeHa, XejleHa HE MPOCTO Tak
BTSIHYJIa MEHSI B 3Ty 3aBapyxy, TaK MyCTh kK€ OOBSICHUTCS, HAKOHEI. S JOJDKHA C HeM TOrOBOPHUTH, U
€CJIM ThI ONBITACIIHCS OCTAHOBUTH MEHS, 5 IPUBSIKY T€OSI BOH K TOMY JIEPEBY U OCTaBIIIO 3/1€Ch!

Mopena nmocMoTpeiia moApyre B IIa3a U MOHSJIA, YTO Ta HE LIYTHT.

— Xoporo, s He Oyay TeOs ocTaHaBnMBaTh. Ho eciiu HapBelbcs Ha HEMPUSATHOCTH, TOMHU —
g Te0s mpeaynpexaana. Yept Bo3bMHU, Ja €Ciii ¢ TOOO0# 4To-TO ciayuanTcs, CaliMoH MeHs yOobeT!

— He yObet. 3aBTpa HOYBIO C HAMH BCEMHU CIIYYUTCS OJTHO U TO XKe.

— Ha yx...

OHu momMoTYaJIn HEMHOTO, Pa3IyMbIBasi KaKAasi O CBOEM.

— Wnem, Haio Bo3Bpal@aThes, — Opocuiia Jiekapka, MOJHUMAsCh C 3eMJIH.

OHM HanmpaBWINCH K TOMY MECTY, I1i€ OocTaBWiId Jomaab. [lo myrn JIucce mpunuia B roiaoBy
CTpaIllHasi MBICJIb.

— Ter 3ameTniia, kak crokoHo IlIBapi oTpearupoBas Ha CJIOBa O MPOMABIMX JETAX? —
cripocuia oHa Mopeny. JIekapka HaXMypHIIaCh.

— HamMmexkaenis Ha TO, YTO OH BCE BpEMsI 3HAJI O TOM, KTO 3@ 3TUM CTOUT?

— Her, He coBcem. Bce 3Ty moxuineHus SIBHO ObUIM MOACTPOEHBI C IEJBI0 BOCCTAHOBUTH
BapJiokoB IpoTuB CaiiMoHa, HO OyproMucTp, CKOpee BCEero, moHadanay Obul HEe B Kypce. S nymaro,
(bpelyIMHBI OTKPBUIM €My 4YacTh IPaBJbl COBCEM HEIABHO, KOIJIA MOHSJIM, YTO BapJIOKU TOTOBBI K



OyHTy. B mo0oM ciaydae, OH SBHO 3HAET 00 3TOM OOJIBIIE, YEM €TI0 MOAJAaHHBIC W JIa)Ke€ YeM €To
coOCTBeHHas JI0Yb.

Tem BpeMeHeM JEBYIIKH TOOPAIUCH J0 JIOIIAIH.

— S momo3peBaro, UTO B 3aroBOpPE YYaCTBYIOT HE TOJIBKO BapJjiOKM, — CKa3zaja MopeHa,
OTBSI3bIBAS JIOIIAIb OT JepeBa. — [loaTomy, yeM ckopee Mbl TiorajieM B Jpeadyin-xoi, TeM Jydire.
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EnBa okazaBumce BO aBopue, Menucca pacnpom@ainack ¢ MOpeHOW W OTIIPAaBUIIACh B CBOKO
cnanpHi0. CriaTh el COBCEM He XOTEJIO0Ch, HECMOTPSI Ha OECCOHHYIO HOYb, TO3TOMY OHA pEIlHJIa
MpsIMO celyac, He OTKJIaJbIBasi, HAHECTHU BU3UT KOPOJIEBE.

Hackopo nepeoneBimch 1 3aKMHYB UCITAYKaHHOE IUIAThe B BAHHYIO KOMHAry, Jlucca BbIwa K
JIECTHUIIE W MOAHSUIACH HA MpeanocieqHuid 3taxx. OHa crblliajia, 4YTO BXOA B OAIHIO KOPOJEBBI
HAXOAUTCS UMEHHO TaM.

O4yTUBIIMCh B HIMPOKOM ITYCTBIHHOM KOPHUJIOPE C BUCEBUIMMH HA CTE€HAX KAPTUHAMH H
CTOABIIMMHU Yy CTEH CTarysMu, Menncca omisaenach 1no cropoHam. OHa HUKOIZA paHbLIE HE
ObIBajIa B 3TOM Kpbuie 3aMka. Kopuaop 3akaHunBasicsi OrpOMHBIMH JIBOMHBIMH TyOOBBIMH JBEPSIMH,
yKpallleHHBIMU Pe3b00il. PemnmB, 4To 3TO M €cTh BXOI B IMOKOM KOpOJieBbI, JIucca yBepeHHBIM
[IarOM HampaBUJIACh K JBEPSIM.

Bre3anHo 3a ee CliMHOM pa3galinuch IPOMKUE IIArH.

— Jlenu T'abpuniuia, — OKJIMKHYI €€ CMYTHO 3HAaKOMBIA MYKCKOM roiyioc. Jlucca pesko
obepuynack. K Helt npubnmxkancs Cepxuo — xpaHurtenb onodnmnorexku CaitMoHa.

— 3apaBcTByr, Cepxno, — HATIHYTO NOINPHUBETCTBOBaIa ero Memucca. — YUTo ThI 371€CH
JeJIaeln?

bruto panHee yTpo, Ha yIHIlE €llle TOJIBKO PACCBETANO, U €€ YAUBUIIO U HCITYTalio MOSIBICHUE
3/1eCh B TAKOE BPEMs XpaHUTEIISI OMOIHMOTEKH.

— S men u3 cBoell KOMHATBI B OMOMMOTEKY M cllydaiiHO yBuzen Bac. [Iporry mpocTuTh Moe
JHOOOTIBITCTBO, MUJIEIN, HO 51 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS, YTO MPUBEJIO Bac CIOJIa B CTOJIb PAaHHUH Yac.

CeronHsi OH TOBOPUT BIIOJIHE OOBIYHO, 0€3 CBOMX MCIIAHCKUX CJIOBEYEK, — oTMeTmia Jlucca
npo ceo4.
— S uny no cBouMm JenaM, — cKaszajga OHa €My, CTapasich, YTOOBI TOJIOC MPO3ByYad Kak

MOYKHO MSITU€ U BEKIIUBEE.

Cepxuo Kak-TO CTpaHHO MOCMOTpEN Ha Hee. Menmucca ckajla pyKd B KYIaKH B CKJIaJKaXx
NJIaThs U MPUIIOKHUIIA BCE YCUITUA K TOMY, YTOOBI Ha €€ JIMIIe HE OTPa3uiICs CTpax.

— Ilpomry mpoieHus, 4To OTBIEK Bac, jeau ['abpusiia, — ckasall, HaKOHell, My>KUYHHa. —
Y nauu BaM B BallXx Jieaax.

OH ynpIOHYIICS Ha TpollaHue W ygaiauicsa. Jlucca mepeBena aAyX M CHOBa HalpaBUJIACh K
IBEPSM, KOTOPBIC, KaK U ClTaibHIO CalilMOHA, TOKE HUKTO HE OXPAHSLIL.

JIBepu BbIBENIM €€ Ha BUHTOBYIO JIECTHHUILY, KOTOpas 3aKaHYMBaJIaCh HEOOIBIION MIOMIAJIKON C
TpeMmsi BepsiMU. «Bce kaxk y mens», — mnoaymana Jlucca, BCIOMHHUB CBOIO YIOTHYIO OAlllEHKY.
[Tonb3ysiCh OTCYTCTBUEM CTPa’KH, OHA MPOIILIA HA TJIOIAIKY.

JIBepu cieBa W MOCEpEAMHE OKAa3aJIMCh 3alepThl. Menucca, MOYTH MOTEPSB HAICKIY,
MOBEPHYJIACh K JIBEpU CIIpaBa U JIEpHYJa 3a pyduKy. Bepb OecuIyMHO MpHUOTBOPHUIACE.

OTO oOKazajach camas IMKapHas cnajibHsa B Mupe. [locepenune crosia orpoMHas, MpsiMo-
TaKW TUTAHTCKasi KpOBaTh, 3aHABEIICHHASI BEJIUKOJICTTHBIM cepeOpucThIM moJjioroM. Ha MrHoBeHUe
Jlucca wucmyranach, 4TO KOpOJ€Ba CeHWYac COUT, HO BIVISJCBIIMCH B IOJYIPO3PAaYHbIM TOJIOT,
MOHSJIA, YTO KPOBAaTh MyCTa.

[Toxoxe, kopoJieBa MHUTajla CTPacThb KO Bcemy OenoMy. Ha momy nexain 0eI0CHEeXHBIN MSATKHI
KOBEp. B yrmy KoMHaThl, HAIPOTUB ABEPH, PACTIONOKHUIICSA Oeblid OIECTAIMI KOMOM ¢ OOJNBIIMM
KPYIJIBIM 3€pKalioM B cepeOpsiHoi ompase. Ilepenq HuM crosio Msrkoe yaoOHoe Oenoe Kpecio C



PE3HBIMU JIEPEBIHHBIMU pydkamu. Ha komofie psiaMu BBICTPOUIIUCH MY3bIPbKU TyXOB U OaHOUYKH C
KpeMaMu. A Ha JallbHEM Kparo MOJIKH, IPUCIOHEHHAs K CTEHE, CTOsUIa MaJleHbKasi HeIPUMETHasl
cepedpsiHas paMmka ¢ pororpaduei.

JlanHas 4acTh MHTEpPbEpa HACTOJBKO HE BIHCHIBAJIACH B OKPYXKAIOIEE YOPaHCTBO, YTO ATO
cpady NpuBIEKI0 BHMMaHWe Menuccbl. OHa B3sula C MOJKKW pamMKy. CHUMOK, BCTaBJICHHBIM B
cepeOpsiHyto ompany, Jlucca y3Hana cpa3y. Ha cHuMKe OHa, CeMHAALATWICTHSSI, U €€ cTaplias
cectpa. OHU CTOSIT Ha OMYyIIKE Jieca, OOHKMMAas APYr JApyra 3a MOosC, U CUYACTIUBO YIbIOAIOTCS —
TaKWe pa3Hble, HO Takue poaHble. Jlucca BApyr BCIOMHMIA, YTO ATO ObUIA WX MOCJEAHSA
coBMecTHas ¢oTorpadusi — TOYHO TaKas )K€ CTOsUIa U B €€ KOMHATE.

BresanmHo oT aBepu pa3nalicss HE3HAKOMBIN T'OJIOC.

— Y10 THI 321€ECH A€HaclIb?

Menucca, Tpenemn@a oT yxaca, MOJHsJIA IVla3a Ha BUCEBINEE NMPAMO NEpel HEM 3epKajio U
MIOCMOTpEJIa Ha OTpakKeHHe. Y ABEPU HUKOTO HE OBLIO.

— B Mou nokou He nomyckaeTcs Jake Mosl JIM4Has Jiekapka. Kak crona nmonana ¢peitiiuna
npuHna’?

Menucca He Bepuia cBoum yiaMm. OHa He y3HaBazia 3TOT rojioc. Heyxenu ona oumobinacs, u
KoposeBa — He ee cectpa? Ho HeT, HuKakoil onmmOku ObITh HE Momo! Pamka ¢ gororpaduein —
caMmoe JIydiree J0Ka3aTeabCTBO. TeM He MeHee, 000payrBarhCs JIEBYIIKA HE CHENMIIa, CTPaIlach
YBUJIETh HE3HAKOMOE JIULIO.

C3agu paszpaicss MOPOX JIETKUX IAroB MO KOBPY — KOpOJIEBA MpOILIAa B KOMHATy H
npubnu3unack k Jlucce. OmHako oTpake€HHE B 3€pKaje OCTAIOCh HEU3MEHHBIM — TOJIBKO
ucnyranHoe, 0j1eaHoe MeauccuHo JIUIo.

Jlensubie pyku Jiemu Menucce Ha M€Y, U Ha 3TOT pa3 KOpOJIeBa 3aroBOPUIIA YK€ HE TAKUM
XOJIOAHBIM T'OJIOCOM, & TUXO Y B3BOJIHOBAHHO.

— 1 3nana, uTo THI HalAelL MeHs, MbITKa Mos!

Tenepp y JIuccel HE OCTAOCh HUKAKUX COMHEHHMU. Tak BCIO JKM3Hb Ha3bIBAJIA €€ TOJIBKO
cectpa. Menucca noBepHynachk, YToObI JIUIE3PETh Nepe]] COO0N AEBYIIKY, KOTOPYIO HE BUIENA yKe
OoJIbIIIe TPEX JIET M OTYAsIacCh KOT/Ia-HUOYIh CHOBA YBUICTb.

— Xenena!

CecTppl OOHSJIMCh TaK KpEMKO, YTO €J[Ba HE IMepesioMalnu Apyr Apyry peopa. Haxonen
Menucca otopBanach OT CTaplied CECTPbI, OTCTYNMWJA HA IIAr HA3aJ W OIIAJeNla €€ C HOr J0
T'OJIOBBL

XeneHa c JeTcTBa o0iajaia OYeHb TYCTBIMH CBETIBIMH BOJIOCAMH. Temepb OHU ObUTH
KUIIETBHO-0eble, Kak Oymara. M 3To ObUTO HE €JMHCTBEHHOE BHEIIIHEE N3MEHEHHE. SIpKO-3€lIeHbIE,
KaK y KOIIIKH, TJIa3a, paHbllie ObIBIIME 3€JI€HOBAaTO-KapuMU; OJie/IHasl, UIeaJbHO POBHAS U MaToBas
KOXka C JIETKMM KPEMOBBIM OTTEHKOM; YETKO O4YepUeHHBbIE ayible ryOnl... Temeps XeneHa ObLia
COBCEM HE Takou, kakou Jlucca ee momHwmia. [nsgga Ha crapuyro cectpy, Jlucca ordeTinBo
MOHsIIA, YTO XeJieHa ICUCTBUTEIBLHO OOJIbIIE HE YETIOBEK.

— bemas Bposa... — MemnmeHHO mpousHeciia Menucca, cTapasch HE IOKa3bIBaThb CBOETO
3aMeIlaTeILCTBRA.
— CubIxana g 3TO MPO3BUIIE, — XUXUKHYIIA XEJIEHa, U 3TOT CMEUIOK MPUJAJI €l CXOACTBO C

TOU, MPEXKHEN XEJIEeHOW — BECEJIOW, KUBOM M YHEPru4HOM. Takas mepeMeHa HEMHOrO MpHUBela
JIuccy B 4yBCTBO.

— Kaxk e ThI ncxymana! — mnokadaia oHa rojIoBOM, ¢ HEKOTOPOU 3aBUCTBIO ML HA OCUHYIO
TAJINIO CECTPBL



— DT0 Bce KopceT, — nosicHuIIa Ta. JIucca yaAuBIEHHO MOJIHsIa OpOBH.

— Koponesa Bcerna nomxHa ObITh ogoOarole ofeTa, BepHo? — ycMexHynach XeneHa. OHa
ycaJuiia CECTPEHKY Ha OTPOMHYIO KPOBaTh M YCTPOUJIACH PSIOM.

— Kak TbI mpo1iia MUMO CTpaku? — ¢ JTFOOOMBITCTBOM CIPOCHIIA OHA.

— Tam He ObulO cTpaxku, — orBeTuda Jlucca. XeneHa B HEJAOYMEHHMM 3acThlia, U 3TO
IoKasajoch Menucce JypHbIM 3HAKOM.

— JlagHo, ¢ HUMHU 5 TO3kKe pa30epych, — MaxHyJa pyKoi KoposieBa. — Kak TaM Hami oten?

— Ceiiyac yxxe He 3Har0, — cBapauBO orBeTuia Jlucca. — Ecau TbI 3a0bu1a, s TOKE MpoIae
Y3 BHEIIHEr0 MUpPa YEPT 3HAET KaK JaBHO, U MOHATHUS HE UMEIO, CKOJIBKO S YK€ 3/1€Ch. ..

— Tlonrona, — nepebuiia ee XeneHa.

— Yro?

— TeOs moxuTHIM MoJITo1a Ha3al.

Menucca octonbenena. Heyxenu u BripapIy npouuio Tak MHOIO BPEMEHH C Te€X MOp, KaK OHa
nonayia B MuaHaut?

— W 3auem s TebOe nmoHago0uach? — pe3Ko CIpocuia OHa.

— MHe HyxeH ObUT POJHOM YEJOBEK PSAJIOM, — C 00€30pYKHUBAIOIICH MPSIMOTON OTBETHIIA
Xenena. — [Ipoctu MeHs.

— XeneHa, Tol Hac Opocunia! — Bekurena Jlucca. — OTelr ¢ yma CXoIuiI OT rops, a s IyMaa,
4TO ThI 1aBHO MepTBa! Sl Takoe u3-3a TeOs mepexkusia U BO BHEIIHEM MUPE, U 3/1€Ch, a Thl TOBOPUIIIL
«MPOCTU» U JTyMaelllb, 4YTO 3TUM MOXHO Bce ucnpaBuTh? Thl camas y:kacHasi U 0€30TBETCTBEHHAS B
Mupe crapuias cectpa! A eciu Obl s moru6sna?

— Ho 151 )xuBa u 311€Ch.

Menucca 3a10XHynach OT BO3MYILEHHUS.

— Ilpoctn MeHs, Mplika! — mocnemHo nporaparopuiia XejaeHa, HE JaBas CEeCTpEe CHOBA
pacnianuThbes. — S Hamwia Okl TEOSI TOPa30 paHbIlle, HO ThI OKa3alach OyKBAJILHO HEYTOBUMOM, a s
0osmach MPUBJIEKATh CIWINKOM MHOTO BHUMAaHHS K IMOUCKaM, YTOOBI HE BBI3BaTh MOAO3peHUN. B
KOHII€ KOHIIOB, MOUM MPHUOJIMKEHHBIM YIaJ0Ch BBIICHUTH, YTO Thl B TIOJIHOM MOPSAJKE U KUBEIIb
3]1eCh, B 3aMKE, U 5 peIlMJIa OCTaBUTh T€Os B MOKOE, TTOKA Thl caMa HE y3Haellb 000 MHE.

Jlucca B3goxHyna. Kak Obl oHa HM 3/1MJIach Ha XeJeHy, MPUBS3AHHOCTh K HEMl Bce XKe
oKazajach CUJIbHEE 00UAbl. YBHUAEB, UTO JIMIIO CECTPbI CMATYMIIOCH, X€JI€Ha CIIerKa pacciaduiach.

— Oren cuIbHO YOHMBAJICS, KOTIa 5 ucyesa?

— OH Obu1 caMm He cBoi. EnBa He pa3Hec B LIENKHU BECh MOJULIEHCKUN y4acTOK, KOTZa OHH
MPEKPaTUIIA MOUCKHU.

XeneHa paccMesyiach, HEMaJIO OTOpYUB ATUM cecTpy. CMesThCs HaJl ToOpeM COOCTBEHHOTO
OTIIA... HACKOJIBKO ke OeccepaeuHom cTaia 3Ta JIeByIKa?

— Jla, aTo BriosHe B ero ayxe! Ho on mpoctuit 661 MeHs, ecii Obl y3HAJ IPUUYUHY, [10 KOTOPO
MHE MPUIIIIOCH BAC MOKUHYTh.

— Boo011ie-T0, MHE OBI TOXKE XOTEJIOCh €€ Y3HaTh, — XOJIO0JIHO 3aMeTua Jlucca.

— 1 moHuUMaro, MO3TOMY M COOMpPAIOCh pacckas3arb TeOe BCe OT Hayalda U J0 KOHIA. Thl
nomuuib OctrHa biaspa?

— Toro Mep3Koro mapHs, ¢ KOTOPbIM Thl BcTpeuanach?! OH HUKOrma MHE He HpaBuica. U oH
ObUT MEPBBIM MOI03PEBAEMBIM Y TIOJIHUIIUH, OTHAKO €ro TOXKE HE HalUIM. B momuuuu pemmiu, 4To
BbI IPOCTO-HAIMPOCTO COEKAINU BMECTE.

— YTo0 X, OHM OKa3aJuCh MPaBbl, MbI JEHCTBUTEIHHO COEKAIA BMECTE.

— Craso ObITh, 3TO OH BO BCEM BUHOBAT?



— OTtyactu — 1a, oH. S yKe Torja 3Hajia, KTo OH Ha camMoM jene. OH Obul BaMnupom. OH
MPU3HAJICS MHE B 3TOM IPUMEPHO YEPE3 MUHYTY MOCJIE TOr0, Kak BIEPBbIE MPHU3HAJICA MHE B
mo0Bu. [lomyuunocs oueHb 3a0aBHO. M g coBcem He ucmyrainach, Beib 5 OblIa TaK CHIJIBHO
BJIIOOJIEHA B HETO.

— KoneuHo, Tl BeJlb Bceria Oblia Takon 0e3paccynHoi. A rae ceiiuac OcTuH?

— Tloru6 npumepHO roj Ha3aJ NpH 3aralouHbIX 00cTosTENbCTBAX. [lomMpoOHOCTEN HUKTO HE
3HaeT. Mou pUBOPHBIE HAIUIM €T0 TEJIO Y BOPOT KPEMOCTH, MPUYEM BUIUMBIX MTOBPEKICHUN Ha
HEM HE 0Ka3aJioCh.

— Kakoii yxac! — Jlucca MrHOBEHHO OTTasia U 00HsIa cecTpy. — MHe Tak Kalb...

— Ilepectanpb, — cepauTo OTMaxHylnach XejaeHa. — S JaBHO mpuivia B cedsi, He HAJ0 MEHS
KaJIETh.

Jlucca otcTpaHuiachk B HEAOYMEHHH. «/[a yoic, OHa OeucmeumenbHO UZMEHUNACD... UIU
NPOCMO OMBLIKIA OM 00OPOMbL 8 CMEHAX IMO20 HCYMKO2O 080PUAY.

— A 410 OBUIO TOTOM? — OCTOPOXKHO cripocuia JIucca, He cueprxkaB JrodonbiTcTBa. — [locie
€ro Npu3HaHUS?

— MBI nponomxkanu BCTpedarbes. JTO ObUIO OMAcCHO, HACTOsIIEe OE3yMCTBO, U MO3TOMY
3aXBaThIBAJIO MEHS Bce CUJIbHEE. 1 BOT OgHAX[bI... OH HE CAEpKAJICSI. IDTO CIY4UIIOCh BEYEPOM,
KOT/Ia MBI 3aHUMAJIMCh JIFOOOBBIO y Hero qoma. OH yKyCHJI MEHS, U 5 CTaja...

— Bamnupom, — mponenetana Menucca. — BoT nodemy s He yBujena Te0s B 3epkaie. U
BOT ITOYEMY ThI BBITJISIAIIL KaK KAPTUHKA.
— Jla, — paBHOaymHO Opocuiia cectpa. — XOTS B 3€pKalie OTPa)KkaTbCad s MOTY, KOTJa

3axouy. Tak BOT. Toraa s BnepBble HE MpUIINIa HOUueBaTh JoMoi. OTell HaBooOpaxai cebe HEBECTh
Yero, a Ha caMoM JieJie sl MpUXoAuia B ce0s Mocie NpeBpallieHusl.

XeJieHa moMoiIyanaa HEMHOT 0. JIrcea Toxe Moiryalia, He HaXO4s CIIOB.

— OcTuH pacckasaia MHe 0 MuHalTe u npeuioxXuil coexarb ¢ HUM. S He comtamanack. OH
OOBSICHSJI, YTO MHE TENeph HET MECTa B 3TOM MHUpE, B Mupe Jronei. S onacHa /i HuX. S U cama
ATO MOHMMAaJa, HO JO ITOCJIEAHEr0 OTKa3bIBajach OT €ro npeminoxeHus. Ho morom... oH OTKpbLI
MHE CBOIO TanHy. TallHy, U3-3a KOTOPOM OH M OKAa3aJICS BO BHEIIHEM MHUDE.

— Kakyro Taitny? — Jlucca 3atannia gbIXxaHuUeE.

— DT0 KacaeTcs craporo kopoJjisi, Bunuenco Ban Moprana. Octun ObU1 ero 6actapaoMm —
HE3aKOHHOPOXKJIECHHBIM CHIHOM.

— Yto?!

— CHavana s B 3TO He moBepuia. Torga oH paccka3al MHE Bce ¢ camoro Havana. Mcropus
€ro Hayajaach OYEHb JJABHO — B TOT IO/, KOIJa yMepJia KoposieBa, Matk CailMoHa, BenbmMa TeoHa
bk aein. B KpenocTh NMpuUBE3IM HECKOJIBKHUX JIFOAEH U3 BHEIHETO MUpa. Bce oHM mMenu Kakoe-
TO OTHOIICHHE K Maruu. KTo-To U3 HUX ObUT MEIUYMOM WM SICHOBUISIIMM, APYrH€ — MPOCTO
mapiaraHaMu. W omHa Mojomasi JKEHIMHA HasbiBajla ce0si MOTOMCTBEHHOM BeapMon. OHa
3aHMMajach TE€M, UTO JieUMsa JIIOJel, 3aroBapuBaja pa3Hble OOJIAUKHU, HY, CJIOBOM, HE JieJalia
HUYETO TJI0X0ro. Bee 3Tu oy ObUTH 10CTABIEHBI IMYHO K KOPOJII0, M OH Oece1oBall ¢ KaXIbIM U3
HuX. M3 1miecTu 4enoBeK, MPUBE3CHHBIX B KPEMOCTh, OJIMH ObLI YOUT, €Ille YETBEPHhIX OTHPABUIIA B
TIOppMy. OIHAKO MOJOasi BEAbMa, ¢ KOTOPOM KOPOJIb Pa3rOBaApUBAI JOJIBIIE, YEM C JIPYTUMU, B
YHUCJIO apECTAaHTOB He monana. Kak BBIICHHIIOCH ITO3kE, KOPOI OHA MPUITISIHYJIACh, U OH CHENall
€€ CBOEH JIMYHOM JIEKapKOMW, YBOJIMB Ty, UTO ObLJIa Y HETO MPH KU3HU €r0 CYIPYTH.

XeJeHa epeBelia IyX U pacipaBuiia MO0 CBOETO BEJIUKOJIEITHOTO TIAThSI.

— Kopons BuHueHco nomnpocty BIHOOUICS B 3Ty BeapMy. OH coBceM MoTepsit rojioBy. Ho Ta



KCHIMHA HE NuUTajda K HeMy 4yBCTB. Benbpma 3Hama, 4ro, €Ciii OHA OTBEPTrHET KOPOJA, €M HE
MUHOBaTh cMepTu. OHa ymeso m3o0paxarna B3aUMHOCTh, HOO OYEHBb XOTE€Ja OCTAThCA B JKUBBIX;
OHA HAJEesUIaCh BEPHYTHCS AOMOM. M BOT OmHaXIBL, MOCJIE OUEPEAHOM HOYM, MPOBEICHHOU C
KOPOJIEM, OHA PEIIMJIACh HA OTYASHHBIA ar. HamouB KOpoJsisi CHOTBOPHBIM 3€JIbEM, OHA yKpaja
KJIFOY OT IMOpTajia BO BHEHMHHUN Mup U cOexana. [IpomaB cBOI KBapTUpPY B TOPOIKE, TAC KuJa
paHblle, OHa nepedpanach B AepeBHIO. B Ty, rae »xunu Mbl ¢ ToO0#. IIpaBna, Torma Hac eue He
Obul0 Ha cBeTe. Ho BeapMa emie He 3Halla, YTO BEpHYIACh BO BHEIHUN MuUp He onHa. OHa ObLia
OepeMeHHa.

— U nmortom ponuncsa OctuH, — Jlucca npuinypmiack. — 3HAYUT, OH U BIIPABAY ObUT CHIHOM
kopouis... Ho 3auem on mputanmi teds croga? M kak ThI cTajia KOPOJIEBOM?

— O, 310 oueHb 3a0aBHas ucropusi. Bo BHenmem Mupe OCTUHY — ONUHOKOMY BaMITHPY
Cpeau JIIJE — MPUXOIUIIOCh HECTaIKo. ETo Bce Bpems TAHYI0 B MUIHANT, 1 OH HEOIHOKPATHO
CI0JIa BBIOMpAJICSd — OOINAJICA C BaMIIUPaMU, YUHJICS Y HUX, pa3BlIeKalicsl BMecTe ¢ HUMU. U BOT
OJHAXIbl OH BOCITOJIB30BAJICS KJIFOUOM OT MOpPTalia, KOTOPBIM Marh OTJaja €My Mepell CMEPTHIO,
4yTOOBI MPEJCTaTh Mepe] KOposeM U 3asBUTh 0 cede. OH pacckazan BuHUEHCO HCTOpHIO CBOEH
Marepu, U KOpPOJIb MOBEPUI €MYy. DTO YIMBWIO BceX, naxe camoro OctuHa. K TOomMy BpemeHun
KOPOJIb YK€ ObUI OYEHb CTap U HEMHOTO TPOHYICA yMOM. Bce mpuaBOpHBIE PEUIMIIM, YTO OH
npu3Haji cBoero 6acrtapnaa, moromy 4to ObUT HEe B cebe. Ho Tonpko kopomns 3Hai, yto OCTUH HE
JkeT. BepHee, OH ayman, 4To TOJIBKO €My OHOMY M3BECTHa UcCTopus Oactapaa. OmpHako ObLT elle
OZIMH YEJIOBEK B 3aMKe, KOTOPBIM BiIa/ieNl KOPOJIEBCKON TaHHOW — OBIBIIAS JIEKapKa KOPOJEBCKOU
CEeMbH, KOTOpYI0 BuHYEHCO yBOIMI, YTOOBI OCBOOOMUTH JTOJDKHOCTBH JJIS BEAbMBI U3 BHEIIHETO
Mupa. ITa xKeHimHa, JlaBuaus, nomorna marepu OctuHa cOexars orcioga. Ceituac JlaBuHus
ABJISIETCS MOUM JIMYHBIM JIEKApeM, a €€ J104b — JIEKapKa MPUHIIA.

— O rocmoau, B 9TOM 3aMelaHa gaxe MopeHna, — npobdopmMorana Jlucca.

— Mopena Tyr HU npu 4eM, — Bo3paszujia XeyneHa. — OHa Jaxe He 3HAeT, YTO €€ Marb
HaxoAuTCcsA BO nBopie. Hesanonro no cMmeptu kopodis JIaBUHUM MPUIITTOCH UCYE3HYTh. TakoB ObLT
Halll TUIaH: YKPBITh €€ OT BCEX, KTO MOT 3arof03puTh ee B youiictBe Bunuenco. C tex mop MopeHna
OYMAET, YTO €€ MaTepu HET B )KUBbIX. HaM mpuIuiocs MOWTH Ha XKEPTBBI U CKPHITh JIaBUHUIO J1axke
OT JI04epHU, MOCKOJIbKY MopeHa CIUIIKOM OJIM3Ka ¢ MPUHIIEM W, KPOME TOro, OHA 3HAET TalHY
Marepu, KOTOpas W3BECTHA JIMIIb Y3KOMY KpYry JroAcd. JIaBUHHS — O4Y€Hb CUJIBbHBIM IIAMaH,
MpUYEM €€ CITIOCOOHOCTH HAMHOTO MPEBOCXOISIT CUJIbI OOBIUHBIX IIIAMAHOB.

— Boo0mie-t1o, MHOTUM HM3BECTHO, YTO OHA IaMaHka. Ha camoM jerne cuuTaeTcs, 4To 3TC
JIVIIb CIIYXU, HO KOE-KTO 3TUM CJIyXaM BEPHUT.

— Bort xak? — nognsia 6poBu XesneHna. — U kTo ke pacckazan Tede 00 3Tom?

— Hy, TbI Benp 3Haelb, 4TO NMPEXKIE YEM IONACTh B 3aMOK, sl JOJITO€ BPEMS CKPBIBAJIACH U
KUJIa C 3aTBOPHUKAMU. ..

—  Tonbko HEMOHSATHO, OTKYylAAa UM W3BECTHBI TOAPOOHOCTH JBOPIIOBOM JKU3HH, —
npobopmotana XeneHna. — Hy na najmHo, 3To ceiiyac HeBakHO.

— JlelicTBUTenpbHO, — comiacuiach Jlucca, koropas Hadyana ObUIO Omacarbes, YTO XeJleHa
OyZeT paccrpaimBarh €€ 0 MOAPOOHOCTAX 3aTBOPHUUYECKUX MPUKIIOUeHU. — PacckasbiBail, 4To
Iayiblie ObUIo!

— Octun ctan xuth B Jpeadyn-xomie. MeHs oH crpsitan y cBoux jApy3ed B Bammupuw.
OcCTHH MOCTENEHHO BTHUPAJICS B JOBEpHE K cTapoMy BHHYEHCO, U, HAKOHEIl, eI, YTO HacTala
1opa npeaCTaBUTh EMY MEHS.

— W 1ebs npeacraBuiiv, Kak Oyaylyto KOpoJjeBy? — ¢ yCMENIKoi monHTepecoBanack Jlucca.



— ThsI oueHb O/IM3Ka K UCTHHE, CECTPeHKa, — 0e3 TeHH YIbIOKK oTBeTHIa XeneHa. — [locne
nob6era marepu OcTrHA KOPOJIb pas3bickan JIaBUHUIO U BEpHYI Ha €€ MPEXHUN TOCT, CHOBA Cleal
€€ CBOMM JIMYHBIM JOKTOPOM, KOUM OHA U OCTAaBAJIACh JO €r0 CMEPTHU. JIaBUHMS C CaMOro Hayaja
noMorana OCTHHY B OCYHIECTBIEHHUM €ro miaHa. OHa MpUroTOBUJIA CAMOE CHIIBHOE TPUBOPOTHOE
3eJIbe U OmnouJia UM KopoJiss. OH, OKOJIJIOBaHHBIHN, BIIOOUIICS B MEHS W MPEIJIOKUI MHE BBIMTH 3a
HEro 3aMyx. B To BpeMs Bce 3HaJIU, YTO KUTh KOPOJIKO OCTaI0Ch Hefodaro. OH ObUT BaMIUPOM, HO
TOrJja OH ObUI yX€ CIMIIKOM cJIad M TOYTH HE BBIXOIWJ U3 CBOMX IOKOEB, TaK YTO KPOBB,
COOpaHHYIO TPUOIMAKEHHBIMU, €EMY MPUHOCHUIIA JeKapka. C HEKOTOPBIX MOp OHA CTajla MOCTOSHHO
MO/UIMBaTh B KPOBb, IMPUTOTOBICHHYIO JIsi KOPOJsS, HEKOe 3€ibe, KOTOpPOE JOHKHO OBLIO
MEJIJIEHHO, JIEHb 3a THEM yOuBarh nanueHTa. K ToMy BpeMeHH, Korna KOpOoJIio MPeCTaBUIIA MEHS,
OH OBLT yXe Npu cMepTu. S comiacuiach Ha 3aMY)KECTBO, s CHejiajia BCE, KaK 3allJlaHUpPOBal
OctuH. A crana xoposieBoil. OCTUH TpuaAyMan MHeE noiHoe ums — l'ena Onmena Manyanbs Ban
Mopras.

— Ho 3auem Bce 3T0? Kakue uenu npecnenoan OcTuH, ycaxupas T€0s Ha TPOH?

— B nepByro ouepeqib OH x0Tel, YTOOBI s )Kuiia B MujHaiite, a He Bo BHelmmHeM mupe. OH
OCO3HAaBaJ, YTO COBEPIIMI KaTacTpOPUUECKYIO OMMOKY, KOTJa HE CACPKAJICS U paclyCTU 3yObl B
TOT pOKOBOM Beuep. OH HacTamBal, 4TO 32 MOU CTPAJAHUS S 3aCIIY>KUBAIO KOPOJIEBCKOW KU3HU.

— Kak mMwmio, — ckpuBuiach Menucca. — CHavasiia HUCOPTUTh TeOe >XKU3Hb, a TOTOM
TOBOPUTH, UTO ThI 3aCIY’KUBACIIb JIYUILIETO.

XeJleHa pacCMeEsIach.

— TbI, KOHEYHO, TTO-CBOEMY IIpaBa, HO 1 HU O YEM HE KAJICIO.

— A KaK e CIIyXu O TBOEW HEBEPOSTHOU JKECTOKOCTH ?

— O yeMm 3710 ThI?

— OO0 »TOM TOJKYIOT cpeAau 3aTBOPHUKOB. OHHM TOBOPWIH, OyATO OBl Thl MPHUKA3bIBACIIIL
CBOMM BypJaJlakaM yOMBaTh HaIpaBO U HAJIEBO. A €Ille — YTO MOBCIO/Iy €CTh TBOU IIMUOHBI.

— Ax, »970... IlepBas 4acTp — CiIyXd, KOTOpbIE CIEIMAIBHO PACIIyCKalOT MOHU
npuOIM>KeHHbIE, a BOT MPO HINHMOHOB — MpaBaa. Jledo B TOM, YTO HE BCE JIOBOJIbHBI MOUM
npasieHreM. Y o 3Toi MpUYMHE B KaXKJIOM HACEJICHHOM IIYHKTE, TOPO TO WJIM IUlyXas JICpEBHs, Y
MEHS €CTh CBOM coraaaran. OHU JOKJIaJbIBalOT MHE O TOM, YTO MPOUCXOAUT B HApOIE, Kakas
o0cTaHOBKa B OOJIBIIIMX rOpo/aX, Kakas — B IIyOMHKAX, a TaKXK€ O TOM, YTO JIFOIU JyMalT U
TrOBOpAT 000 MHE, OOCYXKIAIOT JIM MO TOJUTHKY. DTO MOMOraeT MHE JiepXaTb BCE TOJ
KOHTPOJIEM.

— JScHo, — kuBHyna Jlucca. HroaHChl ymnpaBiaeHWs CTpaHOM €€ Majlo HHTEPECOBAIIU.
[maBHOE, YTO YyCIHBIIIAHHBIE OT 3aTBOPHUKOB pacckazbl O OecrolaHOd KoposeBe-youiiie
OKa3aJIMCh BBIIIYMKOM.

— Tak BoT, — mpomomkmiia XeneHa cBOM paccka3. — Korga g crtana KOpoJeBOM-BIOBOM,
OcTuH pacckaszajl MHE O MOJUTHYECKOU CUTYaAllMHU B HaIlleH CTpaHe U OOBSICHWII, TToueMy JlaBuHUS
TaK JIETKO COMIACHJIACh MOMOYb CBECTHU KOpoJjia BuHueHco B moruiy. [[eao B TOM, 4TO KOPOJIb
coOuparncs noutu BoiHOM Ha IIlaitH. Ero paccygok moMyTHIICS, 1 OH BO BCEM BHJIEN BPaXKECKUMU
3510M ymbIced. B TO Bpems Hapon BBILIEN U3-TIOA KOHTPOJSA, B CTPAHE MOCTEIEHHO HAYMHAIACh
cmyra. OcCoOOEHHO pacrmosicaiuCch BapJOKH, ITOYYBCTBOBAaB Oe3Haka3aHHOCTh. OHU HavdaIH
nepeduparbcsi yepe3 TpaHuIly U MapoJAepCTBOBaTh B OMU3NIEKAMMX IMHOUUCKUX AEPEBHIX. DTH
OecunHCTBa HY)XKHO ObUIO TMpekpaiarh, noka lllaiitn He oTpearnpoBan Ha HUX OTBETHBIM YIAPOM.
OctuH, KOHEYHO, He ObUT cTopoHHUKOM [llaiiHa, HO OH, Kak U OOJIBIIMHCTBO XUTeIeH MuHaiiTa,
CUMTAJ, 4YTO OeCpUYMHHAs BOWHA HaM COBEPIICHHO HU K ueMy. [IoATOMYy MBI U HE MO3BOJUIIU



npuHny CaiiMOHY B30MTH Ha mpectosl. OH yHacneqoBajl arpeCCUBHBIM HACTPOM CBOErO Maramy
npoTHUB CBETIbIX. CTOS y BIACTH, OH 00s13aTENIbHO pa3Bsi3all Obl BOMHY C HUMH.

JIucca, mokupoBaHHAs MOCIECIHUMHU CIOBAMU CECTPBI, OKPYIJIAIIA TJ1a3a B yXkKace.

— B yeM nieno, cectpeHka? — HaxXMypHJIach XeJeHa.

