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Bricumit kHA3p Ana ACMOnEN, pemaeT pa3BiedbCs 3a 3€MJIE, HO MO CIIYYaHOCTH MOXUIIAET
HE Ty JEBYIIKY W OObIYHAs, HUYEM HEIpUMeuarelbHas XyJOKHHIA, OKa3bIBaeTCcs B...Any.
3apoKJaroIIeiics MEeXay JEMOHOM U JIEBYIIKOM, CTPAacTH, BHE3AIIHO HAYHET Mellarb ACTapoT —
npyr Acmonest u repuor Ana. Benp eMy camomy HykHa 3Ta cmepTHas... Ho m000Bb modexaaet
Ja’Ke TaM, I7Ie AKUBET 3JI0 U €€ LBETHI 0053aTEIbHO PACLBETYT HAa FOPSYMX KAMHSIX MPEUCTIOTHEN.




Tol monaJjia B Az, AeTKa...




I'naBa 1

AcMoreli cuzen Ha JKEJE3HOM TPOHE W HaOmofal 3a CBOMMH BIAJCHUSMHU CKYYarOIMM
B3IVISIIOM. BBICOKME TOpBI C KPYTBIMM CKJIOHAMH, MOPOCIIMMH, KPAaCHOW JIaBaHIIOW, apomar
KOTOpPOHM J0JIeTall K HEMY B OTKPBITOE OKHO, COOpalii BOKPYT ceOs YepHble Ty4dH, MOXOXKHE Ha
KJIyObl aJICKMX IIeueil, OrpoMHasi KpoBaBas JyHa HajJ MOPEM U CJIa0blii OTCBET, JIHIOIMICS U3
npoBana Beunbix Myk. M3 TpenwH B ABIMSIIEHCS MTOYBE, BBIPHIBAIUCH S3bIKH IUIAMEHHU U AJl CHSLIL
MOXOXUW HAa OIPOMHBIN KOCTEp. DTH Mei3aku ObUIM NPUBBIUHBI €My, HO ACMOAE HUKOIAAa HE
ycTaBall JJI000BaThCsl HUMU, U0O0 3TO ObLT ero mup. Ero A,

On — Kusmp Uukybara m Cykkybara. KHS3p 4eTBepTOro 4mHa JAEMOHOB — «Kapareleu
3IIONESTHUINY, «3TI00HBIX, MCTUTEIBHBIX AbSBOIOBY. HadalbHUK BCeX UTOPHBIX JOMOB B Any. I1aTsii
u3 aecsatu apxugeMoHoB B Ka66ane. Jlemon Jlynsl... U Takas ckyka...

— ThI mpexkpaceH, Kak 3Ta HOYb... — BKPaJAYMBBIN, )KEHCKHAM TOJIOC pa3Jalics MO3aJu HETO,
JacKkasi CBOMM OapXaTHBIM 3By4aHUEM. ACMOJIeH YIBIOHYJICS U JICHUBO MPOU3HEC:

— 3nechk Bcerga cympauno, O0uzar. MpadyHasi KpacoTa Halllero Mupa — MpeKkpacHa.

— Jla! 1 MHe 3TO HpaBUTCH... — T0JIas JKEHIMHA C 3arOPEJbIM, CUIIBHBIM TEJIOM IPUKaIack
K CIIMHKE TPOHA, MOJIOXKHUB MOAOOPOJAOK Ha 1iedo AeMoHa. Ee uepHble, IIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI, MATKUM
MMOKPBIBAJIOM OKYTaJu €T0 PYKY, CKMMABIIYIO MOMIOKOTHUK. — ThI CIBIIMIIb CTOHBI U3 MIPOBaja
Beunbix Myk? 910 ujieanbHble 3ByKH, IpaBaa?

— B Any mis 1e0s1 10KHO OBITH BCe MeanbHO. Thl — aemonuria, O0u3ar, U HacaaXaarbCs

CTpaJaHUsIMU — TBOSI 00A3aHHOCTh. — Ha JiMlle ACMOJIesl 3aurpaia XulHas yIblOKa, Jenas ero
aJICKYIO KpacoTy €elIlle 3Jiee U MpUTAraTesibHee.
— CerofHs 4 X04uy HaclaXAarbcs TOOOM, MO KHA3b... — mpouentana OOu3ar u ee pyku

CKOJIB3HYJIM 110 €T0 KPENKOU Ipy/id, JaCKasi KaXKJIbIii CAHTUMETP COBEPIICHHOTO Tea.

AcMojiell BCcTall M pacnpaBuil mmpokue mieun. KpacHble mia3a BCOBIXHYIU SIPKO U OBICTPO,
OCTaBJIsIsl B NIYOWHE JIETKUM MEPIaMyTpPOBBIM OTCBET. T€MHBIC, C PHDKEBATHIM OTTEHKOM BOJIOCHI
ObUTH BBHIOPUTHI 3aMBICJIOBATBIMH Y30paMU, a TyCTas IIETHHA OTJIWBAJIa MEIBIO MO/ OJUKaMH OTHS,
MBUIAIONIETO B KaMuHE. Ero Temo ObUIO MOJHOCTHIO PACHUCAHO CTPAHHBIMHM 3HAKaMU, KOTOpPHIE
MMOCTOSIHHO MPUXOJUJIY B ABUKECHUE HA MEPEKATHIBAIOIIMXCS MO KOKEH, Mblax. MieanbHoe 3110,
CKPBITOE T10]] UJieaIbHBIMU (hOpMaMHU.

— Torma uaum croma M cnuenaii Bce, 4ToObl S HE MOYYBCTBOBAJI Ce0sl pa3oyapoOBaHHBIM. —
MOYTH TPYOO MPOU3HEC OH, PA3MIIAIbIBAS IIMKAPHOE TEJIO CBOEH coOeceaHuIbl. — Thl Bellb yMeelllb
clieaaTh TaK, 9YTOOBI TBOM T'OCIIOAWH OCTAJICS JOBOJICH.

— O pa, Mol kHs3p! — OOM3aT BBICKOJIB3HY/IA M3-32 TPOHA M KOIIAYBMMU IlIATAMU
npubnu3uinach Kk Acmonero. Ee pyku OOHSIIM €ro MOIHYIO 1€, a TMOJHBIE T'yObl KOCHYIIUCH
VIIPSIMO CKATOTO PTaA. ..

Yepes yac OOu3zar yuuia, 3Has, 4To AcMoAeil He JIIOOWII, KOTAa KTO-TO 3aHUMal CIHUILIKOM
MHOTO TIPOCTpaHCcTBa. Ero oTCTpaHEeHHOCTH, AUKO pa3Apakaia U B TO ke BpeMs Bo30yxkaana ee. Ho
OHa ObLJIa TOTOBA TEPIETh BCE, YTOOBI OBIBATH 3/I€Ch XOTS Obl HECKOJIBKO pa3 B MECHIIL.

JleMOoH ocTtanica Jexarb Ha OOJBIION KpOBAarH, YCTAaBUBLUIMCH B IOTOJOK, PAaCHUCAHHBINA
¢bpazamu camoro Jlwonudepa. «Bo3MoxHO 1M KUTh 0e3 HacnaxaeHui? Her. Ecth 1w
HacnaxaeHus 6e3 6omu? Hert. [lpuunnsit 601p — monmydail HacaaxaeHue.»

AcMmozent 3akpbil m1aza. dakensbl, TopsIMe Ha CTEHAX, C IMIIEHUEM MOraciu, OCTABIISS MMOCIIe
ce0s KyuepsiBble IOpOXKKH AbiMa. ThMa. KpacHas yHa 3arisiHysa B OKHO, HO ACMoJiel yxxe cradl.



Yto-TOo mpoucxonuno. HemoHATHOE M omacHoe HAABUrajgoCh CO BCEX CTOPOH, U JEMOH
BBIXBAaTHUJI M€Y, TOTOBBIM pa3pyOuTh JTr000r0 Ha Kycku. KinmHOK Tyckiio OIecHyl, U pyKosATKa Meva
cpociach € €ro JaJoHbl0, CTAHOBAICh E€OUHBIM LEJIbIM C JIEMOHOM. AcMoned omisaencs,
paccMarpuBas HE3HAKOMOE MECTO, TaK MOX0XKee Ha AJl — MpPayHbIA JieC ¢ KPUBBIMU JIEPEBBIMH,
BbICOKasi cepeOpucTas Tpapa, MOX0Kash HAa BOJOCHI CTapuKa, KpacHas jJyHa... Ho 4To-To Obu1o HE
TaxK...

JIeMOH MOYyBCTBOBAJI CTPAHHYIO MYJIbCAIIMIO U TOIIET Ha Hee, CMUHAs TPaBy, KOTOpas TUXO
HienTajga v rneja noJ ero BecoM. Bor oHo! Caersieecs MSITHO BIEPEId MAHWIIO U 3BaJIO, OyATO
JT1000BHUIIA, TOBTOPSS ero ums: "Acmomeit... Acmopeit... [Tocmotpu..."

OH npuOIM3WICS K HEMY, CXKHUMas MeY, M 3acThUl, C M3YMJICHUEM pa3lIsibIBas TO, YTO
OTKPBUIOCH €ro miazaM. HeGo BHyTpu 3TOoro msrHa ObuIO TONyObIM, ciensumM. Ero kpachsie,
KpOBaBbI€ IJ1a3a COUIyPUJIUCH, HE B CHJIaX BbLIEPXkKATh 3TOro cBeTa. [lepeBbsi, ONMylIEHHBIC 3€JIEeHON
JUCTBOM, M3yMpYAHash TpaBa, I[BEThI, TaK HE MOXOXHE HAa UYEPHBIC, SIIOBUTHIC OpXuIeH Ana...
AcMoziell KOCHYIICS ApOKalliedl MOBEPXHOCTH, U €r0 OTKHHYIIO, TPOH3UB CTpaAIHON Oo0Jbio. JleMoH
3apeBesl U MOpocHylIcs. Dakenbl BCOBIXHYIM, W IOA WX IUIAMEHEM €ro TeJo 3acepeOpuioch
KareJibKaMu MOoTa.
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— Tebs ymapuiio cBeTsiimeecs: MATHO? — BBICOKUW JIEMOH C TaKMMU K€ KPAaCHBIMU IJla3aMu
MPUTIOHSI KPACUBYIO, TYCTYIO OpOBb. B ero B3msiie mieckaaoch HeJOBEpUE.

— Jla, Actapor! Mens ymapwio nsitHo! — AcMozaeil 37WiIcs, HE TOHMMAas, 4YTO C HUM
MPOUCXOJUT. — DTOT COH CHUTCSA MHE JIOBOJIBHO YacCTO U MOPSAKOM Hajpoen!

— HyxHo oOparuthcsi k [aamy, OH yMTaeT CHbL. DTOT JEMOH BOMCTHHY 3HAaeT Bce, —
AcCTapoT marHyln Ha MMPOKUH KaMEHHBIN IMOTOKOHHUK M IMMOCMOTpeN BHU3. — Ho MHe Kaxercs, 5
3Hal0, 4TO Te0e CHUTCH... OOM3aT MPUXOAUT K T€OE KaX bl Beuep?

— Her, 51 He Mory TeprieTh ee npucyrcTBUe OOJIbIIE, YeM pa3 B HEJE0. MHE CKY4HO, U

HAYMHAIO 3JIUTHCSI.

— S namen cebe HOBOE pa3BieuyeHUE, — ACTApOT 3aBUC B BO3/yXe M IJIABHO MOJIETEN K JyHE,

npumiamas 3a coboit Acmopes. — OTo Kyga OoJjiee MHTEpPECHOE 3aHATHE, 4YeM CIarh C
JEMOHUIIAMH. ..

— W 49T0 %€ 3T0? — OH WArHyJ 3a HUM U JIEMOHBI 3aKPYKUJIUCh B KPACHOBATHIX OTCBETAX.

— 4 wmory Tebe mokaszarb. Xouellb? — ACTapOT 3arajJiodHO YCMEXHYICS, BHJSI, Kak
3aropaetrca ACMOJIEH.

— Koneuyno! — oH ObUT OYeHB 3aWHTEpecOBaH. JIFOOOMBITCTBO pa3ropasiock B HEM MOJ00HO
MJIaMEHU o4yara. — Thbl 3aHHTPUTOBAT MEHs!

— Tbl xorma-HuOynb ObIBaJl Ha 3emMiie? — CHOPOCHJ BAPYr ACTapoT, YEpPHBIM TMSTHOM

BBIJICIISISICH HA OTPOMHOM JIMCKE JyHBL. — Tam, rae >kuByT o1 ?

— Her! A 11?7 — nemMoH 3a7epka IbIXaHUE B 0)KUJAHUU OTBETA.

— Ja... beBan... OHa Moxoa Ha TBOM COH... — mpolentan ACTapoT, XUTPO YIbI0asACh. —
Takas ke sipKkas U COYHasl.

AcMojelt 3amep, 4yBCTBYs, KaK ObETCs €r0 CHIIBHOE CEepILIE.

— Yto ThI UcKan?

— CMEpPTHBIX KEHIIHH. . .

— 3auem???

— Tw1 cam HOfIMGIHB, Koraga s TeOe ITOKAXYy...
% %k Xk



3amok AcTapoTa BO3BBIIAJCA MPSIMO HaJ mponacTthio. OTCBETHl W3 MEKJA, JIU3ald €ro
MpauHble CTEHBI U Ka3aJoCh, YTO OHU OXBAuCHbI IIaMeHeM. [[eMOHBI BOILIM B OOJBIIME JBEPH,
BbICEKasl U3 KaMEHHBIX TOJIOB MCKPHl CBOUMH MIIOpaMu. ACTapOT CHOBa 3araJiouHo YIBIOHYICS
AcMo/ier0, MOKa3bIBask Ha JIECTHUILY, BEAYIIIYIO B KPYTJIYIO OAllHIO C €IMHCTBEHHBIM OKHOM.

— Hawm rtyna.

OHM MOAHSIUCH T10 MMPOKUM CTYIECHSIM, Pa3TOHSSI JIETYUYHUX MbIIICH, U HAKOHEI], OKa3aJIiCh B
KOMHare 0e3 YIJIOB, B KOTOPOM CTOSUIO OTPOMHOE 3€pKajio, MOAJEPKUBAEMOE TPEMSI OIOPaMHU B
BUJIC JIbBUHBIX JIan. 3€pPKaJI0 ObLIO HEOOBIYHBIM, C MYTHOM MOTPECKABIICHCS MOBEPXHOCTHIO. OT
HET0 MCXOJIUJIO TOTyOOBaTOE CUSIHUE, 1 ACMOJICIO 3aX0TEJIOCh MPUKOCHYTHCS K HEMY.

— Iomoxu... — menHyn Actapot. — CHauasna npeacTaBb, YTO Thl XOUEIIb YBUAETb.

— JKeHImHy... — BBIIOXHY JIEMOH M €ro KpacHble Iia3a CBEpKHYIU. — He Takyro, Kak
JEMOHUUBL. .. [pyryro...

OH NpOTAHYT PYKY U KOCHYICA TIOBEPXHOCTH 3epkaja. OHO 3aapoxkanio u AcTapoT
MpOIIenTal:

— Cwmorpu!

Ha, »To Obuta xennmHa! JleMOoH cpa3y 3amMeTHi IUIaBHBIE W3TMOBI Tejla W HANPSKEHHO
BIVISIJIBIBAJICS,, TBITAsICh pa3misifeTh Oouiblie. JKeHIMHAa cMoTperna MpsSMO Ha HEro, pacuechiBas
CBETJIbIC, KaK IMOI0INasi TpaBa B JIECy, BOJIOCH U YEMY-TO yiblOaach. ACMOeH mofoien Oauxke, ¢
HETIOHSTHBIM TPEMETOM paccMmarpuBasi TIaJKyI0, CBETIYIO KOXY C JETKUM PYMSHIIEM, TOJyObie
ia3a U 30JI0TUCThIE pecHUllbl. OHa OblIa TaKOM XpPYNKONW M HEXKHOM, ¢ rydamu, MOXOXHMMH Ha
PO30BbIIl OYTOH, C BBICOKOW TpYIbIO MO MPO3pPauyHbIM OJICSTHUEM, Yepe3 KOTOPOEe MPOCBEUUBAIU
cocku. Ho nzo0paxeHnue BAPYr 3aJIpoKajio U UCYE3JI0, 3aCTaBUB JEMOHA HEJOBOJIBHO 3aphIUaTh:

— Yro cayunniocs?! Kyna ona nenacs?!

— Xouenb ee? — AcTapoT ynbioascs, HaOmtoAas 3a ApyroM. — Toraa HyXKHO OTIPABUTHCS
Ha 3eMJIIO.
— Xouy! IIpsimo ceityac! — 3appuan AcMozeil, HE B CUJIaX CIEpKUBATh CEMEHa CTPacCTH,

OpoIlleHHbIE Ha aJICKYI0, JEMOHUYECKYIO ITOYBY €r0 CYIHOCTH.
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S cupena B ckBepe Ha HEYHOOHOU JIaBOUKE M pa3ouapoBaHHO B3bixasna. CBUIIAHUE, BUAUMO,
OTMEHSJIOCh W S HE 3Haja, pajoBarbCsi MHE WIJIM Oropyarbcs. Sl AOATO HE coriamanach Ha 3Ty
BCTPEYY, HO MOSI POJAHAS TE€TKA HACTOsJIA, paclucaB Kapajepa KaK yMHOIO, pacCyOUuTEIbLHOTO U
KEJAIOIIET0 UMETh CEMbIO MY)XUHHY. Tem OoJiee 4To s, 1O €€ CI0BaM, YK€ JaBHBIM-/IaBHO JOJKHA
OBITh 3aMY)K€M W pacTUTh JeTulliek. He BblepkaB Hamopa, s clajach W TENEPh CTaparesibHO
TOJIaBJIsIA 3€BOTY, 3a]IbIXasiCh OT HEMMOBEPHOM Kaphl.

A Tompko coOpanach yXOmUTb, KaK K JIABOYKE IMOMOIIET HEBBICOKMM MYX4YHHA B CEpOH
pyOallike U TEeMHBIX KOPOTKHUX IITaHAaX.

— Taus? — ero romnoc cpbiBajicss Ha (¢ajibleT, ¥ MHE C TPYIOM YIaBajoCh CIEPKUBAThH
VIBIOKY.

— Ja. A BbI JleoHun? — nmorajganach s, KJIsSHS TETYIIKY, Ha 4eM cBeT cTouT. Hy, cracu6o!
3HAuUMT, 1 JOCTOMHA TOJIBLKO TaKOro?

— Jla! — pacuBein OH, U, BBIYIMB M3-3a CIIUHBI YaxJblii OyKET poOMallieK, MPOTAHYI MHE. —
N3BuHUTE, 1 Ha aBTOOYC ono3ial. Pa3penmre npucects psaoM, Musiasi OapbIiHs?

Tonbko He 3T0! S ¢ cogporanreM cMOTpesia Ha €ero OJU30PYKO COIIyPEHHBIE Ia3a B TOJCTHIX
OYKaxX W KpacHbId HOC (T€TKa 4YTO-TO TOBOpHUJA O €ro ajyiepruv), KOTOPBIM OH MOCTOSHHO
npomokan riaroukoM. [IpunsaB OykeT, s mocTapanach ynblOHYThCS emy. Ho, BUgIuMo, Most yibIOKa
ObLTa OOJIBIIE MTOX0KA HA TpUMacy 00Jiv, moToMy 4To JIeOHU 1 3aHepBHUYA e1lle O0JIbIlE U TPOMKO
BBICMOpKaJICs, OyATO 3aTpyOuJI.

— Tak MOXHO, 51 IpUCSTY? — OH KUBHYI Ha MECTO BO3JI€ MEHS, U S HEYBEPEHHO MaxHyja
pykou. OH Tpuce, U g yChblliana OT HETO 3amax JeTCKOrO MbLJIa U JICIIEBBIX CUTAPET.

Monuanue 3aTaruBanock. JICOHUT HENOBKO KalLIsI, KOCSICh HA MEHS U3 MOJ OYKOB.

— A r1e Bbl nokynaere kegup, TaHs? — HaKOHEI[ CIIPOCUIT OH.

— Yt0? — 51 HEHOyMeHHO nocMmoTpena Ha Hero. O ["'ocnioau. ..o yeM oH???

— Bor s, Hanpumep, B ['actponome. 3Haere, Ha yrty ynuubl Koponésa? Tam aemesie, yeM B
CylepMapKeTe, MpeICTaBIsieTe?

— Jla Heyxkenu? — s MOYyBCTBOBAJA, KAK y MEHS 3AJIOMUJIO YETIOCTh. — Y IMBUTEIHHO!

— Jla! — BooxymeBmiics Mol kaBanep. — M mpocrokBama Toxe! 3HaeTre, y MEHsS BENE
npo0jeMa ¢ KUILIEYHUKOM. . .

DTOro s y>Ke He MOTJia BRIHECTH, Ja U He cobupanach. CoOpaBIIMCh C TyXOM, s BbITAJIMIIA:

— Bro1 3HaeTe, JIeoHn, 1 KaK-TO OOJIBINE MPEATOYNTA0 KOHBSK!

— B cMmbIciie? — OH momnpaBul 0YKUA U HEPBHO MPUTITATANIT OPIOKH.

— Her, HYy MOXXHO, KOHEYHO, OIPAHUYMUTHCS U BOJIKOW... MoxeT, BbilbeM? S 3HAIO ONHY
PIOMOYHYIO, OHa HEMOAAJIEKY... TaM, KOHEYHO, HEMHOT'O TPsI3HO, HO MBI BeJlb HE OyZieM oOpaIarb
BHMMaHUE Ha TaKue MeJo4H, Mpapaa’? B 3ToM 3aBelleHUH O4YE€HBb BKYCHBIC MMUPOXKKHU C TOPOXOM H
JIEUIEBBIE K TOMY kKe!

JleoHn HECKOJIBKO pa3 MOPTHYJA M BCTaj, YCTABUBIIMCH HAa CBOM CAHJAINHU, U3 KOTOPBIX
BBITJISIBIBAIN SIPKO-TOJTYObIE HOCKHU.

— N3BunuTE, TarbsiHa, HO Ballla TETS HE TOBOPUJIA, YTO BBl BhIIUBAETE... Moel MmamMe 3TO HE
MMOHPABUTCS! — OH CMENIHO U HEYKIIOKE KUBHYI MHE. — Sl TOJKEH UATH, U3BUHUTE €ILE Pa3s...

— Oii, Kak *ajib! — BOCKJIMKHYA 5, TOKa3bIBasi pa30yapoBaHHE BCEM CBOMM BuIOM. — Hy



YTO K, NPUJACTCS UATH caMoi. Mame npuBeT.

JleoHuna moMuancs mo ajuielke, a s 00JIETYeHHO B3JOXHYMA, MPEACTABIIA, KaK YCTPOIO TETKE
pasroHsii U OOoJIbIlle HUKOTJIA HE MOBEAYCh HAa €€ YrOBOPHI BCTPETUTHCS C OYEPEIAHBIM KEHUXOM.
Pomaniku B MOMX pykax OHUKIM OKOHYATENIbHO. S Opocuiia ux B ypHY, U30aBISSCh OT MOCIETHUX
BOCIIOMUHaHUM 00 ATOM JIeoHu 1€ ¢ ero kepupoM U MPOOJEMHBIM KUIIEUHUKOM.

BepnyBumich 10MOM, s HaJiea CBOU JIIOOMMBbIE CTaphle MIOPTHI U TAKYIO K€ MaWKy, BKIFOUMIIA
TEJIEBU30p M 3aKpenuia Ha MOJbOEPTE XOJICT. YCTaBUBIIMCH HA YHCTYIO MOBEPXHOCTH, Sl TpbI3jia
KMCTOYKY M JyMaJsa, 4TO K€ TAKOE HAPUCOBATh... MOM I0OX0J B OCHOBHOM COCTOSUI OT IIPOJAXKHU
KapTHUH, KOTOPBIE S pPUCOBAJIA M ClaBaja B Mara3wH IMOJAPKOB WJIM B TOPTOBBIA LIEHTP, B OTAEIH
CyBeHHPOB. UTO TOJBKO HE BBIXOAWJIO M3 Mmoa Moeil kuctu! M mmkapHble OyKeThI, U CEIbCKHUE
nei3axxd, U TOMHBIE KpacaBUIlbl B OOHMMKY C Jeomapaamu... Ho ceromss XoTeiaoch 4ero-to
IPYroro.

Moe BHEUMaHHE MTPUBIIEK TOJIOC TUKTOPA B TENEBU30pE. S MpHCIyanach.

— IIpopsIB TpyOBI € TOpsiUEl BOIOM B MOA3EMHOM IEPEX0/e Ha epeKkpecTke ynuibl CrenaHa
Pasuna m mnpocnekra CompyxecTBa OKa3alcsi OYEHb CHIIBHBIM. BHyTpHM mnepexoma HaxomsTcCs
ONTHKA, KHWKHBIA Mara3uH u «l{BeTtounas maBkay. [IpogaBibl U BIageablbl Y3HAINA O TOM, YTO HX
MMYILIECTBO 3aTOMMUJII KUIISITOK, TOJIBKO YTPOM.

HamomHauM, camo 3aTomieHue Mpor30IUI0 MUHYBIIIEH HOUBIO. XapaKTep MOBPEXKACHUS TPYObI
U TIpUYMHA OyyT BBISIBICHBI IPU PACCiIeI0BaHUH.

— OTnu4HO! — BOCKJIMKHYJA S U 3aCTOHaja. — 3HA4YUT, OJMKaifliee MeTpo paboTarh He
oyner!

Tenepb MHE NPUMIETCS TAIMTHCS C KAPTUHAMU YEPE3 BECh rOPOJl B TECHBIX aBTOOYCaX, C BEUHO
HEJIOBOJIbHBIMH NACCaKUpPaMH.
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Acmoneil BBIpBAJICSA HApYyXKy Bclied 3a ACTapoToM, JIOMas TBEpAble IIWTH mosa. [loTokwm
ropsiueil BOJbI XJIBIHY/IN U3 TTOKOPEKEHHBIX TPYO M TOHECTUCH MO MIMPOKOMY TIEPEXOIy, CMETas BCe
Ha CBOeM NyTu. BMecTe ¢ HUMU OHM BBIIUIBUIA Ha YIUILY, 10 CMEPTH Iyrasi OoMkeil, u AcTapoT
CKasal:

— Cuwurait unpopmanuto. Tedbe HYKHO MTOHSTH, TJI€ Thl HAXOIUIIIHCSI.

AcMoriell KUBHYI U 00BEJ CBETALMMUCS Ia3aMU MYCThIE YIULBL. 3a YIJIOM OJHOTO U3 JOMOB,
OH YBHUJIEJI IBUXKYILEECS TEMJIOBOE IMATHO W IMOIIET Ty[a, CMETas MbUIb U MYCOP CBOUM JIJIMHHBIM
OJICSTHUEM.

Oto Obuta mapodka BiroOSeHHBIX. OHU CTPACTHO OOHMMAIKCh, HE 3aMeuas er0 MPUOTKEHUS
U KOTJ/Ia MapeHb HaKOHEI] OOHAPYKUJI €ro MPUCYTCTBUE, OBLIO YK€ MO3IHO. ACMOJIEH Ha4epTUIl B
BO3/IyXe OTHEHHBIN 3HAK O€3MOJIBUSI, U UCITYTaHHAas JIEBYIIIKA OLIETICHENa, HE B CUJIaX ClIeNarh JaxKe
mar. J[eMoH cxBarwul mapHs 3a IIeI0 U MPUTSIHYI K ce0e, BIUBAsACh 3y0aMHU B YyTh COJIOHOBATYIO
10Tk, KpoBb XJIbIHYNIA M3 paHbl, TPOHUKass B AcMoesl BMECTe€ ¢ OOpbIBKAMU MaMATH, YETKUMU
KpPAaCOYHbIMU KapTUHAMU U OTAeNbHbIMU (pazamu. IlapeHp nepraicsi, Kak >Kyk Ha OylaBke, U
AcMoJiell HaKOHEILl OTITYCTHII €T0, 1apoBaB XKU3Hb. OH B35, UTO XOTEI. ITOr0 OBUIO JOCTATOYHO.

HoBbie ommymieHuss 1 4yBCTBA OXBATHJIM CAMOIO CTAapOTrO JEMOHA, KOTOPBIM MOMHWII €IIE TE
BpEMEHa, N0 MaJeHUs, Korjma oH Obul aHrenoM. Bce HOBoe, Oymopakaiiiee, BCKOJIBIXHYIO KPOBb.
Yero TonpkOo HE OBUIO B 9TOM CTPAaHHOM MHpE, KaKue TOJIBKO dMOIIMU HE HUCIBITHIBAIN JIIOIH,
MPOWJISl CBOM IMYTh OT POKJIECHUS U 10 CAMOM CMEPTH. ..

AcMmozeit BepHyJIcS K ACTapoTy U TpopbIYa:

— 4 xouy 31€ch 3anepKaThCs!



— UYrto HaM MelaeT 3TO caesiaTh? — YCMEXHYICS ACTapoT, B3MbUI BBEPX M 3aCThUI MEpPEN
001bIMM OKHOM. — [ToCMOTpH, MBI MOKEM KUTb TaK XKE. ..

3a OKHOM JIBO€ MOJIOABIX JIOAEW YXKHHAIM C JeByllIkaMu. Mexy HUMH SBCTBEHHO
qyBCTBOBAJIOCh MIPUTSHKEHNE, KOTOPOE, CKOPEE BCEr0, BCIIBIXHET C HOBOM CHUJION B IIOCTENH.

— Hert, — Acmozei moBepHyJIcs HoJ NOPbIBAMU BETPA B CTOPOHY MUTAIOIMX OTHEN LIEHTpA C
€ro JTOPOTMMH PECTOPAHAMU, Ka3UHO U MPECTUKHBIMU paioHaMu. — S xody Tyza.

— Bce, ur0 yronHo, — AcTapoT 1osjeTes B CTOPOHY OrHed. — MBI MOXKeEM 371eCh Aenarh BCE.
Ho Toabko HOYbMO... JIHEM MBI 00s3aHbI BO3BpAIATHCS B AJL.

— 1 He coOuparoch *KUTh B 3TOM MECTE€ BEYHO, — BHUMaHHE ACMOJES HE OTBIEK Jaxe
JOMHYBIIMHA (POHAPH, OCHINIABIIMKN €T0 UCKpaMu. — B03MOXHO, s 3a0epy )KEHIMHY U 3aKpOIO €€ B
Any. KTo ona?

— He 3nar0. Ho 3epkaso nmokassiBaeT T€ MbICIE()OPMBI, YTO OJUkKE BCETO U MOITOMY HATH €€
HE COCTaBUT TPy/Aa. ITO TOHPABUTCS TBOUM JIEMOHUIIAM.

— MHe Bce paBHO, UTO UM MOXKET HE MOHPABUTCS. — ACMOJIEH 3JI0 YCMEXHYIICS, BE/lb €T0 HE
oco00 3a00Tuiin 4YyBCTBa TakuX kak OOuzar. X ObUI0O HECMETHOE KOJUYECTBO — U UMS UM
neruoH. Pa3Be omkeH OH ayMaTh 0 HUX? — ThI OTKPBLUT JJ1sl MEHSI HOBBIE YI0BOJBCTBUS, ACTApOT.

— ThsI ke 3Haemb, 4To s ¢ TOOOM co JnHS majaeHus. M s Bcerma roTroB MopajoBarh TaKOro
MUJIOTO aHTEI0YKa, KaK Thl! — XOXOTHYJ IEMOH, MTOOJIECKUBAsI pOBHBIMU, OCJIBIMU 3yOaMHU.

— 3arKHUCh, YepTOBa 3aJHUIA! — AcMOIeld METHYI B HErO Wap CBETALICKCS MIa3Mbl, HO
ACTapoT JIOBKO YBEPHYJICS, B3MbIBASI K IYHHOMY JIUCKY.

['opon mepenuBajicss MO HUMH SIPKMMU OTHSIMU, CYIsS MHWJUITMOH YIAOBOJBCTBUUM M HOBBIX
OTKPBITUM, MPOHU3AHHBIX ITOKA HEU3BECTHBIMU ACMO/ICIO, HACIIAXKICHUSIMU.

* % %

Beuepom Mycop He BBIHOCAT — JAaBHO 3HAKOMas HEMpPEOKHAas MCTHUHA U3 MaMHHBIX
HacTtaBineHud. Ho He 11 MeHs. S xuia mo CBOMM COOCTBEHHBIM IpaBUjIaM, HE BTUCKHUBASICh E
paMKH U YCIIOBHOCTH, a TeéM 0oJiee He yBIIeKasich cyeBepusiMu. Kyua Oymaru, KOCTOYKH OT BHUIIICH U
KapTo(esbHbIC OUMCTKUA OTYASTHHO MaxXJIu MO MOMKOM, U OO0JIbIlle UTHOPUPOBATH ITO OBUIO HEIB3SI.
S BeITalMIa MakeT U3 Belpa W BHIIUIA B MOABE3], HAKUHYB Ha ceOs jerkyro kodty. [loBepHyB B
3aMKe KJIIOY, 5 pa3BepHYIAach M BCKPUKHYJIA, HAaTKHYBIIMCh Ha BBICOKMM CHIIYIT, 3aMepUIUi B
TEMHOTE.

— Thl 4yero? — CUIYdT IIATHYI KO MHE, M 5 y3Hala CBOw cocelky — CHMOHY. —
Hcnyranace?
CuMoHa — /104b IVIaBBpaua Halllel TMOJUKIMHUKHU, *WJIa B 3TOM JOME YK€ C IOJIroja,

OTKPBITO HACIaXKJasACh MPEIeCTIMH CBOOOMHOW >ku3HU. Ilama mnpuoOpen KBapTUPY CBOEMY
J0OMMOMY Yajly M TeIleph HEYCTAaHHO HABEIBIBAJICS CIOJA, 3HAS BCE HIOAHCHI MOBEJICHUS CBOCH
nouypku. Ee Oenokypbie BOJIOCHI, KYKOJIbHAsi BHEIIHOCTh U JITMHHBIE HOTH BCETJa BBI3BIBAIM BO
MHE JIETKYIO TPYCTh, @ €CJIM YECTHO — 4YepHYyI0 3aBUCTh. Cebs s Jake B 3epkajie He Jrobuia,
CTapasch TPUCTAIBLHO HE pa3lIAlbIBaTh CBOI, KAaK MHE Ka3alloCh, HENMPE3eHTAOCIbHYIO
BHEIIHOCTH. J[a ¥ 4TO MOIIO OBITh MPUBJIEKATEIHHOTO B KPYIVIOM JIMIIE M BECHYIIKax Ha Hocy? Sl
TOXKe OblIa OJIOHAMHKOM Kak 1 CHMMOHA, M JJaKe HaTypaIbHOM, B OTJUYMHU OT MOEHW COCEIKH, HO Ha
€€ roJIOBE ATO CMOTPEJIOCH JOPOTo M IMIUKAPHO, @ Ha MOEH, OYATO IIPOU30IIe] B3PhIB.

— A TBI 4ero TyT B TEMHOTE MNpsSYCHIbCA? — S HEJIOYMEHHO OIVIAHYIIACh, OKUJasl YBUJIETh
KaKoro-HHOy/Ib KaBajepa.

— Jla s He mpsiuych! — HenoBOJBHO oTBeTHIa CHUMOHA, HEpBHO noTupas pyku. — XKuay. Ko
MHE JOJDKEH MYXYWHA MpUeXarb, a TYT, KaKk Ha3lo, poautTean npukarwin! OH cKaszaj, 4To Kak



MONBEJIET, MEPE3BOHUT... A Thl, Nanamky Moero 3Haemb. OH MOCIe MOCIEIHEr0 MOETO 3aryia,
OTCJIC)KUBAET BCe NepeaBrkenus... U trenedon otobpad... 3akoHUMIACh MOS )KU3Hb BOJIbHAs!

Cumona 3aMoiyana, 3alyMYuBO TSIl HA MEHS, U BIPYT cKa3aa:

— Taub, ThI )K€ Ha ynuIy?

— Hy na. Mycop BbIHECTH.

— S TeGs oueHb MPOIITYy, HY TTOIOKIU BO3Jje Moabe3aa yepHyro "Aymu". [lomoiaenb, korna
OHA MOABEACT U CKaXeIlb MYXYUHE, KOTOPHIA OylIeT B HEW, YTO s MEpPEe3BOHIO €My IO03XKeE,
JagHO? — OHAa YBUJIEAa HA MOEM JIMIIE HEJOBOJIBHYIO PAcCTepSIHHOCTh W MpoTsaHyna: — Hy
noxanyicta! I B nonry y teds He octanych! [loxamyiicta... Thl gaxe He MpeacTaBiseilb, KaKOu
on! OH BUepa CKa3aja MHE BCEro HECKOJIBKO CIIOB, U 5 ToMajia B ero ceTu, kak 6abouka! ['ocriomwu,
Kkak oH xopom! TsI cienaens 3To A1t MeHs, a? TaHromaaa. . .

S B3goxHyna u cormacuiiack. KoHEUHO, KOTO €I MOMPOCUTh, KaK HE YCIYKIIUBYIO CEPEHBKYIO
Tanro... S yx SIBHO HE OTOOBIO ATOTO 0OraTOro My)XKMKa Ha uepHou "Ayau".

— Cnacu6o! Cnacn6o! — CuMOHa UMOKHYJIAa MEHS B ILIEKY M MCIYTaHHO JIEpHYIIAaCh, KOIJa
JIBEPh €€ KBapTUPbl HEOKUIAHHO PACIIaAXHYACh.

— CumoHa, 4TO MpOUCXoAUT?! — BBICOKHM, TPY3HBIM MYKYMHA OKUHYJI MEHS HEIOBOJbHBIM
B3TJISAIOM.

— Hwuyero, nmana, 3To cocenka 3a cosbto 3anuia!l — CUMOHa SIBHO TOBOPHUJIA YTO IMOIAJIO, BEE
MOW BHUJ] C MyCOPHBIM IMAaKETOM HUKAaK HE BA3AJICSA C BU3UTOM 3a COJIBIO.

— Jowmoti. beictpo.

— S wmny, mama, — OHa 3alUia B KBApTUPY M, MPEXKJE YEM 3aKPBITh JBEPh, YMOJISIOIIIE
MOCMOTpEJIa HA MEHS.

Bot oo MHe Hano? Sl HEPBHO BBIJOXHYJA U MMOTONAJIa BHUS.



I'maBa 3

[IIBpIpHYB MaKeT B MYCOPHBIM Oak, s MEUICHHO TOIIa OOpaTHO, HaJAesICh, YTO KaBajep
CHMOHBI HE SBUTCS, © MHE HE MPUETCS OOBICHATh HE3HAKOMOMY MY)KUMHE €€ TPOOIEMBI.

Hyn cBexuil BeTepok. JKapa k Beuepy HeMHOro cnana. CUIbHO Naxiia akamus, U €€ CIaakui
apoMmar IUIBUI MO TEMHBIM yiuIlaM. S mpucena Ha Y3KyH0 CKaMeWKy Ha JIEeTCKOM IUIOIAJKe U
MIPUHSIIACH XKJIaTh, KOPs ce0sl 32 TO, UTO MOMNEPJIaCh BHIHOCUTH MYCOP BOIIPEKH MaMUHBIM HaKa3aM.
Bot Tebe 1 HakazaHWe — BBITJISIBIBATH UY>KUX MY>KMKOB KakK JIEBOYKa Ha mooerymkax!

Cser ¢ap mnonocHyn mo cepomy (dacagy aomMa M BO ABOP MEUIEHHO BbeXalla MAllMHa,
Mo0JIECKUBAs MOJUPOBAHHBIMU Ookamu. «Hy BOT W mpUHI» — 3JI0pagHO MOAyMayia sl U HEXOTS
BcTana. MammHa octaHoBwiiach. CBeT (pap moTyX, ceiaB €€ MOYTH HEeBUAUMON B TeMHOTE. S
nojonuia Oyrke, He 3Has, Kak Jydllle cIeNiaTh: MOCTy4Yarh B OKOIIKO MJIM MPOCTO BCTAaTh PSAOM B
HaJIeXkKJIE, UYTO MEHs YBUIAT. biinH, HY Kakoi HeyTOOHSIK!

Mowu MbITapcTBa OKa3alauch HampacHbIMU. [[Bepiia aBTO pacraxHynach, U s yBujaea OOJIbIIIYIO
burypy ¢ TakuMu KPYThIMHU IUJIeYaMH, YTO Ja)kxe€ yauBUiach, kak DTO MOIIO MOMECTUTHCS B
ManmHe. Bo pTy HE0KMTaHHO EPECOXIIO0, U 51 TPOCUIIENA:

— 3apaBcTByHTE!

— CumoHa? — XpUIUIBIA TSOKENBIA TOJOC pe3aHyn ciyx. Jlaxxe OapxarHble HOTKH,
CKBO3UBIIIME B HEM, ObUTH MIPOHU3AHBI OMTACHOCTHIO.

— S 3a... — «Heey, X0Tena cKa3aTh 5, HO OH BAPYT CXBaTUJI MEHs 3a PYKY U JEpHYI K cebe. S
WCITYTaHHO MUCKHYA, YyBCTBYS HEIOKUHHYIO CHIIY B €70 pyKax, U ylepjach HOramu B ac(aibT.

— He ynupaiics, geTka... — g He BUJENA €r0 JHUIA, HO MTOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OH YIBIOAETCH.
Hopmanbno? Jla 4ToOwI 51, 1a ele Koraa-Huoy/Ib. . .

He ycnmeB paxe cimoBa cka3arh, S O4yTHJIACh Ha 3aJHEM CHUICHUM MAIMHBI C
3a0JJOKUPOBAaHHBIMU JBepLaMH. MyX4KrHa ycescs 3a pylb U 3aBeJ aBTOMOOWIb, HE OOpalas Ha
MEHSI BHUMAHUA.

— Yro BbI fAenaeTe?! — 3aBonuia s, nepras pyuky asepu. — S He CumoHa, Bbl iepernyraiu!

Ho Mou xpuku pacTBOPHIMCH B TPOMKOW MY3BIKE, PBYILLEHCS U3 TMHAMUKOB, U PEBE MOILIHOTO
IBUTATEIIA.

Haxonschk B mosHeHIeM 1oKe OT MPOUCXOASAIIETO, sI BIEMUIACh B CIIMHKY BOIUTEIBCKOTO U
MAaCCaAXXUPCKOTO CUACHUS U IPOCYHYJIACh MEXKTy HUMH.

— Jla ycnplubTe MEHsi, HaKOHEl! — MOYTH 3aKpuyana si, HO OH PE3KO KpyTaHyl pPYib.
Manmna Bierena B IOBOPOT, KOTOPBIM BEJl B TYCTOM IIPOJIECOK cpa3y 3a ropogoMm. OHa Tak ke
PE3KO OCTAaHOBUJIACH, U Sl CHAavaja yJapuiiach JIOOM O MOATrOJOBHUK, a MIOTOM PyXHYJa Ha3a/l.

MyxurHa BBIKJTIOUAJI MY3BIKY M BBIIIET U3 aBTOMOOMIS. OTKpPBIB ABEPILY, OH OECIIEPEMOHHO
BBITAIIMJI MEHS HAPYXKY U MOYTH IBBIPHYI K TNIaIKOMY O0KY aBTOMOOMJIS. THXO IiesecTesna JUCTBa,
NeJii CBEPUKHU, U BCE ObUIO IOCTAaTOYHO MHUPHO, €CIM Obl HE OTPOMHBIN MYXHUK, JIEpKaBIIMA MEHS
CBOMMM JIAIIUIIIAMH.

— Wnu-ka crona, nerka... — XpUIUIO MPOU3HEC OH, IpHXkKajl MEHS K ce0e M BIHICS B MOU
ryosl. boxe, 310 Obulo HepeasbHO! KoHeuHO, MHE OBUIO CTpalHo, To4HEee, s ObUla YKacHO
UCIIyraHa, HO MOUEeNyld 3Toro "mensens" cOMI MEHs C TOJKY U 3aCTaBHJI M3YMJIEHHO 3aMEpETh.
SI3BIK MYXYUHBI ObLT TOPSIYUM U HAIIOPUCTHIM, & PYKH, COKUMAIOIIME MOU 3aThUIOK — KPEIKUMH, C
JACKAOIMMU MAJIbIIAMH.

— Kakas o1 cnagkasi... Eciu ObI s 3HAJ 3TO paHbllie, TO B3sUT Obl T€OS TaK CTPACTHO... MMM. ..



Sl Oblna Kak pacrasBiliee MOpoKeHoe... Ka3zanoch, elle CeKyHJa — M S PacTeKyCh JIYKUIIEH
Mo ero pykamu. UTo-To HepealbHO CHJIBHOE, HCXOMWJIO OT HEro, OyITO KaKWe-TO BOJIHBI
HaKaThIBAJIM HA MEHS U 00€3ABHKHBAIIH, TIapaInu3ys TEJO.

— 4 ve CuMoOHa... — mpolenTtana s, IOHUMasi, YTO MOJIb30BATHCSA ITOM CUTyallUed B MOEM
cilydae — rnepeoop.
— UYT0? — OH Bce emle mnpukacajics rydaMM K MOUM TrybdamM, M €ro JAbIXaHHE ObLIO

MPEPBIBUCTHIM U TOPSIYUM.

— S e Cumomna...

My>x4rHa CXBaTUJI MEHS 32 PYKY M TTOBOJIOK K KanmoTy. BkirounB (hapbl, OH TOJIKHYI MEHS B UX
CBET U CTaJl pa3mIsabIBaTh, U3JIydas IUIOXO CKpbITOe pazapaxkeHue. Jla oH kpacaBumk! TemHas
0opora, KOPOTKO CTPHKEHBIC BOJOCHI, YETKHM KOHTYP MYKECTBEHHOW 4YEIIOCTH U TBEPAOTO
nonooponaka. [lonHble TYOBI, KOTOPbIE B 3TOT MOMEHT OBUIM KPEIMKO CXKaThl U IMKapHBIC IJia3a,
JaXe B TEMHOTE, MOPaXKAIOIIME CBOUM OJIECKOM M CUJION TIPUTAUBILICIHCS B HUX.

— MeHs BBenM B 3a0JIy’KJI€HUE TBOU CBETJIBIE BOJOCHI! — PBIKHYJ OH, XMYpsli OpoBH. —
[Touemy THI cCpa3y He CKa3aja, YTO Thl — HE OHa?!
— 1 neiTanack! — MOYTH BO3MYTHIJIAChH s, HAUMHAsA YYyBCTBOBAaTh CTpax IMepel HUM. DTOT

MYy>KUrHA ObUT SIBHO HE U3 MPOCTHIX. — BbI He cirymanu meHs!
— Oco0eHHO KoT/ia 3aCOBbIBAJIa CBOMU SI3BIK B MO POT? — €/IKO U 3710, IOUHTEPECOBAJICS OH.

— UYt0??? — g oHeMena OT JTOro 3asBIEHHUS W YyTh HE pacijakajiach OT TaKou
HECTPaBEIMBOCTU U 3710cTH Ha CUMOHY U €€ KaBajepa.
— Canauce B MalmHy! — BBIJIaBUIJI OH CKBO3b 3YObI M YCEJICS 3a PY/Ib, HEPBHO MOCTYKUBAS IO

MSTKOU KOxke. — beicTpee!

— Jla moxanyiicta! — s 3a0pasiach Ha 3aJJHEE CUJIEHbE U YCTAaBUJIACh B OKHO, JKeJjasi ObIcTpee
okazaTtbcs goma. Kak? Kak Takoe MOrjio npou3onuTu co MHOM? HeBeposTHBIN mo30p!

CambIM 0OMTHBIM W3 BCETrO, OBLIO TO, YTO S pacciabmiiach Kak UAMOTKA U Hadaia OTBEYaTh Ha
noIenyid 3Toro BapBapa! MHe HYKHO ObUIO Cpa3y OTTOJKHYTh €r0, YKYCUTh B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
9YTOOBI HE KPACHETH OT CIIOB — «3aCOBBIBAJIa CBOM A3BIK B MOM poT». 00000...KaK CTHIIHO. ..

— CuMoHa nepejaa, 4TO MO3BOHUT BaM MO3Xe! — ckazana s nepes TeM, KaK 3aXJIOMHYTh
JIBEPILY aBTOMOOMISI. — Y Hee HeOoJbIme Mpo0IeMbl B ceMbe!

OH HMYero He cKaszaJl MHE B OTBET, MU MalllMHA pBaHyjla BIEpe/, YyTh HE OTJAaBUB MHE HOCKHU
CTapbIX MOKACHH.

— BriHecna mycop! — BOCKJIMKHYIA 51 M OBICTPHIM IIATOM IOIIUIA K TTOBE3 Y.

% sk ok

AcMmozelt Heccst o mocce U cMesuicst. Bot ato na! Ilepemyrars sxeHumH! CUMOHY OH Halen
cpa3y mocje TOro, Kak yBUZEN €€ B 3epkaie Acrapora. B TOT ke Beuep OHa momajia Mo €ro
odapoBanue. OH He CIENI, U, KpaeM yxa ciyiias ee OOJTOBHIO, pacCMaTpuBall €€ JHUI0 U TEO.
Emy 5TO oueHb HpaBuioCh, U OH ObUT HacTpoeH 3a0parb CumMoOHY B A, 4TOOBI OHa Bceraa
OCTaBajlaCh C HHUM, Japs VYIOBOJbCTBHE CBOMM OCJIOCHEKHBIM, XpynmKuUM TejoM. Ho 3To
«HEJOpa3yMEHUEY, MPUKUMAIOIIEECs K HEMY oT4aca Ha3ajl, BHIBEJIO €ro U3 ceds, a Tenepb BOT OH
CMEsUICSl, BCIIOMHUB €€ OeCCHIbHYIO 37I0CTh. XOTSI TyOKM Yy Hee ObUIM MSITKHUMU U OYEHb
BKYCHBIMH. . .

Beuep obGeman ObITh CKYy4HBIM, U ACMOIEH pelMJI 3aBUCHYTh B HECKOJIBKHUX Oapax, rie
CJIAIKOTOJIOChIE TIEBMYKHK OyIyT pasBiiekarb ero g0 camoro yrpa. OH MOBEpHYI Ha KOJIBIIO H,

BJIMBIIMCH B ITIOTOK MAllIMH, YHCCCs K OT'HAM ropoJa.
% %k Xk



51 Bce eme kumena, BCOHOMHHAS 3TOr0 Haxalia, KOraa nepeio MHOM CHOBa BO3HUKIIA CHUMOHA,
MOSIBUBIIMCH BO3JIE MOEU ABEPH Kak uepT u3 Tabakepku. OHa 4uto, "Bucena" Ha riazke?

— Hy uro? Tsl Bugena ero?

— Bunena, — "HegoBoabHO OypkHYyna si. — Bce nepenana.

— Cnacu0o Tebe! — BOCKJIMKHYIA OHa, CKMMas MOM PYKH U 3aTapaTropuiia, BbI3bIBas BO MHE
NpUCTyll OemeHCTBA. — Mbl NO3HAKOMUJIUCHh BYE€pa. IDTO HEBEpOATHBIM MyxkunHa! OH Takoi
CUJIBHBII, 04apOBATEIbHbIN, CEKCYaAJIbHBIMN. ..

S ¢ HemoymMeHUMEM CMOTpejia Ha Hee, He NMOHMMas, KaK 3TOr0 OpaHryTaHra MOKHO ObLIO
CUHTarTh o4apoBareabHbIM. M-1a... Bouctuny — xaxmomy cBoe. Tem Oosiee oH ObuT Oorar, U 3TO,
BUIMMO, B T1a3ax CUMOHBI TIPUABAJIO €MY eIlle OOJIbIIe 0OYapOBaHUS.

— S moiiny, xopoio? — MHe Hajioenu ee AudrupaMObI CBOeMY KaBajiepy. — Y MEHs ellie Ky4ya
nen. — Ecnu Tede yTo-HuOyAb HYKHO, Thl TOJBKO CKaXKH! — BBIJOXHYIA OHA, HAXO/SCh HA KaAKOM-
TO cTpaHHOM moxbeMe. "UToO Thl 3aTkHynace". — O0s3aTenbHO, — s YIBIOHYJIACh € U BolUIa B
kBapTupy. Hakonen-to! B Oonbliom 3epkajne, BUCEBIIEM B MPUXO0XKEH, OTpa3uiiuch Moe OneqHoe
JUIO0 C SAPKAMU PYMSHIIEM, MATHAMHU QJIEBIIEM Ha CKylIaX, MIMPOKO PACMaxXHYTbIMU TEMHBIMU
la3aMyd U NPUMYXIIMMU ry0aMu, K KOTOPBIM sI OCTOPOXKHO MPUKOCHYIACh KOHYMKAMHU MAJIbIIEB.
[Tycts nemyet cBoto Cumony! S pe3ko oTBepHYyIach U Molria B KOMHaTy, 3alIpETUB cede TyMaTh U
0 HEH, U 0 HEM. DTO HE XOPOIIMi, OMACHBIA YETIOBEK M CBA3BIBATHCA C MOJOOHBIMU IK3EMILIIPAMH,
cebe nopoxe!

%k %k ok

— Tbl JOMKEH XOpOIIO MOAyMarTh, MPEXJE YeM YTAalUMTh 3Ty KEHUMHY C cO00WM B A
AcTapoT momuBajd BUHO M3 BBICOKOTO Ookana. Ilombl ero cBeryio pyOaliku pa3BeBajIUCh OT
MOPBIBOB BETpPa, HECYHIETOCS CO CTOPOHBI MOpPs. OHU CTOSIM HAa JJIMHHOM JIOMKWM, TSI HA
TEMHBIE BOJIbI, HAKATBHIBAKOIE C TOPU30HTA. — ThI MOXKEIb UMETh €€ 31€Ch. 3a4EM MOABEPrarh €€
Tako onacHocTu? — Ckopo HaumHaroTcsi Houn Ajnckoro Kapnapana. Tel 3Haelb, 4TO MBI HE
MOXEM MPOIMYCTUTh 3TH MPA3IHUKU... DTO POBHO MIECTHACCAT IIECTh HoYeH. S xody, 4TOOBI BCE
ATO BpeMs OHa ObLla CO MHOW, — ACMOJEH JocTall U3 KapMaHa KyCOYEeK 30J0Ta CO CIUYEYHBIHN
KOpOOOK M TMOKPYTHJI €ro B majibllaX. — 3a 3TOT OpeHHbIM MeTal 37ech yOMBalOT. — ITO —
aT4HOCTh. BrosiHe npuimyHbid rpeX... Tak uro Hacuer AeBymku? YUrto ckaxer Jlromudep? —
AcTapoT ¢ JIF0OOIBITCTBOM OCMOTpEI Ha apyra. — Jlymaro, OoH moiJeT MHe HaBcTpedy. S Bcerna
CIYXKWJ €My BEpOM M mpaBiod. B KoHIIE KOHIIOB, B ANy s OKa3ajcs M3-3a HEro. — XMBIKHYI
Acmopeit. — Kusizem. KoManayronmmM orpoMHbIMH JIETHOHAMU JIEMOHOB, — J100aBUI ACTapoT. —
S peumn. — Toraa nenai, — AcTapoT 3a0paJicsi HA TOHKYIO MEPEKIIaIMHY Pa3AesiBUIYIO JTOIKUIO
C aHopaMo# ropoga u Mopsi. Betep B3MeTHyYN ero pybailky v 3arpenai ee, Kak Kpbuibs. [ e-Tto
JaJIEKO BHU3Y TYJEIN CUTHAJBI MalllMH U IymMen ropof. — Kak Tel coObupaenibesi ckazarb el 00
3TOM?

— Hukak. f npocTo HaKWHY € MEIIOK Ha T'OJIOBY, M BCE. — COBEPILICHHO PABHOAYIIHO CKa3all
neMoH. — He xBarano emie HocuTbesi co cMepTHhiMu! — Hermoxo. MHue HpaBUTCS. — Ha Tydax
ActapoTa urpasia HacMmenuinBas ynbloka. — Tbl paB. He ctout ¢ Humu nepemonutbes. — Ilocne
Npa3JIHUKOB Mbl BEpHEMCS OOparHO M HA4YHEM TO, YTO 3aJyMald. OJTO OyleT HacTosIas
Kopnopanus 31ma, — AcMOIEld TOXE 3alpbhirHYyl K ACTapoTy W Cell JIMIIOM K MOpPIO, CBECHUB
Horu. — C Buagy 9T0 OymeT cepbe3Has KOMIIaHHS, 3aHUMAIOIAsics M0Obuel IparoleHHbBIX
METAJJIOB U KaMHEH, HO 4depe3 Hac, crofa OyayT MPUXOIWUTHh JEMOHBI, HACIaXIasCh 3€MHBIMU
’KEHIIMHAMU M BBITIOJIHSIS 3a/1aHus1, KOTOPbIE MbI OyieM JaBaTh UM. — YTO UM MeIaeT NPUXOIUTh
crofia caMuM? — ACTapOoT 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO MOCMOTpPEN Ha Hero. — VX 3/1eCh U Tak O4EHb MHOTO.



Menkue ranel u3 llpeucnogHen JaBHO MIACTAIOT MO 3€MJIE. DTO MbI, JIPEBHUE, MEPEIOJTHEHHBIE
3HAHUSMU W CUJIAMH JIEMOHBI, CUJAMM B CBOeM Ay M pa3jgaeM IpuUKasbl... — Y MEHS €CTE
npemioxenne kK Jlrouudepy. EMy nonpasurcs, — Acmoneit ynbioHyncs. — Kaxapiii 1eMoH Oyner
MO/l CTPOTMM YU€TOM, M JIJII Ka)XJI0To HaiaeTcs neno. Heuero 6e3 Tosky mo 3emiie Oerarb. — U3
ATOr0 MOXET 4TO-TO BeIMTH. — Jla.  3Har0.



I'1aBa 4

Ceromusa s Obuia B Xopoiem HacTpoeHuu. [laxke Heckonbko pa3 cmema "O boxke, xakou
MykurHa!" ¥ BbIMJIA MaaaleHbKUM OOkan BUHA. MeHs NMPUITIACUIIM Ha JIEHb POXKICHUSI, BEpHEE,
Ha HOYHYIO BEUEPUHKY Bo3jie OacceiiHa. Sl oTuasgHHO pbUlack B mKady, BHIMCKHBAS, YTO HAJETh.
Honb. JI>KuUHCBHI, Maillku, KaKWe-TO HEMOHSATHBIC IMOPTHI... K TakuM MeponpusiTusM s OblUla HE
roroBa. MeHs mo3Bajia Tyla XOpollasi 3HAaKOMas: OHa TOXE 3aHUMAJIach «MaJIeBAHUEM) KapTHUH U
ux cObiToM. BeuepuHky y OacceilHa ycTpauBall €€ JpYr, COCTOABIIMICSA XynokHMK. K Hamein
3aBUCTH, OH HEIUIOXO 3apadarhiBajl U MO3TOMY IO3BOJISLII c€0€ BOT TaKME BEUEPUHKHU. S KOHEUHO
JI0JITO JIOMAJIACh, HETPUBBIKIIASI K TAKUM MEPOIPUSITHSIM, HO BCE K€ CAAIACH.

— HyxHo naru, — yBelieBaia MEHsI 3HaKOMasi, TOPSY0 OOBSICHSSA BCE BHITOABL. — JlummHue
3HAKOMCTBA HE ITOMENIaloT! A MOXET, U C TUYHBIM ITOBE3€eT!

S eme pa3 OKMHYIa B3IVISAOM CBOKO HEMPE3CHTAOENBbHYIO ONEKKY M BIPYr BCIIOMHHUJIA O
Cumone. Ona xe MHe kpuuana: «[lomory, uem Mmory!» Bot nmycTh crapaercs! B koHlie KOHIIOB, 3TC
€€ KaBaJlep MEHs 3aralyl B MAallMHY W BBIAEIBIBAI CO MHOW Besakue mryku! Hy, atoro e,
KOHEYHO, 3HaTh HE CTOUT... Sl Jaxke Ha CeKyHJy NIpeAcTaBuja €€ peakiuio. byps, mropm u
3eMJIETPSICEHHE B MacIITadax noabe3aa — 00eCIedeHo.

Ha0OpaBumice cMenocTu, s TO3BOHUIIA B €€ JIBEPb.

— IlpuBe-er... — OHa SBHO HE OXHUJajda MEHs YBUJETh U TOXE Kylda-To cobupanack. Ee
BOJIOCHI ObUTM HAKPY4YEHBI Ha OUTYH, @ B KBAPTUPE BUTAJ apOMaT KaKOT0-TO JOPOTYILETO KpeMma.
— IlpuBer, — 4 BKparie U3J0KWJIa TPUYMHY CBOETO BU3UTA, U OHA, HEMHOTO MOMSBILHKCH,

BCE-TaKHW BIYCTWJIA MEHS B KBaptupy. I[lo ee numy s Buaena, 4TO OHA HE B BOCTOPre OT MOETO
BU3UTA, HO OTCTYNATh HE coOMpanach — yciyra 3a ycayry!

— 4 HemHoro 3aHsra... Ho ceituac uro-uuoyap npuaymaeM. ToIbKO CMOTPH, BEIM JOPOTHE.
He mant bor... — npenynpenniia oHa, OKUHYB MEHS OLICHUBAIOIIMM B3IIAI0M. — Jlake He 3Haro,
YTO MOKHO TTOJI00paTh. ..

OHa 9TO cKa3aia TakuM TOHOM, OyITO Tiepe] Hel cTosla TyMOOUKa UK TalypeT, Ha KOTOPBI
HY)KHO OBUIO HATAHYTh IUIaThe. MeHsI 3TO MOKOPOOMJI0, HO s MpoMojYala, JAymas O TOM, YTO
00s3aTEIbHO OTOMIIY KAKUM-HUOY/Ib HEMPUATHBIM cltoco0oM. Brickouka!

CuMoHa TmoJesna B 3epKajbHbIM Ikad M ucyesna B HeM, Oynro B HapHuio oTmpaBuiack.
Uepe3s MHUHYT MSATh OHA BbUIE3JIa OTTYJa M CYyHYJIa MHE TEMHO-OOpJOBO€ IIarhe C HOOKOMU
KOJIOKOJIBYMKOM M OOCOHOKKU YEPHOTO I[BETA HA IIHUJIBKE.

— Ha, Toneko cMoOTpH...

— Sl monsina, — CXBaTHUB IUIAThE, s1 HAITpaBUIach K aBepu. — Crnacu0o. Thl MeHS BBIpyUnIa.

— Jla "e 3a yto... OOpamaiics... M mocnymai, 3aBeit Bosockl... — CHMOHaA TOKa3aja He
CBOIO TOJIOBY. TyT 3a3BOHUJ TenedoH, M OHA MOAMUXHYIAa MeHA K Bbixomy. — O, Bce, MHE
Hekorga! Bemm 3aHecenns 3aBTpa Beuepom! He moszxe!

— XO0po1110, — s BBIILIA U3 KBAPTUPHI U YCIIbIIIATA, KAK OHA TOBOPUT:

— Xopo1o, s BeIay... Ja... f Toxe )y C HETEPIIEHUEM. ..

S ckpuBuiack u nonvia Jomoi. HaBepHoe cHOBa coOMpaeTcs Ha BCTPEUy CO CBOMM BapBapoM,
KOTOPOTI'O 3HAJIa HECKOJIBKO JHEW, B JIy4IIEM CIIy4ac.

Boiiochl s Bce-Takud MO €€ COBETY 3aBHiia. XOTS TO, YTO BBIIUIO Y MEHS Ha TOJOBE, ObLIO
OOJBIIE MOXOXKE HAa KOIMHY CEHa, HO IUIaTbe W Ty(hIu CUIEIH HACaIbHO. DTO, KaK HU KPYTH,
npubaBiIsIo MHE HACTPOeHUs. S B3sla CYMOUKY M IMOCMOTpena Ha 4yackl. JleBars. Takcu, HaBepHOeE,



yXe Mobe3xaeT. [ Ty0oKo BIOXHYB U HE CIiellla BBIJOXHYB, s BbIIIUIA U3 KBapTUpbl. COexasa BHU3,
CTy4a KaOJlydKaMH, U BBIIOPXHYJIA U3 MOAbE3/1A.

OcTaHOBUBIIMCH BO3JIE JOPOTH, s CHOBAa TUXOHEeuko 3amena: 'O boxke, kakoi MyxuuHa!" u
cpa3y ke yBujena cBeT (gap. ABTOMOOUIIb €Xall O4eHb OBICTPO, BPSAI JIM 3TO TakcH. Sl HEMHOro
OTOIIIA B CTOPOHY, HO MalllMHAa OCTAaHOBWJIACh MPSAMO NEepeno MHOW. Moe cepaue OT4Yero-To
ucnyraiHo ekHyno. Heyxenun "Aynn" "mensena"? Tak u ectb. JIBepiia OTKpbUIach, OH BBIBAIMIICS
Y3 MalMHBL f TOJIBKO MUCKHYJIA, KOIJIa HA MOK) TOJIOBY ONYCTUJIACh Kakasi-TO Tpsnka. Memok???
Mens nonxsaruiay Ha pyKd W 3aCyHYIH B MammHy. Jla 9ro ke 3to Takoe?! f xorena 3aopars, HO
BIIPYT MOHSIA, YTO HE MOTY Aa)ke 3aMbrdath. S mpocto oHemena. Onemenal!!

Ckonpko MBI €xayiM, S He 3Hana. Bce cmemanoch B MOEH TroJIOBE OT OIIyILIEHHUS CBOEH
HEOKUJJAHHOW HEMOTBI U TEMHOTHI, OKYTaBILIEH MEHA Kak caBaH. Kak s He HampsAramgach, U3 MOETO
pTa HE BBUIETENIO HU 3BYKa M 3TO OBbUIO HACTOJBKO CTPAIHO, YTO XOTEJIOCH IUIakarh. Jla 4To co
MHOM?

ManmHa Hecllach U HecJach, MOANPHITUBAs Ha KOYKaX, a s Bce OOJbIIE BHajaia B MaHUKY.
MeHsi Hayalno TPYCUTh OT IYpPHBIX MPEAUYYBCTBUU M 4eM OOJbllle s MPEACTABIsIA, YTO MOXKET
IPOU30MTH CO MHOW, TEM OOJBIE MOE TEJIO pearupoBayio. S 4yyBCTBOBaJIa TO Kap, TO XOJOA, TO
HayMHajla 3abIXaThCs U XBaTajla pPTOM BO3AyX Kak pbi0a, BHIOpOIIEHHAs Ha Oeper.

HakoHen 3Ta mbITKa 3aKOHYMJIaCh. ABTOMOOWJIL OCTAHOBWJICS W S C 3aMHpaHHUEM cepila
CTajla OKUJAATh IPOAOJDKEHUS, BEIb, CKOPEE BCETO, MOW IIOXUTHUTEIb CHOBA IIEPENYTA] MEHS C
Cumonoint. Ho naxxe mymasi, 4To 3TO OHA, OH HaKMHYI MHE Ha rojioBy Mewmok! UTo mpoucxonusio B
€ro roJjioBe, 3a4yeM OH 3To caenan??? MoxeT, oH xo4eT ee youth? Mano nu 4To ciaenana 3Ta
BEeTpeHHas aypouka? B3sia y Hero AeHbru? Yciblmana TalHyr0 MHpopManuio? YBUIENa YblO-TO
cmepTh? U ceituac, He pa300paBIIMCh, 3TOT OAHIUT JUIIMT MeHs ku3Hu?! boxe, Toapko He 310! S
NPUHSIIACh ce0s yCIIOKanBaTh, HO ATO MOJIYYAJIOCh Y MEHSI OYEHb II0XO.

MyxurHa BbIIET U3 MAIIMHBL S OLyTHIIa MOPBIB TEIJIOrO BO3/yXa, KOIAA JIBEpLA HAPOTUB
3aJIHETO0 CUJEHUS pacHaxHylach. YXe 3HAaKOMbIE, CUJIbHbIE PYKH OOXBaTWJIM MO TalUi0 U
NOTalMJIIN, HECMOTPS HA TO, YTO 5 MBITA1ach COIPOTHUBIISITHCS.

— Tume, tuie, Mo KpacaBulla! — ropsyo MNpOILENTal OH, CKOJb3d IO MOMM Oeapam,
KOTOpbIE TaK OECCTBIAHO MOKAa3aJuCh M3-TOA 3ajpaBiierocs miarbs. — Ceilyac g oTHecy TeOs B
OJIHO UHTEPECHOE MEeCTO... TaM Mbl MOKEM OBITh TOJILKO BIBOEM. ThI, 51 U a]...

['ocnonu, na oH MaHbsik! MeHst OyATO Mapanu30BaJIo OT ATOM MBICIH, HO S pelia B3SITh ce0s
B pyku. HeoOxonumo Tpe3BO OLIEHUTHh CUTYalHIO, YTOOBI HE pacTepsAThCA U cOekaTh, KaK TOJIBKO
BBINAJIET BO3MOXHOCTb. ECiM OHa BbIMAJET KOHEYHO.

OH B3BaJIMJI MEHA Ha IUIEYO, NPHUACPKUBAS PYKOU 3a 3a]1. Ero ropsuyro Koxy s 4yBCTBOBaja
JlaXke yepes IaThe.

— Kakas y Te0s ynpyras nonka! — OH LUIENIHYI MEHs, U 51 BO3MYILEHHO BBITY4MIIA TJ1a3a, HE
B COCTOSIHMU 3aKpu4aTh. — M K0Xka T1aiKas, MeJIKOBUCTAS. . .

A MoxeT, 3T0 y HUX Takue urpsl ¢ Cumonoit? M3Bpamenus!! Ho 310 ObUI0 HE Tak CTpalHC
KaK yOUICTBO, OH BIIOJIHE BEPOSITHO, OTITYCTUT MEHS, IOHSIB HAKOHEL, 4TO 1 He CUMOHa.

Ero pyka npunsnace maguTh MEHSA MO HOTaM, NOTOM 3a0pajach moj Ijarbe. Sl MpuHsIIach
JeprarbCcsi, HE Kejas 3TUX NPUKOCHOBEHHU, KOTOpbIE ObLIM BCE-TaKW MPUATHBL... M KoTOpBIE
npeaHa3HayaInCh He MHE. [[a yTo ¢ MouM rojocom, uept! MoxeT, 3To OT uciyra?

Myx4nHa 3acmesics, IpUKaB MEHs KpelJe.

— He Ooiics, g cnenato Tebe JIMIIBb NPUITHO. — €r0 TOJIOC MPUOOpeN yXKe 3HAKOMbIE
OapxaTHble HOTKH, CKOJIB3HYB IO MOEH KOX€, TOpsiIYMM MPUKOCHOBEHUEM, MOX0KUM Ha KOLIAUYU



A3BIK.

Buesanno, kK yxe 00ypeBaBIIIMM MEHS YyBCTBaM MPHUCOEAMHUIIOCH €IIE YTO-TO... DTOT CTpax
Jake B CPaBHEHHUE HE IIIeJI ¢ MCIYTOM OT BBIXOAKH Tpydoro "menBensa". OH HapacTan Tak ObICTpO,
YTO MO€ JbIXaHWE€ CBOAMJIO, CJIOBHO OT ObICTporo Oera. Sl He Momia MOHATh NPUYUHY STOTrO
BHE3aITHOT'O YYBCTBA, U KOTJAa CKBO3b TKaHb MENIKA MPOSIBUIOCH KAKOE-TO CTPAHHOE CBETAILECECS
MATHO, MHE CTaJl0 COBCEM ILIOX0. UeM OnuKe OHO CTaHOBHWJIOCh, TEM CUJIbHEE MEHS OXBaThIBaJa
NaHWKa, Y>Kac, OTBpAIEHUE M BS3KOE JIMIIKOE YYBCTBO HEKOHTPOJIHUPYEMOro cTpaxa. S ourymana,
KaK CTaHOBIIFOCh MOKPOHM OT XOJIONHOIO IMOTa U MOTepsijia CO3HAHUE, OCIEIIEHHAsT HAIllOJIHSABLIINM
MEHS KYTKUM CBETOM...



I'1aBa s

*** __ Hy BOT ThI 1 1oMa... — ACMOJIEN YIOKUJI JEBYIIIKY Ha CBOIO KPOBaTh, U (paKebl SIPKO
BCIIBIXHYIIU. — JlaBaii-ka s CHUMY ¢ Te€Os 3TOT MEIIOK, MOs xopolrasi. OH aKKypaTHO OCBOOOIMII €€
OT TpyOoOil TKaHM U, YOpaB BIaXHBbIE BOJIOCHI ¢ luia, oneneHen. Her! Ax u kpoBs! D10 uTO,
mytka?! [lepen Hum sexxana He CUMOHa, a Ta, C KOTOPOU OH €€ TepenyTall B epBbIid pa3. [{eByiika
Obl1a 0€3 Co3HaHUs, BUAMMO, HE BbIIEpIKalia mepexofia. DHepreTuka Aja Moriia MoKajJeyuTh Kyna
OoJiee cuibHEE, €l MOBe3J10, UTO KHBa OCTajdach. Ee TeMHBbIE pEeCHUIIbI clieTKa IMOAparuBaliv, a
JIMIIO Ka3aJioCch Oeiee Mena, OTYEro MOJIHBIE TYObl IPKUM MSTHOM BBIICJISUIMCH HAa 00€CKPOBICHHOMN
KOkKe. AcCMOIeld THEBaJCs TaK, 4YTO KaXJblii KaME€Hb €ro 3aMKa YyBCTBOBaJl A3TO M CIIE€TKa
CKpexeTan. OTo HeBo3MOkHO! Kak Takoe Moo cliyduThCsi BO BTopoi pa3? Ero urto, npokisian???

— Oto0 TBost CuMoHa? — AcTapoT Bolen 0e3 MpeaynpeskKAeHUs U YIUBICHHO MPUCITYIIAICS K
BOJIHYOIIMMCS KaMHsIM. — Jla oHa kpacaBuna, Acmonei! Ax, kakas rpyab... CMEepTHbBIE KEHIMHBI
YAUBUTEIBHBI B CBOeU KpacoTe. VX koxka OyaTo CBETUTCS M3HYTPU. — ODTO HE OHA! — 3apbryan
J€MOH, U 3aMOK UCITyraHHO 3acToHall. — He ona! — Kak He oHa?! — ActapoT npunogHsi OpoBb,
€ro JINIO BBITSIHYIOCH B HeJoymMmeHun. — A k10?! — Henopazymenue! — psaBkHyn geMoH. — Q000
nbsiBo! S Xxouy KOro-HuOy b yOUTH!

— HyxHo BbBBarh Yp(dypa, oH OCMOTpUT €€, — ACTapOT MPUTIOAHSI PYKY ACBYIIKH H
ornyctuia. OHa TyT ke O€3BOJIbHO ymnaja Ha KpoBarb. — Jla OHA COBEpIIEHHO HHKAaKas...
[Tocnymiaii, 3T0 cymecTBo Apyrod npupoabl. Crnaboe u xpynkoe. Moit Tebe COBEeT — mpHIiacu
Bpaua. — Kak TbI cebe 3To npencrasnsgenn? Bpay Axa npugeT ocMOTpeTh CMEPTHYIO, HETOHSATHO
OTKYyJa TOSIBUBIIYIOCS 3/1eCh! — AcMoel XOMuil U3 yIiia B yroj, ¢ SpOCThI0 B KPAaCHBIX Ila3zax
norsiaeiBas Ha JieByiky. — Honcenc! [locne 3Toro, yepes3 yac Besl IPEeUCONHsIs OyJIeT TyIAeTh OT
sToil HOBOCcTU! S He xouy, uToOBI Jltouudep y3Han o0 3TtoM ot apyrux! — A eciu Obl 3TO ObLIA
Cumona? Twl ke He ocTaBui Obl ee ymuparb? — MOUHTEpecoBajics ACTapOT, HE CBOMIS
MPUCTAILHOTO B3MIsa ¢ TUieHHUIB. — OHa Okl He yMmepia! 3a CyTKd 710 9TOro, 5 Aall € KOPEHb
Manaparopel. OHa OBl BIOJIHE HOPMAJIBHO TMEpPEHecHa 3TO... myreniecTBue! — (QBIPpKHYIT
AcMmoneil. — A ara...Bie3na kyga He 3Banu! — XutpO... Torga octaBb €€ B ITOKOE, MYCTh YMPET.
Bomnpoc otmaaeTr cam coboit, — AcTapoT CKIOHWJICS Haa JAEBYIIKONH. — XoTd... OTnait ee mue. S
TOXKE X0ouy mpoBecTH HouM Ajckoro KapHaBanma ¢ KeHIMHOW. A 3Ta BIOJHE Xopoma. Mbl
MpOBEJIEM MPUATHBIEC Yackl ¢ Hel... — HeT, — AcMozeit He moHuMal, mouemy 3To ckazai. — OHa
ocTaHeTcs 371ecb. — TBoe xenaHue mo3adaBuThesa ¢ CUMOHOM Mponano? — ycMeXHYIIcsl ACTapoT
U €ro rjiaza Cy3uiuch. — Her, HO Mpa3HecTBa HAUHYTCA HE TI03)KE YeM Yepe3 JIBa yaca. Y MEHs He
OydeT BpEeMEHHM CHOBa IOWTh €€ MaHJparopoil, a TaumTh €€ crojga 0e3 Hee — puck. CuMoHa
CIUIKOM Xpymkas. OHa MOXKET He NepexuTh... Yept! Bece mpa3nHuku HacMapky!

— S Tebe mpeIoKUI CBOIO MOMOIIb, — ACTapOT XUTPO YIBIOHYIICS. — S 3a0epy AEBylIKY, a
THI 1O JOOpOM mamATH pasmieuenibes ¢ Oduzar wiK apyroi aeMoHuied. Bo3pMennb cMepTHYIO

notoM. [lo3xe. — JKenumna 6e3 cosHaHus. — AcMojiell Bce OOJbllie HEPBHUYAI. — 3aueéM OHa
TeOe B TakOM cocTossHUU? — S Bce-Taku nmpumiamy Ypdypa. — oTBeTHII ACTapoT U CHOBA B3I
PYKY O€ByIKH. — MMMM...qa eil odeHb mioxo... — Her. Ona Oyner co MHOU, — Acmozeit

BCIIOMHMUJI €€ MSITKHUE TyOBl U €IlIe Pa3 OKUHYII 00€3IBUKEHHOE TEJO JICBYIIKA MPAYHbIM B3IVISIZIOM,
HO B 3TOT pa3 OH ObUT OlIeHUBAOIMM. — 30BH Ypdypa. Ho BpaueBarens TpeBOKUTH HE MTPUIILIOCH,
JIEBYIIKA 3aCTOHAJIA U IOILIEBEIWIACh. Ee ma3a MeJJIEHHO OTKPBUINChH, U Y€PE3 CEKYHAY OHA PE3KO
cena B kpoaru. Ilocime storo, Acmonel 3apblyai M 3aKpbul yIId pykaMu. — BBl Kyna MeHs



3araumnun?! Harmielid, camoyBepeHHbIN u3BpanieHelr]! HemennenHo otmyctute MeHs! — €€ BOILIb
pasHeccsd 1o BceMy 3aMKy. llociennee cioBo BBIIETENO U3 OKHA U 3arylIelio Ie-TO BO3JIe KPACHOU
ayubl: "Mens-sa-1"... — HeoxuganHo... — ACTapoT yibOalics OAHUMU KOHYMKAMHU Ty0. —
3HAYUT, Bbl, MUJIasg OaphIIIHS, CYHUTAETE €r0, — OH TKHYII MaJiblieM B ACMO/es, — U3BpaIleHIIeEM?

— A Kak Ha3BaTh Y€JIOBEKA, KOTOPHIM HATSATUBAET >KEHIIMHE MEIIOK Ha rojoBy?! — CHOBa
3aBONMWJIa OHA, U JeMOH cMopumJics. — Kcraru, a Bl kT0?!!! — Munast 6apeims... AcMonein —
HE YEJIOBEK. XOTS H3BpaIllCHIIEM s Obl €ro TOYHO Ha3Bajl. — C YIOBOJBCTBHUEM ITPOU3HEC
Acrtapotr. — Bot Takue nena, cinaakas. OHa cuaena B HU3rOJIOBbE KPOBATH, CKABLUIUCH B TYrOM
y3eJ1. ACMOJIEH YyBCTBOBaJ €€ BHyTpeHHee HanpspkeHue. Onna mopoka! He xBaranio ucrepuk B €ro
3amke! — He 4yenoBek? — ee TEeMHbIE PECHHIIBI B3JIETEIU BBEPX B HEMOM Bompoce. — YTO Bbl
umeere BBUAY? — Her, He yenoBek, — MU0 comiacuicsi ACMOAEH W €ro rias3a BCIBIXHYIU
KpacHbIM. — ] — AeMOH, neTKa. — A-a... — MPOTSIHYJIa OHA U CHOBA XJIOMHYJIACh B OOMOPOK.

Ypdbyp ¢ uzymieHueM CMOTpea Ha JIeBYIIKY, JEXKaBIlyl0 Ha KpoBaThu KHs3s JEMOHOB H,
HaKOHEI[ TMPOKaIUISBIIMCh, MOUHTEpecoBajicsi: — YTo BBl coOMpaeTech JejiaTh C HEH, Balle
CusrensctBo? — To, 4TO AENarOT MYXYWHBI C )KEHIMHAMHU! — pSABKHYI ACMOIEH, 3715Ch U Ha
JIEBYIIIKY, 1 Ha ce0s, U Ha J0OONBITHOrO Bpaya. — OCMOTpPU €€ U MOMOTU MPUUTH B ceOsi! —
Kortu Caranbl! BriepBble BuxKy, 4TOOBI B ATy TOCTEBAIU JOAN! — BpadyeBareslb NPUIIOIHSIT BEKH
JCBYIIKW W BHUMATEJbHO Mochyman myasc. — Jlromudep 3Haer 06 s3tomM? OH Oymer...KXM...
ynuBieH. — Iloka Her, — Acmozaeil mnopomien ONMKEe K XyJIOIIABOMY JEMOHY B KpacHOM
MaHTUU. — Hanerock, 1 y3HaeT OH 3TO He OT Tebs, aa, Yppyp? S cam pacckaxy emy. — Jla 4ro
Bbl, Bame CustenbctBo! Mo# poT Ha 3aMKe! — BOCKJIMKHYJI JEMOH, BCKUJIBIBASI XYIIbIE PYKH. —
O10 He Moe aeno! — OTIMYHO. — JIEMOH CHOBA MPHUHSUICS MEPUTH IaraMu KoMHary. CKOJbKO
po0JIeM MOXKET CBAJIUTHCS HA €T0 TOJIOBY U3-3a JKEHIMHBI!

BpaueBarenb u3BIEK M3 MHMPOKOTO pyKaBa MAJIEHBKUW MY3BIPEK M, OTKPBIB €r0, KaIHYI
HECKOJIBKO Kamejb B MOJYOTKPBIThIE T'yObl A€BYIIKH. Yepe3 MUHYTY OHA 3aKauulsylach U OTKpbLIa
ma3a. — [lomorute mue! MeHs neprar 37€ch HaCUIIbHO! — 3aBOIKIa OHA, CXBAaTUBIIMCH 32 PyKaB
Ypbdypa, u cpazy ke 3amoidaiia, yBHAECB, 4TO y HEro HET Ina3. Acmojied HaOmoman 3a ITOU
KapTUHOW M CTapajcs He 3aX0X0TarTbh BO BCE TOpJO, INISAAS Ha JIMIO ACBYIIKH, HA KOTOPOM IJia3a
Ka3aJIMCh YalHBIMU OJrofiamMu. Ypdyp o0agan cCBEpXUyBCTBUTEIBLHOCTBIO, U TJ1a3a ObUIM €My HE
HYXHBIL. JIUII0 ¢ HOCOM U PTOM. ACMOJIel MPUBBIK K HEMY, U BpaueBarellb HE Ka3aJiCsl €My YEM-TO
0COOCHHBIM: B ATy ObUTM BEIIM U TIOCTpPAIIHEE.

— He nymaro, 4to cMOry 4eM-TO MOpajoBaTh Bac, — OTBETUI YpQyp JEBYIIKE, OTOLIET OT
KpoBaTu M MOKJIOHUJICA Acmonero. — Bceero xoporero, Bame CusitensctBo. — Cnacu6o, Ypdyp.
BpadeBarens Bbllen, a IEMOH TKHY/I B CBOIO TJICHHUITY ManiblieM: — He B3aymaii Oosbllie majarh B
0OMOPOK, UJIH 51 Te0s1 BRIKUHY U3 OKHA.

— B memnke? — ee ronoc ObUT MCHYraHHBIM, HO OH SIBHO YCJbIIAJI B HEM 3J00HbBIE U
capkacTudeckue HOTKU. J[a oHa xapaktepom! — BooOmie 6e3 Huuero. — phIKHYT AcMOjEH,
HaOJr0/1as1 32 HeW HEeMPUS3ZHEHHBIM B3IIAJIOM. — DTOT MY)KUMHa 0e3 11a3... — Havaja ObLIO OHAa U

neMoH nepedun ee: — Bpau Ana. Toxe nemoH.

Ee ma3a cmoTpenn Ha HETO ¢ HeAoBeprueEM U cTpaxoM. OHa HE MOIIIA MMOBEPUTH B PEATbHOCTh
MPOUCXOAAIIETO. ACMOIEH BIPYr MOAyMal, 4YTO, BO3MOXXHO, 3TO M XOPOINO, YTO OHa MOOBIBAET
3nech nepBoii. Ha Hel oH moyuuTcs, kak BecTu cebs ¢ CuMoHO#. B KOHIIE KOHITOB, €CIU €€ KTO-
HUOYIb 37I€Ch MIPUXIIONHET, €My OyZleT Bce paBHO. TecTOBbIM BapuaHT, MPOOHUK... ITO CpaBHEHHUE
BbI3BaJIO y Hero ynblOKy. HyxxkHo Obuto maru k Jlrouudepy u pacckasarb 0 HeMl, YTOOBI HE 3JIUTH
HayanbcTBO. OH He Bepusl Ypdypy u He xoTen, uToOwl JIror y3Han o0 3ToM oT Hero. KoHeuHo



Jlronudep HUUETO €My HE CHENAeT, B BUAY UX KPETKOU JPY>KObI, HO TEPITh CYOOpIUHALIUIO TOXKE
He crouT. — Cuan 31eck Tuxo0. S ckopo BepHych. [loHsma? — neMoH nmoponen K KpoBaTh U HAaBHC
HaJ JEBYIIKOW BCEM CBOMM OIPOMHBIM TOpCOM. — Tuxo — 3TO Moiya. JleByllka KUBHYIA,
HAaCTOPOKEHHO HaOonas 3a HUM. — Haneroch, Thl TOHUMAEIIb, YTO ¢ TOOOW MOKET MPOU30UTH
HEUYTO OYEHb HEXopollee, eciii TeOs 3/ech OOHapyXar 0 TOro, Kak s pacckaxy o Tebe? —
Acmoziert ckaszall 3TO IOYTH JIACKOBO, IMOJIydasl yAOBOJILCTBUE OT €€ cTpaxa. — A "3mech" — 310
rae? — MenHyla OHa M HaxMypwiack. — Tbl momana B AN, JIeTKa... — ACMOIEN YBUJIEI €€
HaIlOJHAIOIIMECS Y’KacOM I1a3a U, pACCMESBIIMCH, BBIILEIL.
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Ho Jlioundep mokuHyn CBOM 4YepTOTH, OTIPABUBIIMCH ¢ MHCcHeKknued mo [lpeucnoaneit u
AcMOJIEI0 0CTaBaIOCh JIMIIb HAACATHCA, YTO YPYyp CACPKUT CIOBO U HE packpoeT pra. Her, oH He
oosuicst Jlroma, kak-HUKaK AcMonei ObUT OJHUM M3 CaMbIX IVIaBHBIX JEMOHOB TpHWajbl 37a. Mx
Ipyx0a IJIUIach YK€ BEUHOCTh, HO U JIeJIaTh YTO-TO 32 €r0 CIIMHON €My HE XOTEJIOCh.

JleMoH mpolencss mo JBOPILY, CTOSABIIEMY MEXIy aByMs pekamu — Jleroir u CTukcoM,
nocujiesl B OuOnrMoTeKe. 3areM Bce-TaKu PElnil BEPHYThCS B 3aMOK, OTJIO0KHUB pa3roBop ¢ Jlrorem,
HA MOTOM. BCIIOMHMB O CBOEM NJICHHUIIE, OH PA3JIPaKEHHO CMSJI MNEpPYaTKU: YTO JAenarb C HEu?
Moxert, uzbaButhcsa oT Hee U Bce? Hampumep, ornare Actapoty. ToT Obl1 HEMPOTUB 3a0parh ee.
[TycTh AemaeT ¢ Hel, 4TO XOYeT U CHUMET C €ro Ijied 3To Opems.

% % 3k

S ocrtanach B OMMHOYECTBE U B IIyOOKOM YEPHOM 3aIHUIIE... ITO MPOCTO HE MOXKET OBITh
npaBoii! DTo O0JIbIIIE TOX0XkKE HA HEJIETbIN JIeeBblil (haHTacTUUeCKui poman! MHe BCIOMHUJIUCH
KpacHBbIE IJIa3a MOEro MOXUTHUTEJNsI, €ro OOoJIbIIoe, MYCKYIUCTOE Teno... Yept! DTo HUKyna He
rogutcs! Ho cnaBarbest 1 He coOupanack — re Obl 1, HU ObLIa, s Oy;y 00poThCs 10 KOHIIa. MoxkeT
HayaTh YUTATh MOJUTBBI? OCEHSTh ce0s U €r0 KPECTHBIM 3HAMEHHEM?

— PenmmTensHOCTh HAa TBOEM JIMIIE, KpACaBUIIA, JAENIaeT €ro ele 0osiee MPUBICKATEIbHBIM.

S momckoumiia Ha KpPOBaTH, YCTABUBIIKCH HAa HEMOHATHO OTKYAAa B3SBILIETOCS MYXYUHY,
KOTOPBIN OBLT A0 3TOTO 3/1€Ch C «MEIBEIEM).

— AcmMmozes eme HeT? — OH BBHINISACT HEMHOrO HACMENUIMBBIM, HO 4YeTKas
3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH CKBO3MJIA B €r0 CJerka MPUIIMypEHHBIX I1a3aXx. MyxunHa ObLI OU€Hb KPACHB,
C TAaKUM JK€, KaK U y €ro Jipyra, XOpoIilo pa3BUThIM TesioM. Ero moiHble, pe3ko o4epueHHbIE T'yObl
VIIBIOATUCh, HO S YYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OH MPUCTAJIBLHO HAOIIOAAET 33 KaXbIM MOUM JIBHKeHHEM. OH
myraja MeHs OOJIbIlle YeM MOW MOXUTUTENb, 1 YyBCTBOBAIA HCXOSIIYIO OT HETO yIPO3Yy.

— Ecnu Bbl 0 TOM Haxasne, KOTOPbIA YIAaKOBaJl MEHS B MEIIOK, TO sl €ro HE BUJENA, — C
BBI30BOM OTBETHJIA $I, CTAPAsICh HE IMOMJIaBaThCsl MAHUKE OT CJIOBA «JIEMOH», KOTOPOE KPYTHIOCH Y
MEHsI B MO3rax. MyKUKMHa BECEJIO XOXOTHYI M NPHUCENI Ha KPOBarb, OKA3aBIIMCh BO3JIE MEHS Ha
pPacCTOSIHUM BBITSAHYTOM pyku. Ero rmiaza ourynmbiBaJii MEHS, CKOJIB3WJIM C HAaCTOMYMBOCTHIO TIO
MoeMmy Jauily u teny. llpemarenbckue Mypamku TOIMOJM3IM MO MOEW CnuHE. locrmoauw, 4To eMy
HY/KHO?

— Ecau on oTkaxercst ot Te0s, s 3a0epy TeOs cede... — mpoientan oH. — lloligenns ko
MHe, ciagkas’?

Ero manpIiel KOCHYIUCH MOEH IIEKH, MOMIAAMIN €€, CIeTKa Ha)KuMasi Ha YTOJIOK TYO, M CxKaju
noa00OpPOIOK. MeHs CIIOBHO KHUIISITKOM OKaTHUIIU. DTO OIIYIIEHHWE MOTHSJIO >Kap BO BCEX YACTSIX
MOETO Tena. S Tymo cMOTpesa Ha €ro KpacuBOE JIMIIO, HE B CUJIAX PACKPBITH pTa.

— He otkaxychk. AcTapoT, yoepu CBOM PyKH OT MOe€H J00buu! — 3TOT MOYTH PEB, BBIBEI
MEHS U3 ATOT0 CTPAHHOI'O COCTOSIHUSI OLICTICHEHUS.

B xomHary Boren Mol MoxXuTuTeNb. Ero miaza MeTanyu MOJIHUU, a CKYJIbl ObICTPO JBUTATUCH
I10J1 OTAAOIIEH MEbIO, IIICTHHOM.

— Ter pacnanuncsa, mou npyr! — 3acmesuicss ero Apyr v Bcraid. — HoO, BO3MOXKHO, MBI
CIIPOCUM >KEHIIMHY? BApyr oHa 3aX04eT OCTaThCsl CO MHOM?

— YT0 3a uUrpy ThI 3aresu1? — «MEABEAbY» BOMPOCUTEIBHO TOCMOTPEI HA MY>KUHHY 10 UMEHU



Acrtapot. — fI 3Har0 TeOs Kak HUKTO APYTOM.

— Hukakux urp. OHa rHeBaeTcs Ha TeOsS W HE XoueT. A s MOr Obl MPOBECTH C HEWM
He3a0bIBaeMbIe MPa3IHUKH. — CHOBA CKa3all ACTapoT M B3IAHYI Ha MEHS B3IVISZIOM, B KOTOPOM
SIBHO CKBO3MJIO BOXKJEJIEHUE.

Sl B 3amMmemarensCTBE CMOTpeESia Ha HHUX, M BO MHE 3akunain THeB. Kak oHu cmeror?!
OOCyxat0T MEHS KaK BeIllp!

— Ot10 oHa Tebe ckazana? — AcMoOAel HampsArcss M CTPENbHYI B MEHS B30EIIEHHBIM
B3TJISA]IOM, CJIOBHO 3TO 51 OblJIa BAHOBATA B IPOUCXOISIIEM.

— Her, HO 110 A€ByIIIKE U TaK BUJHO, YTO OHA HE B BOCTOPIe OT TBOETO OOIIecTBa. — ACTapoT
MUJIO YIbIOAJCs eMy, HECMOTPS Ha 3J10CTh, OYIIYIOIIyIO B €ro rma3zax. — Jla ¥ HacKOJIbKO 51 TOMHIO,
ThI OBUT paccTpoeH, uTo oHa He CUMOHA, U XOTeN YOUTH €e.

Yto??? MeHs 3arpsciio OT 3JIOCTH U, €CIId YECTHO, OT cTpaxa. Youts??? IloTomy 4uto s He
B30aIMOIIIHAsI, Kallpu3Has JeBUlla 0€3 MOPaAIIbHBIX YCTOEB?

— Mowu n1aHbl U3MEHWINCH, — ACMOJIEH B3si1 ce0s B PYKH, HO SIPOCTb BCE €I1Ie TIJIeCcKaaach B
HeM. — OHa MEeHS 3aX04eT, U MHE JIa)Ke He MPUAETCS MPUOeraTh K CUJIE WJIU KOJIJIOBCTBY.

— Tbl caMoyBepeH, — ACTapOT HampaBWJCAd K JIBEpsIM U cKazal: — MHe ToXXe HUYTO He
Mem@aeTr codna3HsaTh ee. M HukTo.

— He npubnwxkaiics k Hel! — 3apeuan AcMoneid, Ho ACTapoT JIUIIb THXO 3acMEsUICs U
BBIILIE.

— 31ech Tak MPUHATO, OOCYXKJaTh 4YEIOBEKAa B €ro MPUCYTCTBUH? — JApoxka OT
MEPETOJIHABIIMX MEHS YYyBCTB, CIpPOCHJIA 5, C ONAackod HaOmwgas 3a MepeaBUKECHUSIMU
«mensens». — Wnm g 1715 Bac UTpyIKa, ¢ KOTOPOW MOKHO HE LIEPEMOHUTHCA?

— 371€eCh NPUHSATO BCE, YTO XOUETCS MHE, — IPOIIMIIEIN OH, BCE €Ile KJIOKOo4Ya OT 3710cTh. — U
Jla — ThI UTPYIIKA. JDTO BCE?

— Korma 11 oTmycTHn MeHsI? — A JepxKalia ce0si B pyKax, XOTd 3TO CTOMIIO MHE
TUTAHUYECKUX ycusinil. Ho UCTepUTh, IUTH CIIE3bl U Oparh — JIMIIb pa3paxarb €ro U KTo 3HaET,
YTO OH MOXKET CHIEJIaTh CO MHOMU.

— He 3Har0, — OH CHSUI TSDKEJNBIA KOXKAHBIM JKWJIET C METAIUIMYECKUMHU IUIACTUHAMMU,
BBITAIIAJI M€Y M TOJOXHWJI €ro Ha crtoi. — He cnpammBaii MeHss HU O 4eM, >KCHIIMHA. OTH
Pa3rOBOPHI YTOMIISIIOT U ThI TOXKE.

A monuana, ocnerieHHas 6aeckoM Je3Bus. Korma MyxunHa cTanmi ¢ ce0s YTO-TO MOXOXkKee
Ha TYHUKY JIpEBHUX BOWHOB, sl 3aMmepia, BIeUaTi€HHas TeM, 4To yBujena. Ero Tteno Obuio
0e3ynpeuHo. CrajnbHble MYCKYIbI MEPEKAThIBAIIUCH TOJ 3aropesionl KOKed, a TeMHasl JIOPOKKa
BOJIOC yOeraJia 1moji Ko)KaHble IITaHbl, ONTacHO MOBHCIME Ha Oenpax. Kpenkuii >kKMBOT, YKpallieHHbINA
3aMBICIIOBATHIMU TaTYUPOBKAMHU, OYTPUIICS MBIIIIAMHU.

— Kyza el cMOTpHIb? — pa3ganics ero pa3apakKe€HHbINA roJIoC, MOJHbBIN /1.

— Yr10? — 5 mokpacHena, MOHUMasi, 4TO OH, BUJIUMO, 3a]1aJl CBOM BOIIPOC HE Pa3.

— Thl Tapanmiiach Ha MEHs, Kak KOT Ha TOPIIOK CO CMETAaHOW. — MPOTSHYI OH U €ro Ia3a
CHOBA OITACHO BCIIBIXHYJIU.

— HenpaBna! — Bo3MyTHIaCh 5, MOWMaHHAs C MOJUYHBIM, U OT 3TOTO 3JISICh €I OOJIbIIE.

— Henpasna? — ero rojoc crai moxox Ha 0apxar. — TbI Xouelllb cKa3arb, 4YTO HE MOXKUPAJIa
MEHS I1azamu’?

— Het! — 3710 s moutu 3akpuyana, KpacHes ele 0oJblIe.

OH cTan npubIMKaThCs K KPOBATH MEJICHHON MOXOAKOM XUIHUKA, U 1 3allaHUKOBaJa.

— Y0 THI nemaenn?!



AcMoziell OmyCTHIICSI HA KOJIEHU W CTall HaJIBUraTbesl Ha MeHsl. OH OCTaHOBWJICS JIUIIL TOT/A,
KOTJ/Ia €ro JHI0 ObUTO B CAHTUMETpPE OT Moero. Sl He 3Hala, 4TO OH COOMpaeTcs JAeNaTh U, CIIOBHO
napajn30BaHHasA, HE MOIVIa OTOPBATh B3NS OT €r0 KPAaCHBIX IM1a3. MBIIIBI HA €r0 HaNpsHKEHHBIX
pykax OyrprIMCh U NepeKaThIBAIUCH MO KOXKEH, 3aCTaBUB MEHSI TPOMKO CTJIOTHYTb.

— Kak Te0s 30ByT? — €ro Temioe AbIXaHuEe KOCHYIOCh MOEHM KOXKH U sI OIIyTHJIa €r0 CBEXKUM
apomar.

— A? — B ero NpUCYTCTBUHU s COBEPIICHHO Tepsjia camMooOJaJaHWE M TpeBpallayiach B
IypOUKY.

— TsI omtox1a mociie Toro, Kak nomaja croja, KEHIIMHA? — pa3pak€HHO MNOMHTEPECOBAIICS
oH. — Tebe cHOBa Hy)XeH Bpau?

— Tansd... Mens 30ByT TaHs... — HaKOHEII BbIJIaBHIIA 51 U3 ce€0s CBOEC MMSI M 3aMepJia, OKuaas
€ro peaxkiuu.

— Urak, Tans... [Iposicaum cienyroiiee, — ACMOIEN pe3KHUM JIBUKEHUEM TOATSIHYI HOTH U
yCcelcs Ha MEHd, MPUXHUMas CBOMM BECOM K KpoBaru. — I[loka Thl HaxoguIbCs CO MHOM,
BO3MOXKHO, 5 3aX0Uy JIEJIUTh C TOOOU MOCTEb. ..

— Het! — 4, xareropudecku He IOIyCKajda TAaKyl0 BO3MOXKHOCTh U UCIIYTAaHHO 3aep3alia IMmoj
HuM. — Her!

— Yto0 3HAUUT «HET»??? — OH C)KaJl MEHS HOTaMM TaK CUJIBHO, UTO 3aJIOMHJIO KOCcTU. — S He
Hpasitoch Tede? A ypomms? Henmpusiten?

— Hert! — s 3aMoTasna royoBou, He ’Kenas CIbILATh TOT I'YCTOW, KaK aToKa roJioc.

— MHe ka3ajioch, TO, UYTO Thl yBHJEJA HECKOJbKO MHUHYT Ha3ajl, MPOW3BEJIO Ha TeOs
BIIEYATJICHUE. .. — IMPOLICHTAN OH U €ro HO3ApH 3aTpeneTtand. OH BIbIXall MO 3arax.

AcMoziell CHOBa CKJIOHWJICS Haao MHOM. Ero pyka oOxBaTuia MOIO Ipydb, CKaB MajbllaMH
BBIITYKJIOCTh COCKAa. OT 3TOr0 MNPUKOCHOBEHUS MEHS CJIOBHO TMPOH3WIM COTHH KHJIOBATT
snekTpuyecTBa. OH 3aMETUJ 3TO M XUINHO YIBIOHYNCS. Sl 4yBCTBOBaja €ro 3amax — TEpIIKHM,
rOpPHKOBAThIN, HEMHOTO TTOXOKUW Ha TOJIBIHB U BepOEHY, CMEIIAHHBIN C MY>KCKUM apoOMaroM €ro
Tesa. ACMOZIEN cierka MpUKyCUI MOYKY MOErO yxa M MPOBEI SI3bIKOM MO Iiee. S 3arpernerana u
MOHSUIA, YTO MPEIATEIbCKH YBIAXKHIIOCh MEXK/TY HOT.

Korna oH pe3ko oTHpsiHYII OT MEHs, MO TJla3a ObLIM ellle 3aTyMaHeHbl. — Jlymaro, ¢ 3TUM He
Oyzmet mpobJsieM, — YTBEP KJAlOIIe CKa3al OH M BCTaJ C MEHsI, pacCTeryBas mosic mraHoB. — Jla
9TO THI... Jla... — s mpuIwia B ceds U 3amiack kpackoil. boxe, kakoi mozop! — Ilputanm crona
CuMoHy u npucTaBail Kk Heil! — MarneHnbkast 37100Hast MbIIlb! — nponminen oH. Sl oXHyna, Korjaa oH
cTaim ¢ cedst mransl. [lepen TeM Kak OTBEPHYTHCS, S YCIE€NIa 3aMETUTh: TO, YTO HAXOAWJIOCh Y
HEro0 MEXy HOT, ObLJIO JIOBOJIbHO BHYIIUTENBHBIX pasMepoB. — He cmeili roBoputh 0 Heil. U He
CMEW Jrarb, 4TO HE Tasja OT MOHUX IMPUKOCHOBEHUM! — €ro KpacuBbie T'yObl CKPUBUJIUCH B
npe3puTeabHol rpuMacce. — Maiib! T'ocriogu, 3adem oH pasznencs?! 3asem?! S nppoxana,
Tapamach B CTEHKY U OXHJas, KaK ceiyac MpOorHeTcs KpoBarbk noa ero secom. Ho BMecTo 3Toro s
yCIIblIajga KaKk XJIOMHY/Ia JIBepb U 4epe3 MUHYTY 3ainymena Boga. O! B Any, okasbiBaetcs, ObUIH U
OJrara nuBUIU3aUA!



I'nmasa 7

% sk sk

AcTapoT 3ayM4YHBO CMOTpeNl Ha ceOsl B 3aloTeBINEE 3€pKalio, CUAS B OOJBINON BaHHE U
BCIIOMMHAJI JIEBYILKY, J€XaBIIy0 B KpoBaTu Acmozesi. OHa Obuia npenecTHa. ACTapoT MpeACTaBUl,
KaK OH CKOJIb3UT B €€ BIAXKHBIX NIyOMHAX M Cpa3y MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK €ro WieH HaIpsrcs B TEIION
BoZie. EMy cTOMT mocTaparbcsi, 4TOObI 3aM0IYYUTh )KEHIMHY ce0e, M OH 3TO caenaeT. Bo3sMoxHO,
3TO OyAeT HeuecTHas urpa, Ho OHO croujo Toro. Heyxenn AcMmozmeil He 3amedall €€ HEXKHOU
npenectu? Kak cinaaku ee ryObl, Kak JJIMHHBI €€ PECHULIBI, KAKOW YYIECHBIN PyMSHEL] 3aIUBAET €€
MPO3PAaYHYI0 KOXKY... ACTapoT emle Oosibliie BO3OYIHIICS, MPEACTaBssA, Kak OH OyleT MIaguTh ee
HEXXHbIE Oe/ipa, ToAOUPasCh K 3aBETHOMY MECTEUKY...

Bce nicet Aga! Ota skeHIHa MpocTo 00s13aHa ObITh €ro!

On nokasan ACMOJEI0 CMEPTHBIX JKEHIMH, OH MIPOBEJI €r0 B UX MUP U TENEPh UMEET MPAaBO HA
MaJICHbKOE TOOIIPEHUE B BHUJE CIAJKON JEBOYKH, OT KOTOPOH €ro Jpyr TaKk OMPOMETYUBO
oTka3biBaeTcs. Kakoil cmbici >kaJaHMYarh, €CIM Thl caM He coOupaelbes BiaanaeTh ero? Winum
AcMozieli elle He MOHSUT CTPAacTH, KOTOpas 3JIMT €ro U KOTOPYIO OH MyTaeT ¢ pasapaxkenuem? O,
3TO yxke He umeeT 3HaueHusa! JKeHumHa Bo30Oyauiia B ACTapoTe€ HHTEPEC, KI'ydee >KeJlaHue
o0nagarh €10 U OH HE OTCTYMHUT. DTO OyAeT /a)kKe MHTEPECHO — KOMY M3 HHMX OTJACTCS MHUJIas
urpyika, cobnaszusemas oboumu? Tombko Acmonedt He JIOOMT TaKUX WIP, @ BOT OH XOTeElN
MOUTPaTh...
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AcMornield BbIlIET W3 BaHHOM, OOMOTaB Oelpa MOJOTEHIEM, M Cpa3y K€ 3aMeTusl, Kak
NOTYyMUJIach €ro rocths. CTeCHUTENbHAS U KpacHEIIas OT BUJIa MYKCKOTO Tela, Jypouka. Pa3se
MOXET CMYILATh TO, YTO TaK €CTECTBEHHO?

— Ilogo¥inn croga, — Mo3Bajl OH €€, HO OHA HE JBUHYJIACh C MECTa, NPEBPAaTUBIIMCH B
KaMEHHOE Hu3BasHUEe. ACMojeil He BBIIEPKAI W PIBKHYIT: — MHe mo3Bath Ypdypa, 4ToOBl OH
MPOYUCTHII TeOE YIIIM MEPIIOBBIMU KaTLIIMHU ?!

JleByIika OBICTPO MOHANA HA HETO IJ1a3a U cpa3y e UX OMyCTUIIa.

— 3adem? YUTO ThI XO4YENIb OT MEHS?

— 3areM, 4TO s Tak ckaszan! — pSABKHYI OH, pa3jpaxkasch OT ee HemokopHocTu. Ecnu Obl
3nech Obia CuMoHa... Ero Oenokoxuii anren. OH Obl HaBEpHSKA yXe JieKal Ha Hell, mpoH3as
IJ1aJIKO€ U3BUBAIOLIEECS TEIIO.

JleBylka HEXOTs BCTaJIa U OCTOPOKHO MPUOIU3WIACH K HEMY, TOTOBasi COPBAThCA C MECTa U
CIpSATaThCS 3a KPOBaThio WM MmKadoM. AcMonel MPHUIIOAHSUT €€ MoAOOPOAOK U MOCMOTpEN B
ucnyranasie masza. — Opexna B mkady. [IpuMu BaHHY M mEpeoAeHBCS, BO3MOXKHO, CETOMHS S
nokaxy teos Jlroy.

— KoMy? — ee 3payku yAMBIEHHO PaCIIMPUIIUCH.

— Jlrouudepy, — OpoTsHyYN OH, HaOII01as1 3a €€ peaKlHei.

— Kak? — ona yacto 3amopraia. — It1o xe... HeT, s He mory... OH yxaceH... S 60toch!

— Toi cuntaemn Jlrona ypogom? — AcMoneil BBITHYI OpOBb, pa3misjbiBasi OJeAHYIO0, Kak
MIOTaHKa B aJICKOM JIECY, I€BYIIKY. — ThI CEpbe3HO?

— Koneuno! Y Hero ko3inHas royiosa, pora u koneita... M xBoct! — ee ma3za cranu Ha moJi-
muna. — Jlaxke 1eTH 3HaI0T KaK BBITIIAINAT AbsIBOJ!

AcMozel 3aX0X0Tall, 3alPOKUHYB r'0JIOBY — €r0 CMEIIMJIA €€ HEIIOCPEACTBEHHOCTb.



— ThI cepbe3HO, KEHIMHA? — JIEMOH C TPYIOM YHsUI cMeX. — JI1oll — camoe mpekpacHoe
CYILIECTBO, KOTOPOE Thl YBUAUIIb B CBOEH XKU3HU!

OH pasmisabiBad ee TyObl, KOTOpble ObUIM Tak OJM3KO K HEMY M MOAJABUIMCH IOPBIBY,
MOLIEJIOBAJT X, HACHAXKAASICh UX MSTKHUM, )KEHCKAUM BKYcOM. [leBylllka 3akpbUia Iia3a, U JEMOH,
00XBaTUB €€ JIMII0 pyKaMH, NpWXKaJI COUHOM K cTeHe. OHa HeMeJJIEHHO OTKphUIa Ijla3a Hu
npoIenTana;

— He nemait storo! 4 He xouy!

Omna Tonkana ero B rpyib, HO AcMoJiell He oOpallajl BHUMaHUE €€ KaJIKOe COMPOTUBIICHUE.

3amycTUB pyKHd B BOJIOCHI, JIEMOH 3alpOKHMHYJ €€ TOJIOBy HaszaJ W BIWICS B TyObl TaKuUM
COOCTBEHHUUYECKHUM TIOIIeNTyeM, YTO OHa TYT K€ 0OMSsiKJIa B ero pykax. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ, KaKk ObeTCA
€€ cep/ilie: CHayajia UCIYTaHHO, a MMOTOM C BCE HAPACTAIOIIEH CTPACThIO U TOHKUMAJ, YTO HPABUTCS
ell, Kak Obl OHa ATO HE MbITAJACh CKPBITh. TeJ0 Bcerga pearupyeT ObicTpeil ueM Mo3r. [lonoTeHiie
COCKOJIB3HYIIO C €ro Oefiep, U eMy CTOMJIO OOJBIIOr0 YCUJIUS HE 3aphluarh, KOTJa BO30YKICHHBIN
YJIeH KOCHYJICSI €€ XHUBOTa, OOTSHYTOro MpOXJagHbiM IefikoM. OHa 3acTOHasia, CMYIICHHAas U
HCHIyraHHasl.

— Hy 4ro, Tbl Tak ¥ OyJelllb OTPUIIATh, YTO UCIBITHIBACHIb CTPACTh KO MHE? — MPONICHTAl
OH, C TPYIOM CHAEp>KHUBasi ce0si, YTOObl CHOBA HE MPUKOCHYTHCSA K €€ MPUIYXIIMM OT MHOIETyEB
ryoam.

— 1 ucnpIThIBaKO MU CTpax! — JIpoKa, OTBETHIJIA OHA U CMEJIO TIOCMOTpEa EMY B IJ1aza. —
EnnHCcTBEHHOE YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE ThI BHI3BIBAEIIL BO MHE!

— JIryHbs, — AcMojell MOHSIT MOJIOTEHIIE MIBBIPHYJ €T0 B CTOPOHY M HAIIpaBWIICS K MIKady
C OJICXKJIOM, UCTIBITHIBAS MPU 3TOM Bce MYKU Ajna. OH Kejai ceiuac e MBBIPHYTH ATY TPSICYITYIOCs
OoOMaHIMIlYy B KpPOBaTh M MIPOCTO U3HACKUIIOBaTh e€e. Eciu Obl Ha ee Mecte Obuta CUMOHa. . .

% %k ok

S Haxomuiack B TaKOM INOKE, YTO C TPYAOM cooOpaxkana. Korma 3TOT orpoMHBIN MyXYHHA,
MpUXKajd MEHS K CTeHE, OKYThIBasi CBOMM TEIJIOM M 3araxoM, sl MPOCTO 3a0buLia, TJI€ HAXOXKYCh U
YTO, BO3MOKHO, OH MO Bpar. Uto 3HaunT Moii??? OH Bpar BCEro pojia YeI0BEYECKOTO!

Teno nemoHa NpUKUMAIIOCh KO MHE, M 1 YyBCTBOBAJIA KaXbIi TBEPIBI MYCKYI €r0 )KHUBOTA,
BIleYaThIBAIONMICS B MeHs. [loJIoTeHIle yraao Ha MoJI, HO MY>KUMHY 3TO COBEPIIIEHHO HE 3a00TUJIO,
OH OBbUI 3aHAT MHOU. Sl ¢ TpEemeToM OILIyTHJIa €r0 TOPSUYIO IJIOTh, TPYILYIOCS O MOM KUBOT, U HE
MOIJla TMOBEpUTh, YTO BOT TaK cCpa3y BOCHbUIAJIa CTPACTHIO K HE3HAKoMIly. BpaxaeOHOMY
He3HakoMmIly, naxe HE denoBeky! OTo ero aackume mrydku, He wWHa4ye! YMEWOT ke OHH
oOMaHBIBaTh, OMOpa4YMBaTh JtoAei? BOT U 3TO cTpaHHOE BO30YXJICHHE, CKOPEE BCETO HABESIHHOE
YYyBCTBO.

OH mpoiien yepe3 KOMHATY K O0JIbIIIOMY YEpHOMY KAy, U €r0 CMYIJIbIE SITOUIIBI BHITIISICTH
CKYJIBITYPHBIMH B 30JI0TOM TIJIaMeHH (akeaoB. MHE CTOMIIO OOJIBIIIMX YCUIUH, YTOOBI HE CMOTPETh
Ha Hero. YTo-4To, a TeJio y Hero ObLIIO COBEPIIICHHBIM.

— 3aiiMuch co0OM, — €ro XpUIUIbIi OT 3aryXarolled CTPacTH TOJOC, BBIBEJ MEHS U3
3ayMYUBOCTH. — Y HAc €CTh Kyda MOTPaTUTh BpEMs, KOTOPOE Thl B MYCTYyI, Tparullb Ha
CO3€pLIaHNE MOETO TEJIA.

AcMmozelt yxe omencs, U sl Ipo ce0s BOCXUTHIACh €r0 COBEPIICHHOM kpacoTe. UncTo Oenas
TYHHKA C paclaxHyThiIM BOPOTOM, KOKaHbIE IITaHbI, OOTSITMBarONMe MOIIHbIE Oeapa... HacTosiiee
COBEpILEHCTBO. .. MeuTtaroniee o CUMOHE. ..

— S ne CMOTPIO Ha TBOC TCJIO. U uve nangeucs. — OT'PBIBHYJIACH A U IIOIUIa B BAHHYIO.
% ok Xk



— Tt uckan mens, apyr? — Jlronudep BuIIAACT BEIUKOJICTTHO B TEMHOM, KON OpoHE, C
pacHyleHHbIMU YEPHBIMU BOJIOCAMU. — MHE JOJIOKUIN O TBOEM HEJABHEM BU3UTE.

— 3npaBctByil Jlron, — Acmonein ciierka CKJIOHHIJ TOJIOBY, IPUBETCTBYS XO3sfWHA Ana. —
Bembem?
— He oTkaxych, — OH IpHUCTAIBHO HaOIIOAAT 3a JEMOHOM SIPKUMH, KaK JIa3ypHOE HEOO,

ma3zamMu. — Yr1o-1o ciyunnocs? Kakue-to HenpuarHocTr? £ Bcerna BUXKY IO TBOEMY JIMILY, KOTAA
y T€0s1 TpOOIEMBI.

— Her, — AcMozen mytnuBo 3akarui miaza. — Bcee neno B xeHImHe. XO0Ts Thl IPaB — 3TO
U €CTh caMasi 0oJibIlasi mpobJieMa ¢ COTBOPEHHUS MUPA.

— O-o0! — Jlro1 OXMBUJICS |, MPUHSB OOKaI U3 PyK AcMomes, y)Ke 0ojiee 3aMHTEePEeCOBAHHO
cupocus: — UM 4to ke 3a mpoOieMbl y 3TOH JAEMOHMIBI, YTO IMOHAJI00MIAacCh MOS MOMOIb?
HackoJsbKo sl TOMHIO, THI HUKOTAa HE IPOCHII MEHS 3a JKEHIIMHY, Mou.

— He naszbBaii MeHst Tak! — paccmesica AcMmozeil, HO TYT k€ Mocepbe3Hea. — ITO He
neMonuia, Jlroir. ..

— W-n?... — Jlrouudep ornui u3 OOKaja M JOBOJBHO 3axmypuicsi. — M-m... Uto 3¢
MPENECTh ATO CTAPOE BUHO M3 AJICKOIO BUHOTPAJHUKA. . .

— OHa cMmepTHasl.

— ToI crycTHiICS Ha 3€MJII0O U TPaxHYI CMEPTHYIO JKEHIIMHY? — CKOpee YyTBEpKaas, uyeM
MHTEpPECYACH, TponusHec Jlron. — Kak uHTEpecHo. ..

— Her... i eme He cman ¢ Hel... N oHa 31ech, JIrom. — oTBeTHII ACMOJEH U OTKPBITC
BIVISIHYJI HA CBOETO MOBENUTENSA. — B Any.

— Yro??? — Jlronudep HU3yMIIEHHO YyCTaBWJCA Ha Japyra. — Tbl myrummb? S kaxmy

yCIIBIIATh BCE, OT Havana J0 koHia. Hemenienxo!
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Jlrorudep O4YEHB MOJITO CMESUICS CBOMM pPACKaTHCTHIM, BOJIHYIOIIMM CMEXOM, U KOTIa,
HaKOHEII, €r0 BECEIhE 3aKOHUYMIIOCH, OH MOXJonan ACMOJEs 10 TIeYy U CKa3all:

— Monu, nenaii uto xouelb. S mo3BoJsito Tebe. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MBI — JI€EMOHBI, U TBOPUTH
BCSIKME THYCHOCTH — Hallla camasl TJIaBHas 3ajia4a. [IpuBoau ee Ha pa3AHUKH, 5 C YIOBOJIHCTBUEM
OCMOTPIO Ha OeHyI0 1eBouKy. Kak oHa nepeHecna myremecTsue crojia?

— C tpynomM. — OypkHYJI ACMOjieil. — DTH CyILIECTBa HEBEPOSITHO CIIAa0BbI.

— Takoe BcTpeuaeTcss MHE B TMEpPBbIM pa3, 4TOObI J[peBHUE CBS3BIBAIUCH C JKCHIMHAMHU. ..
xots... — Jlron 3agymancsa a moroMm mpouutupoBan: — "Korma nroaum Hadamu yMHOXAaTbCs HA
3emJle, U POIUIIUCH y HUX JIOYEPH, TOTJA ChIHBI O0KUW YBUJEIU JOYEPEeH UeTOBEYECKHUX, UTO OHU
KpacuBbl, U Opaiu ux cede B )KEHBI, KaKylo KTO u30pan. M ckasan rocmnoab: HE BEUHO AyXy MOEMY
OBITh MpeHeOperaeMbIM 4eJIOBEeKaMH, TOTOMY YTO OHHU IUIOTh; MMYCTh OyAyT AHM UX CTO JIBaJaTh
neT. B To BpeMsi ObUTM Ha 3€MJI€ MCIIOJUHBI, OCOOEHHO € C TOr0 BPEMEHH, KaK ChIHBI OOXKHHU
CTalld BXOAWTH K JIOUEPSM YEJIOBEYECKHMM, U OHHM CTaJU POXKIaTh UM: 3TO CUJIbHBIC, U3JIPEBIIC
CJaBHBIE JTIOIN"

— OTO Bellb O aHrenax. — ACMOJEH HEIOYMEHHO MOCMOTPET Ha CBOETO MOBEIUTENS U TOT
BO3JIEB PYKH, BOCKIIUKHYII:

— A xeM ObIT ThI, YepTOBa 3a7HUIIA?!

— 910 OBUIO TaK JIaBHO, YTO S JIaXK€ HE MOMHIO TEX JTHEH.

— BoT 1 He cTouT BopoumTh mpouuioe, — ycMmexnyics Jlron. — Tak kak, oHa kpacaBuiia,
TBOSI CMEpTHasl )KEHIIMHA?

Jlerkue, MOYTH HECJBIIHBIE [IATH PA3/aIUCh U3 TEMHOI0, KAMEHHOTO Kopuiopa, u Jlronudep
ITIOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— T&I )xpens Koro-To?

— Hert, — Acmojeit Toxke MocMOTpesT B TEMHOTY.

— Oro 1, Jlion! — u3 Hee mokaszanack Oonbinas gurypa Acrapora. — Pemnmn HaBeCTHUTEH
CBOETO Jipyra, a TyT Thl! [IpusiTHas BcTpeya MOM rOCIIOAMH.

— Actapor! Moii BepHbli repuor! Tel TOAKpaabIBaclbCs, KaK MYCTBIHHBIA ayx! —

BOCKJIMKHYIN JItonwdep, MpUBETINBO U JACKOBO IS Ha MPHOIMKAroIErocs reMona. — S Toxke
paj BUJETh TEOs.
— 1 capmman Bamr pa3roBOp O JKEHIMHE... — 3aragodHo MPOTSHYT ACTapoT W Hajauja cede

BUHA. — MHe ecTb 4TO 100aBUTh. TOJIBKO 51 AyMaro, 4YTO €€ XO3SIMHY 3TO HE TOHPABUTCHL.

Acmogeit Haxmypuiics. Uto on 3aresin? Ero Kynaku cxaluch, a ria3a HAIWIUCh KPOBbIO — HY
HET, PTOT MPOKJIATHIA JEMOH HE OyleT Jie3Th B €ro JUYHYIO )KHU3Hb M TSHYTh CBOM JIallbl K €r0
COOCTBEHHOCTH !

— O Moel KEHIMHE, — YIrPIOMO MHPOM3HEC OH, CBEPJS €ro B3NIAIOM. — UYyBCTByelb
pasuuiy? OHa NpUHAIJIEKUT MHE U 3TO HE U3MEHUTCH.

— 4 cMmoTpro Ha 3TO MHAYE... — ACTapOT HIMPOKO YIBIOHYICS €My, HO €r0 KpacHbIe IJa3a
ObLTM Cepbe3HBIMU. — BO3MOXHO, MBI MOCTYNHM TMO-ApyroMy? VY MeEHsS €CTh HHTEPECHOE
MPEJIOKEHUE. . .

— S npunec ee ctoga! Ona most! — B3peBen AcMmoneit, HaunHas JOTaAbIBaThCs, YTO 3aTesl
ero apyr. — He mpubmmxkaiics k Heit!

— Ho ecnu Ob1 HE MO€ 3epKaiio, Thl Obl HUKOT/IA HE MOJIYYHII €€, — MapupoBall ACTapoT U UX



B3TJISA]IbI CKPECTUIIUCH KAK KIUHKH.

— 0-0-0! — Jlronudep U3yMICHHO M PAJOCTHO paccMaTpuBaj CHOPHUBIIMX JEMOHOB, €MY
BCEIJla HPABUJIOCh Y4acTBOBaTh B JIOOOBHBIX MHTpUTrax. — Kak uHTepecHo! Mojau, s TOMHIO, ThI
TOBOPHJI, UTO XOYElllb JPYrylo *keHUMHY? Tak oTmail 3Ty AcTapoTy, 3a4€M yCTpauBaTh pacrpu?
Pa3zBe Ha 3emiie HemOCTaTOK CMepTHBIX XkeHmmH? [losBuics kakoi-to nedpeuut? S dTO-TO
MPONYCTHUJ, CUJSA HA CBOEM TPOHE?

— Ona — Mmos! S He coOuparoch paznaBarb CBOM Bel BceM mofpsia! [lycTs cryckaeTcst Ha
3eMJII0 U OepeT cebe koro xoder! — mpopsrdan Acmosei. OH COBEpIIEHHO HE MOHHUMAJ, 4YTO
JieaeT, HO eMy ObIIO Bce paBHO. BO3MOXHO, 3TO ObIT COOCTBEHHUYECKHI MHCTUHKT?

— M-m... — JIro11 oOXBaTwi1 MOAOOPONOK IITUHHBIMU MabIIaMU, HA KOTOPBIX CHSUIA KOJIbIIA C
AparoleHHbIMU KaMHSMH, YIUBUTEIHHON orpaHku. — S pelly 3Ty npobiieMy mo-ApyroMmy U Bam
MPUACTCS TOAYUHUTCS MOEU BOJIE.

Bort uept! Acmogeit ¢ spocThio MOCMOTpENT Ha ACTapoTa, HO TOT OJHUMU I'yOaMU MPOILETITal:

— O, Moau, n3BuHHU!

Eme munyra, 1 Acmozeit Obl 3apeBes Kak pa3bsipeHHbIN ObIK, HO JI¥01 MOIHSIT PYKY U CKa3al:

— OcTtbiHb! A TBI, ACTH, HE JIpa3HU €T0!

AcTapoT HaXMYpPHJICS,, HO TPOMOJIYAJI, YTO BBI3BAJIO YIBIOKY y AcMmozes. AcTu!

— Wrak, moBeneBaro: Bbl 00a Oynere co01Ia3HATh AEBYIIKY JI0 TEX MOp, TOKa OHA HE BBIOEPET
OHOTO W3 Bac. DTo OyneT 4ecTHO, He mpaBaa nu? IlpekpacHass UCTOpUSI COMEPHUUYECTBA MEXKIY
JIByMsI BOMHCTBEHHBIMU JieMoHaMu. O00Xkaro Takue BeIy!

— S He pa3nensao TBOMX BOCTOPIOB M MOTY B3ATh €€ celuac, B CBOE€HM KpoBaTH, U OHa OyJeT
MOs1, — MPOIIMIEN CKBO3b 3yObl AcMojiei, HO JI1o1l mokayani roJioBoi:

— 3arnoMHHU: JJEMOH HUKOIJIa HE HACUIIYET YEeJIOBEUECKYIO0 CBOOOY, a MPUOETAET K YapyroUM
0OO0JIBIIICHUSIM, JIYKaBbIM COBETaM U YOEKIeHUSAM. MBI HE MOKEM HapYIIMTh CBOOOIY JIFO/ICH, JTUIIIb
TOJBKO BIIMSATHh HAa MBICIM W JAecTBus. MTak, 1 moBeneBaro: 0 TEX MOp, MOKa JEBYIIKa HE
IPOU3HECET, YTO XOUET KOrO-TO KOHKPETHO M3 Bac — OHa HUubsi. Bee. XKy Bac Ha npaznauke. U
MPOIILY Bac, HE BRIACHSNTE OTHOIIEHUsI! Sl 9yBCTBYIO ce0s1 pa30UTHIM OT BCETO 3TOTO.

JleMOHBI MOJTYaJIH, TIPOH3as IPYT JIpyra TOPSAIMMU B3IsiiamMu, U JIronudep mokadas rojJoBoO.

— S nymat, 3a cekc y HaC OTBEUYaIOT MHKYOBI, HO OKa3bIBAETCSI MHOTO CKPBITO OT IJIa3 MOMUX...

— Kr0 Takme MHKYOBI? — ACTapOT BOINPOCUTENIBHO MNPUIOAHSUT OpoBb. — KTo-TO U3
HU3IMX?

— JleMOHUYECKOE CYIIECTBO, COOJIA3HSIONICE JKEHIMH, — TsbKeno B3aoxuyn Jlror,
oObsicusisi. — WMuky0, Wuakydyc, MukyooH, MHKyOoHUC... MMS MOpPOMCXOMUT OT JIATUHCKOTO

incubare, 4TO O3Ha4aeT «BO3JeXKarh CBepxy». CTBIIHO HE 3HATh 3TOro. Bel xoTh U JlpeBHUE, HO
HENb3s1 K€ OBbITh TaKUM BBICOKOMEPHBIMH M HeoOpa3oBaHHBIMH! OTH TapHU COOJA3HUIU
YETBEPTYIO YACTh CMEPTHBIX JKEHIIMH U HE CIIOPUIIM KOMY JIOCTaHETCS Ta WA nHas!

— S He nomxeH 3Harb, KTO HaceJsieT ATOT NpokiAThii Ax!l Moe mojokeHue He

nojipazyMeBaeT JpyxOy C HUBINMMH. — pa3ApakeHHO BOCKIUMKHYT Acmonet u Jlrouudep
YIPOXKAKOIIEC MPOTSIHYII:

— He ucneiteiBaii moe Tepnenue, Momu. OHO He Oe3rpaHuyHO. TBOW TUTYT — KHS3b
Nuky6ata n Cykkyoara!

— Jla? — Acwmoneit 3akanuisiics. — Sl HUYEro He INOHUMAal B THUTYIAX, KOTOPBIE ThI

pasznaens, Jlrorr!
— XBatut 6anoBath ero, — OypkHYyI AcTapoT. — OH 3TOro HE IIEHUT.
— 31kHUCHh, AcTu! — phIKHYT Acmonei u Jlroumdep cxBaTuics 3a TOJOBY. — OTO



HEBBIHOCHUMO!

Kak Tonpko 3a HUM 3aXJIONHYJIACh TSKENas ABEPh, B 3aMKE pa3/ialics 3BOH MEYEH. . .

— Orto Oymer HezalObiBaeMo! — paccmesicss JIroip M BCKOUMJI Ha CepeOpPUCTOTO KOHS,
3aKOBAHHOTO B JIaThl. — XOTb KaKMe-TO MPOUCILIECTBUS B 3TOM OTHEHHOM 0o0J10TE!

Ero odens 3amHTEpecoBajIa 3Ta CUTYaIlHs, XOTEJIOCh B3IVIIHYTh Ha BUHOBHHUILY ATHX pacIpei
MEX Iy ero BouHaMu. Heyxenn cMepTHbIE )KEHIMHBI Tak puBiekareabHbl? CtpanHo... YeM? On
HHUKOIJIA HE lyMall O JIIOIAX Tak... Pa3Be JymMarOT BBICIIME CHJIBI IPUPOIBI O MypaBbsix? CymiecTBa
M3-3a KOTOPBIX HE MEPECTAlOT BOEBaTh CUJIbI MO 00€ CTOPOHBI MHUpPO3JaHUs. XOTS MHOT/IA €MY
Ka3aJioCh, YTO JABHBIM JIaBHO, YEJIOBEKH, co3ManHbie borom, xuByt camu 1o cebe. [IpuaympiBatot
HOBBIC TPEXH M TMPECTYIUICHUS, CTAHOBACH camH ajisi ceds u borom u [psiBosmom. Co3mgaHHBI
borom, Jlronudep He moHUMaI €ro MaHHAKAJIbHYIO JTI0O00Bb K JIIOASIM, BCEMPOIEHUE, KOTOPOE OH
JapoBall UM, a €ro OH Tak W HE MPOCTUI. YTO XK...y HETO €Th CBOM MbUIAIOMIMN MUP, B KOTOPOM OH
x03stuH. OH NPUIIITOPHUIT KOHS U PACKUHYB PYKH 3aKpUYall, TEKIaMUPYS JIFOOUMBINA CTUX:

— Jla, s1 Bo3bMY T€0st ¢ 00010

N Bo3Hecy Tebs Tyna,

I'ne xaxkeTcs 3eMJIs 3BE3/1010,

3emiero Kaxercs 38e3/a!

N, oHeMeB OT yIUBIICHBS,

ThI y3pHIllb HOBBIE MUPBI —

HeeposATHbIE BUIAEHBDS,

Coznanust Moel Urpsl!

Jlpoxka ot cTpaxa u Oeccuibs,

Toraa menHeus Thl: OTIYCTH. ..

N, pactiyCTUB THXOHBKO KPBUIbS,

A yneibHyCh TEOE: TeTH!

N o 60’KeCTBEHHOH YIBIOKOA,

YHUYTOXKASCh HA JIETY,

TBI ITONETHIIL, KaK KaMEHb 3bI0KHH,

B cusronyto mycrory!

A Han Anom kiayOmnuch rpo3Hble Tydd. Cuiab(bl, OyXu BO31yXa, pa3KUTaAIH KOCTPHI K
Mpa3gHUKy, HECMOTPSI Ha MOJIHMHU, mpopes3aronme HebocBon. Ho m oHuM 3amupanu B BO3AyXe
OTHEHHBIMHU IlIAPaMHU, MPEKIJIOHSACH nepen Jlromudepom, kpacora KOTOPOro MPUPaBHUBATIACH KO
BCEM JparolieHHbIM KaMHsIM BceneHHoi. ..

B IJ1aBE MCIOJIb30BAJICS cTUX AJlekcanipa bioka "Jlemon"
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3aayMUYnBO PacCCMOTPEB HaPSIbI BUCEBIME MKady, g MOHIIA, YTO OHU SIBHO MIpeAHA3HAYATUCh
Cumone. HaneBarb MHE UX HE XOTEJIOCh, HO OCIYIIATHCS XO35IMHA 3aMKa TOXE HE YIbI0anoch. Yk
CJIMIIIKOM OH arpeccuBeH W HamopucT. KTo 3HaeT kak moBeneT ceOsl JeMOH, HaYHU S 3aKaThIBaTh
UCTEPUKU U KanpuzHndath? W npasaa, BBIOPOCUT €11€ U3 OKHA. ..

S BeIOpana mijarbe 1BETa HOYHOrO Heba, C JVIMHHBIM NUICH(OM M KPY>KEBHON MPO3payHOit
BCTAaBKOM criepe/id. Bripe3 1eKoJIbTe HEMHOTO MEHS MOKUPOBAJ, HO B OCTAIILHBIX HApsIIaX OH ObLT
ele OTKpoBeHHee. Bouctuny aackuii Hapsin!

Mens nyrana Bctpeua ¢ Jlronudepom, Beap s elie HE MoOma O KOHIIA MOBEPUTH, YTO
Hax0Xych B Ay ¥ B TJTyOMHE Iyl Jiejesuia HaJeXK 1y, YTO BCE 3TO TypHas IIyTKa UM COH.

[Ipexie ueM yeIMHUTHCS B BAHHOM, 5, HAKOHEI PEIIMIACh MOJOUTH K OKHY U TOCMOTPETH TAE
BCE€ TaKU HAXOXKych. Moe cepiile BhICKAKUBAJIO W3 TPYAH MPHU MBICIH O TEX y)KacaxX, 4TO MOIJIU
OTKPBITHCSI MOUM TJIa3aM.

— Marepp boxbst! — BOCKIMKHYIIA 51, 3aBOPOKEHHAS TEU3aKEM, PACKUHYBIIMMCS 32 OKHOM.

KamHu B cTeHax 3aMKa KMCIYraHHO 3acTOHalIM, BUOpUpYd W mojaparuBasi. Bugumo, Takue
CJIOBa B ’TOM MECTE MPOU3HOCUTH ObUIO HEJIb3.

[lepeno mHoO# ObUla yIUBUTENbHAS KapTHHA... barpoBbie Tydn Ha HEOOCKJIOHE KIYOUIIUCH C
MOYTH OUTyTUMBIM TPECKOM, KOTOPBIM MCXOAMII OT 3UT3aroo0pa3HbIX MOJTHUMN, MMPOH3aBIIMX HEOO, a
MO/l HUM PaCKUHY/IAach CTpaHHAsi MECTHOCTbD, IOPOCIasi YepHBIMU JepeBbsiMU. [1o 0603pumoii, kak
Ha JIaJIOHU, TTIOBEPXHOCTH, TEKJIU JIB€ OTPOMHBIE PEKH, HO C BBICOTHI 3aMKa OHM Ka3aJIUCh HE LIMPe
anbO0oMHoro nucta. Ha oOpaszoBaBiiemMcs MeXy HUMU OCTPOBE, BO3BBIIIAJICS TEMHBIN ABOpel. Ero
BX07] ObUT B BUJIE pACIaxXHYTOM JPaKOHbEH MacTH U MO MOEMY MO3BOHKY MPOOEKaIu MypallKd OT
ATOW AJICKOM BEIMYECTBEHHOCTH. OTPOMHBIN MPOBaJ, HAJ KOTOPBIM CTOSUI €IIE OJWH MPAYHBIN
3aMOK, MyIbcupoBall. OTTya TOHOCHIKNCH Y>KACHBIE CTOHBI, JOJIETAIOIME 10 MOUX YIIEH U S JaXxe
0osmach MPEINONI0KUTh, YTO MOIJIO TaM HaXOmUThCs. Kpyrom ropenu KOCTphI, U YEPHBIM JbIM
noAHUMAJICS K HeOy, B KOTOPOM ILIbUIa KPOBaBas JiyHa, Mpope3asi TY4H. ..