— Bce 310 orpomHast onmbka! B 3ToM BalieM npeanpusITHi He ObLII0O HUKAKOTO CMbICTIa!

— JT0 eule nouyemy?

— CaiiMOH HHM 3a 4UTO HE Hayaja Obl BOITHY 0€30 BCAKOTO MOBO/IA.

— Jla neyxxenu? — ¢oipkHyna XeneHa. — S ¢ HUM Bce-Taku 3HAKOMa MOJay4Iie Teos, . ..

— Tsr B 3TOM yBepeHa? — MHOTO3HAUUTEIBHO MOUHTEpPEcoBanach Jlucca, omHaKko
BJIO’KCHHBIN B 9Ty (pa3y MOATEKCT OT BHUMAHUS XEJIEHBI YCKOIB3HYIL.

— AOcomntotHo! TIpuHil Be4HO cTpOUT U3 ceds arpeccopal

— XerneHa, 5 3HaI0 ero, Kak HUKTO apyroi! OH HUKorAa Obl HE Hamaj MepPBbIM, €CJIU Obl HE
MOSIBUIIOCh BECKUX MPUYUH CHEIATh 3TO, — YBEPEHHO 3asiBWiia Menucca, BCIOMHUB, kKak CaliMOH
OTHYCTHJI JBOUX 237b(OB, TMOWMAHHBIX HEMomajeky OT BaMmnupuw, M TONPOCUI €€ He
pPacpoCTPaHATHCS 00 3TOM UHIUICHTE.

— Tonbko HE TOBOPM MHE, YTO OH O€dblidi M NYNMCTHIA MNaWHbKA, — CKENTHYECKHU
npousHecia XeneHa. — [lo 3aBem@aHuio ero oTma OH JOJDKEH OBITh YeM-TO BPOAE MOEH MpaBoi
PYKHA, MUHUCTPOM, MOEM ONOpor W mopaep:xkkou. Ho ¢ Tex mop, kak s BcTrajga HA IPECTOJ, OH
TOJIBKO U JIEJIAET, YTO BCTABIIIET MHE IMAJIKHU B KOJeca.

— OH 1yT HU npu yeM! — Opocuiack Ha 3auMTy npuHia Jlucca. — Bo BceM BUHOBATHI €10
bpeisinabl! DTO OHU CTPOMIIM TeOe KO3HU. S TaBHO 3HAJIa, YTO OHM HE Te, 3a KOro ceOs BBIJIAIOT,
HOo CaliMOH HUKoOrJa Obl B 3TO HE MOBEPHUJI, a TEIEpb s CTPAIIHO 3JIFOCh Ha ce0s 3a TO, UTO HE
pacckasajia eMy BCIO IpaBHy. 3aro s MpHILIa paccka3arb ee Tede. Thl JOJKHA MHE MOBEPHUT.
@pennrHbl BCTYIWJIM B CTOBOP C BapjOKaMHM WU TOTOBST MSATEX MPOTUB NpaBUTENbCTBA. OHM
cobuparTcs youtr TeOs, XemeHna. Bor mouemy s 3mech Ha camMoM Jieie — s mpuinria Teds
npeaynpeanTs. CeroiHs HOYBIO s BHICIIEANIIA OHY U3 (peilsinH, KOr/ia oHa rnoexana B Banbmypruc.
S 3Hato, dyero oHu goOuBaroTcs. [IpenBomuTens BapiiOKOB IIIYM, U OHU TOMPOCTY OOBENH €ro
BOKpyr naybiia!l OHU XOTAT C €ro MOMOIIBbI0 OCBOOOAUTH MPECTOJI OT HACIEAHUKOB KOPOJS U
MOCTABUThH BO IJIaBE rOCYIApCTBA CBOKO MAPUOHETKY, YTOOBI €€ pyKaMu YIpaBJsiTh BCEM, YTO 3]1€Ch
MIPOUCXOUT.

[Toka Menucca ropopuia, COMBUMBO U CKOPOTOBOPKOM, BBIPAXKEHUE JIUIla XEJIEHbl MEHSIOChH
MPSMO Ha ria3ax.

— Eciim CaliMOHY MOXHO JJOBEPSTH, 5 I0J’KHA C HUM IMOTOBOPUThH. OpraHu3yil MHE BCTPEUY C
HHUM KaK MOHO CKOpee.

Menucca Oblla Tak OTOpOILEHa, YTO Ja)xe He oOparuiia BHUMAaHUS Ha MOBEIUTEIbHBIN TOH
CECTPBI, KOTOPBI, HABEPHOE, Y)KE TABHO BOILEN Y HEE B IPUBBIUKY.

— Bpsin nmu oH 3axo4deT roBOpuTh. OH HACTPOEH PEIMTEIBLHO MPOTUB TEOSI.

— Tak cpenaii ¢ 3TuM uto-HUOYs! 1 momkHa moroBoputh ¢ npuHieM! HyxHO HaunHarh
JIEHCTBOBATD, & JIJISl 3TOTO MbI JJOJKHBI 00bEIMHUTHCHL.

Jlucca B3moxnyma. CrouT TONBKO cKazarb (CallMOHY, 4YTO KOPOJIEBA JKEIAECT C HUM
MOOOIIATHCS, U OH Cpa3y MPHUJET B SIPOCTh U OTKAXKETCA TOBOPUTH HE TOJBKO C XEJIEHOW, HO U C
camoit Menuccoit. Ho XeneHa siBHO HE YCIOKOMTCS, TTOKa HE JOOBETCA ayIWeHIIMU TMPUHIA —
JIucca oueHp XOpo1Io 3Hajla CBOIO CECTPY.

— JlangHo, unem, — B3A0XHYINa JeBylKa. — S monpooOyio yoOeaAuTh €ro.

OHa nogHsIIach ¢ KPOBATH M HANPABUJIIACH K JBEPH.



— Cro#, — pe3Ko CKOMaHJoBaIa XeyneHa. — Mbl HE CMOXEM NPOUTH Yepe3 BECh 3aMOK
HE3aMEUYECHHBIMMU.

— A 3aueM CKpbIBarhbcsi? — HEJAOYMEHHO TnofHsma OpoBu Jlucca. — Thbl ke KOpOJeBa, Th
3/1ECh rJ1aBHas!

— VYxe HeT. Cyas 1Mo BceMy, MOIO CTpaXky 3aroBOPIIMKH YOpaiu, a 3HaYUT, 1 MHE CaMOu
HEJoJIro ocTanoch. HykHO cpodyHO BbIOMparbcsi oTciofa. Berperumcs y koHmomeH. [IpuBomu
CaitMoHa npsiMO TyJia, s Oy1y &KIaTh.

% %k ok

CalimoHa Jlucca yBuzena u3ganeka — OH I MO KOPHUAOPY IO HAIPABICHUIO K IMOKOSM
Mopenbl. OKIUKHYTh TPUHIIA OHA HE peIMJiach, YTOObI HEHApPOKOM HE MPHUBJIECYH €IIe YheTo-
HuOyns BHUMaHus. Korma geBymka goOpanack A0 KOMHaThl jekapkud, CaiMOH yXe cuuen 3a
cToioM. MopeHa, MoxoXe, TaK U HE JIera Clarb — I0J €€ MOKPACHEBIIMMU ITIa3aMH 3alleTiv
TeMHbIe Kpyrd. Cyns 1o BUly IPUHLA, OH €IlIE HUYEro HE 3HAJ O 3ar0OBOPE.

— CaiiMoH, y MeHsl K Te0e OYeHb BAXKHBIM U CPOUHBIA Pa3roBOp, — C MOpOTa BbIIAIUIIA
Menucca.

Mopena cTpenbHYyIa IIa3aMu B €€ CTOPOHY, U Jlucca oTpuIarebHO KayHyla TOJOBOM Tak,
yToObl He 3aMeTun CalimoH. OHa ene He OpuAyMaia, Kak paccka3arb €My, 4TO 3adyMalid
bpeiinunbl, 1 MopeHa, mo-BUANMOMY, TOXKE HE 3Hajia, 4TO cKa3arb. HO BpeMeHH Ha pa3ayMbs yKe
HE OCTaJIOCh.

— I'oBopwu, 5 ciymaro.

CallMOH JepKajcs Kak-TO CTPAaHHO — HAIPSIKEHHO, CIIOBHO MEXy HUMH MPOU301UIa cCcopa.
Menucca HaxMmypuiaach, BCHOMHMB O TOM, YTO CIYYHJIOCh JHEM paHee. 3a HOYb OHA YCIlena
1n03a0bITh O TpeAIoKEHUH, ciaeraHHoM CaliMoHoM Byepa. OQHAKO, MO-BHAMMOMY, IMPHUHII BCE
OTJIMYHO MTOMHMUII.

— Koe-kT0 mpocHuT TBOEW aynMeHIMH, — OCTOPOKHO Hayaja Menncca, HO €€ mpepBall
TPOMKHUU CTYK B JIBEPb.

— K10 310 MOXKeET ObITH? — OBICTpO cripocuia Jlucca y MopeHbl.

— 41 He oTKpo1O, — mpolenTaia Jekapka. — I HUKOro He xk/jana.

CTyK MOBTOPUJICSI — YBEPEHHBIN, TPEOOBATEIBHBIMN.

— EcTb kTO XUBOI1?

JIucca 0e3oumbO04YHO y3Haa rojoc. 1o Obuia llapnoTra.

Mopena Opocuna nHa CailMOHa TMpeIOCTEepEraMii B3I U NPUIOXKUIA Manel K rydoam.
[Ipunn ynuBIEeHHO BCKHMHYT OpoBu u misHYnl Ha Jluccy. Ta moBropuna xect MopeHbl u
MHOTO3HAQUUTEIbHO TOKMBaja. CaiMOH MOCMOTpENl Ha JEBYIIEK KaK Ha CyMacILIeAIMX, MOKal
IJIEYaMHU, HO BCE JKE ITPOMOJIYAIL.

— Baiie BbicoyecTBO, s 3HAIO, YTO Bbl TaM! — TIporena u3-3a JBepu (peisinHa elerHbIM
rojiocoM. — OTKpsiBaiTe!

CaitMoH nmoJiHsuICcs ObLIO ¢ MecTa, HO Jlucca cuioit ycaauia ero oopaTHO.

— Yr0, 4epT BO3bMH, MPOUCXOAUT?! — BO3MYILIEHHO MPOIIMIIET TPUHII.

— MbI Bce 00BbsICHUM, — Hayaja ObUIO TOPOIUIMBO lienTarh Menucca, HO TYT MOUHEHIMIA
yaap corpsic asepb. Ha MrHOoBeHHE BCe CTUXII0, 3aTEM pa3Aaics BTOpou yaap. JlBepb, HE BBIACPHKAB,
cjerena C IMETelb U C OIIYIIMTEIbHBIM IPOXOTOM ITOBAIMIACH HA MOJ. B KpOIIEUHYH0 KOMHAaTy
BOPBAIUCH NATEPO My 4rH. Cy/isi IO BCEMY, 3TO OBUIH BapJIOKH.

— B uem neno?! — psaBkHyn CaliMOH, KOTZla JBOE BapJIOKOB CXBAaTHJIM €TI0 U IOIBITAJIUCH
BBIBECTU HApyXy. JlBoe npyrux teM BpemeHeM ckpytuin Menrccy u Mopeny. Ilarsii Bapiiok



OTJIAZICNI KOMHATY W IMOJAJ 3HAK TOBApHUIAM. 1€ MOTAIMIIN JIEHHUKOB K BBIXOJY.

Tyr Jlucca yBupena Illapnorty. Ta HaGmromanma 3a Bceil 3TOM CIEHOW W3 KOpUIOpa H
MJIOTOSITHO YXMBUISIach. Menucce 3ax0Teoch HAOPOCUTHCS Ha Hee, HO OOPOTHCS C BapIOKOM OHa
HE MOIJIa — OH CJIMILKOM MPEBOCXOAMII €€ 10 rabapuram.

— Ilyctu! Yoepu pyku! — Opbikanacs mo3aau Hee Mopena. CaliMOH, KaKk HHU CTpPaHHO,
COXpaHsJI XJIaTHOKPOBHE.
— CHOKOMHO, AEBOYKH, — IMPHUKaA3aJl OH JIeASHbIM rojocoMm. — Ceilyac Mosi ppeilinHa HaMm

BCe pactoiikyeT. Bepno, [lapiorra?

— Heuero Tyt pactonkoBbeiBaTh! — B3BU3rHYyNIa Menucca.

[IponoiKuTh pa3roBOp UM HE yAAJIOCh — BapJOKU Kyla-TO IMOTAIMINA BCEX Tpoux. Jluccy
Benu Brepeau Bcex. OHa crpliiana mo3aau ce0s yBepeHHble maru CaiiMoHa M HECTPOWHBIN TOMOT
MopeHbl — BUIUMO, JIeKapKa Bce elle MpoaosiKana OpbIKaTbesl, He OCTABIISS MOMBITOK BBIPBATHCS
13 KEJIE3HON XBaTKU CBOEr0 KOHBOMPA.

[ITapsioTTa NpolecTBOBaia BIIEPE U 3allarajia BO IJIaBE 3TOW CTPAHHOU IIPOLECCUH.

— Crona, pebsita, — OHa CBEpHY/Ia HampaBO U MOIUIA MO APYroMY KOPHUAOPY, MOKaYMBast
oeapamu. Menuccy MoceTuI0 HEeYIEpKUMOE JKeJlaHue JIaTh el xopolero nuHka, Ho [llapnoTra, k
BEJTMYANIIIEMY COKaJICHHIO, ObllIa BHE JOCSITaeMOCTH.

Hakonen, ¢peiiinHa oCTaHOBWJIACH TME€peJl MACCUBHBIMH JIBEPSMH B TPOHHBIA 3l U
pacraxHylia ux.

— Mpbl ux noitmManu, — pajgocTHO cooOIMJia OHA KOMY-TO B mIyOumHe 3ana. [lineHHuKoB
MIPOBEJIM BHYTPb, U JIncca yciplalna, Kak 3a UX CIIMHAMHU 3aXJIONHYJIUCH ABEPHU.

Omna omsanenacs o cropoHaM. B 3ane si010Ky Obuto Herne ynactb. L{enas Toamna BapiioKOB BO
miaBe ¢ OypromuctpoMm Banbiypruca Bo33puiack Ha apecTaHTOB. JiieoHopa ¢ M3abens Toxe ObLin
3aech. OHU CTOSUIM 4yTh MOOMAJb, y CTeHBbl. HO mepBbIM ke, KTO MPUBJIECK BHUMAaHUE MeENHCCHI,
ObLI HE KTO MHOM, Kak rpad bmaacreiin — npasutens Bamnupun. Ero okpyxano HECKOIBKO
BaMITUPOB, BCE KaK Ha MOAOOp OOraro pas3ofeThie W COJMUIHBIC. XEJIEHBI, OIHAKO, CPEIU BCETO
3TOrOo cOopuilia He ObUI0, U Menucce OCTaBajlOCh TOJBKO TajiaTh, ycmesa JIM CecTpa BbIOpaThCs
uiu... Jluccy 3aTpscio OT MBICIH, UTO XeleHa, MOXKET ObITh, yKE MEpTBa.

[ITapsoTTa 0001UIa MIIEHHUKOB U UX KOHBOUPOB, HE YIOCTOMB MX B3TJISIOM.

— Bot oHu, rpad, — npousHecaa oHa, CaMOAOBOJBHO YIbIOasICh. — JlOCTaBJIEHBI IO BalllEMYy
pacnopsbkeHuto. Penerar, ero rpsi3Hast NoApyKKa U UX COOOIIHUIIA.

— ThI xopo1io mopadoTana, JeBOYKa MOsi, — JJACKOBO KUBHYN Ipad u Opocus Ha [laprnoTty
MOXOTJMBBIA B3NIsA. Menucey, 10 3TOM CEKYHIIbl YMHPABIIYI0O OT CTpaxa, BHE3AIIHO MOCETHJa
MBICJIb O TOM, YTO 3TH JBO€, HABEPHOE, NABHO BCTPEYAIOTCS, NMPUYEM SIBHO HE IS JICJIOBBIX
neperoBopoB. [lo orBetHoMy B3Iy LllapmoTTel Ha rpada crano sicHo, yTo bmaacteilH TOuHO
ABJIsieTCS MIOOOBHUKOM (ppeitniunbl. [IeHHuIy nepenepHyao OT OTBpaIICHUs.

— HWrTak, Baie BbICOYECTBO, BOT U Bbl, — IIpOU3HEC Ipad BKpaaduBbIM TojocoMm. CaliMoOHa
rpy0O0 BBITOJIKHYJIM BIIEpE]l, U OH OKa3aJICs JIMIIOM K JuIly ¢ biajacTeiHoMm.

— BoTr u s, — X0n0gHO O0TO3BajCs MPUHI], BCKUHYB TOJOBY M CMEJIO IS8 BAMIIUPY B
nuio0. — Yem mory ObITh MOJIE€3€H, MHOTOYBaXKaeMblid rpad?

Jlucca B KOTOpBIA pa3 BOCXUTUIIACH €ro camMooOiaganueM. OHa MOHMMaIa B MPOUCXOSILIEM
HaMHOTO OOJIbIlle TIPUHIIA, OH MO-MPEKHEMY MPeObIBaI B MOJTHOM HEBEJIEHUH U BCE YK€ YMYIPSUICS
COXPaHATh CIIOKOMCTBUE U AEPHKAJICSI TOPIO U YBEPEHHO.

— MHe cTano IONOIJIMHHO HM3BECTHO, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, YTO Bbl — IMPHUHI, HACIEIHUK
BEJIMKOro kopossi Ban Moprana, cuipHeniero Bamnupa MujgHauTa, — HApYIIAETE CBOU XK€



3aKOHBI.

CaiiMOH HaXMYpHJICSL.

— borock, 4TO HE cOBceM MOHUMAIO Bac, rpad.

Bamnupsl, coOpaBumecss B 3ajie, MO-BUIAUMOMY, TMOHSUIM HE Oojbiie npuHia. braacteiin
00EpHYJICS K HUM.

— Hrak, rocnona, nepea Bamu NpUHI-U3MEHHUK. Kak Bbl BCE€ MMOMHHUTE, 3TOT MAJIBYMIIKA
BBICTYITAJI 3a COXpaHEHHME MHUpa B HameMm rocygapctBe. OH BO BCEYCHBIIIAHWE 3asBIBUT O
HEOOXOIMMOCTH BO3JIEPXKAThCSI OT HAIAJCHUS Ha CBETJIBIX M YrpoXkajl HaKa3aHUEeM TeM, KTO
ociymaercs: ero mnpukasza. OJHaKo... MOKa MBI BCE CBSITO HCIOJHSUIA €r0 BOJIO U BEIM cels
IIPUMEPHO, TOT JIULEMEPHBIM FOHEI] Ha TJIa3aX Y BCETO KOPOJIEBCTBA IYTAJICS C YE€T08EKOM.

B komHate noBuciia rpo0oBasi TUIIIMHA.

— OH npuBen 3To oTpoabe, — rpad ykazan Ha JIuccy, — B 3aMOK IO/ BUJIOM CBOEH HOBOM
GbpelnuHbl U pa3BIeKalcd C HEW, MOoKa B €ro rocygapcTBe THOJIM BapJiOKM U HCYE3ad
0e33allMTHBIE IETH.

Bo3MylIeHHBIN POITOT BapJIOKOB MEPEKPHUT M0 HETPOMKHUM I0J0C. BaMIIUphl OKUBUIIUCH, U U3
UX HEOOJBIIOW TPYMNIbI BBIIIET HU3KOPOCIHBIA XyAod MyXuMHa. Korma oH 3aroBopuil, €ro rojoc
MIPO3BYYaJI CJIOBHO JISI3T INIOXO CMA3aHHOU KEJIE3HOU IBEPHU.

— HWaTpmxku ¢ ¢peitimHaMu BOBCE HE MPOTUBO3AKOHHBI — TaK yX 3aBENIEHO Y HUX BO
neopue. C 4dero Bbl B3sJIM, YTO OHAa — YEJOBEK? Y HEE HAa PYKE CHUMBOJI BEIbM. DTO OYEHE
cepbe3Hoe 0OBUHEHUE, rpad.

bnaacTelin xoTen ObUIO YTO-TO OTBETUTH BAMIIMPY, HO €0 BHE3AIMHO MepeOnIu.

— 1 mory nokasars.

N3-3a cnunbl Tpada Beiwia [Hlapnorra. Ona cMmotpena Ha JIuccy ¢ Tako HEHaBUCTBIO, YTC
HECYACTHOM IUIEHHUIIE CTAJIO MO-HACTOSAIEMY KYTKO.

[[TapnoTTa Aocrana U3 CKIAJOK IUIAThsI KAKOW-TO (PIIAKOHYMK M HEOXUJIAHHO IUJIECHYIA U3
Hero Memnuncce Ha PyKy MPO3padyHyrO KUIKOCTh. Pyky o0oxrio, Oyaro orHeM. Jlmcca ycniplmana
pAIOM CyIOpOKHBINA B310X CalilMOHa U B ykace onycTuia B3na. DanblmBeiii BEIbMUHCKHI 3HAK
— KJIEIMO, CTapareibHO HApHCOBaHHOE MOpEHOU TaBHBIM-AABHO, — CTEKAJI 10 €€ PYKE BMECTE C
AKUJKOCTBIO, OCTaBJISISI HA KOKE JOPOKKHU, CJIOBHO YEPHASI KPOBb M3 PAHBIL.

Heckonbko BapiIOKOB [OBOJIBHO 3arorotajid. BaMmupsl 0e3MOJBCTBOBajiu. OJEOHOpa U
N3abensb, Toxke Moua, HaOmoaanu 3a HuMu. [llapinoTra ke cMoTpena Toiabko Ha Menuccy.

Ha cexkynny B 3ane Bomapwiace tTuumHa. M 3Ta cekyHnma mokasanach Jlucce yxkacarorme
JIOJITOM.

— B temHuuiy ux, — 6ecctpactHo npukasai rpad brancteitH, HUCKOIbKO HE U3MEHUBIIMCH B
nuie. Bapnoku, aep:kaBime TpOUX INIEHHUKOB, PE3KO 3aLUEBEINIINUCH.

JIucca mouTy HE YyBCTBOBaja MEPTBOM XBaTKU KOHBOMpPA, KOTOPBIM Ipy0o TalmiI €€ Npoyb U3
3ana. OOepHYBIIMCH, JICHHUIIA ycHena 3aMeTUTh, Kak rpad obHsn lapnoTTy 3a Tamuio, U 31O
OBUIO MOCIEAHUM, YTO OHA YBHJAEJIA MPEXK/E YEM JABEPH 3ajia 3aXJIOMHYIIUCH.

Menucca nonbiTanack nocMorperb Ha CaiilMoHa U MopeHy, HO BapiloK OOJbHO CKPYTHJ €i
PYKH 3a CIIUHOM.

— CHnOKOMHO, — PABKHYIN OH, 1 JIncca HEBOJIbHO MOBUHOBANIACh. Y HEE YK€ HE OCTAJI0Ch CHUJI
COMPOTUBIATHCS. DHEPTUs Kak OyaTO McHapsiach U3 HEe C Y)Kacarome ObICTPOTON, U yCTalIOCTh
OT BCETO MEPEKUTOrO 32 3TH CYTKH HABAJIWJIACh HA MJIEYH, CIIOBHO OrPOMHBIN 3Bepb. CKa3bIBaiach
1 OeCCOHHAs HOYb, U JIOJTUM MYyTh Yepe3 TEMHBIH Jiec BMecTe ¢ MopeHOM, U BCe IMOLIMU, KOTOPhIE
OHa UCHBITAIA OT HEO)KUJAHHBIX HOBOCTEM, CBAIMBIIMXCS HA HEE KAK CHET HA T'OJIOBY.



Jlucca 3akpeuia mia3a, pacciabuia HOTM M Hayaja najarb. Bapiok phIBKOM MOTHSI €€ U
BOJIOKOM TOTAIIAJI JAJIBIIIE.

I'maza Menucca ocMenuiiach OTKPBITh, TOJIBKO KOTAA HEOXKUJIAHHO YITAJIAa HA MbUIBHBIA MOJL.
He oOpaitiast BHUMaHMS Ha pe3Kyro 00Jib B yIIMOJIEHHOM IJIede, OHA ceja U omsienach BOKpyr. Ux
npuTalMiId B TIOppMY. JIncca cpa3y y3Halia 3TO MECTO — HMMEHHO CIOofia OHa Oeraja TailkoM K
[Teitpx 1 Benau. Ho paHbllie oHa He MO3BOJIsIa ceOe JyMaTh, UTO KOTJIa-HUOYAh U caMa OKaXKETCsI
3aMePTOU 3/1E€Ch.

CaliMOH cuzen Ha MOJy pSAoM ¢ Hed. Bapiok 3akpbiBas ABEph KJIETKH, €r0 TOBAPUIIM KAJH
Y BbIXOJA. YAOCTOBEPUBIIUCH, YTO MJICHHUKHA HAJIC)KHO 3aMEPTHL, )KYTKHE CO3/IAHUS PA3BEPHYIUCH
Y MIOKUHYIW TeMHuIly. Menucca omsiaenacs. B kamepe cinpaBa MopeHa, BUENUBIIMCH B PEIIETKH,
CMOTpEJa Ha HEE C TPeBOroM. B kamepe HANpPOTUB, TAK K€ YXBAaTUBIIMCHh 33a METAJUIMYECKHUE
MpPyThs, CTOSUIA HA KOJEHSIX Xe€JleHa M CMOTpena mpsiMo Ha cectpy. JIncca 4uyTe He morepsuia
CO3HAHUE OT OOJIErYeHus MPHU BUJIE XEJICHBI U XOTeJa 3arOBOPUTH C HEHM, HO TYT C JIEBOM CTOPOHBI
pasnancs U3yMJIEHHBIA U HallyTaHHBIN T0JIOC:

— Menmncca?!

Jlvucca noBepHysa rosoBy BiIeBO. B cocennen kamepe cuuenu ee noapyru — Benau u Ilenok.
A uyepe3 kamepy oHa yBujena Jlenu. Ha HeM Bce ele ObLT KapHaBaJIbHBIN KOCTIOM, B KOTOPOM €0
apecToBaii mocie Oanma. OH MemJIeHHO OOEpHYICS Ha 3ByK ee uUMeHU. Jlaxke B moiympake
TeMHULBI Menucca yBHAENa €ro IYCTOW, OTPELICHHBIM B3NS4 W PAaBHOAYIIHOE JIUILIO.
BeTrpeTuBUMCh ¢ HEHM B3IUIAI0M Ha CEKYH]Ty, OH MOJIYa OTBEPHYJICS M YJIErCs Ha IOJL.

— Yto ¢ HUM Takoe? — 1menoToM cupocuia Jlucca, obpamrasce k ek u Benau.

— OH Bce BpeMsi Tak ce0sl BeJIeT C T€X CaMbIX MOpP, KaK OKa3ajcs 3/1eCh, — THUXO OTBETHUJIA
[leiimx. — Ero apy3eit younu y Hero Ha rias3ax... OH BUHUT ce0sl B UX rTH0eIu. IT0, KOHEYHO, KOTO
YTOJIHO BBIOBET U3 KOJIEH, HO MBI OU€Hb OECITOKOMMCS 33 HETO.

Jlucca omyctuna 1masa M OTOABHHYIAch OT pemerku. OHa 3Hana, 4TO JIEJI0 HE TOJBKO B
rubenu bunna u DHHHU, HO HE MOIIIa OOBSICHUTHCS ¢ JleHu B MPUCYTCTBUU TpuHIA. Tem Oomee E
TaKoW CUTyalllH, KOT/a Bce OBIBIIME Bparu okas3aiauch B ofHoi joake. Celiuac CaitMoH u 6€3 Toro
MOTPSICEH MPeaaTeIbLCTBOM (PpeilyinH, He3aueM HEPBUPOBATH €T0 €Ile CUIIbHEE.

— Kak Bac crona 3anecno? — crpocua [leimxk.

Jlucca He oTBETWJIa M MOBEpPHYNIACHh K NMpUHIY. OH BCE TaK K€ HEMOIBUXHO CHUJEI PSAOM C
HEH Ha MOJIy, YCTABUBIIMCh B OAHY TOUKY. [Ipocnenus 3a ero B3misigom, Menucca moHsia, 4TO OH
CMOTPHUT BCJIE] BapjoKaM, Ha JBEPb, BEAYIIYIO K BBIXOY U3 IMOA3EMETbS.

— CanMoH, — npomenTtana Jlucca, mpuaBUrasch K HEMY, U B3sula €ro 3a pyKy. — TbI B
nopsiake?

— Her, — pe3ko oTBETHII OH U TOTPSIC TOJIOBOM, CIIOBHO CTPSAXUBAs BOLY C BOJIOC. J[eBylka
OOHslJIa €ro W MOYYBCTBOBAJA, KaK MO ILEKE CKarwjiach clie3a, 3a Hel apyrad... Jlucca 3akpbuia
rJIa3a U pa3pblIanach.

— He nnaub, noporas, — BIOpyr mpousHecna BeHAM HENpPUBBIMHO HEXKHBIM U MATKUM
rojiocoM. — Bce o0pa3zyeTcsi.

MopeHa CKENTUYECKH XMBIKHYIIA.

— Hy-ny.
— Bort oH, TBO# W3BEYHBII TECCUMU3M, — 0€33]100HO0 mpoBopuana Jlucca, BEITUpas Ce3bl.
— 5l peanuct, — Bblmana MopeHa CBOM HEU3MEHHBIM OTBET, — W BCETO JIMIIb CTAPAOChH

TPE3BO CMOTPCTh HAa BCIIN.
— HY)KHO JIMIIIb XpaHUTH B CEPANC HAACKAY, — IMNPOHOJIKAJIA BGH)II/I, CJIOBHO €€ U HC



npepoiBain. — Hac o0s3aTenbHO cnacyr.

Bomapunaces Tunmna. Hukto e Bo3pasuin Benau. Bece monnmanu, 4To 3T0 6€CCMBICIEHHO —
YTO TOJKY CIOPUTH, NTaXK€ €CIM HAaJEIThCA ACHUCTBUTEIBHO HE Ha 4T0? TONbKO MaHWKY 3ps
nonauMarb. OgHako Menucca BCKMHYIA TOJOBYy M BHUMATEIIBHO MOcMOTpena Benau B miasza.
[IneHHMIIa rOBOpHUIIAa TAKUM TOHOM, CJIOBHO 3Haja YTO-TO, YETO HE BEIAJl HUKTO KPOME HEE.

Tyr BHuMaHue Menuccesl oT Benu oTBiekia cectpa.

— JIucca! — no3Bana oHa U3 TEMHOTHL. — YUTO y Bac nmpou30uuio?

— A y 1e0s? — oro3Basiack Menucca. OHa oOparuia BHUMaHHE, 4TO XeJleHa OeTa B TO ke
nJjaThe, B KOTOPOM Obuta yrpoM. — S Tak Gosutack, uTo Tebst yxxe younu! [louemy o1 He cOexana?!

— He ycnena. Kak TonbkO ThlI ynuia, KO MHE SIBUWIHCh JBOE BAapJIOKOB, CXBaTWUJIA MEHS U
Opocuiu croja.

— K Ham Toxe sBuincCh Bapioku. [loxoxe, Mbl HEBEpHO MOHSUIM WX IaH. S gymana, Bce
MPOU30MJIET HOUBIO, @ HE Cpelb Oerna JHs.

— IlocToM, Tak ThI 3HAEIIb, YTO MPOUCXOAUT?! — paccep:KeHHO BOCKIUKHYIT CaliMoH. bbuto
TPYIHO CKa3aTh, YTO UMEHHO €r0 Pa303JIMJI0 — OCBEAOMIIEHHOCTH JIucchl min ee HeopManbHOe
oOLIEHHE C KOPOJIEBOM, KOTOpasi, K TOMY e, Ha3Baja €€ HaCTOSLUMM UMEHEM.

— Mb1 00€e 3HaeM, — HErpoMko nojaina roioc Mopena. — Houbto MBI BeICTIEIUIIA DIEOHODY,
KOIJa OHa oTmnpaBuiachk B Bamemypruc, u noacnymanu ee pazropop ¢ ['appenom IIBapuem. Onu
TOTOBUJIM 3arOBOP MPOTHUB T€0S U KOPOJIEBHL. . .

— Ho nmouemy BBl HU4YEro HE pacckaszaiu MHe?!

— Kora mMbI BepHYIHCH BO JIBOPELL, I cpa3y Opocuiack T€0sl HCKaTh, — CTalla OIPaBAbIBATHCS
JIEKapKa, — HO ThI KaK CKBO3b 3eMJII0 TIpoBasiviIcsa! Sl oTnpaBuiachk B CBOKO KOMHATY, U TYT Thl CaM
aBuiicst Ko MHe. Ho 51 HU clloBa cka3arb He ycnena — npumuainach JIlncca. A 4To ObUIO Jajblie, Thl
caM 3Hacllb.

— A TBI 4TO cKaxens? — TpebdoBaTenbHO cipocusi CaitMoH y Menucch.

— Korma MbI nmpriexanu B 3aMOK, s TOIDIa K KOPOJIeBe. DJIeoHOpa cKazaia, YTO Mbl HY>KHbI UM
’KUBBIMH, a KOopoJieBa OyneT youTa. S xoTena mpeaocTepeys ee. . .

— Ho nmouemy ThI nomuia K HEM, a HE KO MHE?! — BO3MYTHJICS IPUHII.

— IloTomy uToO 5 ee cecTpa, — oTBeTHIIA 32 JInccy XerneHa.

CaiitmoH monua yctaBuics Ha Hee. KoponeBa cmoTpena npsMo eMy B miaza. [laysa ciumkom
3arsHynack. JIucca nepesena B3 ¢ CaliMoHa Ha cecTpy U 0OpaTHO Ha MPUHIIA.

— Ho 761 Besib 3Ha1 00 3TOM, BEpPHO? — HETPOMKO CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

— He 3Han, HO morajgpiBalicsi, — OYpKHYII MPUHI, OTOABUTAsACh OT pemeTku. — OHa Beab
HECIPOCTa XoTea pa3bickarh TeOs Bo BHemHeM mupe. OHa mochiiaia 3a TOOOW CaMbIX HaJACKHBIX
BaMnupoB. U ThI prcoBaia ee B CBoeM alibOoMme.

OH He cmoTtpen Ha Jluccy, nmoka ropopuwii. OHa OMYCTHJIACh HA KOJICHU PSAIOM C MPUHLIEM H
HEKHO MOBEPHYJIa €ro JUIOo K cede.

— MoxkeT, Teneph, KOTaa BCe KapThl PACKPHITHI, BbI MPUAETE K NMpuMUpeHuto? Bam Oolibiie
HET CMBbICJIa BPa)KJ0BaThb MEXJy cOOOHM, Tenepb Mbl BCE BMECTE 3allepThl 3/1€Ch, U y Hac oOume
Bparu!

CailMOH OTBETHUJ €i JTOJITUM 33 JyMUYUBbIM B3[JISIZIOM M, HAKOHEII, BBIMOJIBHI:

— Ts1 mpaBa. Muneau, s opUIIHATBHO 3a4BIISAI0, YTO CETOMHS MBI TOJOKUM KOHEIl JOJITHM
BpakJICOHBIM OTHOIIICHUSIM MEXK]Ty HaMH.

XeJleHa paccMesIach.

— JlaBali-ka OoCTaBUM 3TH LIEPEMOHUH, JagHO? Moenb 3BaTh MEHA NpOCTO XejeHou. B



KOHIIE KOHIIOB, sl BE€JIb HE HACTOSAIIAS KOPOJIEBa.

— UYro 3HaUUT «HE HacTosAmAsI»? — moAHs OpoBu CaiiMoH. JIncca mokocunachk Ha [lelmk u
Bennu n 3ameTuna, kak oHU nepenisiHynuch. Cyas mo BbeIpaxkeHHto nuia lleimk, ona cropaia ot
HETEPIEHUS YCIbIATh OTBET XEJIECHBI.

XeneHa MOMOPIIMIIACH U HEXOTS MepecKaszana Ty HCTOPUI0, KOTOPYIO YCIIbIIAIa OT HEE YTPOM
Menucca. Bee, kT0O Haxonwicsi B MOA3EMENbE, MPUTUXIN U 3aTauiau JbixaHue. CalilMOH CITyIan
BHUMATEIbHO, HE NepeOunBasi.

— DTO MHOTOE OOBACHSIET, — MPOU3HEC OH 3aJyMUHMBO, KOTJa OBbIBIIAS KOPOJIEBA 3aKOHUYMIIA
CBOM paccka3. — CIUIIKOM MHOTO BOIPOCOB M CIYXOB XOAMJIO BOKPYr CMEPTU Moero otna. Hukro
TOJIKOM H€ 3HaJjl, oT4ero oH ymep. Jlaxe s1. Teneps XoTst ObI MHE 3TO U3BECTHO.

— W 1ol HEe AepKUIlb 3714 HAa TeX, KTO YOuJ ero? — yauBJIeHHO cripocuia [leimxk.

— Her... MbI HUKOTIa HEe ObUTH CBSI3aHBI JPYT C IPYTOM, Kak HOpMaJibHbIE OTeIl U ChiH. boree
TOro — 51 ero HeHaBujed. OTHOIIEHUS MEXIy HaMH ObLIM YHUCTO JIeJIOBbIE — OH BEIb ObLI
KOpOJIeM, a sl €ro HacJeAHUKOM. S MoJbkeH ObUl 3aHSATh TPOH Mociie ero cMeptu. Ho mosiBuiiach
MUJIEIU U CIIacjia MEHS OT 3TOU yYacTH.

— VYwuactu? — mnonpHsina O6poBb Menucca. C Tex mop, Kak 3aTBOPHUIIBI paccKaszaiud el o
«MJIAIIEHBKOMY, OHA BCET/la CUUTAala, 4YTO OH PBAJICS HA MPECTOJ, a KOPOJIEBA yBeJIa BIACTh MPSIMO
y HEro u3-noj Hoca. JIncca ga)e 0T4acT »Kajesa MpUuHIA.

— Iloka ObUT )KUB KOPOJIb, 51 TOJIBKO U JIeal, YTO pa3BieKascs U TpaTUi CEMEMHOe 30J10TO Ha
yBeceJeHHus, — MoAcHUI CailMOH CMYIIEHHO. — YUTO s MOT CMBICJIMTh B YIIPABICHUH CTPAHOW?

— Sl cMbIcnuiia B 3TOM €Il MEHBIIE, YeM Thl, BeIb 5 U3 JIPYrOro MHUpa, — YCMEXHYIACh
XeneHa. — Ho MHE TOCTOSIHHO IMOMOTaJIN.

— Mmue 0wl TOoxe mnomoranu. O, MoBEpb, ObUIO MHOXKECTBO JKEIAIOIMMX OKa3aTh MHE
coaeiictBue! Ho B Takux Bompocax jar00asi HOMOIb MOXKET OKa3aThCsl JUBEPCUEH.

— 3a 4To e ThI TOT/Ia TAK HEHABU/JIET KOPOJIeBy? — yIUBIEHHO cripocuiia Menucca. CaiiMoH
3aKycHJI TyOy, CJIOBHO HE pEIasch OTBETUTh, U ATO HE3HAKOMOE JBIKEHHUE yauBWUio Jluccy eie
OoJbIIIE.

— MW3-3a Hee s momanm B JIOBOJIBHO TIIYMOE IMOJOXKEHUE, — CKOH(QYKEHHO MPOU3HEC
CaiiMmoH. — Hu aj1s1 KOro HE OBLIO CEKPETOM, UYTO KOPOJb CTap U B CKOPOM BPEMEHHU OTOMUJET B
MHUpP UHOU. SI TMPUBBIK OBITH OJHUM W3 IJIABHBIX JIMI[ CTpPaHbI, BeAb s ObUT HACJIETHUKOM TPOHA,
CIEIYIOIM MPABUTENIEM. A C MOSIBICHUEM MOJIOAOUW, CUIBHOW KOPOJIEBHI 5, IO CYTH, CTAJ HUKEM.
Jla, s HEe CIUIIKOM XOTeJ NPaBUTh CTPAHON, HO M OBITh y KOrO-TO Ha MOOETyIlKaX MHE HE
yabI0aIOCh. Sl MPUBBIK caM OTJAaBaTh MPUKA3bl, & HE BBIMOJIHSITH YyKHUE.