OH BoILIEJI HEOKUIAHHO, KOTNA g YK€ oneslacb. MHe Aake NPUIUIOCh 3a/€pKaTh JbIXaHUE,
yTOOBl HE M3/1aTh KAaKOW-HUOYIh 3BYK OT €ro B3IIIs/Ia, B KOTOPOM SIBHO YUTAJIOCh BOXKJICJICHUE.
[IpaBass OpoBb JeMOHa ObUla paccedeHa, HO KOKa BOKPYT HEE YK€ CTsSHylach, oOpa3oBaB
KpacHoBaThii pyoer. OH 4To, apajicsi ¢ KeM-TO?

— VY Tebs nuio, OyaTo ThI 4YepTa yBHUJENIA, — XMBIKHYJI OH, CAHTUMETP 3a CAaHTUMETPOM
OILYbIBasi MEHS B3IJISIIOM, IIABUBILIMM MPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT MEHHI.

— A pa3Be 9T0 He Tak? — s yCIbllliajia CBOM royioc OyITO CO CTOPOHBI, U OH MOKAa3aJCsi MHE
KAJTKUM. DTOT My)K4HMHa "chegan" BCIO MOKO YHEPTHUIO, Ty €€ CBOUM MPUCYTCTBUEM.

— He ngpa3zau mens, xxeHumHa. MHavue 3TO MI0OX0 3aKOHYHUTCA. — ACMOIEN CAenal Iar Ko
MHE 1 ero OpOBH COIUIMCH Ha NepeHoculie. — S npeaynpexaaro Teos. [loka npegynpexnaaro.

— Jla, u kak xe? — JbIXaHUs SBHO HE XBAaTaJIO U sI, CYIOPOKHO BIOXHYB, OTOIIIIAa OT OKHA.
UYepT, MHE IEUCTBUTEIHLHO HY>KHO CJIEAUTH 3a CBOUM SI3BIKOM !

— CwMoTpu, 4TO THI Jejaellb coO MHOM. — AcMOIeM pe3Ko CXBaruja MeEHs 3a Oeapa u
MPYIKAJICS K HUM, TO3BOJISII MHE MOYYBCTBOBAaTh €r0 TBEPAYIO MJIOTh, YIIMPABIIYIOCS B MEHS KakK
TPO3HBINA KIMHOK. — Tebe HpaBuTcs? Xoderb TOCMOTPETh Ha HETO?

OH TOJIKHYJI MEHA K CTEHE, U 1 BCKPUKHYIIA, OLyTUB CIIMHOW XOJIOHBIA KaMEHb, a TPYIAbI0 —



&Kap ero Tena, NpoOUpPaOIIMKCS CKBO3b TOHKYIO TKaHb IJIaThd. HU OIMH 3€eMHOI MyXYWHA TaK HE
nbUIal, a TeM 0ojiee OT MEHs. DTO Myrajo MEHs, IPUBOIUIIO B TPETET U YTOOBI OTTOJIKHYTH €T0, 5
0CBOOOIMIIA PYKH, HO OH TTOMMaJ WX M MpUKal K CTeHE HaJ MOel rojoBoi. MBI ObIIH Tak OJIM3KO,
TaK 4epTOBCKU Onm3ko... Ero 3amax oOBosakuBai MEHs, TPOHUKAS B KaXKIYIO KJIETOUYKY Tejla U s
HaclaXXJach HUM, KaK 3a/IbIXaIOIMICS, TTIOTKOM KHCIOPO/a.

— Mos nryHbsi, — BBIIOXHYI OH B MOK III€H0, OTYEro IO IMO3BOHKY IMPOOekKaso
AJIEKTPUYECTBO, B3pBIBASICh BHU3Y KUBOTA. — TBOs Imynas, Oecrnojie3Has O0prOa, MpUBEIET K
oOpaTHOMY pe3ylbTary, U Thl OKaXENIbCA MOoA0 MHOM B KpoBartu. CIIOMJICHHAss U MOJISIASA O
nomaae. Ho Bpsin mu s Oyay ciymath TeOsl.

OH OTHYCTHIT MOM PYKH, U OHU O€3BOJIBHO yIaiu BAOJb Telia. 3aT0 €ro MabIlbl TPOAOHKAIH
CBOIO CJAJKYyIO MTPY, CABHUTasl MOE€ IIaThe BBepX Mo Oeapam u Bhime. Korga oHO okaszanoch Ha
TaJINU, JEMOH MPOCYHYI MYCKYIMCTYKO HOTY MEXIY MOMMH HOTaMH W 3aCMESUICS JTOBOJIbHBIM,
OapXaTUCTBIM CMEXOM, ITOYYBCTBOBAB, UTO MOM Oe/pa BIa)KHbIE OT keiaHus. boxe, kakoil mo3op!
S Obuta moxoxka Ha pacmyTHyr JeBKy! OT 3TOro cpaBHEHHUS, MEHs OpOCHJIO B Xap W IIEKU
3aropeiuch spKUMu nsTHamu. Ho mpoucxopmsiiee ObUIO CHIIbHEE MEHS M IPOKJIUHAs cebsi 3a
cnabocTh, 1 00XBaTWJa €ro IIEI0 U MOTIHYJIAch 3a mnouenxyeM. Ho oH BApyr cTaHyn qud moero
IJIaThsl M, OYCTHUB TOJIOBY, CJErKa YKYCUI MOU COCOK.

— O npsiBosI! — BBIJOXHYINIA s, HE 0XHUJAasi TaKOM OTKPOBEHHOW JIACKH W BBIPAXKEHHUS, TaK
HEOXHUJAHHO COPBABIIETOCS C MOETO S3bIKa — TAaKUX CIIOB HUKOTJa HE ObLIO B MOEM JIEKCUKOHE.

JIEMOH THXO 3aCMESUICS U MPOLIEIITAN:

— Korpa s ynoxy 1e0st B oCTelNb, Thl BCIOMHUIIB €70 MUJUIUOH pa3, KEHIIMHA. ..

Ecnu ObITh OTKPOBEHHOM, TO 5 ObLIa TOTOBA JI€Yh C HUM B IOCTENb IPSIMO ceifyac, He oOparas
BHUMAaHUS Ha BCE, T€ OOCTOSTEILCTBA, KOTOPhIE MPUBEIN MEHsS ctona. Pa3Be MOkHO ObUIO HE
MOTEPATh Pa3yM U CAMOKOHTPOJIb, KOTJIa HaJ TOOOW HaBHcalla ropsyasi ropa MYCKYIOB, Tep3as
HEXKHYIO KOXY CTpacTHbIMU morenysiMu? Ho Bce 3aKOHUMIIOCH Tak Pe3KO, YTO S| MOMEHTAIBHO
npoTpe3sena. Llenys Moo 1iero, OH BAPYT IPOpbIYal MHE Ha yXO:

— CumoHa...

Menst Oynro XoJoAHOW BOAOW OKarwiv. Sl MOMEHTalbHO BEpPHYIACh B PEAIbHOCT,
MOYYBCTBOBAB CKBO3HSK M3 OTKPBITOTO OKHA Ha pasropsiueHHON koxke. Hy Hetr! S He cnamcs u He
MOKaXy C1ab0CTh, HAXONACh JaXKE€ B ATOM MPOKISATOM Mecte! AcMoieil mpou3Hec ee Hums
HaCTOJBKO THUXO, YTO S clejana BUJ, OyATO HE YCIbILANa 3TOTO0, HO 3J0CTh U Pa3gpakeHUE BCE
TaKH YKOJIOJIM MEHSI CBOMMU SJIOBUTHIMU UINIaMu. [la U cam OH, CKOpee BCcero, He o0parui Ha 3TO
BHUMaHUA. OH IPOU3HOCUI UMSI JKEITAHHOMW JKEHIMHBIL

— Tlonenyit xe MeHs, ACTapoT... — MpOUIENTAlIA I U MPUKOCHYIACH K €ro Ty0aM, MPUKpPHIB
ma3a. To, 4To 3TO OBLIO OMMOKOM, 5 MOHSIA Cpa3y, HO B TOT MOMEHT MHE XOT€JIOCh OTOMCTHUTH U
MOTEUMTh CBOE YsA3BIEHHOE camoiitobue. He 3Haro, moueMy s Tak pearupoBajia Ha BcCe, Beb 110
ujee, MHE HY)XKHO ObUIO 3a0UTHCS B Yroji M pbLAAaTh, HO €CJIM S MO3BOJIO cede pacciaaduThesa U
HayaTh JKaJleTb ce0s — Bce, ATO OyaeT MepBbld Mmiar K KoHLy. Jla M CTpalHbld >KUTENb
MpEeUcCnoiHeii, OynuJi BO MHE KaKue-TO HEU3MEHHBIE YYBCTBA, BO3MOXKHO 3TO MOSI TpellHas
CTOpOHA TaK pearnponaja Ha HEero?

OH 3acThUl, s1 3TO MOYYBCTBOBasia cpaszy. Ero teino mpeBparuioch B KaMeHb, & PYKHA CHUIIBHO
Canyu MOW Oezapa, rpo3s CHHSKAMH... ACMOIEW OTOABUHYJICS OT MEHS, €ro JIUIO BBIPAXKAIO
ApocTh. Bo30yKJIeHHBIN 4eH BCe €llle YNUpajcs B IITaHBL, U S B3MIAHYIA HA OTY BBITYKIOCTH
cJieTKa BUHOBATO, IPUKYCUB TyO0y.

— S xny TeOst BHU3Y! — PSIBKHYJI OH ¥ TPOMBIXHYIT JIBEPHIO.



OnnH — oauH.

Ecnu eI mpuBoNiOK MeHs cioma, Hacnaxmaica! ComHeBatoch, yTo CuMoHa Bena Obl ceOs
CIIOKOMHO U aJIeKBaTHO, CKOPEE BCETo 3aKaTuiia Obl UCTEPUKY U BOT €€, OH TOUHO BBIKUHYI OBl U3
okHa. Ckopee Bcero, J€MOH J1a)Ke€ HE MOJ03PEBAET O TOM, UYTO Y €r0 KEJaHHOW KEHIMHBI, T0JI0Ba
mycTas Kak MpoOKa U OH ObI B3BBLI Uepe3 napy 4acoB. BOT 3ps, 4To OH He yTalmii ee — ObLUIO Obl
€My Haka3zaHue!

VYCnokouTh CBOE JIbIXaHHE MHE yIajdoCh HE cpasy, HO, pacuecaB BOJIOCHI U HaAeB Tyduu, s
MOYYyBCTBOBaJla ceOsi Jyuiie. YKyC JEMOHa BCE €lie Topedl Ha MOEH KOXe, U KaxKIoe
MIPUKOCHOBEHHE Tropesio BMecTe ¢ HUM. OH xenan MeHs, U s 3To Bujena. Korga oH Bomen B
KOMHAary, OH >KeJlaJl UMEHHO MeHd, a He CumoHy. Eciu s momana B 3TO CTpallHOE€ MECTO, MHE
HY>KHO OBLIO 3a YTO-TO JEPKarbCsi, YTOOBI HE COMTH C yMa. 3a 4To-To peanpHoe. [lycTh maxe 3To
OyzleT urpa B JIFOOOBb C JEMOHOM.
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AcMozeil pacxakuBajl 10 KAMEHHOMY IOy, BbICEKAass MCKpPBI 30JI0TbIMH HmopamMu. OH ene
CAep>KUBAJICs, YTOOBI HE pa3HECTH Bce K 4yepToBod Marepu! OnHa Ha3zBana ero Actaporom! OnHa
aymana o0 3ToM npokisitoMm geMone! OcranoBuck. M uto? K uemy Bce 310? IlycTh 1yMaeT o kom
yrogHo, OH otnact ee Acrtapoty ceroans. IlycTe 3a0upaer, ecnu eMy oHa Tak HyxkHa! Ho stor
BHYTPEHHUU TOPSIYUN MOHOJIOT IIPEPBAJICS, CTOWIIO €U MOSBUTHCS Ha JIECTHULIE.

CBeTyible BOJIOCHI, 30JIOTUCTBIM OpEOJIOM OKpY)XKalW €€ TOJIOBKY M IaJajd Ha IUIeYH
KpacuBbIMH BosiHamu. lllexu neBymiku emie ropenu, a TyObl Obuth mpunyxummu. [lnaree mBeTa
HOYH OTTEHSJIO €€ OelyI0 KOKY M OHA OyJTO CBETUJIACH O] OTOJIECKaMU TopsAnmX (pakenos.

"Ilo dero xe oHa xopoma!" — mogyman Bapyr Acmoneid, 1 00pa3 CHUMOHBI CTajdl KaKMM-TO
nanekuM 1 onekiasiM. bynro u He 6bu10 ee. [1buib, HaBaXKIEHHUE. . .

AcTtaport ee He moxyduT! 310CTh B HEM 3aKMIaia, Kak jiaBa B ByJIKaHe Ha Kparo nekia. Tojbko
He ee!

— MHe nonro teds Kaarh, KEHIMHA?! — PSABKHYII OH, U OHA WCIYTAHHO BCKHUHYJA Ha HEro
PECHUIIBL, A OOJBIIMMHU IV1a3aMu. B ero roioBy Bie3ia mpeaareabcKas MbICIb U MYJIbCUpOBaia
TaM, 3aCTaBJISIsI IPOCHITIATHCSI CAMble TEMHBIE UyBCTBA, )KUBIIME BHYTpH: «Kak Obl OHa cMoTpena Ha
Actapora? C xenannem? Crpactbio? C Monb00i, B 3THX Oonbmmx mia3zax? Bo3MoxHO, ee ryos
IPUOTKPBUIMCh Obl €My HaBCTpedy, U TpO3HBIM repror Ana Tep3an €€, OOHaKEHHYIO, B CBOEH
OOJIBIIION KPOBATH. ..

— Jlai croma cBoro pyky! — AcCMOAE HETEPIIENINBO MPOTSIHYI CBOIO, IEPEBEPHYTOM BBEPX
nanoHbl0. — W aBuraiicst ObICTpeid, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB!

OHa npoTsHyna eMy ApoXkalpe NalbiuKu, U OH ckal uX. [[ycTh ero ceromHs rpei3yT BCE MChI
AJla — OH HE OTIYCTHUT 3TY KCHIIMHY.
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Bo3ne peBylmX, MNOJIBIXAIONMX KOCTPOB CTOSUIM CTOJIbL, HAKPBITBIE TEMHO-KPACHBIMHU
ckareptsiMu. Ha HUX KpacoBajoch BCE, YTO MOKHO IMOKEJATh: JIydllle€ BUHO U3 BUHOTPAJHUKOB
Ana, GpyKThI M CaJ0CTH, MSICO U SAPKUE OBOIIM — BCE, YTOOBI JOCTaBUTh YIOBOJHCTBHE
coOpaBUIMXCS 3/1eCh. MeX Iy KOCTpaMu, IO BCEMY MEPUMETPY OCTPOBA, ObLIN pa3OpocaHbl OOJIbIIME
IATPBL, ¥ B HUX CIIBILIAJICS TO CMEX, TO CTPACTHBIE CTOHBI — HOUM AJnckoro KapHaBana Hayaiuce.

Bces Ttpuana 3nma Haxomguiachk 37ech, BO miaBe ¢ Jlrouudepom. [[eMoHBI HU3IIEH KacThl HE
JOITYCKAJINCh CIOJA U IIPAa3IHOBAIIM BO3J€e mpoBasia BeyHbix Myk.

AcMozelt Hazen YepHyl OapXaTHYI0 MacKy, a CBOCH CHYTHHIIE IPOTSHYI CepeOpHCTYIO,
YKpalICHHYIO APAaroleHHbIMU KAMHSIMU U MIEPbSIMU.

— JaBai momory.

JleBylllka, MoJi4a, MPUIIOKWJIA MAcKy K JUIy, 1 ACMOAEH 3aBsi3al TOHKHUE JICHTHI IOA
Bosiocamu. Ha MuHyTYy OH 3amo00Bajcs HEXHBIM M3rMOOM €€ LIeU U elle clep:Kajics, yToObl He
MPUKOCHYTHCA K HEW ry0amu.

OHa B3/IporHyia, Koraa AeMOH MPOBEN M0 €€ TPy TopsYell pyKOr, Marepualiu3ys OKepeibe
13 YEPHBIX OPUIIITUAHTOB.

— Y10 3T0? — BBIJIOXHYJIA OHA, KacasiCh MaJbllaMU MPOXIaTHBIX KAMHE.

— Ilomapok, — OH Bce-TakM HIPHUKOCHYICS T'yO0aMHU K €€ Ilee M C YIOBIETBOPEHUEM
MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €€ cep/lle 3a0Miochk cuibHee. — S He xouy, 4YTOObI B ATy TOBOPUJIU, YTO KHS3b



He OalyeT CBOUX...

OH He IOrOBOPWMJI, TaK KaK pa3Jajcs 3HAKOMBIN TOJIOC:

— To1 nonro Oynenb NpATaTh OT MEHS CBOIO CITYTHUILY?

JIrou MmaxHys1 eMy pyKoOW M3 CBOErO ImaTpa, 1 AcMojieil mosei TaHio K HEMY.

— O7T0... 0H? — mpomenTtana TaHs, U JEMOH TOYYBCTBOBaJI, KAK OHAa HEMPOU3BOJIBHO CXKaJla
€ro PYKYy.

— On cambii. He Ooiics, Jlronr He muTaeTcsl OpoOKalMMHU, CMEPTHBIMU >KCHIMHAMH. —
HACMENUIMBO OTBETHJI IEMOH, HO TO, YTO OHA BIEMUIACh B HETO — TOBOPHJIO O MHOTOM.
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S 1uta, ¥ MOM HOTH MPOTHUBHO JIpOKaIH OT cTpaxa. Celyac s yBUXKY caMmoro JbsiBosia! B Mok
rOJIOBY Hayajia 3aKpajibIBaThbCs yXKACHAS MBICIIb, YTO s MONaJia B AYPAOM, a BCE 3TO — CJIEICTBUE
MoOeU OyITHOITOMEIIAHHOM TICUXUKH.

OH Bocceaal Ha 30JI0TOM TPOHE M ObUT HACTOJIBKO MPEKPACEH, YTO Oclerlisil. [ nasa, sipue yem
caMoe cuHee He0O, CMOTPEIN CIIOKOWHO U 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO.

— Kak 30ByT T€0s1, cMEpTHasI? — MSTKO CIIPOCHJI OH, B3MaXHYB JJIMHHBIMU PECHUIIAMU.

— Tarpsana... — npocumnena s, ¥ MOe CEpALE CKAIOCh MO B3IIAIAMHU JIEMOHOB U JIEMOHMUII,
OKpYKaBIIMX €ro. Ha MeHs cMOTpenu, KTO C HHTEPECOM, a KTO C IPE3PEHUEM, MOCIIeAHEE OObIIe
Kacajaoch )KEHCKOU MOJOBUHBI 3TOTO OOIIECTRA.

— CoracHo JiereH/jie, pUMCKUM TipaBUTeNlb PomMyn npuriacui cabuHsH Ha Mpa3AHUK B YECTh
oora Konca, — menoanuHbiM roiocoM ckaszan Jlrouudep. — Bo Bpemsi KOToporo, o €ro CUrHaity
ObLTM TOXWINEHBl CAaOUHCKUE JKCHIMHBI, a UX MYXYUH MOporHaiu BouHbL. Tut Taruit cobpain
BOIICKO, aTrakoBaJ u, Onaronaps npenarenbcTBy Tapreu, 3axarun Kanutonuiickuit xonm. OgHako
CaOMHCKHE KEHIIMHBI, YK€ B3SIThle pUMJISIHAMU B KEHBI, yroBopusid Tuta u PoMyna npuMupuThCs.
YcnoBueM nepemMupus ctajia JOrOBOP O COBMECTHOM npaBiieHuu PumoM... Tut Tatuit Obu1 eme TeM
ko3JioM! ThI 3HaeIIb, YTO TBOE UMSI TPOU3OIILIO OT €r0?

— Her... — s npokanuisuace, MpOroHsis €Keu U3 ropJa.

— Tebe 310 U He HYXHO, — 3acMesuicsa Jlronudep, odHaxas psax OETOCHEKHBIX 3yOOB. —
Tebe HpaBuTcs y Hac?

— 4 eme He ocmotpenack. Ho, BO3MOXHO, KOIIa-TO s CKaXy, 4TO B Ay HE TaK yX H
IJI0XO. .. — MOMbITa’ack NomyTuTs g U Jlrouudep 3acmesuics. [lonckas koro-To ma3zamMu B TOJIIIE,
OH KPUKHYII:

— ACTapoT, NoJONAN K HaM, TYT KTO-TO >KaXJET BCTpeUHr ¢ TOOOH !

S mouyBcTBOBasIa, Kak ACMOJIEH CxKaJjl MOIO PYKY, U UyTh HE 3aCTOHaJIa OT 00Jau. Mou manbIibl
JIEPHYJINCH, M OH Ocla0bui XxBaTKy. Hamm nagoHu ObLUTH MOKPBIMU.

AcTtapoT mo3zaopoBainca ¢ AcMoOIeeM, HO s YyBCTBOBaja HaNpsHKEHHE MEXIAYy HUMH. UTo
MIPOUCXOUT?

— Iloiinem co MHOI, — OH MPOTSAHYI PYKY B OKHUJAHUU MOMX nayblieB. — S yromty Tebs
BUHOM.

— Omna He niozieT ¢ To0oi! — THx0 3apbran Acmosei. — Moxelllb He TAHYTh K HEl CBOU
PYyKH.

— Momu! — ronoc Jlromudepa mpos3Bydan mpemocteperarorie. S He MOHWMANa, 4TO 3a
HaMpsHKEHUE BUTAET B BO3AyXE, HO MOYOaBUTH MBI AcMoIes Jkerana 6e3yMHO.

OH HEXOTs OTMYCTUII MOIO PYKY, U s BJIOKMJIA €€ B IPOTSIHYTYIO JaJoHb Actapota. Bot Tebe!
3a 10, yTo Ha3Baa MeHs CUMOHOI!

JIEMOH B KpacHOW, KOXXaHOM MAacKe II0BEJ MEHS K CTojaM. S OTYEeTIMBO Clblllaja



HEJOBOJIBHBIE NEPEIICIIThIBAHUS APYTHX AEMOHOB. CKOpee BCEro, 1 UM HE HPaBUJIACh, U BIIOJHE
IMOHUMAJa, ITIOYEMY. ..

Mpbl npubIM3UIUCh K BBICOKMM TEMHBIM TIpaduHaMm, U AcCTapoT Haimwi B OOKajabl BHHO,
IIOX0KEE HA KPOBb.

— Tl mpeKkpacHO BHIIAIUIL B 3TOM INIaThe. — €T0 TOJIOC, JIACKAIONM IOKPHIBAIOM
OITYCTHJICS Ha MO OOHa)KCHHBIC TIJICYH.
— Cnacu00... — s mpuryousia BUHO U OKHHYJIa €r0 OLICHUBAIOIMM B3IIAI0M. J[eMOH ObuI

KpacHB, HO MEPE]l MOUMH [Ia3aMu CTOsUIO Julo Acmones. S omranenacs, BBIMCKABAsA €r0 B TOJINE
MAacOK W, HaKOHell, 3aMeTiwia. OH CTOsUI C NIMKAPHON CTPOWHOW JNEMOHMIIEH, B IIATHE, MMOXOKEM
Ha pBIOKIO yentyto. OHa Tak MO-X03sIMCKH THaauia ero mo pyke. ..

— Ilporynsemcs? — maza Actapota ynei0anuch. — 31ech ecTh cal... [IpaBna, Bce 1IBETHI B
HEM SIIOBUTHI.
— Kak u 00BIIMHCTBO HAXOMSIIMXCS 37€Ch, — OypKHYIIa s M IMOIIUIa PSIIOM C HUM, TTO3BOJISS

B3SITh €05 32 PYKY.

Cang Obul BOMCTMHY BelukoyieeH. OTpOMHBICE 4YEpHbIE UM KpacHbIE OpPXUJEU CBHUCAIU
BJIQKHBIMH TOJIOBKAMH C KaXJIOTO KYCTa, a Oy/ITO KUBBIC JIMAHBI, COKUMAJIU CBOU OyTOHBI, TOXOXKHUE
HA KPACHBIE TOJIOAHBIE PThL. Y MEHS HEMHOIO 3aKPYKHUJIACh T'OJIOBA — TYCTOW, TSDKENBIA 3amax
LIBETOB OJlypPMaHHUBAJI CO3HAHUE.

— Tans... — AcrapoT mnpomenTtaar MOE€ WM, CIOBHO JackKas €ro si3blIkoMm. — Tbl
NpeIHa3Ha4YeHa ISl MEHS.

A crapanachk cOKycHUpOBaTh Ha HEM B3IJIAJl, HO MEpPE] INIa3aMHU IUIbLT TyMaH.

— Het, — st MOTHYJ1a r0JIOBOM, MBITAsICh COpOCUTH TypMaH. — He Hajo...

— HI-mr-mr.... S xouy 100UTh T€Os, KaK Thl TOTO 3aCTy>KUBACIIb. .. — OH HAaJBUTAJICS HA MEHS
Kak JJaBUHA, OT KOTOPOIl HEBO3MOKHO ObLIO YO€kaTh. — S 3HAaIO TBOIO LIEHHOCTb. ..

— OTIyCTH MEHS... — 3aJbpIXasiCh, MOMpPOCHUA s, 00SCh MOTEPATh CO3HAHUE OT YAYIIAIOIIETO
apoMara U TSDKEJIOW BJaru ropsiaero Bo3ayxa.

— Her... — moumbie pyku ActapoTa o0XBarmiv Moo Tajauto. [IpumnogHsB MeHs, OH cel Ha
MpaMOpHYIO CKaMblo, ycaauB JHUIIOM K cebe. Uem Ommke OH HAKJIOHSJICSA, TeM OOJblIe s
OTKJIOHSUIACh OT HETO, IOKa OH HE HABUC HAJI0 MHOW. Ero Mo noa Mackoi, OTCBEYHUBAIO 30JI0TOM
B O0TOJIECKaX KOCTpOB. Meikue OpWJIJIMAaHThI HA Macke, KaK Karlid, MepesuBaIuCh HaJl PE3KUMU
OUEpPTAHUSIMU €T0 )KECTOKUX U MPEKPACHBIX I'YO.
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I'octionu, Het! S He xouy! He xouy!

— Otnyctu MeHs! — npouenrtaia s, HO MHE II0Ka3ajloch 3TO KpUKOM. ['ojoBa rymena ot
CTPaHHBIX 3aI1aX0B U TYCTOT0, CIAJKOr0 BUHA. MHE Ka3aJl0Cch — €IIe HEMHOI'O M MEHS CTOIIHHT.

— Ot10 HeuecTHO, AcTu, — royoc Jlonudepa mnpo3Byyads HEMHOIO TIPYCTHO, HEMHOIO
HacMenunBo. — Mcnoinb3yi ToNbKO ceds, a He JypMaH MOEro caja.

ACTapoT ¢ CHJIOM CXajl MOM PYKH M BCTAJ, @ S B OYEPEIHOU pa3 MOAyMasld, YTO MOSBATCS
CUHSIKH.

CunbHBIN MOPBIB BETPa BBIBETPUII U3 MOEH TOJIOBBI AYpMaH, U Sl YK€ TPE3BO MOCMOTpeEia Ha
JIroundepa, KOTOPHIN TaK HEOKUJAHHO MOSABUIICS, YTOOBI CLIACTU MEHSL.

— 51 GostblIie HE TO3BOJIIO €MY UTPaTh HEYECTHO, — YJIBIOHYIICS OH U MPEIOAKUIT MHE PYKY.

— Urpars? — s uyTh HE ynania, 3allyTaBIIMCh B JUIMHHOM luiede, CKOBaBIllEeM MOU HOTH U
nepedopoB CTpax, BCE )K€ CXBATUIIACH 32 ATY UBSIIHYIO PYKY.

— Thl momana B ajx JETKa, W 3a TBOKO IOCTENb CPa)KarOTCA JIBOE CAMBIX MOTYHIECTBEHHBIX
nemoHoB Ana. Ho BbIOOp TOnbKO 3a TOOOM. S mpocnexy 3a 3TuM... JlaBHO B Ay He ObUIC
J000BHBIX TPEYTOJIbBHUKOB. — OTBETUJI OH, 3araJJo4Ho yiabl0asick. — MHOrga ux Hy’)KHO CTaBUTh Ha
MeCTO, H0O 3TH YEpPTOBBI JIPYy3bsl HE 3HAOT Mepbl. Hu B ueMm.

Jlrorudep HAKJIOHUIICS W pacHpaBui IUieid y MOMX HOT, CJErka MmpooOekaB MajbllaMH 0
JIOBDKKAM.

— ByJlb OCTOpOKHA, OHU TAKHE HEYIPABJISEMBIE. . .

OH BBIIPAMUIICS U, TOUTPBIBasi OOKAJIOM, HCUe3 B SIIOBUTHIX 3aPOCIISX.

Ho crounio MHe moAHsATh m1a3a, Kak g yBujena Acmozes. Ero amno ObUio TEMHBIM OT SIpOCTH
Y Ha HEM, HEOOBIYAITHO SIPKO, CBETUJIMCh KPACHBIE II1a3a.

— Tenepp Mos1 ouepenb, — MPOXPUIIET OH, U ACTapoOT, MOAKATUB IJla3a, OTOIIEN OT MEHs,
IIyTJIMBO MOKAa3bIBasi HA OCBOOOIMBILEECS MECTO.

— Tonpko s ewe He 3akoHumI, Apyr. M He npourpan. 3anomHu. He cnemm mpa3aHOBarh
nooey.

HeoxuganHo, OH CXBaTUJI MEHS 3a IICI0 U OCTaBUJI Ha MOMX I'y0ax >KECTKHUH IMOLIeNTyi, CIIOBHO
npureyarsiBas kieiiMo. Tenepb, B HEM SIBCTBEHHO ObLI BUAECH TOT, KEM OH W SIBJISUICS 1O CYyTH —
KECTOKHUU JIEMOH, JKaXXyILMH IIPOTUBOCTOSHUS.

Actapot ymen, a ACMoJel TPO3HO HABUC HAJI0 MHOW, MO3BOJISISL TTOYYBCTBOBAaTh MOIb €r0
0O0JIBIIOrO TENA.

— XKenumnua! — yrposxkaromie npoumren oH. — [logaumMu rinazal

S crosuta, MOTYNUBUIMCh, U UCKPEHHE HE MOHUMAaia, 4YTO M KOMY s JoJbkHA. Okazarbesl B
TaKOM MEeCTe, MEXIY TOMUHAHTHBIMU MY)KUKaMU — HCIBITAaHUE €IlIe TO, TEM 0oJiee /ISl MEHS.

— IlocmoTpu Ha MeHsI! — PSABKHYJ OH, pa3fpakasichb OT MOET0 MOJYaHUs. — S mpHUKa3bIBaro
Tebe!

— Uto?! — TOXE psABKHYNA s, MOIHAB B3MIAJ M YK€ HE MYrasch €ro KpacHbIX Ija3. —
Hackonbpko 51 moHHMaro, BHIOOp 3a MHOW? B BamieM COpeBHOBaHMH, 51 U CYIbsl U MPHU3, BEJb TAK?
3HauuT, xKau!

OH cxBaTui MEHS 3a TajuI0 W MPHXaAT K CBOEMY TBEPAOMY MYKCKOMY TEiy, MPOKHUTas
SPOCTHBIM B3IJISIIOM, M MHE Ha CEKYH]1y IT0Ka3aJ10Ch, UYTO OH ceiluac MpuObET MEHSI.

— MHe kakeTcst UM Thl cTajia 0ojee pa3roBOPUMBOM? — B €ro rojioce 3a3BeHena CTalb. —



He cTouT aymarh, 94TO Tl IMECIIh HaJ KEM-TO BJIACTh, MHAaYe TeOs IIOCTUTHET pa3odapoBaHUe.

S mocMoTpena BBEpX, B €r0 CTpaIlHbIe, MEPIAIONME I1a3a M JKECTKOE JINIIO BOMHA W HHYETO
HE MoIia ¢ co0ol mojenarb, BEb €ro MOIIHOE TBEPAOE TEI0 00eIaio CyMacHIe Iyl CTPacTh,
MOXOXKYI0 Ha KoHel cBeTa. OH OymopaXuja MEHsS HACTOJIBKO, YTO BO MHE pa3ropajics I0xKap
HEHCTOBOM CHIIBI, IPO3s CXKeYb BCE Ha CBOEM ITYTH. ..

k ock ok

AcMofieit KOCHYJICS €€ COYHBIX T'y0, eias CTEpPeTh ¢ HHUX ciiell ACTapoTa, ¥ MOYYBCTBOBAI,
KaK OHa 3aJiporkajia, MPUHUMAs ero si3biKk. O HET...ero HAIOPHUCTBIA M XUTPBIA APYr, HUYETO HE
MOJIYYHUT 37€Ch. DTO €ro A00k4a, ero TpodeH. ..

— Tebe Hagoenmn TBOM aJCKHE WTOpHBIE AoMa, AcMonei? — TATY4Hi, KEHCKUU TOJ0C
Ka3aJICs HE MEHEE SZIOBUTHIM, UeM JIypMaH B 3TOM caay. — Miu urpsl co cMEpTHBIMHU Kyna OoJiee
WHTEPECHBI?

JleBylllka OTHpSHYIa OT HETrO TaK Pe3K0, YTO €My NPHUIUIOCh yAep)KaTh €€, YTOObl OHA He
ynana. Obu3zar!

— A 3HaeTr 1M OHAa, YTO B MPUCTYIIE APOCTH, Thl MOXKEIIb CJIOMAaTh €€ TOHKYIO IICIH0 OJIHUM
naneiieM? Mo o ToM, 4TO 3Ta ApOCTh HEKOHTpoJmpyema? XoTd... M3BuHu, noporou... Urpyiike o
MpaBuiiaX 3HaTh HE 00S3aTENIbHO... — 3aBOPAKUBAIOIIEE MypUYaHUE 3TON JTEMOHUYECKOW KOIIKH,
OTPaBWJIO MOMEHT, B KOTOPOM TIpeObIBal ACMOIEH M OH CHOBAa MOYYBCTBOBAJ HapacTAIOIIYIO
APOCTb.

— S He moMHI0, 4TOOBI 3Ban TeOs, OOu3ar, — rojoc JeMoHa ObLI MOXOXXK HAa MEJJICHHYIO
HCTICTIEIISIONIYIO JIABY.

— Tbl HUKOTIA HE 30BEIIL MEHs, MOW KHS3b, S caMa MPUXOXKY, KOTJa YyBCTBYIO, UTO TeOeE
HY)KHO pPaccliabuThCs... — OHA MOJOIUIAa HACTOJBKO OJIU3KO, YTO OH IOYYBCTBOBAJ TSTY4Ul
apomar ee ayxoB. Kak eMy ymaBanoch HE 3aJbIXaTbCsl pPaHbILE, BIbIXas 3TOT 3amax — CMECh
BYJIKAHUYECKOTO TEIJIa, KPACHOM JIaBaHJbl U OTHEHHOTO IMMOHA, PACTYILErO0 Ha OCTHIBIIEH JIaBE.
AJckas cMech.

— 1 He Hyxknaroch B TBouX ycayrax. [Ipous ¢ noporu. Ilovigem, — oH B3s1 TaHIO 3a pyKy W
MOBOJIOK M3 cajia, He 0Opallas BHUMaHUS Ha TOJHBIC HEHABUCTH Tia3a AeMoHHMIIbL. KTo oHa Takas,
4TOOBI 3BT HA HETO XOTh KaKUe-TO IpaBa?

AcMojiell 3anpbITHY/I Ha JIOIMAJAh W, TOAXBATUB JEBYIIKY, ycaaus Brepenu ceds. Konb
HETEPIETUBO 3apKall, epedupasi KOMbITaMu, U JEMOH YCIIOKAWBAIOIIE MOXJIONA €ro M0 TEIIOMY
OOKYy.

— Tue, Tuie. ..

— Kro ona? — Tans cumena ¢ HampsOKEHHOM CIIMHOM, CIOBHO OOSICh MPUXKATHCSA K HEMY U
IIOYYBCTBOBATh €T0 AP U 3TA AEPEBIHHAS CIIMHA, HEUMOBEPHO pa3zpakaia ero.

— He nymaro, 4to 3TO UMEET 3HaUY€HUE, — JEMOH TPOHYJI MOBO/AbS, U KOHb MOMYAJCA IO
noTpeckanieiics 3emiie. He yaepkaBumch, JAEBYIIKa BCE-TaKW ylaja Ha HEro, U OH CXaJl €€ B
KPEIMKOM KOJIbII€ CBOUX PYK, CIICPKUBAS TTOBOIbSI.

— Cuau CMUPHO, €CIIM HE XOYEIllb CBAIMTHCS O] KOTIBITA.

Ona 3amepiia, HO ACMOJIEHl Tak SIBCTBEHHO YyBCTBOBAJI €€ MATKUE M3THObI T€Ia, MPUKATHIE K
ero Oenpam, 4TO CHUJIETh CMUPHO MPUXOIUIIOCH eMy. BCio mopory oHa B3jbIxana, OIIyIIas, Kak
HanpsDKEHHE B €ro IITaHaX HapacTaeT, U MUCIYTraHHO B3JparvBajia OT MaJeHIIero IBHKEHHS €Tro
PYK.

— Takas nmu ThI 00s37MBasi Ha caMOM Jene? — yCMeXHYICs ACMOIeH W Mprkaa ee ellle
CWJIbHEE, CXOII C yMa OT JIUKOTO *ejlaHus. OHa NeMCTBUTENBHO CTPAHHO JAEHCTBOBAJIA HA HETO, U



OCTaBaJOCh JIUIIb JOTAJbIBATHCA O MPUYUHAX CTOJIb CUJIBHOW TATH. BO3MOXHO, 3TO OBLIO M3-3a
TOTO, YTO 3a Hee MU0 conepHudecTBo? [la, ckopee Bcero Tak W Obulo. AJpeHaANH, KeJTaHUe
BBIMTPATh Y ACTapOTa, IENalu )KEHIMHY TaKOW MPUTITaTeIbHOM.

VYke Ha MOJIMyTH K 3aMKy, IEMOH HEMHOIO NpHUAEpkKajl KOHS, M OH IMOIIEe MEJIEHHOU
MOCTYIbIO, TTO3BOJISS JIFOOOBATHCS MEN3aKeM, OKPYKABIIMM UX. DTO ObLUIO caMOe KpacHBOE MECTO B
Anly — Jnuub 371ech COOpaIMCh BCE HEMHOTOUMCIICHHBIC I[BETHI, MPOU3PACTAIONME Ha OCHBIX,
ropsurx nouBax. ACMoJIel 3aMEeTHJI, KaK JIEBYIIKA U3YMJICHHO axHYJa U YIbIOHYIICS.

— Xoyelb OCTAHOBUTHCSA?

— Jla, eciu 3TO BO3MOKHO, — KMBO OTKJIMKHYJIACh OHA, U JEMOH OCTaHOBHUJI KOHS.

— Kakas kpacora... — npomenTaina TaHs, Kacasch roJIOBOK I[IBETOB, KOHUHNKAMH MAJIBLEB. —
Kakvie HeOObIUHBIE IBETHI. ..

— BoT 3T0 — KpacHas naBaHia, — ACMOJEN COpBaj COIBETUE U IMOTEP MEKTY JTATOHIMHU. —
VY Hee oueHb Teprkui apomat. UyBcTByelb?

JIeByIlIKa CKJIOHHWJIA TOJIOBY HaJl Er0 pyKaMH U, BIOXHYB apOMaT, KUBHYJA!

— Jla...HO OH HEMHOTI'O OTJIMYAETCS OT 3araxa OObIYHOM JaBaH/Ibl.

— ComnacHo neresje, JaBaHaa MOSBAJIACh HA 3eMile, Korna bor cocnan Ha 3eMini0 Anama u
EBy. — ckazan Acmoneit. — UToObI mosie3HbIe TpaBbl 00Jeryany ux >Ku3Hb. JlaBanmga ycnaxmana
UX Iy cBouM apomaroM. OnHaxabl, EBa mope3ana nanen, u KpoBb nomnajna Ha BeTok. OHa axe
HE 3aMETHUJIa ATOr0, HO BE3AECyllMil 3MHUH, YKpasl 3TOT LIBETOK M mpuHec ctoaa. KpacHas naBanaa
— 3TO KpOBb EBBI.

— A 3T0T 11BeTOK? — TaHs CKIIOHWJIACh HAJl TIBIIHBIM (piiokcoM. — 10 xe diiokc. Jla?

— Jla, HO HE COBCEM OOBIYHBIN, — TEPIETUBO 00BAICHWI ACMOJIEH, MOJTydasi YIOBOJIBCTBUE OT
npocToro oOieHus. BHyTpu Hero ObUI0 CrOKOWHO U Xopoto. — [lo nerenne, Oaucceit U MOPSIKH,
CIyCKasACh B IMOA3EMHOE LAPCTBO AMJa, AEpKAJIA MEpLAoUMe (Pakesbl, KOTOPblE OCBEHIATN UM
nyrb. Korma oHu BbIOpaIMCH U3 MoA3eMenbs, TO Opocunu (akenbl Ha 3emito. OHU TPOpOCIU U
MPEBPATWIINCH B IIBETHI (hJIOKCa B MaMsITh 0 cMenioM Onuccee. TobKO HE3aMETHO CIIEIOBABIIMHN 32
OnucceeM Oor J00BH DpOT, TallHBIM aHTeN-XpaHUTENb JIETEHJApHOIO Teposi, HE PacCTajcs CO
cBouM ¢akenoM. Y TOMJIEHHBIA NallbHEH JOoporoi, poT 3aapemalt Ha Oepery pydns. B 3To Bpems
HuM(pa mnoxuTuia ¢akea M TOoracujia €ro B BOAaX HCTOYHUKA, KOTOPHIA TYT JKE€ 3aKHIIEI,
3aCBETUJICSA U 00pes BOJIIEOHBIN 1ap UCLENSTh OONBHBIX U HEMOIIHBIX.

B 510 Bpemsi, BO3Jie HICTOYHUKA MPOTYJIMBAJICS IEMOH U, YBUJIEB I[BETOK, JICKABIIMI Ha Oepery,
NOIHSAJI €r0 M MpPHUHEC CoAa. DTU (DIOKCHL, MPOU3POCIN UMEHHO M3 (akera IDpoTa U HUMEIOT
YIUBUTEIBHYIO CUITY JAPUTh JTI0O0BHOE HACTAXKJICHHE.

TaHs 3a4apoBaHHO CIyIIAlia €ro U ACMOJEH, HE yIEep KaJICs U MOLEI0Bal €€, B IPUOTKPHITHIE,
BJIQ)KHBIE T'yOBI.

— S1 yBepeH, 4To MBI o0oitemMcs u 6e3 ¢iokca... — MPOUIENTAN OH, OTPHIBASICh OT JIEBYIIKH,
KOTOpas pa3omiielia OT €ro MOoIeys U €€ Ia3a ObUIU MOAJEPHYTHI ABIMKON CTpacTH. — XOUelllb, S
nojapro Tebe HeBEpOsITHOE HacHaxaeHue?

Ee B3m1si1 MOMEHTAIBHO CTaJl TPE3BBIM M YETKUM, JEBYIIKA ITOKPACHENA U BBIIOXHYJIA:

— Tol cienuanbHO MpPUBE3 MEHA COJA, YTOOBI COOJIa3HIAThH CBOMMHM cka3zkamu! Jlymaenb, s
MoBeIych Ha HUX?!

— 3n00Hast MbIIIL! — PSIBKHYJA OH W, 3alpBITHYB Ha JIOMAb, HE 1EPEMOHSICH, 3aTalllll €¢
cienoM. — MHe He Hy)XKHO co0a3HsITh Te0st! Thl yke Taelb 0T MOUX TPUKOCHOBEHU !

Ona 3amepna, BBIIPSMUB CIIMHY, U JAEMOH 3aMETHJI, KaKk Ha ee Inee Obercsi rosydoBaras
KuJka. UTo kK, y HETO XBaTUT TEePIICHUsI HE 00palliaTh BHUMaHUS Ha €€ KaJK1e YKYCHI.



Bosne 3amka oH CIpBITHYI € JIOMAAN U aKKYPaTHO CHSUT €€, CJIeTKa Kacasch rpyaei OONbIMMu
nanblaMu pyk. [psiBoJI, Kak OHa HampsbKeHa!

JleBylllka B3METHYJIACh MO JIECTHHIE, CTOWJIO UM TOJBKO BOMTH B aBepu. M Acmonei c
YIBIOKOW HaOMroal, Kak JUIMHHBIN nuieidd ckpbiBaeTcs 32 MpaMOpHbIMU niepuiamu. OHa BeiOepeT
ero. OHa OylAeT KpuU4yaTh B MOCTEJIM €ro UMs TaK TPOMKO, 4TO jaaxe Jlronudep yCHbIIMT €ro B

cBoeM JBopiie!
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S 3abexana B CHAJNBbHIO M, 3aJbIXasCh, MpHKajdach CIMHOW K JBEpPU. ITO HEBO3MOXKHO! S
UCIIBITHIBAJIA TaKUE SPKHE YYBCTBA K ATOMY MYKUMHE, UTO [JIe-TO B IIyOMHE JIylIM CTaHOBUJIOCH
0onbHO. K MyX4uHe, KOTOPBI Ipe3uil 0 APYroi KEeHIIMHE, KOTOPhI UMeN IMKaPHBIX JTIOO0BHHUIL U
UTpaJl CO MHOIO, KaK KOT C MBIIIBIO. .. 37100HAasi MbIIb. .. OTIMYHBIA KOMIUIMMEHT! DTH 4yBCTBa HE
MMEIU MPOAOJIKEHUS, UTO sI OTJIMYHO MOHUMAJa, Be/Ib OTHOIICHUS IEMOHA U OOBIYHOM KEHIIMHBI,
Ka3aJIMCh HOHCEHCOM, YeM-TO a0CYpHBIM U HEBEPOATHBIM. UTO MBI MOIIU Jarh Apyr Apyry? A —
CTpax, U HEJIOBEpUE, a OH — KECTOKOCTh, HETEPIMUMOCTh U arpeccuto. Ho kak xe ciaako ObUIO
MPEACTaBUTh HEUTO OOJIbIlIee, YeM UTPHI B cTpacTh. HeT. HyHO BRIOPOCUTH 3TH MBICIH U3 TOJOBBI,
OHU HH K YEMY XOPOILEMY, HE TPUBEIYT.

BripoBHSIB JbIxaHue, S HANPABHIIACh K 1IKady, 4TOOBI HANTH Kakoe-HUOYIb OJIesIHUE Ha BpEMsI
orapixa. Jlydiee, 4To s ceilyac Momia cjaeiarb — 3To mocnark. HouHast pyOaiika, KOTOpYrO
BbIOpasna, ObUla JIOBOJHLHO OTKPOBEHHOM, HO OCTajbHbIE ObUIH €Ile Xyxe. MOXXHO TMPUKPHITH €€
XaJlaToM, KOTOPBI ObUT HE MEHEE MPO3PauHbIM, HO BCE K€, ITO XOTh KaK-TO CKPOET MOE TEJO OT
KpacHbIX 1a3 AcMozes. bpiio HauBHO ToOJararh, 4To 3TO CAEPKUT €ro, HO TaK sl UYyBCTBOBAJIa CEOs
0oJee 3alMIIEHHOM.

[IpuHsB BaHHY, 5 Y’K€ BOZHaAMEPHUJIACh CMarh, yIOOHO YCTPOUBIIMCH HA MIUPOKON KPOBATH, HO
B CHNAIBHIO BOIEd AcMonel, Hecsl mogHoc ¢ e€10M. OH OKMHYI MEHS HaCMENUIMBBIM B3IIISAIOM,
3aBEPHYTYIO JI0 CaMOro moAOOpo/IKa, B TEIJIOE OACSUIO U CKa3all:

— Tb1 MOXeIIh YMEPETH C TOJIO/Ia M YCIIOKHHUIIL MHE 33/1a4y 110 TBOEMY COOJIa3HEHUI0, — OH
YIIBIOAJICSl, HO B €0 T'0JIOCE 3BYHAIM IIJIOXO CKPBIThIE HOTKH CTPACTH. — A 3TO HE BXOAUT B MOMU
TIJIAHBL.

Kak Ob1 MOl pa3ym He MPOTUBUJIICA €r0 MPUCYTCTBUIO, HO €/]a Ha MOJAHOCE BBIIISI/IENIa OYEHB
anmneTuTHO. Jla u Kemymnok MpOoTHUBHO yp4all, TpeOys nunm. J[elicTBUTETbHO, HE MOTY JK€ 5 COBCEM
HE €CTh? DTO IJYIIO.

— Xopol1o, s MoeM, — CKa3aJja sl X0JIOIHbIM TOHOM M OTBeJa rma3a. OH He TOJKEH BUJIETD,
YTO 51 HEPABHO/IYILIHA K €T0O MPUCYTCTBUIO.

AcMojielt ToCTaBWJI TTOJHOC TMEPEI0 MHOM M yceJics Ha CBOM JKeJIe3HbIM TPOH, HaOJrojas 3a
ropsumMu Koctpamu. [Ipazguuk B Amy mpomoskajics, HO MHE HE ObUIO allb, YTO sl MOKHUHYJIA
ATOT IA0AIl — TSHKEI0€, HEXOPOIIee MECTO, C MPUBKYCOM 3J1a U YAYIIAIOIMM apoOMaToOM sJIOBUTHIX
OPXHUJIEH.

Sl cHavasla HEMHOIrO CTECHSJIaCh €ro MHPUCYTCTBHUS, HO TOJOJ CJE€Najdl CBOE JEN0, U s
MPUHSIACH 3a €1y, IPUKPbIBAs I1a3a OT YIOBOJLCTBHS. Kak ke BKYCHO... IHTepecHO, 3/1eCh €CTh
noBapa? ['ne onu Oepyr eny? S moTsHynace K cepeOpsitHOMY KyOKy — HEMHOTO BHHA TOXE HE
nomenaet! XoTh UyThb-4yTh pacciabUThCs, COPOCUTH OKOBBI 3TOTO KYTKOTO HANPSKEHUSI.

AcMopelt, Moia4a, CMOTpell B OKHO, M MHE ObUla BHUJHA JIMIIh €r0 MYCKYIHCTas pykKa,
JIe’KaBIIasi Ha MOIJIOKOTHUKE. S nake HAa CEKyHAy IMoAyMasa, YTO OH CIUT, HO OTCTaBUB MOIHOC,
YCJIBIIIAJIA €r0 TOJ0C:

— Yro THI ENaNa C HUM B caxy?

— C keM? — mepecrnpocuiia si, IPEeKpacHO MOHUMAsA, YTO OH TOBOPUT O ACTapoTe, HO MHE
XOTEJIOCh BBIMTPATh BPEMsI JIJIsl TOTO, YTOOBI MpUIyMaTh 0TBeT. He XoTenock onmpaBabiBaThCs mMepe
HUM. Kakoe-To MaHHaKalbHOE JKENaHUE, JIENaTh BCE HANEPEKOP, OBJIAJIEBAI0O MHOKO BCE CHUJIBHEMN.



Bo3moxkHO 310 OBUIA 00MIA?

— He 31u MeHsd, ’KeHIIMHA, — €ro ToJIOC ObII CIHOKOHMHBIM, HO BCE K€ B HEM CJIBIIAINCH
yrpoxaronme HoTku. — M He 3acTaBisii TOBTOPSATH BOIPOCHI IBAYKIbL.
— Hwudero. Mb1 Huuero He ycnenu. Ham momeman Jlronudep, — OTBETHIA 5, KeJas eI

0O0JIBIIIE PA303JIUTh €T0, U TYT XK€ 3a]1aBasiCh BOIIPOCOM — 3auem???

— Tebe HpaBuTCcst ACTapoT? — ero rojoc cierka oxpun. — CkakXu MHE BCE BCTAHET Ha CBOM
MECTA.

«A 1ebe HpaButcs CuMoHa!» — XoTella BBIKPUKHYTH 5, HO IOMOJIYaB, CKa3alia:

— OueHb... OH npuBIeKaTebHbIM MyX4nHa. 1 4TO Teneps BCTaHET HA cBOM Mecta? OTaane
MeHs eMy? AX, Hy Ja... S xe urpymka! HuutoxxecTBo, mepesl coBepiieHHbIMU cylecTBamu! Bent
Tak?

Kene3Hblil TPOH C TPOXOTOM YIAJl HA MOJ U KAMHHU B CTE€HAX MCHYraHHO 3acTOHaJIH. "...A
3HAET JIM OHA, YTO B MPUCTYIE SIPOCTH Thl MOXEIIb CJIOMAaTh €€ TOHKYIO IICK0 OIHHUM nanbuem?"
HacMenuuBelii roioc IEMOHHUIIBI MPO3BYYal Y MEHS B yIIax, U S IpPUKaIach K CIUHKE KPOBATH.
UYro s nenaro? 3aueM BCE ATU UTPHI C CYIH00I?

A 1o xyru Oostach MY>KYMHY, KOTOPOTO MHE XOTEJIOCh TONMPOOOBarh ¢ TOrO MOMEHTA, KOT/Ia
OH BIIEpBbIE TOIEJIOBa MeHs. Hukorga s MCHbITBHIBaja MOMOOHBIX YYBCTB M COBEPIIECHHO HE
IIOHMMaJa, 4TO C HUMHM Jenarb. ACMOAEH yIepcs OJHOW PYKOM B CIUHKY KpOBaru, a JPyrou
CXBaTWJI MEHs 3a Iel0, TpeOOBaTeIbHO HAKJIOHSSA MO0 TOJOBY M OTKpBIBas T'YObI JJIs IMOLIEITYA.
[TomHOC ¢ rpoXOTOM yIal Ha MOJI U MOKATUJIICA, *KaloOHO Jpede3xka. Ero s3pik 00Benn Mou TyObI,
MPOH3as IPKUM HACIAKIECHUEM, U 1 MPUOTKPBLUIA UX, BITYCKAasi €T0 BHYTPb.

— V Te0s CIUIIKOM OCTPBIM S3BIK, — MPOIIENTa] OH MHE B JIMIIO, TIepecTaB I€J0BaTh. —
Mosxet ctouts ero BelpBaTh? Hemasi, Tl Oyzenb KyJaa NpuBJIeKaTeIbHEN.

Sl Mosgana, mAad Ha HEero M IMpoBaJMBAIACH B OMYT €ro KPacHBIX INIa3, KOTOPBIE CMOTPEN Ha
MEHSI C JKYTKOM HEpPEaJbHOCTBIO, IIEPEBOpAUMBas BCE MPEIACTABICHUS O JKU3HHU H €€
NOTYyCTOpOHHEHN cTopoHe. Ho s yxxke Oblia 1moj BJIacThiO 3TUX IV1a3, TAHYIACh K HUM, KaK KPOJIUK,
3aCTBIBILIMY MEPE]T YIaBOM.

A BHHU3Y TOpeJIl KOCTPBI, OKPY)KEHHBIE CHOMOM S>KEJITOBAThIX MCKp M 3amax OJaroBOHUM,
pasJieTanics BMECTE C BETPOM, TOPbKOBAThIA U Oynopakylmii. Becenslii cMex yHOCHIICS K KPOBaBOU
JIyHE, 3arJIsABIBAIONIEH B OKHO, U S YyBCTBOBAJA €€ BIIUSIHUE, PAa3ropasch CTPACTHIO.

OTOpocuB cMyIlleHUE, [ MOMIaauja €ro IUIeYH, IMPOKYI CIHHY, U CXBATHUBIIKCH 3a MOSC
IITAHOB, MOTSHYJIAa UX BHU3. Takoll CMENOCTH s OT ce0s He OXHAAJIa U I1e-TO B NIyOWHE IyIM,
Jake oTpyraiga cedsl 3a Takyl JEp30CTh, HO 3TO YK€ Helb3sl ObUIO OCTaHOBUTH. OIHUM pPE3KUM
IBUKEHUEM, ACMOel TTOIMsUT MEHS TIoJ] ce0sl, U s TOYYBCTBOBAIa €ro TBepAoe Teno cBepxy. OH
MPOCYHYJ OAHY HOTY MEXIy Moux Oenep, W s OE3BOJBHO MMOAYMHUIIACH, HE COOHMpasCh
CONPOTUBIIATHCS ETO HATIOPY.

S moTepsina KOHTPOJb HaJl COOOK U CBOMM CO3HAaHUEM, MHE XOTEJIOCh OOJIbIIIE, U sl IPHXKanach
K HEMY TaK CHJIbHO, KaK MOIJIA, BIIEYATHIBASICh B HETO U eJjas ero Bce Oosblle. MHe Ka3aliock, 4To
HaIlM TeJa JEMWI OJUH CKYJIBITOP, UACATBHO MOATOHSIS KOXKAYIO BBITYKIOCTb U KaXKIbIi U3THO.

— Kak TbI cenana 370 CO MHOM, KEHIMHA? — 3apblyajl OH, 3apPbIBASCH JIMIIOM MEXKIY MOUX
TpyAeH 1 Omaisisi )KapoM CBOETO JbIXaHus. ETo pyku CKOJIB3HYIIM MO HOYHYIO pyOaIky U 3aJipaiu
ee, MepernoHsAs MEHs YyBCTBaMHU OT MPUKOCHOBEHHUS K €ro KoKe€ OOHa)KEHHBIM XHUBOTOM. OH
YIIUPAJICS B MEHS CBOEH TIJIOTHIO, U 51 HE XOTEJIa OCTaHABIMBATH €r0 TPEOOBATEIBbHYIO MOIIIb.

— Thb1 xouens MeHsA? — €ro rojoc MPO3BYYall JKaJHO M TPeOOBATENbHO, OTYETO MO MHE
npoOekanyu Mypalikv yIOBOJIbCTBUS U BO30yxkJeHus. Ho BHe3amHo, IpOphIBasiCh CKBO3b MPSIHOE,



TEpIIKOE HACHaXACHUE, TPOPBATIACh MBICIb!

«MHe HY)KHO OCTaHOBUTHCS. Sl HEe UrpyiKa. MHEe Hy)KHO OCTaHOBUTHCS !»

— OrtBeyvail, xeHumHa! Thl Xouelb MEHA? — TbITal OH MEHS W €ro HO3JIpU TpPEeneTallH,
MOKPBIThIE OMCEepUHKaMu MoTa. Hamm KUBOTHI TEPIKCH APYT O JIPYyra, U €ro Bo30yX IEHHas MI0Th
CTAHOBUJIACh Bce Ooubllle M Bce HacTounBeil. Ecnu Obl g 4yyTh CIBUHYJIA HOTY B CTOPOHY, OH ObI
CKOJIB3HYNI B MEHs1 0e3 mpoOjeM, U ¢ Moell ropAoctbio Obuto Obl mokoHueHo. Het. S He cnenaro
3TOTO.

— Ckaxu: 1 xouy Te0s, Acmonel, — MpuKaszail JEMOH, HE OCTaBJsAsd NONBITKA NPUHYAUTH
MEHS.

S Monuana, mpUKpBIB Ta3a, OopsAch ¢ coboil m O6e3yMHO >kenas oTaarbes emy. «llycth oH
C/IeJIaeT, HAaKOHELl, ’TO CO MHOM !» — Kpuyaso Moe TeJlo, HO pa3yM Bce ke ObUT CUJIbHEE.

— IlocMOTpH Ha MEHS M CKa)XH 3TO, — B 3TOT Pa3 €ro roJIoC MPO3BYYall YTPOXKAIOIIE.

A monuana, HaXosACh Ha TpaHu KanuTylsuuu. Eciu 661 AcMozielt He ocTaBuIl CBOM Harop, s
Obl BEIKMHYJIA O€JIbI (pyiar U TOpU OHO BCE OTHEM, HO OH PE3KO BCKOUMJI C KPOBATH, OE3yImpeyHO
KpacuBbId M OOHAXXEHHBIM, KaKk ApeBHUN Oor. I, ouapoBaHHas CMOTpeJa Ha €ro TKEIO
B3/IBIMAIOILYIOCS TPY/lb, HA HAIPSHKEHHBIN )KMBOT U MJIENA, PACTEKAACh JIUIIKON JTYKULIEH.

JleMOH cTalmi IITaHbl, BUCSIIME Ha OeApax, MBBIPHYI MX HA TIOJI M HAMPABHICS K JBEPSIM,
OCBEIAEMBbI CBETOM (haKeJIoB.

— Tb1 1 eMy He cKaXkelllb ATUX CIIOB, s TeOe o0elar, — MpopbYal OH, HE 000paYNBasCh, U
BBIILIE.

OnvHOKHUI CKBO3HSIK METHYJNCA 10 KoMHare. @akensl nmoraciu. S octanack oflHa B TEMHOTE U
B IIOCTEJIHU. A TEJIO HBUIO OT HEYTOJICHHOTO JKEJIaHUSI.

OOHOBJIEHHE KHUTH, KaXbli I€Hb, B 6:00 M0 MOCKOBCKOMY BPEMEHHU.
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— Momu! Moau! — romnoc Jlrouudepa nmpo3Bydan kak rpoM cpeau sicHoro Heba. — ToI uTo,
CITHIIIb, YEPTOB IEMOH ?

— Yro camyuusiock, Jlron? — Acmonei cmycTHIICS BHU3, AK€ HE YIOCYXKHUBIIMCH OIETHCS.
EMy He xoTenoch HUKOTO BUJIETh, naxe Jlronudpepa. — Tbl Kpuunilb Tak, OyITO Ha HAC Hamajlu
aHrensbl!

— 0O-0! A T1ebs ymonso, Monu, HaneHb Ha cebds yTo-HUOyas! — Jlronudep oTBepHYICS U
nponokui: — B BocToduHOM Jiecy, SApa-Ma, paHuii HeCKOIbKUX AEMOHOB. Hy»HO 4T0-TO Aenarh
C OTUM, WJIW 3THU TMPOXKOPJWBBIE TBAPU HAUHYT JIe3Th K 3aMkaM. OHU TepeOpannch OIMXKe K
HMCTOYHUKY, HaXOQAUIEMYCsS BO3J€ YIIEAbid M HAMaJaloT Ha mpoe3xaroumx mumo. CoBceM
oxpeHenu!

— S oTnpaBmntock Tyna U pazdepych ¢ 3TUM, — ACMOJIEH copBall ¢ OKHA IITOPY U 0OMOTAJ €10
oenpa. — OaHax bl OHU HaNaJId U HAa MEHs. Mep3Kue TBapH...

— 1 xoTh W x03iMH AJla U BCEX CYIIECTB, OOUTAIONMX B HEM, HO ATO YK€ CTAHOBUTCS
YTOMUTENbHBIM! — pa3gpa)keHHO BOCKJIMKHYN JIrol, Xmypsi cBoM uIeanbHble OpoBu. — Ecin
co0aKka CTaHOBUTCS OCIIEHON M KyCaeT CBOETO XO3IMHA, €€ HY)KHO YHUUTOKHUTb.

— IlosHOCTBIO cornaceH, — KUBHYJI ACMOJEN U MOUHTEpPECOBAICA: — ACTapOT 3HAET?

— ActapoT ocraetrcs 31ech. XOomAT ciayxu, uro CsaTod Muxausn coOupaeT CBO€ BOMCKO,
yTOoObl HanmacTh Ha Hac. OH Oymer cMoTpeTh 3a rpanuiamu Ana, — Jlouudep noHumaroie
B3MJIIHYJI HA JeMOHa. — bowunibcs, 4To OH ycrneeT co0iaa3HUTh TBOO cMepTHYI0? Ho TBost moe3nka
HE 3aiIMET MHOTO BPEMEHU, IyMal0, Thl YCIEECIIb BOBPEMSI.

AcMoziell HaluJI BUHA B cepeOpsiHble KyOKM W CXKaJl CBOM Tak, YTO MOOEJEIN KOCTSIIKU
nanpleB. Ha ero xamMeHHOM JIMIIE HMYEro HE OTpaXkajloCh, HO €ro SpocTh BbIIaBall OJIECK B
KpPACHBIX TJ1a3ax.

— IlycTp cobma3HsieT, BO3BMOKHO, OH TOHPABUTCA €i O0JIbIlie, — MPOPhIYal JEMOH, U OTHUM
TJIOTKOM OCYIIMIT KyOOK. — S He coOMparoch MeIaTh UM.

— Hy uro %k, Toraa cobupaiicsi, — Jlrouundep BHUMaATEILHO HAOIIONAT 32 HUM U T10 €T0 JIUILY
npooeraiu TeHU. — Thl TOYHO B TTOPSAKE?

— bosee yeM, — oH B30€3KaJI 11O JIECTHUILIE U CKPBUICA B TEMHBIX KOpHUI0pax.

Jlron MenneHHO AOmuJ BHHO, 3aAyMYMBO DA B OKHO, U B €ro CEpALE 3allCBEIUIOCH
HENPUSITHOE YyBCTBO — OH MPEAYYBCTBOBAJ HEMIPUSATHOCTH.

— JXeHumHBI ele HUKOTO HE JOBOAMIIA 10 J00pa!l — BOCKIMKHYI OH, PE3KHUM JABHKECHHUEM
youpas BoJIockI co j16a. — W B 3TOT pas, He OyaeT mo-apyromy!
% ok Xk

AcMozel He criema exaj BIoJsib mpoBaia Beunbix Myk. Ero rpynp pa3pbiBajio YTO-TO MYTaroIie
YepHOe, APOCTHO MPOOMBAsCH Yepe3 IpyldHylo KieTKy. HezHakomoe 4yBCTBO HE AAaBalO JEMOHY
MOKOSI M 3TO pa3[pakajo €ro — 3a4eM OH BOOOIlEe MpuTalmil ee crofga? 3adyeM MOoCTylacs
Actopara, moBeJjicsi Ha ero coOnazHuTeNbHbIe peun? EMy BIoiHE XBarajao aJCKUX JIFOOOBHUII, U
’KW3Hb BIIOJIHE YCTPaWBaja, HO HET XKe...

[Iycth ocTaercss ¢ ActapoTroM W U30aBUT €ro OT cBoero mnpucyrctBus! JleBymka Buepa
OTUETJIMBO Jaja TMOHAThb, YTO OH €W HpaBUTCA... Tak ToMy H ObITb. OH U30aBUTCA OT ITOMU
npoOneMbl 1 3a0yaeT ee. Ho kak 661 AcMogeil He yroBapuBai cels, JKeJlaHUEe UMETh ATY KEHIUHY



TEP3aJI0 €T0 HEBEPOSTHO.

Bnepeau moka3zancs BcagHUK, OBICTPO MPHUOIMIKAIONMNICS K HEMY U B HeM, AcMoel y3Hal
Acrapora.

— 3apaBcTBYl npyr, — JIEMOH TMOIbeXaldl K HEMY HAaCTOJIbKO OJIM3KO, YTO HMX HOTHU
COINPUKOCHYJIUCH, & B3IJISIIbI CXJIECTHYJINCH U MEPETIEIUCH KaK JBa XJIECTKUX KHYTA.

— 3apaBCcTBYH, — ACMOAEH CKaJI MOBOABS, W JIOIIAJHA 3aKPYKWJIHCh HAa MOTPECKABIIEHCS
3eMJIe, MOTasi TOJIOBAMHU B KOKAHBIX HATOJIOBBSIX.

— VYezxkaeuw? — ActapoT yablOHYICA U no0aBwi: — Ho Thl MOXeElb HE MEpPEKUBaTh, 5
no3adouych 0 TaHe B TBO€ OTCYTCTBUE. MHE 3TO OyeT NPUATHO, U HAJICIOCh €U TOXKE.

— S He coBeTyrO TeOe MpUOIMKATLCA K He, — ACMOJIeH eje cAep KuBaJl THEB, IOHUMAas, 9TO
Kak Obl OH HE yroBapupaj ceOs, 4TO eMy BCE PaBHO — JKEHIIMHY OH HE ToTOB Obul oTaark. Hu
ceiiuac, HU B OyaymieMm. — W g1a — 310 yrposa.

— ThI BITaCIIBCS OTPAHUYUTE MOE OOIIIEHHE C HEH? — ACTapoT HaJMEHHO BBITHYIT OpOBb, U

B €ro miazax MpOMEJIbKHYJA 3JIOCTh. — Y TeOs HUYEro He BBIMJET. A MOXET, Thl OOUIILCS?
[Tpr3Haiics B 3TOM U TOTJA BCE CTAHET MOHATHBIM.

— MmHe Heuero 0ositbest. I ThI 3TO MpeKpacHO 3Haellb, — MOYTU BBIIUTIOHYT AcMopeil. —
Apyr.

— Toraa net Hukakux mpoodiem. OcBobonu mHe mecto. [loka Thl Oyfenis BoeBath ¢ Spa-Ma,
s TIOBOIOIO C JKEHIIMHOM, — ACTapOT XUIIHO YIBIOHYJICS U TpoMypiibikail: — He 3anepikuBaiics.

HatsiHyB MOBOIbsA, OH MOCKAaKall Mpo4b, a ACMOJEN TPOMKO BBIPYTraJiCsl EMY BCIE.

% %k ok

S BUzjena B OKHO, Kak JIEMOH MOKHHYII 3aMOK M HampaBWJICA K OTHEHHOMY TOpU30HTY. Ero
IPO3HBIE JIaThl TYCKJO CBEpPKAJIM IMOJ KpOBAaBOM JIyHOW, cnuHa Obula OpsMOM, a IUIeYn —
pacrpaBieHHbIMA. MHE Ka3ajloCh, YTO YYBCTBOBAJIa €r0 HAIpsDHKEHHE, U Oypro, TEP3arollylo €ro.
Kyna on ornpaBunca? [louemy Hudero He ckazan? B Bepb nmocTy4anu, U 4epe3 CEKYHy B KOMHATY
3aMNITHYJI0 MYXKCKO€ JIMIIO C BBICOKO MOAHSTBIMH OpOBAMH, KOTOpble (HOpMOI HamOMHUHAIA
TPEYIOJIbHUK.

— Ero CusrenbcTBO nepenanu, yTo OyayT yepe3 HecKoJibko qHel. [lena y Hero. Moxer, Hajio
4ero? — CIPOCHII MY)KYMHA U TIO/KaJI TOHKHE, TPE3PUTETLHO U30THYTHIE TYOBI.

— 1 nporosnonanach, — ckazaja s 3TomMy "yIMBIEHHOMY' HE3HAKOMILy, cooOpaxas, Kyaa MOr
OTIPABUTHCA ACMOJIEH.

— Yepes nmonyaca npuHECYT, — HEAOBOJIBHO OyPKHYJ OH, U3 YEro s pelmniia, YTO BOCTOPIa OT
OOITIIeHNsT CO MHOM OH HE€ HUCTBIThIBaeT. [loxoxke, 3To ObUT cilyra, HO MEHSI OH TOYHO HE CUMTAI 32
PaBHYIO, U CTApaJICs AaKe HE CMOTPETh B MOKO CTOPOHY.

— Kyna ornpaBuics Acmonein? — pemmiiach s 3aaTh MydarOUMii MEHs Bompoc. — Bel
3HaeTe?

— Bo-niepBeix, HE (paMuiIbIpHUYA, cMepTHas, oH misa Te0s — Ero CusitenbctBo! A Bo-
BTOPBIX — 3TO T€OS HE KacaeTcs!! — MYKUMHaA CKPBUICS 3a JIBEPHIO, a s BOZMYIICHHO MOrpo3uia
€My KYyJIaKOM, 4ero OH, KOHEUHO, HE yBUe. Kakoil HempusTHbINA TUIl!

S nocrana u3 mkada onHy U3 OEITOCHEKHBIX TYHUK JE€MOHA U MEPE] TEM, KaK HAaTAHYTh €€ Ha
ce0s, mMpwxajia K JHIy, BAbIXas NPUATHBIA apomar. OHa OblIa HACTOJIBKO OOJBINON, YTO
MOJTHOCTBIO CKpBhIJIa KOJICHH, a pyKaBa MPHUIIIIOCH 3aKaTUTh, YTOOBI He ObITH ToX0oxkel Ha [Isepo. Ho
HHUYETO JAPYTOro s ONEBaTh HE XOTEJA, U, YIOTHO YCTPOUBILIKMCH HA €TO KEJIE3HOM TPOHE, IPUHSIACH
CMOTPETh B OKHO, JIFOOYACh TOpSIIIMMU KOCTpaMH. ACMOIENH CKOPO BEPHETCS U BO3MOXKHO, €ro
OTHOILIIEHHE KO MHE HU3MEHUTCS. OT 3TOW MBICIM MHE CTAJIO0 XOpPOIIO, HO MOTOM, BHYTPEHHUH



roysioc, mpenarenbcku 3amentail: «M uro? Kakwe TBom panpHeinme aeuctBusa? I[lo3Bonuib
MOJIb30BaTHCSI COOOM, MMOKa eMy He HaZ0eCT?»

[IpokpyuriBasi B r0OJIOBE 3TH COBCEM HE PaIyKHbBIE MBICIH, S HE 3aMETHUJa, Kak 3aapemMaina. 1
€CTECTBEHHO, B MOMX CHax cpa3y K€ MNOSBUIICSI ACMOIEH: OH pasmIsAblBAl MEHA KAKIYIIMM
B3IJISIZIOM, U €70 KpacHuBbIe T'yObl, mienTain Moe umsa. OxyraHHash O6apxaroM, TSATydero rosoca, s
MOYYBCTBOBaJIa €ro OOJIBIIME PYKU HA MOEU TPyId U KaK TOJBKO HaNpsHKEHHBIE COCKU OKa3aluCh
MEXy €ro MaJIbIEB, S 3aCTOHAIA OT PE3KOTO HACIAXKIACHUSA. S3bIK IEMOHA 3aCKOJIB3UII IO MOEU
miee. BliaxkHbl, ropsunii, OH 3aCTaBIsUI MEHS JIpOXKaTb W JKAIOOHO MOCTaHbIBATh, MPOCS
0oJBIIETO. ..

— AX, KaK Tbl Topsida, JEBYIIKA... — DIYOOKHH, XPUIUIBIA TOJIOC MPO3BYYasl HACTOJIBKO
peanbHO, YTO g OTKPBUIA IIa3a U € Y>)KacoOM YBHUJIENA pEalIbHbIC, MY)KCKHUE PYKH Ha cBoe rpynu. Ha
MOEH IIiee BCE elle TOpest BIaKHBIM CIiel] OT SI3bIKa, a TeIIble TYObl Kacaauch yxa. — Mosi HekHast
CMEpTHas po3a...

S pe3ko Bctana, cOpackiBasi ¢ ce€0si 9TH HACTOMUYMBBIC PYKU U, BCE €IlIe HAXOSCh MO BIACThIO
BO30OYXKJICHUS U3 CHa, YBUJIeIa ACTapoTa.

— MuHyTy Ha3aja Thl HE ObUIa Tak pe3ka... VI MHe KaxeTrcs, sl CJbIIANI 3ByKH CTPACTU U3
ATOr0 MPEKPACHOTO POTHUKA... — OH IMOJAOIIe] KO MHE W MPUKOCHYICS OOJIBIIIMM MalbleM K
ryoam. — Temneps, s eliie 00JIbIIe Ka Ty TBOETO PACIIOIO0KEHHUS.

['ma3za neMoHa ropenu U ObUIM HEECTECTBEHHO OONBIIMMH, OyITO Y HApKOMaHa, TPUHSBILETO
103y. OH OBICTPHIM ABMKEHUEM CXBATUJI MEHS 3a OeJpa U Mpukal K cede, CTpacTHO BbIJIbIXasi MHE
B JIIIO:

— IIpogoixkuM TO, UTO HAYanu B caxy Jlroma?

— IIpexparu 3T0! — 5 mombITanack BHIPBATHCS U3 €r0 OOBATHI, HO OH OYEHb KPETKO JAepKal
MEHSI, CKOBBIBAs JBUKCHUSL.

Ckonpko OBl S HE OTKJOHSJIACH Ha3al, OH HAKJIOHSJICA 3a MHOW M KOTJla MOHW SITOIHUIIBI
KOCHYJIMCh XOJIOJHOTO KaMH$ MOJOKOHHUKA, €T0 PYKH YIIEPIUCH B HETO, 3aKJIF0Yasi MEHS B KOJIBLIO.
Ero nuio, kpacuBoe KakoW-TO KECTOKOM KpacoToM, MPUONMKAIOCh KO MHE, MPaKTHYECKH
TUITHOTU3UPYS, U 4eM OJIMKe CTAaHOBUJIMCH IJla3a JIEMOHA, TeM OOJIbIle MEHsS Iyrajo TEMHOE 3710,
MJIECKaBIleeCss B WX MIyOWHE. MoW BOJIOCHI Tpeman BETep, a TEJIO HAMOJIOBUHY BHUCEIO Haj
MPONACThIO0, TPO3sl YTAlMTh 3a COOOM BTOPYIO MOKO MOJIOBUHY. HOrM pazbnexanuch B CTOPOHHBI,
MBITASICh YAEPKaTh PaBHOBECHUE, U ACTApOT, OTOPBAB OHY PYKY OT MOJOKOHHUKA, CKOJIb3HYJI MHE
M0/l TYHUKY, MOMIaXXKUBasi BHYTPEHHIOIO CTOPOHY Oenpa. Ero qiuHHBIE Hajblibl MOAOUPATIUCH BCE
ONMKe K TOMY MECTY, HHJKHETO Oesibsi Ha KOTOPOM, JJaBHO YK€ He ObLI0, U s MPOIHUINAIa, BIagas B
MaHUKY:

— XBaTur!

Ho oH 1 He tymMas ocTaHaBIMBATHCA, YIbIOAsCh BOUCTUHY JEMOHUYECKOM YIIBIOKOM.

— He coBetyto TebOe aeprarbcs, MHAY€ MOXKEIIb YMacTh... A s MOTy HE yCHeTh NMOWMarhb
Te0sI, — MOYTH MPOMYPJIBIKAJI OH U CXKaJI MSATKYIO IIOTh TOPSIMUMU MajbllaMHu.

— IIpekparu! — nmoutn mpokpuyana s, BRIPBIBASICh U3 3TOTO IJIEHA, U HE AyMas O TOM, YTO
OJTHO HEBEPHOE JBMKEHHUE — U MOE TEJIO MOJIETUT BHU3. Sl 4yBCTBOBAJIA, KAK ACTApOT YIIUPAECTCS B
HE)KHOE MECTO MEXIy HOINOM M NaxOM M BHJENA, KaK IMOTEMHEIW OT CTPacTH €ro riasa. —
[Ipekpatu! A He xouy!!!

Ero rmasza Bapyr cTanv MouTH YepHbIMU, U 5 MTOHSIIA, YTO OH THEBAETCH.

— MeuTaeum 06 Acmonee?! — mpopbIvall OH, BAABIMBAsACH CBOCH BOCCTaBIIEH MJIOTHIO B MOM
AKUBOT TakK, 4TO, Kas3ajoCh, MpHkKaras K KaMEHHOMY BBICTYNy IMOSICHHUIIA CE€MYac TPECHET OT



HaNpsoKeHUsl. — Xouellb, 4ToObI oH TeOs Tpaxuyn?! Toiapko Thl eMy He Hyx)Ha! OH TepnuT TeOs
TOJIBKO TTIOTOMY, YTO HE CMOT MPUTAIIMTH Cio/la CBOIO 000kaemyto Cumony! AX, ia... — €ro rasa
3JI0BEIIE CBEPKHYIU. — OTOT JIETKMH HMHTEpPEC, BCIBIXHYBIMN K TeOe, OOBSICHSIETCS JHIIIb
COpeBHOBaHMEM Mexk 1y Hamu! Beero numb!

— OTnycTy MeHsi! — BCXJIMITHYIIA s, OCO3HABas, YTO OH TOBOPUT MpaBay. AcMojiel BUies BO
MHE JIMIIb Jkainkoe nogoore CUMOHBL ACTapoT YMEHBIIWII JaBJIE€HUE HA MEHS U, OTCTPAHUBIIUCH,
HIBBIPHYJ B KPECJIO, YIEPIIMChH B MOIJTIOKOTHUKH.

— A 4 npennararo Tebe cBoe BHMMaHuE U 3a00Ty. S momapro Tebe HaciaxAeHUe U BCe, YTO

Tl 3axouelb. Bee. [logymail 00 3TOM XOpOIIEHBKO Ha J0CYre, — MPOIIMIEN OH U, MPEeXAe YeM
3aCTETHYTh IITAHbIL, C COXKAJIEHHEM IMONIAAUI CBOE OpPYAUE, AEMOHCTPUPYS €r0 HEBEPOSATHBIN
pasMmep.

B aBepb cHOBa mocTydanu, U B KOMHAaTe€ BO3HUK MY)KUMHA C YAUBICHHBIMU OpOBSIMHU, B €0
pykax ObUI MOIHOC C eloW W Oyrbuika BUHA. OH, HE IS Ha HAC, MOCTABHJI BCE HA CTOJUK U
BBIIIIE]I, HE TTOJIHUMAs TOJOBbL. B KOMHare ObUIO THXO, JUIb TSDKEIOE JbIXaHue ACTapoTa, U MOU
TUXUE BCXJIUIBIBAHUS HApPYIIAIU ATy THETYIIyI0 TUIIMHY. J[eMOH OTTOJIKHYJICS OT TpOHA W,
CKJIOHUBIIUCH, TPUKOCHYJICS K MOUM Ty0am.

— Jlymaii Xopo1o, Mosi HexHast cMepTHas po3a. Ckopo ACMOEI0 HAJIOECT TBOE MPUCYTCTBUE,
U OH 3aX04eT M30aBUTHCA OT Hero. S, KoHeuHO, 3a0epy TeOsi, HO TOTAa Thl HE MOTYYHIIL TOTO, YTO 5
oOerraro Tede ceityac. .. Jinmpb Moo 310cTh. Cenait mpaBUIbHBIN BHIOOP.

ACTapoT WIarHy1 B OKHO M MCY€3, OCTAaBUB MEHs TpsCyllehcs, OyATO B KOMHATy MpoOpaIuch
JIeJITHBIE TITyTabIla 3UMbBI U CKOJIB3HYJIU 0] TYHUKY.

Mue nyxHO BbIUTh! Cpouno! S kuHynmach Kk OyThUIKE BHHA U, IBBIPHYB B YTOJ IMPOOKY,
MPUHSIACh MUTh IPSIMO U3 TOPJIbIIKA. Teprkas >KUIKOCTh MOJIMJIACH 110 TOPILY, U Sl Cpa3y OIyThJia
JIETKOE TOJIOBOKPYKEHHE, CONPOBOKIAOIIEECS Pe3KkoW TomHOTOW. KoMHara 3aBeprenach Inepen
MOUMHU TJ1a3aMU, U sl pyXHyJia Ha KPOBaTh.
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AcMozeil Jieten K 3aMKy, CIIOBHO Yy KOHSI BBIPOCIM KpbUIbsi U OH mpeBparuica B Ileraca.
[opsiumii BeTep xjiecTan €ro Mo JIMIly, HO JIEMOH HE 3amMeuall ero oOkuraromero aeixaHus. OH
HaJIesUICS, UTO 3a BpEeMs €ro OTCYTCTBUS AcTapoT He coOnazHui TaHro. Bee nBoe cyTok, KOTOpbie
OH mpoBeJ, youpas fIpa-Ma, B €ro rojoBe BO3HMKAJIM KapTUHBI OJHA Y)KACHEE JIPYroi: Kak OoHa
00XBaTHIBAET JIEMOHA CBOMMU HOTaMH, BBITMOAETCSl EMY HABCTPEUY, HJIM TTO3BOJISIET €EMY BTOPTaThCs
B €€ TEeJO €3aJid, a ACTapOT JlacKaeT ee Oejpa, MPUIOAHIThIE K HeMY. UepT! DTO MOXKET CBECTH C
yma! Jlopora kazamach OECKOHEYHOH, CJIOBHO KTO-TO HEBHJUMBIA paCTSITHUBA €€, OTHalss
KEJTAHHYI0 BCTpeuy. ACMOIIed MOT MEPEMECTUTHCS MPSMO B CHAIbHIO, HO HE XOTEJN OCTAaBIATH
KOHS, J1a U TAKOE€ MOSBICHUE MOIIO YHU3UTh €r0 — CJIOBHO OH MAJIBUUILKA, CTOPAEMbIA OT
CTpacTH.

Haxonerr B mapeBe ajCcKOW TBUIM, MOKA3aJuCh CTEHBI 3aMKa, M JIEMOH MPUIIIOPUI KOHS.
CTpaHHO€ YYBCTBO KaKOH-TO HEOOBSICHUMOW TMOTepu, NpecieaoBaio ero. Brpezanocs B
BOCITQJICHHBI MO3T OCTPBIMHU, 3y0OaMH W 3TO ObUIO HE MPEAUYYBCTBHE, @ YBEPEHHOCTh — YTO-TO
MPOU30ILI0. ACMOJEH BCerla YyBCTBOBAJI MPUOIMAKEHUE OMACHOCTH, €ro JEMOHUYECKHUU MO3T
CUTHAJIM3UPOBAJ O HEH, M 3TO TPYIHO OBLIIO UTHOPUPOBAT.

['ne-To m1yboKo, MyIbCUpOBaJIa CTPAIHAS MBICIIb — OH BCTYMHUT B OUTBY ¢ ACTapOTOM, €CITU
TOT MPUYUHUT O0Jb KeHmmHe. M mycTh 3To KapaeTcsi mo 3akoHamM AJla — 3aKOHBI €T0 Ceplia,
BAKHEE BCEX YCIOBHOCTEM.

AcMojielt CIIpBITHY/I ¢ KOHSI M, BOPBABIIMChH B 3aMOK, MOAHS TOJIOBY, CJIOBHO TBITAsCh CKBO3h
TOJIy KaMHsI pa3mIsfeTh CBOKO rocThio. OH B30Ekas IO JIECTHUIIE U, paclaxHyB JBEpb, Cpaszy
MOYYBCTBOBAJI: YTO-TO HE TaK... B KOMHaTe BUTaJ 3amax CMEepTH... ACMOJEH XJIOMHY B JIAJIONIU U
Ha CTEHAaX BCIBIXHYJIU (PaKesbl, pacCenBasi TEMHOTY.

— TaHs? — mo3Baja OH, C OMAacKOW MPUONMKAACh K KPOBATH, HA KOTOPOM rOPOMl BHICUIIUCH
CKOMKaHHBIE ofes1a. — TaHg?

OHa nexana Mox STOW TPYIOM TpsAnbi, U ee OJieHOe JUIO0 OBLUI0 TOX0KE Ha MAacKy
nokoiHuka. Hekorna »XKnBo€ U MOABUYKHOE, OHO MPEBPATUIIOCH B TUIICOBYIDO MAaCKy — TaKYI K€
Oenyto U MepTByr0. AcMoliell CACpHYI C HEE BCE, UYTO CKPBIBAJO ITO HEMOJIBUXKHOE TEJIO, U
pa3bsIpeHHO B3peBed. Teno MAEByIIKM ObUIO OMYTaHO KPACHBIMU JIMHUSIMHU, IOXOXKUMHM Ha
HIynajiblla, OHU Pa30eKAINUCh MO BCEH MOBEPXHOCTH KOXKU U KOE-TAE BBICTYNAJIM KPOBABHIMU
KaIuIsIMHU, OJECTEBIIMMM KakK PYOHMHBI 1OoA cBeToM (akenoB. J[eMOH cxXBaruia €€ 3a IUICUYd U
BCTPSIXHYII, HO OHAa HE oTpearupoBaiia. Ee rosoBa 0€3BOJIBHO yIiajia B CTOPOHY, a U30 pTa BBITEKJIA
CTpyiika KpoBH. ACMOJEN 3acCTbUI, C y)KacoM HaOmrofas, Kak €l MPOIMUTHIBAETCS €ro TYHHKA,
HaJieTasi Ha JICBYIIKY.

— Ortpasnenue, — Ypdyp nomrynan myibc TaHU U UCCenoBal KOXKY, MTOKPBHITYI0O KPOBaBOH
CETKOM, mpoderas Mo Heul nmanbiiaMu. — MHE TSKeJO0 CTaBUTh €l JTUarHo3, s He JIeuy CMEPTHBIX,
HO ATO MOX0XE Ha 5] YePHOU OPXUJICH.

— Cpenaii Bce, utoObl OHa xuja! — Acmones TpsICIO, U OH HE MOHUMAJI, YTO C HUM
npoucxoqut. EMy kazanoch, 4TO €Clu >KEHIMHA YMPET, OH MPOCTO coijer ¢ yma. Eme pas,
B3TJIIHYB Ha €€ 00ECKPOBJIEHHOE, Y3KOE JIMYMKO, IEMOH IpolmiIies: — Bce 4To Thl MOKellb!

— S #e Mory obemarb, — Yp]yp BBIIpSIMHUIICS, U €r0 Oe3r1a30e JHI0 MOBEPHYIOCH K
Acmogero. — CIMIIKoM MHOTO BPEMEHU MPOUUIO0. S MPOHUK B KaXKIYI0 KJIETOYKY OpraHH3Ma.



— He >xenaro 3Toro cuplmarsk! — 3apeBesn ACMOJEH, U €ro JINIO UCKA3WIa 3BEpUHAS SIPOCTbh,
3a KOTOpO#l CKphiBajach OecrnoMomHOCTb. Dakenbl BCHBIXHYIM HACTOJBKO CHIJIBHO, YTO TIOA
MOTOJIKOM oOpa3oBaniach orHeHHas apka. — Jleun ee, Ypdyp! Capmmnn?!

OH cen Ha CBOM TPOH, 3aAyMYHUBO MONINEpPEB MOAOOPOAOK CUIIBHOM PYKOWM, U CMOTpEN Ha
CTapaHMs BpaueBarelisi HEBU MMM B3LIIOM. J[eBylika ciuiikom ciada, 4ToObl OOPOTHCS C SIOM
YepHOU OPXUJIEH, U €€ TEJIO0 MEJIEHHO MOrudaio, NPONUTAHHOE CUJIbHENIIIMM YOUILIeH U3 aJCKuX
pacrenuii. KpacuBblii, HO KOBapHBIM LBETOK, HECYHMU CMEPTbh... OmHAXIBL, TYy4d HACTOJIBKO
3aCTyNUJIM HE0O, YTO COJIHILY HE ObLIIO BUIHO 3eMJIM. Toraa OHO NONBITAIIOCH PA30rHATh UX CBOUMU
Jy4aMH, U Ty4u NPOJUiuch qoxaeM. [locie moxas Ha HeOe mosiBUIIach sIpKasi, CUSIIOIAs pajiyra, u
MHOECTBO 3JIbIX AYXOB CJIETENHUCh Ha 3TOT cBeT. Kaxblil U3 HUX MbITAICS 3aHATh ce0e MECTO Ha
HEW, U paJyra He BbIAEPKaB, PACKOJIONACh HA MaJICHbKUE, PA3HOLBETHBIE OCKOJIKM. OHM ynanu Ha
3eMJII0 M cTalid 1BeTamMu. ONIHUH 3JI0M TyX, B3sJI HECKOJIBKO OCKOJIKOB M MIPUHEC UX B AJl, HO OHU
TYT K€ TMOYEpHENU M MPEBPaTWINCh B TEMHbIC, OapXaTHbIe I[BETHI, SAOBUTHIC, KAK U MECTO, B
KOTOPOM UM OBLIO CYXKJIEHO IIBECTH. ..

CkonpkO Tpouuio BpeMeHH, AcMoAeil He 3Hajl U Koraa Ypdyp oTouen OT KpOBarv, OH
HakoHel npuiien B ce0s. Ero B3MIsiA CKOJB3HYI MO OE€3’)KMU3HEHHO BBITSHYTOMY TENy U CepJle
JEMOHA IPOTHYJIO.

benas koxka Obula moxoka Ha anedacTp, HEECTECTBEHHO KpacHBIE TyObl, HAIMOJHEHHBIC
KPOBBIO, BBIIJIAJIEIN KYTKO Ha 3TOM OJIEJIHOM JIMIle, 1 OHA HAallOMHHaja BaMIIUpa, OTBEIABILETO
YbIO-TO IIOTh.

— AX ThI, ITUYKA MOS. .. — Mpolentail AcMojel u noaHsicsa. — UTo Tl ckaxkenn, Ypdyp?

— Tonpko BpeMsi CKaKeT, — CIOKOMHO OTBETHJ Oe3mia3blii JEMOH, Mpsiua CBOM Iy3bIPHKH B
LIKaTyIKy. — S gan e npoTUBOsiAME U CITYCTHI KpOBb. Terneps HyKHO *)Jaarbk. Ho ects enie onun
cr1oco0, BBIBECTH 5] U3 OPraHu3Ma, TOJBKO. ..

— T'oBopu, — Acmojei ycTaBUJICS Ha HETO HEMHUTAIOIIMM B3TIIAI0M. — YTO 3TO 3a c1moco6?

— JlaTp neByllKe TOTYEHBI KaMeHb JToudruannTa. — OTBETUII BpaueBaTeib. — TOJIBKO ATO
HEBO3MOKHO.

OH noknoHUICA ACMOJEIO U BBILIEI, TUXO LIypIla CBOEH MaHTHEMN.

Kamens monuduanura.../[eMoH npukpbUl mias3a, oulynas MycToTy BHYTpu ceds. Jlronudep
HUKOT/Ja HE JACT €ro.

JlrounduanuT, AparolieHHOCTh — MMEBIIASICS HA 3€MJI€ B €IMHCTBEHHOM 3K3eMIutsipe. M oHa
Haxonuiachk B iepctHe Jlronudepa. Korga bor, mocne yxacHoil OMTBBI C aHTeJIaMU, HU3BEPT €r0 B
An, kamnst KpoBU ¢ paHbl JIto11a, yrana Ha TOPSAYYI0, OT OypJsiieil J1aBbl, TOYBY, U IPEBPATHIIACh, B
YAMBUTEIHLHON KPAacOThl, KaMEHb. Temepb OH ObLI BCETa CO CBOMM XO3SHMHOM, 3aKJIFOUYEHHBIN B
30510T0. Jlaxke mpencTaBUTh ObLIO HEBO3MOXHO, 4TO JIrouu@ep Mo3BOJIUT BOCIOIB30BaThCs UM,
YTOOBI CIIACTHU CMEPTHYIO.

JleMOoH mozmonien K KpoBaru M IPHUCEN PSIAOM C JIEBYIIKOW, B34B €€ 3a pyky. OHa Ka3anach
TAaKOM XPYITKOW, UTO OH HE BEPUJI B €€ BbI3AopoBieHue. KTo mocmen caenars 3T10? KoMy nomemnana
ero ntuuka? Acrtapor? Her, oH He Bepui B 310. CIIMIIIKOM HU3KUH, MEJTKUN MOCTYIIOK — ACTapOT
BOMH U HUKOTJA HE cenan Obl mogoOHoro. TeM Ooliee, JeByIKa HPaBUIACh MY, 3TO ObLIO BUIHO
TaK SIBCTBEHHO... ACMOJIEH HAXMYPHJICS, U €ro BBICOKHI 100 MpoYepTHiia TOPU30OHTATIbHAS TUHUSL.
OH He nmo3BoauT 00MkaTh ee. KTo Obl 3TO HE crenan, JoHKeH OTBETUTh 3a IIPECTYIICHHE.

Ho kak cimyumioch, uTo oHa cTtana HeOe3paznuuHa emy? Korma 3to ciyuunocs? [loduemy ero
cep/ille HauMHaJI0 OMThCS ObICTpee, CTOUIIO €MY TOJBKO MoayMarh 0 Hei? CuMoHa Ka3alach eMy
4eM-TO JIaJIEKUM M 4Yy>KUM, a 3Ta MajieHbKas NTUYKa Oygopaxuia ero Mmbiciu. W ecnu ObITH 10



KOHIIA YECTHBIM — C TOI'O MOMEHTA, KaK OH BIEPBBIC MOIIETOBAN €€, nepenyraB ¢ CUMOHOM.

Ecnu Tonmpko oHa cMoxeT moOOpoTh 57, OH OTAACT ee AcTapoTy. ACTapoT HpaBUTCA €M,
’KEHINMHA J1ajla MOHATh 3TO, U BO3MOXKHO, C HUM OHAa HaMIET TO, YTO HE CMOIJIa OOPECTH B ITOM
3aMKe.

OH nomagui €€ Mo JUIy U aKKYPaTHO TMOJIOXKUJI TOHEHBKYIO PYYKY MOBEPX OAEsIa, OTMEYas,
Kakas He>KHasl KO)Ka Ha XOJIOJHOM 3aIlsCThe.

— Cnu, mos iTryka. .. Bee OyzaeT xoporo.

JleMOH BCcTan W MoIed K JABEPH, JKeJlasi YEMHUTHCS Ha KPBIIE 3aMKa, U BIUTH B ceOsl mapy
OYyTBUIOK BUHA MOJI PABHOYIIHOM, KPACHOM JTYHOM.

— ACMOJIeH. .. — THXHH TOJ0C 3aCTaBUII €T0 Pe3KO 00CpHYThCI. — ACMOJIEH. ..

JleByika Obl1a 6€3 CO3HAHUSI, HO 3Bajia €ro, eje MeBEs aIbIMH, KPOBIHBIMU Tyoamu. JlemoH
CKJIOHWJICS HaJl HEW U npuciymaics. MoxeT, eMy noka3ainoch? Heyxenu oHa 3Bajna ero?

— AcmMmoneit... He yxomu... He yxomm... — cHoOBa pazgayicsi ciaaOblii TOJOCOK, KajJoOHO
MIPOU3ZHOCIUIMHN €TO UMSL.

— Sl He yilgy, — OH pazjescss U NPUJIEr PSI0M, OCTOPOXKHO OOHSB ee. Ceplle BRICKAKUBAJIQ
W3 TPYAH, a JIbIXaHUE COKUMAJIOCh BHYTPH B TYTOM KOMOK. — Temnepsp g He yiiay HUKOT/A.



I'nmaBa 15

Bcio Houb, AcMomeill dYyBCTBOBad cjab0o€ MbIXaHWE JACBYIIKH, KOTOPOE MEPUOTUUYECKU
MPEPHIBAIOCH U MEpeXonuyio B Xpunbl. OHA TO Troperna, TO CTAaHOBUJIACH XOJOAHEE Jibja. S He
MOKHUJIAJ €€ TeJIO U HY)KHO ObUTO Mpu3HaTh — TaHs He moOenuT B 3TON Oophoe.

K yrpy ee cocrossHue cOBCceM VXyIIIMJIOCh W HEKOIJa SIPKO-KpacHbIe TyObI, CTalu
CHUHIOIHBIMU, a TIOJ] TJIa3aMU 3aJIETJIU TYOOKHE TEHU.

Ypdyp nosBuics cpasy, Kak ToJIbK0 ACMOJIEH MOCJIall 32 HUM U OCMOTPEB JIEBYIIKY, CKa3al:

— JKeHumHe yxe HE TOMOYb, Ballle CUATEIBCTBO. MHE )Kajlb, HO € HE MEPEKUTH ITOT ACHbD.

AcmMmoniel KMBHYJ, COXpaHssl CIIOKOWCTBHE, HO KOTAA Bpad BBIIIE], YIApWJI B CTEHY C TAKOU
CHUJION, 4TO IO HEH pa3z0erxanach ceTka TPEIIUH.

OH cKJIOHUIICA HaJ IEBYIIKOM U C %KapoM CKa3al:

— Tw1 Oynenb xuth. S Tebe 3TO 06eIIA.

Uepe3 narHaalarh MUHYT, JEMOH YK€ CKakal MO MbUILHOW JOpOTre W YEPHBIM IJalll, Kak
KPBUIbsl, PA3BEBAJICS 3 €r0 CIIUHOM.

3amok Jlrouudepa, BCTPETUN €ro TSHKEJIOW TUIIMHOM, KOTOpas Lapuia 3/1eCh MOCTOSHHO.
Bricokue CcBOmBI, YCTPEMISUIUCh BBBICH, K TEMHBIM NOTOJKAaM, B KOTOPBIX IEPEIUBAIUCH
JparoleHHbIE KAMHU, TYCTOM POCCHINBIO, YKPAIIAIOUME araToByl0 MOBEPXHOCTh, HO YTOOBI BCE 3TO
paccMOTpeTh, HYXHO OBUIO HEBEpPOSTHO BBIBEpHYTH ToJoOBY. CTeHBI YyKpaiajia JEMHUHA,
n3o0paxasnias OarajibHbIE CIEHBbI, KOe-IJle, BUCETU KApTHUHBI C MpauHbIMU MeH3akamMu ajga u
O€JIOCHEKHbIE, aHTUYHBIE CTATYH, BBITJISIEIH JOBOJIBHO CTPAHHO B 3TOM aHTypaxke.

— CKaXXu TOCMOJMHY, YTO NpUIlea AcMoel! — psIBKHYJI JIEMOH U CIIyTa, CTOSBIIMA ¢ HA3KO
CKJIOHEHHOM T'OJIOBOM, MOMEHTAJIBHO HCYE3.

[Iponuio HECKOJBKO MHUHYT, a €My Ka3alioCh, YTO Lejas BEYHOCTh. J[eMOH HEeTepnennBO
MEpUJI IIaraMu OFPOMHBIN XOJUT, KOTJIa Ha JiecTHUIlE TTokazaics Jlromudep.

— YTo npuBeio Te0a? — OH OBICTPO CITYCTUJICS M HA €r0 JIMIE OTPa3UIIOCh OECIOKOMCTBO. —
O uepr, 1a THI HE B cebe!

— $l Huxornma He mpocuia Teds 0 moMoIM, — ACMOJEH TOCMOTpPEN Ha HETO U3 MO YrPIOMO
CBeJIeHHBIX OpoBeii. — Ho ceifuac oHa MHE HY)XHa.

— 4 cnymaro Tebs1, — Jlromudep BHUMaTENbHO HAOIIOAAN 32 JEMOHOM. — YTO MPOUCXOIHUT,
Mou?

— JKenumHa ymupaer, — DIyXuM roiaocoM ckazain Acmoneil. — Ee oTpaBuiIM sSi10M YepHOU
OpXUJICH.

— [Ja uto ThI... — JIto11 3aayMunBO mpuxai nanen k ryoam. — U1 kto cuenan 3to? Hazaeroct
He AcTapot?

— Her, He nymatro, — cpa3zy ke oTBETHII IeMOH. — CKopee, 5 Jaxke YBEPEH, 4TO 3TO HE OH.

— 51 He Mory Haka3bIBaTh IEMOHOB, 3@ TO, YTO KTO-TO U3 HUX, OTPABUI CMEPTHYIO, — MSTKO
ckazain Jlrouudep. — Tol 3Haeb NpaBuia.

— S mpuien He 3a 3TUM, — MNpouearsa AcMoiel, CKBO3b CxKarble 3yObl. — Thl MOXKeEIIb
CIIaCcTH XeHIMHY. BepHee, mopomok JonudpruaHuTa.

— Her! — JIron pe3ko OTBEpHYICS M OTOLICI K JUIMHHOMY CTOIY, HA KOTOPOM CTOSUI PAJIOM
MOJICBEUHUKOB. — ThI HE MOHMUMaAEIb, YETO TPEOyeIIh!

— 1 oTAMYHO MOHMMAIO, YEro Xo4uy, — YyIepTO MPOU3HEC EeMOH, OypaBsi B3IISAOM CBOETO
rocnoanHa. — Heyxenu g He 3acily’K1i 3a BCE 3TU BEKA, TBOETO YBAKEHUS?



— Ilpuyem 3mech yBakeHue?! — BOCKIMKHYN Jltomudep u ero roayobie Iaza CTaIH €Ile
sapue. — Twl Mot apyr! S yBaxkaro Te0s1, HO 5 HE MOTY JIaTh CBOM KaMeHb, JIJIsl CITACEHUS CMEPTHOI!
A naxxe oOcyxaath 3TO HE Oyy!

— Ilocnymaii... — AcMonel marnya K Hemy, HO JI1oIl BBICTaBUI PyKY B MPEAYIPEXKTAIOIIEM
KECTE:

— OcranoBuch, Moau! Tel caenaemns JINIb Xyxe.

Jlroundep cioxui pyku 3a CIUHON U OBICTPO MOIIE] MPOoYb, OCTABUB ACMOJIES B SIPOCTH OT
IUKOU OE3BICXOJHOCTH.

— UTo X, HAJCIOCh Thl KOIJa-HUOYIb MPOCTHUILL MEHS, — MPOIIENTAI OH U PACTBOPUIICS B
BO3JIyXE.

CokpoBummuita Jlromudepa, Haxomuiach B CcaMOM  BBICOKOM  OamHe 3aMKa |
MaTepeaan30BaBIMCh MO03aau CTpaxa, Acmoieil o0e3IBIXHWI ero, obnagas Oojee MOIIHOM
Marueu, 1Mo MpaBy MOJOKEHUS U MEPBOPOKIASHHOCTH. CTpax MOKAUHYICA U OCEN, OCBOOOXKIas
MIPOXOI.

Konbliio nexano Ha 6apxaTHOM MOAYIIKE, YKpAIIEHHOW pyOMHAMU U IEMOH TTOMOPIIUJICS.

— YTo 32 madoc... — mpolenTtai oH, u omisiHyics. [1o Bcel, J0BOJBHO OOJIBIIION KOMHATE,
pacroiarajiuch CepeOpsHbIE dTaXKEPKU, B KOTOPHIX XpaHWIUCh apTedakTsl Jlrora. HakoneuHuk
cTpenbl apxaHrena Muxawna, JucT U3 JgroOuMoN kHuUrHM camoro Coszmarenss u pora Jlroma, o1
KOTOPBIX OH M30aBWJICS cpa3y ke, Kak cTayl mpaButesneM Ana. ITo ObUla JUIb Majas 4acTh U3
YAUBUTEIBHOTO U BoOJIEOHOTO "X1ama", Ho ACMOJIEI0 HeKoria ObUIO pa3mIsAbIBaTh €ro, U CXBAaTUB
KOJIBIIO, OH U3BJIEK U3 HETO KAMEHb.

JlrounduanuT KpoBaBO MUTHYI, MPEAyNpexkJas O OMAaCHOCTH M JEMOH, OBICTPO MPOBEN
HOTTEM MO €ro Kparo. [lepenuBaromascs npuib, OChINAIACH B MPEAYCMOTPUTEIBHO MOICTABICHHYIO
PYKY, 2 KAMEHb BEPHYJICSI B OIIPaBY.

Korma AcMmomeil BbImeN W3 COKPOBHIHHMIIBL, CTPaX YK€ Ciab0 IEeBENTWJICS W 4YTOOBI HE
pPUCKOBaTh, AEMOH JUIIMI ero namatu. Pano win mo3nHo, Jlrouudep y3HaeT, 4To OH cienal, HO
IIYCTb 3TO CIYYUTCS MO3XKE.

OO6parHo, AcMoziel ckakasl ¢ TaKOW CKOPOCTBIO, YTO CYXOM BETEp MOJIOCOBAN €r0 JIUIIO, CHIIIS
ropsiYMM TECKOM B IJla3a, HO OH HE 3aMmedasl 3TOro, HaJesCh JIMIIb 00 OJHOM — 4YTOO JEBYIIKA
ObLIa JKHBA.

OHa yxe NpakTUYECKHd HE JIpIIaja, TEJIO €€ OKAaMEHEJIO, a YepPThl 3a0CTPUIUCH, CACIAB €€
MOXOKEH Ha MOKOMHMUKA. ACMOJIEH TPUOTKPBLI €11 pOT U BChINal B HETO MOPOIIOK JOIU(PUaHUTa,
KOTOPBII TYT K€ OCEJI Ha €€ A3bIKE CEPEOPUCTHIM HAJIETOM.

— 4 cnemnan Bce, 4TO MOT... — MPOILENTAN OH, Al €€ BIaXXHbIC BOJIOCHL. — Temnepb TBOsA
ouepeapb. bopuck, MOsI ITHYKA.

* * *4 Obuta B TeMHOTE. B xapkoii, cTpamHoil TeMHOTe. BOKpyr MeHs NMpOHOCHJINCH TEHH,
mernya Kakue-To CTpaHHbIe Bell. MHe XOTeNoch Iiakark... M 6oib... boib cBomuiia MeHs ¢ yma.
Bce Teno cioBHO MpoH3ald COTHU UTOJIOK, KOTOPBIE TPOOUPATMCH K MO3TY M BIIMBAJIUCH B HETO,
noBoas MeHst 0 O0e3ymus. [loToM MHeE CTajlo XOJIONHO, U 3TU WTOJIKM MPEBPATUIIUCH B OCTPHIC
JBJUHKHA. 3aMOPaXKUBasi KPOBb, OHM MYAJIMCh MOJ] KOXKEW CO CKOPOCThIO aBToMOOMIs. JIuib korma
ropsiyasi pyka Kacajgach MOUX MalblleB, JbAUHKH HauMHAIM TasTh. Eciu OBl TONBKO 3TO OBLT
Acmogeit... OH ciac ObI MEHS OT 3TOTO KYTKOT0 XosoAa. O0s3aTeIbHO crac.

Ero xpacHble m1a3a npeactaiu nepeiao MHOM, U s MOTSHYIach K HEMY, Kak OyATO H3JajeKa
CblIa €ro roJjioc:- Tenmepp g HE yWIy HUKOLIA...blnarociioBeHHOE TEIUIO OKYTallo MEHS, U S
nepecTaiga JApoXxarb, BKUMasICh CUJIBHEE B 3TO CHACHUTEIbHOE yIOBOJbCTBUE. UMbl Jien u 60Jb



MOKHAIAIN MEHS. . .

B TymMaHHBIX HPOMEXKYTKaxX BO3BPAIIAOLICTOCS CO3HAHUS, S YyBCTBOBAaJa, KaK MOE TEIIO
MOJHUMAIOT M HECYT, a MOTOM OINYCKAaIOT B TEIUIYIO BOAY, B KOTOPOW s Ka3zajlach ceOe JIeTKOM,
MPAKTUYECKH HEBECOMOW. JIaCKOBBIE PYKH OCTOPOKHO CKOJIB3AT IO MHE, CMbIBas HEMPHUSATHOE
YyBCTBO XOJIOAA M CTpaxa, 3aBOPAYMBAIOT B MSTKOE IOJOTEHIIE M CHOBAa HECYT B KpoBaTb. MHe
XOTEJOCh CKa3arb YTO-TO, Y3HATh, KTO € 3TOT JIACKOBBIM CHACUTENIb, HO U30 PTA BBIPHIBAIOCH
JIUIIb J)KAJIOOHOE MBIYAaHUE, TIOCIIE YETO 5 CIbIIaia TUXUN CMEX.

S oTkphuia maza U 3aMmepiia, DA Ha AcMmofies, KOTOpBIM NprkuMall MeHsl K cebe. Mos
rOJIOBa Jie)Kasia Ha ero OWIlerice, a BOJIOCKHI 3aKPYTHIIMCH 32 OCTAIBHYIO YacTh PYKH, TPUBSI3aB MEHS
K HEMY TaK KPENKO, YTO CTOMJIO MHE IOIIEBEIUTHCHA, KAK KOXKY Ha TOJIOBE HENMPHUSITHO CTSIHYIO.
Hora nemona nexana Ha Moux Oemapax, a cBOOOAHAs pyka oOXBaTbiBaja >KMBOT M 4YacTh TPYIH,
MPYKUMas K TBEPIOMY CHIIBHOMY Tey. Sl Hadasia BCIOMUHATh, 4TO Ipou3onuio. Kak oH okasancs
B IIOCTENU PSAJAOM CO MHOM, abcomoTHO ronbiii?! Urtak... Ilocne yxoma ActapoTa si BbITUjIa BUHO
U... TIOTepsia co3HaHue. Sl BCIIOMHMIIA, KaK 3aKpPYyXKWUJIACh T'OJIOBA, KaK OCTpasi 0O0Jib MPOH3UIIA
BHYTPEHHOCTH, KaK s 3a0paiach MoJi 0€s10, MbITAsICh COTPEThCHL. . .

— Kak TbI ce0s uyBcTByelb? S mogHsIIa ia3a U BCTPETUIIACH C B3MISIIOM €0 KPacHBIX IJ1as.
On Obur BenmukoJienieH. YyTh COHHBIM M BIOJHE 3€MHOM, HE CUHMTas, KOHEUYHO, KPACHBIX IJas3.
JleMOH clierka 3apoc TEMHO-PbDKEBATOM, MOYTH METHOW IeTHHOW. Ero mojHbple TyOBI clerka
YIIBIOANIMCH, HO HE HAJIMEHHO U 3J10, a TEIIO U OTKpbITO. — bonee-mMeHee... A yTo mpouszonuio? —
1 4YyBCTBOBaJla ceOsl HEJIOBKO, YTO HE MEIAJ0 MHE TMOoJy4arhb YIOBOJbCTBHE OT €ro
npukocHoBeHni. — Tebst orpaBunu. M s cobuparock pazobparbesi ¢ 3TUM, — AcCMOIEH Pe3Ko
BCTQJI, U S BCKPUKHYJIA, KOTJa OH MOTSHYI 3a COOOM MOM BOJIOCHI, HAKPYYEHHBIE HA €r0 PYKY.
JleMoH 3amMmep, a MOTOM pacCMesICs, pacKpydnBas npsiau. — Thl ommyTaia MEHS.

Hanmm nuna ObUtn Tak OJU3KO, YTO 51 YyBCTBOBAJA €ro JbIxaHue. S 3akmMypuiiach, 4ToObl HE

BUJIETh 3TUX MOJHBIX I'y0. boxe, kak ke Thl xopom! — Tbl ronogHa? — s MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK
JIeTKO CKpuMHYlIa KpoBaTh. M cpa3y ke BOKpYr mMeHs oOpa3oBaiach myctora. — HemHoro, — s
OTKpBLJIa I71a3a U CHOBa MX 3aKphlia. — Tkl rofbiii! — KoHedHo, a kak OblI MO-IpyroMy si corpen
TeOs? — yauBuiics Acmoneit. — Thl Tpsiciach, Kak OCHHOBBIA JUCT. — Cmacu6o... — Jla He 3a
4To.

A npuoTkpbuia onuMH ma3. Acmozaeil yneiOancs. — S ckaxy, 4TOObl TOMEHSUIM MOCTENb U
IIPUHECIIN €y, — JE€MOH ObUI YK€ OAET U CTOsUT BO3Jie ABepeil. — ThI 3aiiielp ee? — Ciupocuiia
s, YyBCTBYsI, UTO MEXJY HAMH 4YTO-TO U3MEHWJIOCh. — OO0s3arensHo. OH BbIlIEN, a 5 yhnajia Ha

MOJYIIKY U, BIIOXHYB €r0 3aIax, 3aXMXuKaja Kak Jaypa.
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* *_ Kto mpuHOCcHN neBymike exy?! — AcMopeit HaBUC BCEH MOIIBIO CBOETO Teja, Hall XyIbIM
JEMOHOM C yIioBaTbiIMu OpoBsiMu. — OtBeuaii, ['pamon! — S, - TOT UCHyraHHO MTATUJICA OT
AcMozesi, KOTOpbId HacTymnall Ha Hero. — Ho g He moHumaro... Uto Bac Tak pazoznuino??? — Kak
B €€ OKaszajci s 4YEepHOU opxuaeu?! — B3peBeN JEMOH M 3aMOK comporyicsa. CBepxy
MOCHINAIUCh MEJIKUE KaMEUIKW W TbUIb, OCeAasl Ha IJIeYaxX W BOJIOCAaX ropopsumx. — Yr1o??? —
ma3za ['pamoHa pacumpuinck oT yxxaca. — Ho atoro He moxeT ObITh! — Thl cOMHEBaelbCs B
crocoOHOCTsIX Ypdypa, onpeaensaTs saapl?! OH U3eunsl COTHHU BBICIIMX JJEMOHOB! — CHOBA B3pEBEN
Acmonien, 1 ynapoMm Kyllaka, MPOJIOMUJT KPEMKUM JEPEBSIHHBIA CTON. — MM BO3MOXKHO s, TOXOK
Ha nypaka?! — S... Her... Uto Bbl... — 3anenetan ['pamoHn, ero masza 3a0erajivi, 1 OH BIPYT
3aBommt: — llpuxomuna rocnoka OOuzar! Ilpunecna BuHO 1ist rocThu! S OoJibllie HUYEro He
3Haro!!!

— Ax Te1! — AcMofiel 3apbhdall U yaapuil KyJlakoM B KAMEHHYIO KJIAJIKY, IPSAMO HaJ TOJIOBOU
I'pamoHa, KOTOpBIA B yXace IpUCEd U HPUKpbUICA pykaMu. — [loyeMy K IeByllIKe HUKTO HeE
3aX0IUJI MOCe MOETo oTbhe3aa?! Eciu Bbl TaK OTHOCUTECH K CBOMM OOS3aHHOCTSAM, MHE MPUIETCS
n30aButhes ot Bac! OT Bcex! — S gyman... S He 3Ha10... — JeMOH 1o uMeHu ['pamMoH, BbITISAEN
KAJIKO, KOpYach OT cTrpaxa nepen Acmoneem. — lIpocture mens, rocnonun! A ymomsaro Bac! —
Bce sicHo, — Acmoneit ycTaBuiCs TpO3HBIM B3IIsAI0M Ha OemHoro I'pamoHa, W mpommmnens: —
Bnpenp, BCio ey, KOTOPYIO BBl HOCUTE TOCThE, MpoOylTe camu. Eciu ¢ Helt 4TO-TO CIIyduTcs... —
A nonsn!! Bame CusiTenbCTBO, 1 BCE NOHSII! — CiIyra momMyasics Mpoyb, paaysach, YTO HAKa3aHUs HE
MOCJIeIOBAI0, BEJlb OH MOT JIMIIMTHCS TOJOBBI M3-3a ATOM cMepTHOM! ['ie 3TO BUIaHO, YTOOBI
JEMOH TaK MPECMBIKAJICS Tepes yeaoBekoM! YMy HenocTuxumo! — S Halerch, — MNpoIenTal
eMy Bcied AcMoe, MpoBokasi YOMWCTBEHHBIM B3IISOM. JI€eMOHY XOT€I0Ch KPOBAaBOM pacIipaBbl
U €ro pa3yMm, OOBATHIN MJIIAMEHEM MECTH, HE BOCIIPUHUMAJ HUYETO, YTO MOIJIO OCTaHOBUTH ero. Hu
3aKOHBI AJla, HU €T0 MPaBUIIA.

Ene cnepxuBas sipoctb, AcMOIEH MOKHWHYI CBOM 3aMOK, HAalPaBIsACh B JIOJMHY 3MEU, TIE
Haxomuiicss 3amMok OOwusar. Ilpoknsaras raguna! PeBHocTh cBomut ee ¢ yma! OH JOMKeH
npeaynpeanTh €€, 4TO €ClIM OHA, elle pa3 NPUOIU3UTCS K KEHIIMHE, OJIMKe 4eM Ha JeCsTh METPOB,
TO TIOJYYHUT CroJiHa U gaxe Jlronudep OyaeT He B criiaXx TOMOYb €i.

JIeMOH BOpBAJICS B €€ JIOM M 3apeBell, paciyrusas ciyr:- Beiiau ko MHe! Hemennenno! —
[Touemy TbI KpU4Hllb, MO KHs3b? — OOM3aT MOSIBUIACH M03aau AcCMOjEs, MO-KOIAubK IIyps
r1a3a, CTpax B KOTOPBIX ObLI CIIPATaH OYEHb IITYOOKO, MOYTH Ha caMoM AHe. OHa MOTSHYIACh K €ro
njedam, HO IEMOH OKazaJyicsi ObICTpee, CXBAaTUB €€ 3a 3amsiacThe. — KTo pazpeman Tede mosBIsThCs
B 3aMK€, B MO€ OTCYTCTBUE?! — MpOLMNEN OH €{ B JIUIO, IPOH3as, MOYTH alblMU [NIa3aMu. —
OTtBeuaii! — S Bcero nuilb, MpUHECTA OYTHUIKY XOPOIIETO BUHA TBOEH TOCThE, — MPOMYpJIbIKaia
JeMOHHUIIa, 00JIM3bIBasi KpacHble TyObl. — Pa3Be 3T0 3amperieHo?

— Xopolee BUHO, C SiIOM YEPHOW OpXUAEU? — BKPAJAUMBO MOUHTEpPEcoBajicia AcCMOIEH,
CIABJINBasi BCE€ CHJIbHEE TOHKOE 3aMsACThe. — YAUBUTEIBHO MWJIBIA MPE3EHT, HE HAXOAUIIb? —
Ona Bcero numb cMmeptHas! — mpoumnena OOuzar, nepecTtaB KpUBISATBCA U CMOPIIMIACH OT
6omm. — YUTto THI Tak HOcHUIbCA ¢ Hel?! Kycok Msca u HeCKoJIbKO JTUTPOB KpoBu! — S 3amperiaro
TeOe mpuoMImKarbes K Hell! — AcMoel OTIIBBIPHY/I IEMOHHITY OT CeOsl M CKaszaj, yAep>KUBas ee
B3TJIsA1: — ThI MeHs 3Haemnb, Oou3ar. S yHHUTOXKY TEOSI.

OH momien K BBIXOAY, a OHA, OCTalach JieKaTh Ha TOJY, MCXOIAS HEHABHUCTHIO U 3J10001,



noxuparonmx ee. Kak xe celdac el XOTeJOCh CBEPHYTH ILICI0 ATOW MPOKIATOW JEBKE, a TEJO
ckunyTh B [IpoBan Beunbix Myk. Takum, Acmones, O0u3ar He BHjAeNIa HUKOTJa — SIPOCTh IMIPOCTO
KJIOKOTaJia B HEM, YTO HABEBAJIO HA MOAO3PUTEIbHBIE MBICIIH.

* * *Korma s BbIIIUIa U3 BAaHHOM, MOHOC C €JI0M y)Ke »KJajdl MEHs Ha cTojiuke. S ¢ omackoi
o0o111a ero HeCKOJIbKO pa3, MOMHSI CBOM HEYJauHbIA SKCIIEPUMEHT C BAHOM. MeHs oTpaBuiin. JTO,
KOHeuHO, myrajgo. O4yeHb. KTo MOr MeHsl HaCTOJIbKO HEHABUETh, YTOOHI Jkenarh cMepTu? XoTs...
D10 An U, CKOpee BCEero, ero oOUTarenasiM HE HYXHbI OCOObIe NMPUYHUHBI, YTOOBl YHHUYTOXHUTh
yenoBeka. OcraBarbes 3/1ech ObUIO HEOe30macHo. S coOupanack MOroBOpuTh 00 3ToM ¢ AcMoJieeM,
TeM 0OoJjiee, 4TO BHUMaHHE ACTapOTa CTAHOBWJIOCH BCE HACTOWUYMBEE. ODTH WUIPbl MHE HE
HpaBwinCch. — [loueMy ThI He enb?

S B3porHyna OT HEOKUTAHHOCTH, KOT/Ia B OKHE MOKa3ajicsi ACMOJIEN, MEIJIEHHO MOJIHUMASICh
B Bo3ayxe. B ero pyke Oblia 3axara TEMHO-KpacHasi po3a, ¢ BIaXHBIMHU OT POCHI, Jenectkamu. OH
MarHyll B KOMHAary, W TMOJOIIe] KO MHE TakK OJIM3KO, YTO HAIM KOJEHH CONPUKOCHYIHUCH.
[IpexpacHbiii, OapxaTHBIA I[BETOK Ojaroyxajql MeEXJIy HaMu, HEOOBIYHBIM, CHUJIIBHBIM apOMaroM,
CKBO3b KOTOPBII MpoOUBaJics 3amax ACMOoJes: MPSHbII 1 HEMHOTO TOPbKOBAThIN. — DTO MHE? — s
NOTSHYIACh K HEMY, U BIOXHYIIA YydeCcHbI apomar. — OHa moxoxa Ha Te0si, — MSTKO CKa3al OH,
¥ MO€ cepIle HeHCTOBO 3a0UIIOCh, B TPEABKYILICHUH YeT0-TO HeoObvaitHoro. — Jla? U uem xe? —
s MOJHSJIa HA HA HETO [N1a3a, U CTYILEBAJIaCh KapKOro B3IIAAA, KOTOPBIM KPACHOPEYMBO FTOBOPHII O
cTpacTH, Oyilyroleid B ero JeMoHuYecko KpoBu. UTo Tam roBopus — kpuuai! — Tel TOXE,
TaM...Takas, Kak 3Ta po3a, OapxarHas M HEXHas... — OH IOYTU PbIYaJ, TPOH3asi MEHsS CBOMMH
KpPacCHBIMU TJ1a3aMH.

— I'ne? — cHavana He moHsIA 5, & MOTOM CTajJ0 MO3AHO... ACMOAEH CKOJIB3HYN HajbllaMu
MO/ XaJIaT M TPUKOCHYICA KO MHE, 3aCTaBissd CIABICHHO axHYTh OT OCTPOTO HACHaXICHUA,
MIPOH3UBLIETO TEJIO, TAK HEOKUIAHHO U CIAJIKO. — bl HE MOXKEIIIb 3HATh, KAK S BBITJBDKY TaM... —
MpoIiernTana s, Tak SIBCTBEHHO OIIyLIasi €ro Majibllbl, CKOJb3SIIME MEJJIEHHO U YyBCTBEHHO. — S
OoOMBIBaJI TBOE TEJO, KOTMa Thl ObUla 0€3 CO3HAaHWsA... — IIEMHYI OH MHE Ha yX0, U €ro 3yO#l,
JIETOHBKO CKalau MOUYKY. — U BIOJTHE MOT paCCMOTPETH BCE TBOU... M-M-M... UyJIECHbIC MECTA.

— O HeT! — s BCIIBIXHYIIA, a OH JIUIIb TUXO paccMmescs. — Tebe HeYero CTeCHSIThCA, MHE BCE
noHpasmiocb. — -0-0! — Bce, YTO MoIIa BOCKJIUKHYTH s, €€ JepkKach Ha MOATHMOAIOIMXCS
HoraxX. AcMojiel JIOBKO KHHYJI P03y, M OHa yrnaja cTeOJieM B CTakaH C BOJOM, CJIeJIaB HECKOJIBKO
KpPYroB IO XpycTajdbHOMY 0001Ky. Ero ryObl NpUKOCHYIHMCH K MOUM TydaMm, U s pacrasia,
Jackaemas €ro SI3bIKOM M TalibllaMH, 0e3yMHO xefasi 0oibiero. OH paccTerHyl IITaHbl, U €ro
YJIEH BBIPBAJICS HAPYXKy, KacasiCh MOETO XHUBOTAa. — J[OTPOHBCS MO HEro... — MOPOLICNTal OH
XPUILIBIM TOJIOCOM, 00JIM3BIBasi MOIO BEPXHIOIO TYOy. — [laBaii...

Ctyk B J1Bephb, NMpuUBEN e€ro mpakTudyecku B OemieHcTBO. He oTmyckas meHs, Acmojeit
psABKHYN:- UT0?! — Baiue cusiTenbCcTBO, MECCUP MPOCHUT BAC MOYTUTH €T0 CBOUM MPUCYTCTBUEM, —
HMCIyTaHHBIN TOJIOC 3a ABEPBIO, cierka apoxain. — Cendac xe. — YUept! — BeIpyrajics 1eMoH, U
CaJl MO€ JIMIIO B OONIBIMX JaoHAX. — Jloauch MeHs. XopoIo?

- Pa3Be s Mory Kyma-To JIeThcsa OTCiona? — s ObUla pa3ouyapoBaHa, MOE TEJIO KpUYajio OT
BO3OyKJeHUs. — S umen B BHAY: JOXKIUCh MEHS TaKOM K€ CJlIagKod, MOKPOM U
BO30Y)KJICHHOM... — OH JIOJITO TOIIEeJIOBaJl MEHS, U MOMPaBUB OACKIy, BbIied. — Meccup... —
nmpoluienrana s, BCIOMHUB KakK BBIpA3WJICAd CiIyra, U TYT JXK€ BCIIOMHWIA KHUTY "Macrtep u
Mapraputa". Ito Jlronudep. Uept Obl Tebst modpan! MimenHo B 3ToT MoMeHT! MHe He XOTenoci
aymarb o Oynyiem, 0 CUMOHE, M O HEUEJIOBEUECKOM MPUPOJIE CBOETO JeMOHa. MHE XOTeI0Ch €ro
CTPACTHBIX OOBATUM U 0OKUTAIONMX JackK. Teno eie ObUI0 ClIabbiM, KPYKUJIACh TOJIOBA U TPSACIUCH



PYKH, HO s IIUIa Ha MONPaBKy, €CJIM TaK ropsiuo OTO3Bajach Ha jJacku Acmomnes. Teneppb st TOUHO
3HaJa, 4TO MEXIy HaMH YTO-TO U3MEHUJIOCHh U YK€ HEe OBbLIO TOW CTEHBI, KOTOpas OTIejsiia Hac

apyr oT apyra. OHa pacTasia, U JUIIb JErKas €€ AbIMKA, BUTajda MEXIy HaMu — AcCMOIel He
YEJIOBEK.
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Jlronudep pacxakuBaa MO TEMHOMY XOJUTy 3aMKa M €ro IIOPbI, BBICEKAIW HCKPHI M3
KaMEHHBIX MoJioB. Pyku Bnactutenss Ana, ObUTM CIIOXEHBI 3a CIIMHOM M BCS €ro HampssKeHHas
OCaHKa, TOBOpWJIAa O TOM, YTO OH 3JwicA. JIeMOH CIyCTWICA BHM3 W BCTaJl HAIPOTHB HETO,
MIPUTOTOBUBILMCH K COMPOTHUBIICHUIO.

— AX, BOT u Tbl, Mogu! — Jlrorudep pe3ko pazBepHyIIcs U 3aMoadal, risas Ha AcMoest.

— Yt0-TO cnyuusnocsk, JIto1? — 1eMoH He MOT YCIIOKOUTH CBOIO CTPAacTh, KOTOpasi OyilieBasa B
HEM U BBIINUPAJIA U3 KOKAHBIX IITAHOB. OH HE BOJIHOBAJICS, BE/Ib CIUIIKOM Majl0 BPEMEHU MPOIUIO
MOCJIe TOro, Kak OH MOOBIBaJI B COKpoBuIHUIE. Bpsia nmu Jlromudep 3HaeT o ero mocTyrmke.

— VYV wMens Obuta OOuzar, — Jlonudep BbIIIAAET HEIOBOJBHBIM, €ro HeOECHbIe IJasza
M3JIydasu 3JI0CThb. — TBI yrpoKaji €l u3-3a CMEPTHOM. Thl 3Haeb, YTO 3TO HEAONMYCTUMO. MHE HE
HPABUTCS 3TO.

— A C Kakux mop, CTajo AONYCTUMBIM, IPOHUKATh B UYKO€ JKUJIUILE U TPABUTH TOCTEU? —
ApoCTHO mapupoBall Acmoxeit, u Jlon yIMBIEHHO MOCMOTpEN Ha JEMOHA, HE OXHAas TAKOU
peakuuu. OH mojomes OJUXKe W 3aIsTHYT B KpacHBIE IJ1a3a, CJIOBHO MBITAACh MPOYECTh B HUX
HEYTO, YCKOJIB3AIOIIEE OT €T0 BHUMAHMUSL.

— Ycnokorics. OHa MOJIyYUT CBOE HAaKa3aHWE, HO JIMIIb 3a TO, YTO Clejlajia 3TO, B TBOEM
noMe. Twl 3Haemb, yTo Mbl HaMHOrO BbIlIE, YEM CMEPTHBIE M HAKAa3bIBaTh €€ 3a JKCHIIMHY, S HE
Oyny U mpenocteperairo Tedst OT 3TOro. MHe KaXeTcs, 4TO TBOSI YBJIE€YEHHOCTh 3TON CMEpPTHOM,
CTAHOBHUTCSI omnacHou, — Jlronudep u3aydana HEJAOBOJILCTBO M CHOBA CIOXKHB 3a CIIMHOW PYKH,
MPOJIOJIKUI yIrproMo HaOmroaarh 3a AcmoneemM. — Eciiu Tl Oyzelil Tak ONEp>KUM €10, IEMOHaM
ATO MOXKET He noHpaBuTcs. Haunetcst OyHT. Mirpa MokeT peBpaTUTHCS B KPOBABYIO OOMHIO.

— Kakoe neno jemMoHaM 10 MOMX OTHOILIEHUM € ATOW KEHIMHOM? — JEMOH MOJHSUI Ha HETO
nbutatonpe riaza. — C kakux nop, Az cran ClIeIUTh 328 MOUMU yBIIeUeHUsIMU ? 77

— Ecnu Ob1, THI TPOCTO UMEN KeJTaHUe HABPEIUTh €1, MJIM 3aCTaBUTh €€ CTPaJarh, OHU ObUIH
Obl mpocTo B BocTtopre. Ho B ANy XomaT pa3roBOpHI, 4TO ThI... BIOOJEH, Acmonei. — Jlron
BOIIPOCUTENIBHO TOCMOTPEIT Ha HETO, MOUTPbIBas nepuyarkamu. [locie mpogoKUTENRHON Nay3bl OH
nobaBmi: — bynb oCcTOpokHEe, Thl CTAHOBUIILCA Ha 3bIOKUM MyTh. JIFOOOBHBIE UCTOPHUH, MYCTh
CIIy4aroTCs 10 MHJIOCTH BOoXbe, a He 0T MOUM ITOKPOBUTEIBCTBOM !

— Twl celiuac oTKa3bIBaclllb MHE B CBOEU Jpyxk0e? — rosoc AcMmonesl 3Bydald IVIyXO H
ONacHoO. — S MpaBUIIBHO TOHST?

— Mos apyx0a, He TOT nap, KOTOPHIM MOXHO TOProBaTb. — BBICOKOMEPHO OTBETHUII
Jlronudep W TOKUHYT 3aMOK, OCTaBHB JEMOHA B pa3IyMbsiX, KOTOpble OBUIM OTHIONb HE
pagyxHeiMi. Hy)kHO OBLTO UTO-TO J€NIaTh, YTOOBI HE MOABEPraTh ACBYIIKY ormacHOCTH. Ho Torna on
octaHeTcs 0e3 Hee... ACMOZeI0 HY)KHO ObUIO MoayMarh. J[eMOH, CXBaTUB IUIAlll U TOXKE BBIIIET U3
3aMKa, HaJIesICh, 4YTO ObICTpas €371a MPUBEJET €TI0 MBICIH B MOPSJIOK.

[IpockakaB B O€IlIEHOM TE€MII€, OH OCTAHOBHJI KOHSI M CHEHIMJICS Ha IBETYILEM KYCKEe 3eMJIH,
rjie J1o aToro Obul ¢ Tanew.

[{BeThI OyATO 3amMepiu, MOYYBCTBOBAB UY:KO€ MPUCYTCTBUE U UX SAPKUE TOJIOBKH MOBEPHYIHUCH
B €ro CTOpOHY. JIErKHil BETEPOK KOJIBIXAJl UX JIEMECTKU U ObLIO TaK THUXO, YTO XOTEJIOCh Pa3opBaTh
3TOT IUIOTHBIA BO3MYX.

Ee nyxHo BepHyTbh 00paTHO. BepHyTh, MOKa >KEHIIMHA HE MOrubia OT PyKU KaKOro-HUOYIb



nemoHa. Jlronudep HUKOrga HE pa3zOpachiBaliCs IMYCTHIMH CJIOBAMHW M €CJIM OH TOBOPUI 00
OMacCHOCTH, 3HAYUT OHA JICUCTBUTEIBHO ObLIA.

Acmofielt y)ke He YIUBIISIICS CBOUM YYBCTBaM M SICHO OCO3HABAJI, YTO HE BBIACPKUT TOU 00U,
KOTOpasi HEM30€KHO TOCIENyeT 3a CMEpPThI0 AeBylKU. M oHa OyeT Kyna cuibHee, 4eM OoJib OT
paccTaBaHMUSI.

* % *4] He MomIa B3ATh ce0sl B pyKH, MbUIAsl KaK KOCTEp, MOcie Jack ACMOAEs U XOAWJIa U3
yIjia B Yroji, IOCTOSHHO MOIIsAbIBas Ha JBepb. Ecnu Obl OH ceifdac BoIIen Croia, s Obl OTAaIach
eMy 0e3 JIMIIHUX CJIOB U HUKOMY HE HYXHBIX Y)KUMOK. DTOT MY>KUMHA CBEJ MEHSI C yMa, U TEPSITh
paccyIoK Jajiblie, s XoTeNa TOJIbKO ¢ HUM. [log okHamu 3aMka pa3aalicsl CTYK KOIBIT U BBITVISIHYB
U3 OKHa 5 yBUjena ynanstomierocs Jlrorudepa. OH Tak rHaJ JIOMAb, YTO €ro YSPHBIN TLIAI] TPEna
BETEp, pa3llyBas KaKk TEMHBIM, MUparckuil mapyc. MHue crayio He 1o cebe, s YyBCTBOBaJa: YTO-TO
MPOMU30IILIO, U OH IMPHUE3)KAI HE MPOCTO Tak. CleIoM 3a HUM, U3 3aMKa BbleXal ACMOAEH U MTOTHAJ
JIOIA]1b B IPYTYIO CTOPOHY, OKYTaHHBIA KpacHOM MbUIb0. OH HE MPUJET.

S paccTpoeHHO OTBepHYIach OT OKHAa M IMOCMOTpeja Ha MOJHOC: OnaroyxaroIas cpeiau
MIPUHECEHHBIX BKYCHOCTEH, KpacHasl po3a, Obljla HAMOMUHAHUEM O TMOLETYSIX IEMOHA U €r0 KapKuX
cinoBax. Ee apomar BuTan mo KoMHare, oOellasi HaclaXJeHUE B €ro OOBITUIX U MHE CTajlo Tak
XOPOILIO, KaK €lle HUKorja He ObUIO.