— Craso ObITh, I BCErO-HABCETO 3aJiej1a TBOIO TOPAOCTh, — YIBIOHYNIAach XeeHa.

— W nenaemnis 3TO cCHOBa NpsIMO ceiiuac, — oTo3Bajicss CailMOH ¢ HOTKOM yrpo3bl B TOJIOCE.

JIucca uckoca nistHyna Ha MopeHny, HaJesch, 4TO Ta MMOMOXKET €l yTuxoMuputh CaiiMOHa B
ciydae nepeOpanku. OpHako MopeHa cujena B CBOEM KaMepe HEMOABUKHO, CJIIOBHO B
OIICTICHEHWH, M, TOXOXE, MPOIYCTUJIa IMOCJIEAHIO YacTh pasroBopa. Ee B3miam Omyxaan Mo
MMOMEIICHUIO, ITOKA, HAKOHEI], HE OCTAHOBUJICS Ha KOPOJIEBE.

— Mopena? — no3Bana ee Jlucca. JIekapka He TOBEPHYJIACH K HEM.

— IIpocTo HE MOry moBepuTh, 4TO MOSI Marb >KMBA, — IPOU3HECIA OHA HAJITPECHYTHIM
TOJIOCOM.

— Mory xornma-HHOyb YCTPOUTH BaM BCTpPEUy, €CJIHM 3axXouelllb, — C BOOIYIIECBICHUEM
npeuioxkuaa XeaeHa, HUCKOJIBKO He 3a00TICh O TOM, YTO €/, BO3MOXKHO, HE CY)KJI€HO UCIOJIHUTD
CBOE OOeIIaHue.



Tyr XeneHa mnpepBanach — H3-3a TIOPEMHOM JBEPU BHE3AIMHO JOHECIUCH IMPUITTYIICHHbBIC
3ByKU. Bce IIIEHHUKY TOBEPHYIIN F'OJIOBBI B CTOPOHY BXOJa. 3a JIBEPBIO SIBHO YTO-TO MPOUCXOAMIIO:
CHBIIIAJIACH KaKas-TO HEBHATHAS BO3HS, 3BYKH YAapOB U PYTraHb.

JIBepb pacmaxHynach, U B MOMeEIlEHUE OyKBAJIbHO BBAJUJIMCH JIBOE IIMPOKOIICYMX KPEIKHUX
o0opoTHeil. OHU CTalbHOM XBAaTKOM JAEpXaju BBICOKOTO XyIOTO MYXKYHHY, KOTOPBIA YKOM
M3BUBAJICA B UX pyKax, OpbIKaJCs U OTYASTHHO pyrajicd Ha HEMOHATHOM si3bike. Heoxunanno Jlucca
¢ u3ymiieHueM y3Hana Cepxuo U €ro HECpaBHEHHBIN UCIIAaHCKHAM TOBOP.

OO0opoTHH OpOCHIM HOBOIO IUIEHHHKa B IYCTYHO KaMepy U YIAIWINCh, CEPOUTO
MEepEeroBapuBasiCh MEXK Iy COOOM.

— Cepxuo! — oxnuknyna Jlucca oubmuorekaps.

— Jlequ I'abpunnna?! — KoOJIyH MOACKOYMI K pelieTKe W B3BOJHOBAHHO BIVISJENCS B JIUIIO
JEBYILKH.
— Boo01e-to, ee 30Byt Jlucca, — cyxo nomnpasui ero CaliMOH U MOAHSUICS € noja. — YTo

ThI 3/1€Ch Jienaenb, Cepxuo?

— BbI camu Bce Buienu, Balie BbICOYECTBO, — OTO3BaICA TOT. — OHU MOMMAaIu MEHS. ..

— S umen B Buny He 3T0. Kakoro uepra oHu nocajauiau Teds croa’?

Cepxuo, ka3zanaock, ObuT 03aa4eH BonpocoM. OH 0oTBel mia3za oT kamepsl Jlucesl u CaiiMoHa,
CJIOBHO OTBET Ha BOIIPOC IPHUHIA SIBISUICA IMOCTBIIHOM TaWHOW, KOTOPYIO €MY HE XOTEJIOCh
OTKPBIBATh MPH BCEX.

— 5 Te0s ciymiaro, — HeTeprenuBo npousHec CaiiMoH.

— 41 xoten npobparbcs croAa, B TIOPbMY, — Hadaid Cepxuo HanpsHKeHHO. — S CIbIma, 4To
YTPOM apecTOBaIM KOPOJIEBY, MPUHIIA U OIHY U3 GpeisiuH. I mpOoCTO XOTeN YIOCTOBEPUTHCS, UTO C
BAMU BCE B MOPSIKE.

— C aamu — 310 ¢ kem? C «wieau I'abpusmioii»?! OTkyaa Tl BOOOIIE €€ 3HaeIlh?

Ton CalimoHa Menurcce HE MOHPABUIICS, U OHA peumia BMemarses. [100kuB pyku emy Ha
IUIEYH, OHA CUJION 3aCTaBUJIa IPUHIIA CECTh HA IOJL.

— A s Tebe pa3Be HE paccKa3blBasia? — BJOXHOBEHHO 3aJi0MOTajla OHA, CTapasich OTBIICUb

CailMOHa OT pEBHMBBIX MbICIEH. — S Kak-TO pa3 3axoAuya B TBOKO OMONMOTEKY, TaM Mbl U
MO3HAKOMMJIMCH. ThI k€ cam Jajl MHE KJIFOUM, YTOOBI S TyJsijia Mo 3aMKY, TOMHHUIIb?
— Ilomuro, — CallMOH 3aME€THO NPUCMHUPEN IOA HAmOpOM MJEBYIIKM W OTBEPHYICS OT

Cepxuo. — S He mymad, 4to TeOsi Bcephe3 MHTEpecyeT OnOInoTeKa.

— Hy, 51 e He 3Hala, e OKaXXyCh, OTKPBIB OUE€PEIHYIO JIBEPb.

ITonsB, uto CailMOH OKOHYaTelbHO Ycrokowics, Jlucca oOnerdyeHHo mepesenia Ayx. Bce
MOJYalau, U Ha KaKOoe-TO BPEMs BOLAPUJIOCH CHOKONCTBHUE, ONHAKO BCKOPE THUILMHY HAPYIIHIIO
TUXO€ TMOCalblBaHUE. YIHUBIEHHAas Menucca MOBEPHYIA TOJIOBY B Ty CTOPOHY, OTKYyIa OHO
JOHECJIOCh, U OOHapyxuia, 4To MopeHa MpecrnoKOWHO CIUT, CBEPHYBUIMCH B KIYyOOUEK Ha IMOIY
CBOEU KaMepBl.

— MpI ke He crajii BCKO HOYb, — BCMOMHMIIA Jlucca W TyT TOJIBKO MOYYBCTBOBAja, UYTO U
caMma 0e3ymMHO yctana. CTOUJIO € 3TO MOHATh, KaK rjas3a TYT K€ CTalu CIUMaThCS.
— 4, moxainyii, TOXe IMOCIUII0 HEMHOIO0, — OHA 3€BHYJa W YIeNIach Ha NbUIbHBIM MOJI,

MTOJIOKHUB TOJIOBY HA PYKH.
CaitMOH MoJTya MPUJIBUHYICS K JIEBYIIKE U, CHSIB C c€0s YepHBIN KaM30JI, OCTOPOKHO HaKPbUI
ee. JIncca 3akppuia 1i1a3a ¥ MTHOBEHHO ITPOBAJINIIACH B COH.
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Menuccy pa30Oyaui JeTKui mopox rae-To coBceM psanoM. OHa OTKpbhUIa I1a3a U 00HApYXKHIIa,
yro CalilMOH CHJUT, MPUCJIOHUBIIMCH CIMHOW K JBEPU U BBHITSIHYB Mepea cOoOOW MpaByl0 pPYyKy
JAJOHBIO BOEPEN. DTOT KECT KUBO HANOMHUI Menucce KapTHHKY M3 MPOUUIOTO0 — MPHUHI] B
CTapOMOJHBIX OACKIAX CTOUT HA JIECHOM MOJISIHKE U CTPEJSAECT OTHEHHBIMU IIApaMH B JIEPEBO.

— Uem 3TO THI TYT 3aHUMACUIbCSA? — IIENOTOM MOWHTEpecoBajach AeBylka. CailMOH
B3JPOTHYJ U OITYCTHJI PYKY.

— DTHU KaMepbl NPEIHAZHAUYCHBI 11 COAEPAKAHUS JTIOJEH, & HE MAaroB, — OTO3BAJICA OH TOXE
IEIOTOM. — A 3HAUMUT, CTEHbI HE 3allMIICHbl HUYEM, KpOME COOCTBEHHOW MpodHOCTH. Ecnm,
KOHEYHO, UX €IlIE HE YCIIEJIN YKPEIUTh. ..

— W 1B mblTaembes pa3duTh cTreHy maruei? — oxpymimia miaza Jlucca. — Tel XoTh
npeacTaBiselb, Kakoi TyT OyaeT B3pbiB? Hac ke Bcex 3aBajiuT KaMHsIMU !

— Jla HuYero s He MBITalOCh, — oTMaxHylIca CailMoH. — [IpocTO MpPeAnoNnoXui, 4To 3TC
BO3MOKHO.

— Bo3MOxkHO... TOIBKO €Ciy HE OCTAHETCS IPYroro BbIXOA.

— A ero u HeT, — OypKHYJ MPUHIL ce0e Mo HOC.

— W KT0 ele u3 Hac NeCCUMUCT, — Pa3qaJiCsi BOPWIMBBIN TOJIOC U3 COCETHEN KaMEpHI.

Oxka3zaniocb, MopeHa TOX€ HE CIIUT U BHUMATEJIbHO PUCITYILIMBAETCS K pa3roBopy.

— 4 peanuct, — nepenpasnui aekapky CaiiMoH. Ta XMBIKHYIIA.

— A modemy Thl HE MOXENb BCKPBITh 3aMOK CBOeW Marmen? — crnpocuna Jlucca. —
[ToMHUTCA, 1BEph MOEH CHTAJILHU Thl OY€HB JIOBKO OTKpPhIBaI!

— Jlymaenib, s He TIbITANICA?! DTH 3aMKH 3alMIICHBI OT B3JIOMA, IPUYEM 3AIMILEHBI SIBHO HA
COBECTb.

Jlucca 0OpeueHHO B3/I0XHYIIA.

— Co MHOUW 4TO-TO mnpousonuvio, — ckazain CauMoH ¢ nocagou. — J[Hem, Korma Hac
CXBAaTHUJIH, 51 HE CMOT IPUMEHUTH CBOU CITOCOOHOCTH.

— To1 Xouenb ckazath, 4TO TBOSI Marus BOOOIIE He paboTaeT? — yrounuia MopeHa.

JIucca nepeBena B3I C IPUHIIA HA JIEKAPKY, HE 3HAs, YTO €€ OOJbIle MOKUPYET: TOT (PaKT,
YTO TPHUHI] JUIIAJICS CBOUX IIAMAHCKUX CHUJI, WJIM HECKPhIBAEMBIA y)Kac B Ila3zax OeccTpaliHon
MopeHsl.

— PaboraeT, HO Kak-TO HenpaBuiIbHO, — CaliMOH CHOBa BBICTABWJI PYKY BIIE€pe]l, HO HUYETQ
HE NPOU301UIO0.

— Kak Takoe Bo3M0xkHO? — THX0 cipocuia JIucca, crapasich yHITh IPOXKb B TOJOCE.

— Jlnma npumeHeHHUs OOJBIIMHCTBA CIOCOOHOCTEM MHE TpeOyroTCcs oOmpe/eaeHHbBIC

MBICJICHHBIC YCUJIUSA U COCPENOTOYEHHOCTb, — IMOSICHWJ MPUHL. — BuUIMmMo, UX-TO MHE U HE
XBAaTUJIO JHEM, YTOOBI BHIPBATHCS U CIIACTH HAC.
«Heyouseumenvno, — noaymana Menucca. — Bedb mul 6vi1 nompsicen u pacmepsu. Huxkmo 6

MAKOM COCMOAHUU HE CMOMCEM COCPEOOMOYUMBED).

— B Takom cirydae, BOJIHOBAaTbCS HE O 4eM, — cKa3zasna MopeHa ¢ capkazMoM. — Kak TOJIbKO
TBO€ HACTPOEHHE MMOJTHUMETCSI, CUITBI BEPHYTCSL.

K Bsmemy obneryenuto Jlucesl, yxac ucue3 U3 mia3 Jiekapku. CaliMOH UIyTKY HE OLIEHHJI —
OH METHYJ Ha MOpEeHyY CepIUTHIN B3TJIS U OTBEPHYJICS OT HEE.

— Kak xe s coxaner, — cKaszajg OH, HU K KOMY B OCOOEHHOCTHM HE oOpamasch, — 4TO



HUKOTJIA HE TIPOSIBIISUT JOHKHOTO YCEPAUs B PA3BUTHUU CBOMX CIIOCOOHOCTEH. Bo3MoxHO, eciin Obl
HE MOS JIEHb, MBI HE OKa3aJIMCh OBl Ceiuac B TAKOM TTOJIOKEHUH.

Ha ceii pa3 Mopena Bo3aepkajiach OT KOMMEHTapHeEB, XOTs ObUIO BHAHO, YTO Mapoyka
SA3BUTENBHBIX 3AMEUaHUM TaK U BEPTUTCS Y HEE Ha s3bIke. Menrcca nornaauna CailMoHa no mieyy.

— A 4TO ¢ HamMu BOOOILE cOOMparOTCs caenarb? — OCBEJOMUJIACh OHA 4Yepe3 HEKOTOpOe
BpEMsl, PEIIMB CMEHUTh TEMY. DTOT BOINPOC HE JaBaj €l MOKOS C caMOro Hadaja, HO OHa HeE
pemanace 3a/1aBaTh €ro, 00sCh TOTO, YTO MOXET YCIBIIIATH B OTBET.

— BeposiTHO, yObIOT, — moxai miedamu CaliMoH.

— U TBI roBOpHIIL 00 3TOM TaK CIIOKOMHO?! — Bo3myTHiack Jlucca.

— Sl cmepTu He O0toCch. MeHs npeaiu Te, KoMy sl Bepuil. YTO MOXKET OBITh XyKe?

— Bce obOpasyetcs, — HerpoMKo mojasna rojoc Benu.

— IloueMy TBI B 3TOM Tak yBepeHa? — pe3ko obepHyics k Hedt CaiitMoH. — YTo, uepT
BO3bMH, T€O€ U3BECTHO TAKOTO, O YEM HE 3HaeM MBI? MOKET, MOICITHIILCS ?

— Hwuuero ocobeHHOro MHE HE HM3BECTHO, — TYMaHHO OTBeTHW/a JieBymika. — I[IpocTo
MPEIYyBCTBUE.

— Hawm ceityac coBceM He 10 MPEIUyBCTBHM, — IPYCTHO B3AoxHYnIa Menncca. — Ham HyxHa
yBepeHHOCTb. [Ilanc. [IyTh Kk criacenuto.

— IIpoctH, HO 3TOTO A NPEATOKUTH HE MOTY.

— 3Haro... S mpocTo xouy, 4TOOBI BCE KaK-TO pa3pelmioch camo 1o ceode.

[TocTeneHHO 3alEBENMIIMCh M OCTaJbHbIE IJIEHHUKHU. KakIplii Mo odepenu IMOCEeToBal Ha
AKECTKOCTh M0JIa, U BCE JPYKHO ChIMAIU MPOKJISITUIMU B aJIpeC THOPEMIIMKOB.

OnHako yxe K 00efy pyraTeiabCTBa y BceX UCCAKIN. [[MeHHNKH 3aTUXJIM U TPUYHBUIH.

CaliMOH MoJI4a paccMarpuBajil CTEHY OCTAHOBUBIIMMCS MYCThIM B3IIsAI0M. JIncca MHOTOE Obl
oTJajia, 4TOObI Y3HaTh, O UEM OH JYMAeT B 3TOT MOMEHT — TakK 0e3y4acTHO, 0€3 TEHU 3MOLUN Ha
OomemHOM JUIle. Y HEe caMOoM K€ He ObUIO IPYruX MPEeAMETOB ISl Pa3MBIIUICHUN, KPOME yKACHOTO
noCTynkKa (peiIuH U TOro, Kak OHM OOOIUIUCH CO CBOMM MPHUHIIEM, C TEM, Yy YbHUX HOT PaHBIIE
CTEJIUJINCh KOBPUKOM M3 3MEMHOM KOXKU. A BeIb OH Tak UM noBepsut! JIncca npokivHana ceds 3a
TO, YTO HE YCIIENA €T0 MPEIYNPEAUTD, TPEAOCTEPEYD. . .

3a BCeMHU CBOMMHM MBICIISIMU OHA HE 3aMETHJIa, KaK TMJICHHUKU HACTOPOKHUIIUCH U TONAIUCH
Briepea, Kk pemerkaMm. OuyHynack Menucca, TOJBKO YCHBIIAB MPOTSDKHBIM CKPUI  JIBEPU.
OOepHYBIIMCH, OHA YBUJENA, KAK KTO-TO OCTOPOKHO 3arJIIHYJI B IOMEILCHUE.

— Openb? — u3ymIeHHO BOCKIUKHYN Cepxno. Jlucca yBunena, kak Haxmypuiicss CaiMoH. B
MO/IBAJI TEM BPEMEHEM KPaJy4HCh MO-KOIAYbU BOIIUIA HEBHICOKAS JIEBYIIKA C TEMHBIMH BOJIOCAMH,
3aIIETEHHBIMU B JIB€ KOPOTKHE Kocuuku. OneTa oHa OblIa B 3aMBI3TaHHYIO pyOaxy, TpyObIil KUJIET
Y IIUPOKUE MYXCKHeE IITaHbl. JIucca BUaena 3Ty JEBYILIKY BIEPBBIE.

— Kak TbI ctozia nomana?

JleByllka mpucena Ha KOPTOUYKU y kaMepbl Cepxuo.

— 1 BBIKpaJia KJI0Y y OXpaHbl, MOTOM MOJIOKY 00paTHO MOTUXOHBKY, — TOPOIUIUBO CKa3alia
oHa. — MHe mpoCcTO HYKHO OBLIO YAOCTOBEPUTHCS, UTO ¢ TOOOM BCE B MOPSIJIKE.

— B&I 4T0, Tak OJM3KO 3HAKOMBI? — TOJOOOMBITCTBOBA MPHUHIL. DJeib MOAHAIa HAa HEro
YAUBJICHHBIA B3IJISI], CJIOBHO JUIsl Hee ObLJI0O HOBOCTHIO, YTO OH TOXKE 3aTO4EH B 3TOM TemHuIle. OHa
HE TpUceNia B PEBEPAHCE WIJIM KHUKCEHE, KaK 3TO JIeJlalid BCE AEBYIIKH BO JBOpPILE, & TPALIMO3HO
nokjoHunach CaliMoOHY.

— Kak onu B0OOIIIE MOV MO3HAKOMUTHCA?! — u3ymieHHO ¢bIpkHy1a MopeHa, naxe He
MOTPYAUBIIMCH MOHU3UTD I0JIOC. — XPAHUTENIb KOPOJIEBCKOM OMOIMOTEKH U TTOMOIIHUIIA KOHIOXA!



3aMeTHB, KaK Ipu 3TUX cioBax cmyruics Cepxuo, Menucca nocnenmsmia BMEMATHCS.

— Mup TeceH, a 3TOT 3aMOK — TeM Oosiee. Bam pa3Be He HHTEPECHO y3HATh, UYTO TBOPUTCSA 34
npeaeaaMu TIOPbMBbI? !

— TwI mpaBa, — kuBHYN CaliMOH Y B3IVISIHYJ Ha D/IEIb.

— Tam mnponoikaeTcsi MepeBOpoT, — CIOKOWHO, 0€3 AMOUMM OTBeTWJAa JIEBYIIKA. —
BeudepoMm cocroutcs kopoHanusa rpada brnaacrteiiHa. A moToM, MOXOXe, OH BBIE3XKAET CO CBOEH
CBHATOW Ha OXOTY: HAaM NMPUKA3AJIM K HOYX IMOATOTOBUTH JIBEHAAATh CAMBIX JTYUIIMX JOMAIAEH.

— SlcHo, — 3akaruina miaza Mopena. — brajcteiiH KOpoHyeT caMm cels, a ero Jru300JIH0/IbI
OyayT 1eNI0BaTh €My HOru !

— OxpaHa 3TOi TIOPbMBbI YCUJIIUTCS C 3aBTPAIHET0 yTpa, — MPOJ0IDKaAIA DETb.

— 3Ha4uT, cpazy yomBarh Hac He coOuparoTcs, — 3aayMuuBo npousHec Carimon. — Torma s
COBCEM HUYETO HE MOHUMAar0. J[J1s1 4ero UM TaKo€ KOJWYECTBO MIIEHHUKOB B OA3EMENBE?

— 4, xaxercs, 3Har0, Ui 4€T0, — CKaszana XeneHa. — byaeT eme onHa oxoTa, Belb Cpeau
HAaC €CTh JIIOIH.

— IIpexparu! — paccepaunace Menncca. — Tbl TOBOPUIIL COBCEM KaK. ..

— ...BaMIIUp, — 3aKOHYMJIA 3a Hee ObIBIIas Koposesa. JIucca nmpukycuna s3bik. o cux mop
OHAa HE Yycmena 3aAymarbcs O Cyap0e cBoel cecTphl, OOpalleHHOW B KJIBIKACTOTO MOHCTPA,
HYXJAIOLIETOCA B KPOBABOM IPOIUTAHUMU.

— Ecam oxpaHy yCUJIST ¢ 3aBTPAIHETO JHS, 3HAYUT, CETOHS HOBOMCIIEYEHHBIN KOPOJIb OyeT
OXOTUTHCS HE HA HAac, — c obseryeHnuem npodopmorana Ileimx.

— Crapumi KOHIOX KpPaeM yxa IJe-TO CJIBIIAJ, YTO B CETONHAIIHEN OXOTE MPUMYT Y4acTHE
HECKOJIBKO JIIOAEH, CIIEHHAIbHO JTOCTABIEHHBIX MO MpUKa3y brajcreiiHa U3 BHEIIHETO MUpa BYEPA
HOYBIO.

— OHU MOXUTUIIU JIFOJEH MPOCTO TaK, 0€3 MPUUYUHBI? — BbITapanmiachk [len k.

— A yero TbI oxugana? — cepauTo oreetwina e XeneHa. — Iloka st ObL1a y BIACTH, CTAPbIE
3aKOHBI JIEpXKalu WX B y3/e. Temepp k€ UM HUYTO HE MOMEIIAET TBOPHUTH OECHOPAIKH U BO
BHEIIHEM MUPE, U B HAILIEM. ..

— Korga moit orenr emie ObLT )KKMB M B 3paBOM yM€, BaMIIMPbl OJHAXKIbI BBIIUIH H3-TIOI
KOHTpOJIs,, — BcOMHMI CaliMOH. — OHHU YCTPOMJIM OXOTY Ha MOJIOAYIO JIEBYIIKY, KOTOPYIO KTO-TO
13 TPUIBOPHBIX NOXUTHI U3 KPEMOCTHOTO MOCENEHHUS JIoAeH. J[eBylIKy BCKOpPE HAIIUIM... BEPHEE,
TO, 4TO OT Hee ocTajoch. B miyOmHe jeca, yTo Hemonmajieky oT Bammnupuu, oOHapyXuim ee
oOrogaHHble OcTaHKH. 1103ke BBIICHUIIOCH, UTO, MPEXKIAE YEM YOUTh, BAMIIMPBI IOYTHU BCIO HOYb
€€ HaCUJIOBAJIH.

— Kommap, — npomentana Jlucca. CaitMOH OOHSIT €€ OMHOM PYKOM, a Jpyroil mpoBe 1Mo ee
BOJIOCaM, CJIOBHO ycriokauBas. OqHako Menuccy 3To COBEPIIEHHO HE YCITIOKOUJIO.

— Te BaMmupsbl ObUIH KECTOKO HaKa3aHbl, — XOJOAHO Mpou3Hecna XeneHa. — Mcropuu o0
ATOM HAKa3aHUMU XOIAT B HAPOAE IO CHX IMOp. JTHX K€, KOTOPBIE CEWYac JOPBAIKCH JI0 BIIACTH,
Kapath HekoMy. OHM caMu ce0e 3aKOH.

Bonapunacse Tspkenas THIIMHA.

— Tebe Hao yxonuTth OTCrOAa, — MpOoU3HEC, HaKoHel, Cepxuo, oopaiasich kK Jnens. — Ecnu
TeOs TyT MOWMAIOT. ..

— S 3Haro0, — mepeduia ero AeBymKa. — YTo Obl HM CIYyYHIIOCH, IOMHU: 5 BCEHM TYIOHM C
TOOOM.

Ona noAHsIach BO BECh POCT U, HE 000paYMBasCh, BHIIILIA U3 MTOABAJIA.

Jlo Beuepa Bce 00cyxaanu ycanplmanHoe. CallMOH TSDKEJIO epeKUBaIl TPOUCXOSILEE B 3aMKE.



OH He mpUHUMAJ y4acTusl B Pa3roBOpPE, TOJBKO MPUCITYIIMBAJICS, 4 KOIA TOPAYAE OUCKYCCHHM Ha
TEeMY TOTO, YTO XK€ OyJeT MajbIlle, HEeMHOTO MOYTHXJIH, OTPY3WICS B TIIYOOKYIO 3alyMUHUBOCTH U
OO0JIBIIE YK€ HE TPOPOHUIT HU CIIOBA O CaMOW HOYH.

Korma Hebo 3a peleTkoi cTajio acliUAHO-YEPHBIM, MMOJOBHUHA IJICHHUKOB yxke cnana. Jlucca
ylemack rojgoBol Ha koysieHM CakimMoHa. Eii cOBceM HE XOTENOCh cHarb, MO3I pa3phIBAICS OT
TPEBOKHBIX MbIcTeN. K Tomy ke KelnyIok ¢ camoro yrpa 0oJiesl OT T0J10/1a — CETO/IHSI HECYACTHBIM
IUICHHUKAaM HE MPUHOCUIIN €11y.

3akpsIB I1a3a, Menurcca moayBCTBOBAJIA, KaK KPYKUTCS rojioBa. CaiMOH MOJIOKWII PYKY €1 Ha
IIJIeY0, HO BCE Tak e Moyrda. Eif oueHb X0Ten0Ch, YTOOBI OH MPOU3HEC XOTh CIOBO, CKa3all € 4To-
HUOY/IB XOpolree, ycrokanBaroliee. Ho HeT... mpuHII JTUIb B3JI0OXHYII U MOTJIAIAI €€ TI0 PYKE.

Korma Menucce Bce ke ynaioch 3aIpeMarb, €l mpucHWiIcA coH. OHa CTOsUla Ha MPavyHOU
MOJISTHE TTOCPEIM HE3HAKOMOTO JIECa U CMOTpENa B TEMHOTY. Eif Ka3anock, 4TO MEXIY AEPEBbIMH,
B NIyOMHE HOYHOTO Mpaka, CBETSTCS JBa OesbIX OroHbka. JIucca 10 6oiu B mia3zax BIISIBIBAIACH B
TEMHBIH JIEC, HO OTOHbKHU TO-MPEKHEMY ObUTM Ha MECTE M HUKYIa He ucue3anu. OHU MOCTENEHHO
CTAHOBUJIMCH BCE 0OJIbIIE U OOJBIIE, CIOBHO K HEH JIETENH JIBa CBETJIsIUKa. BOT, HAKOHEl, OTOHBKH
NOJIJIBUIN COBCEM OJM3KO M McYe3au. Mennccy 3To mo4eMy-To ucmyraino. Ei kazanock, 4To 3TH
OTOHBKM 03HAYaroT JJI1 HEE YTO-TO XOPOIIEE.

KycTel Ha OKpawHe MOJSHBI, KaK pa3 TaM, [J€ UCYE3JIM [IBA IApUKa CBETA, 3AILCBEIIMIUCH.
Jlucca 3aranna JIpIXaHWE U HACTOPOKUIAcCh. M3 KyCTOB HEOKUJIAaHHO MOSBUJIMCH J[Ba YEJIOBEKA B
CBETJIBIX ofiekax. JKeHIlMHa U My)XYuHa, 00a JJIMHHOBOJIOChIE OJOHAWHBI, U Y 000MX CTpaHHBIE
cBeTsImecs masa... Jlucca BOpyr BCIIOMHWIIA, YTO YK€ BUJENA 3Ty NApOUYKY JAaBHBIM-IABHO, IO
nopore u3 Bamnupuu. ITo ObUIM T€ camble 37b(bl, KOTOPHIX MPHUHI] OTHYCTHJI U KOTOPbIE
MOMEHTAJIbHO CKPBUINCH B HEU3BECTHOM HAIPABIICHUH.

— MBbI npuLIK CIacTy Bac, — MEJOJUYHBIM I'OJIOCOM MPOU3HECHA )KEHIMHA-3JIb ().

Jlucca xoTena el OTBETUTH, HO TYT €€ Illa3a caMHU COOOM 3aKPBUIMCh M OTKJIOYHIICS CITYX.
Korma oHa, HakoHeI], CMOIJIa pa3JIeMUTh BeKH, TO OOHAPYXKHUJIA, YTO CHOBA JICKHUT HA MOJY CBOEH
KaMepbl U YIUPAECTCS B3INIALIOM B YHBUIBIM KaMEHb CTEHbL. BOKpYr cCibliancs IIENOT APYrux
NJIEHHUKOB. B mojBasie ObU10 HE TEMHO, KaK OOBIYHO, & CTOSJI JIETKUN MOJyMpaK, CIOBHO KTO-TO
BKJIFOUMJI TYCKJTYIO JIAMIIOUKY.

JIucca cena m yBupmena CaliMOHA, KOTOPBIM, CTOS BO BECh POCT M YXBaruBIIMCh 3a
METAJJINYECKUE NPYThsl [BEPU, CMOTPEN B LEHTP MOMEIICHUs, TAe OJIEKJIO0 CBETHJIHChH [IBa
HEOOIBIIMX OTOHBKA.

Menucca nepesena B3 Tyaa U obomiena. [locpenu TIOPEMBI CTOSIIA T€ caMbl€ 3Tb(bI U3
€€ CHa, IPUYEM HE IIPOCTO CTOSUIM, A ONMYCTUBIIMCH HA KOJICHU M CKJIOHUB IrOJOBbL. B pykax y HUX
ObUTM CMHEBAThIE CBETSIMECS (POHAPUKHU, TOXOKHUE HA €JI0YHbBIE UTPYIIKH.

— Ilpuniecca Jlunuan, — npousHec MEJIOAUYHBIM TOJIOCOM MYXYUHA-3Jb(]). — MBI y3HaAIH,
YTO Bbl HAXOJAUTECH 3/1€Ch, U MPUIIUIA 32 BAMH.

Jlucca He moHsIIa, K KOMY OH oOpamaercs. OcTaibHble MJICHHUKHU, MO-BUIAUMOMY, TOXKE.
CaiiMOH B3BOJTHOBAHHO OCMOTPEJICS IO CTOPOHAM.

— 4l 3nana, yTo BEI MeHA HIeTe. .. He 3Hana nump, Kak JaBHO.

Menucca B HeoyMeHnH 00epHYIach Ha roJioc.

— Benan?!

Ta memenHo nmoBepHynach K Hel, u JIucca Tonbko Torga oOparuia BHUMaHWEe Ha TO, YeTO He
3ameyvana paHblie: y Benau Obutn Takue ke, Kak y 3Jb(oB, ciierka packochle Iiaza ¢ MylIMCThIMU
PECHULIAMM.



— Yto BCe 3TO 3HAYUT?

CaitmMoH, oueBUJIHO, TOHsT Oomnbie, yeM Jlucca. OH Toxke TOBepHYICS K Benmu u c
YBaKCHUEM MPOU3HEC:

— Iloknon Beiciemy Caery.

— Iloxnon Beicmeir Teme, — oro3Banach Ta, kuBas. [loxoxke, 3TO OBUIO YTO-TO BpOJE
MEKHAIIMOHAJIBHOTO MPUBETCTBUS IJ1aB TOCYIapCTB.

— Ilocroii... Ter — mpunHuecca?! — Ilelx, BeITapalMB I71a3a, CMOTpesia Ha Benau cHusy
BBEPX, CU/IS HA MOJIY KAMEPBL.

— Jla, — ckpomHO ynbeiOHynach Benau, u Jlucca oco3Hana, 4TO BIEpBbIE BHAMUT, KaK 3Ta
JEBYIIKA YIIBIOAETCSI.

— Moe nacrosimiee umsi — Jlunman Hoa Jlon u3 nuHactum Meccenb, U 1 — Oymyias

kopoJsieBa Illaiina. MHoOro mecsieB Ha3aja s TallHO OTIIpaBWJIach Croa, B MuJHAWT, 4TOOBI
MOTOBOPUTH ¢ TipuHIleM Ban Mopranom. OduiinaibHblii BUBUT HAHECTH S HE MOIJIA, TaK KaK 3TOrO
He xoTenu Mou poautenu. K Tomy ke, eciu Obl s B OIMHOYKY OTKPBITO SIBUJIACHh CIO/Ia B KAUe€CTBE
Mocja-MUPOTBOPIIA, MHE Obl U IIary CTYUTh HE Jaju.

— DTO yK TOYHO, — B310XHYJ CanMOH.

— Ho 510 npuHna s Tak u He goOpanach... B ciiydailHON CThIUKE C MIAMAHOM S JIMIIUJIACE
CBOMX MAarM4eCKUX CHUJI U HE CMOIJIA 1a>KE€ BEPHYTHCS TOMOW. MHE NMPUIIIIOCH CTark 3aTBOPHULIEH U
CKpBIBaThCsl HapaBHE ¢ JoAbMHU. Ho MeHs, moxoxe, BhICIEIUIIN, HHAUYe HE TOJ0Calii Obl BEIbMY,
KOTOpasi BTEpjach KO MHE B JIOBEPHUE C IEJIbI0 YOETUTHCS, YTO s NEUCTBUTENBHO MpHUHIIECCA, a
MOTOM BbIJaTh MEHSI.

— Crety momociaii MO MOEMYy NpUKa3zy, — CO3Hajllach XesieHa. — EW mpuaymanu
yOeIMTENBHYIO JIETEHIy U JaXKe pa3birpajii MCUE3HOBEHUE €€ JIpyra, sSIKOObI MOMAaBIIETOCS B PYKH
OXOTHHKOB.

— Tak BOT mouemMy OHa HE XOT€JIa TOBOPUTH CO MHOU, — Mpou3zHec CalMOH € 10caaon. —
Ona yxe paborana Ha TeOs!

— ThlI ee Toxke 3Haelb? — yAuBUIIACh XEJIECHA.

— $] 3maro ee ormna.

— Bort Tonpko y Cremnbl-JlagHbl Bce MONUIO HE TaK, Kak IUIAHUPOBAJIOCh, — 3aMeTHJIa
JIucca.

— OTuero ke, Mo-MoeMy, BCE MOJy4rI0Ch, — Bo3pasuina Benau. — [lycts oHa HarpaBuiia Ha
HaC OXOTHUKOB, HE MMPOBEPUB BCE JI0 KOHIIA, HO, B UTOT€, OHU JOOWJIUCH HY>KHOTO PE3yJibTaTa.

— W 3T0 mOABOIUT HAC K MIPUUYUHE, IO KOTOPOU Thl HUKOT/IA HE paccKasbiBaja HaM o cede, —
ckazaina [lenmk. — Twl HaM He HOBEpsLIIA.

— JloBepue Tyt BoBce HH Npu yeM, — ckaszan CailMoH. — B koponesctBe Mpaka naxe )
CTEH €CTh yIIIM. A MHOT/Ia U Ia3a B Ipuayvy.

— HWmeHHO Onaromapsi STUM yIllaM W IJla3aM s pa3y3Halla MHOXXECTBO BeElle, — KUBHYJA
Bennu. — Tak, HanmpuMep, MHE CTajl0 U3BECTHO O TBouX, CaliMOH, HEOOBIYHBIX CITIOCOOHOCTSX U
CMEIIAHHOM IPOUCXO0XKIACHHMU.

— OT KO0ro € Thl MOIJIa 3TO y3HaTh? Kpyr MOCBSIIEHHBIX B 3Ty TallHy ObLI OYEHb U OYEHD
y30K. He roBopst y»xe 0 ToM, 4TO OOJNBIIMHCTBA U3 HUX JABHO HET B )KUBBIX.

— V¥ 3716¢)0B cBoU criocoObl J0OBIBaTh MH(POpPMaIINIO, — BMEMIATIACh KEHIMHA-3Jb(]. — DTO
0COOEHHOCTH Halllel pachl M YacCTh HAIIMX MAarM4eCKUX CITIOCOOHOCTEH.

— Tenepsp BbI Bce 3HaeTe, — pas3Bena pykaMu Benan. — bosblie cKppIBaTh MHE HEUETO.

— A 3adeMm Bce-Taku Te0e Hy)XeH ObUT 17 — mouHTepecoBajcs CaliMoH.



— S xorema mompoOoBark yOemuTh TeOs MpEeKpaTuTh HaOerd Ha HaM MPUTPAHUYIHBIC
AIepeBHU. Bapnoku pazopsui MmoceleHus, yOuBaJM MHUPHBIX >kutTenei... [lotom, yxe Oymyuu
3aTBOPHHUIIEH, 51 BBISICHUIIA, 4TO B Jpendyn-xomie 06 3ToM BapBapCcTBE HUUETO HE 3HAIIU.

CaiiMoH 3a1yMurBO KMBHYJ. Ero siBHO HE 00pasoBasio ouepeHOe OOCTOSATEIHCTBO, O KOTOPOM
OH HE 3HaJl.

MyxuuHa-3716() HETPOMKO KalUISHYJ, HAIIOMUHAsl O CBOEM MPUCYTCTBUU.

— MBI IpUIILTHA, YTOOBI MOMBITATHECA OCBOOOAUTH Bac, MPUHIIECCA.

Menucca uckoca nocmotpena Ha Benau. Uto, ecnu ceityac 35ib(Gbl KAKUM-HUOY/Ib YyJI€CHBIM
oOpa3oM 3a0epyT CBOIO MPHUHIIECCY M HCYE3HYT, a OCTAJIbHBbIE TJIEHHUKH OCTAHYTCS 3/1eCh Ha
pacTep3aHue BaMIIUpaM U3 3amMKa?

— Mensa? — Benau omisienach no cTopoHaM. — A Kak ke oHU? S He MOTy OCTaBUTh 37ECE
CBOUX Apy3eit!

— MBpBI MOXeM CIacTu BceX, — OTBeTHI 21b(). — Hano Toiapko mpuayMars, Kak 3TO CIENATh.

— A Kak BbI C10J1a NONAJIA? — MOJIFOOOIBITCTBOBAJIA XeJeHa.

— MBI IpONUTN CKBO3b CTEHY, — OTO3BaJIach Ab(UIIKa.

— Ho Teneppb 3TH CTEHBI HE BBITYCKAaIOT HAac 00paTHO, — A00aBWI MyXuuHa-3Jb(. — 1o
BCEU BUJMMOCTH, OHHM 3aKOJIIOBAaHBI TAKUM 00pa30M, YTOOBI CHISIIHE 3/1€Ch TIJICHHUKHA HE CMOTIIH
MOJIY4YUTH IOMOIIb U3BHE.

— ScHo, — drIpKkHYTa MOpeHa Tak TUXO0, YTO €€ YCJbIanu Toiabko Jlucca ¢ CaitmoHOM. —
SI-To mymana, OHU SIBUJIMCh, YTOOBI BHITALUTH HAC OTCIOJIA, @ OHU Ja)Ke HE 3HAIOT, KaK 3TO CAENaTh.

— 3ato g 3Har, — 3agBui1 CaliMOH.

— ThoI 3HaeMB, KaK HaM OTCIOJIa BHIOPAThCs? — U3YMJIEHHO Tepecnpocuia Jlucca. — Yx He
XOYEIIb JIU Thl BCE-TaKU pa30UTh CTEHY?