[lepekycuB B OmMHOYECTBE, s Hajena camoe 0e300MAHOE IIaThe U3 TEMHO-()HOJIETOBOTO
1IeJKa U CIYCTHJIACh BHU3, JKEJIask pACCMOTPETh 3aMOK AcMojest cHapyxu. [Ioka s 1uia mo TeMHbBIM
KOpU0paM, MHE HUKTO HE BCTpETUJIICA, OyATO B 3aMKe HE ObUIO HU OIHOMW KUBOH IYILIM, 3 MOXKET
HUKTO HE XOTEJ MOSBISATHCS Mepe/I0 MHOU, Ope3Tys OOIIEHHEM CO CMEPTHOM.

YcrenmHo MUHOBAB CTYIIEHU, S 0Ka3aJach BO3JIE TSAXKEJIOW BXOJHOW JBEPU, KOTOPYIO C TPYAOM
oTkpbuta. He cnenia, s o0oluia BEIMYECTBEHHBIM 3aMOK M OCTaHOBWJIACh Mo3aau Hero. llepeno
MHOM, KPaCUBBIM TOJYKPYIrOM, PACKUHYIICS JIeC U BeJloMasi JIOOOMBITCTBOM, sI YINIyOUJIach B €r0
MaHsIyo yanly. Bce nepeBbs, B 3TOM CTPaHHOM JIECy, ObUIM YEPHBIMHU, C IIAJIKOW, CMOJIMCTOMN
KOpOW M MYHMKMCTON KPOHOH, HAa KOTOPOM THUXO IIEJIECTENIM MJIOTHBIE MISHIIECBBIC JIUCThS. TpaBa B
ATOM Jiecy Oblia BBICOKAsl U cepedpurcTasi, JacKarolas MOU PyKH HEXHBIMU TPUKOCHOBEHUSIMH.

A npucnymanach: TpaBa uznaBana 3Byku! OnHa mnena! Tuxo M MeJonW4yHO, OyATO COTHH
MaJICHBKUX 3J1b()OB UrpaliMi Ha CKpumodkax. [IpuceB Ha cTapyro, BBIIEPOICHHYIO CKaMblo, S
MPUKpBUIA TJ1a3a, BCJIYIIMBAsICh B 3TU YIUBUTEIBHBIE 3BYKM M HEMHOro aOCTparupoBajiach OT
BPEMEHU, HO YY)KO€ IPUCYTCTBUE, TOYYBCTBOBAJIA CPa3y.

— Ciymaeuis TpaBy, KpacaBulla? — BKPAAUYUBBIN roJoc ACTapoTa MPO3Bydall COBCEM PSIOM.

PacnaxnyB masza, s yBHjela ero mpsMo mepen coOoi — JeMOH CHJIEN BO3JIE MEHS U C
yABIOKOM HAOI01aIT 32 MHOIA.

— TsI Hamyran MeHsi, — 5 ONbITANIaCh BCTAaTh, HO OH YAEPKaJI MEHS, BIEIUBUIMCH B PYKY.

— Ilomoxxau, He yOerail oT MeHsi, — ACTapoT NPUIBUHYICS OJIMKEe M 00XBaTHJI MOIO IIEIO,
HEXXHO nepedupas najibllaMu 3aBUTKH BoJioc. — [locMoTpu MHe B 1i1a3a.

Sl HeyBepeHHO MOJHSUIA B3NS U TYT K€, MEXKAY HaIMMU TJ1a3aMU MPOTSHYIAaCh HEBUAUMAS
MpOYHas HUTh, Pa30pBaTh KOTOPYIO, MHE ObUIO HE IO CUJIAM.

— JaBan xe... [laBai... [lokaxxm MHe, Kakasg Tbl cTpacTHad... Sl Xody 3Harb, MOYEMy
AcMoneli Tak mpuBS3aH K TeOe... — MpoIenTal OH M, CKIOHUBIIMChL KO MHE, NMPUKOCHYJICS K
ryoam.

— OcTaBb MEHS... — BBIJOXHYA s, TBITAsCh COPOCUTH C CceOs HaBaXJACHUE, HO y MEHs
HUYEro He MoJryyanoch. Moe co3HaHue Bce 00blie MopadoIaioch CUILHON, TEeMHON BOJIEH.

— 1 He mory octaButh TeOsA... He mory... — ACTapoT NPUKYCUJ MOK HIXXHIOIO TyOy W



npuxaj K cede 6e3BotbHOE Teno. — Kak ke s xouy Te0s... Celiuac... B 3Toi noromiei Tpase... —
Hert... — mpocTtonana s, 60pschk ¢ €ro HeMUJIOCEPAHBIM BiIusiHUuEeM. — Her...

— Her? — rpumaca 3510cTH HcKa3uia KpacuBoe Julo AeMoHa. OH 3aMep HaJlI0 MHOM, Kak
OTPOMHBIN, TEMHBIN KopillyH. — YTo octaHaBnmuBaeT Te0s1? OTBETH!

— Acmonieii... — mpolenTaia s, npuwxaras K TBEpAOMY Tely TaK KPENKO, YTO JIbIXaHHUE C
TPYJIOM BBIPBHIBAJIOCH U3 JIETKUX.

MHe xoTenoch cKa3aTh, 4TO 5 JKe€Jalw JIMIb ero W Oyay >Kelarb BCErja, HO SI3BIK €Jie
meBenwics. S nuib caabo 3acToHala, Jlake He MOA03peBasi, YTO B HECKOJIBKUX METpPaX CTOUT
Acmopen, U ero JIMIO U3Jy4aeT IPOCTh U THEB.

— Moe npemsioxkeHue OCTaeTcs B CUile, — Mpopbdal AcCTapoT, OTTalkuBas MeHsA. — Ho
Tenepb s 100ABIIO: UITU Thl MOSI, UJTH. ..

OH BcTa)I ¥ OBICTPO MOIIIENT MIPOYb, a 51, CHJAENIA Pa3IaBICHHAs CIYYUBIIMMCS, U TymMasaa O TOM,
YTO TOJIBKO YTO C €0 yCT MpOo3ByUaja yrposa.
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* % * Kak OH MOr MOBEepUTHh B TO, YTO OHAa HEpaBHOAyIHA K Hemy?! UTo oHa 3Bama ero,
Haxo/siCh 0€3 CO3HaHUA W HyXKJasich B HeM?! Acmojell pplyan Kak 3Bepb, BCIIOMHUHAsA, KaK OHa
noCTaHbIBaja B 00BATUSIX AcTapora, mojactamisis emy cBou ryoel. Uept! Uept! OH meTHyrcs
oOpaTHO, HO TYT >K€ OCTAHOBWJICA, pa3aupaembiii mpotuBopeureM. Her... OHa He gocTaHeTcs
Acraporty... Hukomy u Hukorma... [lieBarr oH XO0Te€d Ha BCEX HEIOBOJIBHBIX JEMOHOB U UTPBI
Jlrorta — Bce OyneT Tak, kak oH penmi. 1 He nHaye.

AcMojieli TOAHSIICA B CITAJIBHIO M 3aCThUT Y OKHA, B OKuJAaHuu TaHu. Yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi
OH YCJIBIIIAJI JIETKUE [Iard, HO HE OOEPHYJICS.

— AcwMmogeil... — TmpolnenTanga OHa, IS Ha HErO0 C HEXHOCTHIO B HAWBHBIX, OOJBIIMX
riazax. [IpurBopumual

OH Bech Hampsrcs oT OUIYIIEHUs KYTKOTO CKauka BHYTpU. JTOT rojoc... OHa ellle He 3Haja,
YTO OH €l IPUTOTOBUJI.

JleMOoH ToBEepHYIICS K HEM, U JEBYIIIKA MOMSATUIIACh: OH 3HAJI, YTO UCTOYAET THEB, U €r0 IJa3a
rOpSAT HEECTECTBEHHBIM OTHEM.

— Yto ¢ T0O0#1? — mpolenTaia OHa, MbITasCh CKPHITh 3apOXKIAOIIMICS CTpax.

— A ¢ TOOOI? — BKpaJYMBO NPOIIENTA] OH, HAJBUTasChb Ha Hee. — ThbI XOopolo ceds
YyBCTBYEIIb?

— Jla... — oHa pacTepsHHO Ha0I0aNa 32 HUM, HAUMHAS MSITUTHCA.

— Oco0eHHo mocie MporyliKH, IpaBaa? — 3TO MPO3BYYAIO HECKOJBKO 3JIOBEIIE U JIEBYIIKA
B3JIPOTHYJIA.

— 4l He moHuMaro. ..

— XBarut. S He xenar 00JIbllie HUUEro CiIylark, — AcMoOJIel mepeBel B3I/ Ha €€ TOTHbIC
IPyIu, MPUKPHITHIE TEMHBIM KPY>KEBOM, U ILIOTOSTHO YCMEXHYICs. — Bpems BeiOOpa mponwio.

% sk ok

S cMotpena Ha AcMojesi, 1 TOHUMaHUE MPOUCXOASAIIETO, 3aM0JI3a]I0 B MO0 AYIIy KaK YEPBb.
Omn Buzen mens ¢ Acraporom! Her... O boxe, HeT... MHe X0TeI0Ch KUHYTHCSI K HEMY, OOBSICHUTD
HO €ro NOTEMHEBIIEE JIMIO Nyrajgo MeHs. Ho pa3Be s BHHOBaTa B TOM, 4TO ACTapOT O4apOBaJI MEHS
Ha 3TOW MPOKJIATON CKaMelKe B YEPHOM Jiecy? 3a4eM s TOBOpHJIa, YTO OH HPABUTCS MHE? 3adyeM
npazHuia Acmones? dypa!

[Toka s Tep3anach W Kopuia cedOsi, IeMOH NMPUONIU3UIICS KO MHE BIUIOTHYIO. Ero ropsuue
NaJbllbl CXBATWJIU IUJIaThe M HEJ00pO yIbIOasCh, OH PBaHYI €ro B CTOPOHBI, OCTaBJsII MEHS
0OHa)XKEHHOM M PacTEpSHHON OT CBOCH HEOXKHIAHHON HArOTHI.

— Bot Tak ayume, — nOpoMmypibikadl AEMOH M BCTaJl 1033 MEHS, ONajsisi TOpSAYduM
IbIXaHHEM HEXKHYIO KOoKy. — Hakoner s nmonpo0Oyro Te0s BCIO. ..

Ero ryObl MpUKOCHYIUCH K MOEH 1Iee U MEHS MPOH3WIM ThICSYa UTOJIOUEK YIOBOJIBCTBUA. S
[IyOOKO BJIOXHYJIA M MOTAHYJIACh K HEMY PYKaMH, jKejasi MOYyBCTBOBATh OJIMKE, HO JEMOH CXKall
KUCTHU U BEPHYJI MOU PYKH Ha MECTO.

— 41 He pasperasn npuKacarbcsi KO MHE.

YTO-TO HEHWCTOBOE MPO3BYYATIO B €ro rojoCe, CTPAIIHOEC W 3BEPUHOE, HAITYraBLIEE MEHS 0
moaycMepTu. Sl 3aMepiia, 4yBCTBYS €ro 3a coOOi, BCeMH HEPBHBIMH OKOHYAHUSIMHU. AcCMOIeH
MPOJOJKUI [ETOBAaTh MOKO WICK0, IJI€YM, CKOJBb3Sl SI3BIKOM IO TMOBEPXHOCTHU KOXHU M JIETKO
NPUKYCUJT HANpPsDKEHHBIE MBIIIIIBI, YTO BBI3BAJIO BO MHE BCIJIECK JUKOTO BO30OYXICHUS,



CMEIIIAHHOTO C cTpaxoM. Koirounme Mypamkd mpoOekaad MO MO3BOHOYHUKY M OTCATIOTOBAIU
BHU3Y KHBOTA. /[EMOH CJIOBHO 4YyBCTBOBAJI MPOUCXOJAIIECE BO MHE, M KOIJA s YCJBIIIAIA MIOPOX
CHUMAaeMOM OJCKIbI U HE CAeprKalia TIyOOKHI B3/10X, OH XPUILJIO PACCMESLIICH.

Ero ryObl U 13bIK CHOBA BEPHYIIUCH K CBOEMY OylopakalemMy JeHCTBHUIO, HO PYKH HE KacaluCh
MEHS U 5 MPUKYycUJia ry0y, 4ToObl HE MOMPOCUTH ero 00 3ToM. HakoHell ero majibiibl 0OXBaTUIU
MOU BOJIOCHI M TIPUIIOAHSIIN BBEPX, JIJISL TOTO, YTOOBI MPOJIOKUTH JOPOKKY TOIEIYEB MO XOJIMUKY
MO3BOHKA U HHUXKE.

"IIpukocHuck k0 MHe! Hy mpukocHUCH ke..." — Kpuyala Kaxkaas 4aCTU4Ka MOEro Teja, U OH
yenbimain. CHayana Mo MOMM SITOAMIAM CKOJB3HYIM TOpSYME PYKH, Jpa3Hsi U 3acCTaBiissl BCe
CXKUMAThCSI BHYTPH, IIOTOM OHHU MOJHSUIMCH K TPYIU, U CKAJU €€, EPEKaThIBas MEX/y MajlblaMHU
OTBEpJEBIIME COCKU. l'opsumnii, ynpyruy >KUBOT, IMPHUXKAJICI K MOEH CHHHE, a YIEH YIepcs B
JOKOMHKY Mexnay saroguuamu. OjHa pyka MEMJIEHHO 3acKOJb3Wiia BHU3, [0 MOEMY
MOJPAruBaOIIEMY )KMBOTY, U Ha CEKYH]Ty OCTAHOBHUJIACh. ..

— 0-0-0... — BBIIOXHYJA 5, CXOs C yMa OT JKEJIAHUS OTEPETHCS O TO, YTO TAK MO XO3SHUCKHU
ynupaiiocs B MeHs. — Iloxanyiicra. ..

AcMojieli CIBUHYIT PYKY, U €0 NaJIbIlbl KOCHYJIUCH BIaXHOW BO30YXKJICHHOH TIJIOTH, MEJICHHO
0o0BOJISI BCe €€ TalHbIe yroidku. VICTBIThIBas HEBEPOATHOE BO3OYKICHUE U Kejas MPOMIUTh ITH
MUHYTBI, 51 CXBATHUJIACH 32 €r0 PYKY, HO OH 3aM€EpP U MPOpbIYal:

— Her. ToI 3a0b11a, uTO 9 TeOE cka3zai?

S yOpasia cBOM JAposKallMe Majblbl C €ro PyKd, U OH MPOJOJIKUI Tep3aTh MEHs, Oe3yMHO
MeIJIEHHO U 0e3ymMHO HexHO. Korzma s roroBa ObUia MpakTUYECKH YNAcTh, HE CUJIax OoJiblie
TEPHETh ATOU MBITKU YIOBOJILCTBUEM, ACMOJICH MOIXBAaTUJI MEHS HAa PYKH U MOJOKWJI HAa KPOBATh,
HAaBUCHYB HaJl0 MHOM ¢ ropanmMu mniazamu. Ero xpurioe JpixaHue ObUIO JIy4IIAM
J0Ka3arejbCTBOM TOr0, YTO OH XOTE€J1 MEHs,, HO OBUIO B 3TOM 4YTO-TO 3JI0€ M IEPBOOBITHOE,
BBIPBIBAIOIICECS] HAPYXKY, HE TAIOIIEE PACCIabUThCS.

Kak TonbpKo ero mosjHble T'yObl KOCHYIHUCH MOETO pTa, MOIENyd MPEeBPaTHUIICA B JKECTOKYIO
NBITKY, TPUHOCS HachaxaeHue u 00ib. OH HEHMCTOBO Tep3aJl MOU TyObl, CMHHAs UX M ClIeTKa
MMOKYCBIBas, a €ro MIETUHA TEPIACh O HUX, TPO3s1 OCTABUTH CIIENIbl. YMEIIO BIaJes SI3bIKOM, ACMOAEH
NpUKUMall MEHS K KpOBaTH, a €ro pyka HE IOKHJAJIa BJIAXHOTO MECTa MEXIYy MOHUX HOT,
JNOCTABJISIE HACIAXKIACHUE JIETKUMH, YMEIBIMH MNPUKOCHOBEHUAMHU. (OCTaBMB MOW POT, JI€MOH
MIPOBEJT A3BIKOM IO MOEH TPy, CIIYCKasACh BCe HUXKE, 3a/Iep Kajcs BO3Je MyIKa, IpoOpacs BHYTPb
SA3BIKOM U CKOJIb3HYJI BHU3. ..

— He HyXHO, — mpocTOHaNa 51, Cropast OT CTPACTH, CThIJIA U XKeJaHUsI, YTOOBI OH MPOOIIKHUII.

OH MOJHSJT Ha MEHS CBOM MTOTEMHEBIIME, MbUIAIOIIME aJIbIM, TJ1a3a, U XPUILIO CKa3all:

— To1 Oynens moBTOPSTH MOE UM .. Beeraa. ..

Korma ero si3pIk KOCHYJICS MEHsI, MpoOys Ha BKYC U MCCIEAYS KaXIyl CKJIAJ04Ky, 3TO ObUIO
ITIOX0€E Ha B3pPbIB, HA KOHEIL CBETA, HA MOJIET, HA KOCMOC BHYTPH MEHS U 5 3aCTOHAJA!

— Iloxanyiicra. .. [loxanyncra...

OH mocnyiial MEHST W TOMHSJICA BBIINIE, XPUIUIO JbIIAa OT BO30YXKJeHUsA. Ero OoJbIIONH,
BO30YXJ€HHBII YWIEH CJIETKa BOLIET B MEHS U IEMOH 3aMep.

— Paccmabbes... Briyctn MeHs... — mporenTtan oH, JISTOHBKO Kacasch rydaMyu MOuX Ty0 U
€ro CUJIbHBIE PYKH, CJIETKA MOIParuBaiu.
— Sl mocTaparoch... — MEHS KOJOTHJIO TaK, YTO pacciabUThCsl Y MEHS BBIIUIO C TPYIOM. —

0-0-0x!
OH OAHUM MOIIHBIM TOJTYKOM BOIIIEJ B MEHSI, TOBTOPSISt TAKUE CJIAJIKKUE CJIOBA:



— 0-0-0, aeTKa... Mos nituuka... [a... /Ja...

Mse He TpebdoBaIoCh MHOTOTO, MO€ TEJIO YK€ ObUIO TOTOBO B30PBATHCA HA MUPHAIBI OCKOJIKOB
HacnaxaeHus. [logaBumce eMy HaBCTpeUy, sl HIOYTH 3aKpHUYaia:

— AcMmoneii!

— JlaBal, Mosl claakasi, s X04y 3TO BHUJAETH... — IMPOXPUIIECN JIEMOH M, HECKOJBKO pa3
JTBUHYBIIMCH BO MHE, U3/1aJl TPOMKHI PBIK YJOBICTBOPEHUS.

Teno moe apokalio, a AbIXxaHWe ObUIO TSDKEIBIM U MPEPHIBUCTHIM. TaKOro s He MCIbIThIBAIA
HUKOT/IA: CTPACTh JIEMOHA pa30yauia BO MHE IITOPM, CHECHIMN CBOMMHU BOJHAMH KaXIyIO
KJIETOUKY U KaxJ1bl aroM. OH OTKMHYIICS HA CIIMHY U NPUKPBLUT CBOU KpacHUBbIe 1a3a. 3acHyn? Ho
HET, IEMOH MTOBEPHYJICS KO MHE M, HE OTKPBIBAs Ij1a3, MPUTSIHYT MEHSA K ceoe.

— Tenepsn, ThI Oyelb CIIaTh TOABKO TaK. Sl X049y UyBCTBOBATH TEOSI.

Ha 510 yrBepauTenbHOE BICKA3bIBAHKE 51 HE HAIUIACh, YTO OTBETHUTH, Ja U HE XoTena. PsamoMm ¢
HUM, Jla TIOCJIE TaKOTO CeKca, sl TOTOBa ObLja CIaTh BUCS Ha JIFOCTPE.

[IpocHynack s OT TOro, 4To ACMOJIEH pbIuall, CKMMasi MOKPbIE TPOCTHIHU OOJIBIIIMMU PYKaMHU.
Ero ronoBa meranacek 1o moayiike, a mo BUCKY Oexkana CTpyWKa 1moTta, TEPSSCh B T'yCTOU IIIETHUHE.
MoiHoe, TBEpI0€ TENO0 HANIPATIIOCH €IIie OOJIbIIEe, U MBIIIbI OyTPUIUCH, CIIOBHO OH OOPOJICS C KEM-
TO HEBUJUMBIM.

— AcMozei! — g cxBaruia €ro JIMIO B JAJOHW M NpUIOAHsIA TojioBy. — IIpocHucCS,
Acmopeit!

OH BHE3aIMHO OTKPBUI I1a3a U A TYT K€ OKa3ajaach MOJ HUM, HaJESICh, YTO OH HE CIIOMAET MHE
pebpa CBOMMHM OTPOMHBIMH pyKaMu. B 3TOT MOMEHT, OH SIBHO BUJIET HE MEHHI.

— Oto0 s! Ycnokoiicsi!! — MHeE cTajgo CTpallHo, BeJb 5 JieXkajda B MOCTEIH HE C OOBIYHBIM
MY>KYMHOHM, a C BEJMKOJENHBbIM xutenaeM lIpemcnonnein. CBepHET MHE IIEI0 W NMOMUHAM Kak
3BaJIM. ..

Ero cymmocTs, Bpsi Jin COBMaAaia Jaxe ¢ CaMbIM MOCJIEAHUM 3JI0IEEM MOEr0 MUPA BEJlb OH,
caM ObUT 3710M BO MIOTU. JIWIOo Acmofesi, HaKOHEI[ MPUHSIIO OCMBICIEHHOE BhIpaxeHue. JleMoH
OCJIa0uJ XBaTKy, MO3BOJISII MHE B3[IOXHYTh MOJHOM I'PyAbI0 U CHOBA yIall Ha CBOIO Monymky. OH
IIyMHO BBIJIOXHYJI U JICHUBO ITOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— TeOe Hago€II0 KUTH, JKEHIIMHA ?

— Cyzs 110 TBOEM peakIuu, Thl I€UCTBUTEIBLHO FTOTOB ObLIT YOUTH MEHS, — TSIKEJIO B3I0XHYJA
1. — 5l ucryranace.

— 5l He MpUBBIK cHarh C KEM-TO B OJHOM MOCTENIW U, YTO BIOJHE HOPMAJIbHO, BOCIIPUHSLI
TeOs1 Kak yrpo3y. OCoOE€HHO Korza ThI MpbITajia Jia Ha MHE M XBaraja 3a JIMI0. — XMBIKHYI OH,
HAaCMEIUIABO IS HA MEHS.

— Henpasna! — BockiinkHyIa s, 00pbIBast ero Tupamgy. — ...

— ThI celiuac 3ane3eni> Ha MEHs M TTO3BOJIHUIIL MOIEJI0BaTh Ce0sl, a TOTOM ellle pa3 yoeaulb
MEHS B TOM, YTO HAIlld OPTaHbl, YIUBUTEILHO COBMECTUMBI... — ACMOJIEH JIErKO yCcaJauJl MEHsS Ha
celsi U 3aCyHYN Hajblibl MEXIY HalMMU TeaaMu. — Jla Thl y)Ke roToBa, keHlHa! Kak ke MHe
3TO HpaBUTCA!

S BcbIXHYIA, HO BCE 3TU OTKPOBEHHBIE BHIPAXKEHUS, CTPAHHBIM 00pa30M HPABUIIUCh MHE, KaK
M €ro HaCTOWYMBBIE MPUKOCHOBEHUA. MHE BOOOILE HPABUIICA ATOT MYXKYHHA, & MOXET, Jaxe
oonpine. .. S moitmana cedst Ha MBICIIH, YTO BIFOOMIACh. BBICTPO 1 yBBI — 0ECTTOBOPOTHO.

JleMOH yxe ObLI TOTOB BOPBAaThCsl B MOE€ TEJO, a S U HE MPEMSITCTBOBajla, MPUBBIKAS K €0
pasmepy. Hacnaxknenue BONMHaMHM HaKarblBAJI0O HA MEHS, S DIAJWJIa €r0 MYCKYIbl, MEIJIEHHO
MPUMIOJHUMASACh M ONYCKasCh Ha HEM, a OH CMOTpeJl Ha MEHS TaKUMHU T[Jla3aMH, 4YTO



IIepeXBaTHIBAJIO JIBIXaHHE.
Temm Bce HapacTan U, KOrja najiblibl ACMOJIEs BIUJIUCHL MOU OeJipa, IPUUYHHSIS JIETKYIO 0O0JIb U
npeKparas JIBUKEHHUE, s OIyTHJIa, YTO MPOpPOCa B HEM BCEM CBOMM ecTecTBOM. Mu oH BO MHe.
Opra3m B 3TOT pa3 ObUT IPOJAOKUTEILHBIM U CHUJIBLHBIM, HaKaThIBas BOJHAMH. S coKMManach
BOKPYT HETO, a OH Y)Ke OBUT TOTOB B30pBaThCs, KOT/IA 5T TPOCTOHAA, ITaj1asi Ha HETo:
— JIroOumro Te04. ..
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* k% AcMmogedt ycnblan TUXUR CTOH, U B HEM Bce mepeBepHYIoch. OH HAaKJIOHWI JEBYIIKY K
ceOe W BJIACTHO MOIIEJIOBAJ, UCIIBITHIBAS HEBEPOSATHBIM Opra3Mm. BrimieckuBasich B Hee, JEMOHY
XOTEJI0Ch, YTOOBI ATOT MUT HE 3aKaHUYMBAJICS HUKOT/A. .. «S mooito 1eds. .. JIroomro...»

— Th1 Mosi. CaplIMIIb, )KEHIIMHA? — 3apbl4all OH, BIVISIABIBASACH B HEE, JISKABIIYIO PSIIOM, U
1A 3TO PACKpacCHEBIIEECs JUL0. — ThI MO

— 4 TBOs... TBOS... — THUXO NpOM3HECIA OHA B OTBET, U OH mnoBepua eu. Cpazy wu
0€30roBOPOYHO.

CBEpHYBUIMCH KaJaYUKOM, JEBYIIKA MOJ0KUJIIA TOJIOBY HA €r0 IPy/ib U, 3aChINas, MPOIIEITala:

— Pacckaxu MHe 0 cBOUX JIONIAAAX. Y TeOs UX MHOT0?

— Ilsate, He cuntas Yepra. OHU OYEHb HOPOBHUCTHIE, — ACMOAEH YIBIOHYICS, BCIIOMHHAs
CBOMX JTI0OMMIIEB. — CIHIIKOM CBOOONOIIOOMBEIE, U Y KaXKJI0M CBOM TsKemNblid XapakTep... Ho onu
00T MEHS M HUKOT/Ia HE OCTaBSIT.

— Coscem Hukorga? — TaHst pazroBapuBajia BsJIO U COHHO, YCTaBINask OT JIFOOBU.

— Hy, Mmoxkert, korga MeHs HE CTaHET... — MPOILIENTAN OH, L[EJIys €€ B BUCOK.

— DJTOro He MOXET ObITh, — OHA YIBIOHYIACh €My B IJIEUO W BAPYr cupocuina: — Tbr
MOJKEIb BEPHYTh MEHS JIOMOM ?

— Mory, — oH Hamnpsrcs, GU3nYecKu OIIyIasi YePHOTY, OXBATHIBAIOIIYIO €TO.

— ThI nol et co MHON? — HEMHOTO IMOMOIYaB, CIIPOCHUJIAa OHA.

— 51 6yny Besze, rae Oyaenb Thl, — OTBETHJI OH, TOBOPSI 3TO COBEPIIIEHHO UCKPEHHE.

— A meHs He OyJIeT TaMm, TJie HeT TeOsl. . .

AcMojielt mocMOTpell Ha Hee U YIIBIOHY CA. TaHs ciaako craia.

— Cnu, mos nTuuka... Cou...

Kpacnasa nyHa ocBemaia KOMHary CBOMM IPAKTUYECKH IYPHOYPHBIM CHSHHEM, Aeias JIMIO
CIAIICH MEBYIIKH, HEXHO-PO30BBIM. J[eMOH 3amr000BaJiCsi €€ BBICOKO H3OTHYTHIMU OpOBSIMU,
POAMHKON BO3JIe yrojka ria3a W 4yTh NPUOTKPHITHIMU BIXKHBIMU Ty0amMu. UTO MOXET OBITh
npeKpacHel YyBCTBa, KoTopoe oxBarmwio ero? Korga xorenmock 3anmuark, obeperarb M He
OTHyCKarh OT ceOss HU Ha MHUT. AcMoOAed JOHKEH ObUl YTO-TO NPEANpPUHSATH, TOTOMY UYTO OH
MpeKpacHo nmoHuMas — TaHe rpo3uT onacHOCTb. Bokpyr Hee crymanuch Tyar: O0uzar co cBoei
PEBHOCTHIO, ACTapOT CO CBOEH CTPACThIO U JIFOII, MEKYIMICS O paBHOBECHUH AJa.

31710, HAapUBIIEE B HEM, JIETKO PACIIO3HAIO 3apPOXKIABILEECS YYBCTBO M, TOTOBOE€ MHUPHUTHCS C
MOXOThIO, COOJa3HEHUEM U M3]IEBATEILCTBOM, HE MOIIIO IMO3BOJIUTH B Ay JIt0OBU... CTpaHHBIH
HE3HAKOMBIM apoMar MPUBJIECK €ro BHUMAHWUE, U JEMOH BCTAJ. YAUBICHHO HAaXMYpPHUBIIUChH, OH
NpUONIM3UICS K OKHY M 3aMep, M3YMJIGHHO TSl Ha HEXHBIA PO30OBBIM IBETOK, MPOOHBIIMNCS
CKBO3b KaMHM 3aMKa. Ero TOHKHWE, IpO3payHbIC JICIECTKU TPEIETAId Ha BETPY, NMPUOTKPHIBAS
KENTYIO0 CEpEeIUHKY. ACMOIEN MAarHyl B OKHO, HEMHOI'O MPOJIETEN MO BO3MYXYy, U, YK€ 3Has, 4TO
YBUAUT, 00epHYIcsS. Becbh 3aMoOKk ObUT YCE€SH 3THMH PO30BBIMH MAJIBIIIAMH, HCHYCKAIOIMMU
CUJIBHBIN apoMar. Apomar Jt00BH. ..

OH TOpPBKO YCMEXHYJICS M, BBITYCTUB OTHEHHBIN IIap, OTBEPHYICS, YTOOBI HE BUJETh, Kak
KOpYarcsi B OrTHEe TOHKUE cTedenbku. KaMHu 3amMka ropbko 3acToHanu. M, BUAMMO, PUITIEICS O
IyIe ATOT HeOoObHBIM I Anma Hapsa. HeoOblwHBIM W BBI3BAaBIIMK OBl SPOCTH JICMOHOB, E
ocobenHoctH, Jlrona. ..

AcMogeit elrie pa3 MocMOTpeN Ha ACBYIIKY, BIUTHIBAs B CE0s KAXyI0 YEPTOUKY, 3aT€M ITPOBEI



PYKOU TIepen €€ JIUILIOM, JeJiasi €€ COH KPENKUM, OX0KUM Ha Komy. OH ofencs v, 3aBEPHYB €€ B
OZIesU10, IOKUHYI 3aMOK. J[eMOH y)ke BTOpOil JeHb JlaBall €l MaHAparopy M Ternepb He 00sUICs, YTO
Tans 3aboneer, He BbIHEecsS mepexona. Jlomanas Jerko Hecjda WX MO CYXOM IOTpEeCKaBIIeHCS
3emJie. ['0J0Ba IEBYIIKM MOKAYMBAJIACH HA €rO IUIEYE, KACasCh HE)KHOM KOXKEM BHCKA, €ro IIEKH.
[ToxnaBumck nopeiBy, AcMojiel Npurkajics rydbamMu K €e apoMaTHBIM BOJIOCAM M HE yOupall UX J10
CaMoro Iepexo/ia, YyBCTBYS BHYTPH TSIKEIIbIA KOMOK, Pa3pacTarOlMIC U HE JAOIIMU JbIIATh.

* % * 4 npocHynack OT SIPKOTO COJIHIIA, CBETUBLIETO MHE MPsAMO B 1a3a. Kak ke xopomo... He
OTKpBIBAs I71a3, sl MPOTSAHYJIA PYKY, HUINA CBOETO AEMOHA, HO TYT K€ McHyranHo 3amepia. Crom!
Kaxkoe connue B Any?! MemieHHO pa3iienuB BEKH, S, HE YIEpKaBIIKCh, 3amakana. Her... Tonbko
He 9TO... S Jnexana B CBOEH KpoOBaTH, OfleTas B JIOOMMYIO MIKaMy, U HUKAKUX MPU3HAKOB
napaHoOpMaJbIIMHBI BOKPYT HE HaOmonanock. BckounB Ha HOTH, g mpobeskanach Mo KBapTupe, HO
HUYEro MOJO3PUTEIBLHOTO HE YBUJIENA: MOJIBOEPT TaK U CTOSUI, OKHUJIasi MOETrO BHUMAaHUs, KOp3UHA
C TPSA3HBIM O€NbeM, KPY)KKa C HEIOMUTBIM 4YaeM. ... YTo npoucxoaut?!

S mpucena Ha cTyn W BCayliajgach B TUIIMHY. MOXeT, MHE 3TO IPUCHWIOCH? Bce, HaunHas C
MOMEHTA, Korjia s cooupanach Ha BeuepuHky? HyxHo uaru k CumoHe, Toraa Bce MposicHUTCA. S
HaJesa XajlaT ¥ BbIUIAa B moabe3d. boxke, kak crpamHo... Heyxxenn Acmonent — 3TO BCEro JIMIIb
TIJIOJ MOETO BOOOpaKEHUS?

JIBEpb OTKPBLI €€ OTEL.

— 4 Bac ciymaro, KpacaBulia, — BEXKJIMBO, HO HE TEPIEIUBO TOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH.

— 3-3-3... 3apaBctByiiTe... A CuMoHa JoMa? — copocuiia si, CTapasich HE 3auKaTbCs OT
BOJIHCHUS.

— Her, ona yexana B Ilosbiry, k 6a0ymike. 51 Mmory Bam 4eM-HUOY/Ib TOMOYb?

— Her. Cnacu0o0... A kakoe cerofHs Yucio? — BBIPBAJIOCH Y MEHS U S CTYIICBAJIACH.

— CeMHajaToe uioJis, — MYKUYMHA YJIMBICHHO MPUIIOIHSIT OPOBH.

— U3BuHUTE, — 5 mwarnyia Ha3zan. — Jlo cBugaHus.

OHn, HaBepHOE, PEIIMII, YTO I HE B cebe.

— Jlo cBugaHus.

OH 3aKkpbUl [IBEpb, BCE €Il MOMISAAbIBAS HA MEHS C MOAO3PEHHUEM, a 3aJyMajach. 3HAYMT,
cerofHs ceMHasiaroe... Ha BeuepuHky s coOupanach mecTHaIIAToro... Toraa, uik Bpems B Ay
WJIET HE TaK, KaK Ha 3€MJIe, WJIM MHE JEHCTBUTEIBHO BCE€ 3TO MNPUCHWIOCH. B kBapTupe
HAaCTOMYMBO 3aTPE3BOHMUI TeIe(dOH, U s ToMYaaach 0OpaTHO JOMOM.

— Ané, kpacotka! Tel mouemy BUE€pa Ha BEUEPUHKY HE SIBUWJIACH? — TOJIOC MOAPYTH, 3Bydall
€lIe HE COBCEM Tpe3BO. Buanmo, npa3gHuk Bce-Taku yuaics. — bwuto Beceno! TaM pacxakuBanu
Takue sk3eMIusipbl! KcTaru, onnH U3 HUX ceilyac IIIeeTcs B MOel BaHHE! — 3axuxuKaia oHa. —
Ané-é...

— Jla-na, 51 cibliny Te0s... — paccesiHo NpoTsHya s. — JlaBail CO3BOHUMCS TI03Ke, U Thl MHE
BCE pacCKaXelb?

— XopoI1o, KaK Xouelllb, — 00UJIeJIach OHA U MOJI0KUJIa TPYOKY.

Urak... Uto? Huuero He moustHO. Bo3M0OXkHO, s 1 mpaBaa 3acHyna. I MHe npuBHAEIOCH BCE
OT Hauvajga M 10 koHma. Kak g1 x CuMOHE 3a mjarbeM Xoauiaa, Kak MeHsS AcCMOIed 3aranmil B
ManmHy... Acmonei... T'ocmomm, Torga 3TO OBUT caMblii pPEaMCTUYHBIA COH, KOTOpPBIH MHE
MPUIILIOCH YBUIETH!

* % Thl BepHYI AEBYIIKY JoMOM? — JI101l cepbe3Ho cMOTpen Ha AcMofies, CU/i HalpOTHUB
HETO0, 32 JUIMHHBIM CTOJIOM. — OTO JIYUIEE PEIICHUE B TBOEM CIIydae.

— [a, a1 3Har, — NOpOIUIO YKE HECKOJBKO JYHHBIX CYTOK, a CEpAUE JEMOHA BCE E€IIE



KPOBOTOYMJIO OT 3TOW PaHBL.

— ThI 1OJDKEH MOHUMAaTh, YTO 3TO HE MPHUBEIO OBl HU K 4YeMy XopoleMy, Momu... — yxe
Mmsrde ckazan Jlrouudep u Bcran. OH mojpoIien K KaMUHY U TOBEPHYICSA K JEMOHY CIIMHOM, TSI
Ha OroHb. — S X0o4y cIPOCUTH TEOSI.

— O uewm, Jlron? — AcMojeit He XOTell HU TOBOPUTh, HU CIIBIINIATh, HU JIaXKe JBUTAThCs. EMy
HY)KHO OJIMHOYECTBO.

— Kak 3T0 — 4yBCTBOBaTh TAKOE K YKEHIIMHE?

Acmoelt MeJIeHHO MO T1a3a Ha Jlrouudepa:

— Kak Oyaro w1 magaenis B mpoBai Beurasix Myk u Tebe 3T0 6€3yMHO HPaBUTCH.

— W Tb1 OBI MPOJOIKUI TyJa TTaIaTh?

— He 3agymbIiBasice.

%k %k ok

AcCTapoT Jiexall Ha KYIIETKE KPAacHOIO JIepeBa, CTOSBIIECH B aJlbKOBE KaMEHHOMW JIOMKUH, C
KOTOPOM OTKpBIBAJICS NIMKApHBIA BUJ Ha Aja, U nuil BUHO. OH ObUI MOX0X Ha OOJBIIOTO
IpaIMo3HOTO Jeonap/a, JEHUBO PACKUHYBILETOCS Ha TOJICTOM BeTBU. [[eMOH Obul pa3jpakeH u
BO30YXJIeH ofHOBpeMeHHO. OH XOTen 3Ty JIEBYNIKY M OOJIbIlle HE XeJal KJaTb. Ero myxkckoe
JOCTOMHCTBO MOCTOSIHHO HAXOJUJIOCh B COCTOSIHUU 0€3yMHOTO HANIPSKEHUSI, KOTOPOE HY>KHO ObLIO
cHATh. [lepBbIil pa3, KOHEYHO, OH cjejana Obl 3TO ¢ HeW OBICTPO, YTOOBI yOpaTh 3TO Y)KacHOE
BO30Y)KJICHHE: 3aCTaBUII Obl €€ CTarhb Ha KOJIEHKHU, BBITHYTh CIIMHY W, HaKOHEII, IOYyBCTBOBATh €€
TOpsYYI0 U MOKPYIO, IBUTAsICh B HEM Bce ObICTpee U ObIcTpee. .. A mociie, T1o0ui Obl €€ MEeIJICHHO U
CJaJIKO, JOJITUE Yachl HE BBITYCKAs U3 MOCTENH.

AcTapoT BO30OyIMJICS HE Ha IIYTKY. DTU CLIEHBI, KOTOPbIE OH MPOKPYYHBAJ B TOJIOBE, JIOBEIU
ero mo npenena. — bponu! Hememienno uan croga! — 3apeBen OH, U 4epe3 HECKOIBKO MHUHYT
nepesl HUM BO3HUKIJA €ro CIyKaHka. — 3allMUCh 3THUM... — OH HEOPEXHO IOKa3al Ha CBOIO
BOCCTABIIYIO MJI0Th. — [lleBenucs!

VY nuBuTENBHAS UCTOPUS OT MIMKAPHOTO aBTOpa DBHI [ puHepc!

S Bcerma cuuTana CBOIO JKM3Hb CKYYHOHW W OOBIIEHHOM, KaXJbIH JEHb MNPUXOAHIOCH
BBDKMBAaTh B pyTHMHE. Tak XOTE€NOCh MOMACTh B CKa3Ky... CTOMIIO OAWH pa3 KPENKO YIapUThCA
roJIOBOM, KaK CBEPIIMJIOCH TO, O YeM S JaKe MeUTarb HE CMeJia: Terneph s HeOOBIKHOBEHHAasI
KpacaBulla U Oymyiiasi KOpojeBa, 3a MOE CepJille TOTOBbI CPa)KaThbCs JIBOE MPEKPACHBIX MYKUMH.
OnHako, OT cyabObI HE yOexarb, OHa HACTUTHET TeOs U B IpyroM mupe. JKenana npuKIFOUEHUNT —
nonyyu cnoyiHa. Hy, a xak Bel xoTenu? Cka3ku, OHM TOXe pasHble ObBatoT... Ho mos ¢
00s13aTeILHBIM CYACTIMBBIM (PUHAJIOM, 51 yBEpPEHaA.
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Acmogeit mokunyn Jlroma eme 6oee 37bIM, YeM MpHIlea K HeMy. HoBble 4yBCTBa Tep3aiu €ro,
KaK roJjiogHas cobaka KOCTb, MU y HEro He ObUIO CHJI CIPaBUThCA ¢ HUMH. Jlaxke ero BeuyHas
JEMOHHMYECKass MYJIPOCTh ObUIa He crmocoOHa moMoub eMy. OH J0KeH ObUT HAaXOAUTHCS PSAIOM C
HeM, mycTh AaXke 3TO OyJIET TOJBKO HOUbIO, BEllb ObITh COBCEM 0€3 Hee — PaBHOCHJIHBHO CMEPTH.
Acmoziel BEpHYICS B 3aMOK, yIajJl Ha KpOBaTh, KOTOpas €Ile XpaHWJa 3amnax [aHu, U YTKHYJICA
JIUIOM B MMOAYIIKH, L[aparas [ETUHOW TOHKUN aTJiac.

CKJIoHsJICA HAJl TBOEH ITOCTENBIO,

JIpIXaHWe TBOE JIOBUI. ..

YKpBIBIIMCH KPBUIbSIMU, S TIJIAKAJL,

N bora sipocTHO MOIWII:

Tr1 3a0epu Moe GeccmepThbe!

Ornait MHe xeHmHy! Otaai 11000Bb!

Ho rposHsiii bor oTBepr moe npoueHbe:

Tet — Jlemon! U TBOE npr3BaHbE — KPOBB!

S nanan ¢ HeOa, KPbUIbS PBAJ U IIAKAII,

Tepsin co3HaHbe OT JTIOOBH. . .

Ho numb nepkoBHBIN BOCK B €€ JIaJIOHU Kamall,

Sl — HeuuncTs. Jlydie MHE yUTH.

CKJIOHUBIIHMCH TIEpeT 00pa3zamu,

Omna ObUIa MpeKpacHa Kak MUPaK,

A s 3aCTbUI B IPEJBEPUH Xpama,

Kaxk BepHBII nec, Kak TEMHBIA CTPaX.

Xoren JIn1a ee KOCHYThCH,

XOoTen yCaplaTh TUXUN B3I0X,

YBHUAETH, KAK PECHUILIBI BBEPX B3METHYTCH,

YnacTts, CMeSICh B TaXy4UU CTOT ...

W Bapyr penmBIIMCH, S IPEACTAN IIPE] HELO,

BosiHysCh, KpbLIbs OIYCTHB.

M ria3 oTHATH, C €€ Iulia He cMes,

YBugen cTpax u cpa3y OTCTYNUIL.

S B3BUIICA B HEOO, paccekasl Ty4H,

M xamHeM moseTen K 3eMiie,

Yto0 pyXxHyTh Ha MOPCKHUE KPYyUH

N ynokouTscs Ha IHE.

Ho Bapyr ckBo3b BETEP S IPU3BIB YCIIBILLIAT

U B cepatie 3anbuiai OroHb.

— Trirne? BepHuce... S Bunena Tedst Ha KpbhIIlie,

U onrymiana Ha CBOEM JIMIIE JTaJOHb. ..

S cnpnmana TBOE AbIXAHBE,

Sl 3amedana yepHoe nepo Kpbia...

N kaxoe HE3puMOE CBUAAHBE

Sl nosiBieHus Kuana...



S — Jlemon Houm... S — IIpoxmsaTei bec...

B HOYM pOKIAEHHBIN TEMHBIM 3JI0M. ..

[Ipmkan ee K cBOEH Ipyau,

Jlackas rIsHIEBBIM KPBUIOM. ..

% %k ok

[Iponuio HECKONMBKO AHEW, a g BCE €lIe HAXOAWJIach B IMOJHOM HEBEACHHU OTHOCHUTEIIBHO
cBoero cHa... Mmm He cHa? Pa3Be OBIBAlOT CTOJb SBCTBEHHBIC CHOBHICHHUS, ITOXOKME Ha
BOCIIOMHUHAHUS? MHE Ka3aJ0Ch, S CONUla ¢ yMa U C KaXJbIM JIHEM, 3TO YyBCTBO CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE
cunbHee. S pucoBana. PucoBana HEMCTOBO, C KaKOH-TO OOJIBHOM CTPAcThlO, BHDKUTAIOIICH MEHS
W3HYTpPHU.

Ha monb0epTe mosBiasinch OTHEHHBIE TOPU30HTHI AJla, Ipa3AHUYHBIE KOCTPHI, KpOBaBas JIyHa
Y YEpHBIE OPXUJEHU, UYTh HE JIMIIUBIINE MEHS )KU3HU.

N3-nmog Moeil KUCTU TMOSIBISIIOCH JUI0 ACMOJEA ¢ KPAacCHBIMH Ila3aMH, W S BbLJIa HOYAMH,
cxosl ¢ yMa... OT0 ObUIO MOMOOHO OTKpOBEHUIO. Sl MOHMMaa, YTO OOJIbIIE HE MCIBITAID TAKUX
yyBCTB HUKOrga. Hu omuH MyxunHa He cpaBHuTca ¢ HMM. Takoe ObiBaeT juib pa3 B XKU3HU.
Hexotopble XHMBYT, Jaxe HE 3Has, KaKOM CHUJIbl OBIBAIOT YYBCTBA — OHU M CO3UJAIOT, U
paspymarT. MHe noBe3sio — s y3Hajna. OHM HaloOJHWIM MEHS KaK BJllara, N€peCcOXIMid HCTOYHHUK.
JKuBas u naromast )Ku3Hb. ..

K Beuepy Ha TOpH30HTE COOpalvCh Ty4d, W TAE-TO BIAJEKE CIBIIAIUCH pacKarbl rpoma,
IIOX0KME HA PhIYaHUE KAKOr0-TO OTPOMHOrO 3Beps. S BbIIMJIA CHOTBOPHOE M MpUJENIa Ha
KpOBaTh, ISl HEBUISAIIMM B3IJISJIOM B 9KpaH TEJIEBU30pa. DTO ObUT MOM €XKETHEBHBIN pUTyal —
MIEPEKUTh OYEPEIHOMN JIeHb, HAIUTHCA TA0JETOK U YCHYTh. BCKOpe BEKU CTalu TSAXKEIbIMU, a TEJIO
MOCTENEHHO paccyiabmiioch. ['00C AMKTOpa CTAHOBUJICS PAa3MBITHIM M 3By4as CIIOBHO H3JajeKa.
CocTosiHue 1oKos U OJa’)keHHOM MCTOMBI OXBaruIO MEHS MOJHOCTBIO, U 51 YCHY/a, CHOBAa HINA B
JIMXOPAJAOYHBIX CHAX CBOETO JEMOHA.

Korma cunbHBINA yaap CHEC MEHS ¢ KpOBaTH, S IpU3eMIIMIACh BO3Jie Oarapeu, ylnapuBIIMCh O
ee peOpucthie BIMYKIOCTH. COHHBIAH MO3r ObLT HE B COCTOSHUHU OLIEHUTH MPOUCXOIsIIee, U 5
WCIYTaHHO BIVISIBIBAJIACh B TEMHOTY, MBITAsICh Pa3msiIETh HEBUAMMOTO Hanajaroiero. Mue 0bu10
Y)KacHO OOJIBHO M CJIe3bl TPaJIOM Karwiuch 1o miekam. ['ocrionu, yto npoucxonut? Ilouemy Tak
OO0JIbHO M TPYAHO JbIIIATH?

HamrynaB kpail OQOKOHHUKA, 51 BCTalla U B CIOJIOXE MOJIHMI yBUJIENA BBICOKYIO (UTYpY, OT
KOTOPOM BESUIO BPAXK/I€OHOCTHIO U 3JIOM.

— Kro THI? — cnpocuna s, moTas cie3bl, CMEIIAHHbIE C KPOBbIO, JIBIOMICHCS U3 HOCA U HE
yIIEpKAaBIIMCh, BEIKPUKHYNA 3TO0. — KTO THI?!

— 51?7 — HacMEeNUIMBEIMA, KEHCKUHN TOJI0C MPO3ByYall PE3KO U MO-3MEMHOMY mmnsAme. — A —
Ta, KOTOpas yroctuia Te0s s10M YepHOU opxujaen. — M MHe o4eHb HEeNPUSITHO BUAETH, YTO MOU
CTapaHUs HE MPUBEJIH K KEJIaeMOMY PE3YyJIbTaTy.

— Ho 3auem? Uto TeOe Hy)KHO? — 5 MATHJIACh K OAJIKOHHOM JBEpH, HAJESACh BHICKOUUTH Ha
JIO/KUIO Y TO3BaTh HA MMOMOIIp.

— MHe HyXHO, 4TOOBI T€Os1 HE cTasio. ACMOJIeld MO, — CKa3ajla CTpallHasi TOCThs, HE CXO/s
C MeCTa, HO S YyBCTBOBAJa, UTO OHA MOXET 3a CEKYHJy OKa3arbCAd PSAOM U OINHUM JBUKCHHUEM,
MPEKPATUTH MOKO KU3Hb.

3HauuT, 3TO ObUT HEe coH! PamocTh OT ATOro OLIETOMIISIONIETO MOHUMAaHUS CMeEIAach CO
CTpaxoM M OOJIbIO.

— 1 He nmyxHa emy. OH oTmpaBwi MeHs o0parHO. Tak 4TO MOXeIh pacclabuThCs, — 5



Halllynajia py4yky JABEPH U CXKalla €€, JieJies] MOCIEAHIO HAIeXK /Ty Ha CIIaCEHHE.

OnHa XOXOTHYJa U JIEHUBO MPOU3HECIA, BBIIOXHYB Ha BHICOKOW HOTE:

— $1 nomxHa OBITH yBepeHa, 4TO MHE OoJibllle HUYEero He nmomemaer. He o060 ocTaBisATh
IpsA3HBIC MSTHA HAa CBOEM OeJibe.

OHa pBaHynach KO MHE U XOTb s yCIlella OTKPBITh IBEPb, IEMOHMIIA CXBaTHJIA MEHS 3a IIEI0 U
caaBuia ee. Ee nuimo mnpuOIM3UiIOCE KO MHE BIUIOTHYIO, M 1 Y3HaJla B HEHl Ty, KoTopas
IpYKUMaJIach K ACMOJEIO Ha ITPa3IHUKE.

JIpIxaHus He XBarayo, a OT 0€3yMHON CHJIbI 3TOTO MCYAIUS aJa, MOU MMO3BOHKH TOTOBBI ObLIN
pacchIaThCs B MOPOIIOK.

— Ob6wu3sar... O6uzar... Trl, Kak Bcerna, O4eHb )KECTOKA. .. — I0JIOC IPO3ByYasl HEOKUJAHHO,
U JEMOHHIIa, OpOCHMB MEHS, MOBEPHYIach Ha Hero. Sl MeMJIEHHO CIOJ3Jia MO CTEeHE, CTapasich
ceyaTh XOTsl Obl IIIOTOK BO3/AyXa U JAeprKach 3a ropio. boxe, kak xe 007IbHO!

— IIpoBanuBaii... 3T0 HE TBOE JIeJ10, ACTApOT! — APOCTHO BBHIILJIIOHYJIA OHA. — YX0u!

— Kak TblI cMmeens pa3roBapuBarb CO MHOM B TaKOM TOHE?! — psBKHYI ACTapoT, U OHA
OTCTYIHUJIA, CKJIOHUB roJIoBy. — ThI 3a0bL1a CBOE MECTO?!
— Hy no3Bons MHe yoOuth ee... Ilpomry TeOs... — cTpacTHO 3amentana JIEMOHHIIA,

MPKUMASICh K HEMY BceM TeloM. — S oTaamcs Tebe, cliesiaro Bce, 4To Thl 3axo4ellb... [locmoTpu
KaK IIPEKPACHO MOE TEJI0, OHO KAXKJET JacK. ..

— Tb1 He Hy)XHa MHe, — TOoJI0C ACTapoTa 3By4al HACMENUIUBO. — ODTO HE TO, YTO HYKHO
MHe. Teno — BMecTUuIIe Kylaa 0ojiee MPUTATATEIbHbIX BEIEH U, YBbI, B TBOEM CIlydyae — OHO
0€3>)KM3HEHHO KaK MYCTBIHS.

S meITanack pasmisAeTh €ro B TEMHOTE, HO TIIETHO. OHA XOPOIIO CKphIBaja €ro, HO MOs KOXka
YyBCTBOBaJIa BUOpAIIUM UCXOJIAIIME OT IEMOHA U BOJIOCKU HA HEW, CTAHOBUJIUCH JBIOOM.

— Tebe Toxke HyxHa oHa?! — 3aBonmuia OOu3ar, ¥ OT 3TOrO BOIUIS Y MEHS 3allCBEJIMIINCH
BOJIOCHI Ha TojioBe. — Kak MOXeT HpaBUTHCA 3TO YpOuauBoe, ciadoe Teno?! OHa KyCOK CMEpTHOM
IJIOTH, KOTOpBI KaHeT B Jlety m mup 3abynetr o HeM! S Bce paBHO yHMuTOXY ee! Jlronmudbep
orMMeT MeHs!

OHa MOJTHHEHOCHO KMHYJIach KO MHE, HO KaK TOJIbKO €€ MaJIbI[bl CHOBA KOCHYJIUCh MOETO
ropJia, ACTapoT MOSIBUJICS U3 TEMHOTBI U C XPYCTOM OTOPBAJI €11 TOJIOBY.

Teno AeMOHMIBI yHajao Ha MOJ U 3a0UJIOCh B KOHBYIBCHSX, @ Y€pEe3 MHUHYTY BCIBIXHYIIO
XOJIOHBIM IUIAMEHEM U MPEBPATHIIOCH B nemnei. ['01oBa Toxke pacceinanachk B Ipax, OCTaBUB MOCIIE
ce0s1 cepyro Kyuky. Bce 3To BbIHECTIO TOPHIBOM BETpa B paCcHaxHYTYyH0 OAJKOHHYIO JIBEPh U JIUIIIb
3amax MajJieHOW MepCTH, HAIOMHUHAI O CTPAIHOW TocThe. HepeanpbHo OombInas gyHa 3arisHyla B
OKHO, OCBEH@As MOE€ CKOPYCHHOE TEJIO U CUIYdT JEMOHA, B KOTOPOM YYBCTBOBAJIACh
HaNnpsHKEHHOCTb.

AcTapoT pacnpaBuJl IUIEYH U MMOBEPHYICS KO MHE. ETro mia3za BCIBIXHYIM B TEMHOTE, TOXOXKHUE
Ha yIJIM B KaMHUHE M OT €ro MPUCYTCTBUS, MHE CTAJIO CTpalHee, yeM oT pyk Ob6uzar. Bo3ayx B
KOMHATE CTaJl INIOTHBIM KaK KHUCEIb, B KOTOPOM MPOCKAKUBAIM Pa3psiabl JIEKTPUUYECTBA.

— Hy 31paBcTByl, MOst HEXKHas po3a. Thl pajga BUIAETh MEHS?
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OHa Monyana U CMOTpeJia Ha HEro UCIyTaHHbIMU I1a3aMu. BeTep, BppIBatolMiicsi B KOMHATY,
MMOJIHUMAJI €€ CBETJIBIE BOJOCH, U OHM OPEOJIOM OKPYXKajlud €€ MUJIOE€ JIUIO. ACTapoT BAPYT
BCIIOMHWJI HE0O W BpeMEHa J0 MaJieHHs] — CBETSIIMECs OpeoJibl, Oeible KpbUlbs... JleByika
MOX0’Ka Ha aHrejia ¥ OT 3TOTO eMY ellle OOJIbIe XOTEJIOCh €€ «MaJeHUs», YTOObl OHA TTOMYNHUIACH
€ro TEMHOTE U IPUKJIOHUJIA TIepEe]l HUM CBOIO OCJIOKYPYIO TOJIOBY.

— Thl HE O4YEHBb TOCTEMPUUMHA K TOCTIO, KOTOPBII TOJBKO YTO cnac Te0si OT CMEPTU, — OH
OTJIAZEIICS U TIpUCEN B HEOOJBINOE, ele, HaBepHoe, 0a0ymKuHO Kpecio. — MHe KaKeTcs, ThI
JOJKHA JKUTh B OOJiee TOCTOMHBIX YCIOBHSX. Y MEHS €CTh KBapTupa B IleHTpe. ECTh NeHbrwu,
KOTOpBIE 5 TOTOB TPATUTh HA TEOsI.

— MHe HpaBUTCS MOSI KBapTUpPa U MHE HE HYXKHBI JICHbI'M, 3TO HE IIABHOE IUJII MEHS, —
OTBETHUJIA OHA XPUILIBIM TOJIOCOM M MPOKAILIIIACh. — 3a4€M ThI 3/1€Ch?

— 4 npuen 3a ToO0O, Kak TOJIBKO y3HaJ, 4TO AcMoJiel oTiipaBuil Te0si 00paTtHo. Pa3Be s He
npeaynpexaan Tedia? — OH TOBOPWJI JIEHWBO U CIHOKOWHO, HO 3TO ObUIO OOMaHYMBOE
CIIOKoMCTBUE. — A 4TO miaBHOE Jji Te0s1? CUaeTh B 3TOM HUIIETE U JICJNEATh HaACK bl HA BEUHYIO
J11000Bb?

ACTapoT ¢ YIOBOJILCTBHEM HAOIIOA 3a €€ Ieyaliblo, KOTOopasl BIOJIHE MOINA CTarb TEM
TOJTYKOM, KOTOPBIN MPUBEIET JEBYIIKY K HEMY B OOBSTHA.

— Acmogei. .. — Havasa ObUIO OHA, HO OH pa3/Ipak€HHO MaxHyJ PYKOH.

— I'me on? YUrto-To s He BUKy ero! Moxet, oH copsitaics? AcMoneu, Ipyr MO, Belaun! —
AcCTapoT HauMHaJ 3JUThCS, U ero MepucTodeabckas BHEIHOCTb, POSBISIACH €Ie CUIbHEE. —
OH He nipuaeT. Thl JOKHA IPUHATH 3TO U YCIIOKOUTHCS. ThI pa3aenuiia ¢ HUM MOCTENb?

JleMOH HampsKEHHO BIVISIICINICS B €€ JIMIO U TOHsUT Bce 0e3 cnoB. [lommokoTHHK Kpecina ¢
TPECKOM CIIOMAJICS TOJ €r0 PYKOW, U MEJIKHAE IIENKH NOChINAINCh Ha KoBep. Tak u ecth! OH Bce-
TaKHu nouMmern ee!

— Hy Huyero, Mos HexxHast po3a, s COTPY BCE, UTO OH YCHEN OCTaBUTh. Bckope ThI Oynenib
AyMarTh JIMIb 000 MHE, — ACTapoTy XOTeNOCh MPsIMO ceilyac 3aBaliuTh €€ B KPOBaTh U J10Ka3aTh,
YTO OH CMOXKET 3aCTaBUTh €€ KpU4Yarb OT CTpacTu. — [IpOM3HOCUTH TOJIBKO MOE HUMS H
MPUKUMATBCA K MOEMY TEY.

Ho wer... Hacumme He Bxommio B ero miadbl. OH 3aaQyM4YMBO CMOTpPENT HA JICBYIIKY C
IPYCTHBIMHU [JIa3aMH M JiyMal, 4TO AcMoOfeil 00s3arebHO MOSIBUTCS 3/1eCh. Y HEro OYEHb Majio
BPEMEHU, YTOOBI BCE NTOBEPHYTh B CBOIO CTOPOHY. ACTapoT MOMAaHUJI €€ MaJIbI[EM, HO OHA TaK U
OCTaJIACh CTOSITh HA MECTE, UTHOPUPYSI €TO JKECT.

— He 3acTaBmnsiii MeHs OBITH 3J1bIM, — 3apblyajl OH U TTOMaHMII ee eie pa3. — [lomoiiau crona.
bricTpee, )xenimHa! MHe He XoueTcsl MPUUUHSTH Te0e 00JIb.

JleBylllka JBUHYJIACh B €r0 CTOPOHY, OyATO IMpeojojieBaia Kakoe-To mpensrctBue. [logoias
OJIM>Ke, OHA OCTAHOBUJIACh HA PACCTOSHUU BBITSAHYTOU PYKH U ACTapoT B3JIOXHYB, IPUTSHYI €€ K
cebe, ycaxkuBasi Ha KOJICHU.

— Ilocnymaii, yTo s xouy Tebe ckazarb, — OH yOpall BOJIOCHI C €€ IlIeU, U OHAa B3ApPOTHYIA,
pasnmpaxas ero emie cuibHee. — Ecnm Bapyr, AcMomneii Korna-HuOyIb MOSBUTCS 3€Ch, ThI TI0OJDKHA
CKa3aTh €MY, YTO XOYEIllb OCTaThCsA CO MHOM. UTO ThI cropaenis OT CTpacTH, Aymas 000 MHue... UTo
THI BIItOOJIEHA B MeHS... [loHsna?



— Her! — oHa nepHynmace, ObITasgCch BCTAaTh, HO OH YIEpXKal €e. — S HUKOIIa HE CIeJaro
sToro!

— Jla. Huaye s cxaxy Jlouudepy, uro Acmomeil coOupaercss MNOKUHYTH A H
BOCCOCIMHUTBCS ¢ ToOOM. Kak Thl aymaemns, uto Oymer? B cBere mocnemHux COOBITHH, 3Ta
uHbopmaius oynet s Jlrona mociaeaHen kamie. JleMoOH MOKeT HaBceria MOKUHYTh Al TOJIBKO
OJHOU JOPOTOH. ..

— Kakoi? — B ee mia3ax 3aropenace Hajaexaa. [ myrnenpkas.

— Toit, koTopoit ynia Oouzat, — npoumnena ACTapoT, HaCIaXIasICh €€ CTPAXOM.

JleByika mobJeiHea, 3TO OH BHACH Jake B TeMHOTE. OTINYHO.

— Jlronudep He moBepUT TebE, — MpOIIeNnTaNa OHa, U ACTapOT PacCMesIICH.

— OH paxe HEe YyCOMHHTCS B MOMX cioBaXx. B Axy Bce 3HaiH, YTO OH... — JEMOH PE3KO
3aMoJI4a’l, IOHUMasl, YTO YyTh HE CKa3aJl JINILIHEE.

— JI1oOuT MeHs. .. — 3akoHuuna TaHs u yapiOHynack. — OH JIOOUT MEHSI.

— Y0 X, 1 He Oymy jararb. Tak U ecTtb, AcMoieil BItOOJEH, U 3TO €ro Ineppas U camas
cTpammHas onmoOka. JI¥o1 He MPOCTUT eMy Takoro, — ACTapoT rOBOPHUJ BKPaIdMBO, OIYThIBasl €€
IJICHOM CBOMX CJOB. — TBI TOTOBa IIOKEPTBOBATH €r0 CYHIECTBOBAHUEM pPagud CBOETO

KpaTKOBpeMeHHOro ynoBosibcTBUs? Jlunmte noma? llonoxkenus? Xwuzuu? U BoT eme dyro...
Jlrorudep y3nan, uto Acmoseit ykpan y Hero JonuduatuT, 4ToObl n3neduTh Te0s1. O0 3ToM TyauT
Bech A1, He ycyry0isii ero mojoxkeHue erie u co0oi, Most HexXHasl po3a.

JleMOH MOYYBCTBOBaJ, Kak OHa okaMmeHena. Ee koxka crana XoJogHoHM Kak jei, OyaTo Bcs
KPOBB YIIUIa U3 3TOT0 3aMEPILETO Tea.

— Bce npoiiger... Ham OyneT xopoio... — AcTapoT 00XBaTUJ €€ TPydb U YyTh HE 3aCTOHAJ
OT TOT0, KaK €ro 4JIEH yrepcs B €€ MOMKy. — TbI 3a0yielib ero, Kak TOJIbKO MO SI3bIK OKaXKETCs B
Tebe. S yMero OCTaBIATh HACIAXK/ICHUE U Thl OI[EHUIIL MOU YMEHMUSI.

— 1 noikHa nomymarh, — JIEBYILKA BCS CXKAJIACh, OyATO HAXOAUIACh B KJIETKE C TUTPOM, UTO
O6ecuiio neMoHa ykacHo. EMy He X0Tenoch TallMTh B MOCTEINb ATy MILIOY JIbJa, C HAMPSHYKEHHBIMU
rydoamu. — XoTs Obl 3TO, 1 MOTY C/IeNIaTh?

— Yro X, nmomymail, — OH OTIYCTHJI €€ C COKAJICHUEM U IJIOXO CKPBITOM 3JI0CThIO. — Y TeOs
€CTh BpEMS JI0 3aBTPAILHETO BeUepa.

Kak TONBKO OHA COCKOJIB3HYNIA C €r0 KOJICHEH, ACTapOT MCYE3, YTOObI MOSBUTHCS HA CAMOM
BBICOKOUM rope MHpa U 3aKkpuuarh B Oe3pa3inuyHoe He0o. COBCEM HE ATOr0 OH XOTEJ, COBCEM HE
sToro. EMy xoTenoch, 4TOOBI JIeByIlIKa YyBCTBOBaJla K HEMY TO, UYTO YYBCTBYET K ACMOJEIO,
CMOTpeJia Ha HETO TaK, KaKk CMOTPUT Ha HETO, HO ACTapoT 3HaJ, YTO 3TOro HE OyIeT HUKOraa. ITO
Oecuiio ero Tak, 4YTo BHYTPU BCE TOPEIO OT HEKOHTPOIUPYEMOU SIPOCTHU. 3HAYUT, OH BO3BMET €€
0€3 3TUX POMAHTUYECKUX COIICH U BHIIJIECHET BECh THEB, HAKOMMUBIIMICS 3a 3TO Bpemsa. KTo oHa
Takasa? OObYHAS CMEPTHAS, @ OH — JKUBYIIMUA C COTBOPEHUS MUDA.
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S wucnmblTana BCIO TaMMy HETaTUBHBIX YYBCTB IOCJIE HCUE3HOBEHHUS AcTapoTa: CTpax,
HEHABUCTh, 3JI0CTh U MTOUCTUHE AJICKOE KEIIAHUE CIOXHYTh. MHE XOTEIO0Ch MJIaKaTh, HO Y MEHS HE
MOJIy4ajaoch M S MPOCTO BbUIA, KaK paHEHasl BOJMYUIIA, crpedas Ofesyi0 U MPOCThIHb MO/ COOOi.
Korma BHYTpH Bce OIMycTeno, s MPUHSIIACHK HEUCTOBO MOJHUTHCS, YTOOBI ACMOAEH HE MOSBUIICS
HuKorga. Bens nBa BapuaHTa, KOTOpbIe ObUIM y MEHS, pa3pbIBaIM CEpIIle Ha YaCTU — OTKa3arb
ACTapoTy U YHUUYTOXHUTh ACMOJEsl WJIM TIPUHSTH €ro MpeasIoKEHUE U YBUIECTH Ia3a J0OUMOro
J€MOHA, TOYYBCTBOBATh €0 JI000Bb, KOTOPAas MpUHAJIEeKAalIa TOJIBKO MHE.

NuTepecHo, capimT 1 bor, mpocammx o AeMoHax? Bo3mMoxkHO, OH celiuac CMOTPUT HA MEHS



1 B SPOCTH, MpHUAyMbIBaeT HakazaHue. M mycts. Hukakoe Haka3aHWe HE CPaBHHUTCSA C TEM, YTO s
WCTBIThIBAJIa ceidac. Bo MHe Bce ymeprno, ocTajach JHUIb 000J0YKa, JKMBasg KyKia, CO
CTEKJITHHBIMU TJ1a3aMu. UTO MOXKET OBITh CTpaIlHee 3TOro?

['po30Basi HOYL CMEHUJIACh TAKUM K€ JTHEM, a S BCe JieXkaja B KpOBaTH, HE B CUJIAX MOJHSTH
CBOE T€JIO, YTOOBI OTHECTHU €ro B AYIL J1Jisg ceOs s 1aBHO pelma, 4TO CKaxxy ACMOJICIO BCE TO, UTO
TpeboBan oT MeHsi AcTapoT. Sl He MOIVIa U HE XOTeJia PUCKOBATh €ro KU3HbI0. ECu ¢ HUM 4TO-TO
CIIy4UTCsl, 3TOro cebe s Hukorma He mnpoury. OH 3a0ydeT MEHs, Be/lb HEJIb3s MOMHUTH YEJIOBEKa
BEUHOCTH? S MOCTapero ¢ MBICISIMU U BOCIIOMUHAHUSMHU O HEM M YIOKOIOCh B CBOEU XOJIOMHOMU
KpOBaTH, OH OyleT CyIIeCTBOBaTh HECMETHOE KOJHWYECTBO BpPEMEHH, KOTOPOE COTpET
BOCIIOMUHAHUSI 000 MHe. OT 3THMX MBICJIEH CTaHOBHJIOCH OOJIBHO, HO 5Ta O00Jb JIeUMIa,
BBITPSAXMBAJIA U3 MEHSI HAMBHBIE, HecObITOUHbIe HaAexabl. "He nmpuxonu ko mue! He npuxomu!" —
MOJIUJIa sI B MYCTOTY, OTYasSHHO HaJesICh, YTO AcMojeil OoJibllle HUKOTAA HE MOSBUTCS B MOEH
JKA3HU.

Ho oH nosiBuicH. ..



I'1aBa 22

Kak Tonmpko Bedep OmycTuics Ha ropoma, Acmonei OeCIIyMHO MaTepHaln30Bajcsi B MOEH
CIIAJIbHE.

— IITnuka Mo4. .. — MpouenTai OH, U BO MHE BCITBIXHYJIM BCE 3BE3/1bI BCEIIEHHOM.

MHe X0TeNI0Ch KUHYThCSl K HEMY, PacIjlakarbCsl Ha 3TOW MHUPOKOU TPYJIU U MOTEPATHCS C HUM
B KaKUX-HUOY/Ib HEBEJOMBIX MUPAX.

— AcMozen... — TmpouenTaiia s, OpPOTATMBasg PYKU, HO JaKE NaJblleM HE YyCIela
MIPUKOCHYTHCS K HEMY.
— 31paBCTBYH, APYyr, — C yKacoM, s HaOJIromana, Kak U3 BaHHOW BbIXOMUT Actapot. Her...

Tonbko He Tak! ITO KeCTOKO!

Kak on Tam oxa3zancs?! JlemoH ObUT aOCOMIOTHO TOJIBIM M MEUICHHO OOMarhIBajd Oejapa
nosioreHneM. ['axg... Kakoi xe raj...

Jlumo AcMmojest moTeMHeIo OT THeBa U 00i1u. SI cMoTpea Ha HETO U XOTeJla yMEpETh.

— UYro ThI 371€Ch Aenacnb? — TIKET0E JIbIXaHUE CO CBUCTOM BBIPHIBAJIOCH MEXK]Ty CTUCHYTHIX
3y0oB ieMoHa. — OtBeyaii!

— Omna BbIOpana MeHs. DTO KOoHell, AcMoieil, — AcTapoT NOJOIIE] KO MHE M OOHSI 3a
TaJII0, BIMBASCH MaJdbl[aMU B MOIO IUIOTh M MPUYMHSAS 00Jb. Sl 4yBCTBOBaJIa OCIIEHBIA CTYK €ro
Cep/lia 1 )KyTKO XOTeja BBIPBATh 3TO KECTOKOE ceprle U3 Oe3ayIHON TpyIu.

— CKaxu MHE 3T0, — KpacHbIe ma3a AcMoesl Ka3alloCh, MOTYXJIA, KOTJa OH IMTOCMOTPEI Ha
MeHs. — Ckaxu, TaHsi, 4TO ThI BHIOMpPAEIIb €T0.

S Bugena, yTo OH OOSJICA CMOTPETh Ha MEHs, OOsUICS TOrO, YTO OH MOT YBHJAETh B MOUX
mazax. B moel aymie Bce mepeBOpavyrmBaioch, HO MOE JIMIIO OBLJIO CIIOKOWHBIM, YTO CTOMJIO MHE
OTPOMHBIX YCUIIUH.

— OH TOBOPUT TpaB.y, 5 BbIOpasia €ro, — MOMW T'0JIOC HE JAPOTHYI, KOT/A S TPOU3HOCUIIA 3Ty
MEP3KYIO JIOKb.

— S mobmro Tebs1, — ykacHas 001b TIJIeCKagach B riaazax AcMoes..

— $1 BeIOUparo ActapoTa, — cKaszaja s, IPOIIOTUB KOJIOYUNA KOMOK, C)KUMAIOIIMI ropio. —
OH MHE HYXEH.

— Tr1 yBepeHa? — AcMofel Ckajl KyJaKu, €ro Ipyb BHICOKO MOAHUMANIack. — [loBTOpH e1e
pas.

— OHa yxe ckazanma Tebe... — mpoumiesa ACTapoT, HO JEMOH OKHUHYI €ro JeJsHbIM
B3IJISIZIOM.

— 3aTtkHuCch, Actapot! — AcMojelt ObUT MOX0XK Ha paHEHOTrO JibBa. — S TOBOPIO HE ¢ TOOOM.

— Ma, s moxoka Ha TBoux Jjomanei. CrumkoM cBOOOMOMIOOMBas U HOPOBHUCTAS,
oTueTsMBO npousHecna s, 4yToosl oH Y CJIBIIIIAJL mensa. — [losToMy Moe MHEHHUE TTOMEHSUIOCH. §
CTPAacCTHO eyar Acrapora.

— Xopoio, — AcMojeil B MOCJIEAHUN pa3 MOCMOTPENT Ha MEHSI U €ro rjia3a CTajld IMOYTH
yepHbIMU. Yepes ceKyHy OH ucues.

— Mounonen, — AcTapoT pa3BepHYI MeHsl K ce0e M MollesioBas B TYObl. — S 3HaJ, 4TO ThI
Oyzelb yMHULICH.

— V¥ MeHs ecThb k TeOe omHa mpoch0a, — 51 OTOINIA OT HEr0 Ha HETHYIMXCS HOTaxX W Ipucena
Ha KpOBaTh, YyBCTBYS, UTO BHYTPHU BCE yMepJio. MHE ObLIO BCE PaBHO.
Ho s mokHa Obuia onjiakaTh CBOIO JTHO0OBB.



— S caymar Tebs, — ACTapoT CIOXWJI Ha rpyaud OOJbIIME PYKH M €ro mia3a ONacHo

OJIeCHYIH.

— Jlaii MHe BpeMs. Sl He MOry... — Hadajia s, HO OH IPEepBaJI MEHs, PE3KO IIarHyB B MO0
CTOPOHY.

— Tpu Henenn, — AEMOH MOIHSII MOE JIMIO 32 MOA0OPOAOK. — Y TeOsl €CTh TpU HEIEINH.

[Tocne aToro s npuay u TpaxHy TeOst Ha 3Toi KpoBaTu. Thl Oyzelb paja BUIETh MEHSI U CrOparh OT
ctpactu. [Ja?

— Jla, — oTBeTHMNA 5, U OAMHOKAS CJe3a CKaTWJIACh IO MOEH IIEKE.

— Hy 4r1o0 %k, ocTaBisito TeOs pbIaTh MO TPAyPHbIE MAPIIM, — OH HATHYJCA U JIM3HYJ MHE
ryobl. — Jlo BcTpeun, Mosi HexXHasl po3a.

KomHara omycrena, HO s OIycTesna paHblIe.
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AcMojelt BphIBaJICSl B TIapajuleibHble MUPBI BceeHHOM, myTasich BO ThME U CBETE, B MBUTH U
BOJIIHBIX MTOTOKax. Ero cepaie He B30pBajioch oT 00iH, HET... OHO B3pPBHIBAIOCH KAXKIYI0O MUHYTY,
MPUYUHSSA €My HEMBICIUMbIE MyKU. Bce 3510€e U 3BepuHOE, 4TO ObUIO B HEM, OOpaTUIIOCh MPOTUB
HEro, MOJHUMASACh U3HYTPHU KEJTaHHEM yOuBarh W pazpymiarb. OOeccuieB OT mepeMelleHU, OH
BEPHYJICSA B AJl, TOKPBITHIN MbUIBIO U IPS3bI0, MPEBPATUBIIMCH B KCUYAIUE TOTO MUPA, KOTOPBIA ObLIT
€ro IOMOM. ..

— Hy BoT u 1B, Momu... — mnedanbHbl TONOC Jltoma ObUIO TIEpBOE, YTO OH YCIBIIIAIL.
AcMmonielt TONHSUT TJa3a U HCHOIO0bS TOCMOTPEN Ha JIEMOHOB-CTPaKHHUKOB, OKPY)KaBILIMX
Jrouudepa. — Ilo 3akoHaM Aja Thl OyAelllb 3aKJIIOYEH MO CTPaXKy U JIOCTaBIEH B MOA3EMEIbE
CMEPTHUKOB.

— 3a 4yT0? — mpoxpunesn AEMOH, HO Ha €ro JIMIE He JIPOTHY/, HU OfAuH MYCcKyl. Emy ObU10
BCE€ PaBHO.

— S momo3pesato, uTo T youn Obuzar, — JIro1[ BIISABIBAIICS B CBOETO APYra, A XOTh U4TO-
TO B 3TUX MEPTBBIX IJ1a3aX. — W ThI B35UT TO, UTO MPUHAIEKUT MHE. Jltounpruanur.

— OOwuzar mepTBa? — JIETKOE YIMBIECHHE CKOJB3HYIO 1o juiy Acmones. — Tyma el u
nopora.

— Tl X04ens ckazaThb, yTO He youBan ee? — JIror mpunogHsii1 6poBb. — KTo ke Torna?

— 1 ne younan ee. U He 3HAI0, KTO TO CJieliall, — HEBECEJIO0 YCMEXHYIICS 1eMOH. — Ho roTor
M0XaTh €EMY PYKY.

— S "e Bepto Tebe. Tonbko ThI kenan el cMeptu, — Jlromudep oTBEpHYICS U HATPABUJICS K
KOHIO, OTJIaB MPHUKA3 XOJOJAHBIM T0J10cOM. — B34Th ero.

CTpa)XHUKU CKPYTHJIM HECONPOTHUBISIONIETOCS KHS3S1 W PACTBOPUIUCH B Bo3ayxe. JIrom
3alpBITHYA Ha JIOUIA]h, HO €r0 JIMIO OBbLIO 3aAyMYMBBIM M CEPbhE3HBIM, KOTIAa OH OMISHYJICS Ha
MATHO NEPEXOJA. . .
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AcMoziel, CKIIOHUB TOJIOBY, CHJIEIT B YIITy CBIPOM TECHOM KaMePbI, C ITOTOJIKOB KOTOPOM Kamasia
BoJa. B ymiax cobupanack CeIpocTh M IpoOupana A0 KOCTEH, MPOHUKAs IJIECEHbI0 B Jierkue. Ero
3aMsCThsl CKOBBIBAJIM TSKEJbIE KaHJalbl, HO JEMOH, Ka3ajloch, HE 3ameuan ux. ['ycras meruHa
MpeBpaTuiiach B KOPOTKYIO Oopomy, a OeloCHExHas TyHHKa Oblia cepoil OT rpsizu. Temepb OH
MMOHUMAJI, YTO KOIIIMap, MOBTOPSIIOIIMICA KaXAYI0 HOUb — MPENOCTEPErai €ro... 3eMJisl IPUHECET
eMy ctpananusi. boprba ¢ 11000BBIO HE MO CUIy Aaxke AeMoHY. OH CMOTpeN B MOJ U JIyMall,

TyMall. ..
Kak? Kak ona momia tak moctynuTh? OH BUJIEN €€ Ila3a, OH YyBCTBOBaJ, KakK ObETCS €e



cepale, Kak OHa APOXKUT OT cTpacTu K Hemy. K Hemy, He k AcTtapoty! Ilo 3akonaM Ania ero Ka3Hsr,
a mpax passeroT Haj I[IpoBamom Beunsix Myk. Ho 3T0 ero coBepmieHHo He 3a0otuiio. Jlydiie
YMEpPETh, YUeM HCHBITHIBATh TaKyl0 007b. OH CHOBa W CHOBa MPOKPYYUBAI TMOCJIEIHIOI CIIEHY C
Taneli 1 BcmoMuHaN UX pasroBop: «f BeIOMparo Acrtapota... Jla, s moXo)ka Ha TBOUX JIOIAJCH.
CinunikoM cBOOOI0JIFOOMBAas M HOPOBHCTAs, MOITOMY MO€ MHEHHE MOMEHSIOCh. S BBIOMpalo
Actapota.»

OH cxall KYJIak¥, ¥ LE€NU Ha €ro 3aIsiCThsIX 3a3BCHENH, BIIMBASICh B KOKY OCTPHIMHU IIMIIAMH.
Ho mouemy ona BcmomHuina o ero jomansax? K yemy oHa 3TO ckazama? AcCMOAEd BIPYT
BO30YXJCHHO TTOMHSIICS, TShKeI0 nbima. Yto-to 0bu10 HEe Tak... OH uro-TO ymyctui. Ho uro? Ero
MOTYCKHEBIIME TJ1a3a CHOBA BCIIBIXHYIM KPACHBIM U OH OYJITO HAasIBy YCJIBIIIAT €€ TOHKHUN TOJIOCOK:
"- Pacckaxu MHE O CBOMX Jiomaasx. ¥ Teds ux MHoro? — Ilare, He cuutas Yepra. OHU OueHF
HOPOBUCTHIE, — AcMojiel ynbIOHYICS. — CIUIIKOM CBOOOTOJIIOOMBBIE M 'y KaXJOM CBOM TSDKEIIbIM
xapakTtep... Ho oHu m1004T MEHS M1 HUKOTJ]a HE OCTaBAT."

Nx nocnegnuii pazrosop... Yept! Kak ke on Henpoxogumo miyn! Ero nTuyka xorena 3TUM
CKa3arb, 4TO OHA JIIOOUT ero! 3HauuT, ACTapOT 4YeM-TO Hamyraja €€, U KOrja OHa rOBOpHUJa, YTO
BBIOMpAaEeT ACTapoTa, BCHOMHMIIA O JIOMAAX ACMO/Ies U MONbITallach HAMEKHYTh emy... [ nmynerr!

— Crpaxa! — 3apeBell OH, M 3XO €ro XYyTKOro peBa OTOUIOCH OT KaMEHHBIX CTEH
TeMHuIbl. — MHue HyxeH Jlromudep! Hememnenno!!!
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MHe He XBarwiio Obl M >KU3HU, YTOOBI OIJIAKaTh CBOIO JII0OOBH K ACMOJICI0, a TPU HEJEIH,
"momapeHHble" MHE ACTapoOTOM, MPOJIETEIN KaK OAUH MUT. DTHUM BEYEPOM OH IPHUJET, YTOOBI
B35ITh TO, YEro TaK JaBHO jAoOuBaics. [lo MHe MOMON3JIM Mypallkud CcTpaxa, I'paHUYaIero ¢
nanukoil. [locnenHio0 HEAeno MO€ CaMOYYBCTBUE YXYALIMJIOCH HACTOJBKO, YTO S CIOJ3aJia C
KpOBaTH, YTOOBI BBIBEPHYTh B YHUTA3 TO, UTO TaK CTaparelibHO 3aluxuBaiia B ce0s. S moxynena, u
JUIIb TOPAIIE HE3J0POBBIM OJECKOM IMla3a eule Jejald MEHsS IMOXOXKEW Ha KMBOIO 4YeJIOBEKa.
3epkasio OBUIO CaMbIM CTpPAIIHBIM HMCHBITAHUEM IJIs MEHsS. [Js1eTh Ha CBOE OTPaKCHUE MHE
MPUXOANIOCH CKpens cepaie. S JomxkHa Obljia IPUTOTOBUTHCS. . .

Korna nyHa 3amisiHylia B MO€ OKHO, B KOMHAre nosiBuiica AcTapoT. Ero HeTeprieHue 4uTaioch
B PE3KHX JBHXKEHUSIX PYK UM PACUIMPEHHBIX B MPEABKYIICHWH, 3padykoB. OH CMOTpEN Ha MEHS,
CHUJICBIIIYIO 3a TYaJIETHBIM CTOJIMKOM, C AaKKypaTHO pacyeCaHHBIMU BOJIOCAMH, CJIErKa
HaKpalleHHBIMUA PECHUILIAMU U YYTh TPOHYTHIMU PO30BBIM OJIECKOM, TyOaMH.

— Yro ¢ T000i1, MOSl HEKHAsl po3a? — OH ObUI SIBHO YIMBIEH MOUM BHJAOM. — TbI XOuellb
BbI3BaThb BO MHE OTBpaieHue? 3ps... Y TeOs 310 He moiyduTcsa. TBos XymoOa aake HpaBUTCS
MHE. ..

Moe cepame Oyxayio B rpyad OTOOWHBIM MOJIOTOM, KOTJIa OH CTaj IMPHUOIMXKAThCSI KO MHE,
XUIIHO YJBIOAsCh.

— CuHumu xanar... Jlaii MHe TOCMOTpETh Ha T€OsA... — €ro rojioc COpBaJICs Ha XpHI, a
KpacuBOE JIUIIO MPUOOPEIIO BRIPAKEHUE 3BEPS MEPE/I MPHIKKOM.

S 3akphUia T1a3a ¥ TPUTOTOBUIIACH K CMEPTHU. TabMeTKU, BBHIMUTHIE MHOIO IMSATHAAAaTh MUHYT
Ha3aJ, HAUMHAaJIMu JeHCTBOBATh.

— OcrtaHoBUCH, ACTapoT.

S ¢ TpynoMm monHsuIa y)Ke CBUHIIOBbIE BeKH. KoMHara kpyXuiach nepea MOUMU IJIa3aMH, HO
Jlronudepa s y3Hana cpasy. ACTapoT U3yMJICHHO 3aMep, U €r0 CKYJIbl 3aJIBUTAJIUCh B TIPUCTYIIC
OelleHCTBa.

— JIrouep???

— OH caMblii, — MYy)XUHMHa MOJOIIEeN KO MHE M BCTal psiaoM. — Yiimuchb. OHa He Oyner
TBOEH.

— Ilouemy?! — 3apbIyan 7eMoH, IepeBOAs B3IJIA ¢ Hero Ha MeHsa. — OHa BbIOpasna MeHs!

— Omna xpaer pebOeHka oT Acmones, — CIHOKOMHO ckazan Jlwon. — ManeHnbkoe,
JEMOHHYECKOE CYIIECTBO. Sl MOYYBCTBOBAJ €r0, KaK TOJIBKO MOSBUICS 37eCh. Kak-HUKaK s oTell
BCEX Bac.

Mens cioBHo ynapuia monnus. boxe! Pebenok Acmonest ymper BMecte co MHoM! Kak ke s
HE Jiorajanach 0O CBOEM MoJioKeHUH, 1ypa! Bee jxe ObUio HaCTONBKO SIBCTBEHHO!

— Het! — B3peBen AcTtapoTt, U €ro rjia3a CTajld CBETUThCS TAKUM >KYTKUM CBETOM, UTO S
cHoBa 3axmMypunack. — Het!!!

— 1 Bcerna Bepuil B Hally JIpyx0y, — KOIJa s yclbllliajia rojJoc AcMozes, TO CO3HAaHHUE YKe
NOKUAAJIIO MEHSA, HO s yCIeJa YBUAETh €ro 3apociiee OOpoaoll JUIO M TO, KaK OH ynapui
Actapora. — Tbl MHE HE CONIEPHUK, ACTH.

— Hy nouemy e... — AcCTapoT BBITEp KPOBb C JIUIA U YIBIOHYJICS XUIIHO U 3710. — S Mory
caenarh Tebe 04eHb OOJIBHO.



JIeMOHBI CBUPENO CMOTPEIIU IPYT Ha APYra, a sl ObITaIach yAepkKaTh yoeraruiee CoO3HaHue.

— 51 yobto Te0s1, — mpoummnen ACMOIeH.

- MBI He yMHpaeM B ApaKax, — MPE3PUTENBHO YCMEXHYICS ACTapoT. — MOXKET, ThI Jy4lle
npeirHens B [IpoBan Beunbix Myk? Torga neByiika JoCTaHETCS MHE.

JIeMOHBI TOYTH PhIYAIH, TSI APYr Ha JIpyra, UX MYCKYIHUCTBIE Tena Oyrpuiuch. VX 3510CTh
CTaJIa IOYTHU OCSA3aEMOM. ..

AcTapoT MOCMOTpPE Ha MEHS U MPUIIOTHSIT OPOBH, €r0 OCKal OOHAXXUJI OKPOBABJICHHBIE 3YObI:

— Kak Tl MoOma ycToSATh NEpeao0 MHOM, MOS HEXHas po3a? S He Tak KpacuB, Kak
Acmopeit? Sl mor Obl Te€Osl JOCTAaBUTH K 3BE€3/laM M 3aCTaBUTh OXPUITHYTh OT KPUKA, KOHYAS MO0
MHoOM. Ho TBI OTBEpria MeHs.

— S mob6mo Acmopesi... — s cinabo ynbiOHynacb. — C MepBOro B3MIANA, C IEPBOrO
MOLIEITYS. . .

— Jl1o60Bb. UTO 3TO 32 Oe3ymue, paid KOTOPOTO Bbl, CMEPTHbBIE, TEPIUTE TAKUE MYKU? —
ACTapoT KyTKO 3aX0XO0TaJl, OYTH pbiaas. — bezymiisi!!!

— Acwmo...me... ... — mpomenTtaja S W CTaja MajaTh BHHU3, MPSIMO Ha BOBpPEMs
nojicTaBieHHble pyku Jlromudepa.

— S He Mmory ymepeTh... TonbKo He celuac... — XHbIKaja s, IypsCch OT SIPKOTO CBETa U Kapa,
OMAJISIONIETO MHE JTUI0. — TOJIBKO HE cenyac...

— Tsl xuBa, U BCKOpEe OyfCIh YYBCTBOBATH C€OSl OUCHBb JaKe HEIIOX0, — HACMEIILTHBBIN

rojioc Jlrona mokaszasncs MHE caMbIM UyI€CHBIM 3ByKOM B MHUpe. — I, KOHEUHO, HE TaK BCEMOTYII],
kak Orterny Ham HeOECHBIM, HO M30aBUTH YEJIOBEKAa OT IOCJIEACTBUM IpUeMa BalllMX JOBOJIBHO
MIJIOXMX JIGKAPCTBEHHBIX MpernapaToB MOTY.

S oTkpbUIa TIa3a U C YAUBICHUEM 3aMETHUJIA, YTO HAXOXKYCh B 3aMKe ACMOJEsl BO3JE SIPKO
rOpsILIEero oyara.

— Ho kak?!

— Tenepp MHE HYXHO Jyulle caeauTh 3a Axgom, — B3goxuyn Jlomudep. — Ilotomy uTo
KaXKJass CMEpTHas, 3ayaBlliasi OT JEMOHA, CMOXET TacKaTbCs TYIa-Ciola C IMOMOIIBI CBOETO
JE€MOHUYECKOro oTnpbicka. [IpoxoiHOM qBOP, YECTHOE CIIOBO. ..

S mmpoko ynbIOHYJAach, YYBCTBYS, KaK IOJ MOEH IEKOW ObeTcsi OOJbIIOe Cep/ille MOETo
nemMoHa. OH Jepkaldl MEHs Ha pyKax, NpHXuUMas K Tpylid, U ero Oe3yMHO KpacHuBbIE IJia3a
MTOJIBIXAJIH.

— 4 yxoxy, Moau. U s Tebst ponty, faBaii 03 NPUKIIOUCHUH.

Jlron BbIIEI, U BCKOpPE 51 yCIbIIIAIa YIAISIONMICSA CTYK KombIT. KpoBaBasi TyHa 3amisHyla B
OKHO, a KaMHHU 3aMKa JOBOJBHO 3aCKpHUIIeNH, OepexHO Oarokas TOHEHBKUU CTeOeleK,
poOUBAIOLIMIICS U3 IPEBHUX TPEUIMH.

— Sl Hukorga He oTmyuyy TeOs, J000BH MOs, — mporientan Acmoaeil. S momiaguna ero
0opomy, B KOTOpOW MeAHbIE OJMKHU TEeperieTaanuch ¢ cepeOpsHbiMu. — Jlydine cropeth 3aKUBO U
ObITh pa3BessHHbIM Haj [IpoBamom Beunbix Myk, yeM HHUKOrJa HE BHUJIETh TBOETO JHIA. —
AcMojieil TPUKOCHYIICS K MOEMY KUBOTY U YAbIOHYCsl. — JIrOI[ ckasaj, 4To y Hac OyAeT JeBOYKA.

— JleBouka?! — s BIOXHYJA €r0 3aIax U JJOBOJBHO 3aKMYpPHIIACh. — IDTO XOPOII. ..

— DT0 4yno, 3a KOTOpoe s O6arogapeH Tede... — OH BCTal, AepKa MEHs Ha pyKax, MOJOIIeN
K OKHY U 3aMep, TJI/I Ha MOJIBIXaloIMi TOPU30HT.

S cMoTpena B ero riasa u 3Haja, 4YTo CAEJAl0 BCE, JIUIIb CBET B HUX HE MIOTac HUKOT/A. ..

SINJIor

— Her, JIton, Thl HE MOXKENIb CO MHOM TaK MOCTYNUTh! — ACTapoT CTOSJI BO3JIE MEpexoaa 1



peBell, KaKk MeABeb, YIUPAsICh B KPEMKUX PyKaX CTPaKHUKOB, KOTOPBIE €JI¢ yIepKUBAIU €r0. —
JlaBaii moroBopum!

— S cka3zan Bce, — Jlrouudep JaCKOBBIM IUICTTKOM YCIIOKOMJI TapIyIOIIylO Jomaab. — Tbl
JIMIIACIILCS] HEKOTOPBIX CBOMX CHJI M CChUIACIILCS Ha 3eMITI0 0€3 MpaBa BO3BPAILIATHCS B AL

— Sl He cmory 6e3 Ana!l

— Tob1 youn nomobHyro cebe! — He Bbyiepxan Jlon u moBbicui U 0€3 TOro T'POMOBOM

rojoc. — Ckaxku crmacu0o0, 4To TeOs He Ka3HUIH!

— S 3anmmman aeBymiky! — AcTtapoT 3710 npuitypuicsi. — OHa Be/ib ObUla yxke OepeMeHHa, He
tak 1? Torma mu OOu3ar neiTajack yOuTh JEMOHUYECKOE CYILIECTRBO!

— Ts1 MOT 00€3ABMKUTH €€ U MPUBECTU KO MHE, ITO BIIOJHE B TBOUX CUJIaX. ThI BBIIIE €€ IO
nosnoxxenuto, Actu! Ho Het, Tebe Hy>KHO ObUIO MOKa3arh BCIO CBOKO yAasib! — JI1o1 paspakeHHO
MaxHyJl CTpaKHUKaM, YTOObI T€ IIBBIPHYIU AcTapoTa B mepexol. — XBarut! braromapu MeHs 3a
n00poTYy, 51 TOMHIO O TBOUX 3aciyrax. [Ipomraii, AcTu.

CTpaXHUKHU BTOJIKHYJIU JIEMOHA B CBETSIIECECS MATHO, U OH C BOIJIEM SIPOCTH MCYE3 B HEM.

— OpnHa rosioBHast 606! — JI101] HAaTSIHYNT TOBOJIbSI M TIOCKAKaJl MpPOYb. — DTU CMEPTHHIE
JKEHIWHBI JIMIIAT MEHS BCEX NydlnmXx npeacrasureneit [Ipencnonnen!!!
k ok 3k

JIBa roa CIycrsi.

— Kakasa ona kpacnHommazasa! — JIron npoTsHy1 PyKy M HOIIEKOTAJI >KMBOTHUK MJIAJICHILY,
CY4YMBILEMY HOXKKamMu B KoJplOenu. — Ecium Obl HE 3TH mia3a, TO OHa ObUia Obl MOXOXka Ha
xepyBumal!

JleBouka cxBaTujia €ro 3a majell U YCTaBWJIach CBOMMHU IJIa3KaMHM B €ro rojyobie Ijiasa.
TeMHbIEe KyJIpsiIBbIE BOJIOCUKH BEHUYANIM €€ MaKYIIKy, U JIroI morinaauia ux CBOOOAHON PYKOM.

— MOKHO €€ B35Th Ha PyKU?

— IHonpoOyii, — Acmojeint ycMexHysics. — OHa ¢ XapaKTepoM.

Jlrommdep OCTOPOKHO BBITAIMI MIAJCHIIA C KOJBIOGIM M BAOXHYI €ro 3amax. Maublka
CMOPIIAJIACH U 3a0palia, IMOTSHYB €r0 3a BOJIOCHI.

— Al ¥ KpoBb! — BOCKJIMKHYJ JI1OI] M MPOTSHYI €i1 cBOM MeaanboH. — Ha, ecTtokoe autsi!

Marnsiika 3aMoJi4aiia ¥ 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO BILETIMIIACH B YKpAIIICHUE.

— Bce, Teneps ero npuaeTcs otaark, — Acmosei 3adpai 104b, v JI1OI, CHSB I[ETIOYKY C IIIeH,
OCTaBUJI MEJATBbOH B MAJICHBKHUX PyUYKaX.

— A BoT u mama! — Jlrouudep npuBetTinBo ynbiOHYNCs BoineAmed Tane. — TBoil 31oi
IIEMOH He oOmxaeT Te0s1?
— Her, oH caMblil Ty4ynmii, — OHA IOAOLUIA K MYXY, ACpKalIEMy J104b, U IIPHUKAIACH K €TI0

Tpy/Iu.
Jlrouudep 3akaruil aza U HalpaBUJICS K ABEpU. YKe BB B KOPUAOP, OH CHOBA 3aIVISTHYI B

KOMHATy U CKa3al:
— Kcrartu, B Te0e MalbuHK.
— Kakoii mansauk?! — B JIBa roJjioca 3aBOMUIIM BIIOOJICHHBIE, @ U3-3a 3aKPBIBIIMXCS JIBEpEit
pasaaiics JIMIIb CMEX.
[Tponomxenue: Uto mue Ax 0e3 Te0s? Actapot. 31ech Ke.
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— Mawma, s He coOuparoch C HUM MUPUTHCS! — 5 MOUTH Kpuyajia B TPyOKy, BBIpYJIUBasi Ha
npocnekT umeHu [arapuna. — Tbl MOHUMaElb, YTO S HE XO4y OBITH C YEIOBEKOM, KOTOPHIMA
NPUTAILMJI B HAIll JIOM, B Hally MOCTENb Kakylo-To 0a0y! DTO HAacTOIBKO MEP3KO W HHU3KO, YTO
KpOME OTBpPAIICHUS sl HUYETO K HEMY HE UCTBITHIBAIO!

— Bce MoryT onmbarbcsi, — Mama 3aBejia CBOIO IUIACTUHKY U S 3aKaTuja Ivia3za, OTYasHHO
CUTHaJS MOJI3ylIeMy Brepenu crapeHbkomy Peno. — Tem Ooniee myxunHa! OHu ke Kak jeru!
[TocTapaiics 00y31aTh CBOM UyBCTBA U...

— 4 nmaxe caymare 3TOro He xody! — MEHs pasgpaxano €€ BEYHOE JKEJIAHUE BCEX
onpasaatb. — He xouy!

— Mapus, nogymaii o Bo3pacte, o aeTsax... O00 MHe, B KOHII€ KOHLIOB! — B 3TOM Me€CT€ OHa
BCXJIMITHYJA. — S| XO4y BHYKOB!

— IloroBopum mo3xe! — s OTKJIIOUMIIACH U, IIBBIPHYB Tele(OH Ha cCOCeAHEE CHUJICHHE,

IPUHSJIACH CUTHAJIUTD C HOBOM CHUJIOMN.

Paznpaxxenue Hapactano. MHe cTOMIO OOJIBIIIMX YCUIIUM, YTOOBI CAEPKUBATH CJIE3bI 3J10CTH,
KOTOpBbIE pazbeaanu miaza. CHauana ymep Mo JI0OUMBIH e/, ¢ KOTOPBIM s Oblla O4YE€Hb OJIM3Ka, a
HEJIeNII0 Ha3a/, MO MY)X MU3MEHWJI MHE, ITOCJI€ YEeTO BCE MOILIO KYBBIPKOM. Mosl )KHU3Hb PyXHYJa B
onuH Mur. Bce, kazaBiieecs TakuM CTAOMJIBHBIM U CIIOKOMHBIM, JIETEIO B MpomacTs. MHe ObLIO
TPYAHO BCIIOMUHATh TO, YTO MPOU30NUI0, HO ATH MPOKIATHIE KAPTUHKH IMOCTOSIHHO CTOSUIM Y MEHS
nepe riaa3amu, 3acTaBiIsisl CAKUMATHCS CEPALIE OT HEBBIHOCUMOM 00JIH.

S roctuna y MaMmbl, HO, HE BBIIEp)KaB TaM IOJOKEHHYIO HEJENI0, NMpUexaja paHblle, PEIB
oOpajioBaTh MyXa CBOMM BHE3aIHBIM MOSIBJICHHEM. MbI cOOUpalUCh Ha MOpe, KaXIbld JIeHb
00CyXJaJIM 3TO MO CKaNIly 1 HUYETO HEe MPEeIBEIano Oe/Ibl.

N xoHEYHO e, CIy4uiaach BIOJHE KJIACCMYECKas UCTOPUSA: i B JBEPSAX CHAJIbHU, TOMHBIC
B3/I0XH, JIEBUIIA, CKauylllas HA MOEM MYXe€, KOTOPBII JIe:KaJl MO HEMl ¢ TaKUM JIUILIOM, YTO MEHS
4yTh He cTOHMWIO. [IoTOM Henenbie onpaBIaHus, 3amax 4y»Koro cexca u oTpaiieHue. Bo MHe He
OBUIO CHJI MPOCTUTH €r0 U UCKaTh UX B ceOe s1 He coOupanack. bbuto Takoe olyieHue, OyaTo MeHs
BBIBAJISUIN B TPSI3U, OT KOTOPOW HE OTMBITHCS.

Ha crnenyrommii 1eHb MEHSI COKpaTUIIA C pabOThl, U TpodieM mpubaBuiock. Temneps s Obuta
0e3paboTHas M OAMHOKAas, C 3alIaKaHHBIMH, OMYXIIMMH IJa3aMU, MBIIIMHBIM XBOCTUKOM Ha
MaKylIKe, ojieTas B 0ecpopMeHHy0 QPyTOOIKY U CTapble JHKUHCHI.

— Jla 4To X ThI MOJ3ELIL-TO Tak! — 3aBOMNMJIA S U HaJlaBUja Ha CUTHAJ, HO CTapEHbKUIl
"Peno", ynepto tanmiics BOepeau, 1aKe HU Ha KaIlJIk0 HE YBEJIIMYMB CKOPOCTh. S BHaBWiia meaainb
ra3a, BbIBEpHYIa pyIb M, NPOE3kKasd MHUMO TMOJ3BYHNEH KECTAHKH, YyTh HAKJIOHWIACh K
MPUOTKPHITOMY OKHY U KPUKHYJIa 3TOPOBEHHOM 0ade 3a pyneM:

— E31uTh Hayuuch, Kypuia!

BrinpsiMuBImch, s B3DISIHYJIA Ha JIOPOTY M 3aopalia, DIsIsl, KaK Ha MEHS JICTUT KPACHBIH,
CIIOPTUBHBIM aBTOMOOWIL. KpyranyB pyiab 110 ymopa, s BbUIETE€Na HAa OOOYMHY, YUPKHYB 3Ty
JOPOTYIIYI0 TauyKy KPBUIOM M MHE IMOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO BCA KU3Hb MpoJieTena mnepexn niazamu.
CJBIIIAJIa, KAK TMPOTUBHOE "B3U-yy" JUIMTCS OECKOHEYHO JOJTr0o, yOMBasi BO MHE HAJEXKJy BbINTH
cyxoil u3 Bonbl. [loka Most HoBeHbkass "HuBa" Tepna nmmHamu rpaBuil Ha 00OYMHE, 51 yIlapUJIach
rOJIOBOM W BHajia B CTYIIOP.

3a cexyHay 5 MpeacTaBuiIa, Kak MpoAar0 KBaApTUPY, YTOOBI PACIIATUTHCS C XO3SIMHOM KPYTOM



Ta4yKH, IEPEee3kKar K MaMe U BCIO JKU3Hb CIIYIIAI0 €€ MPETEH3UH 110 TOBOAY MO€el 0e3a1abepHOCTH.
"HuBa" ocTaHoBUIIach, M BOKPYI MEHsS BOIlapuiiach THUINMHA, pa30aBlieHHAs MOHWM Y4YallleHHBIM
apixanueM. Mumo mportanmiack Kypuia Ha "PeHo" u s, He BblIepkaB, mokazana "¢dak" Ha ee
3nopaanyto yxmbuiky. Bcee. Ilpuexanu... InmyOoko B31OXHYB, S BbIIDIA W3 aBTOMOOWISA W
MOCMOTpEJa Ha CTOSIBIIYIO HEBAAJIEKE KPACHYIO0 MallMHy. biu-u-H. ..

Ee nBepua pacnaxsynack, U s 4yTh B OOMOPOK HE yrajia: OrpOMHBIA MYXYHHA, C OPUTEHHBIM
pPa3BOpPOTOM ILIEY, 00OLIET aBTOMOOMIIb, pacCMarpuBasi MOBPEKICHUS, TIOTOM IOAHSUI TOJIOBY U
nocMoTpen Ha MeHs. [Toka oH nmpubnmxancs Ko MHeE, g UCIIbITala BCE OTTEHKH y)Kaca U KOIJa ero
J0porue Ty(hJiv OKa3aluCh B IOJIE MOETO 3pEHUs, s MOMHSIIA B3IV, YCTPEMIICHHBIA 10 3TOrO B
3eMUIIIO.

— 3apaceTe, — JANHYIA S U MBICJIEHHO IIpocTOHANIA. BoT nanorkal

MyxurHa ObUT HEBEpOSTHO KpacuB. CMyriias Koxka, OOBOPOKHUTENbHBIN pa3pe3 OapXaTHBIX,
YEepHBIX I1a3, YyBCTBEHHBIE I'yObl U 00JIIEHHBIN, XOPOILIO MPOKaYaHHBIA TOPC, OOTAHYTHIA TEMHO-
CUHEH pyOamkoil ¢ pacctérHyrbiM BopoToM. llles y Hero Obuia MOIIHOW, C TOJICTOW 30JI0TOM
LETbI0, HA KOTOPOU TYCKJIO OOJIECKMBAJI CTPAHHBIA MEIaIbOH.

Korpa Hanm B3MIsIbI BCTPETUIINCH, PA3IISABIBATE €T0 S Cpa3y Ke MepecTalia: B MOEM CiIydae
3TO OBLIO OBl JOBOJILHO HEMPUIMYHO.

— Ecau He MOXelb e34UTh, HE BbUIa3b Ha JOPOrY, — CKa3aj OH, M1 HAa MEHS C BBICOTHI
CBOETO 0aCKEeTOOIBLHOTO POCTA U KUBHYIM Ha CBOE aBTO. — OLIEHUIIH?

MeHsi TOKOpOOUIIO OT €ro CIOB U TOTO, KaKk OeCliepeMOHHO OH Ha3bIBaJl MEHS Ha ThI, HO S
HHUYETO HE CKa3aja, MOJYa HalPaBUBIIKMCH K pKoM MammHe. He ckanganute xe MHe ¢ HUM? Jla 4
OBl M HE PUCKHYA.

— UYept! — He yaeprKkanach s, KOraa yBujiena NIyOOKYIO LapanuHy, TSHYLUIYIOCS OT pa30oUToi
(dapsl 10 cepeIMHBI IBEPH.

— 4 Toke Tak mymaro, — s B3APOTHYJA, HE YCHBIIIAB, KaK OH nojomen c3aau. — Hy u?

— $1 He 3Ha, — YECTHO NPU3HANACh 5, IOBEPHYBIIMCh K 3TOMY KpacaBUy M yCTaBHBIIMCH
eMy B coJiHeuHoe cruieTeHue. [Ipu paszHuie B pocTe 3T0 ObUla Kak pa3 Ta TOYKa, Kyda s Morja
CMOTpPETH, HE 3aAUPAsT TOJOBBI.

— Curyauusi TynukoBasi, 1 TaK IOHSJI? — OH YCMEXHyIcs. — MHeE He CTOHUT Tpyda Bce
UCIIPAaBUTh, HO HE XOUYETCS, YTOOBI KTO-TO YXOJIUJ O€3HAaKa3aHHbIM, UCIIOPTUB MOE UMYIIECTBO.

— Bpsg nu y MeHsa Haiizercs Takasg CyMMa, 4TOObl KOMIIEHCHPOBATh Ballld pPacXOlbl, —
BEXJIMBO CKa3zajia 5, CMUPUBLUIMCH C TEM, YTO CBOIO MAalllMHY BCE€ TaKu Npuaercs nponarb. Hy
cnacu0o0 XO0Th HE KBapTUPY. — S mpojiam. ..

— Hy 4ut0 TBI! — MYyXUMHa IpepBaJl MO HEPBHYIO peub. — Hudero mpoxaBark HE HYXHO,
€CTh JPYrO€ peIICHUE.

— Jla? — s nanpsarnace. PazroBop nepexoans B Kakoe-To cTpaHHoe pycio. — U kakoe?

— Thb1 paboTaenis? — OH OKMHYII MEHS OLIEHMBAIOIIMM B3[JIAJIOM, CIOBHO COOMPAJICS MEHS
NPOJaTh U B3ATh IEHBI'M 32 UCIIOPUYECHHBIA aBTOMOOUJIb.

— Ha naHHbIli MOMEHT — HET, — HEXOTs OTBETHJIA 5, HE IOHUMAsl, K YeMY OH KJIOHUT.

— Ts1 oTpaboTaeub MHE yiliepO, — 3asiBUJI OH, TPOJOJIKAS pa3MIs/IbIBATh MEHS. — DTO OyAeT
YECTHO.

— Kakum o6pazom? — mHe He HpaBuiics 3ToT pasroBop. Cekc? A Tyt ke obopsana ceds: He
cmenm! OH # ThI... Xa!

— AOCOJIOTHO HHUYETro MPOTUBO3aKOHHOTO, — KpacaBell, BUJIWMO, IOHSUI 1O MOEMY
BBIPQYKEHUIO JIMIIA, YTO S HEMHOIO HamyraHa. — MHe Hy)XHa JOMpaOOTHHUIIA C MPOKUBAHUEM.



3apriara 'y TeOst OymeT mocToitHo#. Tebe XBaTUT M Ha >KU3Hb, U UYTOOBI B TEUCHHH TO/A
pacIIaTUTHCS CO MHOM 3a aBTo.

— 1 nmaxe He 3HaIO, — MPEUIOKEHHUE ObLIIO HEOXKUIAAHHBIM, HO JIOTUKY s B HEM, KOHEYHO,
BUJIEIIA.

bricTpo cooOpa3uB, 4TO MHE HUYETO MpPOAaBarh HE MPUJAETCSA, YTO Yy MEHs OylaeT padoTa, u
MHE HE TPHUJETCS XUTh C MaMOl B OXKHUJIAHUU, KOTJAa MOM OJIarOBEpHBIA COOEPET CBOM BEIM U
CBAJIMT C MOEH KUIILJIONA/IN, 1 KUBHYJIA!

— XOopol1Lo, s CoriacHa.

— BoT u oTiiM4HO, — MY)X4MHa OOOJpSIOIEe YABIOHYICA U mpemioxui: — S ceilyac emy
nomoit. Moskem 1moexaTh BMECTe, TOCMOTPHIIL Ha CBOE pabouee MeCTO.

51 mouTH pacrasiyia OT ero OeJTOCHEKHOM YIBIOKM U Tapallliiiach Ha HETo Kak aypa. He xBarano
JIUUIb CIIOHBI, TEKYILEH 1o moadopoaky. Mapusi, OOMHUCH!

— Torpa e3xai 3a MHOW, — OH BUJAMMO IIPUHSIT MOE BBIPAKECHHUE JIUIIA 34 MIOJHOE COMIACUE U
TOLLIEJT K CBOEW MAIIMHE, A A €IlE CEKYH/I [IATh CMOTpEJIa Ha €ro yIPyruu 3a.

Uto s nenaro? HesznakoMmbiii yenoBek! Maso TOro — He MPOCTOW YETOBEK, 3TO BEAb ObLIO
BUJIHO cpa3y, a s OyIToO MAMOTKa, clieqyro 3a HUM. Ho cnaBare Hazaja ceiyac, ObUIO OblI COBCEM
Iyno. 4 TsKeno B3J0XHYyNa U cena 3a PyJb.
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Xk ok

Actapotr Obul noBosieH. llapanmuna Ha MammHe He ObUIa Ui HEro MnpooOJeMoi, a BOT
OTCYTCTBUE JOMPaOOTHHIIBI — OKa3ajoch mpodiemoil Homep onuH. Ero mpenpimyias, ciema c
UHCYJIBTOM, U 0€3 )KEHCKOH PYKH JIOM CKOPO HayHET MOXOAWTh Ha TTOMOMKY. JIeMOH cO B3/10XOM
BCIIOMHUJI CBOM 3aMOK B AJly U, KaK Bcerja, pa3o3iuics. Kak ObIcTpo OH 3a0bLT BCE, UTO OCTAIOCh
B [Ipeucnoaneii mocie ero u3rHanusi! Bce 3TH TpyAHOCTH W 3€MHBIE MPOOJIEMBI JIOCTAIA JI0
IyOMHBI €ro JeMoHndeckor aynmm. Ha Actrapora yacto Hamajana TOCKa M3-3a TOTO, YTO OH CTall
Omm>ke K CMEpTHBIM. J[eMOHBI Bcerma CUMTaid, YTO KpacoTy, HEBUHHOCTH, HEKHOCTh MOXHO
MO3HAaTh TOJIBKO 4Yepe3 pa3pylMTEIbHOE BIUSHUE 371a M KECTOKOCTH. OH Bcerga Tak CUUTal, U
HHUYETO HE U3MEHWIOCh. Ho caMoe mmaBHOe — AcCTapoT HHKOTAA HE MMOHUMAJ MPOKIATON boxben
UCKpPBI — JII0OOBU. J[€eMOH CTpOro HacTporo 3ampeTusi cede BCIIOMUHATh O OBIBIIEM JPYre U €ro
CMEPTHOW — M3-3a HUX OH 34ech! M3-3a Nynol npuBsI3aHHOCTH, KOTOPOU Noaialicss ACMOJIEH, BCA
€ro >KM3Hb IOIIIa KYBBIPKOM, HO OOJIbIlIE BCETO €ro OeCuo TO, YTO OHU TaK U ObUIM BMECTE,
pa3Boas po3oBble comud B Axy. M Jlron momuan! OH OyaTo MOOWIPSUT 3TU OTHOILUEHHS, KOTOPbIE
SBIJISUTUCH YE€M-TO MPOTUBOECTECTBEHHBIM B MECTE 3j7a M oOuTaHusa naaummx. [loxoxke, 3T0 KOHeIl
[Ipeucnonneit. Bot, HaBepHoe, ceituac cmeeTca Oreny HeOecHbll, y3HaBas CIUIETHU U3 AJa. ..

A BOT ero, JI1o1 Tak 1 He TPOCTHUJI, OTIPABUB HA 3€MIIIO, HO BCE K€, KOE-KAKHE MMPUBUIIETHU Y
J€MOHa OCTaJuCh, Oaromaps ux crapoi apyxoe. Ternepbp ActapoT yrpapisii komnanuei "YepHbiid
MOTOK'", 4Yepe3 KOTOPYIO AEMOHBI CBOOOIHO MPOHUKAIN Ha 3€MJII0 M UCTIOJIHSUIA 3a/laHusl Ha 0J1aro
Ana. Hynnas, HeOnarogapHas padora.

3eMHas KU3Hb BIIOJHE yCTpauBajia JIEMOHA, HO OH CKy4al MO OTHEHHBIM TOpPU30HTAM U
KpPOBaBOW JIYHOM CBOeW poauHbl. llepBoe BpeMsi ACTapOT CXOIWJI ¢ yMa, HE MMEs] BO3MOXHOCTHU
MEepEeMECTUTHCS B AJl, HO CO BPEMEHEM OH MPUBBIK U CTaN 00jiee CIoKOWMHbBIM. JI1o11, Kak u oberman,
JIMIIAJI €0 HEKOTOPBIX CHJI, HO BCE-TaKW OOJIbIlIAsi UX YaCTh OCTAJIACh, MOMOTasi €My JepXkaTh
JI€MOHOB B y3/I€, YTOOBI OHU HE CESUTH Xa0C Ha ITOU royiy0oil TiaHeTe.

ACTapoT mOCMOTpEN B 3€pKaJIO 3aJHETO BHJA U YCMEXHYICS — JKCHIMHA e€xana ciieqoM. B
Hell He ObUIO HUYEro MNpUMEYaresibHOro, CKOpee Hao0OpOT — OE3IHMKOCTh, MPUYMHOKEHHAs
0e3BKycHON MaHepoil ojeBarbcs. OObIMHAS TPUIAIATHUIICTHSS TETKA C MPUIYXIIMMH BEKaMHU U
HE3JI0pOBOM KOXKEH, KoTopasi ObLIa MOKPhITA KPACHBIMU MsITHaMU. HeakkypaTHBIA XBOCTUK TEMHBIX
BOJIOC Ha 3aThUIKE, TOpYaJl O] HEMBICIMMBIM YIJIOM, a HEMOHSATHAas Qurypa, mpstajach 3a
oecopmennoii ¢Gyroonkoii. Ckopee Bcero, >KEHIIMHA CKpbIBaJla CBOM HEJOCTAaTKH IMPOKUMH
onexaaMu. Poctom oHa ObUla HE OOJbIE KOLIKKM W JOCTaBalia €My JIMIIb A0 TPpyau. AcCTapoT
HaJesuiCcsl, YTO OHA, MO KpaWHEW Mepe, CMOXKET MPUTOTOBUTH €My 3aBTpPaK W HMHOIJA YXKHUH.
[IpuGparbcst B tome Toke He Memaino Obl. Mckark 1oMpaOOTHUILY IO ar€HTCTBAM, Y HErO He ObLIO
BPEMEHH, U MIPOUCILIECTBUE HA JIOPOTe ChIrpalio eMy Ha pyKy. [lycTh oTpabaThIBa€T CBOM KOCSKH.

JleMoH Bbexasl B TIOBOPOT, BEAYIIMHA K €r0 IOMY, U COaBUJI CKOPOCTh, UTOOBI BIOXHYTh CBEXKHUM
3amax COCEH. OTOT apoMar HPABUJICA €My — EJAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO HE pa3apaxalo B MHUPE
CMEpPTHBIX. ETO JJOM CTOSIIT OCOOHSIKOM M Ha HECKOJIBKO KMJIOMETPOB BOKPYT, HE ObLIO HU €UHOU
KUBOU JYIIM, YTO BHOJIHE ycTpauBasio ero. OOIEHUE CO CMEPTHBIMU y JIEMOHA OIPAHUYUBAIOCH
IOoMpaOOTHUIIEH, KEHIMMHAMH B TMOCTEIW W CBETCKMMH Oecemamu Ha mpuemax. EMy ObUio He
MHTEPECHO C HUMH, OH YyBCTBOBAJl CBOE MPEBOCXOICTBO M Pa3apa)xascs 4yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT
obmeHus. JXeHIH TeprneTh ObUTO MPOIIE, TOTOMY UTO B €ro OOIIECTBE, OHU OOJIbIIe CTOHAH, YeM




pa3roBapuBaIy.

[TombexaB K 10OMY, OH MOJOXJAJI, MOKa OTKPOIOTCS BOPOTa, U BbEXal HA TEPPUTOPHUIO
ycanbObpl. OXpaHbl y HETO He ObUIO 1O MPUYMHE TOrO, YTO OH B HEW He Hyxaaiucs. Hamanare Ha
JeMOHa ObUIO JeJIoM Oe3pe3yIbTaTHBIM U HeOEe30MacHbIM, a OrpabUuTh IOM HE Jalii Obl CTpAIlHbIe
3HAKu AJa, KOTOpbIE BBIBBIBAIM OCCIPUUMHHYIO TMAHUKY Y JIFOACH, MPUIIECAIMX C HEJ0OphIMU
HaMEpPEHUSIMH.

AcTapoT BbIIIEN U3 aBTO U MOJI0XKal, TOKA KEHIMHA HE CICNIAET TO K€ CaMOe.

— Hy, BOT MBI U Ha MecTe, — cKa3all OH, HaOJIIo/Iasl 3a €€ peakuuend. — ITO MECTO TBOEH
paboTHI.

— OOanaeTs, — BBIIOXHYJIA )KEHIIMHA, HO TYT € CIOXBaTHiIach. — M3BUHUTE, M-M-M...

— AuekcanHap AnekceeBuY, — ACTapoT Ha3Ball €l CBOE «3EMHOE» HMs. — ACTapoE
AnekcaHip AJIEKCEEBHY.

— Mapusi, — cMyIIeHHO TTpou3Hecsa oHa U 1o0aBuiia: — BrnaguMupoBHa.

— 51 Oyny Ha3bIBaTh TEOS MPOCTO Mapusi, XOpouo? — YIBIOHYJICS OH, BONPOCUTENBHO IS
Ha 3Ty OE3JIMKYI0, CMYVIIAIOUIYIOCS >XEHUMHY. — MHe He HpaBsaTcid Bce 3TH OQUIMATIbHBIC
oOparieHus, 0COOEHHO B MOEM JIOME.

Ona KuBHYJA, ¥ JEMOH TIOIIEJI BIIEPE]I, TOMAHHB €€ 32 COOOM.

IIpoiias mo JIJIWHHOW ajlie, 3aCa)KEHHOW BBICOKMMH JHUIaMHM, ACTapOT OCTaHOBWJICA U
CIIPOCHII:

— ThI XOTh TOTOBUTH YMECIIH?

— $1 ymero Bce, — HEMHOTI0 rOpJi0, HO ¢ KaKOW-TO 00u 101 mpousHeciia oHa. — W roToBUTH, U
yOupaTh, U CTUPATh!

— OT1aMYHO, — KHUBHYI OH M XMYpO B3DISIHYI Ha Hee, HE IOHHMasl CTOJIb SIBHOTO
pazapaxeHus. — Myx He OyJeT NpOoTUB?

— Het, — cKkBO3b 3yOBI ITpoOIeInIIa KEHIMHA. — MYyX — 00BEJICS TPYIIL

— Boo0ie 3amedarenbHO, — OH KPHUBO YXMBbUIbHYICS W Tomen aaibire. [loxoxe, namy
Oopocust MyxuK. Ho 3T0 1 He yIUBUTEIIBHO, C TAKOW-TO BHEITHOCTHIO.

% ok Xk

"HaspiBail MeHsa kak xoueus! Tonbko yare ynblOaiics BOT Tak!" — MBICIEHHO 3aBONUIA S,

KOTJ[a OH MPEJII0KUI 00palaTbCsi KO MHE IO UMEHU, M YKOpHJIa ceOs 3a CBOIO JypallKyl0 PEaKI[uio
Ha ero joM. Ho Beap Obwuio uemy Bocxumarbes! OH ObUT OXOK Ha 3aMOK U3 CpeHEBEKOBbI —
TAKOW K€ BEJIIMYECTBEHHBIN M HEMPHUCTYIHBIA, OKPY)KECHHBI BBICOKUMU JEPEBBIMU U I[BETYIIUM
CaJioM.

— HpaBurcs 3mech? — OH MOCMOTpPENT Ha MEHSA 4Yepe3 IUIeY0 C BIOJHE O0OCHOBAaHHOMN
ropAocTbhio. MHE BAPYT MOKa3ajloCh, YTO S €ro IJe-TO BUJeaa, BOT TaK ke, B moja-obopora. Jla Her,
r1e ObI TO MOTJIO OBITH?

— OuyeHb, — YECTHO NMPU3HAJTACh 5, HE COBCEM YBEPEHHAas, 4TO UMEIO B BUIY — TO JIM €T0
ZIOM, TO JIA €T0 CaMoro.

A moxer, oH xeHar? Bromne Bo3moxkHO. Takoil kpacasen... M keHa, HaBepHOE, Kakas-
HUOYIb MOJEIIb UJIA aKTpHCA. ..

MBI NOTHSUTUCH O MIAJIKUM CTYIEHSIM U BOIIUIH B BBICOKYIO JIBEPb, KOTOPAsi CKPUITHYJIA, KaK B
¢bunpMax y>kacoB — J0JITO U MPOTHKHO.

— 3xech ecThb emnle KTo-HUOynb? — chOpocuiia s, MOJHSB TOJOBY, YTOOBI PacCMOTPETH
MOTOJIOK, YKpalleHHbIN ppeckamu. UepT, 3TO 10M WM My3eit?

— Jlumb caJioBHUK, — MYXYHWHA TOBEPHYJICS KO MHE M CJIErKa CKJIOHWJI TOJoBy. — YTO



XOYEeIllb CHa4YaJla IOCMOTPETh, CHATBHIO U KYXHIO?

Mens okaTuiio BOJIHOM jkapa TpHu cioBe "cnaibHA". S moKpacHena, TPOKINHas cedst 3a 3Ty
TYpalKyr0 0COOEHHOCTh CBOETO OPraHU3Ma.

"T'ocmoam, 0 4em Thl AyMaelb, Mansa???" — 3aBonuII BHYTPEHHUIN I0J10C, HO TOHEHBKHUH MUCK
W3 TIIyOMHBI Ay cbhexugHuydai: "O TojioM XO3sIMHE 3TOTO 3aMKa Ha OEJIbIX MPOCTBIHSX, O €ro
CMYTJIOM HAKa4aHHOM Tele, Kotopoe..." Crom!

— 3arkHuTech 00a! — mpoumnena s CKBO3b 3yObl M MPUKYCUJIA SA3BIK, KOTJA OH CIPOCHUII,
MPUTIOIHSB UJICATIbHYIO0 OPOBB:

— Uto? 4 He paccabiuan. [locmoTpulb cHayana CBOI0 KOMHATY WM KYXHIO?

— Kyxnro. [locmoTpum KyxHIO.

Kyxusi Obuta, KOHEYHO e, BBIIE BCEX IMOXBAJI: HAYUIICHHBIE CKOBOPOIKH, OJIECTSIIME
MOBapeIIKy, HOBOMOJIHbIE MprOaMOackl U OTpOMHAas AyXOBKa, B KOTOPOH, HABEPHOE, MOKHO OBLIO
3amneys 1e10ro kabaHa.

— 51 He MPUXOTIUB B €]ie, — CKa3aJl IMMKApPHBIM XO3SMH 3TOT0 JI0Ma, YBUJIEB MOU Ia3a, U
CHOBa MOWHTEpecoBaICS: — Thl TOYHO YMEEIIh TOTOBUTH?

— Jla, koHeuHo, — 51 moOnarojapuia bora u Mamy 3a TO, 4TO MEPBBIN Al MHE TAKYIO Mamy, a
BTOPYIO 32 TO, YTO YYTh JIM HE HAPYUHUKAMU MIPUCTETNBAIA MEHS K IIJIUTE, 3aCTaBIsIsl TOTOBUTb.

"MHe He HY»KHO [M030pa, KOT/1a Thl BEIMAEHIb 3aMYyXK'", — €€ HaCTaBUTEJIbHBIN T0JI0C TPO3BYyYAl
TaK SBCTBEHHO, UTO 5 JaX€ OTISIHYJIACh.

CnanpHs ObUTa OYEHb CHUMITATUYHOM, C OTIEILHOW BaHHOW W OOJBIIONW KpoBaThio. B Heit
HUMeEJICS TeJIEBU30P, OA00pKa JUCKOB U BBIXOJ HA COOCTBEHHYIO JIOJIKUIO.

— Ecnu Tebe HyXEeH BBIXOIHOM — CKaXd, U Mbl BCE PEIIMM, — MYKUMHA B3JIOXHYI U
nobasuin: — Bpone Obl Bce. Most koMHara B JIeBOM KpbUie. Moxkelb yOuparbesi TaM, KOrja MEHs
He Oynet. Bee, 4To HyX)HO Jyisi YOOPKH, B KJIaJ0BKE 1101 JIECTHULICH.

— TloHsSTHO, — s MOMBITANIACh YABIOHYTHCS €My, HO BBIIIUIO 3TO BEIMYYEHHO U yCTaO.

Cxa3pIBaIuCh BCE HEMPUSITHOCTH, YTO MPUKIIOUYWINCH CO MHOM 3a 3TH JHHU, a B IEPBYIO
ouepeib — OECCOHHBIE HOYH, TTOJIHBIE CJIE3 U JKaJIOCTH K cebe.

— CeromHa MOXellb OTIbIXaTh, MEHS He OyneT. A 3aBTpa HpuUCTymail k pabore, — OH
HampaBuJICS K JIBEpsiIM, HO O0OepHYICsS U ckazal: — Tebe xe HykHa oaexaa. Cbe3au JTOMOH,
BO3bMU BEIIH.

— Yemo/1aH ¢ BelllAMU Y MEHSI B MaIlIMHE.

— A-a-a, — npoTsHyn AJEeKCaHIp, HO CIPAIMBATh HUYEro He cTaj. — Torga pacnonaramucs.

— A BbI HE OOUTECH OCTABIISITH B IOME COBEPILIEHHO HE3HAKOMOTO Y€JIOBEKA? — CIPOCHIIA 1.

MeHsi A€iCTBUTENBHO OYE€Hb HHTEpecoBall ATOT (akT. B Tom, 4uTOo B momMe ObUIO TOJHO
JOPOTUX BEILIEN, COMHEBATHCS HE MPUXOAUIIOCH.

— Her, He 60roch, — ycMmexHysncst oH. — J{o BcTpeun.
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OH yien, a g npucena Ha KpoBaThb U HECKOJBKO pa3 MOANPBITHYIAa HA MSITKOM marpace. UTo
K... Byly HauMHaTh HOBYIO >KH3Hb B poyin AoMpaOoTHUIBL. KoHeuHO He o Takoi pabore s
MeuTalia, HO B MEM Cilydae, mepeduparb He MPUXOIUIIOCh. S ycblmana, Kak 3aBesicsi aBTOMOOUIIb,
3aT€M JISI3T OTKPBIBAEMBIX BOPOT — AcTapoB yexan. CTpaHHBII OH BCE€ TaKM KakOW-TO... Tak
CITOKOMHO OCTaBHUTh 4eJloBeKa ¢ ynuubl. Heyxenu s omHa B 3TOM orpomHoM aome? OH ToBOpHMII
YTO-TO O CAJOBHUKE, HO JKHMBET JHM OH 3JE€Ch WIM NPOCTO IPHUXONHUT, OCTABAIOCH TOJBKO
norajapBarbCsA. Sl BBIIIA M3 CHAJBHUM W OCTAHOBUJIACH B OIPOMHOM XOJUIE, paccMarpuBast
POCKOIIIHOE YOPaHCTBO 3TOTO Joma. TuimHa oOBOJaKWBajga MEHS CO BCEX CTOpPOH. MHe crayo
CTpallHO: a MPAaBUJIbHO JIX s cAenana? He 3Has yenoBeka, COrjlacHiiach Ha €ro MpejioKeHUe.

[ToBepHyB TOIOBY, s yBUJIEJa KpacUBbIE TyOOBBIE IBEPU U, MPUOTKPHIB UX, 3aIVISIHYIIA BHYTPb.
[Toxoxe Ha pabounii kaOuHeT. S OCTOPOXKHO BoOLLIA BHYTPh M onsaenach. Kuuru, mnankwu,
KOMIIBIOTEp, BOpPOX OyMmar... MOHHMTOp KOMIIbIOTE€pA CBETHJICA, M S NpoYMTajla Ha 3acTaBKe:
"YepHblid NOTOK".

— YepHbIil IOTOK. .. YEepHBIM NOTOK... — IPOLICNTAJA 51, BEIY)KMBas U3 IIaMATH BCE, 4TO TyZAa
MPOHUKAIO W3 mojaco3HaHus. — locnmomu! Anekcangap ACTapoB — Te€HEpPaIbHBIA JUPEKTOP
orpoMHOTO XoiauHTa "UepHbIii MOTOK", KOTOpPOE 3aHMMAJoCh AOObMEld HEDTH U IparoleHHBIX
MeTauioB. BoT mouemy MHE 1OKa3ainoch 3HAKOMBIM €r0 JIUIO!

51 uyTh He Tpucena B 00JBIIOE KOKAHOE KPECio, HO BOBPEMs OIIOMHHIJIACH — a BAPYT KPYroM
KaMephbI?

BepositHee Bcero — Tak u Obu10. Takue g1oMa Bcerjia HalmM4KaHbl KaMEpPaMHu.

[lokuHyB KaOUHET, 51 CIyCTUJIach BHU3 U, CTyIMas MO MSITKUM KOBpaM, MOJOINUIAa K BXOJAHOM
neepu. OHa CHOBA MPOTSKHO 3aCKPHUIIENA, CTOWIO MHE TOJIKHYTh €€, U 51 OKa3ajlach Ha ynuue. MHue
O4YEHb HY)KHO OBUIO CHEJIAaTh IJIOTOK CBEKET0 BO3/yXa, UCIBITAB HACTOSILIEE MOTPSICEHUE OT TOrO,
KEeM oKazajyicsi Mo pabotoaatens. HeBepositHo! S B mome camoro Actapona!

HaGpaB HoMep TenedoHa MaMBbl, S HETEPIEINBO 3acTy4aia HOTOM MO0 MPaMOPHOU CTYIEHBKE.
MHe )KyTKO XOT€JIOCh ITOJAEIIUTHCS BCEM, YTO ITPOU30LLUIO.

— Anno, Mama! — Mo pyka, AeprkaBinas TesneoH, cierka Apoxkana.

— Tw1 tne, Mapus? — mama ObUta B3BOJIHOBaHA. — I[louemy He 3BOHUIIL? Tkl mpueaeb
ceroausa?
— Bor nosTomy s Tebe U 3BOHIO, — Hayaja s, U HE CTaB TSHYTh PE3UHY, Bbimanuia. — S

Haiwia padoty. C mpoXKMBaHUEM.
— Uto 9710 emre 3a pabora? Kak 3To0 — ¢ mpoKuBaHUEM? — B MAMHHOM T0JIOCE TTPO3BYdYaJIO
ynuBneHnue. — KT1o 310 y Hac padoTaeT ¢ mpoxkuBanuem? ['actpabaiitepsi?

— S5 Temepp — poMpaboTHHUIIA, — CKa3ajlla W S MPUKPHLUIA TJa3a, MPUTOTOBUBIIMCH
BBICITYIIIATH THEBHYIO TUPAy. — TOJBKO s mpoIty Teosl. . .
— O 4em TbI roBOpHIlL, Mapus?! — MaMUH roaoc apoxkai oT 3MoIui. — Tbl, UMeroIAs Ba

BBICIIIMX 00pa3oBaHusd — U AoMpadboTHuua?! Mapus! Eciaum 310 kacaercst JeHer, TO s moMory Tede,
HO HE HYXHO OpocaThCs B KpalHOCTH. S naxke cibliiath HU4Uero He xouy! HemeninenHno enp qomoit!
— 4 mouapanana maumuy Actaposa. Jloporyio, CHOPTUBHYIO TauKy, KOTOpasi CTOUT OOJIbIIIe,
4eM TBOS U MOSI KBapTHUpa BMECTE B3sThIe, — CKPBIBaTh S HUYEro HE coOumpanach. — Tak 4To,
OTKa3aThCs OT 3TOM pabOTHI, 1 HE MOTY.
B TpyOKe Bollapuiiach TUIIIMHA, @ TOTOM, MaMa MIOMHTEPECOBATACH TITYXUM TOJIOCOM:



— Tl gymMaemnb, 9To paboTasi qoMpabOTHHIIEH, 3apaboTaeiib CTOJIBKO JIEHET, YTO CMOXEIIb
OIIATUTh PEMOHT? DTO CMEIIHO.

— Jla, ecnu menbli oA mpopaboTar €10 'y AcTapoBa, KOTOPBIM, KCTaTd, OyAeT IpPOCTO
BBICUUTHIBATh JACHBI'M U3 Moe#l 3apruiarel. [Lmroc mpokuBaHue U CTOJI O€CIIaTHO, — OTBETHUJIA 4,
YyBCTBYS c€0s1 HE OUEHB YIOTHO OT 3TUX Pa3rOBOPOB.

— 2710 oH Tebe npennoxun? Cam AcrapoB? — Ternepb roJ0C MaMbl 3Bydall BO3OYKJIEHHO. —
A TBI 3Haellb, YTO OH CUMTAETCS CaMbIM 3aBUJHBIM KEHUXOM B KaKOM-TO TaM cmucke? Mapus,
BO3MOHO, 3TO ITIAHC.

— Mawma, npekparu ¢aHTazupoBarh. ITO HE pealbHO, — 5 MpeJcTaBmia AcTapoBa C €ro
UJICAJIbHBIM TEJIOM U COBEPILICHHBIM JIMIIOM U CKpUBUIIACh. — JlaBail MOrOBOPHUM BEUEPOM.