— BepHo, — mpuUHI] HOBBICHI T'0JIOC, YTOOBI BCE €ro Clblmaiu. — VMIMEHHO 3TO s U HaMepeH
caenarb. TOIbKO cpa3y pa3OuBarh CTEHY s He Oymy. Sl Mory pacIuiaBUTh ABEPh KaMEPhl HAPOTUB,
Y TOTJA...

— 1 BBINAY OTCIOZIA M OTOIIPY BCE OCTAJIbHBIE KaMEPhL, — IMOAXBAaTHIIA XEJIEHA, CUICBIIAs KAK
pa3 HaIpOTHUB.

— Jla, 1 BOT Torna yxe s nonpoOyro pa30oUTh CTEHY, U MbI OyIeM CBOOOHHBI.

— A Hac He ycIbIar HaBepxy? — HeyBepeHHOo cripocusl Cepxuo. — ITo Beab Oyner grande
oym!

— Hagepxy celiuac uaet 6an, — CaliMOH NOJHSUT B3Il K TEMHOMY KaMEHHOMY MOTOJIKY. —
Ho nam 31ech He CHBIIHO MY3bIKH. 3HAUUT, HAIIl «OyM» TaM TOXE HE YCIbIIIAT.

— Oro0 paayet. Ho, mo-Moemy, XBaTuT yxe pa3roBopoB, — MopeHa MpoBOPHO MOAHSIACH HA
Horu. OcTasbHbIE INIEHHUKH NOCJIEA0BAIN €€ TPUMEDY.

— XeneHa, orouu nojanelie. [Ipuxmucey kK caMol cTeHe, — CKOMaHI0BaJl IPUHLI.

— U xax Thl coOMpaenbes 3To JIeJIaTh? — OIMACIMBO CIpocuiia XeleHa.

— Tl He oboxoKenb ee? — ucnyranack Jlucca.

— He nepexuBaii, — CaitMoH 0001psto1Ie yabIOHYCs ei. — S Bce clieliaro B Jy4IlieM BHUJIE.

OH npoCyHYN PYKY CKBO3b PEIIETKY M BBICTABHJI JIaOHb BIiepea. Menucca 3aHepBHHYaIa — a
BIpYr cnocobrocTrn CaliMOHA M Ha 3TOT pa3 MOJABEIYT €Tro?

HanpsokeHHO BcMarpuBasch B MOJYMpak, MPUHIL THATEIbHO npuuenwics. M3 ero amnoHu
BBUIETEJI COBCEM MAJICHBKUU SIPKO-OPAHYKEBbI OTOHEK M CO CKOPOCTBIO IYIM ITOHECCS CKBO3b
MPOCTPAHCTBO. [ pOMKUI, PE3KUI METAUIMYECKUN JISI3T, IIIMIICHUE — W TUILIMHA.

— XeneHna? — no3Baja Jlucca, 3aTauB JbIXaHUE.



— Bce B nmopsiake! — OTKIMKHYIIAch cectpa. — 4 MOTy BBIMTH.

[TpunmsaeBumcsy, Menucca yBujaena To, 4TO OCTalioch OT ABepu. Ha ToM Mecte, e paHblie
ObUT 3aMOK, TeNepb PaCIJIaBIEHHBIA METAJIJT OIUIBUI M 3aKONTHJICS, 00pa3oBaB BHYIIUTEIbHYIO
abipy. CaliMOH, MOX0%e, Ype3BbUaiHO 00paJoBajICs BO3BPAILICHUIO CBOEH MarM4eckou CHUJIbI U C
BBIPAKCHUEM TOJIHEWUIIIEr0 BOCTOpPra CMOTpESl Ha pe3ynsrar BeicTpena. 1loka oH pa3misabiBal
HMCKOPEXKECHHYIO pEIIETKY, XeJIeHa MONbITallaCh OTKPBITh JBEph KaMepswl, rae cuuen Cepxuo,
3aKO0JIKOW, OJTHAKO BEIIMIIA MOMEHTAIBHO CIIOMAalach.

— Yept. U uTo Tenepp? — pas3Beisia pyKaMu JCBYIIKA.

— 51 He Mory cTpensTh Mo APYTHMM JBEpsiM, — IMoKadasa roioBoi CaiimMoH. — ChuiKom
6mr3K0. MoKeT 3a1enuTh KOro-HuOy/Ib.
— TlompoOyiiTe BOT 3TUM, — MPEIJIOXKWI 3Ib(, TpoTsAruBas XejaeHe HeOOIbIION

MPOAOJITOBATHIN TPEIMET.

— DTO HE MOX0KE HA OTMBIUKY.

— Dnbduiickoe cepedpo, — moscHuiIa Benau u3 cBoelt kamepel. — Ecnu marus, KoTopou
3ameyaTaHbl 3TH JBEPH, HE CIUIIKOM CJIOXKHAasA, CepeOPsSHbIA HOXK JIOJKEH ITOMOYb €€ pa3pylIUTh.

[IpoBO3MBLIMCE C 3aMKOM Kakoe-TO BpeMsi, XeJjeHa BCe-Takh OTKpbuia ero. Ileimx usznana
PaIOCTHBIN BOILIb.

— Ionyuniiocs! — B BocTOpre XJomnHyla B Jiagonm Jlucca.

— Twume, cecTpeHka, HE CIIYTHU TOCHIOXKY Y nauy!

Bckope Bce kaMepbl ObUIM OTKPBITHL, W TJICHHUKH CTPYIWIUCH Mocpeau mnoasaia. Jlucca
ciiy4aiiHO okazayachk BozJie JleHu. OH ObUT OueHb OJIEIEH U SIBHO CTapajiCsi He BCTpedarbCsl C Hel
B3IJISIZIOM.

— Tenepr Hama miaBHas npoOieMa B TOM, YTO HUKTO HE 3HAET, KaKyl0 U3 CTEH JIydlle
pa3outh, — ckazan CaiiMoH, moTupas pyky. — Jlucca, Tl celiuac BCTaHEllb MHE Ha IUIEYH U
nonpoOyelb BHITJISTHYTh B OKHO.

[Teitmx momorna Menucce B30Oparbest Ha ey kK CallMOHY. YUENUBIIKCH 3a PEIIETKY Ha
OKHe, JInucca noATsHynack U CMOIJIa BBITVISIHYTb.

— YepT, kak TeMHO! Huuero He Buxy.

3amaya yCIOXKHSIACh €I U TE€M, YTO OKHO HAaXOAWJIOCh MOYTH y camMou 3emuid. OmHako,
MPUTIISICBIIMCH TTOJTydlle, JIncca Bee )K€ MPUMETHIIa B TEMHOTE OUYE€PTaHUSI KOHIOIICH.

— Bce, s nonsna.

CaiMOH OCTOPOXKHO OITYCTHJI €€ Ha MOJ.

— Ham Hy»XHO BBINTH BOT 3/€Ch, — Menucca nokasajia Ha kamepy, rae cuaen Cepxuo. —
Torma MBI OKakemMcsi B TOM 4YacTH JIBOPA, Kyda BBIXOAUT O4YE€Hb Majlo OKOH. M rme-to tam B
KPEIOCTHOM CTEHE €CTh JA3€rKa, Yepe3 KOTOPYIO Mbl ¢ MOPEHOMN BBIXOAWIIH, KOTAA BBICICKUBAIN
DJIeoHODY.

CaliMOH ObUI, Ka3aJI0Ch, MPEHENPUITHO YIUBICH HaJIU4YueM Opel B CTEHE CBOEU KPEIOCTH,
OJIHAKO OH OBICTPO B35 c€0s B PYKH.

— Xopomo. OTonauTe noJablie, K JBEPH.

Bce nporcxoquno TOYHO Tak ke, Kak TOrnaa, B Jecy, koraa JIncca BnepBble yBUIEIA MPUHILA.
OH CTOSUT B TAaKOM 1MO3€, CIIOBHO CTPEISI U3 PyKbsi. Menucca BAPYT MOYyBCTBOBAIa OOJIE3HEHHBIN
03HOO U OOHapyxmia, 4To ee BCIo TpsAceT. OHa 3akpbUia IMa3a, ¥ B 3TO MTHOBEHUE TUIIMHY
pazopBaj CTpaIHbIA rpoxoT. [IneHHnKoB 0012710 00J1aKOM MBI U MEJIKOM KaME@HHOW KPOIIKOA.

— Yucras pabora, — ouenuna llelmk, oTpsxuBasich. Jlucca omsgena apysei. Bce
BBITJISIICNIN TAK, CJIOBHO TOJIBKO YTO U3BAJSUIUCh B OTPOMHOM Ky4e CepOil MYKH.



— Hano yxomuts, — 3aroponmiics CaiiMoH. — [lomydniiock HaMHOTO TpOMYE, YEM 51 0KUIAJL,
Y HABEPXY MOTJIN YCIIBIIATb.

[IneHHUKH OCTOPOKHO MOMOIUIA K B30pBaHHOUM cTeHe. CaliMOH MpoOuWJl B HEW MOI CaMbIM
IIOTOJIKOM KPYIJI0€ OTBEPCTUE BBICOTOM MIPUMEPHO OKOJIO METPA.

— JlaBaiiTe s mouay NepBOM, — BbI3BAIACh BEHIM U MPEXKIE, YeM KTO-TO YCIEI CKa3arb eu
XOTh CJIOBO, TTOAMNPBITHYJIA U 3AIENUIIACh PyKaMu 3a Kpail oTBepcThsl. C HEOXKUTaHHOW JTOBKOCTBIO
OHAa MOJTSHYJIACh HA PyKax, BHIOpAJIACh B MIPOJIOM U McCUe3j1a B TEMHOTE.

— Bce uncto, — nocnsimancs ee menort. — Beixoaure.

Cemepo ocTaBIMXCS TICHHHUKOB M JIBO€ 3Jh(OB MO OYepead BHIOpaINCh 4epe3 AbIPY Ha
YIIULY, IOMOTras Ipyr APYry.

— Teneps HaM HY)XHO OBITH OY€Hb OCTOPOKHBIMHU, — 3aMmeTun CaiimoH. — Hac ciuikom
MHOTO.

— Ilpennaraenis pa3aeauThCsA? — HACTOPOKUIIACH XEJICHA.

— Her. Pazgensatbest Ham Henb3s. [IpocTo Oyapre HaueKy W movare CMOTPUTE 1O CTOPOHAM.
MopeHa, Thl IOMHUIIb, TJ€ TYT 3TA Ballla JIA3€1Ka B CTEHE?

— IIpsAmo no Kypcy, — JeKapKa yKas3ajia Ha KyCThl HEITOJIAJIEKY.

['ycbKOM, ABUTAsICh TUXO U aKKYpPaTHO, BCE MEPEOEkKaau OTKPHITOE MPOCTPAHCTBO U, MUHOBAB
KYCTBIL, Yepe3 J1a3 B CTCHE BBIIUIN B JIEC.

— MB&I cBOOOIHBI, — TOp3KECTBYIOIIE nporrenTtana Jlucca.
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— Yro 3naunt cobexanmu?! Kak Takoe 6006ue Morio npon3ontu?!

D10 OBUTO YTpO Mociie KopoHaluu. [loka Bce 1UIO Kak HENb3s Jy4Ille, OAHAKO B 3Ty MUHYTY
[lapnoTTe Hayano Kas3arbCsi, YTO IMOCTPOCHHBIM €10 TMECOYHBIM 3aMOK HAYMHAET PYIIMTHCS C
y’Kacarouen CTpeMUTEIbHOCTHIO.

— IIpoctute, rocnoxa [lapnorra... Tam... OHu...

— Yto THI MAMIUIIB, UAMOT! — 3aBonmiia [lapiorra. — ['oBopH Kak ecTh!

— MpbI oOHapyxunu yrpoMm... B cTeHe 3amka npoOuTa orpomMHas Aslpa, — JIpO’Ka OT yxKaca,
MPOrOBOPUJI KOMAHJIUP CTPa)KW, CHU3Y BBEPX MIANA Ha rocmnoxy. — Yepe3 Hee, BUIUMO, OHU U
VIIUTH.

— Ounu poOuiu creny?! — KykoJibHOE TuYnKo M3abenb n3yMI€HHO BBITSHYJIOCH.

— W pacnnaBuiiu 1Beph OJHOM U3 Kamep, — JA00aBuJI, 3aUKasiCh, OXpaHHUK.

[[TapnoTTa 3ammmnena Ot SpOCTH, €€ PYKU CKAIUCH B KYJaKH.

— JlagHo, Moxelb uaTu, — Opocuiia DIe0HOpa COJJIATy, U TOT MOCIHENMII PETUPOBATHCA.
OHa CIMIIKOM XOpOILIO 3Haja CBOK CTapliylo cecTpy. OObMHO ypaBHOBEUIEHHAs W CIOKOWHA,
[[TapnoTTa BbIXOAMIA K3 CEOsl KpailHEe peaKo, HO B3OEIIEHHAsA, OHa Oblla OYeHb omnacHa. B ruese
MUJIasi C BUAY JEBYIIKA MOTJIA MPEBPATUTHCS B TAPIUI0 U HAOPOCUTHCS Ha KOTO-HUOYIh C CAMBIMU
HEJIBYCMBICJIEHHBIMU HAMEPEHUSIMU.

— UYeprt nobepu! — Boipyranace lllapnorra. — Kak s Morma ymycTUTh TaKyl Ba)KHYIO
neTab?!

— B moboM, naxxe caMOM TeHMaJbHOM IUIaHEe, BCErla HaWJeTCs U3bsSH, — MOMbITantach
YTEIMTh €€ DIECOHOPA.

— Boo06mie-To, 3T0 ObUT TBOM IJIaH, — cepauTo 3aMmeTuisia M3abdens. — Ho ckopee Bcero mbl
HE BUHOBAThl. UM TOYHO KTO-TO TTOMOT.

— Ja 3arkuurtecwh Bbl! — psaBkHyma lllapmorra. — IlneBana s Ha mrad! Krto O uM HU
MOMOTaj, Mbl JOJKHBI pPa3bICKaTh WX M NPUIAYIIATh TajJeHblmeil. Bcex, 10 kKoro cmoxem
JNOTSIHYThCH.

% %k ok

— A Temepb Mbl BBIHYXKJEHBl 3a0parh MNpuHIlEcCY JIMianMaH W MPOCTUTHCS C BaMu, —
MEJIOAUYHBIM TOJIOCOM IMPOTOBOPHUII MYKUMHA-3J1b(), KOIJa KOMIIAHUS OTOLUIa Ha MOPSJI0YHOE
paccrosinue ot [peadymn-xoisa u O4yTHIACH B IIIyXOM JIECY.

— Yrt0 3HAaYUT NpPOCTUTHCS? — OKpyriwia riasza [lenmx.

— Hawm HeT cMbiciia CKUTaThCsl BMECTE C BaMHU 110 JIECaM, HAC OTHPAaBUIIM HAWTH MPUHIIECCY U
BEPHYTh €€ JOMOH, — TosiCHWIa 3bpuitka. — Mpbl BeIMOTHUIN CBOO Muccuro. C Hareh
MOMOILBIO TPUHIECCA CMOXET BOCCTAHOBUTH YaCTh CBOUX CIIOCOOHOCTEH, YTOOBI MPEOI0JIETh MYTh
no IIlaitHa.

— Benpu! — Ilelimk B KpallHEM BO3MYILEHWHM NOBEPHYIACh K moapyre. — TbI 4TO, BOT Tak
3ampocTo OpOCHIlb HAC B 3TOM Oosore?!

— IIpocTu, HO 51 IEMUCTBUTEIBLHO BBIHYXJIEHA BO3Bpal@arbes. S Oosee moayropa JieT He Oblia
noma. Cornacuce, s TOCYAapCTBEHHOTO JIULA 3TO HENMPOCTUTEIBHO JOJTUHA OTITYCK.

— Ja g Obl He cka3zaia, 4TO Thl B 3TOM «OTIYCKE» Ha IUISDKE 3aropajia, — OypKHyIa
[etimk. — ["ocymapcTBeHHOE JIHITO. .. UepT mobepu, 10 cuX IOp HE BepUTCs!

— A Kkak Bbl Jo0eperech A0 rpaHullbl? — 3auMHTepecoBaHHO crhpocuia Jlucca. OTBeTun ey



CanMoH.

— Two1 pa3Be He 3HanMa? DAb(BI YMEIOT JIETATh.

Kppuibss Benau-JInnmnan npousBenu BroeyarieHUE Ha BceX. JIeTkue, CIIOBHO CIEIaHHBIE H-
BO3/lyXa, IOJIYIPO3PAYHbIE, OHM MATKO CBETHJINCh B TEMHOTE M, Ka3ajoCh, HM3/IaBaJM €/Ba
CJIBIIIHBIA 3BOH.

— ¥Ynauu Bam, Apy3bsi MOM, — CKa3aJia MPUHIIECCA, OTICJIUBIIMCH OT BCEX U OCTAaHOBUBIIKCH
MEX IEpPEBBEB. — fl BEPIO, UTO BbI CMOXKETE BhINyTaThCs. [[pocTUTE, 4TO MOKKUAAIO BaC.

— Kak 11 MOXelb OpocaTh HAC 3/1eCh, B TAKOW OMACHOCTH, KOTJIa HAC BCEX MOTYT MEPEOUTH,
Kak TapakaHoB?! — He BblIepxkana Jlucca.

— MpbI HE UMeeM TTpaBa BMENMBarbes, — Benan nocMmoTpena npsMo B maza Menucce. — Thl
JOJKHA 3TO TIOHSITh.

— Omna npaBa, — mennyn CaitmoH, oOHsB JIuccy 3a Tanuio. — DTo He UX BOMHA.

% %k ok

[{enbiit 1eHb U BeCh Bedep Oemielbl mpodbupaiuck uepes jgec. Hacrana rybokast HOUb, HO OHU
MPOJIOJKAIIA UITH.

Eme Beuepom Ha poOKoe MpEIOKEHUE YCTpOUTh NpuBai Cepxuo MOJyddsl pe3KUid OTKa3
NpUHIA, U O0OJbIIe 00 OTIAbIXe HUKTO HE 3amkaicsa. CaillMOH Beln MX 3a CO0O#, yIMOpHO H
LIEJICHAIPABIICHHO, CIIOBHO I'€HEepajl cBoe BOMCKO. [loxoxke, OH 3HaJ, Kyla WATH, HO HUKOMY HE
TOBOPWJI HU CJIOBA, © HUKTO HE CMEJ cipanmBarb. Bece mpocto monya nom. OHU Bce ycTalu, BCe
ObUTM U3MOTAHBI U TOJIO/IHBIL.

Jlucca Bs10 omanena CBOUX CIyTHUKOB. [IInkapHoe miarbe XeJeHbl JaBHO MPEBPATUIIOCH B
T0XMOThd. OCTaJIbHBIE BBIDISAEIM HEMHOTHM Jydlie. Menucca OMycTWIA B3NS Ha SKaJKUN
W30PBaHHBIM MO0 CBOErO JUIMHHOTO IJIaThsl U C TOCKOM BCIIOMHHJIA O KPOCCOBKAax W JHKUHCAX,
HaJIe)KHO CIPSATAaHHBIX B €€ cranbHe Bo JBopIe. Kak ceituac Obuto ObI 3aMeUdaTesbHO MEPEOJETHCS B
Hux! Kak cuiabHO 3TO 0051eTuniio ObI MyTh Yepe3 KYCThl M OBparu!

['onoBa kpyxuiiack OT rojiona u ycrainoctu. OHa nake HE TOMHUIIA, KOTZa €1a B MOCIETHUM
pa3. CaiimoHy 1 XeJIeHe TOXKe MPHUXOAWIOCHh HelleTko, JIncca 3To Buaena. OHu 06a aepkaauch Ha
pPacCTOSIHUM, OTCTPAHEHHO, CJIIOBHO BOBCE HE OBUIM 3HAKOMBI C OCTAJIbHOW YacThIO TPYIIIHI.
Menucca poraapiBagach, 4TO My4aeT UX HE MPOCTO TOJIOM, a Ta caMas JKaxJa KpOBH, IMyraromias
4acTh X BaMIIUPbEN CYIHOCTH. MOpeHa, MOX0kKe, TOXKE YTO-TO MOAO03PEBATIA — OHA CTapaliach
JepKaThCsl MOOIUKE K MPUHILY, CIIOBHO XOTeJa 3alMTUTh CBOUX CITYTHHUKOB OT HETO, €CJIM BIAPYT
OH TOTEpPsieT HaJl cOOOM KOHTPOJb. XEJIEHY k€ MOIJIepkKarb ObUI0O HEKOMY — OHa SICHO Jaja
MOHATH, YTOOBI HUKTO K HEW HE MPHUOIMKAIICA.

Korpa yxe nmoutu paccseno, CailMOH BAPYT OCTAHOBUJICA.

— 3/1ech MOXXEM HEMHOTO OTJAOXHYTh, — CKa3all OH K OOJIErYeHHI0 CBOMX CITYTHUKOB. Jlucca
HE TOHsUIa, NTOYEMY MMEHHO 3JECh — Ha €€ B3I 3TOT YYacCTOK NIyXOro JiECa HUYEM HE
OTJIMYAJICS OT TEX, KOTOPBIE OHU Y€ MUHOBaIX. Ho BompocoB oHA 3a/1aBaTh HE CTaja.

bersenpl kKak MOAKOIICHHBIE MOBAIWINCH HA TPABY.

— Huxkorga B )KU3HU CTONBKO HE X0, — MpocToHal Cepxuo.

[leimx PripkHyma.

— Mor ObI ocTaThCcs B TIOpbMeE, — MoxKana rmiedyamu Mopena. — W He mpunuioch ObI CTOIBKO
XOJIUTh.

Cepxro OBEpHYJICS K HEM M XOTeN ObUTO OTPBI3HYTHCA, HO TYT HEOXKHUJAaHHO BMeIaics JeHu.

— IIpekparute. Bece ycranm, BCeM U Tak MIJI0X0, HE XBAaTAJIO €ILE NEPECCOPUTHCSI.

Jlucca ymuBieHHO mocMoTpena Ha Hero. OH Mojajn rojoc BIEPBBIE C TOrO JIHS, KaK OHHU



YBUJIEIIUCH B TIOpbME. J[eHM MenbKOM B3IVIsIHYI Ha Menuccy u ynercs psiaom ¢ [leimk Ha Tpasy.
Cectpa 00HsIa €70 M UTO-TO 3alllenTana Ha yXo.

JIucca nowuckana mazamu CaitmoHa. ToT cuaen 4yrh moofainb, TPUCIOHUBIIMCH CIUHOW K
JIEPEBY U OTBEPHYBIIKCH OT BceX. OHa XoTena nogonuT, Ho MopeHa TpoHyJia €€ 3a PyKYy.

— OcTaBp €ro, — HETPOMKO CKazajia JIEKapKa, MPOCIEAUB 3a B3MISAOM Noapyru. — Emy
HY>KHO MOOBITH OJTHOMY.

Menucca n cama 310 moHuMana. OHa Jienia Ha 3€MJII0 U MOBEpPHYIach Ha OOK, CTapasch
OYUCTUTH TOJIOBY OT BCEX MBICIICH, MPOCTO OMYCTOUIUTh U XOTh KAaKOE-TO BPEMS HU O YEM HE
nymaTh. Bckope oHa, cpa)keHHasi yCTaNOCThIO, 3aJpeMaia.

Paz6ymuin ee romoc CaiimoHa.

— Ilopa uaru. [IpockimaiiTecs, BCTaBaTe, — KOMaHA0BAJ [IPUHII.

JIlucca HEOXOTHO pa3ienuiia rjia3a u cena.

— Bce B nopsinke? — O6pocust CaliMOH, TPOX0J1si MUMO HEe.

— Jla, HopManpHO, — oTO3Bajack Menucca, yIMBiIEHHas €ro paBHOAYIIHBIM TOHOM. [IpuHIY
HE YAOCTOWJI €€ B3TJIAIOM M TOIIEN pacTAIKUBAaThL MoOpeny.

W cHOBa HayauCcs JOJITMU IMyTh Yepes JIeC. ..

Jlucca yxe cOunach cO cYeTa, CKOJIbBKO pa3 OHAa PBIBKOM BO3Bpalllajia CBOE CO3HAHUE B
peaIbHOCTh M3 KaKOT0-TO MYTHOTO BOIOBOpPOTa Kpacok. Ilapy pa3 oHa efBa He ynaja B 0OMOpOK, U
JUIb cTapaHusiMu MopeHsl Bce ele npeObiBaja B CO3HaHUU. Jlekapka muia psaoM C Hed u
MOJAEPKMBAJIA €€ 3a JTOKOTh.

CaliMOH MCKOCa HE3aMETHO MPUITISAABIBAI 3a JIMCCO, MBICJIEHHO 3aKJIMHAas €€ MPOJePKAThCS
enie HemHoro. [lo ero pacueraM, HATH OCTABAIOCHh COBCEM HENOJTO.

— D710 4TO0, Aopora? — Bapyr pasgancs rojoc Ilenmk. Ona nogouuia k CalilMOHY M yKa3aje
HA IIPOCBET MEXKIY JEPEBbSIMU BIIEPE/IN.

— Jla, Tam gopora. [ToaTomy st mpU3bIBaIO BCEX ceiyac 3aMOI4aTh U BECTH CEOs THXO.

Mopena ycaguna Jluccy nom aepeBo u cena psagoM. Cepxuo TOXE IUIFOXHYICS Ha 3€MUIIO.
OcTanbHbIe MPEANOYIIN CTOSTh.

— 4 cxoxy Ha pa3BenkKy, — cKasan npuHi U KuBHYN Ilelmk. — Tbl mongems cO MHOM.
OcTaibHBIM CUIIETh TYT, HE IBUTATHCSI C MECTA M HE U3/1aBaTh HU 3BYKa.

OH pa3BepHYJICS W HECHBIINHO HANPaBUICA BOEpE, TYIa, IJI€ MEXK JEPEBbEB BUIIACH cepas
JeHTa goporu. Ilenmk mocnemosana 3a HUM, CTapasCh CTYIarb Kak MOXKHO Tulle. Bosne moporu
oOMIIbHO pa3zpoccst KycTapHUkK. CaliMOH criipsiTalicsi B BeTBsIX. [Iei/ Kk BBINISIHY/IA CKBO3b MPOCBET B
muctse. lllupokas gopora Obi1a BEIMOIIIEHA CEPHIM KaMHEM.

— MBbBI I0JKHBI €€ Nepeceyb, — CKa3aJl MPUHIL IENOoTOM. — BHauIb AepeBbsd HA IPYyrou
ctopoHe? Tam HEOOJBIION y4acTOK Jieca, a 3a HUM — Topoll. B 3ToM ropoze >kKMBYT BapjioOKu U
KOJITYHBL, U TaM €CTh JIOM, KyJla HaM HY)KHO MONacCTh.

[Teitpx oOpagoBanack. Jlom o3Havan exy U oTAbIx. OHA U €€ CIIYTHUKUA COBCEM BBIOMJIMCH U3
cwii. Ellle HEeMHOT0, M OHH Y€ MEPECTAHYT AEPKATHCA HA HOTaX.

Tyt n3nanexka goHeccs kKakoi-to wyM. [Ipucaymasumcs, [Teipk moHsa, 4To 3TO CTYK KOIBIT.

— TbI cripimm?

CaitMOoH MOJ9a KUBHYII U TIPFOKa majier] kK rydoam. Tomot mpubnuKkancs, ¥ BOT YK€ Ha Jopore
MOKa3aJuch Tpoe BCaAHUKOB. OHU TPOMYAINCH MUMO KYCTOB, IJIe IPUTAMINCEH OCTIIEIbl, U BCKOPE
VICUE3JIA U3 BULY.

— OTO marpyiab U3 3aMKa. 3HAYUT, JbIPY B CTEHE YK€ oOHapyxuiau. Hamo BelIBUTaThCs Kak
MOYKHO CKOpEE€.



JloM, 0 KOTOpPOM TOBOPHJI TIPUHII, OKA3AJICSI HEOOTBIIIMM OCOOHSYKOM Ha OTIIMOE, CTOSBIIMM Y
CaMoro Jeca.

— OH npuHaAIeKUT MHE, — TogcHWI CaliMoH. — O HEM BO JIBOpLIE HUKOMY HE M3BECTHO.
3/1eCh KUBET CEMbS KOJITYHA, KOTOPBIA OJTHAXKIBI OKa3aJl MHE OTPOMHYIO yciIyry. OHU BEPHBI MHE.

— Tak yero e MblI xk1emMm? — ocBegomuiics Cepxuno. — JlaBaiiTe ckopee 3aiieM Tyaa.

OH caenan mar Brepes, HO Jajblle TPOUTH HE YCIIEI.

— CrosTh! — psaBkHyn CaiitmoH. — TaMm MoXxeT ObITh 3acaja.

— Ho BbI ke camu ckazanu, yTo obutarenu goma BepHbl Bam! Kakoll Toak Torna cTosiTh TYT U
paccyxaaTth?! — Bo3mytuiicss Cepxuo U pa3BepHYIICS.

— Cepxuo, He B3aymaii! — Jlucca mpoTsHyla pyKy, 4TOOBI yIepkKarh ero, HO KOJAYH TBEpAOH
YBEPEHHOM MOXOJKOM 3aIaraj npoysb.

— VYxonum, — npukazan Caitmon. Bce mocnymanucs 1 ObICTPO ABUHYIHCH B TIIyOb Jeca,
vl Menucca octanach CTOSITh, TS/ Ha JIOM.

— Te0bs sTo Toxke Kacaetcsi! — CallMOH cXBaTHUJI €€ 3a PYKY M OTAIIMJI BCJIE 3a BCEMH.

— Ho Cepxuo... — nonsitasiace Bo3pa3uth Jlucca. CailMOH TOJKHYI €€ 3a KYCT, IZIe YK€
CIPSTAINCh OCTAIBHBIE.

— Cepxuro ociymalcs MOEro IpruKas3a, — kKECTKO OTpe3all NpUHI. — f mpeaynpexkaan BeexX,
HO OH MEHS HE MOCIYIIAL.

Jlucca raeBHO B3MIsiHYAa Ha CaliMOHa.

— Jla moiimMu ke Thl! — B30pBaJICS OH. — S mpHUKa3bIBal0 BOBCE HE MOTOMY, YTO MHE
HPABUTCSI BAMH KOMAaH/I0BaTh, @ IOTOMY, UTO S JIy4llle BaC 3HAI0 3TOT MUP U TE€X, KTO B HEM >KUBET!
S 3Ha10, KaK BBDKUTH 3/1€Ch. S 3HAIO, UTO HYXKHO JEJaTh, a 4ero JeJarh HENb3s. B MaHHOM ciiydae
HeJb3s1 ObUIO 0UepTs IOJI0OBY OpocaThes Kyaa Obl TO HU OBLIO.

Jlucca npomonyana. OHa noiimMana Ha cebe COUyBCTBeHHBIN B3risA [leix u oTBEpHYACH.

— W uTo Oynem aenaTh Aaiblie? — MOUHTEpEcoBaNICS J|eHu Mmocie He10JAroro MoJTYaHusl.

— Hawm ocraeTcs TOnbKO CHAETH U K AaTh, — 0T03BaJIcsi CaliMOH Y MOBEPHYIICS B TY CTOPOHY,
OTKyAa OHU TOJIBKO YTO MPHUIUIH. — bbula Tam 3acana win HeT, Cepxuo B J000M CiIydae BBIMICT
oTTyAa kuBbIM. OHU HE YOBIOT €ro, IT0Ka HE y3HAIOT, I/I€ 4 U Ie KopojeBa. IM Hy>KHBI MBI.

— A eciu ero OyayT ObITaTh U BHIOBIOT U3 HETO CBEACHUS? — omacuBo crpocuia [leimxk.

— 910 He ux MeToa. KoHeuHo, Hellb3 TOBOPUTH € MOJIHOM YBEPEHHOCTBIO, KOTAA PE€Yb UAET O
BaMIIUPaX, HO BEPOATHEE BCEr0, OHU €T0 BBITYCTAT U OyAyT CIeAUTh 32 HUM. [IpUKaxyT cooONMTh
HaM, 4TO B JIOM€ BC€ YUCTO, YTOOBI 3aMaHUTh HAC B JIOBYIIIKY.

— BaMnupbsl HE HACTONBKO INIYIbL, — BO3pa3mia XejieHa. — OHU HaBEepHSKa MOAyMald O
TOM, YTO Thl MOT TIPOCUMUTATh TAKOH XOJ. A €Ille — €CJIM, KOHEYHO, B JIOME BOOOIIE €CTh BAMITHPHI
— CKOpee BCero, OHu noaymanu, uro Cepxuo crernuaibHo ObLT OCIaH K HUM Ha pa3Beaky. Kak...
HY, CKa)X€M, MYIIEYHOE MSCO.

— Cwmorpure!

Jlenu, KOTOpBIA BCE ATO BpeMs MOMISJbIBAT CKBO3b KYCTHI Ha JIOM, yKa3aJl Ha OBICTPO
NPUOIHMKAIOLIYIOCS BBICOKYIO (PUTYPY MYKUHHBIL.

— 4 oxkazancsa mpaB, — ToOpxkecTBytome 3asaBuil CaniMoH. — (OcTaercs JWIlb Y3HAarh,
HACKOJIBKO.

CepxHo OCTaHOBUJICS U OTJISIAENCS IO CTOPOHAM.

— Hapno BeliiTH K HEmMy, — cka3zana MopeHa. — KoMy-T0, KTO HE HHTEPECYET BAMIIUPOB.

— S noiixy, — BbI3Batics JleHU U, HE TOKUIASCH coIviacus, moiel npoyb. OO0 KYCThI, OH
BBIIIIEIT C IPYTOM CTOPOHBI MOJISIHBI U OKJIMKHYN KOJIAyHa. OHU 0 4eM-TO THUXO MeperoBopuiiu, Jlenu



KUBHYJI U IOMAaXaJl CBOUM CIIYyTHUKAM.

— Iloxoxke, BCe U B caMOM [IeJIe YUCTO, — YAUBICHHO 3aMeTuia XeieHa. — Buaumo, Ml
MIEPEOLCHUIIA HOBOTO KOPOJIS.

— MoHO BbITH, — penms CaliMOH.

— B nome TOJIBKO KOJIIYyH U €ro keHa, — cooduma Cepxuo, Koraa Bce MpUOTU3MINCH K
Hemy. [loliMaB Ha ceOe HeJJOBEPUMBBIC B3TJISIbI, OH CMYTHJICS.

— 1 npasy Bam roBopro! OHU cHauana BCTPETHIH MeHs... armados. Opyxue y HUX Obu10. S
CKa3ajl, YTO BCE OOBICHIO, €CJIM YIOCTOBEPIOCh, UTO B JOME HHUKOTO HET, KpomMe HUX. OHU MEHs
cpa3y noHsuu. OHU cKa3anu, 4To AyT npuHna. OHU CIBIIATN 0 To0eTe U3 KPEemoCTH U JTyMaroT,
YTO €ro BBICOYECTBO MOSIBUTCS 3/I€Ch paHO WM Mo37aHO. Torma s peumi, 4to Bce bien. MoKHO
3BaTh BAaC.

— Jlymaro, Bce HEUCTBUTEIBHO HOPMajbHO, — KHBHY1 CailMOH, M BCE B3JOXHYIH C
oOneruenreM. — OIHAKO HaM BCE K€ He CleAyeT 3a0biBaTh 00 OCTOPOKHOCTH. Beckope Bammupbl
MPO3HAIOT 00 3TOM OCOOHSIKE M HAarpsiHyT CIOJIA.

B nome ObUIO CBETJIO U YIOTHO. JlepeBSHHBIN MOJ MOCKPUMBIBAI MO HOramu. berieiis
ONISAIBIBAJIMCHh IO CTOPOHAM, CTOJIIMBIIMCH B IIpuxoker. CaliMOH cpa3y JKe yIIell C X035€BaMU B
JNAJBbHIOK KOMHATY U JOBOJIBHO JIOJITO€ BPEMSI HE MOSIBIISLIICS.

Bckope 13 KOMHATHI BBILLIA MOJIOAAsA KOJAYHbSI B TEMHO-3€JIEHOM JNIMHHOM ILIAThE.

— J1o6po moskanoBarh, — MSTKO CKa3zajia OHA roCTsAM. — Sl MOKa)Ky BaM KOMHAThI U TIPUHECY
BCE HEOOXOIUMOE.

Ensa mepecraBnsis Horu, Jlucca moruienach BCle 3a KOJIIYHBEW IO JIECTHUIIE Ha BTOPOM
ATaX, IEpKach 3a pyKy MOpEHBL.

— IloTepnn eme 4yTh-4yTh, C€MYacC Mbl JIKEM B KPOBAaTM M HAKOHEI-TO OTJOXHEM, —
yTeIma ee JeKapKa.

MM nBouM OTBeNIM KOMHATy y caMoOu JIeCTHUIIBL. EnBa yBUAEB KpoBarh, JIncca cpa3y ymana Ha
HEe U MTHOBEHHO MPOBAJUJIACH B TSKEJBIA COH 0€3 CHOBHUICHUH.

Korma Menwucca nipocHynach, B KOMHare Obuto TeMHO. IlonexaB ele HEMHOTO ¢ OTKPBITBIMH
ia3aMH, OHa HEOXOTHO cejla U MOTsAHYIack. Bce Teno Hbulo U OoJesno, mepeja MiazaMu IUIscain
Pa3HOLIBETHBIE TOYKH, TOJIoBa Kpyxkwiach. [logHsBumMCh, Ha HoOru, Jlucca mOWIATHYIACH U
yIENWJIaCh 3a CTEHY. BBINISAHYB B KOpUIOp, OHA yBuzena Ilenmk u Mopeny, JEBYIIKU CKJIOHUJIN
TOJIOBBI IPYT K IPYTY U O UYEM-TO HAIPSHKEHHO MEPETOBAPUBAIHCS.

— IIpuBetr! — Bockimmknyna llenmxk, 3ametus Jluccy. — Hy u qonro xe To1 cnana!

Jlucca Bsijio OTMaxHyJ1ack.

— Tebe namo moects, — 3ameTuiia MopeHna. — BrIrisiauin Xyxe HeKya.

— YyBcTBylo ce0s He nyudle, — OypkHyna Menucca. Ee oTBenn Ha mepBbIi 3TaX B KYXHIO.
MopeHa nocTasuiia nepex Hel TapesKy ropsdyero cymna.

[ToeB, Menucca nouyBcTBOBajia ce0si HEMHOTO JIyYIIle.

— I'ne Calimon? — nonHTepecoBasiack oHa. Mopena u llel 1k nepernsaHynmuch.

— OH... MMM... 3aHAT, — oTBeTHIIa [lel1k mociae HeOOobIION May3bl.

— HHTepecHo, ueM xe?

— IlompasnsieT 310pOBBE, €CIIN MOKHO TaK BBIPA3UTHCS, — CMYIIEHHO Npou3Heciia MopeHna.

— O... scHo.

«Ymonsem ceoro sHcadcdy», — ¢ HEBOJIBHBIM TPENETOM Moaymaina Menucca.

CaitMoH 0O0BsBUJICS OueHb CKOpo. OH Obul OJeqHEe OOBIYMHOIO, Ia3a €ro JUXOPaJodyHO
cBepkanu. Jlucca B 3T0 BpeMs cujelna y ce0s B KOMHATE U MOCTENEHHO MPUXOAMIa B ceOsl.



— 3npaBcTByid, — CailMOH npucesn K HeH Ha KpoBaTh. — ThI B mopsIKe?

— Jla, 6onee-menee. A TbI?

— Jlyume, yem ObLIO, — YKJOHYMBO OTBETHJI MpuUHIl. HekoTropoe BpeMs OH Moia4a
pasrisaabiBai JIucey, CIIOBHO OLIEHUBAS €€ COCTOSIHUE, 3aTEM CEPHE3HO MPOU3HEC:!

— Hawm nyxHo noroBoputh. Ho mpexae moobemait, 4To Thl OTHECEIIbCS KO BCEMY TPE3BO.
OTO 0YEHB BAXKHO.

— Tbl HaunHaeub MeHs nyrath, CaiiMoH. UTO ThI 3ayman?

— MBbI mocoBeTOBaNUCh ¢ XbIO U PEILHIIH. . .

— IlocToii, kTO Takoi Xbi0?

— DTO XO35IMH JI0Ma, TA€ Mbl ceiiuac HaxoguMcs. Tak BOT, MbI PEIIMIIN, YTO CUJETh HA MECTE
U NIpsATaThes Henb3s. Hano nercTBoBaTh.

Menucca n3ymMiIeHHO BCKUHYJa OpOBH.

— V¥ Xb1o ecth cBOM kaHai uH(opMmanuu B pendyne. S cam qaBHBIM-IaBHO MPUCTPOUIT €IC
MIajiero opara Kk cede B kamepauHepbl. Eciiv OH elie )KUB — Yy MEHsI €CTh IIaHC MPoOpaThes B
3aMOK M pas3zenarbes ¢ biaaactenHom.

Menucca B yxace oTmarHynaach. Mmes moka3anachk €l HEBEPOSITHO OMACHOW U COBEPUICHHO
0e3paccyaHo.

— Tsl ke He coOupaenibcs Bcepbe3 3a AT0 Oparbesi? CaliMOH, KaK Thl HamMepeBaeIlbCs
noaoOpaThcs K brancreitny HezaMeueHHBIM? !

— OTO0 yXe He TBos 3aboTa, noporas. [JaBHOe, 4TO, €CIM MHE ynacTcsi YOUTh €ro, Mbl
cBOOOHBI. MBI ¢ TOOOI BEpHEMCS B 3aMOK, MOXKEHHUMCS, Thl CTaHEIb MPUHIECCOMU... Thl TOIBKO
MpeJICTaBb, KaK MbI 3aKUBEM !

— Dro nonHeiee 6e3ymue, — mnpodopmoTtana Jlucca, crapasich mogoOpark CiI0Ba, YTOOBI
yATH OT TeMmbl ee Opaka ¢ CaiimoHoMm. — Kak Tbl BooOwme cedbe 3To Bce mpexactasisenis? Tol
BPBIBACIILCSI B MTOKOM HOBOI'O KOPOJISI M MPOCTO MpOThIKaelmb ero Medom? [la ero HaBepHsKa
OXpaHSIOT MOJyYIle, 4eM TeOs!

— S yke ckazai, 3To He TBoM mpoOsiembl. Kak e Thl He MOHUMAaEIb, 51 00/1ceH YOUTh ero!
WNuaue on nobepercs 10 MEHs IEPBBIM, U TOT/Ia THUTh MHE B 3€MJI€ CHIPOH. ..

Menucca monya omyctuia miaza. OHa Bce MOHMMAala U B IIyOMHE Ayl ObUla cOIVIacHa C
CaiiMOHOM, HO BCE XKe€...

— Bame BeicouecTBO! — mo3Baim u3 kopugopa. — Bl 31ech?

JIBepb pacnaxHyiach, 1 Ha HOPOre MOKa3aJICs MOJIOIOM KOJIIyH € 3apOCIIMM YEPHOU IETUHON
JIMIIOM ¥ KOPOTKMMU TEMHBIMH BOJIOCAMU.

— O, ipoctuTe...

— ThI YTO-TO XOTEN CKa3aTh? — MpPEPBaI €ro MPUHIL.

— Jla. MpI Tonbko uTo y3Hanu: braacTeliH coOupaeTcs cerofHsi HOYbI0 YCTPOUTH €Ile OIHY
HeOoubiyto oxoTy. C HUM Oyner Tonbko (peitnnHa. [loxoxke, y HUX HaMe4aeTcsi 4TO-TO BPOJE
CBU/JIaHUS.

CaliMOH pe3KO BCKUHYII TOJIOBY.

— DTO MO MIaHC pa3AenaTbCs ¢ HUIMU 000MMU OJTHUM yJapoM.

— Ha... U ewe koe-uto. [1o Bcemy ropoay NHbBIPSAOT BaMIupbl. OHHA UIIYT Bac.

— 51 6ymy ocTopoXKeH.

XO035IMH IoMa KAUBHYJ U C MIOKJIOHOM YJIaJIAJICS.

— S moiiny ¢ TobOoi! — penmrtenbHO 3asBUia Jlncca.

— He roBopu rimynocteit! Tol ocTanenbes 31ech. MopeHa MPUCMOTPUT 3a TOOOH.



CaliMOH BCKOYMJI C KPOBAaTH W PEIIMTENIBHO BBINIET 34 ABEPb, HE JAaB €l CHOBA BO3PA3UTH.
JIucca oTyassHHO cajlaHysa KyJaKOM IO ITOIYIIKE.

B nBeps nmocryyanu.

— Koro eme Tam yept HeceT? — OypKHYIa JIEBYIIKA.

— Bort, 3HauuT, Kak Thl paja BUJIETh CBOIO CECTPY? — YCMEXHYIAch Xe€JleHa, 3amisiiblBas B
cnaipHIO. — YTO ¢ TOOOM, MUIas?

— A TBI pa3zBe He 3Haenb? CaliMOH coOpalicsi COBEPIIMTh CaMOyOUCTBO.

— Ax, 3T10. [Touemy cpazy camoyouiictBo? CaiiMOH HE MJIaJICHEL], B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH BCE XK€E
KO€-4TO yMEeT.

— ThI HE MOHUMACIb. . .

XeJleHa BHUMATEIBHO BIUIAJIENACH B JIMIO CECTPHI.

— JlaBHO ThI BIIOOJIEHA B HETO?

Jlucca otBepHynach. OHa cooOpa3uina, 4yTo XeJeHa [0 CUX MOp HHUYEero He 3Haja o0
OTHOIIIEHUSIX CBOEW CECTPHI U MPUHIIA MuiHaTa.

— OH XO04YeT )KEHUTBHCA HA MHE, KaK TOJBKO BEPHETCS K BIACTH, — THXO CKa3aja OHA, HE
IS HAa CECTPY M yXOIs OT MPSIMOTO OTBETA Ha ee€ Bonpoc. — OH caena MHE NPEIOKEHHUE 3a
J€HB JI0 TOTO, KaK ero PpeImHbI CIaTi HAC BaMIIUPaM.

— A 11?7 UTO THI €My OTBEeTHIA?

— Tloxa nHuuero. Thl BeJib MOHUMAECIb, I HE MOTY BBIMTH 32 HETO 3aMYyX, TeM 0oJiee Tenepb,
KOTJIa MPaBIy O MOEM IMPOUCXOKIECHUM 3HAET Kaxaas cobaka. Sl mpocTo A0 CUX MOp HE moTrepsia
HAJIe’K/1y Ha BO3BPAILEHUE TOMOM.

— MBI Tyna BepHeMcCs, — YBEpEHHO 3asBWia XelieHa. — Tenepp, Korga s 3Har0, 4TO
CalilMOHY MOYKHO JTIOBEPSATH, sI CMEIIO MOTY CIOKHUTh IojiHoMouus. [locie cmeptu xoposns n OctrHa
o0a KJIroya OT MopTaja OKa3aluch B MOMX pykax. Kak TOnbko MBI mOMajgeM B 3aMOK, MBI C TOOOM
CMOYKEM UCUYE3HYTb.

Menucca Bcerma gymana, 4To, €Clid KTO-HUOYOb CKaXKeT € O BO3MOXKHOCTH BO3BpAIlCHUS
JIOMOM, OHa OyleT cuactivBa. Tenepb e OHa MOHsIA, KaK CHJIBHO 3a0myxnaanach. M3Bectue o
KJIF0Yax OT MopTajia BO BHEIHUN MUP BCEJIMJIO B HEE CTpax U OECIOKOMCTBO.

— Ho kak g cmory nokunyth CaitMmona? OH Tak MeHs JIIOOUT!

— A TBI?

— W 51 mo0bmto ero. S nmomkHa BEpHYTHCS JOMOM, 51 IOHUMAK0, YTO HE MOTY CTaTh €r0 KEHOM,
HO 51 TaK XO4Y OBITh C HUM!

XeseHa B3JI0XHYJIA.

— Tyt yx g TeOe He moMonHUK. Tebde mpUAeTCs CAeNaTh 3TOT BHIOOP CaAMOM.
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Jlucca cmyctunach BHU3, 4TOOBI MpoBoAUTh CaitmMoHa. ToT ye MPHUTOTOBUIICS K OTOBITHIO.
¥Y3HaB, 4TO OH MOUJET NMEMKOM, Menrcca O4eHb YIUBUIIACH.

— Tyt 1o 3amka pyko# nopars, — nosicHusia XejineHa. — ITO CI0a MbI IUIH JOJT0, YTOOBI
3aMECTH CIelbl. A Ha caMOM JIeJIe mapa 4acoB YE€PE3 JIEC — U ThI Y BOPOT.

— A eciiu s o€y BEpXOM, OCTaThCsS HE3AMEUEHHBIM MHE HE YIacTCsl, — A00aBUJI MPUHI]. —
ITo mopore KypcupyroT naTpyJiu.

OH 3akpenui HOXHBI ¢ KOPOTKMM MEYOM Ha NOSCE W BBIIIET HA YIHWILy, IOMaHuB Jluccy 3a
co00ii. OcTanbHble TAKTHUYHO OCTAJIUCH B IOME.

— ThI Bce elle He YCITOKOUJIach?

— Her.

— S Bepnych. A Tebe obemiaro. A eciiv Thl TOMHHUIIb, Sl HE 1al0 OOCHIAHUIA. . .

— ...KOTOpbIE€ HE CMOKEIlb BHIMOJHUTD, 3Hat0. HO €CcTh CTONBKO 00CTOSATENHCTB, KOTOPBIE OT
TeOs1 He 3aBUCAT!

— B Hanmx cuiax MNOAYMHHUTH ce0e JIo0ble OOCTOSTENbCTBA... WM IOYTH JIIoOble. S
CITPaBIIIOCH.

JIucca kuBHyna. Ha rnaza HaBepHYNIUCH CIE3BL.

— 51 Bepro B T€0s1, HO 3TO MEHS He ycoKauBaeT. S Bce paBHO Oyay nmepeXuBaTh.

— BOT 3T0 0/HO M3 HEMHOTUX OOCTOATENBCTB, KOTOPHIE sI HE B CUJIaX MOTYMHUTH cede, —
B310xHYy) CaiitMOH. — MHe nopa.

JIBEpb OTKpBLIACH, U HA KPBUIBLO BBICKOJB3HYJIa MopeHa.

— VYnauu tebe, Oparel, — OHa MOPBIBUCTO OOHsIa mpuHUA. — S Oyay nepxarb 3a TeOs
KYJIa4yKH.

[Ipm sTmx cinoBax Jlucca, Tak MOATO TMOAABNSABLIAS PBIAAHUWS, HE BBUIEPKAIA M 3aJIUIACh
CJIE3aMHU.

— Ipurnsau 3a Heit, — mwennyn CaitMon Mopene. — DTo npukas.

OH MaxHy/I pyKOM B 3HaK MPOIIAHUS, CITYCTUIICS C KPbUIbIA U, HE 000paunUBasiCh, HATPABUIICS
K Jiecy. Bckope OH CKpBUICS U3 BUY 34 JEPEBBSIMU.

— Wnewm, noporasi, — MopeHna o0Hsu1a JInuccy u monsitaiach OTBECTH €€ B JIOM.

— 1 "He moiiay Tyna. S noiiay 3a HUM.

— Tak g u 3Hana!l — ¢PuipkHyna Mopena. — Hukyna Tel He noWaenb. BeiOpock U3 ronoBbl
3Ty YENyXy, NHaue s 3anpy Te0s B CHajJbHE.

— TsI gyMaenb, s He Hal Ty c1ocOO BBIATH?

— Tw1 xouens moactaButh MeHs?! OH npuxkazan MHE He ciiyckarh ¢ TeOs ma3! Ecnu T
cOeXHIlb, OH C MEHS TPU LIKYpHI caepert!

— A eciu OH MOrMOHET, HO TBOM WIKYpbl OCTaHyTCsl Iebl, Tebe crtaHer Jyerdye?! — B
OTYassHUU KpUKHYyJa Jlucca.

Mopena monya nocMmorpena B miaza Menucce. Ta orBeTuna el TBEPABIM PELIMTEIBHBIM
B3IJIS,ZIOM, J1aBast IOHSTh, UYTO HE COOMPAETCS CAABATHCA.

— ThI Be1b HE YCITIOKOMIIBCS, 1a? — B3J0XHYJA JeKapka. — JlagHo, moexanmu.

— Ho...

— BospaxxeHus He mpuHUMAarOTCss. MHe ObUIO MPUKA3aHO AEpKaTh TEOS MO HA30pOM. DTUM
g 1 Oyay 3aHUMAaThCH.



— XM... TslI ckazama — noexanu?

— Ja, 4 mymaro, Mbl MOXXE€M 3aMacCKHpPOBATbCA MO FOPOKAHOK U OTIPABUTHCS IMPSIMO IO
aopore, YToObl CAOKOHOMUTH BPEMSI.

— Oto mryno! Hac Beab Toxke uIlyT. XOTh Mbl U HE TaKME Ba)KHbIE MEPCOHBL, kKak CailMOH ¢
XeneHom.

— Xoporo, s ¢ To6oi cornacHa. [loiaem cpasy uim cHayasia npeaynpeaum Beex?

Jlucca ¢ momo3peHneM mocmotpena Ha Mopeny. OHa pasrajgana MaHeBp Jekapku. Ecin
ceryac BEpHYThCS B JIOM M paccKasaTb BCEM, UTO 3aaymaina Menncca, TO €€ MTHOBEHHO CKPYTAT U
3aIpyT B KOMHaTe, a MopeHa mocie 3Toro €M U mary CTYIIUTh HE JacT.

— Her, — otpe3ana Jlucca. — Hukoro mMsl ipeaynpexaaTs He Oyaem. 1 B tom s He TIoTy.

MopeHa, noxoxe, OKOHYaTENbHO CIAJIACK.

— Xopoto. S Koe-4To 3axBady ¢ CO00, U MOKEM BBIJIBUTATHCA.

OHna B3sJach 3a PYYKy JBEPH, HO TMOWMAB MOAO3PUTENbHBIA MeNUCCUH B3IV, 3aKaruia
rJiasa.

— Jla He Oyay S HUKOMY HUYEro roBOpUTH, yerokorcs! S mpocto He xouy yousars LllapioTty
rOJIBIMU PYKaMHU.

JIucca HEPBHO ycMEXHYNach, KUBHYIIA W, CIIYCTUBIIMCH C KPbUIEYKA, HETOPOIUIMBO IOIUIA K
necy. MopeHa Jorsaia ee, Korja OHa CTyluJIa MO IEPEBbSL.

— Bor, aepxu, — Jekapka npoTsaHylIa MOAPYre BHYIUTEIBHBIX pa3MEPOB HOXK C ACPEBIHHOU
PYKOSITKOH.

— Her, cnacu6o, — otnpsanyna Jlucca. — 5 4to, Ha MaHbsAKa OX0XKa?

— bepu, Oepu. I10 cepedpsaHbIi HOX, a cepedpo. ..

— YOuBaeT BaMIIMPOB.

— He tonpko. OHO Bo0OIIIE BpeiHO 171 co3aanuid Bpoae [lapmortel u biaacreiina.

— A s dWero ke TOraa JTUM CaMbM CO3JaHUsIM cepeOpsiHpie Hoku? Ha cmyuait
camoyouiicTa?

— Jla Tak, moieKoTarb HEpBbI ce0e u ApyruM. Thl ’Kuja BO JBOPILIE, B TPUIUIHOM OOIIECTBE,
U TUIOXO 3HAellb KU3Hb POCTOro Hapona. TyT yacTo monajaroTcs U TpaduTenu, U pa300iHUKY, U
MIPOCTO MbSHBIC XyUTaHbl... Cepedpo — caMoe MOMYIIpHOE OPY)KUE KakK ISl 3allUThI, TaK U JJIs
HanaJeHus.

Jlanpllle OHM JBUTAIKMCH MOJYa U IUTK JI0OBOJIBHO OBICTPO. JIMcca omigapBasiach IO CTOPOHAM,
HO JIeC BOKPYI Hee ObLI COBEPIIEHHO OAHOOOpPA3HBIM, & CYMEPKH TEM BPEMEHEM CTYLIAJINCH BCE
CUJIbHEE.

— M1 He 3a0myaumcsa? — crpocuiia OHa ¢ OECTIOKOHCTBOM.

— O, He nepexxkuBaid. Y MEHS BPOXKJIECHHOE YyBCTBO HAIPABJICHHUS.

— IIpaBna? — ynuBIEHHO NpoTsaHYNIa Menucca.

— Her, — xuxuknyna Mopena. — [IpocTo 371ech HenoJaneKy ecTb MECTEUKO, IJIe 1 cCOOupao
KO€-KaKHe TPaBBblL.

«lloxooice, s yyce HAUUHAIO NPUBLIKAMbL OPOOUMb 8 MEMHOmE NO KyCmam», — HEBECEIO
nonymana Jlucca, B oduepeqHOM pa3 3alleNUBIIMCH 32 BeTKU. Ha 3TOT pa3 oHa Obuia ofieTa B OproKu
1 CBOOOJHYIO pyOallKy, KOTOphIE M03aMMCTBOBaJIa y XO35WKU AoMa. B Takoi onexjae uaTu ObLIO
ropaszio yao0Hee, 4eM B 000pBaHHOM ILIAThE C ATUHHBIM MOJI0JIOM.

BHe3anHO DIyXyr0 TUIIMHY HOYHOTIO JIECA pa30pBaJl POTSHKHBIA THEBHBIN BOILIb. JInCcca pe3ko
OCTAaHOBHJIACH, €/IBA HE HAJETEB HA MoOpeHy.

— Havanock, — npoTsAHyna JIEKapKa 1 I0CTalla U3-3a Mosca HOX.



— To1 coOupaenbest HamacTh Ha HUX Cpazy?

— Her. Iloka uto HaMm mpuaeTcs npocto Hadmoaars. Hama momoiins MOKeT BCe UCTIOPTHUTD.
Bwmemaemcs TONbKO B camom KpaHeM citydae. Thl XOpoIo MeHs MOoHsIa?

Jlucca Moya KMBHYIJIA U TOKPEMYE CKajla PYKOSITh HOXKaA.

— Bnepen, — ckoMmanoBasia MopeHa.

OHM MPOKpaTUCh HECKOJBKO METPOB M BJAPYr 00€ B3JIPOTHYIU OT HeokuaaHHocTh. CoBceM
OJIM3KO pa3JdaINCh BO3MYILICHHBIE KPUKHU. B BO31yxe Mmaxjio JbIMOM, H3-3a KYCTOB BHJIHEJICS
MEJIBKAIOMI CBET, CIOBHO TaM Topea KocTep. MopeHa IopKHyJaa 3a ToJIcToe aepeBo, Jlucca
crpsATaiack 3a coceHUM. OCTOPOKHO BBIIISIHYB M3-3a CTBOJIA, OHA €JI€ CIIBIIIHO OXHYJIa OT yXKaca.

Ha done npinaroiero KyctapHuka Boiesiach ToHKas purypka [1lapiaoTTsl B oOTAruBaroiei
yepHou onexae. OpelsnHa CTosuia, HANPY>KUHUBILIKMCh, KAK KOLIKA Nepel IPbLKKOM. PsanoMm ¢ Hen
MCIYTraHHO PBUIA 3€MJIKO KOIBITAMH JIBA BEIUKOJIETTHBIX KOHSI.

CaliMOH M HOBOSIBJICHHBIM KOpoJjb brajncteitH cTosuin 4yTh MOOJAdb JAPYr MPOTUB JApYra.
[IpuHl nepxan HarotoBe cBoil Meu. I'pad Obul Oe30pyxke€H, HO OLIEPEHHBIE 3YObl SICHO AAaBaJM
MOHSTh, YTO OpyXue emy 0e3 HajoOHocTHu. JIMcca naxke Ha pacCTOSIHUM BUJIENIA €r0 YXKacHBIE
KJIBIKU — JITMHHBIE, U30THYTHIE, OHU JIOCTABAJIM MTOYTH JIO CAaMOI0 M0 I00pOJIKa.

— Te1 mpITaICS MOMEMATh MHE, MaJBIUIIKA? — Tpopbruan rpad), ¢ HEHABUCTHIO TSI Ha
Caitmona. — Kaxkoro 4yepTa Thl ABUJICA Cto/1a?

— S mpumien youts Tebs1, pa3Be 3TO HE OUYEBUIHO?

JIucca B KOTOPBIM pa3 BOCXUTUIIACH BEJIMKOJICTHBIM camooOaganueM Caitmona. [IpoTuB Hero
JIBa OMACHEHIIMX Bpara, a OH HaCMeXaeTcs HaJl HUMU!

— Tr1 Bcero aumib OeCrone3Hbli COIISAK, BOT YTO O4€BHIHO, — Opocui rpad. Kpaem miasza
Menucca 3ameTunia, kak lllapiorra HOTUXOHBKY, CAHTUMETP 3a CAHTUMETPOM, 3axomuT CallMOHy
3a CIIUHY.

— Tb1 HE cMoOT yepKaTh MPECTO] B CBOMX CIA0CHBKHUX JETCKUX PydKax, TaK Yero Ternephb Th
xodenb? I[loka ThI pa3BieKajcs CO CBOEH YEJIOBEYECKOW IOACTUIIKOW, Mbl JIOBWJIM CBETJIBIX
IIIMMOHOB; MOKa ThI Pa3lIaroJIbCTBOBAI O MUPE U COIIACHH, MBI JICJIAJIM TO, HA YTO Thl OKA3aJICAd HE
criocooeH! CrpaHe HYXEH CHJBbHBIA KOpOJIb, a HE HWH(PAHTUIBHBIA MAJIBUUIIKA, KOTOPBIN
MpeHeOperaeT CBOMM HapOJIOM Pajiv MOCTEIBHBIX UTPHII] C KYCKOM Msica, KOTOPbIN Thl BIOpas cede
B JJFOOOBHUIIBI!

VYenpimaB 3t ciioBa, CailMOH B SIpOCTM HAOpOCHWJICS Ha BaMmupa M COMJI €ro ¢ HOTL
OpnoBpemenHo ¢ 3tuM lllapnorTa mMeTHynach B CTOPOHY, BBICOKO MHOMIPBITHYIA U B BO3IyXE
MIPUHSIA CBOE HACTOSIIEe 00IHYbE.

— IlocMoTpH, MOCMOTpHU K€ HA UCTUHHOE JIMI[O TOW, KOMY Thl TaK JIOBEps1! — u3aeBajics
rpad. OH yXe TOTHSJICS Ha HOTH, M MPOTUBHUKHA CHOBA OKA3aJIMCh JIMIIOM K JIUIY. 3a0bIBIIMCH,
Caiimon oOepuyics Ha [llapioTTy. JIncca ToTyac ¢ y»KacoMm MOHsIA, YTO MPUHITY TaK HUKTO U HE
CKazaJl, KEM Ha caMoM Jiejie ObLIu ero (GperIuHbI.

CaliMOH 0O0epHYIICSl BCEro Ha CeKyHAy, HO brajacreitHy okaszanoch 3Toro goctarodHo. OH
MOJIHUEHOCHO TPBITHYI K TMPUHIY W TOMBITAICS BUENUTHCS €My B TOpPJIO CBOMMH >XYTKHUMH
kiblkaMu. CaliMOH JIEpHYJICSA, U ynap 3yO0OB Bammupa npuiieics emy B miedo. [llaprorra-rapnus ¢
JICICHSIMM KPOBb BOILIEM MOMJIETENIa K MPUHIY U BOWJIACH JJIMHHBIMU OCTPBIMU KOTTSMH B €O
PYKH.

He otnaBas cebe oTuera B TOM, UTO JIeTIA€T, HE CJIBIIA 1MO3aAu ceOs MmepernyraHHoro BCKpUka
Mopensbl, Menucca nyiei BbUIeTeNa U3-3a JIEPEBA U B MTHOBEHUE OKAa OYYTHUJIACh HA OCBEILICHHOM
orHeM mnoJisiHe. [TognpeirnyB, ona cxBaruina [llapmoTTy 3a JIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI M PBIBKOM CTalllUJjia



BHM3, 4 3aT€M C pa3Maxy BCaJuiia HOXK €M B CIIMHY NPSIMO MEXIy KpbuUlbeB. ['apnius 3aBu3xana, u
OT ATOTO 3ByKa BOJIOCHI Ha rojioBe y Menucchl Bctanu AbiOoM. CIOBHO B 3aMeNJICHHON ChEeMKe
[ITapnoTTa moBagMiIach Ha 3€MIIIO JULIOM BHM3. JIKncca pazxkana pyKy, ¥ HOXK OCTaJICS TOPYATh U3
CITMHBI MOBEP>KEHHOW MTPOTUBHUIIBI.

Bamnup Oemeno B3peBen u, oropocuB Calimona, kuHyics Ha Jluccy. OHa OTHphIrHYlIa B
CTOPOHY, M B 3TOT MOMEHT IPHUHII OJHSJICSA HA HOTU U 3aHEC PYKY C MEYOM.

Jle3Bue CBEpKHYIO B cBeT€ OTHs. Mommblii ynap oOpynmics Ha BaMmupa, U B TO XK€
MTHOBEHHE €ro rojioBa MOKaTuiack mo 3emie. Jiucca 3axieOHynach BOIJIEM U TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO
TEpsIET CO3HAHUE.
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Jlucca MemIEeHHO OTKpbUIA I71a3a, ¢ TPYAOM IOAHMMAs TsDKeJble BeKU. Haj Hel CKIOHMIIUCH
ucnyranssie auna CaiitMmoHa 1 MOpeHBbL.

— OuHynach, — ¢ BUJAUMBIM 00JIeTYEHUEM ITPOU3HEC NpUHIl. MopeHa HErpoOMKO B3/I0XHYIIA.

— Jlonaro xe Te0s ¢ HaMu He ObUIO... — MPOTSAHYJIA JIEKapKa.

— 3aro caMoe MHTEPECHOE HE MPOIyCTUIa, — CJIadbIM TroJiocoM podopmoTana Menucca u
ITOMOPUIMJIACH.

— lNonoBa GonuT, — MpocTOHANA OHA U, C TPYAOM MOJHSB PYKH, OIIyIana 3aThUIOK.

— VYV T1ebs oHa xoTa Obl HAa MecTte, — ycMmexHyncs Caitmon. Jlucca cena Tak pe3ko, 4TO B
IJ1a3ax [OTEMHEIO.

— I'ne lapnorra? 4 ee youna?

— Yb6una, — orBetus1 CaliMOH, IJIsJi1 Ha HEE ¢ HEKOTOpor omackoi. — He 3Ha, 4To ThI Ha
TaKoe CIocoOHa. ..

— Sl u cama He 3Hana, — npouenrtana Jlucca, u ee mpoodpasa Ipoxb.

— Bo03MOXkHO, 3TUM ThI ciaciia MHE kU3Hb, — CalMOH momiagui ee no miueudy. — A xman
BCTPEUH C BAMITUPOM U BEJIBMOM, a MOIy4IH Kyaa 00j1ee OmacHbIi COr03.
— IIpoctu nac, CaitMoH, — nogana ronoc Mopena. — Mpel 3Hanu, uro Illaprnorra u ec

cecTpsl — rapnuu. [Ipocto B 3TOM cymaToxe Mbl 3a0bUTH CKa3aTh Te€Oe 00 3TOM.

Jlucca BUHOBATO MOCMOTpENa Ha IPUHIIA, U TOT YIBIOHYIICS €I KpaelkoM I'y0 U MOAHSIICS Ha
HOTH.

— Yxoaute, — cka3ai oH. — Bo3Bpam@ainrech K Xblo.

— A TBI? — TYT )€ XOPOM CIIPOCHIIM JAECBYLIKH.

— MHe HyXHO 37€Ch HEMHOTO. .. TPUOPATHCS.

Mopena momorna Memucce momasaTbes. Ha cinabeix Horax Jlucca 3akoBBUISUTA BCied 3a
JIEKapKOW, cTapasch HE 00OpaYMBaThCsi U HE CMOTpETh, YyeM 3aHumMaeTcs CalilMOH Ha KpOBaBOM
nosisine. Cmech 3amaxoB TOPEJIOro JEPEBA U KPOBH €LIE N0ATO MpecieaoBaia JIlnccy, u oHa MnoHsia,
YTO HE 3a0yAeT 3TO COYETAHME JI0 KOHIIA CBOCH KU3HMU.

— 3naeum, [llapmorra He cpa3y yMepila, — HETpOMKO cKa3zalia MopeHa, Korjaa OHH
BO3BpaLIAJIUCh 10 MpAYHOMY Jiecy K 1oMy. — OHa eltie ObUla *1Ba, KOTJa ThI yIiajia B 0OMOPOK.

JIucca monyana. JIekapka BUHOBATO IIOKOCHIJIACh HA ITOJPYTY.

— CaliMOH cka3al eil, kmo ee yous.

Jlucca cHOBa He oTBeTHIIa, U MOpeHa COBCEM yxe YOUTHIM roJI0COM MPOA0JIKANA:

— Korna ona ycapiana TBoe uMsl... oHa nipokisiia Tedsa. Y mocne atoro ymepna. Hy 4ro Thl
Monuuiib? Heyxenu Ttebe HUUYTh HE CTpammHo? Y HaAc TOBOPST, YTO MPOKJISITUE TapluH BCETAa
cObIBaeTCs.

— bpoce. d He cyeBepHas. bonee Toro, s paga, 4To OHa Yy3Haua, KTO MMEHHO C HEl



paszaenaics.

MopeHa ¢ yBakeHUEM MOCMOTpelia Ha MOJAPYTY U 00JIbIlie HE MPOPOHUIIA HU CJIOBA.

Hayrpo x nomy nmombexanu ase kapetsl. Ha Ko3max cujenu omersie B 4epHOE Jlakeu. Jlucca
BBIIIUIA HA KPBUIBLO, AyMasi, 4TO BCTpeTUT CalilMOHAa, OTHAKO €r0 HU B OJJTHOM KapeTe HE 0KA3aJIOCh.

OnuH 13 nakeeB CIPBITHYI Ha 3eMJTIO U ITOKJIoHUICA Jlucce.

— Jlemn Menucca, — NOIYEPKHYTO BEKJIMBO CKasail oH. — [lo mpukasy ero BbicoyecTBa
npuHia CaliMOHa MBI IIpUEXaJId, YTOOBI 3a0paTh Bac U JOCTABUTH K €TI0 BHICOYECTRBY.

— Tonbko MeHs onHy? — noaHsuia Oposu Jlucca.

— IIpocture, menn, Bac U BalllMX CIIyTHUKOB, — YTOYHWJI JIAKEH.

— Ham Hy»XHO HEKOTOpOE BpeMs Ha COOPHI.

B nome Obuio tuxo. MopeHna eme cnana, [lefimk u JleHu cugenn B TOCTUHOM W UTpaid E
kapThl, Cepxro ObUT TaM K€ — YHUTaJ razeTy, M0-X035HUCKU pa3BajJuBIIMCh HA JUBaHE. XEJCHbI HE
OBLIO BUIIHO.

— Di, nobpoe yrpo! — oknuknyna Memuccy Ileiimx. — Uto crpsiciocs? Y Tebst Takoi
pacTepsHHBIN BUJ,.

— Cama nmocmotpu, — Jlncca kuBHYNIa Ha OKHO. JleHu u [led K OMHOBPEMEHHO BCKOUMIIN U
BBITVISIHYJIA Ha yiIHIy. CepXuo OTJIOKUI YTEHUE U TPUCOCAUHUIICA K HUM.

— 910 32 Hamu, — nosiciuia Jlucca. — Tak 4To cobupaiiTech, Mbl ye3:KaeMm.

— Kyna 310? — HenoBepunBo Haxmypuiics JleHu.

— He 3Haw, — OecneuyHo mnoxana rmieyamMu Menucca. — OHM cKa3zaiM, YTO OHU OT
CaitmoHa. ..
— W 11 um Bepunb? — Ilelmx mocMoTtpena Ha JIMcCy Kak Ha cyMaclleAnnyro. — ThI He

AyMaelllb, YTO 3TO MOXET OBITh JIOBYIIKOW?

— 4 yxe He 3Har0, 4TO AyMaTh. HO CKIIOHSIOCH K TOMY, UTO OHH JIEUCTBUTENBHO OT CaliMOHA.

— Tax oH emie He BepHyincs? ['e ke oH nmponagaer?

— Hexkorna o6bsacHATh. Cobupaiitech, a s moiay Oyauts Mopeny.

Bckope onu yxe cuaenu B kapetax. Jlucca ycaauna XeneHy psiioM ¢ coOOM M BMeECTE C
MopeHol BbUIOXKHIIA €U BCE, YTO MPOU3OIUIO CETOIHS HOYBIO.

— U nouemy s He yauBieHa? — ynblOHYnach XeneHa. — Eciu Obl ThI HE moMyYanach Ha
oMot CaiMOHY, 3TO OblIa ObI HE THI.

[lIocme HEmONroro myrW KapeThl 3aMEIUIMIM XOI M OCTaHOBWIMCHh. MOpeHa BBIVISIHYIA B
OKOUIKO.

— Iloxoxe, HaMeuUaeTcs YTO-TO MHTEPECHOE, — MPOTsAHYIa OoHA, W Jlucca modyBCcTBOBaA,
YTO €l HE OYEHb XOUETCS 3HATh, YTO K€ TAKOE JEKapKa yBUJIEA HA YIIHIIE.
— Her, BbI TOIBKO MOCMOTpUTE Ha HEro! — pacxoxotasack MopeHa W OTKHHYIACh Ha

CHJICHBbE. XeJIeHa TOXKE BBINISIHYJIA B OKHO M M37ajia HEPBHBINA CMEIIIOK.

— Yero-10 moA00HOT0 U CJIEA0BAIO 0XKHUIATh, BEPHO?

Jlucca He Boinepkana. OTOABUHYB IITOPKY, OHA OCTOPOKHO BHIIVISTHYJIA B OKHO M €7]Ba CHOBa
HE JIUIIMIach YyBCTB.

CaliMoH OBLT BEpXOM Ha JOCHSIIEMCs YepHOM KoHe. OH ObUT OJIeT BO BCE TEMHOE, 3a CITMHOM
pa3BeBajICAd BEIMKOJECNHBIA Ianl, A B pyKe MPUHI[ BEPTUKAIBLHO JepKal JJIMHHYIO THKY, Ha
KOTOPYIO OBIJIO HACaXXEHO HE YTO MHOE, KakK rosioa rpada braacreiina.

— W oH cobupaeTcst BOT Tak MobexaTh K BOpOTaM 3aMKa?

— OpuruHaJIbHOCTBIO HJIesl, KOHEYHO, He Ojemer, — ycMexHylnacb MopeHa, — 3aro
JIOXOJTYUBO U YOCIUTEIBHO.



Tem Bpemenem CalimMoH wucye3 u3 nous 3peHuss Memucesl. I moutn cpasy ke Kapersl
MPOJOJIKUIIA MYTh.

Y HavanbHuka cTpaxu Taiiepa MeHHepca Bblganachk Tsbkenas cMmeHa. CHavana
HOBOHMCIIEYEHHOMY KOPOJIIO C €r0 (paBOPUTKOM B3AyMaiOCh CPEJM HOUM BbieXaTh U3 3amMKa. [loTom
YIPOM KY/Ia-TO 3alpoNacTHICS CMEHIIMK, KOTOPBIM JOJDKEH ObUT 3aCTYNUTh B Kapayl Iocie
Tannepa. 1 BOT Tenepp MOAO3PUTENBHBIM IIyM H3-3a BOPOT 3aCTaBUJ CTPAKHUKA BCKOUUTH C
MecTa. Yepe3 MrHOBEHUE pa3jiajics HaCTONYUBBIN 3BOHOK. Haa KpernocTHRIM pBOM ObLIa IPOTSAHYTA
BEPEBKA, HAa KOTOPOM Yy IOCTa CTPAXKU KPEHUJIICS KOJOKOJBMMK, M CEWYaC ATOT KOJOKOJIBIMK
OpeHuan, He TepecTaBasi.

Taunep, ecrecTBEHHO, momyMas, 4to 310 bmaxcrern u Illapnorra BEepHYIHMCh C HOYHOM
nporynku. OH yxe coOupaincs OTKPHITh BOPOTa, HO MHTYUIIMS IMOJACKa3ajga eMy cHaudalla BCE Ke
BBITVISIHYTh U IOCMOTPETh, KTO K HEMY MOKaJI0BaJI.

OTKpBIB MaJI€HbKOE KBaJIpaTHOE OKOIIKO B CTBOPKE BOPOT, Taiiyiep OpoCcui KOPOTKUN B3IVIST
Ha YIMIy U 3aCThUl B OJjaroroBeiHoM Yyxace. llepBbiM, 4TO OH yBHEN, ObLIa TOJIOBa KOPOJIS
biaacreiina, HacaXeHHas HA TOHKWAM JICPEBIHHBIN IIECT.

— OTKpBIBaliTE BOPOTA, — PA3AAJICI YEH-TO MMOBEIUTENIBHBIN T'OJIOC CHAPYXU. — S BepHYICH
TIOMOM.

MenHuepc 3aapoxan, y3HaB npuHia CaiiMoHa. OH MNOOATHIICS OT OKOUIKA W MPOTSHYI
TPACYILYIOCS PYKY K pbraary. ['(pomo3ikue BOpoTa, HaTy>KHO 3aCKPHUIIEB, YAl K HOTaM MOJIOIOTO
MpUHIIA.
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BepnyBumce B 3aMOK, mepBble aBa AHA JIncca TOJNBKO e€na W Crajia, COBEPIIEHHO HE
MHTEPECYACh IPOUCXOIAIMM BOKPYT Hee. Ha TpeTuii 1eHb K HE 3arisiHyna XeJeHa.

— Tb1 kak cebs 4yBCTBYelb? — CIPOCUIIa OHA, TPUCAKUBASICH K CECTPEHKE Ha KPOBATh.

— Xopomo, — oro3Bajach Memucca. OHa HEZAaBHO MPOCHYIAaCh M celvac MpOCTO
HacJIaXAaJ1ach yI00CTBOM CBOEH BEIMKOJIEITHON MOCTENH.

— ThI B Kypce, 4TO mpOU301UI0 I03aBuepa?

— Her. Yto-T0 cepbe3Hoe?

XeJleHa XMBIKHYJIA.

— Cepnesnee Hekyna. CalilMOH yCTpOMJI HACTOSAIIYIO 00itHIO. Bece 3aroBopmmku 10 €IUHOTC
MOBBUIETANIM M3 3aMKa, Kak MpoOKU 3 OyThUIOK. TONBKO Te, pa3ymeeTcs, KTO BBDKHUI. TpPYIBI
OCTaJIbHBIX HOYBIO COXKIJIM 3a IpeaenaaMu Kpenoctu. OpeilsimHaM Toxe Aoctanock. OHM Hamajau Ha
CaliMOHa UCTIOJTHUIIKA, KOTAA OH pa30upascs ¢ MOCASTHUMHU OCTaBIIMMUCS BamIupamu. Tenepb
00€ MOKOATCS B Ky4de Merjia BMECTE CO CBOMMH ITOKPOBUTEIISIMH.

JIlucca nmoexunacs.

— He xotena Obl s1 Ha 9TO CMOTPETS.

— [oaTOMY T€Os ¥ HE Mo3Bau. Thl U TaK MEPEKUIIA TO, YTO HEKOTOPHIM U HE CHUJIOCH.

Menucca Mosya ImocMoOTpea B T1aza XelieHe. Ta oTBeTusia €M 3alyMUYrBbIM B3TJISIJIOM.

— To1 uto-HUOYIE penmina? [lo moBoAy Bo3BpallieHUs TOMOIA.

Jlucca oTBetnna He cpa3y. OHa OTBeNa B3I OT CECTPBI U B3/I0XHYIIA.

— Hert, — HakoHel BblIaBUIa IeBylIKa. — He penma.

— Ilouemy?

— Hy ne Mory s Opocuts CaiiMoHa, XeneHna, He mory! Bot Tak, cpa3y, He peaynpeauns, He
CKa3aB HU CJIOBA, MPOCTO UCYE3HYTh... A €CIU S CKaXy, YTO HABCETAA BO3BPAILAIOCH JOMOH, OH
MEHSI HUKY/Ia HE OTIYCTHUT.

— Torma Hamo cnaenarb Tak, 4TOOBI OTHYCTHI. Thl Bedb Xoueuib TOMOW? — C HaXKUMOM
crpocuiia XeJeHa.

— S... ma, vaBepHoe. [{a uto s roBopro! Koneuno, s xouy momoii! Tam orenn u Kum, Tam
JIxeiic, OHM, HABEPHOE, YK€ U HE HAACIOTCS, UTO MBI BEpHEMCS !