— Tonbko o6s3arenbHo Mo3BoHM! ChiblmMib?! — OHa CHOBa MoMoJYaja W J00aBMiIa: —
Nuaue s coliy ¢ yMa OT NEPEKUBAHUU.

— OO0s3aTenbHO.

A 3acynyna teneoH B KapMaH U mocMoTpelia Ha aBepu. U kak 3T1o Bce 31ech 3anupaercs? He
Oymy K€ s, COBEPILIEHHO OJIHAa, HaXOMUThCSl B HezamepToM aome? Uept, moueMy s HE CIPOCUIIA Y
AcrapoBa? Jla u BooOI1IEe, KaKk MOXXHO TaK XUTh???

— 3/IpaBCTBYMUTE.

S ucnyraHHO BCKpPUKHYA U, PE3KO OOCPHYBIIMCH, YBHIENIA MOJIONOTO MY)KUUHY C aOCOJIOTHO
rogsiM TOpcoM. OH ObUI B TONYOBIX JDKMHCAX, HMCHAUYKAaHHBIX 3eMJIEH W JepKal B pyKax
ONPBICKUBATEIb.

— BbI KTO?! — BBIZIOXHYJIA 51, YYBCTBYS KaK HEMEIOT HOTH.

— CaJloBHUK, — OH BECEJIO U HaXaJbHO yabIOHYNCS. — JloMpaboTHM1IA?

— Kak >xe Thl MeHs Hamyrail! — si HeJIOBOJIbHO pa3misjiblBaja 3TOr0 CaJOBHUKA, MPUXOJS B
ce0s 1 MBICJIEHHO BocxuIiaiack. OHU 4YTO, BCE C KAPTUHOK U3 ’KEHCKOTO KypHaJja COILTH ?

Bricokunil, HE TakOW MOIIHBIA, KaK €ro XO03sIMH, HO TOXE C XOPOIIO pa3BUTONW MYCKYIarypowu,
CaJIOBHUK, TOXE Pa3IJIsAIbIBa] MEHS SHTAPHBIMU TJIa3aMHU.

— JloMpaboTHUIIa, — KUBHYIA 51, YyBCTBYS CEOs1 HEJIOBKO MOJI STUM HaXaJbHBIM B3TJISIOM. —
Kto nBepu Ha HOYB 3anupaet?

— $I, — OH moxo’ke BecenuIcs, ISl Ha MEHS.

— 3HA4YUT, Thl TOXKE 3/I€Ch )KUBEIIH? — C OJHON CTOPOHBI, MHE CTAJIO JIET4Y€e OT TOTO, YTO 5 HE
Oyay OJiHa, a C IPYroil — MOCTOSTHHO HAOJI0AATh 32 ATUM IK3EMILIIPOM OBbLUIO TOXKE HEJIETKO.

— Jla He Oolics, 3/1eCh HUKOT/IA HUYETO HE CIYYUTCS, — OH BBITEP JaJOHb O JUKUHCHI U
MPOTSIHYJ €€ MHE. — Pomas.
— Mapus, — g mokaya Teryl, CUIBHYIO JaJOoHb U OBICTPO yOpana pyKy 3a CIHHY. — A

MMOYEMY ThI TAK YBEPEH?

— IloTomMy uT0, — TyMaHHO OTBETHJI OH U nonpocui: — Kode cnenaemnns?

— Cpuenaro. A Tbl caj NMOKaXellb? — B OTBET NOIMPOCHIIA f, JKejlasg XOTh OJHUM IJIa3KOM
MMOCMOTPETh, YTO MOT BbIpPAIMBATh TAKON KpacaBUUK.

— Ilokaxy. Cpa3zy nocie kode, — OH MOIAMHUTHYJI MHE U pa3BajiMJICS Ha aXKYpPHOU cKamenke
BO3JIE JOMA.

S 3anuia B 10M M OTOpaBUIIaCh Ha KYXHIO, UTOOBI Ha4aTh CBBIKATHCS C HOBOM padOTOi. DTOT
JICHb OBLT ITOJIOH CIOPIIPH30B.

Kode s oTbickama [0BOJBHO OBICTPO W C YIOBOJBCTBHEM BIOXHYJA TOPBHKOBATHIMH,
Oynopaxyumit apomat. OHO CTOMJIO KaK MOSI MECSTYHAs 3apIljiaTa Ha MPOUUIoN padoTe.

CrapuB koe Pomany u cebe, s BbIIUIa Ha YIMIY M 3acTaja €ro BCE €Ile CHAAINMM Ha



CKaMEUKe.

— Jlepxu, — s npoTsHyaa eMy Kpyxky. — Caxapa ase. [loitaet?

— Ara, — OH OTHWJI U3 KPYKKH U JOBOJIbHO 3axmypuiics. — [lorigem?

— Kyna? — s coBepiieHHO 3a0bl1a O TOM, YTO XOT€eJIa IOCMOTPETh Ca/l.

— CaJzt cMOTpeTh, — XMBIKHYJI OH U BCTall. — Bedepom TaM oueHb KpacHuBo.

S momuia 3a HUM cleaoM, JOOYSICh TPEHUPOBAHHBIM TEJIOM W MOAyMayia, 4TO HYKHO €My
cKazarb, 4TOoObl HajeBan (yrOonKy. Termepb B JOME €CTh JKEHIMHA M 3TO ObUIO HEMPHUIIUYHO.
[IpuurHa KOHEUHO ObLIA B APYrOM — MHE XOTEJIOCh 3aHUMAThCSI CBOMMH JIeJIaMU, a HE IMSUITUTHCS
Ha CEKCYaJbHOI'O CaJOBHUKA.

DTO AEUCTBUTENBHO OBUIO HEBEPOSITHO. HeKOoTOphIE IIBETHI 1 BOOOIIE HUKOT/IA HE BHUENA, U C
YBOKEHHEM ITOKOCHJIACh HA KPAaCUBOTO CAJIOBHHKA. YIUBHUTEIBHBIE YEPHBIE OPXUJEU MPUBICKIIN
MOM B3IVISIJ] CBOMM HEOOBIMHBIM BHJIOM U KPYIMHBIMU I[BETAMH, Ha KOTOPBIX OJIECTETU MPO3paYHbIe
karau. Kak HeoObruHO... Oka3bIBaeTCs €CTh W Takue... bapxaTHble JIEMECTKU Ka3ajducCh TaKUMU
HEXKHBIMU M MSTKHUMH, YTO XOTEJIOCh MPUKOCHYTHCS K HHUM, IOYYBCTBOBATH ATy JACKOBYIO
HEXXHOCTb... Sl MOTAHYIACh K OHOW U3 HUX, YTOOBI MOHIOXaTh, HO POMaH BAPYr OTTOJIKHYI MEHS,
oT4ero Mou kode pacmieckancs rno Gpyrooke.

— Jlaxxe 3amax 3TuX 1BeTOB sA70BUT! He moaxonu k HUM BooOIE! — PABKHYII OH, MPOH3as
MEHSI TEMHBIM B3IUIsIIOM. — HU OMH Bpay He cnaceT TOro, KTo OTPABUTCA SI0OM YEPHBIX OpXueH !

— MoxHO0 OBIIO MIPOCTO CKa3aTb, — 51 TOCMOTpeENa Ha 0e3HaEKHO UCTIOPUYCHHYIO (YTOOJIKY.
Xopol1o X0Th HE ycIena NepeoieThesl. — 3aueM K€ UX TOTJa BhIpalMBaTh?

— OHU HanOMUHAIOT AJIEKCAHIPY O JIOM€, — KOPOTKO OTBETHJI CaJIOBHHK M IOBEJ MEHS
MPOYb OT MPEJIECTHBIX, HO ATOBUTHIX Opxuaeh. — [locMoTpu ydilie Ha po3bl.

UYTo 3TO 3a JI0M, IJIe pacTyT TaKue€ I[BEThl U MOYEMY UMEHHO OHM HAlOMUHAIOT ACTapOBY O
noMe? Huuero nmomnpoliie He HALIOCH?
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Korma nHactynun Bedep, MHE CTall0 COBCEM HEYIOTHO B OOJBIIIOM U UyKOM Jome. S penmna
pa3zo0parh YeMoiaH, TaK U CTOSIBIIMK B yIIy CHAJbHU W MPUHSJIACH pa3BEIIMBaTh CBOU BEIM Ha
MJICYMKAX, Pa3MBbIIUTAs O CETOAHAIIHUX 3HAKOMCTBaX. POMaH mokaszan MHE cajl, W IMOCIE 3TOro s
ero 0oJblle HEe BUENA, OH OY[ITO 3aTepsuicsl B CBOMX BIAXKHBIX 3apocisix. Hy u xoporro, XBaTtur ¢
MEHSI Ha CeromHs KpacaBleB. [IOBECHMB IOCIEIHIO BEllp, S OTHPABUIIACH B BAHHYIO, TAE C
YAOBOJICTBUEM BBIMBUIA TOJIOBY M NPUBEJIA B TOPSAOK CBOKO KOXKY, HA KOTOPOHM YK€ TOIMOPLIMIIACH
MIPOTUBHBIE BOJIOCKU. JIErKUI KpEM, HEMHOTO TyXOB U MHE CTaJI0O HAMHOTO JIyYILE.

[TormsimeB Ha cebst B 3epkajo, s OCTajgach JOBOJIbHA: MPUITYXIOCTh C BEK YIUIA, KpacHOTa
TOke. Ternepp MO€ JUIO BBIVISAEIO KaK BCErJa — HEXHBIM PyMSHEN W JErKur 3arap. Beicymms
(¢beHOM CBOM JIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI, KOTOPBIE s 3aBEPHY/IA HECKOJBKO pa3 Mpexie YeM CTSIHYTh HUX
PE3UHKOM, S COBCEM MPUOOOApUIIach U TOYYBCTBOBaNa ce0sl KEHIIMHOM, a He OechopMEeHHBIM
MenkoM. HacTpoeHue MoOAHSIIOCHh, U PACKUHYBIIMCh Ha OOJBIION KpOBarv, i MOMEHTAIbHO
3acCHYJa, BAbIXask NPUATHBIA apoMaT KOHAUIIMOHEPA AJIsl OeJbsl.

Korna Ha MOOMIIBHOM TTpO3BEHEI OYIMIIBHUK, g YK€ HE cliaja. DTON HOYbIO MHE CHWJICS Je],
U S IPOCHYNAch C YIbIOKOW. OH ObUI €IMHCTBEHHBIM YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIM MOHMMan MeHd. Ero
no0pasi, 3arafjouHas yapl0Ka CTOsUIa y MEHS Tepe]] TIa3amu.

— 3anomHu, Mapusi, — roBOpUJI OH MHE, U €r0 YMHbIE, IPOHHUIATEIbHbIE [T1a3a CMOTPEIIH Ha
MEHS C JJaCKOBBIM BHUMAaHUEM. — bl HE Takas, Kak Bce. Y TeOs €CTh TO, 4TO OTCYTCTBYET Y
npyrux jroaei. Tel — dheHomen, Mapus.

Ckonbko 51 HEe J0oOMBaNach y HEro, B UE€M JK€ 3aKJIIOUaeTcsl MOSl YHUKaJIbHOCTb, OH BCETla
yABIOAJICS U TOBTOPSLIL:

— Ilpuner Bpems, y3Haelb.

[ToToMm, mmo3:K€e, KOrma s MoB3pOoCiena, MHE Ka3aJloCh, YTO JO MEHS JOLIEN CMBICH €r0 CJIOB —
JIe/T XOTeN, 9TOOBI 51 yBaXkaja ce0si, TOBEpHJia B CBOIO YHUKATHHOCTD.

Ho mepen camoii cmMepThio, Kora B O0JIBHUIIE, A€/ CIa00 CKUMAIl MOIO JIaJIOHb, S YCIIbIIaia
OT HErO CTPAHHbIE CJIOBA!

— MHe xanb, 4TO S HE ycIel Tebe BCEero paccka3arb M IMOCTOSHHO OTKJIaJbIBajl 3TO Ha
notoM. Ho 3anmomMHuu, 4ToOBI HE CIIY4MIIOCH, HE Myraics. XoTs 3a CTOJBKO JIET Thl HE yBUJIENA HU
€IUHOrO pasa...

— Yero He yBuaena? — s ¢ TPYIOM IMOHUMAJA €ro 3aTyXaloulylo pedb. — [leaymka, 4ro s
J0J>KHA ObLIa YBUJIETH?
— Moxet, B TeOe 1 HeT 3Toro jaapa, Mapus. [lapa BUAETh aH... — JbIXaHHUE Ae€Ja CTaJC

TSDKEJIBIM M XPHUILIBIM, TJ1a3a 3aKaTUIIUCh U 1 OpOCHIach 3a TOMOIIBIO, HO YBHI. ..

OH ymep, a s 0JITO AyMalia HaJl €ro CJI0OBaMH, HE UMEsl HM MaJICUIIero MOHSATHS, YTO OH UMEJ
BB Ty. BO3MO0OXXHO, 3TO TTpOoCcTO OBUT TIpeacMepTHBIN Open. Ho 11 MeHs, OH Tak U OCTaJICSI CaMbIM
JOOUMBIM U IOPOTUM YEJIOBEKOM, TATAHTIUBEHIIIMM YIEHBIM U MYJPbIM MPENogaBaTelIeM.

S nmpepBajia CBOM TPYCTHBIE BOCIIOMUHAHHUSI — HYXKHO OBUIO BCTarh IOpaHbINE, BEIb S HE
3Haja, BO CKOJIBKO JIOJKEH Ipuexarb ACTapoB. A BeJb OH, BO3MOXHO, 3aXOYET IM03aBTPAKATh.
Crnanko TOTSHYBIIMCh, $ TMOTOMajda YyMbBIBAThCS, pa3MbBIIUIsiE Ha XOAy, UTO JOpPOroi
OpTONEIMYECKUM Marpac — OTJWYHas Belllb, TOTOMY YTO YYyBCTBOBaja si ceOsl OTJAOXHYBIICH W
CBEXKel.

3aKOHYMB TUTMEHUYECKHUE MPOIEAYPHI, I HaHEC]Ia HEMHOTO MaKHUsKa M CTSHYIa BOJIOCHI B



BbICOKUH XBOCT. OHU TIUIeTIaj Iy MEHsI 1O MOSCHUIIE TIPH KaXKJIOM Iare U s YIBIOHYJIach — YTO HE
TOBOPH, a BOJIOCHI MOsI TOpIOCTh. S Hazena TEMHYIO OOKYy 1O KOJeH, Oenyro ONy3Ky u
CUMIMAaTu4Hble TYQIU-TOA0UKH, PELIMB, YTO, HABEPHOE, TaK JOJDKHA BBINIAJAETH JOMpPaOOTHHUIIA
onmurapxa. OmisineB ceOs, s XMBIKHYIa — B 3TOM Hapsijie s KOrma-To XOIuja Ha YpPOKH.
[IpenogaBarens UCTOPUH, TENEPh MojioMolika u npuciayra! Hy u uept ¢ HuM... Bece B mpornuiom.

3a OKHOM IIeOeTand MTUYKH, CHUSJIO COJHBIIIKO M BBIIISHYB U3 PACHaxXHYThIX CTBOPOK, S5
3aMeThIa MEXIy IBETYIIMX KYCTOB, HIMPOKYy0 crnuHy Pomana. OH o0Ope3an cyxue mnoOeru Ha
PO30BBIX KyCTaX, U €r0 MbIIIIbI NEPEKATHIBAIIUCH MOJ KOXKEW MPU KaxJOM JIBHKEHHHU. Sl OoTBena
r1a3a OT OKHA M B3sJIach 3a TOTOBKY. 1Bl 3/1eCh HE JUJISI TOTO, YTOOBI TapalMThCA HAa MY)KHKOB,
Mapus!

B xonoguibHUKE s Halwia CBEKEe MSICO, JKUPHOTO TyCsl, MOJIOKO, filla, pa3HOOOpa3ue BCAKUX
OBOIIEH U €Ille Ky4y BCSIKOUM BCSUMHBL. ['ycs g penmia NpuroToBUTh Ha YKUH, a BOT U3 MACA MOKHO
OBLIO HaXKapUTh OTOWBHBIX. BCYHYB B yIIIM HAYIIHUKH, ST TPOXHYJIA O CTOJ Pa3JeI0dyHON JOCKON U
MO-CaMypalCKH 3aBOIMUJIA, PE3KO BHITAIIMB OTPOMHBIN HOX U3 MOJCTABKU.

* % %

AcTapoT BoIed B JJOM U YAUBICHHO NpUciymaicsa. M3 KyXHu JOHOCUIOCh TOHEHBKOE TIEHUE,
K KOTOpPOMY MPHUMEIMBAICS apoMmar TOTOBsIIeHcs munm. Ero HoBas gomMpaOoTHHIIA TMOET 3a
pabotoii? OH yCcMexHYJCs, MPeACTaBUB 0ecHOPMEHHYIO TPYAY B MIMPOKHUX IITAHAX, HAMIEBAIOIIYIO
yro-TO U3 "Apun'". UntepecHas ocoba. Ho ecnu ena OymeT Tak ke yynecHa, Kak ee apoMar, TO OH
rOTOB TE€PHETh 3TU KOHUEPTHI.

JleMoH TipoIres] MUMO KyXHU M KMHYB TyJla MUMOJIETHBIN B3I, 3aMmep. [loTom crenan mar
Ha3aJl ¥ YCTaBUJICS HA MAJICHBKYIO TOUCHYIO (PUTYPKY, TAHITYIOIIIYIO BO3JIE CTOA.

[Tonka, 0OTsIHYTast YepHOU FOOKOH, ABUTAIACH U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY U ACTapOT BCe 0OJIbIIE
3aJjaBAJICSI BOIIPOCOM: KTO 3T0? U Kya Jienacey EeHIMHA, Molapanasiias eMy Buepa Mamuy???

JITMHHBIE, TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI HE3HAKOMKH, Ka4yajluCh BMECTE C TEM MECTOM, OT KOTOPOrO OH HE
MOT' OTBECTH B3NNIsIA. biiecTsinme, ryctbie, OHM COBCEM HE IMOXOAUIM HA TOT XBOCTHK, KOTOPBIM
YHBUIO CBHUCAJI C MAKYIIIKKA €70 HACTOSIIEH JOMPaOOTHHUIIBI!

He3nakoMka moBepHynach K HEMY, CIIOBHO MOYYBCTBOBAB €T0O B3MUISJI, U BHIPOHUB MEPIIOBKY,
HCIYraHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— Oii! 910 BBI.

JleMOH OlleHUBAIOILE OKUHYI B3IVISJIOM IOJIHYIO TPYlb, TOHKYIO TaJUI0, CTPOMHBIE HOXKHU U
MPOTSHYII:

— Jla, 910 5. A ThI KTO?

— B cMbicne? — neBylka pacTtepsiach, U €€ MOJHbIE TYOBI ClIerKa MPUOTKPBUTUCE. — UTO BB
MMEETE B BUTY?

AcTapoT 0oJiee BHUMATEIbHO MOCMOTPEII HAa HEE U BCE TaKM y3HaJ] ATOT pa3pe3 mia3, TOHKUH
HOC Y BECHYIIIKA Ha HeM. KpacHBIX IMATEH Ha JIUIE YK€ He ObUTO, BEKH HE BBIMISACIIN TPUITYXIIMMHU.
Ho, ueprt, 510 ObUIA €T0 JOMpaboTHUILIA!

— TsI IpeoOpa3uiack, — MPOMYPJIbIKAT OH, TOHUMAsI, 4YTO 3TO €My HPABUTCSL.

— Jla? — oHa, Ka3aJ10Ch, yIUBUIACh. — ITO TLIOXO?

— Jla HeT, — OTBETWJI IEMOH, HO €ro BHYTPEHHHUU rojioc modtu B3pepen: "[la, wept! IO
noxo! Teneps st Oyay AymMaTh O TBOEH TaHIIYIOIIEH MOMKE MOCTOSHHO!"

— Br1 OyzneTe o0enaTh? — crnpocuiia OHa, U €€ IIEKU YyTh-4yTh TOPO30BEIIH.

— Uyts nozxke. [IpuMepHo depes yac, — ckazan ACTapoT U OBICTPO MOKUHYI KyXHIO, YTOOBI
HE IIOKHUPOBATh ATy MAISIBKY TOPUYAILIM YJICHOM.



Kak sxe oH He pasmisgen mox 3Tod O0echopMEeHHOW ONEkKIOW TakoW JaKOMBIM Kycouek? U
Tenepb OH OYJIET XOAUTH y HETO 10 IOMY, 3aCTaBJIsAs MOCTOSHHO IyMaTh O TOM, B Y€M OHA JIOKHUTCS
CIIaTh U YTO JICJIAECT B JYILE.

AcTapoT yeAMHUJICA B KaOMHETE M, HAIMB cebe BOAKM, cell B kpecio. HabpaB mapons, oH
NOKIaJICs, KOTIa Ha MOHUTOPE MOSIBATCS UKOHKH, U OTKPBUI CIIMCOK JIEMOHOB M UX 3agaHuii. Ho
Kak OH HM CTapayiCsi BHUKHYTh B pa0OTy, y HEro HUYEro He mojydaiock. Ilepen mazamu crosia
MaJsiBKa U3 KyxHd. OH BBINWJI, HEMHOIO MOCHUJEI C 3aKPBITHIMU IJIa3aMU U BCE TAKU CITYCTHJICS
BHU3, I7I€ BOBCIO rpemernia nmocynod Mapus. — Hakpoit Ha 1BOMX, — CcKa3all OH, 00JIOKOTUBIIMCH O
JIBEpHOM KocsK. Ero riasa ¢ s>kaJHOCThIO HAOII0 I 3a HEM.

JleBylika CHOBa MCITYTAaHHO B3JIPOTHYJIA OT €T0 roJIoca Y MOBEPHYBLIKUCH, CIIPOCUIIA:

— BrI kzeTe rocten?

— Her, 1 moo6enaro ¢ Pomanom.

— Xopolo, — OHa OTBEpPHYIACh, SBHO VYAWBIEHHAs TEM, 4YTO OH pa3dejuT o00ea ¢
CaJIOBHUKOM.

Ho xeHumHa HE MoT1a 3HaTh, YTO OH TOXE JEMOH U €AMHCTBEHHBIN JIPYT, KOTOPBINA OCTAJCSA C
Acrtapotom. 1 koTOpomMy Tak HpaBUJIOCH BO3UTHLCA C IIBETaMU. B 0COOEHHOCTH C SIIOBUTHIMU. . .

Poman Hocui B Ay uMst — budpoHc 1 ObUT JOBOIBHO BBICOK IO TTOJIOKEHHUIO, SBISSICH COPOK
mecThM TyxoM. OH MOKUHY A BCJIEN 32 IPYrOM, YTOOBI OBITH PSIIOM M €CJIU HY)KHO, TOACTaBUTh
CBOE ILJIEYO.

% %k ok

O6ex Obul BbINIE BCEX MMOXBaJI, YTO JIMIIHUK pa3 IOKa3ajo JIEMOHY HpaBUIBHOCTH €ro
pemienus. Poman ObU1 B BocTOpre, U ACTapoT 3aMeTHII, KaK OH IMPOBOXAET MPeoOpa3uBIIyIOCS
JEBYIIIKY aJIHbIMU IJ1a3aMH.

— Te1 Oyneus noenars CBOM 00ed MM MOXHUPATh B3MIIOM MO Mapuio, — HEIOBOJIBHO
MIOMHTEPECOBAJIICSI  JIEMOH, XMyps OpoBu. EMy mo4yeMy-TO HE XOTEJIOCh Ha3bIBaTh €€
JOMPaOOTHHUIIEH MU TTPUCITYTOM.

— Tsoro Mapuio? — ockanuicsi B ynbiOke budponc. — Tsl penmia COBMECTUTh B OJHOM
KEHIUHE TPUCITYTY, KyXapKy U JIFOOOBHUITY?

— A Tebe kakoe J1eJ10?7 — TOXKe YIBIOHYICS ACTapOT U HAJIUII €My BOJKH B OOJIBIIYIO MTy3aTYIO
promKy. — MMeenmb Buabl Ha Hee?

Poman paccmesics, HO cpa3y TOCEpbE3HEI U, IOHU3UB I0JIOC, CKa3al:

— MHe KaXeTcs, YTO-TO MPOUCXOIUT.

— B kakom cMbiciie? — ACTapOT HACTOPOKEHHO MTOCMOTPEIT Ha Apyra.

3a 3T J1Ba CIOKOWHBIX TO/Ia, TPOBEICHHBIX HA 3€MJIE, OH OTBBIK IMOCTOSIHHO OBITH HATOTOBE B
OKHMJIAaHUU KaKOW-HUOY/Ib OMAaCHOCTH.

— Buepa aHewm, s MOYYyBCTBOBAJ TEMHYIO DHEPrHio, — cKa3ajdl budpoHc u B ero miazax
POMEIbKHYJIA 00ECITOKOCHHOCTD.
— I'me? — AcrtapoT nocTaBUJl PIOMKY W TPUTOTOBWJICA CIyIIaTh HOBOCTH, KOTOpPBIE

BBI3bIBAJIM HEMPUATHOE YYBCTBO MPUOIMKEHUE YETO-TO HEXOPOIIETO.

— B cany. 1 s3t0 ObUIO HE IeMOHMYECKON TpUpojbl, — PoMan nmonusun ronoc. — A gaxe He
MOTY IPUMEPHO CKa3aTh, 4TO 3TO.

— W uTo THI AymMaenb? — AcTapoT 3ayMYHBO IMOTEP MOAOOPOIOK 3aPOCIIHMM IETUHOM.

— OHO SIBHO HACTPOEHO HEeraTuBHO. OUYEHb.

— Y10 OBl 3TO He OBUIO, OHO HE MOXKET MPUYUHHUTH BpEd, — BBICOKOMEPHO IPOU3HEC
Acrtapot. — Sl — nemoH u3 Tpuajsl 31a! KTo Mmoxer ObITh cuiibHee MeHs1, kpoMe Jltomudepa?



— He 3Haro, HO HaM HYXHO OBITh HAcTOpOXe, — PoMaH BBINIWI BOIKY M ITOKOCHJICS B
CTOPOHY KyXHH. — XOPOIICHbKas KYKOJIKA.

— 3aliMuCh Jy4llle CBOMMH IIBETOYKaMM, JeBOUKa! — 3acMmesicss ACTapoT, HO €ro B3IVIAl
TOXE IMEPEMECTHUJIICS B CTOPOHY KYXHH.

budpoHc 3axoxoTan ¥ OHU ILIYTJIMBO 3aJpaJIUCh, TTOXOXKKE Ha 0€33a00THBIX MAapHEH, a HE Ha
’KECTOKHUX JI€MOHOB.



I'1aBa 28

* % % 4] MplIa mocyay ¥ JOBOJBHO YIBIOAIaCh — MHE YAAJIOCh HEMHOTO YCHBIIATh O CBOMX
KYJIMHApPHBIX TAJIAHTaX U 3TO, KOHEYHO, JbCTHJIO. BBIMBIB MOJIBL, I IPUCENIa HA CTYII U MOANEPEB
rOJIOBy KYJauKoOM, 3aaymanach. Takoil YejoBeK, Kak ACTapoB, 3ampocTo OOEJaeT CO CBOUM
cagoBHUKoM! ClI0BHO OHM cTapbie Apy3bsi! OH oueHb HEOObIUHBIN... M Kakoil kpacuBblii! ¥ Hero
ObUIM CTpaHHBbIE DIYOOKHE I[la3a, U MHE CErofHsA IOKa3ajoch, OyATO B MX YEPHOTE MOJIBIXAeT
KpacHoe IjiaMs. A Kakhe y Hero ryobl, M-M-M... Sl MedTaresbHO IPUKpbUIA IT1a3a U, KOHEYHO XK€,
CHOBA UCITyrajach, KOra psIoM Ipo3ByYal €ro BKpaIduBbIi royoc:

— Ycrana?

Okazanoch, 4To AcCTapoB CTOsJI HAalpOTUB U CMOTPENI Ha MEHA B ymnop. S modyBcTBOBala
HEJIOBKOCTh U HapacTayo ONIyIIeHHUE, OyATO MEHS MTPOCBEYMBAJI PEHTTEH.

— Her. S nuub npuroroBuiia 06e, — sl YyBCTBOBAJIA €T0 3aIaX, KOTOPbIA 00BOJAKMBAJ MEHS
NPSHBIM apOMaTOM BOCTOUHBIX HOUEU. — BbI ceroins yxuHaere noma, Anexkcanap AnexkceeBuy?

— Eme He 3Ha0, — OH BAPYT NPOTSHYA PYKY U HPOIYCTUJ CKBO3b MHajblbl MOU XBOCT,
NEePEKUHYTHIN Ha M1e40. — Y Te0s KpacuBbIe BOJIOCHI, Mapus.

— Cnacu0o, — s BcTaja, oulynas TaKou »kap B IpyAH, 4TO cTajno 0oibHO. Kak e cHiibHO Ha
MEHS JEUCTBYET 3TOT MY>KUHHA.

Xorenock ckazath emy: "He npukacaiicsi Ko MHE, WJIU s HE 3acHY cerofHsa Houblo!" Ho Beyx s
IIPOM3HECIIA:

— MHe HY)XHO ITO3BOHUTH TOMOM.

S mouTtn Kacanach Tpynblo ero pedep, HO OH He JBUTAJICS C MECTa, U MEXIy HaMH OyaTo
3JIEKTPUYECTBO MPoOexano. Mou COCKH MO TOHKUM KPYKEBOM JU(UNKa HAIPATIUCH, U 3TO OBLIO
OTUYETJIMBO BUJIHO Y€pe3 TOHKYIO TKaHb OJY3KH, YTO HE YCKOJB3HYIO OT €ro B3IIsAJa, KOTOPBIA
cpa3y xe ycrpemuics Tyga. Cropas oT cThiga, s 3aMeTHJIA JIETKYIO YIbIOKY, CIPSATABIIYIOCS B
YrOJIKaxX €ro ry0o ¥ MOKpacHea.

— ITo3BOHH, KOHEYHO, — MY)KYHMHA BCE K€ OTOILEII, MPOITYCKas MEHsI, HO, KOT/a 51 OTOUUIA OT
cToja, OKIUMKHYI: — Mapus!

— Jla? — 51 o0epHyack, 0’KKAast 4Ero YroJHO, HO OH BCETO JIMIIb JI0CTall MOPTMOHE U CKa3all:

— Bot naenpru. Kynute 4To nmocuntaere Hy>KHBIM.

AcCTapoB MOJIOKUJ UX HA CTOJ U BBILIET B caj yepe3 PpaHIly3cKOe OKHO.

boxe moit! DTOT MyxunHa 3acTaBUI MEHs 3a0bITh O MYXKe M IpodJiemMax 3a mojaropa aHs! S
BCSI TOpeJia OT BO3OYXKJIEHUS, U 3TU HEIPUBBIYHBIC, JABHO 3a0BITHIE OIIYIICHUS MPUILLTUCH MHE IO
BKycy. Ho 3T0 Bcero nmiimb ¢daHTa3nu, CIWIIKOM BEJIUKA MPONACTh MEXIY HAMU U €€ HUKOTIA He
IIPEOIONIETH.

AcTapoB yexall, a & HEMHOIO IMOXOAuja Mo JOMY, IPOTUpas OT MbUIM BCE MOBEPXHOCTH, OT
CTaTy3TOK J0 MOJIOKOTHUKOB. POMaH Toxe MOKUHYI JI0M, BbleXaB 3a BopoTa Ha Oenom "Tlopie".
NHTepecHO, CKOIBKO 3apabaThlBaeT CaJOBHHMK, €CIM TI03BOJISIET cebe e3AUTh Ha TaKoM
apromooOmie??? CBoro 3apmiary s elie He oOroBapuBaia ¢ ACTapOBbIM — MHE ObUIO HEJIOBKO.

[TomHsABIMCH HA TPETUN 3TAXK, A yBUJIENA JECTHUILY, YOETalOIlyt0 BBEpX U Cpa3y J0rajajiach,
4YTO OHa BeIeT B OalleHKy, KOTOpas BO3BbIIAJIACh HaJ OCTalbHbIM JoMoM. Ha Hee s cpasy
oOparmyia BHUMaHUE, KOT/a TOJIBKO MObeXala K MOMECThI0O — €€ OKHA KPacHBO MEPEIMBAIHCH
BUTPAXXHBIMU cTekiamu. S B30exkana Mo CTyleHbKaM BBEPX M BOCXUINCHHO axXHYlla — BBICOKHE
CTpeJibdaThie OKHA OBLTM YHCTO BBIMBITHI, U CKBO3b HUX MPOOUBAIKCH JIy4U COJIHIIA, PACKPAIIMBas



JIEPEBAHHBIN 1OJ B paayry. OCTOpOXKHO NPUOTKPHIB 3TO BEIUKOJICTINE, sl BBINISIHYIIA HAPYXKY U C
BBICOTHI OAlllHU MPUHSIIACH PA3IIAABIBATG MPUPOLY, OKPYKABIIYIO OM. BeKoBbIE COCHBI, IyOBI,
3eJIEHbIN KoBep nyra... HeBepositHO!

W TyT MO B3NS HAaTKHYJICS HAa CTPaHHYIO (PUTYpPY, CTOSIBIIYIO BO3Jie BOPOT moMecThs. [lo
BHEIIHEMY BHUY 3TO ObLI MY)XYHWHA — TaK 5 pelrjia U3-3a MMPOKUX IJIEY U TBEPAOU IMOXOIKH,
KOTOPOM OH MEpPUJI PAaCCTOSIHUE OT BOPOT O BBICOKOM PACKUIMCTOW eilv. BHUMaHue mpuBIIeKall
€ro CTPaHHBIN HapsJ — YEPHBIA OaTaXxoH C KaIIOUMIOHOM, HATOMUHAIOIIMKA HAPSI/T CPETHEBEKOBBIX
MoHaxoB. KTo oH? UTo em HyxHO 31ech? MHe cTtano crpamHo. Beap s onHa B jomMe, a HE3HAKOMEI
JICHUCTBUTENHHO OBLT KaKMM-TO TMOMO3PUTEIbHBIM. Braneke CBEpKHYI OTpPaKeHHBIM OT J000BOTO
CTEKJIa JIyd U i 4yTh HE 3amphirajga oT objerdyenus. Poman! BepHyBImCh B3ISIIOM K CTPAHHOMY
"MOHaxy", s1 ero He yBuaena. OH ucues.

%k %k ok

— B yepHOM OanaxoHe? — yaUBUIICS CaJOBHUK, CIIyIIash MOM paccka3 O CTPaHHOM TOCTe. —
N uto oH nenan?

— Hwyero... IlpoxaxuBaics 1ox BOpPOTaMH, CJIOBHO XJajl KOIO-TO, — s BCIIOMHUIJIA
CTPAHHOTO TOCTS U MEpEJEPHYIA MiedamMu. — MHe He 4acTo BCTPEHartoTCsl MY>KUUHBI B MaHTHSIX,
HE CUMTAas CBSIIIEHHUKOB.

— Pasbepemcs, He nepexuBaii, — Poman oOompstoie ynbiOHycs MmHe. — S TeGe obermaro,
4TO ¢ TOOOM HMYETo He ciayuuTcs. He cTouT mpeaaBaTh 3TOMY OOJIBIIOrO 3HAYCHUS.

— Ho 3gecy HeT HHM oOXpaHbl, HM Jaxe cobaku! — MHE HE BEpUIOCh B TaKyl0 VXK
0€30I1aCHOCTh 3TOTO YEJIMHEHHOTO UMEHUS. — BOKpyr HU ay1im!

— 31ech eCTh KOEe-4YTO IMOJIydllle OXpaHbl W CO0aK, — 3arajJ04HO OTBETUJI CAJOBHUK U
crpocui: — YTO Ha yKUH?

— I'ych, — OypKHYyJa s. HE pa3Jienisisa ero YBepeHHOCTH U PoMaH 10BOJIBLHO MOTEP PYKHU.

— 3aMaH4MBO.

OHn ymien, a s MOAHAJACh K ce0e: OTIOXHYTh BCe-Taku HEe Melano. M3 rojloBel HE BBIXOMUII
HENPHUITHBIA TOCTh U MHE Ka3aJl0Ch, YTO HECET HEKYI0 onacHocTh. Hy a uto? PazBe maiio Bparos y
OoraThIX JIFOIEH?

Bsino pasgymbiBas 0 0€30MacHOCTH JIoMa, s BCE JK€ 3aJjpeMayia, YKYTaBIIMCh B TOHKHUH
IEPCTSIHOM I, a KOTAa MPOCHY/IACh, HA YIUIIE MOPOCHUI MEJIKUM JTOXKAUK, HECMOTpSI, Ha TO, YTO
M3 PBAHOM TYUYKH BBIIJISJIBIBAJIO COJHBINKO. SI cella B KpOBard M YAMBJICHHO YCTaBUJIach Ha
OEJIOCHEKHYIO PO3Y, JIKABIIYIO Ha TymMOouke. Ee miajkue, Onaroyxaronme JIeNeCTKH ObUTH YCEeSTHBI
JOKJIEBBIMU KaIUISIMHU, U3 4Yero 5 cleliaja BBIBOJ, YTO COpBaHa OHA ObLTa COBCEM HenaBHO. MHe
OBLJIO MPUSATHO, HO HEMHOTO HE 110 ce0e OTTOro, 4TO KTO-TO OBUT B MOEH craibHe, KOT/ia s craja.

— YT0 3HAYUT KTO-TO? — mpoBOpYana s, BAbIXas HEXHbIM apoMar. — Poman. bouibiie
HEKOMY.

A penmia no6iaroAapuTh €ro, HO U 1aTh MOHSTH, YTO IIEHIO CBOE YeAUHEHHUE.

Pomana s Hanwia B cagy — OH OepexHO coOMpas JIENeCTKH YEpHOW OpXUJIEU B TEMHBIN

Memodek. Ero 3aropenast cnuHa Giecterna oT J0KIs U TSI B Hee, s CIPOCHJIa;

— 3a4eM ThI 3TO JIeJIaeb?

OH BBIIPSMUJICSA, W MBIIIIBI €T0 Mpecca KpacuBO HampAruch. ['ocrnonu, oH Korga-HUOYIb
HaJieBaeT pyoamiky???

- D10 omacHoe pacteHue. He xouy, 4ToObI KTO-HHOYIb OTPABUJICS, — OTBETHUJI CaJOBHUK U
TYTO 3aTSIHYJ HHYPOK MEIIoUKa.

— KT0? — MHe moka3anaoch, 9TO OH CKa3as IepBOE, YTO MPHUIILIO MY B TOJIOBY. — 37€Ch HET



HHUKOT'0, KPOME Hac.
— WHorga k AnekcaHipy mpue3karoT TOCTH, — OH YABIOHYIICS U MoxXan miaedamu. — He Tak
4acTo, HO TEM HE MEHEE.

— Th1 3ax0onus1 KO MHE B CIIAJIbHIO, KOT'Ia A CIlajla, — A IIOCMOTpEJila MY B IIa3d, HO B HUX
ObLIa JIMIIG JIETKast HaCMeEIKa.
— MHe X0T€eJI0Ch cleaTh Tebe MNpUATHO, — IIPOCTO OTBETUII OH, HO OBUIO YTO-TO IOIIIOE B

TOM, KaK OH 3TO cka3zai. CaJJoOBHUK SIBHO UMeEJ BBHAY HeuTo apyroe. — Ho eciu Tebe He HpaBUTCA,
s OoJibIle HE OyIy.

OH BepHylcs K CBOed paboTe, a g BAPYr MOAyMala, YTO MHE BE3J€ MEPELMTCS CEKC.
HagepHoe, cka3pIBajioCh €ro J0ATro€ OTCYTCTBHE. S momuia mo cagoBOM ajUIeWKe, YKPBIBIIMCH IOA
30HTUKOM, U yX€ NMpUONIMKasICh K JJOMY, CHOBA yBUJIENa MYKUMHY B TEMHOM OZICSIHMU. TOJNBKO Ha
ATOT pa3 OH HAXOJUJICA B Cady, CTOS MEX/y KYCTOB BBIOILIMXCS PO3.

A ucnyraHHo 3aMmepiia, M1 Ha HEro, HO OH TOXK€ MOBeN ce0s CTpaHHO. Y MEHS CJIOXKUIIOCH
BII€UATJICHUE, YTO OH JyMail, OyaTo s He BUXKY ero! Korma st ocTaHOBUIACh, OH MOJHSII TOJIOBY U 5
yBHUZENa OJIeHOE, KPAacCUBOE JMUIO C TaKMMU TOJyObIMH [Ja3aMH, YTO B HHUX OOJBHO OBLIO
CMOTpeTh. Hamm B3msapl BCTPETUIINCH, U B TUX SPKHUX IT1a3aX BCIBIXHYIO U3YMJIEHHE, a ITIOTOM
mokK. HesHakomen mar"ynn Hazaa ¥ Mc4de3 B I'YCTBIX 3apOCisAX. TOJIBKO IMOCIJE 3TOrO s 3aKpryala,
orjamas CBOMM BOILIEM BECh Cafl...

— Yro ciyunsnoch?! — caJJOBHHK OKa3ajcs BO3JIE MEHSI HACTOJIBKO OBICTPO, UTO 5 3aTKHYIACh
Y YIAUBJIICHHO IIOCMOTpEIIa Ha HETO, a [IOTOM BBIIOXHYJIA!

— $1 cHOBa BUena ero!

— I'ne? — PoMaH HacTOpoXeHHO 00BEN B3MIISIIOM aJUIEHKY, Cpa3y MOHSB KOTO s UMEIO BBULY.

— B pozax. On crosur mpsMoO B 3THX KycTax! — s mokazajla Ha TO MECTO, IZI€ CTOsUI
HE3HAKOMEI U OH IIOIIEJ TyAA.

— Kak oH BbIrIIsAIen? — caJOBHUK BHUMATEIBHO ITOCMOTPEI HA MEHS.

— Bce B ToM ke Hapsze... bnennoe kpacusoe ymno... 1 masa... — MHe HauMHaI0 Ka3arbes,
YTO 51 BUZEJIa HEYTO HE COBCEM OOBIUHOE.

— Yro m1a3za? — caJOBHUK MOJAJICS KO MHE BCEM TEJIOM, OKMIasi OTBETA.

— T'ony0Oble u 10 Gonu sipKKe, — 51 BCHOMHMJIA B3[JISA HE3HAKOMIIA M B3ApOrHyna. — Takux
rJj1a3 He ObIBaeT.

JIuno Pomana BeITsHynocs. Ha cexyHIy MHE MOKa3ajaoCh, YTO OH IOYYBCTBOBAJI KAKYIO-TO
OMAaCHOCTb, HO CTOWJIO CAJOBHHUKY YBHAECTh MOW HACTOPOKEHHBIM B3NN, KAK €ro JHIO
ITIOMEHSIIOCH.

— Tebe moka3zanock. 31eCh HUKOTO HET, — HACMEIUIMBO Ipou3Hec oH. — He HakpyuuBaii
ceos.

— Ho s yBepeHa B TOM, 4TO BUJEA, — YNEPTO MPOU3HECIA 51, HE IOHUMAs [IOYEMY EMY TaK
X04eTcsl yoenuTh MeHs B 00patHOoM. UTOObI 51 He epexuBana’?

— S o0oiigy cam u mpoBEPIO KaX bl YrOJOK. DTO T€0S YCIIOKOUT? — OH TSXKEIO B3JAO0XHYI,
JaBas MIOHATH, YTO S HAJI0EJIA EMY.

— Bpsg nu! — psaBkHyna 8 1 nouwia oOparHo, pa303Je€HHAs €ro HACMELUIMBBIM TOHOM. MHe
COBCEM HE YNbIOAJOCh HAXONUTHCS B JIOME, INI€ MAPHUIICS HEU3BECTHBIM MYXHK C HENOHSATHBIMU
HaMEpPEHUSIMH, HO U YUTH 51 He Morja. Bece u3-3a 3Toil 4epToBOil MalHbI!

— $1 He moHMMaro, MoYeMy HE 3aBECTH OXpaHy?! — B cepAlax BOCKIMKHYIA s U HIBBIPHYIIA
rycs Ha ctosl. — Hy u npu4yibl y 3TUX OJUrapXxoB!

AcTapoB Ha yXUWH He ABWICS, U PoMmaH moes B oguHO4YECTBE. Sl BBIMBUIA MOCYIy U C TOCKOM



MOCMOTpeJia Ha JIOKJIEBbIE MOJIOCHI, CTEKAIOIIME MO0 OKOHHOMY CTEKJy. MHe ObUIO OJUHOKO M
rpycTHO. Bce HEmpUATHOCTH, CIydHBIIMECS CO MHOM, CHOBa HaOpOCHJIMCH Ha MEHS Kak cTas
TOJIOMHBIX co0aK. Sl BCIIOMHMIIA TIpeaTes-MyXa, MOTePsIHHYI0 paboTy U JTake BCIUIAKHYIIA, CeTYS
Ha HecnpaBeIMBOCTh. Ecnu Obl ceituac ObLT KUB €/, OH Obl 00S3aTEIbHO YCIIOKOU MEHS M BIIHJI
CHUJIbI OJTHOM JIUIIh CBOEH YJIBIOKON U TEIJIBIM CJIOBOM.
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* k% AcTapoT MOAHSJICS MO CTYNEHSM JOMa, U cpa3y oOpaTui BHHMaHHE Ha CBETHUBIICECS
OKHO CMaJIbHU ero jgoMpaboTHulbl. Eme He cnutT... OH yIbIOHYICS, BCIOMUHAS €€ TaHIbl BO3JIE
ctoia. [Ipenects! Kak Heoku1aHHO U MPUATHO B €T0 JOME MOSIBUIIACH MUJIas KPOIIKa.

Poman »kJanm ero B TOCTUHHOM, MOINKMBAasi KOHBIK M KaK TOJbKO ACTapoT BOIIEJ, HAJIUJ eIle
OJIMH OOKall.

— JlpsiHb morona, — MPOTSIHYI JEMOH, CHUMAasi MOKPYIO pyOallky U HIBBIpsis €€ Ha cody. —
Yro nbenb?

— Konbsik. IlpuBonok u3 Apna. byneum? — PomaH BbIDIAIET HEMHOTO PACTEPSHHBIM U
HAaCTOPOXKEHHBIM, YTO HE YCKOJIB3HYJIO OT B3IJisia Actapora.

— Koneuno! S mo0m10 3T0 ajickoe moiisio! — OH ycescs HanpOTUB CaJOBHUKA U CIIPOCUIT: —
Yro-to ciayursiock? TBOS poxka KpaCHOPEUYMBO MHE 00 3TOM CUTHAJIMT.

— Jla. Y1 310 "uTO-TO" CcOoBcemM Hexopolo, — PomaH mnpoTsaHyn emy Ookan. — Ilapouxa
MHTEPECHBIX HOBOCTEH 3aCTaBUT TEOs MO HANPSIYH HEPBHI.
— MHe yxe MHTEPECHO, — JIEMOH YCMEXHYJICS, HE MPEJCTAaBISAS UTO MOXKET 3aCTaBUTh €0

HEepBHUYATh. UTO MOXKET OBbITh XyXe ueM u3rianue u3z Ana? — Uto ke 3To 3a HOBOCTH?

— TBost moMpabGoTHHIIA CErofHs YBHJEJIa YeIOBEKa B YEPHOM OalaxoHe, C HCOOBIYHBIMHU,
SAPKUMU, IPOCTO rofyoerdmmmu mazamu. Ero GieaHas Mopaa mosBIsUIach CHavyasla 3a BOpOTaMu, a
MIOTOM B TBOEM Cajly, — JOBOJBHO cKa3aj PomaH, HaOII01a5 32 HUM.

AcCTapoT MonepXHyJICs KOHbSIKOM M YCTaBUJICA Ha JApYra.

— Yr10???

— Thl moHMMaeNb, YTO 3TO 3HAYUT? — CAJOBHUK IOCEPHE3HEN M €ro Iia3a CTajlud Kak
YepHBIC KOJOAIIBI Oe3 IHA.

— KoneuyHo, moHuMaro. 3agkunil MpUIIET 32 MHOM, — JIEMOH MPOTSHYI MYCTOM CTaKaH
Pomany. — Cadaroe OparctBo Muxauna NpOHIOXAJIO, YTO sl U3rHaH U3 Aja, ¥ uro Jlron Jummin
MEHS KOe-Kakux cui. Tenepp HaICIOTCS YHUUTOXKHUThH OTHOTO U3 CaMbIX MOTYIIECTBEHHBIX IEMOHOB
TpHUajbl — TO OUIIL MeHs. Bce mpaBuibHO, 51 ObI caM MOCTYITHII TaK XKe.

— OnacHOCTh 3aKJIIOYAeTCsl B TOM, YTO OH HEBUJIUM, — CAJIOBHUK MpoOexkai riia3zaMu Mo
KOMHate, Oy/ATO HaesiCh YBUACTh He3BaHOTO rocTs. — Ho vero on xnet? [louemy He Hanagaet?

— HaOmonaer. Uiet cinadble MecTa, — XMBIKHYT AcTapoT. — OH TOXe€ HE TOPUT KEJTaHUEM
MOJIYYUTH TIO IIIEE.

— UYro Oymeums nenarb ¢ KEHIMMHOW? CIUIIKOM YK TMOIO3pUTEIbHA BCS ATAa CUTYalHS C
aBapueil, Tebe He kaxercs? [losiBunach U3 HUOTKYJA, UMEET Jap BUJETh apXaHrenoB... CTpaHHO,
npana? Mx nHaszpBator Oko bora, m BO BceM Mupe TakWX JIOAEH BCEro JIMIIb HECKOJBKO
necsiTkoB, — Poman ObUT HANpsiKEH, TOHKWMAas!, YTO CUTYaIUs OY€Hb HEMPOCTas U Jaxke ormacHasl.

— S oGs3arenvHO cripolny ee 00 3TOM, — MPOTAHYI ACTapoT, MOAHSB Ila3a B MOTOJIOK. —
Ho ecniu ona 3amemniana B 4Ye€M-TO HEXOpOIEM, TO 3a4eM ToTAa OOHapyXKuja MPUCYTCTBUE
apxanrena? i Bceraa aymai, uro Oko bora Bcero nuimb Mud. ..

— Hyxno naeiictBoBarb. Bpemenu Hetr, — Poman Bctas. — I nmoka He Oyay oOpaiarbest 3a
noMmoliipio K Jlromudepy, HO TAHYTh HENB3SI.

— 41 He Oymy mpocuth nomoum y Jlrona, — miaza ActapoTa THEBHO CBEpKHYIH. — U ThI He
CMei 3TOTO JIeNaTh, UJIU Halllel Ipyk0e MpuaeT KOHEll.

— Craenaro, KaK Thl CKaXelllb, HO Te0e HE CIPaBUTHCS C 3aJKUUIOM B OJUHOUYKY, OH OYEHb



CUJICH, — HadaJjl 0b10 POMaH, HO IEMOH HE CTaJj €ro CIyIIaTh.

— Sl mpexynpenuin Teos.

— Yrto x... Iloimy cmarb. Jla, kcratu, 3aakumi — O5TO HE EIUHCTBEHHAas MpodieMa.
BcnomuwM, 4to psagom OyxaaeT Kakas-To TeMHas dHeprus. 1 4yBCTBYIO ee.

PoMan kauHyscs Ha HOCKax U I0OaBUII:

— Ho Ha Mor0 1ToMOIIB Tl MOKEIIL PACCUUTHIBATh. Beeraa.

— 4 3Har0, — nuno Acrapora cMAr4yuiock. — [103ToMy ThI CO MHOM.

Poman ymien, a oH gonui OyThUIKY, CIyIIas J0X/b, OapaOaHsIMK MO CTEKIy, U PEIUTEIbLHO
HaIpaBUJICA BBEPX MO JIECTHUIIEC. ACTApOT MOJOIIC] K criajibHe Mapuu U TUXO OTKPBLI ABEPh, CaM
HE MOHMMasi 3a4eM 3TO JejaeT. B KoMHare ropen HOYHUK, U B €r0 TYCKJIOM CBETE€ OH YBHUJEI
MaJICHBKYIO (PUTYPKY, OIETYIO B CBETJIYIO MuKamy. J[eByika crmaja, pa3MeTaBIIMCh MO OOJIBIION
KpOBaTU W €€ BOJIOCHI KPAaCHBO pACCHIMAIUCh IO TMOAYIIKE. ACTapoT TOmoIea OJuke u
OCTAaHOBWJICS, C YIOBOJILCTBHEM paccMarpuBas ee. Kakas ke oHa kpomika. CBexas, Kak BECEHHUHN
1BeTOK. EMy mepexoTenoch 3aj1aBaTh € BOIIPOCHI, 3TO MOTEPIUT JI0 3aBTpa.

— UTo BbI 371€Ch JIeNlaeTe? — OH HE 3aMETHJI, YTO JEBYIIKA MIPOCHY/IACh U Teeph HabJroana
32 HUM UCITYTaHHBIM B3TJISIZIOM.

AcCTapoT B3JIOXHYJ M BCE TaKH CIIPOCHUII:

— Hes3Hnakowmer B caay BUJIeJ, YTO Thl €ro 3amMeTusa?

— MHe Obl cHaJaja XOTeJIOCh Y3HaTh, MOYEMY Bbl HE TTOCTyJalin? — OHA HaTsSHY/IA Ha cels
onesuto. — Winu B BareM JIoMe IPUHSTO BPBIBAThCS O3 CTyka?

— OcTraBuM 3TO, — JEMOH 4YyTh HE YIBIOHYICS, VIS KaK OHA CTAHOBHUTCS KOJIIOUEH U
pe3kon. — S )y oTBETa Ha CBOM BOIIPOC.

OHa xoTeJia 4To-TO CKa3arh, HO, BUAUMO, nepeaymana. Crapasch BIIISIETh CIIOKOWHO, OHA
OTBETHJIA:

— [la, oH BUJIeII, 4TO S CMOTPIO HA HETO U, IO-MOEMY, YIMBUJICA. ITO BCE?

— Tsl Bugena ero korga-HUOynb paHbiie? — ACTapoOT HE MOT OTBECTH B3IVISJ OT €€
CTPOVHOW HOKKH, BBITJISAIBIBAOIICH U3-1101 OACSIIA.

— /JIBa pa3a. I Bce Ba — TOJIBKO 3J€Ch, — JICBYIIIKA 3aMETHJIa €r0 B3NS M MEJJICHHO
CIIpsiTajia HOTY.

— IloHsITHO... — AEMOH HE BHJEJN B €€ Ia3ax JDKH, JUIlb CTpax H... Bo3OyxkiaeHue. OH
HpaBHJICS €1!

— 1 OBl X0TENn MOYXUHAaTh, — ATO BCE YTO MPUIINIO €My Ha yM, YTOOBI BBITAIIUTH €€ U3
MMOCTEJH.

Ee B3r1si1 CTpesibHYJ Ha 4achl, HO OTKa3aTh OHA HE ITOCMeETa.

— Jla, xoneuHo. { ceilyac Cymnrycho.

— bynp Tak 1006pa, — ACTapOT BBIIIENT U YK€ B KOPUIOPE YIABIOHYIICS.

OH 3aCcTaBUT €€ OTKPBITHCS.

* % % 4] HexOoTs BCTaja, BCE €Il HAXOSCh B JIETKOM HEIOYMEHHUHU OT HEOXXKHIAHHOTO BU3UTA.
HaxanpHO BTOpPrcs B MO KOMHATy B IOJI-IIEPBOTO HOYM M, KaK HU B Y€M HE ObIBAJIO, MPUHSICS
3a7aBaTh BoMpockl! DTU onurapxu coBcem obHamienu! Ho ero BenukonenHoe Teao B HEOPEIKHO
HaOpOIIICHHOW pyOallke, BCe €Ile CTOSUIO mepen MOouMHU iazamu. OTMOJOCHYB JIMIO TPOXIIATHON
BOJIOM, U HAaKWMHYB Ha ceOs JUIMHHBIA Xayar, s CITYCTUJIACh BHHU3, CMYIIASCh CBOETO BIICUCHHUS K
AcTtapoBy 1 605Ch BeIZIaTh ce0s1. OH yKe Imepeoaesics B XajaaT U CHACN Ha KyXHe, TOMMUBasi KOHBSIK.

— TbI HE TOpONIMIACH.

— W3BuUHUTE, — 4 AOCTala U3 XOJOAUJIbHUKA T'YCS M MOCTaBUJIA €0 B MUKPOBOJIHOBKY. —



Camnar?

— Jla, moxxanyicra.

Sl mpuHsach pe3arb OBOIM, HO CIIMHOM YYBCTBOBaja €ro MPUCTAIbHBIA B3IVISAA. XOTh ObI
nasblbl ce0e He OTTSMNaTh!

— Th1 ucnyranacs?

— YT10? — s mocMOTpeIia Ha HEro 4yepes IIIeyo.

— Korna yBuaena HE3HaKOMOTO 4€JIOBEKa B camy?

— Jla, HEeMHOro, — s 3aMeTuia, 4To c1ad0 3aBA3aHHBIM MOSC Xajara €€ CAEPKHUBAI €ro
MIOJIbI, U OHU TPO3UIIUCH PACHAXHYTHCS CoBceM. [10 kpaillHen mepe, KPEeNnKUM )KUBOT C JTOPOKKOU
BOJIOC, 51 YBUJIEJIA OTYETIIUBO.

— Kto0 TBOM ponuTenu? — BAPYT COPOCHI OH, U 5 OXOTHO OTBETHUJIA, HAJIESICh, YTO Pa3roBOp O
HUX 1epeObeT BO30YKIEHNE, OXBATUBIIIEE MEHSI.

— Orern; ObUT BOGHHBIM, OH MOTUO BO BpeMs BOWHBI B Adranucrane. S xuia ¢ Mamoil u
nenom. Mama — mencectpa. Jleq — npodeccop apxeosioruu. beut... OH ymep MecsIy Ha3a/.

— Tbl mr00una ero? — Bompoc ObUT 3a7aH CEPhE3HBIM T'OJIOCOM, U MHE OBUIO MPHUATHO, YTO
3TO MHTEPECYET €TO.

— OueHb. MbI ObUTH OJTU3KH.

A nmoctaBua nepes HUIM TapeiakH C €10W U MOJO0XKIIA MPUOOPHI.

— IIpusTHOro annernura, — MOU B3IV CKOJIB3HYJ BHU3, U 1 HEPBHO CIJIOTHYIJIA.

MyCKynHiCTbIE HOTH MYKUMHBI ObUIM BBITSIHYTHI MO/ CTOJOM M IIJIOXO MPUKPHITOE XallaToOM
TEeJO0, SIBHO KpUYaIo 00 OTCYTCTBUU HUXKHETO OEJIbsl.

— Ilocuam co MHOHM, — AcTapoB OyATO YYBCTBOBaJ, YTO MPOUCXOAUT CO MHOM, U €My
HPaBUJIOCh UTPATh B 3TU UTPHL. Sl mpucena HAIPOTUB HErO: MOAAJbIIE OT COOJA3HUTEIBLHOIO TENIa U
YyBCTBEHHOI'0 apOMaTa, UCXOAUBILETO OT MY>KUHHBI.

— Kakoii y Tebs pocT, Mapus? — OH ¢ yIOBOJIbCTBHEM KEBAJI CajlaT, U €ro YyJAeCHbIC TEMHBIC
IJIa3a CBETUJIUCH BECEIIbEM.

— Cr0 mAThAECAT IEBITH CAHTUMETPOB, — HEXOTS OTBETHUIIA 1.

— Jla ThI IPOTUB MEHS Kpoxa! — XOXOTHYJ OH.

— Ha Bamem ¢one u ropusia OyeT BBINISAIETh KPOXOil, — OypKHY/IA s, HO OH YCJbIIIAN U
pacxoxoTalicsi, OTKUHYB Ha3aJ rOJIOBY.
— YTo0-4uTO, @ 3TUM MEHs Npupona He oOxenwia. PazmMepamu, B CMbICIE, — OH BCE €ILIE

IIMPOKO YIBIOAJICS, a s MOKpaCHENa.

Yto TO OH uMen BBUaY???

— S, HaBepHOe, NoiiAy... — 4 BcTalla, COOUPAsACh CKa3arh, YTO ycTalla U X0Tesa Obl Mpuiieyb,
HO OH PE€3KO IIpepBa MeHs. BelpakeHue ero Juna CMEHUIIOCH C BECEJIOT0 HA HACTOPOKEHHOE.

— Tuxo! Croii 1 He nBuraiics!

S 3amepna, ucryraaHo BepTs royioBor. Uro ciyunnocs? I'ocioau, uro eme???

AcTapoB MEUIEHHO NOHSJICA, 00BOomg miazamMu KoMmHary. M Tyr Tsbkenas ckoBopoaa
COpBaJlach C KPIOYKA, W TOJIETENIa B MOIO CTOPOHY. Sl CTOsUIa Kak IMapaju30BaHHas, CIOBHO CO
CTOPOHBI DA, Kak ee OJecTsiuee JHO NPUOIMKAETCS K MOEMY JIMIYY. XO34UH JI0Ma OIHUM
IPBDKKOM OKa3aJiCsl BO3JIE MEHSI U OTLIBBIPHYII CKOBOPOAY B CTOPOHY.

W Tyr Ha4asoch CBETOIPEICTABICHHE: IMTOCYNA CPBhIBAJIIACH C IOJOK M KPIOYKOB M JIETENA B
Hally CTOPOHY, OYATO €€ KTO-TO HIBBIPSUI C HEMMOBEPHOM CUJIONW. ACTAapOB CXBAaTUJI MEHS U MpHXKal
K ce0e, MOJICTaBIsAs CBOO CIIMHY MO 3TH yXKacHBIE yaaphbl.



I'n1aBa 30

S crosia, OKyTaHHasi €ro TEIUIOM M CHJIBHBIMU PYKaMH, a MO3TH B3pBIBAJIUCh OT y)Kaca U
HemoHUMaHus npoucxomasmero. Kak takoe MmoxeT ObITh?! S KOrJia-TO 4MTajga O MOJTepreucTax, o
JIETAIOIMX U BOCIIAMEHSFOIMXCS BEIIAX, HO. ..

— TsI BUMIIL KOTO-HUOYIB?! — 3akpuyan ACTapoB, COAPOrasich OT yIapoB.

Sl akKypaTHO BBITJIIHYJIA U3-3a HETO U YJIMBJIEHHO MOKayaja roJOBOM:

— Hert! A ugto, nomxua?!

CrpaHHbIil BOIPOC, 1 MOTJIA YBUJIETh TOT0, KTO HEBUAUM JJISI XO3sIMHA A0oMa?

[TocnegHsAst KacTproyisi C TPOXOTOM IOKATHWIIACH IO MOJIy W 3aMepiia, IOCJIE YE€rO0 B KyXHE
BOLIAPUJIACH TUIIMHA. Yepe3 CeKyHAy M B HEM MPO3BY4YaJd M3YMJIEHHBIM TOJIOC, 3aCTABUB MEHS
MCIYTraHHO B3JPOTyTh:

— Kakoro uepra 31ech npouszonuio?!

B nBepsix crosin Poman u pasmisiapiBail 0apJak, TBOPUBIIMNCS B KOMHATE, a TIOTOM €ro B3IJISI
MepeMEeCTHIICSI Ha HAC U OH MHOTO3HAYUTEJIBHO YIBIOHYIICS.

— O0-0-0...

W TONBKO TYT s MOHsUIA, 4TO Xanar ACTapoBa paclaxHyJICs MOJTHOCTBIO, U S IPUXKUMAJACh K
€ro OOHaKCHHOMY TEIy.

— O, Mama! — BCKpPHUKHYIIA sI 1 OTCKOYMJIA OT HETO, 3AIMBAsICh KPACKOM.

— HeoxXugaHHoO. .. — yXMBUIbHYJICS ACTapoB U, 3allaXHYB XaJaT, CTSIHYJ €ro MOSICOM.

— Jla yx... — ynbIOKa He cXOoauJja ¢ JUlla CaJIOBHUKA, a s HEe 3HaJa, Ky/na JIeTh masza. ToJlbKko
ATOrO €IlE HE XBaTajo!

— CwMmotpu! — OH BIOPYr TKHYI NMAJBLEM KYIa-TO B IMOTOJOK, U BCJIed 3a ACTapOBBIM, S
TMIOJIHSUIA TOJIOBY.

Bosne nmrocTphl miaBalio YEpHOE MATHO, IMOX0KEE Ha CTYCTOK IJIOTHOrO ApiMa. Mol port
HEMPOU3BOJBHO PACIIAXHYJICS, U 51 TONATUIACK.

— Yo 310 Takoe?!

[IatHO Bapyr 3ajaBUTanIoCh ObICTpee, U B HEM OTYETIMBO MPOSBUIOCH >KEHCKOE JIUIIO C
MBUIAIOIMMH OT THEBa m1a3aMu. C TakuM s €IIe HE CTaJKUBaJach U OT CTPaxa y MEHs NEPEXBaTUIIO
JIbIXaHUE.

— O6wu3at! — BOCKJIIMKHYI ACTapOB U XUIIHO OCKAIMJICS, ITyras MeHs e1lie OOJIbIIe.

— S yHUUYTOXKY T€Os... — TYCTOM, TATYYHUI TOJI0C MPO3BYYAl B BO3LyXE, JIEAEHS AyIly. — TbI
OTBETHIL 32 MO0 CMEPT. ..
— He 3naro, orkyma Tel nmosBUiIach, — 3apblyajl OH, 3alpbIlMBas HA CTOJ KaK OTPOMHBIN

XUIHBIA 3Bepb. — Ho s1 BepHY TeOs oOpaTHO!

Bce, uTo mpoucxoaniio, Ka3aJioch MHE yKAaCHBIM M HETIOHSITHBIM M ydacThe B 3TOM AcTapoBa
COBEPILEHHO cOMBaI0 MeHs ¢ TOJKY. OH CIIOKOWHO pa3roBapuBall C JyXOM, IPUBUICHUEM WIU UYTO
3TO ObLIO... U, BuIMMO, 3HaJ, Kak 3TO 30BYT!

[IaTHO 3amepiio, CIIOBHO MPUTOTOBUBIIMCH K HAMaACHUIO, HO XO3SWH JIOMa BAPYT MPOTSHYI
PYKY H, CXBaTUB €T0, TIOTSHYJI BHU3.

— He 6oiicsi, — Poman oTOnBUHYI MEHS B CTOPOHY U MPUOIU3WICS K cTONy. — C TaKUM Harl
Anexkcanap AJeKceeBUY CIPaBIAETCS OBICTPO U O€3 JUIIHETO MIyMa.

MHue mokasanoch, 4TO €ro sIHTapHbIE INIa3a BCHOBIXHYIM SPKO U HEOObIuHO. Moker, s ere
crutto? Uto 3HauuT Asniekcanap AJIEeKCeeBUY CIIpaBisieTCs ObICTpO U O€3 auImHero myma???



Tem BpemMeHeM, ACTapoB Ckal MEXIy PyKaMHu MYJIbCUPYIOIIEE€ MSATHO, M 3aroBOPUJI Ha
HETOHSATHOM s3bIKe. Ero rojoc 3Bydanm cTpaHHO, IO HapacTawIlel, OyITo TOBOPHIO Cpasy
HECKOJIBKO 4esioBeK. OT BCEro 3TOro MHE CTAaHOBHUJIOCH JKYTKO JI0 OMYPH M JUIs ceOs 5 pelmiia, 9To
yTpoM cobepych 1 yeay! IIycTh momaer Ha MEHS B CY/I.

Paznasncst y>kacHbIN BU3T, U YEPHBIN CTYCTOK 3a0MJICS B €T0 PyKaX, paclpOoCTpaHssl yIyIUTHBbIMA
3amax cepbl. ['oioc ActapoBa cTajg rpoMue, OH 3Bydaj TaK MOIIHO, YTO, Ka3ajloCh, MPOHUKAT B
KaXJblid aTOM M B KaXXyIO KJIETOUKY MOEro Tejia. Buzkaiee msITHO BCKOJIBIXHYJIOCH B MOCJICIHUN
pa3 M JOMHYJIO, OCTABJISISL TOPENbIM CJIeJ] Ha MOTOJKE. ACTapOB MOBEPHYIICS K HAM, U 51 C Y»KacOM
yBHJIENIa, YTO €ro mia3za KpacHoro 1seta! Uepe3 cekyHAy OHM MOTYCKHEIU W IIOraciid COBCEM,
MpuHUMAas OOBIUHBIA BUJI. HampspkeHne HEMHOTO cIano, S MOYyBCTBOBAIA CJa0OCTh M TOTepsia
CO3HaHUE.

— Mapwus... Mapusi, O4HHUCH... — JNAIEKUN TOJIOC MPOHUKAT B MOE€ CO3HAHUE C TPYIOM M
pearbHOCTh BCE TaKM BOpBajach B HEro. S pacmaxHyia riiasa, roToBasi yBUJIETh BCE, UTO YTOIHO, HO
yBHJEJIa YTO HaJl0 MHOM CKJIOHUJICA ACTapoB, OECIIOKOMHO BIJISIBIBASICH B MO€ JIUIIO.

— Kak 15l ce0s uyBcTBYeUIb?