— 3Haeub, 4to Te0e HykHO caenarb? HyxHo nokazars CalilMOHY, 4TO Thl €0 HE JIOOUIIb.
[lepecTynuts uepe3 ceds. Ecnu oH moBepuT Tebe, OH He OyJeT MPOTUB TBOETO yXOAa.

— D10 OyJeT TPYJHO...

— Jlerko B 3TOM XWU3HU MaJIO 4YTO JaeTcs. Bceerma nmpuxoqurcs 4eM-TO KEpPTBOBaTh. BakHO
TOJIBKO PEIMTh, YeM HMEHHO, €CIIM ATO 3aBUCHT OT TeOs. S1 Bepro B TeOs, cecTpeHka. Thl
CITPABHIIILCA.

— Cnacu6o, Xenena. TBos nmojaepskka Bcerja MeHs BbIpydala.

— Jlns TeGst s Bcerma TOTOBa OBITh JIMYHBIM TICHUXOJIOTOM U TI0 COBMECTHUTEILCTBY
TUIAKATEIBbHOMN KUJIETKOM, — XUXUKHYJA XeJeHa.

Korna cectpa ymwia, Jlucca ykpbuiach ¢ rOJIOBOWM ONIESUIOM, CBEPHYIIACh B KITyOOUEK U, YKe
OoJIbllle HE CAEPKUBAs CJIE3, 3aIlJlaKalia HaB3pbIJ.

HemHOT0o yCTIOKOMBIIMCH, OHa HEBECEJO YCMEXHYIach HaJ co00il. «B nocnednee eépems
MobKo u denaio, umo avio ciesvl! Tooce mue, beccmpawnasn youiya eapnui...»

Ho T0, 9TO el mpeAcTosIIo cuenarb, TEP3aji0 €€ BCE CUJIbHEE C KaXJI0M MUHYTOM, BEAb OHA




J0JKHA ObLIa pa3OUTh CEPAIE TOMY, KOTO JIFOOUT... U CUYUTAJIa, YTO 3TO MPABUIIBHO.
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Tax nponwio Tpu nus. Caiimona Jlucca nmoutu He Buaena. OH Bce BpeMs ObUT 4YeM-TO 3aHST —
BUJIMMO, TPUBOAWI B MOPSAOK CBOM Jejia Moclie BMemarenbcTBa Tpada bmaacreitna u ero
cooOIHUKOB. B Te MunyThI, Koryia CaiiMOH BCe e OKa3bIBJICS psiioM ¢ Menuccoi, oHa ctapaiach
KaK MOXXHO OBICTpEe pEeTHUPOBAThCs, Mpujaras BCE YCUJIUS K TOMY, YTOObI HE OCTaBarhCsi C HUM
HAE€JUHE JOJIbIIE JBYX CEKYH].

TopKeCTBEHHBIM MpPUEM, HA KOTOpOM Bammnupus u Banbnypruc npencTtaBuiii CBOUX HOBBIX
npaBuTenei, mpomen Oe3 ydactus Jluccel W XeneHbl — OHU MPEANOYId OTCHUACTHCS B
KOPOJIEBCKUX TIOKOsiX. XeyeHa yxe o0bsiBiiia CailiMOHY O CBOEM pEIIEHWU Mepelnarb €My BCIO
BJIACTh U OTOMUTH B CTOpPOHY. OCTaBaJIOCh TOJIBKO HA3HAYUTh JEHb KOPOHAIMH, OAHAKO C ATUM
CaiiMOH MOYEeMY-TO HE CHEIINIL.

Kak-to panHumMm Beuepom Jlucca Opoamiia 1o JBOPIY, pa3biCKHMBash XejeHy. Y TPOM cecTpa
CKaszaja, 4TO y Hee KaKue-TO JIeJla, U HcYe3Ja B HEM3BECTHOM HAIPABICHUM HA LEJbIA JICHb.
Menucca moHATUA HE MMeENA, YTO 3a Jejia, B KOTOPBhIE CECTpa HE MOXKeJalla €€ MOCBITUTh, HO
pelmia He CIPalMBaTh — Yy KaXJI0r0 BEJb €CTh MPABO HA YACTHYIO KU3Hb.

VYke moTrepsB HaACKAy MHooOmaThes ceromHs ¢ XeieHou, Jlumcca penmiia HamocaeaOK
3amIIHYTh B KOMHaTy oT/bixa. KomHara Oblia mycTa, TOJIBKO Y KAMHHA Ha IUPOKOM JAUBAHE KTO-TO
cunen. Jlucca ¢ ynusiieHueM y3Haia JleHW W BCIIOMHMIIA BIPYT, YTO 3a BCE BPEMsI, IIPOBEICHHOE
MMHU BMECTE€ B TIOpbME, B JIOME€ KOJAyHa XbIO M 3JE€Ch, B 3aMKE€, TaK M HE YIOCYKHUJACh
OOBSCHUTHCS C HUM.

— JleHun, — HeTrpoMKO T03Bajia OHa, BXOJs B KOMHATy, U IPUTBOPUIIA 3a cO00M nBEph. [leHu
00epHYJICS U yABIOHYIICS €.

— IlIpuser. [Ipucaxupaiics.

— Cnacubo, — Jlucca ycenach psiioM ¢ HUM Ha JIMBaH U MOCMOTpeNia eMy B mia3za. — MHe
xanp buita u Ounu. [IpaBaa, xxanb.

— MHe Toxe, — KuBHYI J[eHu. — XOTh MbI U HE NBUIAIM APYT K APYry FOPSYMMHU 4YyBCTBAMU
B IIOCJIEIHEE BpPEMS, BCE e OHU ObUIM XOopolmMHu pedstamu. M moru6nu n3-3a MeHs.

JleHn BMHOBATO OMYCTHJI B3MISAA. Jlmcca Mosba moxiionana €ro no mjiedyy, He 3Has, Kak
yrenmTh. OHa U cama 4yBCTBOBaja ce0si BUHOBarou B rubenu buina u DHHU, Beap [leHu npuser
Apy3ei Ha BEPHYIO CMEPTh paJy TOT0, YTOObI TOTOBOPUTH C HEM.

— Kak tBOM nema, Menucca? — Bapyr crpocun [[eHH, U JIUIO €ro yTpaTWii0o BUHOBATOE
BbIpaXX€HUE. — YUTO-TO THI TPYCTHUIIIb B IMOCJIEIHEE BPEMSL.

— Pa3Be? Y MeHs Bce HOpMAJIbHO.

— VYBepeHa? — JleHH NBITIMBO BCMOTpEIICS B €€ Nuio. Ero npucranbHblid B3DIAL Menucce
HE MOHPABUJICA.

— VYBepena! Tol ayuie ckaxu... y TeOs Toxe Bce HopMalibHO? Eciu He cuutars bumna ¢
OHHH.

JleHy IpUIYpUIICA U YCMEXHYIICH.

— Jla, HOpMaJIbHO, HACKOJIBKO 3TO BO3MOXKHO JJIS Ye068eKa B KOJIJOBCKOM MHUPE.

— MBI CKOpO BEpHEMCS IOMOM, — HE MOIYyMaB, JANHYNA JIncca u TyT ke MOHsIa, YTO 3TOr0
TOBOPUTH HE CIIENOBANIO. JJeHr MTHOBEHHO YLEIUJIICS 3a €€ CIIOBA.

— Orkyna Th1 3Haenn? Thl HalDIa CIIOCO0?

— He 5. Ho s 31a10, KTO momoxeT HaM. ToJIbKo He 3a7iaBaif 00JIbllie BOIIPOCOB, Xopoio? S He
MOTYy IOKa HAYETO PacCKa3bIBaTh.



Ona u He 3aMeTHIIa, KaK OH NMPUJBUHYICS Onmke. Teneps ux jauiia ObTH COBCEM PSIOM.

— Xopol1io, KaK cKaxelb, — npoinenTan Jleau. — S He Oyay cripanmBark.

HeoxuganHo ero pyku OOBWJIM €€ Tallio, a TryObl NPUIbHYIM K ee rybdam. Jlucca
MPOTECTYIOIIE BCKUHYJIA PYKH, U B ’TOT MOMEHT C TPOXOTOM PACIaxXHYyJIacCh BXOJHAs ABEPb.

— YT0 3/1€Ch IPOUCXOTUT?

Ot negsuoro rosnoca CaliMoHa y JIncChl KpOBb 3aCThUIA B JKHUJIaX.

— Huuero ocoOeHHOTO, S yX€ YXOXKY, — BbIIAJINJIa OHA, BCKAKWBas C JMBaHA, W MyleH
BbUIETENA 32 JIBepb. [I[pUHI] HE ycriesl OCTaHOBUTH €€.

BopBaBumice k cebe B cmanbHio, Jlucca Opocmiack Ha KpoBarh. Tak, JUIIOM BHHU3, OHA
mpoJiexkana O4eHb J0JT0, B 0ECCHIIBHOM SIPOCTU IO KPOBH Kycasi TYOBI.

«Koeo 51 oomanvisaro? Camy ceos?! A ne xouy maxk nocmynams ¢ Catimonom!»

OHa BCcKOYMJIa C KPOBAaTU M pBaHyla Ha ceOs IBepibl HacTeHHoro mkaduuka. Korma-to ona
npuHecia napy OyThUIOK XOPOILIETO KPaCHOTO BHUHA M MOCTaBWJIa HA BCSIKUM Clydail B 3TOT caMblii
mkaduuk. Torga emie OoHa HE MNPEACTaBIsJIA, YTO KOTJA-HUOYIb MOXKET IOMBITaThbCs HAWTH
yTEIlIEHUE B aJIKOT0JIe, HO ceiiuac 4yBCTBOBAJA, YTO BUHO €/ MPOCTO HEOOXOIUMO.

Houbl0 B IBEpb TUXOHBKO MOCTYYAJIH.

Jlucca BckMHYA TOJOBY, UCYTaBIIMCh, UTO 3TO CaliMOH, HO OHA OIIMOJIACH.

— Jlucca? K tebe moxxHO? — paszgaiics u3-3a aBepu Herpomkuit ronoc Jenu. I Menucca
MIJI0OXO COOOpakas, 4To AeNiaeT, pazpenmia eMy BOUTH. OT BRIIUTOTO BHHA €l ObUIO OYE€HB TypHO,
roJIoBa KPYKUJIach W CHJIBHO TOIHMWIO0. OHa JeXana NMONepeK KpOBaTH JUIIOM BHU3 U JAXKE HE
B3IJIsAHYNA Ha [[eHu, korga oH BOLIET.

OH cen psIOM ¢ HEM Ha KpoBaTh U KaKOe-TO BpeMs cujesn monda. Jlucca ciplinana, Kak OH
TSDKEJIO JIBIIMT, U BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJIA UCXOSIIMA OT HETO KUCIIbIM BUHHBIN 3anax. OHa moaHsIIa
ria3a Ha Jlenu. Ero n1uiio B TEMHOTE Ka3aJIOCh pa3MbIThIM, U BCSI KOMHATA IUIbLIA TIepe]l TJIa3aMu.

— Thl... ibaH?

S3pik enBa Bopouasicsa. C OOJBIIMM TPYJIOM OHA MEPEBEpPHYIAch HA CIUHY M yCTaBWJIaCh Ha
Jlenu.

— To1 Toxke, — oTo3Baincs oH. OH BAPYr HAKJIOHUJICA U MOIeNoBal ee, u JIncca orBeTHIIa HA
MOLIEITYH.

OTtopBaBumch oT ero ryo, Menucca nonsitajiack chOKYCHpPOBaTh B3I HA €T0 JIMIE U BAPYT
MOHsIA, YTo niepea Her He [enun, a CailMOH. DTO OH JIacKaJj €€ U 1[eJIOBAI.

— S mobmio Tebs1, — npomenTana Jlucca, ene-ene meBesis ryoaMu.

— U 51 1ebs1, — oto3Banca CalilMOH, IPOJOJKAS JaCKaTh €€, TOJIBKO BOT TOJIOC Y HEro ObLI
YYXKOHU. ..

Jlucca mpocHynach OT TOro, YTO KTO-TO Diaawia ee mo miedy. C TpyIoM pasjienuB He
’KeJarole OTKPBIBaThCS BEKH, OHA 3aCTOHAA: TOJIoBa O0Jjiena, BO PTy Mepecoxiio, U CaMOYyBCTBUE
OBLIO y)KacHOE.

— JloOpoe yTpo, aIKOrojinuKa, — HACMEINUIMBO MOMPUBETCTBOBAI €€ Yeii-TO TOJI0C.

Jlucca noBepHynach u yBujena Jleau. OH jexan psioM ¢ HEH TOBepX ofesiia, MPUKPHIBIIUCH
pyOaIkoii, u MOrIaXXUBAJl €€ PYKY.

— Thwi uTo TYT Aenaenb?! — Menucca oTepHy/Ia PyKy, PE3KO Cela U BAPYr OOHApYXKUJIa, YTO
caMa OHa COBEPUICHHO ToJjasl.

W TyT OHa BCIOMHUJIA, YTO MPOU30UUIO0 HOYBIO.

— O 0oxe, — MOpoCTOHANa OHA, 3aKPbIB JUIO pykaMu. — UTO MBI ¢ TOOOW HATBOPUIIH,
JleHu...



— DTO OCTaHETCA MEXJYy HaMU, — OH OCTOPOKHO JOTPOHYICS A0 MenuccuHoro mieya. —
Mse 6b110 ¢ TOOOM XOPOITIO.

HepuyB mieudom, Jlucca cOpocuiia ero pyky, OTBEpHYIaCh U HaTsAHYIa HOYHYIO DPYOaIlKy.
JIeHHn Tak ¥ OCTaJICs B HOCTENH.

Tyr B kopujmope paszfajcs TOMOT TOPOIUIMBBLIX IIATOB, U B KOMHATy 0€3 CTyKa BUXpEM
BOpBaJiack MopeHa.

— $ Tebsa Bcromy uckana! — THEBHO BO30MWJIA JieKapka. — MHe U B rOJIOBy HE MOIJIO
MIPUWATH, YTO THI €ILE CITUIIIb!

Mopena 3anHynach, yBUA€B JleHM B IOCTENM MOAPYrM. 3aMETHO CMYTHBIIMCBH, JIEKApKa
3aKycuiia ryoy.

— IlpoctuTe, KOHEYHO, HE XOTela BaM MeIlATh, — MPOTSAHYIa OHa MW Opocuia
HCTIETIeNISIFONMM BT Ha JInccy. — MeI ¢ TOOOM 1M03Ke MOTOBOPHM.

W, He naB BKOHEI 00ecKypaxeHHON Menucce ckazarh XOTh CJIOBO, MopeHa pa3BepHY/Iach U
yIAJINIACh, CEPAUTO XJIOMHYB ABEPHIO.

— BoT BuauIlb, 4TO THI Hajienan?! — 3;100H0 Opocuiia Menucca, MoBepHYBIIMCH K JeHu.

— IIpocTn, — TOT OTBEJ B3I, BCTAJI C KPOBATH U CTaJl OIEBaTbCs. B MOJTHOM MOJIMaHUH OH
HaTsHYJ Oproku U pyOaiky. JIncca Ha Hero He cMoTpena. Yxke y iBepu JleHu moBepHYICS K HEM.

— OHa Tenepp, HaABEPHO, BCE PACCKAXKET TBOEMY... — OH 3aIIHYJCS, HE JKeJlasi MPOU3HOCHUTh
nMmeHn CaliMoOHa.

— Jla, pacckaxet, — OypkHyna Jlucca.

— W 4aro Oynet?

— He 3Haro.

J1o Hee BIpyr 0110, YTO 3TO MPOUCIIECTBUE MOKHO MCIIOJIB30BaTh B CBOUX UHTEpecax. Benp
Teneph ei MPUXOJAUTCI UTPATh POJIb, IPUTBOPATHCS, YTO OHA XOUeT U30aBUTHCS oT CaliMoOHa. ..

— S xak-HuOypb BEIKpY4YyCch. He 3a0uBaii cede roiosy.

JIeH" yIuBIEHHO U HEJIOBEPUYMBO ITIOCMOTPEII Ha HEE, HO OOJIbIIE HUYETO HE CKa3all.

Korma on ymen, JIucca ObicTpo ymbLIachk, oaenach U nodexana k Mopene. braro, nekapka
Obuta y cebd. OHa cujena B CBO€M TEMHOW KaMOpPKE 3a CTOJIOM IpU CBEYaX U YTO-TO MHJIA U3
dbapdopoBoro Gokaa.

— MoHo Kk Te0e? — poOKko cripocuiia Menucca, MpUOTKPHIB ABEPD.

— 3axoau, — MopeHa moCMOTpeEsa Ha HEE CO CMECHIO MPE3PEHUS U HEAOBEPUS.

Jlucca cena HaPOTUB JIEKAPKU U, TNIYOOKO B3JIOXHYB, BbITAJIMIIA!

— 51 Bce 00BACHIO.

— Jla yX, moTpyaucCh, — €1KO0 oTBeTUIa MOpeHa, IPUILYPUB CEPBIC II1a3a.

— ThI MO TIOZIpYTa, Thl CMOKEIIL MEHSI OHATh. 1O, YTO ThI BUJIENIA, KOIJa KO MHE 3aluia...
3TO HE TO, YTO ThI moaymana. f... s Hanunach Buepa. CUIbHO HAUIIACH.

— 1 3Har, — 3akaruia riasa Jiekapka. — TBos KOMHara HacKBO3b Iporaxia BUHoM. U Tebs
BUJICJIA BUEPA, MSTKO CKa)KeM, HE B CAMOM aJICKBATHOM COCTOSIHUH.

— K10 MoOr MeHs BUAETh B MO€EM cnainbHe?! — U3ymMIeHHO BbITapanmiack JIucca.

— TBos cectpa. OHa 3axonuiia K Tede mepel CHOM, Thl CHJIEa Ha KPOBaTH, packaunBaaach U3
CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY U M€J1a KaKyI0-TO UYIllb.

«Ymo orce s maxoe nena?.. Ax, oa.

“JIr0o00BB KECTOKA,

Y TaK OJUHOKO TJIEET Ayla.

U oronsp, He cnenia,



IIOXKUPAET €€ U3HYTPH.

UyTs gplma, s CMOTPIO Ha OCTAHKHU AYIIH. . .

MOEW Jymm’”.

Jla, BOT 4TO 32 4ylllb S MENA...»

— XeneHa ckazana, Thl ee Jake He 3aMmeTuina. OHa He crana TeOs OECHOKOUTh MO TOU
NpUYUHE, YTO TeOe U TaK HECIAJKO MPUXoauTca. MoxkeT, 0ObICHUIIIb, B UEM JIETIO?

Jlucca 3akycuna ry0y, coOnpasich C MbICJIIMHM, OJJHaKO MopeHa eie He 3aKOHYUJIA.

— Tsl Oeraens ot CaliMOHa IO BCEMY JBOpPILY, KaK OLNIAapeHHas, a KOrjga OCTaeulbCs OIHA,
PUKJIAJbIBACIbCSl K OyThUIKE, a TIOTOM Cpejib Oena JIHA y TeOs B MOCTENU TBOM JAPYXKOK, U Y Bac
000MX TaKO# BUJ, CJIOBHO BbI BCIO HOYb. ..

— MopeHa, octaHOBUCH! — yMoOJIsIOIIIE TTpocTOHANa Jlncca.

Jlexapka ynuBIIEHHO ycTaBuiaach Ha Hee. M3 rima3 Menuccbl TOTOKaMHU JIMIIACH CIIE3BL.

— 5 Bo3Bpamarocks oMo, — Bexnunuyna Jucca. [logpyra 3aqymMunBO npUIypHUIach.

— 3auem? YV TeOs Belb 37IeCh Hayajao BCE HaJIaKUBaThes, He Tak ju? [IpuHil xouet Ha Tebe
AKEHUTHCS. . .

— Ounuce, Mopena! MHe He HyXHa Takas XW3Hb, B 3TOM JIBOPIIE, CPEIH KOJIAYHOB C
BaMIIMPaMH, S 31€Ch UykKas, MIOHUMaelb? !

— Kak Hu ctpanHo, na, monuMmaro. I ¢ camoro Hayana CailMOHY TOBOpHUJIA, YTO Y HETO HE
BBII/IET HaBCETNa OCTaBUTh TeOs 31ech. TONBKO BOT s Jymana, 4TO NpUYMHA OylIeT COBCEM
apyras...

— TsI ymana, MEHs €ro MpUITENN ChEAAT? — HECMOTPS HA TPArMYHOCTh CUTyaluH, Jluccy
pazobpan cmex. Kro Obl mMor momymarb, 4To OyAeT Tak 3a0aBHO MNPOU3HECTH BCIyX CBOM
ITIOTA€HHBIN CTPax, KOTOPBIA TEP3aJl €€ B IIEPBBIE THU NOCJE KIIOCBAILECHUSD> B BEAbMBI.

— He coBceM Tak, KOHEUHO, HO CMBICI IPUMEPHO TOT k€. S oxuaana, 4ro Tedst pazoodiayar.
[ToTom, KOHEUHO, s ycrnokouiack. Ho s ¥ momymars He Mora, YTO ThlI 3aXOuellb cama OpOCUTH
CaiimoHna!

«/la He xouy s eco0 b6pocams!» — enBa He 3akpuyasnia Menucca, HO BMECTO 3TOTO CKa3zaja
COBCEM JIPYTOE.

— MHe HyorcHo BepHYTbCS JOMOUW. Y MEHsI TaM pOIUTEINH, CECTPEHKa... Mou OJMM3KHUe KAyT
MeHs. A CaiiMOH. .. OH uyoi. OH NpUHL, KOJIYH, BAMIIUP, a 1 KTO? S 4enoBek.

— 4 monumaro. U, Hamo mymare, mo 3TOW mpu4uHE Thl cnullb ¢ [lenn? OH Benp TOXKe
YEJIOBEK.

— Ts1 roBopUIIb TaK, OYATO S MOCTOSIHHO C HUM CILIIO, HO 3TO OBLIO BCETo OiuH pa3, MopeHa,
U 51 Y)KacHO COXKaJIet0, YTO 3TO BooOILe pou3ouwio! Sl mpocTo HUYEero He cooOpaxkana HOUbIO.

D10 OBUIO JOXKBIO. Menucca OTIMYHO MOMHMIIA, Kak Ha MecTe JleHW el momepenmics
CaiiMOH. DTO M CTaJl0 €AMHCTBEHHON MPUYMHON, O KOTOPOMl JIeHH oka3ajics B €€ MOCTENH.

— 3aro apyrue coodpakaroT OTMEHHO, — XOJIOAHO cka3ana MopeHna. — CaliMOH ObUT y MEHS
nepea TBOUM BU3UTOM. OH CKa3all, 4TO yTPOM XOTell 3aiTH K Tebe, HO TBOS CECTpa €ro He MyCTUJIa.
Ero 3amHTepecoBasio, B 4eM Aeno. J[HeM OH momena B CTOPOHY TBOEW CIAJIbHU M CTOJIKHYJICS C
Jlenu, KOTOpbIM Kak pa3 marayg orryna. CaiiMOH HE CTaJ ¢ HAM 3aroBapuBarb, OH CMOJYaj, HO
IIPUILEII CIOJIa U paccKa3all MHE. Sl OTBETHIIA EMY, UTO HUYETO HE 3HAIO.

Jlucca ¢ 61aroJapHOCTHIO MOCMOTpEIIA Ha MOAPYTY.

— Cnacu0o, 4TO IpUKpHLIA.

— S momnarato, Thl cama paszbOepelbcsi ¢ MpUHLIEM? — TOH JIEKapKuh ObLI BCE TaKUM K€
JESHBIM.



— 4 Bce emy ckaxy, korjaa Oyy roTosa.

Mopena 3aaeprkaiia B3I Ha 3alJIaKaHHbBIX I1a3axX Melrcchl 1 HEMHOTO OTTasiia.

— Jlucca... S xody TeOst TOIPOCUTH 00 OJTHOM BEIITH.

— IIpocu, 0 yem xouemn!

— Ecnu yx ThI cobpanack pazoute CaliMOHY cepjlle, cleiaid 3TO aKKypaTHO... YTOObI eMy
ObUIO HE 04eHb 00abHO. [loo0emait MHe, yTO Oy/enb TaKTUYHA.

«A otce eco bpocaro, Kakas yic mym makmuiHocms?» — € ropeubto nogymana Jlucca, a BCiryx
CKasama:

— MopeHa, Kak s MOry jAaBaTh Takue oOemiaHus? S naxke mpeacTaBUTh 00IOCh, KaK OH
oTrpearupyet! S mocTaparoch ckazaTh eMy BCe Kak-HUOYIb TOMSTYE, HO. ..

Omna 3amHysach ¥ HE CMOTJIa HAWTH CIIOB, YTOOBI 3aKOHYUTH CBOIO MBICIb. MOpeHa B310XHYIIA.

— OueHb HAJIEIOCh, YTO y Bac BCE BCKOpE paspenmtcs. MHe He HpaBUTCS, YTO HaM 00euM
MPUXOJIUTCS ero oOMaHkIBaTh. [loaToMy, JIucca, qymait 6icTpee.

Houbto Menucca criana mioxo. Ei caunca J{enu, kotopsii npespataics B CailMOHa, a TOTOM
cawica u CaillMOH, NMPEBPAIABIIAMCI B XKYTKOTO KJBIKACTOTO MOHCTpA. YTPOM, COBEPILEHHO
pazouTtas, Jlucca kak momanio ofenach W HampaBuwiach K XeneHe. [fTomumo MopeHsbl, el HyX HO
OBIII0 OOBSICHHUTHCS €IIIE ¥ C CECTPOM.

XelieHa cujiesia Ha KpOBAaTH M YuTasa ra3eTy. Y BUIeB JIuccy, OHa OTIIOKHUIIA TOHKUE JTUCTBHIL

— IIpuBetr, — Menucca roxHynach K HEd Ha KpOBaTh.

— HeyxXTo Thl KO MHE SIBUJIACh, — BCIUIECHYNIA pyKaMU X€JIEHA U MMOKaJyaia roJIOBOM. — YK
HE JIJISL TOTO JIM, YTOOBI OOBSICHUTB, C UETO ITO Thl TaK HaJpaack ro3aByepa’?

— Yrapana.

— Moxens HUYEero He OOBICHATh, Joporas. Sl Bce monHumaro. Ho Bce ke He cTOMT
HaIUBaThCs, YTOOBI 3a0bIThCA. .. He momoraer, moBeps.

B mrazax XeneHsl mieckanach 00iib, U Jlucca mpounTana B HUX TO HEBBICKA3aHHOE, O YEM
cecTpa, HAaBEpHOE, HUKOI' /1A €M HE MTOBEHACT.

XeJeHa TPSAXHYJIA TOJIOBOM, CJIOBHO cOpachiBasi meyaib.

— 4 nmymaro, HaM TTopa BO3BpAILIAThCS, — CKa3ajla OHAa HAPOYMTO CIOKOMHO. — Yem ckopee
MBI OTCIOJIa UICUE3HEM, TE€M JIyUIle JJIsl HaC.

— 4l cornacna. Hazmo TOJIbKO pemmTh, KOTAa.

— A emle Ha/I0 COOOIMTH TBOUM JPY3bsiM. OHH, pa3yMeeTCsl, TOXKE KAk YT MOMACTh JOMOM.

— 1 cama um ckaxy, 1agHo?

— Kak xouenb.

XeJeHa B3/I0XHYJA U, MEUTATEIbHO 32KMYPUBIIMCh, MPOIIEHTANA:

— A Tam, 110Ma, CKOpO BECHA. ..



I'n1aBa 30

[IpocuaeB HeCKOMBbKO YacoB y cebs B cmanbHe, Jlncca, HakoHeI], penmiach MOUTH U
pasbickaTh Jlenu u [leimk, 4T00BI COOOUMTH UM PAJOCTHYIO HOBOCTb.

[leitmx Oblna B cany, cuaena B Oeceike ¢ KHUTOM B pykax. Brimisgnena oHa BEIUMKOJIETHO —
HOBOE IJIaThe€ JIMJIOBOTO I[BETA €11 0OYeHb 110, JOBEpIlaia 00pa3 yyJecHasi MpruiecKa u3 3a0paHHBIX
HABEPX TYTUX JJOKOHOB.

Psanom Oonrancst Cepxuo. OH keBall sI0J0KO, pacxXakuBasi BOKpPYr O€CeIKH M HUCKoca
norssabiBas Ha [lenmk. Ta, kazanock, HE 3aMeyvalia €ro, yBlIeUeHHAsI YTCHUEM.

— IIpuser, Ileimk, — oxnuknyna ee Jlucca. — Ilpuset, Cepxuo.

— Jlucca, — obpanosaics konayH. — Kak Tb1, belleza?

— Hopmansho. Ileitpk, MokHO TeOsi Ha MUHYTKY?

— MoxHo, — IleimK 3aMHTEpPECOBAHHO MOCMOTpENIa HA HEE W NMOMHSUIACH CO CKAMEWKH.
Koraa onu oTonum B CTOpoHKY, JIncca, HE MOBOPaYMBasICh JIMLIOM K MOJPYre, TUXO MPOU3HECIA:

— MBI MOXKEM BEpHYTHCS JOMOMU.

— Bo BHenmmHuit mup? — uzymiieHHo nepecnpocuia Ilenmkx. — Kak?!

— VY moel cecTphl ecTh K04, OHa MOXKET NepenpaBUTh HAC B TI0OOH MOMEHT.

— O 60xe... Jl1aBHO THI 3HACIIH?

— Ilo mpaBnae roBopsi, 1aBHO, — JIucca mo-npexxHemy uzoberanga cMoTpeTh [lelmk B riaza.

— U TB1 MoONTUana?!

— XeJleHa Mpocuia MEeHsl He TOBOPUTh HUKOMY JIO TOPHI 10 BpeMeHu. HaM Hy»HO ObUIO ere
VIAIUTh KOE-KaKHE JIeJIa B 3aMKE.

— Ho tenepb-To BbI UX yiIaauin?

— Jla... moutn, — B3moxHyna Menucca. — MpbI U3BECTUM Bac, Koraa OyieM OKOHYareJlbHO
TOTOBBL.

OHa noBepHynach, YTOObI YTH, HO TYT BcrioMHuUIIa o Opare Ileiipk. Buners ero eit coBcem He
XOTEJIOCh, TIO3TOMY OHA CIIPOCHUIIA:

— TrI1 nepenainmns Mou ciaoBa JleHu?

— Paszymeercs.

Jlucca kuBHYyNa U yaanuiachb. YToObl HE CTAJIKUBAThCs HU € KeM, ocoOeHHO ¢ CalilMOHOM, OHa
TOPOILIMBO BEPHYJACH K ce0€ B CHAIBbHIO U MPOCHU/JIETA TaM JI0 Beuepa.

bike K HOUM HEYBEPEHHBIN CTYK B ABEPb 3aCTaBUII JIMCCYy HACTOPOKUTHCS.

— K10 Tam?

— K tebe MoxHO? — B KOMHATYy 3arisHya JleHu.

— 3axo0/iy, pa3 yx Npuilen, — npopopyaia Menucca. — Y MeHS €CTh HOBOCTH.

— S yxe 3Haro. S Bumencs ¢ cectpoid, — JleHu cen psaoM ¢ Hel U ynblOHyiIcs. — Pag, uTo
Mbl HAKOHEI-TO MOMaJeM JOMOM... CIIYCTA CTOJbKO BpemMeHW. Hamm pomutenn, HaBepHOE,
MOJTyMAIOT, YTO MbI BOCKPECJIN U3 MEPTBBIX.

JIncca HEBOJIBHO paccMeEsuIach.

— IlpencraBp, 4TO momymaroT MOM. MeHs elle He Tak JOJro He ObUIO0, IO CPaBHEHUIO C
Xenenou. OHa mpomnana U3 BHEMHETO MUpPa MOYTH YEThIPE ToAa Hazad. BOT KTO JMEHCTBUTEIBHO
BOCKpeC U3 MepTBbIX. J[axke s Bepuiia B TO, UTO €€ OOJBIIE HeT.

Jlenu npuaBUHYICS MOOTUXKE K IEBYIIKE U OOHSIT €€ 3a TIJIeUH.

— Ilpencrapnsito, Kak OHH OOPaAYIOTCS, — CKa3ajl OH HETPOMKO.




— Jla yx, — JIucca He OTCTpaHWIIACH OT HEr0 — CEUYac €M XOTEJIOCh PSIAOM KOro-TO, KTO
XOpOIIO TMOHUMAET €€ 4YesoBeueckre 4yBcTBa. OHa MOJO0XKWJIA TOJOBY MApHIO Ha IJIEYO, U OH
ITOTJIaIUII €€ TI0 BOJIOCAM.

— 3Haellb, s XoTena Tede cKka3ath. ..

— He roBopu Huuero, — npoiuenrtan JleHu 1 monenoBal ee.

N Jlucca cHoBa nmojjanach €My, BOT TOJIBKO Ha ATOT pa3 OHa Obla Tpe3Ba.

% %k ok

CaiiMOH OBbUT OYEHB 3071.

CHavana Ha AHAX OH 3acTtall Menuccy HaeauHe ¢ JleHn B KOMHare oriabixa. Buepa oH BUAEn
Jlenn B xopumope, BeayieMm B nokou Jluccesl. [locne atoro CaitmMon moobeman cede He CITyCKaTh
ma3 ¢ aeByllkd. OIHAKO B 3aMKE OHA HE MOSBISIACh, @ UATH NPSAMO K HEM B KOMHAry OH HE
pemaicsi. B mocieanee Bpemsi Menucca Bena ce0s O4eHb CTpaHHO — OHa CTajla 3aMKHYTOH,
MoJ4aauBOM W sBHO u3bOerana CailimoHa. OH MOHATHS HE UMeEN, B 4yeM TyT jAeno. [lompoboBar
pa3y3Harh, 4TO K YEMY, OH POBHBIM CYETOM HUYETO HE A0OUJICs. XeleHa YIIOPHO OTMalYuBaIach, a
MopeHna nenana Bug, OyJITo €if BOOOIe HUYETO HE U3BECTHO. Y MPUHIIA CI0XKHUIOCH BIEUYaATICHUE,
4T0 00€ OHU MPEKPACHO 3HAIOT, UTO MPOUCXOJIUT, HO BHITOpaKkUBaOT Jlnccy.

M BoT ceromHs, Kak pa3 B TO Bpewms, korma Jlncca oObdHO J0XKUIach cnarb, CaiiMOH CHOBa
yBUaen JleHu, HampaBIsBIIETOCS B CTOPOHY €€ KOMHAThI. [IpuHIl X0Ten ObUIO MOWTH CIE0M, HO
TYT €ro OCTaHOBWJIA CIy)XKaHKa ¢ cooOmieHueM, 4To MopeHa jKellaeT BUIIETh €ro y ceds Mo
HEOTJIOXKHOMY Jieny. « Ha koti uepm s nomaoobuncs Mopene 6 makoe epemsa?» — paccepauics
CaiimoH. OH TIOCIIENMII B KAMOPKY JIEKapKH, ofHaKO MOpeHbI TaM HE 0Ka3aJIoCh, XOTS JIBEPh ObLIa
He 3anepta. [IpoxknaB Mopeny 6uThlil yac, CailMOH OKOHYATEJIbHO BBIIEN U3 ce0s. PenmB 3aiiTu k
HEH T03%Ke, OH CBUPENO 3aXJIOMHYJ ABEPh U HAIPABUIICS HABEpX, K Memnucce.

[logxonst K IBEpU €€ NOKOEB, OH HEBOJIBHO 3aMEIJIWJI IIAar W MPUCIYIIAICA, HO HUYEro
HEOOBIUHOTO HE YCIBIIAl — TOJBKO KaKOW-TO HEBHSTHBIM IIOPOX. 3arauB japixaHue, CailMOH
MOCTYyYall B IBEPb.

— Jlucca?

N3-3a nBepu nOHECIACh HETPOMKAs BO3HS, 3aTEM CAABIEHHBIA HCIYTAHHBIA rOJ10C MenCChI:

— Canimon? [logoxau... s He oJleTA.

— O, 3T0 He TIpobsIeMa, — KUBO OTKJIUKHYJICS CaiiMOH.

— Hert! He Bxomu!

Ho npuHI y:xe moBepHYNI pydKy JABEPU W LIATHYI B KOMHary. KapTuHa, mpeacraBmas mnepey
€ro TJIa3aMH, B TIEPBBIII MOMEHT 3aCTaBUJIa €70 OCTOJIOCHETb.

Jlucca cTosyia 'y KpoBard, OOMOTAaBIIMCH MPOCTHIHEH, YTOOBI MPHUKPHITH TOJIOE TEIO.
OOHaxxeHHbIN J[eHu cuien Ha MOCTENU, HAKUHYB Ha ce0st 0JIesiIo.

— UYTto Tebe 31ech HY)KHO? — XMYpO MOMHTepecoBaiach Jlucca.

— YeM 3TO THI TyT 3aHUMaclbCcsA?! — HakoHel BbiAaBWsl CailMOH, NEPEBONAS B3IV C
JIEBYIIIKM HA CBOETO COIEPHUKA.

Menuccy Opocuio B xap.

— A Ha 4T0 3TO TIOX0)ke? — OypkHyna oHa. CailMOH HEOXKHUJIAHHO CJIETal PE3KOE ABUKEHUE,
CJIOBHO XOTeJ HaOpocuThes Ha Jlenu, Ho Menucca BeTajia Ha ero myTH.

— Het, — ckB03b 3yObI IpolieAnIIa OHA, TS Ha MPUHIA U CTapasiCh BJIOKUTH B 3TOT B3IJISI
KaK MO>KHO OOJIbIIe IPOCTH, KOTOPOW Ha cCaMOM JIeJie HE UCIIBIThIBAJIA.

— Ts1 ero OombIte HE TpoHEIh! Yxoau!

CalimoH cMmoOTpesl He Ha Hee. Ero B3msia mo-mpexkHeMmy ynupaics B auno Jlenu. Menucca



naxe He o0epHynach B CTOpoHy noctenu. OHa Bee eme He cBoawia mia3 ¢ Caitmona. U korga ona
MOWMaJIa €ro B3IJIs/I, OHA MOHJIA — OH CHAJICH.

— 3a4eM ThI 3TO JeNaellh? — YOUTHIM TOJIOCOM, COBCEM THXO CIIPOCUII MpUHIL. — 3a uTo? B
YEM s IPOBUHUJICS?

— Hu B uem. Tbl HM B ueM He BUHOBAT. [IpocTO Thl MHE HE HyXeH. S 60mbIIe He 000 TeOsI.

['1aBHBIE clTOBaA OBUIM CKA3aHBI.

CaiiMOH CMOTpEN HAa HEE HEJOBEPUYUBO U U3YMIIEHHO, U, Ka3aJIOCh, HE BEPUJI CBOUM YIIIAM.

— VYxomu, — pnobuna ero Menucca, Temepb yxKe cTapasich HE BCTpPEYarbcsi C HUM
B3MISIIOM. — S HEe X04y TeOst 00JIbIIe 3/1e€Ch BUJCTb.

CalilMOH MoOI4Ya pa3BEepHYICA, W, JaXK€ HE YJIOCTOMB €€ B3MIAAa, Bblled. Ensa 3a HUM
3aXJIOMHY/JaCh JIBEph M YTUXJIM Iard B Kopuaope, Jlucca, oOeccuiieHHas, OMycTHIach Ha MO,
MPUBAIMBIIMCH CIIMHOM K CTEHE, M 3aKPbUIA JIUIO PYKAMHU.

— 3a4eM Thl TaK C HUM? — HETPOMKO mojai ronoc JleHun. — DTO Benb HENpaBla, ThI
J00UIIb €ro. A OH — Te0sl.

— J1a 4TO ThI B 3TOM NMOHUMaeEIIb?! — orpei3Hynach Jlucca.

— MHe ¥ He HY)XKHO HUYero moHumars... S Bce mpekpacHo Buxy. [lo Tebe, na u mo Hemy
TOXE.

— 3aTKkHuCh, claelail MWiIocTh, — Jlncca momopumiack, MO-MPEKHEMY MOpsya JIMIO B
JaJIoHIX. — MHe POCTO HYKHO BEPHYTHCS JOMOM. Y MEHS HET MHOIO BBIXOJA — I10-IPYrOMYy OH
MEHS HE OTIYCTHT.

— A Tl He TpoOOBaja MPOCTO MOrTOBOPUTH C HUM TIO JTyIam?

— Kakoii To1 ymHbI#! Kak Obl mar mOCTyNHI Ha €ro mecre?

JIeHu omycTHI rias3a u B3JOXHYI.

— S cnenan ObI Bce, 4TOOBI TEOA yaepKaTh.

— Bot storo-to s u 60orock. Eciu oH 3axo4eT, OH W3 MIKYphl BOH BBIIPBITHET, YTOOBI s
octanack. Sl xouy ObITH ¢ HUM, TTOHUMaelnb? Ho u 1oMol BepHYTHCS 51 TOXKE XOuy, S MedTasia 00
TOM C TOTO CaMoro AHs, Kak nonaja B MugHait! Sl HE MOTy IpOCTO TaK OTCTYIHUTHCS OT CBOEH
MEUTBHIL.

JIeHu KUBHYIL.

— To1 npaBa. A Te6s noHUMAIO.

— Thl HUKAK HE MOXEILb MeHs NOHATh, Jlenu. OcTaBb MeHs, moxanyiicTa. S xody MoObITh
OJlHA.

Jenn monua npuHsuics oxeBarbes. Korma o yimen, Jlucca eme Aoiro cuaena Ha IOy y
IBEPHU, 3aBEPHYBIIMCh B IPOCTHIHIO. MEUIEHHO, HO BEPHO K HEM MPUXOAUIIO OCO3HAHUE TOTO, YTO
7TO0 KoHell. KoHell ee )ku3HU B KOpoJieBcTBe MuIHalT, KOHell ee oTHOoIeHusM ¢ CaiimoHnoMm. OHa
YyBCTBOBaJa HEMPEOJOJMMOE OTBpalleHHEe K caMod cebe Hu3-3a TOro, KakuM CIOCOOOM OHa
MOKOHYMJIA C 3TUMH OTHOIIIEHUSIMH.

«A He coepoacana dannoe mebe obewanue, Mopena, — nogymana Jlucca ¢ Tockoil. — Bce
NOJLYYUTIOCH CIUUKOM IHCECTNOKO.

Houbro B ee xomHary npuuuia XeneHa. JIucca cuaena Ha KpoBard, YCTaBUBLIMCH B OHY
TOUKY.

— Tl HE cnulb, — yaIUBHIACH XeJIeHa. — YTO-TO CIy4rIIOCh?

— Jla.

— Pacckaxenis?

— Her.



Xenena Haxmypuiack. Ho crnemyronme cioBa CECTPEHKH 3aCTaBHJIM €€ OCTOJIOCHETh OT
M3yMIICHUA.

— 4 roTroBa BepHYTbCS AOMOM. S coxria MOCThI, XeseHa.

— Taxk ObicTpo... S nymana, Tede MoHag00UTCs OOJIbIIe BpEMEHH.

— Bce, 51 He x04y Oouibllie 00 3TOM TOBOPUTH. JlaBail yiiileM Kak MOKHO CKOpEe.

— Xopomo. Y MeHs Bce JaBHO roToBo. S pa30yxy TeOs paHO yTpoM, U MBI yeneM. JlepxKuch,
neTka. CKopo Mbl Oy/ieM JaJIeKO OTCIOAA.

% %k ok

Tpu 5omaan MYaIKMCh MO JOPOre, OKYTaHHOW MPEAPAacCBETHOM AbIMKOM. UyTh Brepeau, Ha
THEJIOM KOHE, 3aBEpHYBIIMCH B JOPOXKHBIN Tiam, exana XeieHa. [lo3amu Hee B cemie, 00XBaTHB
pyKaMH TaJIMIO CECTpPHI, cuaena Menucca, Toxke ykyraHHasa miamom. ClieioM 3a HUMU Ha MErou
nomaau ckakanu Jenn u Ileimx. B XBocTe 3TOro Majge€HbKOro OTpsiAa, BRIIPSIMUABIIMCH B CEJIE, HA
CBOEH BEJIMKOJIEMHOW OEeNOCHEeKHON Jomaau exania MopeHa, 30pKO DIsAs MO CTOpOHaM U
NepuoANYEeCcKr 000paunBasiCh Ha3al.

XeleHa BpeMs OT BpeMEHU Hckoca nomisabiaia Ha JIuccy. CecTpeHka BhIIIsAENA NJIa4€BHO:
C CaMOro yTrpa OHa HUKOMY HE CKa3aja HHU CJoBa, ObUla MOJABJICHA U SIBHO HAJOJTO ylUla B CBOU
MBICJIH.

«Huuezo, 6ce nanaoumcs, kocoa mvi 6yoem ooma, — nopymaina XejneHa ¢ Haaexaou. — Tawm
ee 0pY3bsl U HAULA CeMb3L...»

Ho B miyOuHe nynm oHa nmoHumasia, 4To oOMaHbIBaeT camy cedsi. Hukakue py3bst HE 3aMEHSIT
YTPAYEHHYIO JIFOOO0Bb.

— Jonro Ham emie exarb? — HeteprneauBo cnpocun Jenu. Onu c Ilelmk ¢ camoro Hayana
MyTH TPeObIBAIM B KpaliHEM BO30YXJeHUU. 3 Bcell KOMIIaHUU OHU ObUIM €IMHCTBEHHBIMH, KOTO
pazoBaJIO MPEACTOSILEE BO3BPAIEHNE BO BHEILIHUI MHUP.

— Her, ocranoce uyrb-uyTh, — 3aBepuiia ux Mopena. — Ham HyXHO yKpOMHO€ MECTO IS
OTKPBITHUS MOPTAJIA, THAYE HAC MOXKET KTO-HUOYIb 3aMETHUT.
— Ilycts Bugar, — ormaxuynace Ilenmk. — IlneBana s Ha HUX. S BO3BpalalOCh TIOMOU, W

HHUKTO HE B CUJIaX MEHS OCTAHOBUTH. [IyCTh TOJBKO MOMBITAIOTCA.
Mopena nummb Monya ycMmexHylnack. OHa Jydille ApPYrux TOHUMalla OMAcHOCTh OBbITh
noiiManHbiMU. M ecnim CallMOH NPOHIOXAET, YTO OHA MPOBOXKAjda JpPy3e, €l CHUIIBHO HE

ITO3I0POBUTCHL.
— Ham HyXHO CBEpHYTh BOH TyJla, — HapyIIHJIA MOJIYAHUE JIEKApKa Yyepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeEMs,
yKa3blBasi Ha Pa3BUJIKY Bliepeau. — B mpouwislii pa3, korga OTKPbIBAJIIA MOPTaJ, 3TO MPOU30LLIO

MMEHHO 37€ECh.

BriexaB Brnepen, MopeHa npunmopuia JIOMAAb U BO BECh ONOpP IIOHECHACh IIO JOPOTE.
OcranbHbIe HarHAJIK €€, KOT/AAa OHA yXK€ CIEMNBaIach HA YKPOMHOM MOJISIHKE MEX T'YCThIX BBICOKHX
KYCTOB.

— JIuBHOE MECTEUKO, — 3aMeTHiIa XeJeHa.

— TgBom BamMmupsl MOKa3ajdd MHE €ro, KOrna Thl OTIPAaBUJIA HX NMOXATUTH Jlnccy, —
yXMbUIbHYJach MopeHna. — Hano Oyznet HailTu ux U mo0iarogapuTh.

XeneHa cOpocuia Iiaill, OCTABIIMCh B KUHCAX U MPOCTOPHOM Xj0muaToOyMa)KHOU pyOalke.
OTH BEellM W3 BHEIIHEIO MUpa OHA OEPEKHO XpaHUJa B YKPOMHOM MECTE B CBOMX MOKOSAX C TE€X
CaMBbIX IIOp, KaK CTaJla KOPOJIEBOW M Hadyajla HOCUTH IBIIIHbIE CTAPOMOAHBIE IuIarbkd. OHa Bcerna
3HaJa, 4YTO 3Ta MPOCTELKAS OJICK /1A €U elle MPUrogUTCS.

3ammycTuB PyKy B KapMaH, Xe€JIeHa U3BJICKJA JIBa CTEKJSHHBIX IIAPUKA Pa3MEPOM C TPELKHN



Opex, KaXIblii Ha TOJCTOM cepeOpsHoM memouke. [llapukum ObUTM CIOBHO pa3pe3aHbl MOMOJIAM
TOHKOW KPYIJIOW 30JI0TOM IUIACTUHOM.

— Bort, — oHa npotanyna mapuku Mopene. — Kiroun.

— Tb1 Xouenb ckazarh, UTO OTKPHIBATH MOPTAI Oyay s?

— A k10 xe eme? Thl mpoBesenb HAac, a TOTOM BEPHEIIbCS CHOJIa, U 'y TeOs ocTaHyTcs 00a
Kiatoua. Jlenail ¢ HUMH, 4TO Xouelnb. OHU TBOU.

MopeHa HeyBepeHHO MOCMOTpeJia Ha CTEKJISTHHbIE IIApUKU B CBOMX pykax. OHuM Ornectenu u
MEPETUBAINCH, TAK U IPUTATHUBAS B30D.

— BbI TOTOBBI? — OHa MO OYEpEeau ONIs/eNIa CBOMX CIYTHUKOB, 3aJep:KaB B3I Ha
Menucce. Bce KUBHYIIH, U KaXX]IbIM [TOyMaJI O CBOEM.

— Torma npucTynum.

MopeHna yOpana onuH W3 KJIOYEH B MOTAMHONW KapMaH Ha IUIaThe, BHICOKO TOHSIIA BTOPOM
KJIIOY, JIep’Ka €ro 3a IENOo4yKy, M IMOBEpPHYIa IOJOBUHKHU IIAPUKA B pa3Hbie CTOPOHBI. [llapuk
3aCBETHJICSI, BHYTPU HErO 3a)ercs OCJIEeMUTENIbHO-OeNbli oroHek. Kak TOIbKO OH crTan sipue,
MopeHa cxana mapuk B 00€UMX pyKax M MEIJIEHHO OIMyCTWJa ero Ha 3emiito. [lo TpaBe TyT ke
pacTeKI0Ch cHstolee 0en0e NATHO.

— HWpaute Bce croma, — ApoKalMM TOJ0COM Mo3Bajia jekapka. Ilenmxk, [Jenu, XeneHa wu
JIucca mocIyIHO MOAOLUTH OJIMIKE.

— A Temnepb AEpKUTECH 32 MeHs. JlepKUTech Kpemko, MHaYe BaC MOXET OTOPOCUTH, U BbI
OK2)KETECh HEU3BECTHO TJIE.

UeTthlpe mapel pyK Kpenko BUeNWJIUCh B MopeHy. UeThlpe mapbl mia3 HE OTPHIBAJIUCH OT
3emiu. Jlekapka KuBHYyIa U, CJeaB INyOOKU B/IOX, IIarHyJIa B MSTHO OEJI0TO CBETa.

XeneHa yxxe ycnesa 3a0bITh ’TO HEMPUITHOE YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE UCIIbITAJIA JIUIIL Pa3 B )KU3HHU,
KOIJla BIIEpBbIC Mpoxoauiia uepe3 mnoprai. OmlylieHue ObUIO Takoe, CIOBHO OHa OoiTanach B
BO3JyX€, HEBECOMAs, KaK NyIIMHKA. E€ Teno KpyTWJIO M BEpPTEIO BO BCE CTOPOHBL, U OHA HE
YyBCTBOBAJa PAIOM C COOOM MPUCYTCTBUSI CBOUX CIIYyTHUKOB — JIMIIh B KPEIMKO CXKATHIX PyKax BCe
€LIC YraJblBAIACh XOJIOAHAS pyKa MOpPEHBL.

DTO MPONOIKATIOCH BCETO HECKOJBKO CEKYHI. Kpenmkuid ygap O 3eMJII0 — H BOT YK€ MSTh
YEJIOBEK CTOST HA MOJISIHE TOCPEIN Jieca.

OrnsieBumch BOKpyT, XelieHa cpa3y MOHsJIA, YTO BCE MOMYyYrIIoch. B aToM jecy ObUTH 3BYKU U
3amaxu, KpOHbI JIEPEBbEB LICBEJINI BETEp, IIEOETaIu paHHUE NTalKu. V3ymieHHas, oHa 3aMepiia
Ha MeCTe, MOJIHOM TPyIpl0 BAbIXas 3amaxu yTpeHHero jeca. OHa yxke JaBHBIM-JaBHO 3a0bLia
MPEJIECTh ATOTO HACTOSIIETO, JHcugo2o Mupa. Meprtsas npupoga MuiHalTa OKpyKajia €€ CIHIIKOM
ZOJITO.

Tem BpemeHeM ocTanbHBIE ycrenan Oojiee-MEHee OIMPaBUTHCS Mociie mepeMelneHus. Jlenu ¢
[leiipk o3upannch MO CTOPOHAM C TaKUM BHJIOM, OyITO HHUKaK HE MOIJIM TOBEPUTH B
npoucxogsuiee. MopeHa CKpOMHO CTOsla B CTOPOHKE, BCE €IlE CKMMas B pyKax IEMOYKY C
KJIFOUOM.

Menucca otaenuiiack OT Ipy3eil U MeIJIEHHO ToNuIa Mpoub, YDIyoJssich B Jiec. [leimk xorena
ObLI0 MoOekaTh 3a Hel, HO MopeHa ee He MyCTuIa.

— OcrasbTe €e.

[leimx u [leHn nepernsaHynucsk.

— Mopena npaBa, — BMemanach XeyneHa. — IlycTe uaer.

Jlenu corrypuiicsi, cxkai TyObl U oTBepHyics. [lo-Buaumomy, oH MOHsUI, B yeM jaeno. OnnHa
tonbko Ileipx ocTaBanack B HeBeeHMU. OHa mojkasa rmie4aMu, HO HE CTalla HUYEro CIpaliBaTh.



— MHe nopa Bo3BpamaThscs, — B3J0XHYJNa MopeHa.

XeneHa MocMoTpesa Ha Hee ¢ OOJIBIIMM COKAJICHUEM.

— 3Haelb, Thl 3aMeyareibHas! — ¢ 4YyBCTBOM Ipou3Heciia ObIBIIas kopojieBa. — Bo Bcem
Mugnaiite HeT OOJbIlle HUKOTO, KTO MOT ObI TaK XOPOILO MOHSTH JIFOOOTO... HE3aBUCUMO OT TOTO,
YeJIOBEK 3TO, MJIM BaMITUP, WU KTO-TO enle. beperu ceds, MopeHa.

Jlexapka yibIOHYNIaCh.

— Tsl TokE Oeperu cedsi. U cectpy Oeperu. Eil celiuac kak HUKOTAA HYXHA TBOSI IOMOIb U
nojaep:xkka. He octase ee B TpynHyto MuHyTy. OHa ciiabasi, u el 6e3 Te0s1 He CIIPaBUTHCS.

JIeBylIIKU TMEPETITHYIUCH, TOAyMaB 00 OMHOM M ToM ke. O TOM, KaK TPYIHO MPHAETCS UM
o0enM B TallbHEHIIEM criacaTh Pa3aydeHHbIX BIIOOJICHHBIX OT OTYASIHUS U OOJIH.



I'maBa 31

Ona nwra mo TeMHoO# gopore. bes menu, 6e3 6omm, 6e3 Haaexapl. He momMHs ce0s1, He MOMHS
npyrux. [Ipocro uuia.

Bo Mpake, B Xxomoz€, B yCTOTE. ..

Takas cinabasi, Xpymkas. ..

Eit Tak xoTenock cBeTa! A ThMa, CIIOBHO ObI U3/I€BAsICh, OKYThIBaJIa €€ CO BCEX CTOPOH.

TunmHa OblJIa HEBEBIHOCUMOM. XOTENOCh 3aKpUyarh, YTOObI pa3pylmTh 3T0 6e3mosiBue. Ho He
obu10 cuit. He Obu1O TOMOCA.

Eii xorenocs ocraHoBUTHCS. [103Bars, nponsHecTu aunib uMs. Ho He Obuto cui. U ronoca He
ObLIO.

W oHa muia, yxons Bce Aabllle W Jaiblle, HE 3HAs HAIMPABICHUS, HE BUIS HUYETO BOKPYT,
KpPOME 3TOM TEMHOMW JI0POTH, BEAYILEH B HEU3BECTHOCTS. . .

Bo mpake, B Xo0J10/1€, B MyCTOTE. ..

XelieHa B OIMHOYECTBE CUENA HAa KYXHE U 3alyMUMBO BEPTEIIA B pPyKaX ITYCTYIO KPYXKKY.

OHa wWCHbITAIA KECTOKOE pPa304apOBaHHUE, BO3BPATUBUIMCH JTOMOW. CIHWIIKOM MHOTOE
M3MEHWJIOCH 3a MPOLIC/IIIEE BpEMs — B OKPYKAIOIIMX JIFOASX, a IIaBHOE, B HEW camou. B Heu uro-
TO TepeBepHYIOCh. Eil ObTM HENMPUSATHBI JIOAM — HE KaKHWe-TO KOHKPETHhIE, a Bce cpa3dy. Ee
BOPOTUJIO OT MX Pa3rOBOPOB, OT UX MEIKHUX 3a00T U MPOoOIeM, OT BCEH ITON MBIIIMHOW BO3HU MO/
Ha3BaHHEM «ObIT». Ee Bce pasmpaxano, 0COOEHHO COJIHEUHbIE Jy4H, MPOOMBAIONIMECS CKBO3b
3aHABECKH. JTOT CBET, OKPYKABIINI €€ CO BCEX CTOPOH, JEMCTBOBAJI HA HEPBHI.

Ho He mepemeHbl B aylie TPEBOXUIU XelieHy Oouibilie Bcero. COCTOSIHME €€ CECTPEHKH
OCTaBJISUIO JKENATh JIYUILIETO.

Menucca Tak ¥ HE OIIPaBUIACh OT MEPEKUTOrO. [Iponwio yxe moaropsl HEAEIU, 2 OHA HU pa3y
HE BBIIUIA U3 KOMHAThl U JO CHUX IOP HE CKa3aja HUKOMY HHU €QUHOrO CJI0Ba. ECTh M NUTH €€
3aCTaBSUTM 4YyTh JIM HE CUJION. Bce mpochObl, MpenioKeHus, YBEIIEBaHUS OHA BOCIPUHUMAJA
OMHAKOBO — MOJIYa, PaBHOAYIIHO, JaXke HE Mg Ha TOTro, KTO K Heil oOpamaerca. OHa CIIOBHO
npeObiBaja B KOME — BHEIIHE pa3HUIla ObUIa JIMIIb B TOM, YTO OHA MOIJIA ABUTAThCs, U IVIa3a ee
OblTM OTKPBITHL. OHA BCE BpeMs Jiekajda Ha KpoBaTh y ce0s B KomHare. [aza ee He ObLIM
MOKPBIMH OT CJI€3, a JbIXaHWE ObLIO CIIOKOWHBIM U POBHBIM. M ¢ BUy Bce ObUIO HOPMAJIbHO... BOT
TOJIBKO CJIOB OT HEE€ HUKTO HE CJIBIILIAI.

XeneHa mpoOoBajla ¢ HEW pas3roBapuBarh, IMpoOOBaja 3aJaBaTh BOIPOCH, HO BCE OBLIO
TieTHO. JloOunack oHa aulb TOoro, uto Memnucca craia cpa3y )K€ 0TBOPaYMBAThCS K CTEHE, CTOUIIO
XemneHe Wi KoMy-JI100 IpyroMy 3aiiTH B €€ KOMHATY.

EnuHCcTBEHHBIM, OT KOTO OHA HE OTBOpadMBajach, Obu1 J[Keiic.

OH ObLT C HEH MOCTOSHHO, AHU U HOYU MPOBOAS B €€ KOMHare. XejeHe OH He HpaBUJICH.
Bripouewm, 3a moJiTOpbl HEAECIN OHA YXK€ YCIiea IPUBBIKHYTH K TOMY, YTO €/ HE HPABATCS BCE JIIOU
BOKPYT.

Cnauasna oHa ObUIa PENIMTENIBHO MIPOTUB TOTO, YTOOBI J[Keic BepTencs Bozie Jluccol. OqHako
MOCJIE Pa3roBopa ¢ OTIHOM XejleHa cmupuiack. OTer pacckaszail €M, Kak CUIbHO J[Xkeic moMor
Menucce nepexuTh HCYE3HOBEHHUE CTApILEN CECTPHI, U Kak 1oaro Jlucca npuxoauia B ceds mocie
U3BECTHUS O €€ THOeNu.

«Jlucca Bcerma ObUla yepecuyp BIEUATIUTEIBHON M AMOLMOHAIBHOM, — TPYCTHO IymMalia
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Jlxeiic ¢ rpycThio cMoTpen Ha Jluccy, He y3HaBasi B €€ JIUIIE TPEKHUE JTI0OMMbIC YEPTHI.

Menucca 1 BpsiMb BHITVISIZICNIa HE TakK, Kak Bcerjga. Ha muile He ObIJI0 HUKAKOTO BBIPAKEHUS,
1aza Oe3yMHO CMOTpPEIU B MPOCTPaHCTBO. [loj HUMHU 3alemiM TEMHbIE KPYrd, a caMH IJia3a
nopaxanu cBoed myctoro. OHM He ObUIM 3amuiakaHHbIMU. Jlucca He Tpoyimiia HU OIHOU
CJIC3UHKU.

C tex mop, Kak OHa BEpHyIach U3 MuaHanTa, OHa HE BbIXOAMJIA U3 CBOEH CHAJIbHU, ITIOUYTH HE
criaja ¥ BCe Bpems Mojdana. ToJbKO B Teé MUHYTHI, KOTJIa OHA BIajajia B KOPOTKOE 3a0bIThe, OHA
pasroBapuBaia BO CHE, IOCTOSIHHO IPOU3HOCS OJTHO U TO K€ UMS.

BbBI10 HEBBIHOCHMO CIIBIIIATH ATO UM M3 YCT BozmwooOneHHou. Ho Jlxkeiic mepedbopos cBom
YyBCTBa U crpsATan ux nomaisine. Celiuac ObLIO ObI BEpXOM 3rou3Ma Jymarhb o cede. OmHax sl OH
yke moMor Jlucce BeIMTH U3 TOJOOHOM JENPEecCCUr U HaMepeBaICs MPUJIOKUTH BCE YCHIIHS, YTOOBI
CIeNaTh 3TO CHOBA. /JJHM M HOYM OH MPOBOAWJI y mocTenu Memuccesl. OH KIall, YTO OHA 3arOBOPUT
UJIA XOTs1 ObI MOCMOTPUT HA Hero. Ho B ee cocTOsIHMM HE ObUIO HUKAKUX U3MEHEHUU yKe OO0JIbIIe
Henenu. OHa cTalla MOXOUTh Ha O€3)KM3HEHHYIO T€Hb, HA OKUBIIIETO MEPTBEIIA.

Oto cpaBHeHHE A1 J>keiica Obuto MouTH mpaaomnoao0HbM. Koraa JIucca npomana, oH O4eHb
noJiro kjaain ee. OH HE BEpUI B TO, YTO TOBOPUJIN B JIEPEBHE — OH HE XOTEJ BEPUTH B €€ CMEPTb.
Ho ona Bce He BO3Bpamaiiach U He BO3BpaIAiach... M BOT, KOrga OH yKe IMOYTH MOTEPsUT HAJEK Y,
CBEpIIMIIOCH uy0. JIucca BepHYsIach, U, 4TO ele 0ojiee HEeBEPOITHO — IPUBENa C CO00M XeleHy.

Ho Menucca BoBce He OblIa cuacT/iMBa MomnacTh oMo, OHa cpa3y e yiuia B CBOIO KOMHAry,
OTTOPOJIMIIACH OT BCEX U C TEX MOP HE MPOU3HECIIA HU CJIOBA.

XesieHa MOYTH HUYEro He OOBSICHUIIA POJHBIM — JIUIIb CKa3alia, 4YTO €€ CECTPEHKa Mepexuia
CTPAIHYIO MMOTEPIO U HE CKOPO TENEPh BEPHETCA K HOPMAJIbHOMN KU3HMU.

Jxeunc 3Hall, B 4YEM JI€JI0 — OH TOBOPWJI ¢ XEJCHOW HAaeIWHEe, U OHA paccKasajia BCE OT
Havasa u 70 KoH1a. OH MOoYTH HE YAMBHUIICS €€ CTPaHHBIM CKa3KaM, HO ObLII COBEPIIIEHHO Pa30uT,
y3HaB, ueM 00bscHseTcs nenpeccust Jluccel. Ho oH He octaBun ee. OH HanesuIcs, YTO OTHAXKIHI
HaBaXXJCHUE MIPOMJIET, U €ro JICBOYKA BEPHETCS K HEMY TaKas e, Kak MpexJie — Becesas, 100pasd,
mo0sImas, ¢ 3aJ0pHbIM OjeckoM B mia3zaX... OH Tak TOCKOBaJ MO 3THUM CHUSIOIMM IJlazaM
VAUBUTEJIBHOTO IIBETa — CBETJO-KAapero, MmouyTu MenoBoro. Temeph OHU ObUIM OECIIBETHBIMH,
MYCTBIMU, KaK Oy/ATO BCs )KU3HbB yIIUIa U3 HUX.

[len yxe oguuHanuareid AeHb. [loutn nBe Hemenu Jlxkeuc He mosBisuicsa noma. [loutu nBe
Henenu Menucca HE MOITIa ONMPABUTHCS OT IMEPEKUTOTO. B €€ COCTOSAHMU 3a HOYb HHYETO HE
m3MeHminock. Korma Jl»kelc mpoCHyNCs, OHa JieKajda Ha KpOBard C OTKPBITBIMH IVa3aMHu U
0e3y4acTHO CMOTpeJa B MOJI.

JIkelic can B Kpecie B €e KOMHaTe, 00sICh OCTaBIIATh €€, TaKyI0 O€33alMTHYIO U YSI3BUMYIO, B
OJIMHOYECTBE. JTOM HOYBIO OH CHOBA MPOCHITAJICS OT €€ Kpuka. CHOBa TO *ke uMs. CailMOH.

Hactynuno yrpo, HO HU4€Tro HOBOTO OHO ¢ COOOM He mpuHecyo. J[kelc B OTYaSHUU CMOTPEI
Ha cBoto Jluccy ¥ moHMMAJ, 4TO HUYETro YK€ He OyleT, Kak MpexJe. ITH HECKOJIbKO MECSIEB
MYYHUTEIBHOTO OXHUJIAHUSA U OCOOCHHO ATH JIHU MOCJE €€ BO3BPAILCHUS CIUIUCH JJISI HETO B OJUH
crionmHoM koumap. EmMy kazanoch, 4TO BCE €ro HaAEXJbl U MEUTHl O OyAylIeM — CYACTIMBOM
OymyIeM ¢ €TMHCTBEHHOU JEBYIIKON, KOTOPYIO OH JIIOOMI — PYIIMJIMCH MPSMO Ha I1a3aX, CJIOBHO
KapTOYHBIN IOMUK.

[TevanbHbIie pa3MbivieHus [[kelica mpepBal OCTOPOKHBIA 3BOHOK B JABEPH. «Kmo 6bl 9mo moz
Ovimb?» — ynuBuiics Jkelc. 3BOHOK MOBTOPUJICSA, OH ObUI YK€ IpoMu€ M KpailHe HAacTOWYMUB.



Heoxunganno Menucca nonssuia ronoBy. OHa sBHO oOparwiia BHUMaHWE Ha 3BOHOK, a Bellb B
MOCJIEIHEE BPEMsI €€ MAJI0O MHTEPECOBAIA MOCTOPOHHUE 3BYKU. YIUBIICHHBIA W 03aJaYCHHBIH,
JI>kerc BbIIEN B KOPUAOP U OTKPBUI ABepb. Ha mopore crosyia He3HakoMas IEByIIKa C IMTOAHATON K
3BOHKY pykoi. OHa ObUTa oieTa B CTAPOMOJHOE CBETI0-0€KeBOe IIaThe JUIMHOM A0 HMKOJIOTOK.
Ee nvHHBIE NIIIEHUYHOTO I[BETA BOJIOCHI PACCHITAIMCH MO IJIeYaM.

— Twor1 JIxkeinic? — crpocuia HE3HAKOMKA. J[>Kelc 0TOponeno KUBHYI.

— A 1Oe... — JIeByllIka HA MTHOBEHHUE 3alHY/Iach, CIOBHO HE PEIIAsiCh 3aKOHYUTH BOIPOC.
['onoc y Hee ObLI JOBOJBHO MPUSTHBIA — MSTKUAM, CIMOKOWHBIA. ['oBopuiia oHa THUXO, OyATO
HaXOJIACh 32 JIBEPbI0 KOMHATHI, T/I€ TOJBKO YTO YCHYJ OOJIBHOI.

— I'me Menucca? — HaKoHeI[ CIIpocuia JEBYIIKa HEYBEPEHHO U OCTOPOKHO.

— B cBoeil koMHate. A Tbl KTO Takas?

— OHa MeHs 3HaeT, — BCE TaK K€ HErPOMKO CKazaJia JeBylka. — Thl He MOT OBl POBOUTH
MEHS K HEH?

— Her, He Mor Obl, — HEOXUJaHHO pe3ko oTBeTws [[kelic. HesHakoMka moaHsiia OpoBH,
VIIUBIICHHASI €T0 TPyOOCTHIO.

— Omna He xoueT HUKOTO BUIeTh. Eil BOOOIIe BCe paBHO, YTO MPOUCXOAUT BOKPYT!

OH u caM He 3aMeTHJI, KaK COpBAJICA Ha KPUK, U 3TO ObLT KPUK OTHASTHUS.

3a ero CHMHOM BIAPYr MOCTBILIAINCH IIATH — THXUE, OCTOPOXKHBIE, Kpamymmecs. J[xeiic
oOepHYyJICS W HE MOBEpHJ CBOMM Tia3zam. Jlucca, OnemHas Kak cMepTh, CIIOBHO 30MOH, IIIa IO
KOpUJIOPY, €Ba Kacasich OOCBIMM HOTaMH JIEPEBIHHOrO mapketa. Jloias modtu A0 camoul ABepH,
OHA OCTAHOBMJIACh, U €€ OJICKJIbIC IJ1a3a IMMPOKO PACIaXHYJIUCh.

— Mopena?!

['onmoc Menucesl mpo3ByYan TUXO, HAIOMJIIEHHO, U B HEM CJIBIIIATIOCH COMHEHHE, CIIOBHO OHA
HE JIOBEpsijia COOCTBEHHBIM TJIa3aM.

— Jlucca... — mpouienTaina rocTbs, 3aBOPOKEHHO T Ha Menunccy.

U Tyt mpousonuio HeoxuaaHHoe: Jlucca Opocuiiach B 00bATHS K HE3HAKOMKE U Pa3phiIaiach.

Jlxeiic Obu1 omenomieH. OH Moyiya CMOTpeEIN, KaK JBE JEBYIIKHU, CTOS B ABEPSX, IJIAUyT,
oOHMMas Jpyr Apyra — OJHa TPOMKO, HaB3PbI, Ipyrasi THX0, MOJTYa.

— S nymana, yto OoJibllie HUKOTHA TeOs HE yBHXKY, — Tmpolrentaia Jlucca, BCXIUIIBIBasL.
Mopena pa3oMkHy1a o0OBATHSI W oOTcTpaHwiack. Kazaigoch, oOHa Obula pa3zjocajoBaHa
COOCTBEHHBIMU YYBCTBAMU — OHA HETEPIEIUBO CMAaXHYNIA CJIE€3UHKY U BHUMATEIIBHO TOCMOTpEIIa
Ha Jluccy.

— Yto ¢ T060#, noporasi? Tel BRIMISIUIIb, KaK XOATIUNd TpyI!

— OHa u ObJIa TTOYTH KakK TPYII, MTOKa Thl HE TOosiBUIIack! — BMemmancs [[xeiic. — MoxeT, Thl
PO ielib, UJIU BBl TaK U OyJIeTe CTOATH Ha mopore?

On Bnyctunm MopeHy B IoOM M 3aKpbUl JBepb. JIMcca B3sila TOCTBhIO 3a PYKy M MOBEJA Ha
KyXHIO. 32 OJJHYy MUHYTY OHa M3MEHWJIACh JI0 HEY3HaBAa€MOCTH — Ivla3a CHOBa 3abjecTenu, Ha
HICKAX MOABUJICS JINXOPAJOYHBIN PyMSIHELL.

— U kak 310 noHnMaThs? — BEpHYIACh K pa3roBopy MopeHa, Korja OHA BTPOEM PACCEIIUCH 3a
CTOJIOM Ha KyXHE.

— C Toro nHs, KOrJa OHU BEPHYJIUCH, OHA HU pa3y HE 3aroBopuia. Bce BpeMst Moirda jexana
Ha kpoBatu, — J[>keiic B3noxuyn. — OHa Obl1a Kak OyATO B KOME.

MopeHna kuBHYyNa U nepesena B3I Ha Menuccy.

— CaliMOH TOX€ CcTaJl caM HE CBOM C TEX MOP, KaK ThI YIIUIa, — OCTOPOKHO Hayalia JIKapKa 1
3aMETHJIa KpaeM riasa, Kak B3Aporuyn Jxeic, yclblaB 3TO UMSL.



— OH xnan Te6s1, — npomonkana Mopena. — Ho mponwio nBa, Tpu AHs, a TeOs Bce HE OBLIO.
U Torpa oH ncues.

JIucca monuana. Ee ma3za BHUMAreapHO, HACTOPOKEHHO CIEAUIIN 3a JIULIOM MOAPYIru. [[xelic,
B CBOIO odepenb, HaOmroman 3a camoil Jluccolt, ogHako B €€ BBIpOKCHUHU JIMI[A HUYEro He
M3MEHMJIOCH Ipu yrnioMuHaHuu o CalimoHe. B cepaiie J[keiica BHOBb 3aTEILIMIACh HAJEKIA.

— Sl mpekpacHO 3Hajia, YTO y HETO ObUT KJIFOY OT MOpTaJia BO BHEIIHUN MUP, — MPOJ0JDKAIA
Mopena, msiaga Menucce B miaza. — S cama ke oThana eMy 3TOT KoY. S MOHsIIa, KaK €ro HauTH,
HO CIEIMTh HE CTajla — peIlia, YTO €MY HaJ0 MOOBITh OHOMY KaKOE-TO BpeMs, YTOObI XOThb
HEeMHOTO TIpuiiTH B cebs. Ho korga mpomwio emie Tpu JHSA, a OH HE TOSBUIICS, 5 3a0€CTIOKOMIIACH
Bcepbe3. M Torma s B3suia BTOPOM KIHOYW OT HOpPTaja W OTHPABWIACh HMCKarb NpuUHOA. Mexay
KJIFOYaMM OT IOopTaja €CTh Maruueckas CBs3b. ECIM ABaXKIbl OTKPBITh ITOPTAJI PA3HBIMHU KIIFOUAMHU
C HEOOJBIIMM TPOMEKYTKOM BPEMEHHM Ha OJHOM K TOM >K€ MECTE, TO BTOPON KIIIOY MOXKET
MPUBECTU K MEPBOMY. MBI OTKPBUIM TOPTAJI C PA3HUILICH B TPU AHSA, U 3TOT MPOMEKYTOK BPEMEHHU
OKazajicsl I0CTaTOYHbIM, YTOOBI CBA3bL cpaboTana, Tak uto s 0e3 Tpyna Hauvia CaiiMoHa. J[0KHO
OBITh, MMPU OTKPBITUU MOpPTaJia €ro JTypHbIE MBICIHU 33Tl HAIIPaBJIE€HHUE, TOTOMY UTO KJIIOY MPUBEI
MeHs B ropbl. CaliMOH ObLT Ha OOJIBINON BBICOTE, OH CHJIEN Ha KParo CKaJbl U TaKe HE 3aMETHUJI, KaK
s mogonwia. I yroBopuiia ero BepHyrhes B [pendyn. On mocnymancs. Ho BepHyBImCh, OH 3amepcs
B CBOMX MTOKOSIX U HUKOTO K ce0e He mycKal, naxke MeHs. M Toraa s penmia pa3pickaTh TEOSI.

MopeHna 3amonyana u MeJIbKOM B3TIIsAHYJa Ha Jlxkeica. Tor cmorpen Ha Jluccy, He OTphIBasCh,
Y B3IJISI]T €ro ObUT MOJIOH OecKOoHEeUHOM Tocku. OHa ke OIycTusIa B3I B TIOJI U HE TPOU3HECHIA HU
CJIOBA.

— Tw1 Hyx)kHa CaiiMony, Jlucca... Bol Beqib He MoxkeTe Jipyr 6e3 apyra!

JIlucca Bapyr nogHsia Ha MOpeHy ropsilmi B3I,

— 4 3Haro. S xouy BepHyTbCsA. BOT TOJIBKO NPUMET JM OH MEHS IIOCJIE BCErO, YTO £
HaTBOpHJIA?

— Jlucca! — Boigoxuyn Jxetic B yxace. — S mpomy te0s, He yxonu! Octanbcs! Thl HyxKHa
MHe!

— Ho s mo6umro ero, JIxeiic...

Jlxenc cimoBHO oOkaMmeHen. J{OBOJIBHO J0Jro OH Mojya cMmoTpen Ha Menuccy. Ei ¢
HEOOBIUAHBIM TPYJIOM YJAJIOCh CAEPKATh CJIE3bI MO ATUM TSHKEIBIM B3TJISIIOM.

— Korma-To Thl U MeH# Jr00UIIa, — C HEOXKUJAHHOM 3JI0CThIO BBILIIOHYN J[>Kelic el B JIUIO.
Jlvcca B3poruyna v npuKpbUIa mia3a, CIOBHO OXKUJAJIA yaapa o juiy, HO JI)Kelc He MOaHI Ha
Hee pyku. OH pe3Ko B3BUJICS C MeCTa M, HE OOEPHYBIIMCH, BBUIETE U3 KyXHH.

— IloueMy Bce B KHW3HH TaK HecnpaBeInBo, MopeHa? — mnpoctoHana Jlucca, poHsis TOJI0By
HA CJI0’KEHHBIE Ha CTOJIE PYKHU.

— IloTomMy 4TO TaKOBa KHU3Hb, — OTBETUJI 3@ €€ CIIMHON 4el-To roynoc. — Ce i BH, IE€TKA.

Menucca o0epHyach U yBHUjIeJIa CTOSIIIYIO B ABEPSIX CECTPY.

— S cMOTp1IO, THI CHOBA 0UJIa! — PasOCTHO YIBIOHYJIACh XeJeHa.

— Bugumo, TyT He OCIIeAHIOI0 POJib Chirpania s, — nojaja rojxoc MopeHna.

— IlpuBer, noporasi! — XeneHa nojolUia K JIEKapKe U JpYyKecku ee oOHsma. — MHe TeOs
AKYTKO HE XBaTaJo.

— Buxy, Thl BpEMEHH JApOM HE TEpselllb, — yCMEXHYIach MopeHa, 3aMeTUB KPOBb HA PYyKax
Xenensbl. Ta BopoBaTo nokocunach Ha JIMccy ¥ OCHENmHO crpsATaia UCIIauKaHHbIE PYKHU 34 CIIAHY.

— Ha-na. Hy, Tl )€ TOHUMaeus. ..

— KoHeuHo, — moskana mjeyaMmu Jiekapka. XeJeHa, BCE TaK K€ Ipsdya PyKA OT CECTPBI,



OTKpbUIA KPaH U HAYKCTO BBIMbLIA UX XOJIOJHON BOJOM.

— Tonpko HE TOBOPU MHE, YTO ThI SBUJIACh, IOTOMY YTO COCKy4MJIach, — Tepeduna XeaeHa
Menuccy, KoTopasi Kak pa3 cooupanach 4TO-TO CIPOCUTD.

— Her. { npunma no aeny, — yKJIOHYMBO OTBETHJIA JIEKAPKA.

— Omna npunuia, yToObl YTOBOPUTH MEHSI BEpHYThCs, — 3asiBuiia Jlucca. MopeHa BbImisijiena
IIPY OTOM TaK, CJIOBHO €€ BBIIAJIA C TOTPOXaMH.
— To1 ¢ yma comnuia?! — paccepaunace XeneHa. — S crnenuanbHO oTAana Tede 00a Kiroua,

4TOOBl HE OCTABUTHh HaM Ja3edku. Thl XOTh MpPEACTaBIACIIb, ve2o €d cTowno orrtyna yiutu?! U
Temepb Thl XOUelllb, YTOOBI OHA BEpHYJIACh?

— IlIpocTtu, cectpenka, s y)Ke BCe pemmia, — TBEPAO CKaszaina Memnucca, miaas B miasa
XeneHe.

— TbI BO3Bpammaembcsi? — U3yMJIIEHHO OTIIPSIHYJIA Ta.

Jlucca kuBHyna. XejleHa HEPBHO MPUKYCHIIa TYOy U 3aIyMaach.

— S uay c To0oi1, — HaKOHEI cKa3alia OHa.

— Tb1 yBepeHa? — yauBIEHHO MEPECHPOCUIIA €€ cecTpa. — Thl TaK CTPEMUIACh BEPHYTHCS
JIOMOM, a TeMeph XOUelllb CHOBA OTCIOJIa COEXKATh?

— 4 He Hamwia 34€Ch TOrO, 4TO TAK MEHS CHOAa TAHYIO. boiiblie MEHS 31€Ch HHUYTO HE
JNEPHKHUT.

JIucca BckoumiIa M MOPHIBUCTO OOHsIIa XEJIeHYy.

— 4 pana, uro TeI Tak penmia. Korga Ml ornpasisieMcs?

— A BOT C 3TUM OPUIETCS MOAO0XKAATh, — MPOTsAHYIa MopeHa HeyBEpeHHO. — MHe HYKHO
noaroroBuTh CailMoHa, YOEAUTh €ro, YTO Thl XOUelllb €TI0 BUJICTh.

— Pa3Be Moe Bo3BpallleHuEe HE YOSUT €ro JIydllle BCSIKUX CJIOB?

— 4 Tebs nporty, morepnu HemHOro. [loBeps, s 3Hat0, YTO JAeNao.

— Kak ckaxemms, — nokopHo B3noxHyna Jlucca. Eir He Tepnienocs yBuaers CaliMoHa, U, IO
BCEH BUIMMOCTH, 3TO OTPA3UIOCh Ha €€ JIUIle, TOTOMY uTo MopeHa BIpyr 100aBUiIa C YIBIOKOM:

— He Bomnnyiics, Tebe HEe MPUAETCS T0JITO0 KAATh.
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Korna Mopena ymua, JIncca MepTBOM XBaTKOW BIEUIIACH B CECTPY.

— A Tenepb Thl MHE PacCKaXKelllb, ouemMy Tebe He CUIUTCS JoMa.

XeneHa OTBeJIa B3NS U B3JOXHYIA. BbUIO BUAHO, YTO €€ OTBET HE MPEIHA3HA4YEH IS YIEH
CECTpBI.

— Thl He mMOMMENb MEHS, Thl BEAb OCTaJIACh YEIOBEKOM. A s Bammup. OCTHH OKa3zaJcs
aOCOJIIOTHO TIpaB — MHE HET MecTa Cpeau Jronel. Sl omacHa O HUX, a OHU BCE BpPeMs Tak
Onmu3Kko... 1 He Xouy HUKOMY HaBpeAuTh. HO MOXKET Tak CIyduThCS, UTO S TIPOCTO COPBYCh.
[lonnmaenn?

— Teneps nonumaro. Tebe OyaeT yroTHel TaM, na? 31ech Thl HYyBCTBYEIIb C€0sl TYKOM.

XeJeHa MOCMOTpeJia Ha CECTPEHKY C OECKOHEYHON HEXHOCTBIO.

— U TB1 HE OCyXaaemb MeHA?

— 3a 4T0? — UCKpeHHe yauBuiach JIlnucca. — Thl HE BUHOBara B TOM, YTO CTaJIA... IPYroMu.
TBoero comtacusi BeJb HE CIPOCHIJIM, KOIJa MpeBpamaid TeOs B YylIOB... s XOTella CKaszarh, B
BaMITHUPA.

XeJleHa YCMEXHYJIACh.

— B uynosuie, ga. Bce BepHo.

Menucca cmyTunace.



— 51 BoBce He cumnTaro Teos. ..

— MHe xBaraeT TOro, 4To s CUuTaro ceds Takoi. MHe HeoOxoauMa KpOBb, M C 3TUM HUYETO
HE NOJEJaelllb.

— Ho rne xe TbI Opana ee Bce 3TO BpeMsi, T0Ka MbI ioMa?

XeJieHa CMYIIIEHHO OTBEPHYIAChH.

— VY or1a 1enoe cTajo K03, MOMHHUIIL? — OypKHY/Ia OHa HEOXOTHO. — Sl 3axakuBaja K HUM,
KOTJIa OH HE BUJEI.

— O rocniogn, — nomopumiack Jincca. — He paccka3piBall MHE 3THUX yXKacCOB.

— Ho s o0s3ana Tebe 310 pacckasbiBarh! I He x04y, 4TOOBI y TeOs1 ObUIO 000 MHE HEBEpHOE
NpeacTaBiieHuE. Thl TOIKHA 3HATH, KTO S TAKas.

— Tw1 — mos cectpa. Y 4T0 OBl HU CIYYHIIOCH, THI €10 OCTaHEIbCA. Tak 4To MHE BCE PaBHO,
YEJI0BEK ThI MK KTO-TO enle. [ToHsuta?
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OH men o TeMHOM fopore. OH He 3HaI, KyJa uieT u 3adeM. [Ipocto mern.

Bo mpake, B Xo0J10/1€, B IIyCTOTE. ..

be3 nienn, 6e3 60im, Oe3 HaJIEKIbL.

OH ocraHaBnuBajics, oH Kpudaj. OJHO JIMIIL UMS CJIETaJo C €ro I'yd, HO OHO pa30MBaIOCh O
TBEPAYIO CTeHY Moyanusi. OTBETOM eMy ObUIO JIWIb MpadyHoe Oe3moiiBue. TulmHa.

OH 4yBCTBOBAJ CBET TAE-TO PAAOM. EMy Ka3anoch, 4TO OH BUJUT CBET Bepeau. Ho kaxapii
HOBBIH IIAr paccenBai ero Wto3u. OH e Jaibllie U TONTal UX, CJIOBHO MbUIb.

He 6b110 Hazmek1p1, He ObLI0 M 0071, TONBKO MpaK M THUIMHA.

Nuorna oH 4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO CHJIbI MOKHAAKT €ro ¢ KaxJpM maroM. Ho oH ympsmo men
Janblie, TONTAN U 3Ty UIUTIO3UIO TOXKE.

OH obopaunBalics Ha3all, ¥ EMY Ka3alocCh, YTO TaM TOXE €CTh cBeT. Ho OH 3Hal, 4TO 3TO JHIIIL
enle oJiHa uiuto3us. M oHa pa3BeeTcsi, CTOUT TOJbKO IArHyTh K HEH.

W oH npomomxkan UATA BOEpEJ, YXOAs BCE Jajbllle W Jajblle, MO 3TOW TEMHOUW Jopore,
BEAYLIEH B HEU3BECTHOCTb.

bes nenu, 6e3 60, 0e3 HagSKIbL.

Bo mpake, B xo0J10/1€, B yCTOTE. ..

MopeHna HuKak He Momia peumTbes mot Kk CaitMoHy. C TOro BpeMeHHU, Kak OHAa BEPHYIACh
oT Menuccel, NpoLUId YK€ CYyTKH, a OHa J0 CHX IIOp HUYEro He pacckazana npuHny. [Ierasce
nono0pars cioBa, YToObl HAUTH K HEMY moaxod, MopeHa mpomasiiach BCIO HOUb 0€3 CHa, HO Tak
HHUYETO U HE MPUAYyMaJa.

«Pacckaocy ece xkax ecmb, — HaAKOHEI pElMJIa OHA, PAaCcCEepAMBIIMCh Ha caMmy cels. — A
nociyuwiaem oH MeHs uiu Hem, 9mo e2o npooaemvl! O He manenvKuil, Ymoobl ¢ HUM HAHYUMbBCA.
[lycmb cam pewaem, xax emy nocmynamoby

C stumu MbicissMu MopeHa Hanpasuiiach B OammHio CaiiMoHa, HaJesCh, YTO XOTS Obl HA 3TOT
pa3 oH OTKpoeT eil nBepb. OHa y)K€ HEOIHOKpPATHO MpUXoauia Tyda, HO KaxIblil pa3 ABeph Obuia
3amepra U3HYTpH, U CKOJbko MopeHa HM cTydana, CaliMOH He pearupoBai. OmHAKO ceromHs
JeByIIKa ObUIa MOJHA PEIIMMOCTH JIOCTYy4aThCs, HAKOHEL, IO €r0 3aTYMaHEHHOT0 pa3yma.

ITonoiins xk aBepu, MopeHa 3aHecia pyKy ¥ TPUKIbI TPOMKO yiapuia 1o Hel Kyinakom. M3-3a
IBEPU HE JOHECIIOCh HU 3ByKa. OTBETOM CHOBa ObUIa TULIMHA. MopeHa 3aKycuiia ryoy.

— Caiimon! XBatuT npsrarbcs. Tebde ere He Haaoeno?

OHa MalMHaJIBbHO MoAepraia JIBEPHYIO PYYKYy, U JBEPh HEOXKUIAAHHO NPHOTKPBUIACH. «Bom
mak nogopomy», — noaymana MopeHa, yauBlIeHHast U 00paJJOBaHHas, U 3arjsHyja B KOMHATY.

— IIpuser, CalimoH.

Momyanue. OH He 00epHYIICS Ha €€ TOJI0C — JIa)Ke HE MOIIEeBEIIUIICS.

— Kax TBoM nena? IlpuaBopHble XOTAT 3HaTh, KOrna Thl Bblifen B cBeT. OHU 3a TeOs
0eCTIOKOSTCA.

— MHe Bce paBHO, — OypKHYII IPHUHI, TaK U HE MOBEepHYBUIMCh K MopeHne. OHa 3akaruia
IJ1asa.

— 4 npuiwia He 3aTeM, YTOOBI CIIBIIATH TBOE «BCE paBHO»! MHE HYKHO C TOOOU TOTOBOPHUTh.

OH mo-npexHeMy JIeKall Ha IOCTENIH JIMIIOM BBEPX M TYIO paccMarpUBaJl KPOBABO-KPAaCHBIN
MOJIOT CBOEH KPOBATH OE€CCMBICIIEHHBIM, JIMILIEHHBIM SMOLUN B3IJISA0M.



MopeHa peumTeNnbHO MpolUria B CHAlbHIO, C CUJIOM 3aXJIOMHYB 3a CO0OW nBepb, U 0e€3
MPUTJIAIICHUS YCEIIach B U3HOXKbE KPOBATH.

— ToBopu, — paBHogymmHo mnpousHec CaitmoH. MopeHa, He gaBasi ceOe BpeMEHHM Ha
pa3ymbsi, 0€3 IPeAUCIOBUM BhINTANINIA:

— Ts1 Benb mrooutn JIuccy?

EnBa mpuHIl ychblman 3TO UM, B €ro Ia3aX BCIBIXHY HEAOOphIM oroHek. Bembixuyn — u
TYT K€ yrac.

— HenaBuxy, — Tux0, HO OT4ET/IMBO ckazan CalMOH JeJsHbIM rojocoM. — HeHaBuxy 32
TO, 4YTO OHA cO MHOM cnenana! HenaBuxy 3a T0o, uto yuuia. HeHaBUKy 3a TO, YTO HE MOTY 3a0bITh.

Mopena monua otBenia B3I, OHAa U HE MOA03pPEBAIa, HACKOJIBKO CUJIBHO OH MU3MEHUIICS.
Panblle, CTOWJIO TOJNBKO €My 3aCKydarb, BO3JIE HETO0 MTHOBEHHO IMOSIBIISUIACH XOPOILEHBKAs
neByika. [losiBisiiach — M ucue3ana Ha clenyroliee yrpo. Takux ObLI0 MHOXKECTBO — BEJIbMBI,
BaMIupiim, MopeHa co cueTy cOmIach, MbITasiCh MPUIOMHUTH Bcex. OHa He ayMaia, 4To Menucca
HaJIOJNTO BBIOBET MpHUHIA U3 Kosien. Ho oHa maxke He mpejcTaBisuia cede, Kakoll Ha camMoM Jielie
CHUJIBI €r0 4YyBCTBO K 3TOM JIEBYLIKE. ..

— OHa 6e3 Te0s TOKe HEe MOXKET, — HErpOMKO CKazaja JeKapKa.

— Yto TBI Heceww, miynas! Tel caMa HE MOHMMaeNb, 4TO roBopulll! OHa MHE BCE SICHO
CKa3zaJjia Torjga — s €M HE HYXKEH.

— Jla, BOT TOJIbKO OHa TMOYEMY-TO BeAET ceO0si B TOYHOCTH KaK Thl — HH C K€M He
pasroBapuBaeT, HUUEro HE €CT U He BcTaeT ¢ nocrenu. Kak qymaens, ¢ yero Obl 3107

['oBops 3T0, MoOpeHa kpaeM IJa3a HaOdofana 3a MpUHIEM. Ero B3misSg MOCTEIEHHO
pasropaics. JleByiky mopas3uiio 00Je3HEHHOE BHUMaHHE, ¢ KOTOpbIM CaillMOH CIyIlaJl €€ peyb.
CailMOH, HETABHO OTBEYABIIMN «MHE BCE PABHOY.

— IlepBoii, KOMy OHa CKa3aja XOTb CJI0BO, CTaJIA 5.

CaliMOH pe3KO MOJHI HAa HEee B3I/,

— 41 Obuta y Hee, — MopeHa npousHecia 3Ty (pa3y COBCEM THUXO, CIOBHO BBIHOCS CaMoOM
cebe cMepTHBIN mpurosop. — Buepa.

CaiiMOH BCKOYMJI C KPOBATH U THEBHO BO33PUJICS HA CBOIO JIEKapKy. MopeHa 3a)KMypuiach.

— 3auem?! UTo THI HATBOpWJIA, HIAOTKA!

— DTO THI UAUOT, — B370XHYJIa MopeHa. — S Tebe rnmomoraro.

— 5 cam Mory pa3o0Opatbcs B CBOUX Mpodiemax!

— Bupena s, kak Tbl caM pazoupasncs! Bansiics Tyr, ciioBHo Tpsinka! CaliMOH, Tak HEIb3s1!

— A Kak MoxxHO? 3a Moel CIIMHOM IJIECTU UHTPUTH ?!

— TsI MeHs KO€ ¢ KeM TyTaelllb, — XOJIOAHO Tepeduia ero MopeHna. — Sl He TJIETy UHTPHUT,
Tem OoJjiee 3a TBOEH CHMHOW. S UMb XOTela MOMOYb, MMOTOMY UYTO Thl YOWBaelh ceOsi CBOEH
aratuei!

— Tebe-To xakoe neno?

— Kakoe mue neno?! Tel MHe kak mutaaumi Opar, CalimoHn, s a0 TeOs! Jlymaenm, s
M03BOJIIO T€OE TIOMAaTh TBOIO JKU3HK?!

Bue3zanno CaliMOH MOHUK W OMYCTHUJI TJ1a3a. TsKeso B3/JI0XHYB, OH cell 00paTHO Ha KPOBATh.

— ThI mpaBa.

— Hy nano xe, — npoBopuana MopeHa cepAuTOo, OTBEPHYBIIKMCH OT MPHUHIIA, YTOOBI OH HE
BU/JICJI, KaK OHa yJbIOaeTcsl.

— Ho urto Th1 MOXemb, Mopena? Menucca oTBeprvia MeHs, 3asBUJia, 4YTo He JoOuT. OHa
clenana Bce, 4ToObl BEpHYThCs JoMoi. Heyxenu Thl Qymaellb, YTO OHa 3ax04eT OpPOCHUTH BCE U



CHOBA OBITH 31€CH CO MHOM ?

— Jla. 3axouer.

CaiiMOH ycTaBUJICS HA HEE, HE BEPSI CBOUM YIIIaM.

— OrtKyna Takas yBepeHHOCTh?

— OmHa yxe Bce peumia, CaliMOH.

% %k ok

Jlucca B 3aayMUnBOCTH pacxaXuBayia o Kyxae. CerogHst yrpom, €1Ba OHa IPOCHYIAach, K HEN
aBuiiacb MopeHa u coobumiia, uro ¢ CailMOHOM Bce B mopsnke. JIekapka ckazana, 4To CECTpHI
MOTYT BEPHYTbCS B MUIHAUT XOTh CErOIHS, OAHAKO XEJeHa IOYEMY-TO pEelMja IMEPEHECTU
OTOBITHE Ha CIIEIYIOIIEe YTPO.

Ot Mmbicelt o CaitMoHe Menuccy OTBIEKIa CECTPA.

— IIpuBer, — XeneHa MIOXHYIAch 3a CTOJI M 3allyCTHJA JIO)KKY B Ba30YKY C BapEHbEM. —
3Bonwnu Ileipk u Jlenu. [lepenaBanu Tede miiaMeHHbIN TPUBET.

— Oro, — ynuBuinach Jlucca. — S coBcem npo Hux 3a0buia. Korga onu yexanu?

— Kak ToiapKk0 MBI BEpHYIUCh U3 MuUIHANTA, a 3TO ObUIO PAaHHUM YTPOM, sl IPOKPAIach B JIOM,
CTallJIa 11 HUX OJICK]Ty U J1aJla UM HEMHOTO JICHET U Halll HoMep TenedoHa. OHU yexaau MepBbIM
K€ aBTOOYCOM.

— YTo %, ux MeuTa cObliach, — 3akitoumia Memucca. — OHH BEpHYIUCH K CBOUM POIHBIM.
Hanerock, XoTs Obl OHM HAWIYT JJ0OMa CBOE CUACTHE.

— VYka Hamnum, — paccMmesiach XeieHa. — JleHM pacckasplBasl, 4TO KakK TOJIBKO OHU
BEPHYIIMCh, UX POAUTENN 3aKaTUIX MO 3TOMY MOBOMY JOMA I'PaHIMO3HYIO BEUEPUHKY U CO3BAIH
BCEX UX Jipy3eil. B o0mieM, Bce BOJIHE TOBOJIbHBI )KU3HBIO.

XeJeHa oTBeNa B3I, U JIncca ¢ mogo3peHrueM Ha Hee OCMOTpETa.

— TblI HE cKa3ana UM, 4TO MBI BO3BpaIl@aeMcsi B MuHauT.

DT0 OBUT HE BOMPOC, a YTBEPKACHUE. XeJIeHa KOPOTKO KMBHYIIA.

— WM He3auem 3HaTh, BEPHO?

Hemuorum mosxe Menucca, BKJIIOUUB y ce0s B KOMHAT€ MY3bIKY Ha TMOJHYIO TPOMKOCTD,
caM03a0BeHHO Komajach B mkady, nepedupasi CBOM BEIlM, OT KOTOPHIX JaBHBIM-IaBHO OTBbIKJIA. C
OOJIBIIIMM SHTY3Ma3MOM OHa MIpuMepsuia KOPTOUKHM MU JPKUHCHI, CpaBHUBAas CBOE OTpPaKCHUE B
3epKaJie ¢ TEM OTPa)XEHUEM, KOTOPOE€ OHA KaXIbld JE€Hb BHJENIA B 3€PKAJbHBIX CTEHAX CBOEHU
rapaepooHoi B [pendyn-xoinre.

B nBepb koMHarhl mocTydanu, HO Jlucca, 3aHsiTas B 3TOT MOMEHT 3aBsi3bIBAHUEM OpeTeleit
capadana, He ychpimana. CTyk TOBTOPUIICA, Ha 3TOT pa3 OH JIOCTHUT yITlel EBYIIKH, U OHA yOaBHIia
IPOMKOCTh Ha HOYTOyKE, MOMYTHO CHSIB C HETO HEOCTOPOXKHO OPOIICHHYIO Mapoid MHUHYT paHee
MauKy.

— Bownngure.

JBepp pacnaxsynach, 1 Ha mopore mosiBuica Jxkeic. JIlucca cTeIMBO omycTwia Ivasa,
KOMKasi Maiiky B pykax. OHa coBceM 3a0blia PO CBOETO OBIBILETO MapHSI.

— Ilpuser.

— Ilpuger, [Ixeiic! Paga Te0s BUACTD.

— Ilo TBOEMY JIMIY HE CKaXKEUIb.

— 4l 1poCcTO HEMHOTO 3aHsITA.

[TapeHb OKHMHYI B3DJISIIOM €€ KOMHATy, 3axJaMJICHHYIO cofep>KuMbiM Iikada. Ha kposaru, Ha
MOJTy, B KpECJIE BaIsIach OAEKIA.

— CoOupaenb Benm? — HeA00pO MPUILYPUBIIMCH, TOMHTEpecoBascs Jlxelic.



— Her, npocTo BcnoMuHaro. ..

— Memucca, — nepebun ee [[xeiic. — ThI Xopormo mogymana?

Jlucca orBena B3msiA. OHa cpa3y MOHsJIA, O YEM OH CIPAIIMBAET, HO €1 HU C KEM HE XOTEJIO0Ch
o0CyXJIaTh CBOE peleHrne, 0co0eHHo ¢ [[xelicoMm.

— Ha, xopomuo.

— U TBI HE mepeayMaenb? — HaCTOMYMBO POJOIIKAI ITAPEHb.

— He nepenymaro. /[>xeic, HEYKeIu Thl HE TOHUMAEIb? !

— Her. U Hukoraa He nmoumy.

OH pe3Kko pa3BepHYICSs M TBEPJbIM IIaroM BbIIET KW3 KOMHaThl. Menucca omycTuiach B
KpECJIO U OTIIBBIPHYJIA MalKy, KOTOPYIO BCE €IIE JepKaia B pyKax.

JI>xerc BBICKOYMII U3 MENIMCCUHOTO JIOMa U Ha KPbUIbIIE HOC K HOCY CTOJIKHYJICA C XEJICHOM.

— IlpuBet, — no3gopoBanack AeBylika. — Kyaa 3To Tel Tak getuiib? YyTh MeHS HE yOuII.

«Tebs pazee umo KoJ10M OCUHOBbIM YObeulby, — MOAyMall MMapeHb CEPAUTO.

— Menucca Te0st BbirHana?

— Hert, — Oypknyn [xxeiic. — S cam yiuenn.

— A 3adem npuxonni? — MOUHTEPECOBAIACH XEJIEHA U, JOTaJAaBIIMCh, YTO CEUYAC MOTYUUT
JIOBOJIBHO TPYOBIA OTBET, MOCIEIIHO CMEHUJIA JTUHUIO MOBEACHUS.

— He nepxwu Ha Hee 37a, nagHo? Mos cecTpeHka Bcerga OblUla CIOKHBIM YEJIOBEKOM, ThI Ke
3HaCllb.

XeJleHa IpUCelIa Ha CTYNIEHBKH U )KECTOM Ipuriiacuia J[xeiica cectsb psiioM C HEW.

— Omna He xoTena Tedst 00MAeTh, MOBEPh MHE.

— Bepro. IIpocto ona sroucrka.

— Bce Bit0OJIEHHBIE B KAKO-TO Mepe 3ToucThl. OHU yMaroT JUIIb O CBOMX OTHOILLICHUSX U
3a0BIBAIOT 00 OKPYKAIOLIKX.

— He Oecmnokotiica. S OGonbiie He Oymy B 4uclie €€ OKpyxkaroumx, — JI)Kelc OTBepHYICH,
J0CTa]d U3 KapMaHa MayKy CUTapeT M 3aKUTaliKy W 3aKypuil. DTy BPEIHYIO MPUBBIYKY OH 3aBel,
Korna Jlucca ucuesina.

— To1 Beb He Halle oTOBITHE UMEIT B BUy, BepHO? Thl ye3kaels?

— HWmenHo. S mpuxoaun auiib yOeaUThCsl, YTO HaBceraa ee morepsul. S yoemumncs. Terneps y
MEHS HET MPUYHUH 3]I€Ch OCTABATHCH.

— U xyna o1 TEnEpn?

— MHe npennoxuiau padboTy... JajdeKko OTCIoAA. 3aBTpa paHO YTPOM s yedy, U OOJIbIlE BI
MEHS HE YBUJIUTE.

XerneHa oOHsIa €T0 OAHOM PYKOM.

— Te1 ymuBI TapeHb. He cMoTpu B mporuioe, MHa4e OHO HHUKOrna TeOs He OoTmycTuT. He
orjsipIBaiics Hazad, [keiic. Y TeOs Briepeau BCs KU3Hb.

— Jla, 3na10. [Io3TOMY 1 M IPUHSI PELICHUE yeXaTh. 3/IECh BCE HAIIOMUHAET MHE O He... Ha
3aBTpa MEHS YK€ 37IeCh HE Oy/IeT.

Jlxeiic moAaHsICA U OTOPOCHUII CUTAPETY.

— IIpomaii, XeneHna.

OH OTBEpHYJICS U HETOPOIUJIMBO HAITPABUJICS IPOUYb OT JOMA.

— Ilpomaii... — B3g0XHYNIa XeneHa. J[xeiic Bapyr oOepHyIics.

— Ha, u BoT eme uto. [lonpoumaiics 3a MeHst ¢ Menuccou 3aBTpa.

— Tak TbI He ye3xkKaellb, a yoeraenib? — BO3MYTHUJIACh XeJeHa.

— Jla, cuutaii, 4to Tak. I He Xouy MPOIIATHCS ¢ HEH JTMYHO. DTO OyJIET HEMPUSATHO JIs HAC



00ouX.

XeJieHa KUBHYJA U, B3JOXHYB, IMOIJIEIACh B JJOM.

% ok %k

Ha cnenyromee yrpo Menucca NpocHYIach B MPUMNOIHATOM HacTpoeHMH. OHa HEMHOro
roJie’kana ¢ 3aKphIThIMU IJ1a3aMH, CBBIKASCh C MBICIIBIO, UTO CEro/iHs yBUAUT CaliMOHa.

TuxoHBKO CKpUMHYJA ABEpb. Menucca NpUOTKPhUIA OIUH IJ1a3 W YBUJIENIA HA TTIOPOTE CECTPY.
Ona ObUIa MOJIHOCTBIO OJIETAa U CTPAIIHO B3BOJIHOBAHA.

— ThrI ene cnuib?! — BO3MYIICHHO MpOILIeNTaIa XeIeHa.

— Bce, Bce, BcTaro. He pyralicsi.

Jloma ObUTO THXO. YMBIBIIMCH U OJICBIIKCH, JIMCcca Ha IBITOYKAX MPOKpAIaCh Ha KyXHIO, TIC €€
krmana XeieHa.

— Oreny yxe yimen Ha paboTy, — coobumia cectpa. — Tak 4YTO MBI CMOXEM YIpaTh
HE3aMEUYEHHBIMU.
— Te1 Huuero emy He ckazana?! — oroponena Jlucca. Korma ona cnpocuna Xeneny, 4To

CKa3aTh POAMTEIISIM, CECTpa 3aBepuiia ee, 4to OepeT ux Ha cebs. OqHaKo OHA, CyIs 1O BCEMY, TaK
HUYETO U HE TIPHUIyMaJia.

— 4 ocraBuna 3anucky, — XeJ€Ha ykaszajga Ha JMCTOK, MPUIINUICHHBIA MAarHUTOM K
XOJIOAUJIbHUKY.

— W uro B HEU?

— S mamwmcana, 4To MBI ¢ TOOOM cHOBa ybOeraem, — XuxukHyma XejneHa. — Ho Oymem

HABEIIATh UX BPEMS OT BPEMEHU.

VY JIuccel npsiMo-TakH ria3a Ha JIOO MOJIe3JIH.

— Tw1 cisiTuna?! Kak Mbl OyzieM uX HaBemaTh?

— Jlerko. Y Hac Benpb Teneps OyAeT KIto4y OT noprtaia. He nMeeT cMmbIciia yXoquTh HaBCEr/a,
BEPHO?

— XeneHa, Tl TeHUM! — Menuncca Opocunack cectpe Ha mer. — Kak ke s He momymanach
110 TAKOTO IPOCTOTO. ..

B 3TOT MOMEHT B KyxHIO 3ariisiHy’a MopeHa.

— IIpuBet! — pagocTHO BOoCKIMKHYJA Jlncca.

— Tuxo Thl, — MMKHYJIA Ha Hee cecTpa. — Mauexa u Kum crnst HaBepxy, y ce0s. Eciin onu
MPOCHYTCSI — OyJIellh caMa OOBSICHSTH, Ky/ia 3TO Mbl COOpPaJIUCh C yTpa MOpaHbIIe.

— BBI rOTOBBI? — THXOHBKO cripocrsia MopeHa. XelneHa CIOKOMHO KUBHYJIA.

— Torna ngem.

— Her, noroaure.

Menuncca HEyBEpEHHO TOCMOTPENA HA CECTPY.

— 4 xouy 3alTH... KOE-Kya.

— Kyna sto eme? — cepauto OypkHyina MopeHa.

XeJleHa MPUCTAIBLHO MMOCMOTpEIIa Ha CECTPEHKY.

— JlagHo. A xouy mompomarbes ¢ Jlxencom, — Jlucca ymomsmooUe ciaoxuia pyku. — S
OBICTPEHBKO cOeraro TyJaa u 00paTHo!

— JIkelica HEeT JomMa, — ckazalia XeneHa. — OH yexall CEroJHs paHO YTPOM.

— Yexai... Kak xe tak? Kyna?

— OH He cka3al, Kyla HMEHHO, HO OOJIbIIe CIo/la BO3BpAIaThCsl OH HE HaMepeH. S roBopuiia
C HUM BY€pa IOcje TOro, Kak oH yiuen ot Teds. OH Tak 3TO ckazal... B oOiem, s moHsia, 4To y
HETO JICUCTBUTEIILHO CEPhE3HBIE HAMEPEHUSI.



Bcrwo popory mo meca Menucca mponuia MoJida, NPUTHXIIAS W 3aaymunBas. XeJIeHa
MOTJIsAIbIBAJIa HA HEEe C OECTIOKOCTBOM.

— Bce Oyznet HopManibHO, — MenHYMa el MopeHa.

— S 3Har0, — yabIOHYMach XeJeHa.

M BOT, BO BTOpOM pa3 B CBOEU *KW3HH, JIucca cTosia mocpeau Jjieca U cMOTpesna Ha OesbIi
KpYI CBETa, MEJICHHO pacIuibBaronmics no 3emiue. CrpaBa M cieBa OT HEE CTOSUIM XeEJeHa W
Mopena. Bee B3rsiipl ObUTA HaNlpaBiIeHbl BHU3.

— Ilopa, — cxomangoBasia MopeHa, U TpU AEBYILIKH, JACpKach APYr 3a Apyra, LIATHYIA B
CBETSALMMICS KPYT.

biraronosryqHo npu3eMIMBIIMCH HA JIECHOM IOJISIHE, OHU OTJISIIEIINCH BOKPYT.

— OTO Ta camMas MOJsSHA, C KOTOPOM MBI OTHPABIUIMCH B MPOLUIBIA pa3, — IMOSICHUJIA
Mopena. — A nmpuroroBuiia HaM JIOIIAJICH, OHU TIPUBSI3aHbI TYT Henoaaneky. [lomaemre.

OHMU BBIILIM K JIOPOTE, HO HE YCIEIU NPOMTH U MSTHU IIATOB, KAK BIEPEIH MOCIBIIAICS TOMOT
KONbIT. KTO-TO Muajcs npsMo B UX CTOPOHY. JIeBYIIKHU coluiM Ha 000YMHY, U TYT IV1a3a MeucChl
BAPYT LIMPOKO PACKPBUIMCH. XeJIeHa MPOCieIniia 3a €€ B3MISA0M U 00oMIIea.

A TIOCMOTPETH AEUCTBUTENBHO ObLIO HA 4TO. Ha M3ymMuTEIbHOM BOPOHOM KOHE BO BECh OMOP
JIeTEeN BCAJHUK B YEPHOM KOCTIOME. 3a €T0 CIIMHOW Pa3BEBaJICAd TEMHBIN ILIAI, YEPHBIE KaK CMOJIb
BOJIOCHI Tpenai BeTep. [lprucMoTpeBumch, XeneHa B TOJTHOM U3yMIIEHUH y3Hana CailMoHa.

[TonbexaB moOnmxe, HAG3AHUK PE3KO 3aTOPMO3UII MPSIMO MEPEa TPEeMs JIEBYIIKAMH U JIOBKO
COCKOYMJI C KOHS.

MopeHna nokocunachk Ha XeJIEHY U MOTSAHYJA €€ 3a JOKOTh, YBOJIA B CTOPOHKY.

CallMOH MEJIEHHO, CJIOBHO BO CHE, MoAowmeN K Menucce W NpPUCTAIBHO ITOCMOTPEN €M B
JIULIO.

— Tl BepHyIach, — IPOLIECIITAJI OH.

— BepHynacek, — oTo3Banack Jlucca oueHb TUX0. — A ThI HE X Aa?

— Knan...

OH MEIJIEHHO MOOHSJI PYKYy U JOTpoHyICcs Ao MenuccuHoil nagoHu. OHa B OTBET KPEMKO
ckaja ero pyky, OIIyTHUB X0yion ero koxu. OH ObU1 0e3 mepyarok, HO B 3TOT pa3 €My, OYEBUIHO,
OBLJIO BCE PaBHO.

— Jla, uepT Bo3bMHU, 5 kaan Te0si, Menucca! — HeoxugaHHO 3aBoril CaiiMOH U CKall €€ B
o0bsaTUsX. JIucca, ynpidasch CKBO3b CI€3bl, YTKHYJIACH JTUIIOM €MY B TPY/Ib.

OHu ycenuch MO ACPEBOM MOMAJBINE OT JOPOTHM, HE B CHUJAX OTBECTH APYr OT Jpyra
CYACTJIMBBIE B3TJISBL

CaiiMoH paccka3zan Menrcce 0 CBOMX CHAX — O TEMHOM, CTPAIIHOW, 0€3MOIBHOM J0pOTe, MO
KOTOPOM OH 1IeJI, UEIUISAACH 3a )KU3Hb U3 MOCIEIHUX CHUJI, BUAS UJUIIO30PHBIA CBET TO BIEPEOU, TO
3a cnuHOM... O TOM, KaK OH 3BaJjl €€, UCKaJl U HE MOT HAWTH.

Jlucca cnymana ¢ 3aMuUpaHUeM CcepAlla M YyBCTBOBaja OOJIE3HEHHBIH O3HOO TIpH
BOCIIOMHUHAHUU O CBOUX BUJICHUSX. Tenepb OHa JAorajaiach, YTO OHU ObUIA OTTOJIOCKAMU €r0 CHOB.

— 5 Toxe Bce 3TO BHUENA, — MpoIlenTajia OHa, 1poxa, 1 CaliMOH OOHSUI ee Kpemye.



IMUJIOT

I'poMkuii MenucCHH CMEX M €€ Becesble BOIUIM 3aCTaBWJIM XeJIeHy NpUHTH B ceds. OnHa
CEpIUTO TPSXHYJA TOJIOBOW. TOJIBKO YTO OHA yBHJEJA IO JECPEBOM YIHUTAHHOIO 3ailla, U €u
’KYTKO 3aXOTEJIOCh HEMPEMEHHO MOINpoOoBaTh ero Ha BKyc. OHAKO €e CecTpeHKa, cama TOro He
M0JI03peBasi, CIyruysia 100b19y.

HenoBonbHas ucnopueHHONW OXOTOM, XejieHa MmoOpelia yepe3 KyCTapHUK M BhIIUIA Ha Oeper
Mpyaa, TJe pa3BICKAIach €€ cecTpa.

CaliMOH B OJHUX TJIaBKaX OOCHKOM CTOSUT Ha JIEPEeBIHHBIX MOCTKaX, a Jlucca, cTos 1mo 1o B
npyay, Maxajaa pykaMu, IIyTJIMBO OpbI3ras B HETO BOJIOM.

— Wnu xe crona, uckynaics!

— Ilepecrans meckarbest, — Oypuan CaitmoH. — Bopa nemsiHasl.

— Huuero nomo6noro!

Xenena monkpainack k CailMOHy c3aiu U cTojikHYna B Boay. CaiimMoH, OapaxTrasch H
OTILJICBBIBASICh, CPA3y € BHIHBIPHYJ HA IOBEPXHOCT.

— 3Haellb, KTO ThI MOCJIE 3TOro? — CEPAUTO KPUKHYI OH XeneHe. Menucca U ee cectpa
pacxXoXoTalIMCh. XeJieHa copocuiia capadaH, OCTaBIIMCh B OMKMHU, U TOXKE HBIpHYJA B TIPY/IL.

Beuepom XeneHa cuaena Ha KyxHe, NOTATHMBas NMPOXJIAAHBIM 4Yadh. B mocnenHee BpeMsi OHe
3aBeJia HEMPUITHYIO NPUBBIUKY MIEKOTAaTh c€0€ HEPBBI, MOMIOIAS Yail U OBOIIM, B TO BpEMs KakK
BHYTPH HEe€ IIU1a 0KECTOYeHHass 00pb0a JBYX CYIHOCTEH — BaMIMPCKON U YEIOBEUECKOM.

Ha xyxHto, ynbi0asch, BOexana Jlucca v 3arisHynna B X0JI0IUIIbHUK.

— Ilpuser, noporymia, — XejeHa OTOABUHYIIA OT ceOsi KPY)KKY C HEJIOMUTHIM dyaeMm. — Kax
MPOXOAUT OYEJIOBEUHBAHUE BaMITupa?

— Cama Tbl Bamnup, — 0€337100HO OrpbI3HylIachk Menucca, BBIVISAbIBAas W3-3a ABEPIIbI
XOJIOIUIIbHUKA.

— IIpsAMO B TOUKY, CECTPEHKA.

MrHaoBeHHE OHU CMOTPEIIH IPYT Ha Jpyra, a HOTOM JPY>KHO PaCXOXOTaJHUCh.

% ok %k

Tenmnbiii MIOHBCKUI BETEPOK IIEJIECTENl B KPOHAX JIEPEBBHEB, OKUBIISAS TUIIMHY HOYHOTO Jieca.
['ne-To Hemoaneky rpOMKO yxajia coBa. B TpaBe cTpeKOTaIn Ky3HEUHKH.

Ha nosnsHKe THXO MOTpeCcKHBal MaJeHbKUM KOCTEpOK, joropas. Hemoganeky oT KocTpa Ha
TpaBe BOJLIOTHO pa3Baiuicsa CalimoH. Jlucca nexana psiioM, MOJ0XKUB TOJIOBY €My Ha ILJICUO U
IS B HOYHOE JieTHee He0o. TaMm, Ha ero 4yepHOW Iaju, TOPEIu MUPHAJbI 3BE3], TPUTITUBAS
B30p CBOMM TaWHCTBEHHBIM CEPEOPUCTHIM OJIECKOM.

— Kpacugo, npaBga? — npolenTasna OHa.

— Jla... — oto3Baiics CaiiMOH 0J1aroroBEeHHBIM IIETTOTOM, 3aBOPOKEHHO B3Upas Ha HE0O.

— Hukorna He BujeIa CTOJIBKO 3B€3]] Ha Hebe.

— $1 BoOOI1Ie HUKOT/1a 3BE3]] HE BUJECII. ..

% %k ok

OH wu3Bedan KpacoTy. Yciblman neHue nTull. OUyTUJ TeIIo COJHEYHOrOo JHS U Maruto
JIETHEW HOYM.

B ero Ho4M 3aXTIIUCH 3BE3/IbI, U COJIHIIE OCBETUJIO €T0 JCHb.

OH BKycHJI CIagoCTh JIOOBHM u Topeub oOwmawl. Ilo3Han »xrydyro 0o0ib MpenarelibCcTBa.
[TouyBcTBOBasl OCTpble Kpasi OMMOOK. TATOCTHYIO MYCTOTYy MeYall U HEBEPOATHYIO JIETKOCTh



pagoCTH.
YyBCcTBa 0’KMBUJIU CIISIIYIO AYIILY.
OHn nepecTai ObITh MYCTHIM.
On He oauHOK. OH O0JIbIe HE KUBET B XOJIOJIC U MpakKe.
Teneps OH 3HaeT, YTO TaKOE CYACTHE.
Bosabmie kuur Ha caiite - Knigoed.net


https://knigoed.net
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