Pa3smbITOE 3peHHE BO3Bpalajioch, M s MEpPEBeNia B3NS HA TEMHYK (UTYypy 3a CHUHOU
MYXYHMHBL. TE€MHBIN KalOIOH, CHHUE TJ1a3a. ..

— K10 3107 — cnabo cnpocwuinia s, BCe eIle MbITasICh Pas3TisaeTh CHUITYIT.

AcTtapoB He 00EpHYICs, HO S IOYYBCTBOBaja KaK OH HampsHKEHHO 3aMep, a MOTOM THXO
MIPOU3HEC:

— 3akpoii rasa.

VY Hero ObLIO Tako€ JIMITO, UYTO 51 HE MOCMeNa OCHIYIIaThCsl U COMKHY/Ia BeKU. B 3TOT MOMEHT
MEHSI CJIOBHO OTOPBAJIO OT 3€MJIM M IOHECJIO B CTPEMUTEIHLHOM MOTOKE. I 4yBCTBOBaja JIUIIb
TEIJIbIE PYKH, MOJIICP)KUBAIOIIE MEHSI.

Korna sToT cTpaHHBIN MOJIET 3aKOHYHUJICS, I CHOBA yCJIbIIajia rojioc Acrapona:

— Mokelb OTKPBITH IJ1a3a.

— I'ne 1?7 — Bce, 4TO cMorJa s cKa3aTh, OIIAPAIIEHHO OTJISIbIBASICh 0 CTOPOHAM.

— B Taiire, — oTBeTHJI OH, MPUCTAJIBHO HAOJIIOas1 32 MHOM.

Sl Bckoumia Ha HOTH, OTTAJIKUBAs OT ce0s TOTO CTPAHHOIO, IMYrarollero MEHs 4YesioBeKa, H,
CIIOTKHYBIIIMCH, yIajla Ha TpaBy. ITOro HE MOXET ObITh! BOKpyr mMeHs, B TEMHOTE, BBICHJIHCH
OTPOMHBIE KEJIPbI, B TYCTON PACTUTEILHOCTH CTPEKOTAIN CBEPUKH, T/IE-TO KypUall pydyeekK.

— BbI 1anu MHe HApKOTHUKU, — YTBEPAUTEIBHO CKazaja s, u00 Jpyroro oObICHEHUS TOMY,
YTO MPOM3OIIIO CO MHOM 3a ATOT Yac, He OBLIO.

— Hert, — MyXunHa nmojaaji MHE PyKy, HO s IPOUTHOPUPOBAJIA €€ 1 BCTaJla caMa.

— ByabTe 100pbl, 00BSICHUTECH, WM S COMTYy ¢ yMa! — TpoImiena s, Oypassi €ro B3IJISIIOM.

— XopoIo, — YIBIOHYJICS OH. — YBEpEHa, YTO €CJIU 51 0OBSICHIO, Thl TOYHO HE CONJEHIb C
yma?

— Ilocraparocs!

— Sl — nemoH. Moe umsa — Actapot. 1 — Bemukuii ['epior Ana, wien Anckoro Cosera.
Prmiape Opnena Myxu. Onua u3 yerblpex Aackux KHs3ed CTOpOH cBeTa, mpaBsimii Ha 3amane
I'naBHBII Ka3HaAYel Ana...

— Cron! — 3aBonmia s, ¥ OH 3aMoJidall. — Thl WKW CyMacIIeAIIMi, WA TOYHO HAITWYKaJ
MEHSI KaKOU-TO JypbIO!
— JlaBaif moroBopuM 00 3TOM I03)KE, — MYKYHMHaA JakKe BHUMaHUS HE OOpaTHJl Ha MO0

THEBHYIO TUpady. — B necsatu MmeTpax orcroaa mou gom. [omwim.



— Hukyna s He nolay! — yrepiiace s, rOTOBasi CONPOTUBIATHCS 1O KOHIIA.

— He BBIBOIM MEHS, — PSABKHYII OH U, B3BAJINB MEHSI Ha ILIEYO, ITOHEC.

— A Hy-Ka, mycTu! — 3aopana s, HO OH MOJ4a Iaraj Brepes, OyATO U HE YYBCTBYS MOETO
Beca.

— He nepraiics, niu s 3amyity pyKy 1oJ TBOM XajaT U HayHY JIAaCKaTh TBOKO. ..

— 3amonun! — NUCKHYIA 1 U TPUTHXIIA.

[1ouyBCTBOBAB, KAaK IMOJPArKBaIOT €T0 IJIEYH, S ITOHSIA, YTO OH CMEETCS.

— Hy BOT MBI U IIpUIILTH, — MNPUMEPHO YE€pe3 IMATh MUHYT OH OCTAHOBWJICS, W 51 YCJIbIILIANA
3BYK OTKpbIBaeMou Bepu. — KcraTtu, moe mo6mumMoe MecTo.

Bcenbixayn cBeT u AcTapoB MOCTaBUI MEHS Ha TOJI, TPoOEkaB MajbllaMU MO BCEMY MOEMY
Teny. Sl oTolUIa OT HETO M OIIsAeNIach — JOMHUK ObUT UyfecHbIM! JlepeBsHHBIN, OH Max COCHON U
CBETUJICA OCOOEHHBIM, BHYTPEHHUM CBETOM, KAKMM MOTYT CBETUTHCS TOJBKO JIEPEBSHHBIE JIOMA.
KpacuBas, sxonorunynas Me0esnb, KAMUH U MEABEKbU HIKYPhl HA CTEHAX U MOJTY. ..

YTo k€ 3TO 32 HAPKOTHUKH, OT KOTOPBIX TAKHUE TIIFOKU?!

— 3a4eM MBI 3/1eCh? — OCTOPOKHO IMTOUMHTEPECOBAIIACH 5, PEIIMB, YTO BCE-TAKU 'BUJICHUS" HE
MOTYT OBITh TaK JIOTHYECKHU BHICTPOECHBI.

— Hes3nakomern, KOTOporo Thl BHEIA B Caay, a TTOTOM 3a MOEH CIIMHOM, MPHINEI, YTOOBI
yOuTh MEHS, — ACTapoB ycelics Ha JMBaH W 3aJpal Ha €ro MOMJIOKOTHUK OOChle HOTH C
HAJIUMIIMMU HAa HUX TPABUHKAMU M KyCOUYKaMu 3eMiIM. — OH — apxaHrell, BOCHaYaJIbHUK CaMOro
Csitoro Muxauna. 3Haenb TaKoro mapHs?

['J110KM CTaHOBUIIMCH BCE OMACHEE U HEOOBbIUHEE.

— 3Haro. 1 uto eMy oT Te0st Hy»KHO?

— Kak ut0o? — ynuBuics oH. — [IpunmoOuTe MeHs, motoMy 4To s neMoH. Kcraru, o-oueHb
BBICOKOIIOCTABJICHHBIN. .. bbLI. ..

— A nouemy ObUT? — 51 TOJO3PUTENIBHO TOCMOTpPENA HA BO3MOXKHOTO CyMacCIIe IIIETO.

— IMoTomy uto Jltor oOumencs Ha MeHs U3-3a TOro, uto s yousn OOuzar, — OH B3JOXHYI U
B35J1 CO CTOJIMKA curapy. — Tbl €€ BUesa CEroAHs B BUJI€ YEPHOI0, BOHKOYETO IIATHA.

— JIrog — »T0...

— Jlromudep, — 00bsIcHUT ACTapoB U 3aKypuii, ¢ OJAKEHCTBOM BBHITyCKasi JbIM. — A BCE
HayaJioCh U3-3a OOBIYHON CMEPTHOM >KEHIIMHBL. . .

— Jla? — s 3auHTEepecoBaHHO NpUIoAHsIa OpoBb. bpen ¢ mpuMecsto poManTuku. — W 4to
K€ TaM MPOU30IILIO?

— CiMmkoM JIMHHAS UCTOPHUS, — MY)KUHMHA 3aKaTuJil Ia3a U MokKayaja roioBou. — U B Hen

S UTPAIO POJIb 3JI0JIES.

OH BcTan, mogoues K KAMUHY U IOCMOTPEN Ha MEHS YEPE3 MIIEHO.

— Tb1 HE BepuIb MHE, NTpaBaa’?

— S Bepro B TO, 4TO, CKOpee BCEro, s MOJ JAEHCTBHEM KaKOro-TO Ipernapara... — CHOBa
MOBTOPHUJIA 5, HO 3aKOHYUTh MHE HE YIaJlOCh, OH MPEO0JIe] PACCTOSHUE MEXKIY HAMH U, TTOIHSB
MEHS HaJ MOJIOM, nouenoBai. OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTHU s 3aCThUia, HO TIOTOM, ITIOYYBCTBOBAaB, KaK €ro
TrOpAYMi SI3BIK TMBITAETCA ONPOOparbcs B MOW POT, pacciaaduiaach M OTBETUJIA HA 3TOT MOUEIYH,
peumB, 4YTO B O€CCO3HATEIBHOM COCTOSSHUM MOXHO TI03BOJIUTH ceOe Bce. A eciu OH
cymacmennmii? Hy u uept ¢ Hum. Bo3MoKHO, 51 BOOOIIIE CILTIO.

A Beab TouHO! BriosiHEe 10TMYHO: ACTapoOB HE MPUILIEN HAa YXKUH, 5 3aCHYJa, yCTaBIIas 32 JICHb,
U Telepb MHE CHUTCS KJIACCHBINA APOTHYECKUM COH, rae AcTapoB — JIEMOH!

HeoxxuaaHnHo 3a ero CniMHOM BCIBIXHYJ KaMUH, U JIPOBA, JIEKABIIME B HEM, 3aTPEILAIIH.



— DT0 caenan Thl? — CIPOCHUIIA Sl €70, OTOPBABIIMCH OT CIIAJIKUX I'y0.
— 51, — OH HaxXaJbHO YIBIOHYJICS, U s OIIyTHJIA, KaK €r0 WIeH ynepcs B MeHs. — W 3To Toxe

A1
BoonymmeBiBIMCE TEM, YTO ITO BCETO JIMIb COH, S TPUKOCHYIACh K HEMY M BOCXHIICHHO
BBIJIOXHYJIA:
— Bot 310 na! Jla Th1 )kepebelr, napeHsb!
— Kakas Tbl cMmenas, neBymKa! — OH pacxoXOTajcs W IMOYTH OpOCWI MEHS Ha JWBaH,

YCTPOUBIIMCH CBEPXY. — S AyMaJs Thl CKpOMHAasl, TUXask KPOIIIKA. . .

Tak u ectb. Ho 310 Benp B ku3HHW. Hactosien >XKW3HU, a 3/1€Ch s — TUTPUIIA, CTpACTHAs
reiia, Hy ¥ BCe B TAKOM JIyXe. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO MOM COH, ¥ B HEM 5 BOJIbHA OBITH KEM XOUYy.

— Ilonenyit MeHs1, — npolenTalia s U 3alyCTHIIa Majblbl B €0 KOPOTKHUE BOJIOCHL.

— C yHOBOJILCTBUEM, — OH TMPHUHSIICSA JKaJHO HACIAKAATbCd MOHUM PTOM U TIO MHE
npoOerajii  MCKOPKHU, TPO3UBIIME MpEeBpaTUThCA B moxkap. Jla uero TsaHyrh-TO? He mait bor
MPOCHYCh... ITa MBICJIb BCHOJIONMIIA MeHs. HeT-HeT, ToJIbKO He ceityac!

— 4 xouy mpsiMO cerdac, — CTPACTHO 3allenTaja s €My Ha YIIKO, U ACTapoB, 3apbluasB,
Pa3/IBUHYJ MHE HOTH U BOIIEJ B MEHS TTOJIHOCTBIO.

S guyTh He 3aM0XHYIach OT YIOBOJLCTBHSA. MBI ObUIM B XamaraXx, ¥ B 3TOM OBLIO YTO-TO
BO30YyXKaloIee U SPOTUUYHOEC — MPUKPBHITOE OACKIONW TEIO W O0AJIJCHHO MOIIHAS IITYKa BHYTPH
MEHS. ..
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['poMKo miebeTana kakas-To MUYyra 3a OKHOM, ObLIO TETJIO U YIOTHO. Sl MOTSAHYIACh, HAXOSCh
eIlle BO BIACTH CHa U yNbIOHYynack. Kakoe uynecHoe CHOBHAEHHUE. .. SIpKoe, SpOTHYHOE. ..

Sl pacnaxHyna miasa U 4yTh HE 3aBONMJIA OT Y)Kaca: AEPEBSHHBIM JOMUK, TOJIbIii AcTapoB
PSAAOM U 51, 0ECCTBHIAHO pa3BaJIMBIIASACS HA 3TOM YEpTOBOM JAUBaHe!

Her, Her... Hy HeT xe!

OTO HE MO0 ObITH CHOM... [IpoOyxaeHre ObLI0 OOBIMHBIM, HOUb CMEHHWJIO YTPO, U HOIOLIEE
oT OypHOI HOYHM TEJIO, BCE €UIE AbIIIATIO0 HETOM MEPEKUTOrO BO3OYKICHUS.

Teneps menst Oosble Bcero 3a00THIIO HE TO, KaK s 3/1eCh MOSBUIJIACH U YTO PACCKa3bIBal MHE
ATOT CTPAHHBINA MY)KYHHA, a TO, YTO S JieJIajia BUepa. ..

— 0-0-0... — THXO IPOCTOHAJA 5, ¥ TOPsiYasi BOJIHA CThIIa OKATHJIA MOU JIULO U IIEHO.

Tonbko mpenctaBuTh... "Thl mpocTo xkepebell, mapeHb!.. BozsbMu MeHs, Mol 3Bepb... S B
BOCTOpre OT Te0sl, MO€ HEHACBITHOE KUBOTHOE!"

WNuaycTpus nopHOPUIBMOB MTOTEPsIa B MOEM JIULE 3BE3LY.

— Kak crmanocs, aukas mrryyka?

S nuckHyna U, CXBaTUB XaJlaT, HAKPbLIACh UM C TOJIOBOM. YOelite mens! Mama-a-a...

— YT0 cinyunnoch? — ACTapOB CTSAHYJI C MOETO JIMIA XaJIAaT U HACMEUUIMBO YCTAaBUJICA HA

MEHS.

— He npuxacaiicst ko MHe! — CHOBa MpoOMNUIATIA A U 3aKycuia ry0y oT 0eCIIOMOIIHOCTH.

— A xak xe "Tpaxau meHs cuiapHen!" wnm "O, mapeHb, TBOS MaMma, Korjaa Oblia OepeMeHHa,
eJa OgHy KyKypy3y?"

— 3amonun! — s TOTOBa ObUIA MPOBAIUTHCS CKBO3b 3eMIII0. — Sl Tymasna, 4To CIUIio!

— BOT 0HO 4TO... — OH MOHUMAIOIIIE YXMBUIbHYIICS. — 3HA4YUT, BOT Kakue y TeOs haHTazuu,
Mapus. S npuATHO yAUBIIEH.

— OTO HE COH... He coH... — mpomenTana s, NpUKpPbIB PyKaMu ropsee Jumo. — A pacckas
0 JIeMoHax?

S yOpana pyku ¥ UCIIyraHHO axHyla, I/l B €r0 KpacHbIe m1a3a... [IpsHblii 3amax cekca Bce
€lIe BUTaJl B KOMHAre, U S BAPYI BCIOMHMJIA CJI0Ba MOJUTBBL "M HE BBEAM HAC BO MCKYIIEHUE U
n30aBy HAC OT JIyKaBoro..."

— Ilo3nakoMuMcs ee pa3? — npoMypiiblkasl oH. — Actapot. Bemukuit ['epuor Ana. Hien
Anckoro Cosera. [IpaBna, ObIBUIMIA. .. 5] )KUBY HE OJJHY ThICSIUY JIET. ..

* % % Emy 50 ykaca XOTeloCch cMmeAThcs. [[eBylika 3a0uiiack B yroy JUBaHA U YIrPIOMO
CMOTpeJia B OJJHY TOUKY, IEPEOJUYECKHU TSHKEJO B3JbIXasl.

AcCTapoT NPUHSIT Ayl HAJIeN YUCTHIE BEIM U, CTApasiCh HE 3aCMEATHCS, CKA3aI:

— Sl octaBun Tebde B yiie YUCTYIO GyTOOJIKY.

— Cnacubo, — OypKHYyJia OHa U CKPbUIACh 32 IBEPHIO BAHHOA.

[Ipouwio okono yaca, npexie yem Mapusi HakoHel mosiBuiach u3 ayma. Ero ¢yrbonka Obuia
el H1Ke KOJICH, W BBITJIsiZIela OHA B HEM OY€Hb KOMUYHO.

— Moxer, nepekycum? — TPEeAIOKUI AEMOH, C YIOBOJIBCTBUEM pPa3mIsiblBas CUIYIT €€
TeJla CKBO3b TOHKYIO Mareputo. — Poman 3a00TuTcsi 0 TOM, 4TOOBI 3/1ech Bcerdaa Obuia ena. Ha
BCSIKMU CITy4aM.

— He xouy, — oHa cHOBa 3a0paiach Ha JUBaH U OTBEPHYJACH.

— Iocnymait, — neMoH npucen psgoMm. — Ecnu Tel Xouenb, JaBait 3a0yneM, 4To MPOU30III0



3TOM HOYBIO. S oOemaro Tede, YTO HUKOTAa 00 9TOM HE BCIIOMHIO.

— TouyHO? — oOHa HEJOBEPYMBO MOCMOTpeaa Ha AcTapoTra, U €My BIPYr 3aX0TEI0Ch
TMOI[EJIOBAaTh BECHYIIIKK Ha €€ HOCY.
— TouHo.

— Tb1 He yObelb MeHA? — JIEBYIIKA MMOAO3PUTEIBHO MOPTHYJIA U MPUHSIIACH CMOTPETh EMY
TO B OJIMH, TO B APYroi rja3, CIOBHO TaM ceilyac MOSBUTCS OTBET.

— C d4ero 0wl 3T0? — AcTapoT ynblOHYyNIcA. — WMnau Tel aymaenib, 4TO g TOJIBKO TEM M
3aHUMAIOCh, YTO YOUBAIO KEHIWH?

— Her... Ho 1bI... ThI...

— JleMoH, — 3akoHuunI 3a Hee AcTapoT. — A Tl — Oxko bora.

— K10 51?7 — Mapust BCKkuHy/na TOHEHBKYIO OpOBb.

— Oko bora. Tak Ha3bIBaIOT JIOAEH, KOTOPBIE MOTYT BUJIETh AHTEJIOB.

— He MoxeTt ObITb...

— 4 BnonHe cepre3Ho. Ho moyemy Tbl He 3Hana 06 3TomM? MmMeronme Takol gap nepeaarot
€ro 1o HacjaeAcTBy. Te0de MOKHBI ObUIM paccKa3aTh, HAYUUTb. . .

— Jenymka... — npomenTtaina ona. —  tenepp noHsna... OH, HABEpHOE, AyMall, YTO S HE
MMEI0 TaKOTO Japa, BOT U HE OOBSICHUII HUYETO.

— TbI MHE HY)XHA, — YECTHO CKa3aji AeMoH. — [lomoru MHe.

— Kak? Kak s mory nomous T€6€e? — ObLJIO BUIHO, YTO OHA HCKPEHHE HE MOHMUMAaJIa 3TOTO.

— IlpocTo Oynp psaoM. be3 Tebs s He y3HAKO, Koraa 3aIKUUI IPUAET YOUTh MEHS.

— 1 Oyny psiaoM, — He 3aJyMaBUIMCh OTBETUJIA OHA M caMa UCIYyrajach TOTO, YTO TaK JIETKO
comtacwiacb. OH 3aMETHJI 3TO U €MY CTAJI0 YAMBUTEIBHO XOPOUIO — JEBYILKA MOJACO3HATEIBHO
yke ObUla C HUM JYIIOM.

— [loequM? — AcTapoT 00J€r4eHHO B3JIOXHYII — OHa ITOBEpHUja eMy U pacciaaduiachk, HO OH
He coOupaics cnaBaTbes. [lonpoOoBaB 3TO TECHOE HEXKHOE TEJ0, IEMOH XOTEI elIlie.

Mapusi npuroToBuiia 3aBTpakK, BCE €lle CTeCHsACh ero. OHa Ja)ke moeja BMECTE C HUM, HE
MOIHUMAs I71a3 OT Tapeyiku. [lociie 3Toro oHM BBHIILIA Ha YIHILY, U ACTapoT ¢ caMbIM 0€300UTHBIM
BUJIOM TNPEIIOKUIT € CXOUTH Ha 03€PO.

— 3nech ecTh 03epo? — Mapus 3anMHTepecoBajgach U MOCMOTpENIa Ha CBOM HOTH, OOyThIE B
KOMHATHBIC TallOYKH.

— Jla, coBceM psioM, — JEMOHY XOTEJIOCh OTHECTH €€ Ha pyKaX, HO OH CIIEpPKUBaJl CBOU
MOPBIBBL, YTOOBI HE CITYTHYTH ee. — [loitaem.

OHM NOIUIM MO TPONMUHKE MEXIYy NaXHYUMMU CMOJIOM JEPEBbSIMHU, U JEBYIIKA BIPYr
crpocuia:

— A xorja s CMOry BEpHYThCS IOMOM ?

— Sl mocTapatoch peumTh 3Ty IpoOsIemMy, U Thl CMOXKEIlb BEpHYThCS. TeOs *KIeT KTO-T0?

— Mawma. Myx — Bps Ju. ..

— Myxk? — 1eMOH OCTaHOBHJICS KAK TPOMOM HOPAKEHHBIM.

Kakoii k uepty Mmyx?! Ero HauMHana 0XBaTbIBaTh SAPOCTh, BBITECHSS YEIOBEYECKHE UYBCTBA.
Kakoii-To MyxunHa npukacaics K HeH, JJI00uI ee, U OH JI0 CUX IIOp TAE-TO KIET ee!

— Ja... Iloka emie Myx, HO sl JyMarO UCIPABUTH 3TO, KAK TOJBKO BBIMAJET BO3MOXKHOCTh, —
OTBETHJIa Mapusi, ¥ €€ JIULO CTAJIO TPYCTHBIM.

— To1 mroOUIIL €r0? — AEMOH yXe ObLI TOTOB YOUTH 3TOTO MU(PUUIECKOTO MYXKa.

— Her, — oTBeT npo3Bydall pe3KoO.

— OH oOunen teds?



— Jla. On u3mMenun MHe, — Mapusi HaxMypwiach W OTBepHynach. — JlaBaii He Oymem
TOBOPUTH O HEM.

— He Oynem, — AcTapoT U3yMJIEHHO TIPUTIOAHST OPOBH.

3aueM 3TOMY MPUIYPKY APYTHE KEHIIMHBI, KOTAA OH MMEET TaKyl0 MaJbIIKYy? Y KOTOpOU
BHYTPHU Tak ropsiuo, TECHO U YIOTHO... OH IOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK €ro 4ieH ynepcs B JKUHCHL. Kapkas
HOYb BCE €Ille OyI0pakuiia ero pasyM U Telo.

O3epo ObUTO YUCTHIM U MPOXJIAJIHBIM, YTO OBLIO OYEHBb HA PYKY AeMOHY. Ero nmiots He XoTena
CJIyIIaTh AOBOJBI pa3ymMa U B3/bIMajiach, CTOMIJIO €My OCMOTpeTh Ha Maputo. OH CTSHYI JKUHCHI
U IPBITHYI B MNPO3padyHyr0 Bomay. IIpomiblB K NpOTHMBOIONOKHOMY O€pery, IEMOH BEPHYICS
0o0paTHO M KPUKHYIL:

— Ilouemy He 3axoAuIb B BOAY?

— Ha mue onna ¢gyr6onka, — Mapus npucena Ha IECOK U MOJICTaBHIIA JIUIIO COJHBIIIKY.

— IlnaBai B He, 9 oT1aM TeO€e CBOIO.

JleBylika BCTaja u ¢ paJoCThbio BCTynuia B Body. [loxoxke, jkellaHne UCKYIaTbCsa B 03€pe y Hee
ObUIO HE MEHEE€ CHUJIbHBIM, 4eM Yy Hero. OHa OKyHYlach IMOJHOCTBIO M MEUIEHHO MOIUIbUIA K
cepearHe, a IEMOH BUJEN CKBO3b MPO3PAuHyI0 BOAY €€ MUHUaTIopHoe Tesio. Korga oHa BepHynach
K Oepery, OH MOJI4a CXBaTUJI €€ 3a PYKY U MPUTSAHYI K cele.

— Yro ThI Aenaens? — Mapus cnabo oTOMBanach, HO OH BUJIEN, YTO 3TO HE CONPOTUBIIEHUE,
a CKopee cTpax Iepejl CTpacThblo, oxXBaTbiBatolei ee. — Tbl obemal. ..

— S He Mory caepxarb CBoe OO€maHue... — Mpouentanl ACTapoT U CTSHYI C Hee
¢byroonky. — S Tak xouy TeOs, MO MAJIBIIIIKA. . .

Omna 3actoHasia U oOxBatuia ero o6enpa Horamu. Ee )KMBOT mpuxkaics K ero >KMBOTY, U IEMOH
cKaJl ee elle Kpemye, jKejas OLIyIAaTh AEBYUIKY elle OoJblie, eme cuiibHee. OH CKOJB3HYI
najbllaMUd MEXIy €€ HOT, MOIIaXWBas CTOJb CIIAJIKOE, JKEJIAHHOE MECTEYKO M IOLEJIOBal €€,
MEJIJIEHHO U YyBCTBEHHO. J[eByIllka 0OMSIKIIAa B €r0 pyKax, €€ JULO pacKkpacHenoch. OH C pplYaHuEM
BIIOXHYJI €€ HEXXHBII 3alax, CBOJAIIMI €ro ¢ yMa M KOIZa €ro 4jeH NPOHMK B HEE, OHA CTPACTHO U
’KaJ0OHO B3/I0XHYJA, CKUMAsICh BOKPYT HETO.

— Tume, tuie... — AcTapoT MpocTo OE3yMCTBOBaJl OT €€ apomara, OT €€ HEXHOCTU U
LIEJIKOBOM MJIOTH. — TBI TENEPH MOA... Tenepb Mos. ..

OHHu nexanu Ha 30JI0TUCTOM Iecke. JIeMOH miaaui mIaAKylo CIUHY ACBYIIKH, HANOJHSSACH
J0celie HEBEIOMbIMU €My UyBCTBaMU. Terneps OH HaYMHAJ OHUMATh, YTO YyBCTBOBaJI ACMOIEHN K
cBoeil cMepTHOM. OH MOLIeNIOBal CMYIVIOE IUIEUYHMKO U YIBIOHYICS: Kakas ke oHa kpouka! Tenepp
OH OyZIeT HOCUTh Ha PyKaX CBOE COKPOBHILE, YTOObI €€ MaJICHbKUE HOXKKU HE CTYMAaJU M0 KaMHSIM
Y CydKaM B JIECY.

— YeMm TBI 3aHUMAJIACh paHbIIE? — CIPOCHJI OH M TYT K€ BCIOMHMI O ee Myxe. UTo 3a
Ko3edn!

— Paborana B 1IKoJe, — JIEHUBO MPOTAHYJIA OHA, NMOBOPAYMBASACH K HEMY U KIS CBOIO
MaJIEHbKYIO PYYKY €EMY Ha IpyAb. — 5l — y4uTeIb UCTOPUHU.

— Jla uto Th1? — ynuBuics Actapot. — Te0si ¢ TBOUMHU YUEHHKAMU HE MTyTaJu?

— Bcerma! — 3acmesnach OHa, U eMy BAPYT CTaJo JIETKO U Beceno. — OaHaXIbl JUPEKTOP
JaXe OTYNTAII MEHS, KOI/la 1 CO CBOMMH YUEHHIIAMH TPOMYE MOJIOKEHHOIO X0X0Tajla B KOPUAOpE.

— Iloiimem mOoMOi, 51 XOuy pa3kedb KOCTEp, HAMOUTH T€0s BUHOM H €IIe pa3 yclblmarh: "O-o-
0, Kako y Te0s..."

— Tol obemian! — Mapus BCHBIXHYJIA U CTYKHYJIA €ro KYIaukoM B mjedo. — Bot kak Tebe
BEpPUTH NOCJE BCETO 3TOro?!



— be3zoroBopouno! — AcTapoT cxKall €€ B 00BbATUAX U MOIEJIOBAI.

* % % 4] mepekuBaja TakMe MOMEHTBI, YTO MOE CEpJille€ TPO3WJIO B30PBATHCS OT CUACTHS,
mocenuBIerocs B HeM. HedenoBeueckas mpupoza MOETro MY>KUMHBI COBCEM HE OECITOKOMJIa MEHS, I
B0OOIIIE 00 ATOM HE ayMala.

— MHe kaxercsi, 3TO MEpP30CTh, — HU3KUU TOJOC MPO3BydaJl TaK HEOXUJAHHO, YTO S
JEpHYJIACh B PyKax JIEMOHa.

VY MeHs mepecoxio B ropiie, Koraa s yBUJIeNa CTOSIBIIETO PSAJOM C HAMU MYXUMHY U3 CaJa.
Apxanrena ¢ O0JleTHbIM, KPAaCUBBIM JTUIIOM.

JIEeMOH Bce TOHsJI, HE BUJA W HE cibllla ero. OH mpuKaJl MEHS K CBOEHM TIpyau, 3J100HO
3apbluaB:

— JpsiBon!

IToausB 11a3a, s ycraBWiach Ha 3aakunia. "Pa3se AHrelnsl Takue?" — MeJIbKHYJAa MBICITb.

Crepkast HeOECHBIMU TJ1a3aMH, B KOTOPBIX 3aCThUT XOJIOAHBINA JIEASTHONM MpaK, OH MPUOTKPHLI
CBOM O€3yIpeyHble I'yObl U CKa3a:

— Bo ums ['ocniona Hamero!

OrpoMHBIii, CBEpKAIOIMI MeY B3JIETEJ B BO3AYX U 5 3aBOMUJIA, 3aKMYPHUBIIMCH OT yKaca.

Mbl CcHOBa 3aKpyKHJIHCh B BOJOBOPOTE IEPEMEIICHU W MEHS TO 3aTArdBajio B €ro
JBIDKYIIYIOCS MYYUHY, TO BBHIIJICBBIBAJIO B CEPYO TYMaHHYIO pE€ajlbHOCTh, B KOTOPOH HE OBLIO
HUYETO, KpoMme Topssuux pyk Acrapora. Korna s Biuma B cTeHy, OOJBbHO yIapUBIIMCH O BIAXKHYIO
MMOBEPXHOCTh, MOE JIbIXaHHUE ObLIO TSDKEJIBIM, a TOJIOBA ITYCTOM M 3BOHKOM, KaK OOJIbINAasi KaCTPIOJISL.

— MHe He HpaBUTCS, KOTJIa Thl Tak JeJaellb... — MpollenTana s, a ACTapoT paccMmesuics,
11eJTysl MEHS B BUCOK.

— W3BUHU, s1 TOCTAPaAIOCh JIEJIaTh 3TO IOMEHBbIIIE.

— MBI OTOpBAIMCH OT HEro? — s BCIIOMHUJIA Y)KACHBIE I1a3a O€3ympedyHoro aHrena, u 1o
Moel Koxke mpooexan Mopo3. — OH BepHeTCs?

— OtopBanuch, HO 3aIKUKI BCE paBHO OyneT mpecienoBarTh MEHsS. PaHO WM MO3THO OH
HaueT Hac cHoBa. — A kak sxe Poman? OH ocTajcs B JoMe, KOrJia MBI.. .

— Poman J51eTko OTHpaBUJICA B TO MECTO, IJI€ €r0 aHTeJbl TOYHO HE HAWAYT... — XMBIKHYI
JIEMOH.

— A mo4yemy MbI HE OTIPaBUJIIUCH Tya?

— Iloromy 4utO0 3TO — Ag, a g W3THAH OTTYlIa, — MHE MOKa3aJioCh, YTO B €ro mias3ax
MEJIBKHYJIO COXKaJICHUE.

— A-a... — s MBICJICHHO MNEPeKpPecTUIIach, paaysich 3TOMY OOCTOSTENBLCTBY. lIpsArarbcs B
AJly MHE HE yIIbI0aoCh.

Haxkonery s omisiHynach, U ¢ yAMBICHUEM IIOHsIA, YTO Mbl HaxoAuMcCsl B ropone. S crosuia,
Mpy>Karasi IEMOHOM K CTE€HE B KAKOM-TO MYCTHIHHOM II€peYIKe, a PSAIoM "yIOTHO" pacioIOKUIUCh
MYCOpHBIE OaKHu.

— I'ne mu1?

— Eme B oniHOM TallHOM MecTe, — B3JI0XHYII ACTapoT, U €ro Ila3a C JISTKUM KPacHOBAaThIM
0TOJIECKOM, OYIIYIOIIMM BHYTPHU, HEMHOIO MPUIYPUIUCH. — HO ThI Tak NpUKUMAEILCS KO MHE. ..

— Tb1 uTO AyMaens 00 3TOM MOCTOSHHO??? — sI HEJIOBOJBLHO MOIICBEIUIACH U CPa3y XKe
ToIaJia B MJICH €ro MOJIHBIX, HACTOWYHBBIX T'YO.

— C 100011 fa... — ImpOphIYAT OH MEXTY TOIETYSIMU.

— MoxeT, MBI TOWJAEM B TBOE TaillHOE MECTO? — TIPEPHIBAIOIIMMCS TOJIOCOM
MMOMHTEPECOBAJIACh 5, U OH C COXKAJICHUEM KHUBHYII.



— [a, TbI 1ipaBa.

JleMOH BIIpyr NOAXBAaTUII MEHS HA PYKH, U JIETKO IOILEI 10 TPOTYyapy, CTyIasi M0 BIAKHOMY OT
nox s acanbty, 6ochiMu Horamu. Ha HeM He ObLI0 HUYETo, KpoMe PacCTEeTHYThIX JXKUHCOB.

— 3auem? A noiiay cama...

— Her, — otpe3an oH. — ] He O3BOJIF0 TBOMM HOKKaM CTYIIATh 10 3TOMN I'PA3U.

S obxBaTuIa €ro MOIIHYIO IS0 PYKaMH U MpHKaJIach K LMPOKo# rpyau. CTpax MoTepsATh ero
OXBAaTWUJI MEHSI HEOKUJIAHHO U cuibHO. Her... S He mory...

ACTapOT BbIIIET HA OKUBJIEHHYIO YIUIY, COBEPIIEHHO HE 3a00TSICh O TOM, YTO Ha HAC ISUISITCSA
BCe Mpoxoxkue. OH HEC MEHS KaK BEJIWYANIIYIO [IEHHOCTh, OKYTaB CBOMM TEILUIOM. S 3amedaina, Kak
KEHIIMHBl CMOTPST €My BCJIEJ, W 3JWJIACh KOHEYHO, TaKOW UIMKApHBIA MYKUYMHA BCEraa
IOJIb3YETC BHUMAHUEM Yy IMPOTUBOIIOJIOXKHOTO mosa. DbOonplIoNW, KpacuBbIM Kak... JIEMOH,
MCTOYAIOUIMI CUITY U BJIACTb. ..

OH TOJIKHYJI CTEKJISHHYIO JBEpb, BEIYIIYIO B MapagHOE U 5 UyTh HE axHyla, YBUJEB BOKPYT
POCKOIIIHOE YOPAHCTBO U OXpaHy C KOCOU CaKEHbIO B ILJICUaX.

— Bam HyxHa nomoip, Anekcanqp AJiekceeBUY?! — OAUMH U3 HUX MOACKOYWI K HaM, HO
JEMOH OCTAHOBHJI €TO B3[JISIIOM.

— Her, crracu60. Bee xoporto.

Mp1 okazanuce B ¢ Te U, KOTJa OH IUIABHO MOEXall BBEPX, 1 U3YMJIEHHO CIIpOCHIIa;

— JT0 TOX€E TBOE???

— Jla, amapTaMeHTBhl Ha TMOCJIEAHEM 3Taxe, — ACTapOoT XUIIHO YIBIOHYJICS, pa3misiabiBast
MeHs. — Ecnu Oynenis n10Xou 1I€BOYKOM, 51 Te0s1 COpOITy BHUS.

— He cOpocutiib... — s yabIOHYIach €My B OTBET U TKHYJIAChb HOCOM B €r0 IIEHO.

— He cOpory. ..
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* %% AcTapOT MOCTaBUJI JACBYIIKY Ha MATKHUI KOBEP U JIETOHBKO MOJITOJKHYII BIIEPE/I.

— Tebe Hy>KHO OTHOXHYTbh. Sl 3aKaxXy Y>KHH.

— $1 He X0uy OTJbIXaTh, — OHA UCIYTaHHO MpHKaiach K HeMy. — A BIPYT NpujaeT 3aaKuui,
a 51 Oyny criatb. OT MEHS 3aBUCUT TBOS KU3Hb.

— V¥ Hac ecTb Bpems, — ACTapOT NONIAJNII €€ IO JIMIY ThUIbHOM CTOPOHOM JIAIOHH, OLIYIIAs
JUYaii IPUJIMB HEXKHOCTU. — JlaBai...

OHa HexoTs moluia K OOJIBIIIOMY AUBaHY, OMNIS/IBIBAsICh HA HEr0, OyATO OH MOT UCHApUTHCS B
BO3/IyXE.

— 4 opocTo nonexy.

— Xopomo, — comiacuics AcCTapoT, yIbl0asch Ha €€ HauBHbIE M Takue OJlaropoiHble
MONBITKU ObITh HY’KHOM B OMACHBII MOMEHT.

Yepes HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Mapus yxKe Kpenko crajia, yoalokaHHasi CUIbHBIM 3aKJIMHAHHUEM.

OH XoTen ee Tak e CUJIbHO, KaK 3]0 BHYTPH HErO XOTeJI0 BepHYThcs K Oeperam Apja. Ero
3Bepb UYBCTBOBaJ, KakK JIEBYIIKa Je€JaeT ero ciadblM, M HACTOPOXKEHHO BOpOYasCH,
pUCMaTpHUBAsCh K HEW. To 4yBCTBO, M3-3a KOTOPOT'O OH Ha3bIBaJ JIOJAEH Oe3yMiiamu, MpoOupanoch
B HEro, OCTaBJIsis IUIAMEHHBIN CIIe]] ¥ 3aTOHSS 3Beps BCe TITyOKe.

AcCTapoT BOILENI B CHAJBHIO U OJHUM B3MaxOM 3aCTaBUJI CTEHY OThEXaTb B CTOPOHY. 3a HEM
ObuT anTapb U BbI3oBa. IIpexksie yem BOMTH Tyha, NEMOH JOJTrO CUJIEN Ha KPOBaTH, MOJOKUB
rojJIOBy Ha COMKHYTBIE B 3aMOK PYKH — TO, YTO OH cOOMpalics cleliaTh, JaBajoCh €My HEJErKo.
HakoHel| penmBIIMCh, OH 3aX€r CBEYM, HAYEPTHJ Ha aJITape TalHBIA 3HAK M MPUHSJICA YUTATh
3aKJISATHE BBbI30BA JIEMOHA.

Han antapem BCHBIXHYIO IUIaMsi M MO KOMHAre IPOJIETENl BUXPb, B3/bIMas BBEPX JIETKUE
mrropbl. [limamst paspactranoch, U BCKOpE OH YBUJIET B HEM OYEPTaHUS MYKUYMHBIL, MEIJICHHO
MTOSIBIITFOIIECS B 3TOM OYIIYIOIEM OTHE.

— He nymaro, 4To 3TO0 Myapoe pemieHue, Actiu! — rpo3HbId peIK COTpAC alTapb. — Kakoro
4yepTa Thl TBOPHIIIL?!

— 5l He cobuparock BoeBaTh ¢ TOOOI, Moau, — AcTapoT yrproMO CMOTpEI Ha Iiams, IIMPOKO
paccTaBUB HOTH, U CIIOKHUB PYKU Ha OOJBILON rpyan. — MHe Hy)XKHa TBOS TOMOIIIb.

— YT0?7? — AcMoney marHyi1 u3 IJIaMEHU U OCTAHOBHJICS B HECKOJIBKMX CAHTUMETPAX OT

JIIEMOHA, CBEpJIA €ro KpacHbIMU IMa3aMu. — [bl MOHUMAaEIb, 0 4eM mpocuub? Mnm 3T0 TBOA
ouepeaHas yloBKa, a, Apyr?
— Her, — AcTapoTr cMeno BbIEp>KHBaJ MOJIHBIA HEHABUCTU B3I ObIBIETO Apyra. — S

COXaJICI0, YTO TaK BbIILIO. HO Teneps s apyrou.
— O! 4 Tebs mpoury! — AcMmozeit 3110 pacemesics. — Thl JyMaelb s TOBepro B 3T0?!

— Her, HO s JOJDKEH 3TO chenarb pagu... — ACTapoT MOCMOTPEI Yepe3 IJIeY0 B KOMHATY,
rae cnaina Mapusi.
— Yt0?! — AcMoneil mpepBasl €ro, BCMarpuBasich B OeccTpacTHble mia3a. — Tbl cKazal

"pamu"? Thl, KOTOPBII MONMKUPAI BCE TO, YTO MPEBO3HOCHIIN JIFOIM ? !

— Jla. OHa B KOMHare.

— Ona? — Acwmoneit o0orresn ero u ObICTPO HampaBuiica B KoMHaTy. Ero nuiio BEITSHYIOCH B
U3yMJIeHUU. — YTO 3TO 3a KeHIIMHA?

— Ona — mos1, — npoumnen Actapot. — Most.



Acmogein oTBepHYNICA OT Mapuu U yCTaBUIICS HA HETO.

— Yto 310, AcT? ThI KaK pEBHUBAsA BOCBMUKJIACCHUIIA.

— Moii 3Beph yKpolleH. S Xxouy ee, — B IIa3ax JIEMOHA MbUIAJIO TaKOE IjiaMs, 4TO ACMoJIeH
HE BblIEpKaJ U ycMexHylncs. OH B3MaxHyll pyKOll W IJjaMs HaJ aiaTapeM moracio. — Pacckaxu
MHe Bce. B KOHIIe KOHITOB 51 00s13aH Te0e TeM, UTO UMEI0 ceruac.

AcTapoT pacckaszaid Bce, C camMOro Hadaja W AcMoAeil 3aJyMuuMBO MOTEpP NOAOOPOIOK,
3apOCIIMHU CJIETKA MOCEAEBIIEN IETUHOM.

— 3HauMT, Thl OTKA3bIBaCIILCA OT nomonu Jlromna?

— A Kak s MOTy POCUTH €ro 00 3TOM, €CJIM OH TaK MOCTYIUII CO MHON? — ACTapOT HaYMHaI
THEBATHCS TOJIBKO OT MBICIH O TAKOM YHUKEHUU. — MHE He Hy)KHa €ro mpoKJIATasi IoMOoIp!

— Ho 151 cam Ben ce0st He TydnmM 00pa3oM, — HAMTOMHIII eMy ACMOJIEH, BHITHYB KPACUBYIO
OpOBb.

— 1 Bent cebst Tak, Kak MOJIOKEHO AeMOHY! — 3apbryan ActapoT. — Wi 94To-TO U3MEHUIIOCH
Y MBI IEPEIUIA Ha IPYTYI0 CTOPOHY?!

— A ecnu OBl 51 ceilyac moBes ce0sl Tak, Kak Thl? — AcCMOEN NPUILYpUIICA, pa3misabIBas
Mapuro.

— He cmeilt naxxe mymarb 00 3ToM! — m1a3a AcTapoTa BCIBIXHYIIH SIPKO, C TIOXO MPUKPHITON
apoctbto. — He cmoTpu Ha Hee!

— AcTH, 51 He cOOUParOCh COOMA3HIAThH TBOIO KEHIMHY, — HACMEIUIMBO MTPOU3HEC JEMOH. —
Ecau most Tanst y3Haet o 006 3ToM, TO MHE TIpUJETCS CphIrHyTh B [IpoBan Beunbix Myk.

— Kak oHa? — AcTapoT Bce-TaKku CIIPOCHII O HEW, YyBCTBYSI HEJTOBKOCT.

— CoOupaercs nogaputh MHe cbiHa. S cuactinuB, Acth, — AcMoAeil CHOBa MOCMOTpEIN Ha
Mapuro. — Hazieroch Thl y3Haelllb, YTO 3TO TAKOE.

OHM 3amMonyaiu, siAS APYr HA JApyra U BAPYT, OXBAYEHHBIC MOPHIBOM, KPEMKO OOHSIIUCH,
CKUMas IJICUH.

— IIpoctu MeHs, — ACTapOT BBIOJHUII CBAICHHBIN KECT U MOLET0BAJ IJ1a3a apyra.

— S mpomato Tebsi, — Acmoiell TOBTOPUII KECT Apyra M CHOBa OOHsI ero. — Mpbl
MPUIYMAEM, UYTO JEIATh C 3TUM.

— Tb1 HE Bugen B Axy Pomana? — AcTapoT HauMHAJI NEPEKUBATH 3a Apyra.

— Her... budponca uckan gaxe Jlron, — orBetns Acmozeit 1 Haxmypuicsa. — Tbl nymaens,
qTo. ..

— DOTO IUIOX0. DTO OYEHb IUIOX0, — ACTapOT IOAHSUI KPAaCHBIE I7ia3a, HAMOJHSIOMIMECS
yepHoTOU. — budpoHCc Mor nmoctpagate oT Meva 3aakuunia. S He ToKeH ObUT OpocaTth €ro.

— Ycnokoiica. OH BIIOJIHE MOIIHBIM JI€MOH, U BeAb ThI cracal »KeHumHy. Tel cmacan Oko
bora, — Acmogeii ycmokanBarolie noxjonai ero mo miedy. — C HUM Bce OyJeT B OPSIJIKE.

* %% Byl 1omKHBI yOpaTh )KEHIMHY OT JIEMOHA, — B CEPEOPUCTOM 3€pKaJie MyIILCUPOBAJIO
KEMUY)KHOE CUSHUE, U HECKOJIbKO MY)XKYHH C 0JIaroroBeHHeM BIVISAbIBAIUCH B Hero. — Oxo bora
MeIIaeT MHE UCTOJHUTH BoJito Otia Hamero HebecHoro!

— Mpun1 Bce caenaem, 3aakumi! Tl MOXellb MOJOXUTHCA Ha Hac! J[eMoHaM HE MECTO Hé
3emiie [ocmogHei! — MoOJIOAOM MYXYMHA C [UIMHHBIMHM, CBETJIBIMHA BOJIOCAMH HEUCTOBO
MEPEKPECTHUIICS.

— S nomxeH 3akoHYMTH Hadaroe. [locmemmTe, — aHrea MOCMOTpPEN Ha COOpPABIIMXCS
T'PO3HBIM B3TJIAI0M U ucue3. ClieloM Mponaio CUsiHUE, U 3epKajio MPUHSIIO OOBIYHBINA BUI.

— Tol oTnpaBuIbCs 3a HEW, — CEAOW CTApUK yKa3all Ha MapHsS C JJIMHHBIMU BOJIOCAMU U
(dha"aTuyHO ropsmMMH IazaMu. — HakoHell Hamn opieH AMETHUCTa CMOXKET JI0Ka3aTh BEPHOCTH



bory! 3aakunia rosopuii ¢ Hamu!
y

— S ormpapnstoch HEMEUIEHHO! — TMapeHb MOoleNloBal cusiioniee (UOIETOBBIM CBETOM
KOJIBIIO CEJIOTO M OBICTPO HAMPABHUIICS K JIBEPH.

— byap octopoxken! — mpenynpenun ero crapuk. — M 3amoMHU: TailHa HAIEro OpAEHA
npeBbIE Bcero! YMpu, HO He Bblal ee!

* k% 4 BepHych B jgoM. MoxeT, Poman Tam, — ACTapOT YKpbUI JEBYIIKY IUICJAOM U
MPUTIAIUI TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI, JIFOOYSICh HEXXKHBIMU YE€PTaAMU.

— 4 ¢ 10001, — AcMojiell BBIHYII CBOW M€Y, U OH 3aBUOpUPOBAJ, CPACTasICh C PYKOMl. —

Bo3MO0XHO Tam J0ByIIKA.

— Jloundepy HEe NMOHPABUTCS, YTO MBI MBITAEMCSl BOEBaTh C aHTeNaMu 0O€3 ero BeJaoMma.
Moxer, Tbl MOKa MmoOyneub B CTOpOoHE? — AcTapoT AocTal U3 ceiida udepHble KUHXKAJIBl C
JUIMHHBIMU JIE3BUSIMU. — DTO HE MpPOcTas OuTBa

— 4?7 B cropone? — Acmoneit 3axoxotan. — ACTH, MOH 3a]1 JaBHO y»€ HE 4YysUT OMTaCHOCTH.
Ckopo s Oyy CUIETh BO3JIe OKHA, OOJICTIJIEHHBINA IEThbMU, U Y€CaTh OTBUCIIMNA KUBOT!

— MoxeT, BaM TTonpo0OoBaTh HE Jejarh TaK 4acTO JEMOHUYECKUX OTHPBICKOB? — AcTapot
XATPO YXMBUIbHYJICSI.

— S mocMoTpro Ha TeOs1, Koraa Thl BO3BMEIIL Ha PYKU CBOETO MepBeHIa!

Actapot 3aMmep u mocMoTtpeln Ha Mapuro. Jletu? Ot Hee? Ceparle yrapuiochk o pedpa pas, elrg
pa3 u yxHyno BHH3. EMy 3TO ga)ke B roJIOBYy HE MPUXOIUIIO0. DTO OblJIa MEUTa IEMOHA — HAMOJIHUTD
3TO XPYMKOE TEJO YacThio ceOsl. ..

AcMmojieit cripaTai yJIbIOKY M CO CBUCTOM PYOaHYJ BO3IYX.

— Ilopa.
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* % * 4 mpocHynack W TOBOJIBHO TMOTSAHY/IACh B TEIJIOM KOKOHE MIEPCTAHOrO ruiena. OTKPHIB
rJj1a3a, s IPUCIIyIaIachk: B KBAPTUPE ObLIO THUXO.

— Actapot! — no3Bana s, IepBbIil pa3 Ha3bIBasl €T0 N0 UMEHU.

TunmHa.

[TonHsBIIMCH, s MOIDIA 110 KOMHATaM, UIllA CBOETO BO3JIFOOJIEHHOIO JEMOHA, HO HET, B 3THUX
POCKOIIHBIX anapTaMeHTax sl Oblia ofHa. ['HeTylllee YyBCTBO CTpaxa W OMACHOCTU MPOKPAIOCH B
Iylly: MHE HE€ HPaBWJIOCh 3TO ONUHOYECTBO. Ha KyxHe s oOHapyxkuiia Tapeiky C ellle TerlIbIM
kaptodenem u counbiM OudmrexcoMm. OH ObUT TAKUM aNMETUTHBIM, YTO S HE CMOIJIa OTKAa3arh
cebe U chella ero, TOBOJIbHO MbIYa — MPOTOJIOAATHCS 5 yCIena CUIIBHO. ..

CrpanHbIil MOPOX B DIYOMHE KBapTUPHI MPUBIEK MOE€ BHUMAHHUE U S MOMEHTAIBHO
HaCTOPOXKMIJIACh — KTO-TO HAXOMUJICS PAJIOM, U 3TO ObUT HE MOM IEMOH. Sl OCTOPOXXKHO ABUHYIIACH
B TOCTUHHYIO, 4 CTYK MOET0 CEp/Ila 3ariylall BCE 3ByKH, KOTOPHIE 5 TaK »KaJHO JTOBUJIA.

Bo3ne nuBana, rae A crana, CTOSJI MYy)KYMHA B TEMHOM onexnae. Ero IMHHBIE CBETIIBIC
BOJIOCHI ObUIM cOOpaHbl B XBOCT, a IJla3a IIAPWJIM O KOMHAre, CJIOBHO BBIMCKHMBAas KOTO-TO.
VYcnpilaB MOM 1Iard OH OOEPHYJCSA, W HaIllM B3MVISJbl BCTPETUINCh — MOW, UCIIyTaHHBIA U €ro,
XATPBIM U HACTOPOKECHHBIMN.

— KT0 BBI? — miponuiana s, 9yBCTBYS yrpo3y U MPHUOIMKAIOIIYIOCS OMacHOCTb.

— Ilocnennee, 4Tto TBHI yBUIMIIL, — IMPOLMIIEN OH, U €ro Ivasa MpPeAyIpPeKIAAOIIS
cy3unuch. — S 3akporo TBoe OKo HaBcerja.

Mens ckoBan ctpax. S moHsuia, 4To celdyac OH HAOPOCHUTCS Ha MEHs, U MOMOIIM MHE ObLIO
XKJaTh HEOTKyHa. "AcTapoT, Hy rae e Thl!" — 3aBonmiia MOsS Jyllla, COAPOTasiCh OT KEJIAHUS
HCTIAPUTHCS, CAETATHCA HEBUANMOW UJIA MPOCTO MPOBAIUTHCS CKBO3b 3EMIIIO.

A U0 He3HaKoMIla ObUIO XOJOJHBIM M PACUYETIMBBIM, B €r0 CHUJBHOW pPYyKE BHE3AIMHO
MOSIBUJICS] HOXK, KOTOPBIM OH MPHUHSJICS ITOUTPBIBATh, HACMEIIUIMBO IS HA MEHSL.

A nmonsiTUnack, OTCTyMast 0OpPaTHO B KyXHIO, HO OH XUIIHO OCKAJIMJICS W IBUHYJICS KO MHE.

"Uro penare?! Uto nenars?!" — opanm MoM MO3r, HO, KPOME KaK TYIOrO OLENEHEHUS, MOE
TEJ0 HE YyBCTBOBaJIO HHM4Yero. Ho cTomsio eMy KHUHYThCS Ha MeEHs, s Opocuiiach Haszal co
CKOPOCTBIO DJIEKTPOIIOE3/1a.

CXBaTHB CO CTOJIA TAPEJIKY C OCTABILEKCS B HEM KapTOUIKOW, S IIBBIPHYJIA €€ B HANAIAIOIIETO,
HO OH JIOBKO YBEPHYJICSI U KYCOYKHM KapTo(elssi OCTalMCh Ha CTEHKE, CMoJi3as C Hee Ha JIOPOrou
koBep HesznakoMmery ynbioasicst U npoioskail HacTylaTh, BRICTABUB Tepe]l cO00i OyecTsIlee JIe3BHE.
B ero B3risae ynTanack yBepeHHOCTh B CBOSH moOee.

51 3amepna, mprKaBUMCh K cTONY. HallyrmaB Ha ero moBEepXHOCTH MEPEUHUILY, S 3aKaja €€ B
PYKE M KaK TOJIbKO OH MPUOJIU3UIICS €IIle Ha Iar, C CHUJION BBITPSIXHYJIA €€ COIEPKUMOE MY B JIUIIO

— TBaps! — 3a0pan oH, XBaTasch 3a Ij1aza U rPOMKO uynxas. — ['0TOBbCS K cMmepTH!

S moMyaack MUMO HEro, HO OH yCHEJ CXBAaTUTh MEHS 3a PYKY U Mbl BMECTE PYXHYJIM Ha IMOJI.
OcTpoe ne3BHE€ HOXKA MEIBKHYIO BO3JIE MOEro Julia, W s 3aKpuyajia, MbITasiCh OCTAHOBUTh
npuOIMKaroytocst cMepThb. CXBaTUBIIMCH 3a JIE3BUE, sl TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK OHO PEXKET JAJ0Hb U
KakK TerJjias KpoOBb JILETCS MO KUCTU K Cruly JokTs. S cnabena, v )KyTKas 00Jib OXBaTrbiBajia MEHSI
BCE CUJIbHEE.

B Mmoeii cBoOomHOM pyke ele Oblla 3a)kaTa XpycTalbHasi IEpEeYHUIIa, U 51, UCTIBITHIBAS PUIIUB
IOCJIEHEN HAJICK/Ibl, TKHYJIA €€ MY)KUYUHE B IJ1a3.



— JlemoHcKas nurroxa! — 3a0pait OH, CKaThIBasACh C MEHSL.

BckounB Ha HOTH, S MOMYajdach B TOCTHUHYIO, C Y’KacOM IOHHUMAsl, 4YTO ABEPb, CKOPEE BCETO,
3amnepTa — HallaJIaBIlMii, BOSMOXHO, 3aIep ee, YTOObI OTPE3aTh MHE MYTh K CIIACEHUIO

S npoTaHyna pyKy K Heil 1 pyxHysa B o0bsTUSA ACTapoTa...

* % * OH MOMEHTAJILHO OLIEHUJI CUTYAIIMIO U SIPOCTHO 3apblyall, KOTJIa YBUIE] OKPOBABICHHYIO
Maputo, ynasliyro eMy B PyKH.

B nBepsiX KyXHH CTOSUT HE3HAKOMELL, C)KUMAas B pPyKe HOX, HO TEIEPh, B €ro miazax ObUl JIUIIb
CTpax.

— Jlaii-ka ee croma, — AcMoOnei oYTH BBIpBAJl JAEBYIIKY U3 pyK AcTtapora W, yCaJuB €€ Ha
IIMBaH, IPUHSIICS pACCMAaTPUBATH €€ PaHYy.

— IIpoknsaTeiil yepBb! — 3apeBen ACTapoT U KMHYICS K HaaaaBlieMy. — Tbl paHUI MOIO
KeHumHy!!!

CunbHBIN ymap clMO HAIaJarouero ¢ HOr, U ACMOICI0 CTOMJIO OTPOMHBIX YCHIJIMH, YTOOBI
OCTaHOBUTH JpYyra.

— Ilomoxmu! Ilomoxau, Actu! — 3kpuyan oH, pa3zkumas pyku AcTapoTa, KOTOPbIMU OH
CYKUMAJI TOJIOBY HE3HAKOMIIA, U U3 HOCA MYKUHMHBI YK€ TEKJIA TYCTask KPOBb.

On Omics B pyKax JeMOHa U OTYAsTHHO 3aIliakal, Korja AcMojiel HakOHeIl 0CBOOO NI €T0.

— CHauvasia HyXHO y3HaTh, KTO OH!

AcTapoT peBes Kak OClICHHBIA MEeJIBE/Ib, U Ha €ro Ilie€ B3AYIHCH TOJCThIC BEHBI. [ HEB CBOIUIT
€ro ¢ ymMa, U JAEMOHY CTOMJIO OIFPOMHBIX YCHJIMM, 4TOOBI HE HMCIOJIb30BaTh CaMyI0 YXKaCaIOIIyIO
CUJTy, UMEIOIIYIOCA B €r0 pacnopsikeHuH. OH XOTeN KPOBH, U ATO KEJIAHUE CHKUTAJIO €r0 U3HYTPH.

— K0 TBI?! — €ro )yTKuil peB, 3aCTaBUJI OCBIIATHCSA WTYKATYPKY. — KTO THI?!

— 4 u3 opaeHa Awmerucra... — 3aBbUI NAPEHb, JPOXKA OT cTpaxa. — MHeE MpuKazaiu
yHUYTOXUTHh OKo0 boral!

— Kt0? 3agxnnn?!

— Ha... 3a Heit mpuayT eme. 3a Hel OyayT MPUXOAUTH MOCTOSHHO, MOKa HE YOBIOT! — mouTH
BBIILTIOHYJ OenHsra. — 3HaiiTe 3To!

AcCTapoT KMHYJICSl K HEMY, HO TOT BIIPYT MOJHSJI PyKY C HOXKOM U BOTHAII €ro cede B cepile. ..

* % % Jepkalio yKe He MePeTuBaIOCh )KEMUYKHBIM CUSTHUEM, OHO ITPOCTO TOPEJIO.

— Bb1 — miynible, 0€30TBETCTBEHHBIC JIIOAUIIKH! — TPOMOIVIACHBINA TOJIOC 3aKUUIa MPUKaAT
K MOy MY)KYUH U3 opfieHa AMeTucTta. — Pa3Be s ckazan youTh keHIMHY?! S, SBISISICH BOXKJIEM
apMu Muxaniia, Takxe SIBJISIOCh aHresioM muiiocepaust! S ckazan "yOparh )KEHIMHY OT JeMoHa'!
Kak BeI MOmn maxxe nmogymars Takoe! Mep3kue, xaxaynme KpoBu TBapu! Uem Bbl OTIMYAETECH OT
JEMOHOB, 3TOT0 MEP3KOr0 MOPOKIECHUS CaMOT0 AbsiBoia?!

— IlpocTu Hac, 3agkumi! — cTapuk MOAMOI3 K 3epKajly U yaapu J100M 00 moJi, pa3ouBasi ero
B KpoBb. — Bo ums ['ocniona!

— He npousnocu wumenu FEro, 0e3mymmbii! — KpuK aHreina 3acTaBUll COOpaBIIMXCA
CXBATUTHCS 32 TOJIOBY, MPUKPHIBAsS Y. — Mep30CTh!

3epKaJIO Pa30pBAIIOCH HA THICSYM OCKOJIKOB, 4 CTAPUK 3arjiaKal.

* % * 4] Haxoauiach B OLIENICHEHUM, BCE €IIIE MEePEKUBasi CIyYUBILEECS U MEJIKO MOJparupaia,
BOJIS1 BO3OY)KICHHBIM B3TJISAJIOM 10 KOMHATE, MOKa He HaTKHYJIach Ha ActapoTta. OH TOXKE CMOTpE
Ha MEHS, ¥ YepHas paly’KKa B €To TJia3ax Bce ele Oblia YKacHO IMPOKOi.

— Bce xoporno, — nporenTtan oH oqHUMH rydoamu. — Bce xoporo. S Golibliie HE OCTaBIIIO
TeOs.

S xuBHYA U MepeBesia B3MIA Ha MY>KUUHY, CTOSIBIIETO psoM ¢ HUM. OH ObUT O4€Hb KPacuB



1 TaKoM ke OOJIbIToN, Kak B ACTapoT.
— Cogerylo TeO€ HE MSUTUTHCS Ha HEr0, — 3JI0 TPOIMITIeN 1eMOoH. — OH 3aHST.

— Sl He nmanunack... — npobypuana . — [IpocTo oH He3HAKOMBIN, BOT U BCE.
— Acmojeit, — npeacTaBuiIcs OH U YIbIOHYNCs. — Jpyr AcTu.
— Mapus, — npejacTaBuiIach s, HaOMOIAs 3Ty JOBOJHHO CTPAHHYIO KapTHUHY: JYXKU KPOBH,

KpacaBLbl JEMOHBI, UCTIAYKAHHBIE €10 K€, U TPYII C TOPYALM U3 TPYIU HOKOM.

— Jlymaro, ThI OJKHA IMO3HAKOMUTHCA ¢ Moer TaHel, — MyX4YuMHa MOAMUTHY!I MHE. — OHa
Oyzner pana.

— JT0 Bama xeHa?

— D10 60JIbIlIE YEM KEHAa — OHa MO$ MOJIOBUHA, — CKa3all OH, U 51 C UHTEPECOM MOCMOTpea
Ha €ro KOpOTKYI0 00poy, KOTopast Oblia MPOHU3aHa CePEOPSIHBIMU HUTAMH.

— I' e To1 ObIT? — 4 B3APOTHYINA, KOorJa ACTapoT KOCHYJICS paHbl HA MOEH JIaJIoHHU.

— MHWckan budponca, — nemMoH mpoOexan 1O MoeMmMy Tely [Ja3aMH, BBIMCKUBas
IoBpexAcHUsA. — Pomana.

— Hamen?

— Her, HO HaxerwCp, 4TO ¢ HUM BCE B MOPSAAKE, — ACTapOT B3sJI MOE JIMIO B JIAJIOHHU U

ckazan: — S ornparito Te0s B An ¢ Acmojeem. [loOynens TaM ¢ ero >KeHOM.

— Her! Hu 3a uto He octaBiio Te0s1! — st cOpocuita ero pyku. — 3aakuuil yobeT Teos!

— S He cmpammBaro TeOs, comiacHa Thl WJIM HET, a TOBOPIO, Kak OyaeT, — Mpopblyal
ActapoT. — Tbl — cMepTHasi, 1 MOXeIllb TOTUOHYTH B JIFOOOH MOMEHT.

— Her, — ynepTo cka3zaina s 1 Hagynach.

JIeMOH TIpOBEN PYKOW HAJl MOEU JIaJIOHBIO, U s IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK MOSI KOXKA CTITUBAETCH.

— He cnops co MHOM, — €ro 1i1asza npeaynpexaatone CBEpKHYIIH.

S mpomosyana, HO B Jiyilie ObUTa HE COTJIacHA ¢ TaKUM perieHrneM. OH OCTaHETCsl B ONTAaCHOCTH,
KOTOpas Jake HEBUIMMA EMY.

— Wnu B qymi, — modtH mpukaszaji oH. — S mpuHecy Tede oaeKIy.

CMmBIB ¢ ce0st KpOBb M )KYTKHE MPUKOCHOBEHHUS HAMAJABIIETO, s CHOBA HATSHYA €ro YUCTYIO
¢GbyTOO0JIKY U C TPYIOM pacuecalia MOKpbIE TshKeJble BOJIOCH. HeoKu1aHHO, CUITBHBIN yap coTpsic
CTEHY, M1 YMBIBAJILHUK C TPECKOM PACKOJIOJICS, O0JILHO Majiasi MHE Ha HOTH.

51 BBICKOYMIIA U3 BAHHOW M C Y’KAaCOM YCTaBHUJIACh Ha MPOUCXOJAIICE B KOMHATe — 3aJKUWI,
KPacCHUBBbIM M BEJIMYECTBEHHBIM, CHOBA 3aHEC CBOM Med HajJ ACTapoTOM, y KOTOPOTO W3 IUIeda
XJlecTaja KpOBb. J[€MOH KpPYXKWJICS IO KOMHATE, pa3MaxuWBas KHHXKAJIaMH, HO OH HE BHUJEI
Apxanremna! AcMojielt CTOSUT Ha KOJICHSX, U3 TIIyOOKOM paHbl Ha 0y COUMIICS ajIblid pydeeK, 3aIruBas
€ro KpacHbI€ IJ1asa.

— Hert! — 3akpuyana s u KuHynach K ACTapory.

JleMOH MoAHSUT Ha MEHs IVla3a, U B HUX Myrawrouend OarpsHold TEeMHOTE S yBUJENa CTpax,
OTYasTHUE U BCILIECK OOJIH.

— He cwmeit! — 3apeBen on. — He cmeii!

Ho Obuto mo3iHO. S nphITHYJIA HA HETO U, 3aKMYPHUBIIUCH, BIIEMTUJIACH B €r0 IJIeYU, OOXBAaTUB
Horamu. TyT e, XyTkasi BCcemomiolaromias 0o0Jib ONpoH3WiIa MeHs. I OTKphUia pOT, YTOOBI
3aKpUYarh, HO U3 HETO MOJIMJIACh KPOBB, BRILJIECKUBAsICh Ha Oemyro (pyroomnky. [locnennee, uto s
YBHJI€JIa — HAMNOJHEHHbBIE CJIE3aMHU U HEMBIM KPUKOM, KpacHbIE ria3a AcTaporTa.
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¥ # * JleMOH TOYYBCTBOBaJ, KaK Ha HETO CBaJIWJIACh TSHKECTh M OOJIb BCEr0 MHpa, KOrja
OrpOMHBIA Meu ApxaHresia mpoH3wa Tesno Mapuu. OCTpblil KIMHOK CJIETKa [aparHyll €ro rpyib,
PO CKBO3b €€ CEPALIE.

OH akKypaTHO B3sUI €€ Ha PYKH, MOIJCPKUBasl CJIaOCIONMEe HOTM M OMYCTHJICS Ha KOJICHH,
packayuBasiCh U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOpoHY. OH xpan. XKpgan cMmeprensHoro ymapa. Ho Huuero He
MPOUCXOAUIIO U AEMOH MOJHSUI IJa3a, U C TPYAOM YIAEPKUBAEMBIE CJE3bl XJIBIHYIU U3 HuUX. [lepen
HUM CTOSJT 3aJIKMUJI U CMOTPEJI Ha HETO CTPAIHbIM O€3YMHBIM B3TJISIZIOM.

— S Buxy T€0s1, — mpoxpuren 1eMoH. — M HeHaBHXKY Tak, KaKk HUKOT/Ia JI0 3TOTO.

— Her... — npomenTan ApxaHren, U €ro KpacuBble 4epThl Ucka3mio rope. — Hert... S He
yOuBaro JIOJCH. . .

— Thl HUYEM HE OTJIIMYAEUILCS OT MEHS... — MPOIIENTAI ACTapoT M IMOJOXKHUI K €r0 HOoraM
teso Mapuu. — Bot TBos mobena, anren Musocepausi. . .

— Her... l'ocmogu... Her... — 3aakumnin 3amiakai, U €ro ciie3bl )KEMYYroM MOCHINAIUCh Ha
non. — ['ocriogu!

— Ilo3aH0 B3BIBACIIL, 3aIKUMII, — B KOMHAaTe nosBuinch Jiron u budponc. — U kak, tenept
ThI YyBCTBYEIIIb CBOE MaJICHUE?

— BbI He MoOXeTe BUACTh MEHs! — CJI€3bl BCE €Ille KaTWJIMCh M3 €ro MPEeKpPacHbIX Ma3. —
Yro... UTo npoucxoaut?
— Crupaercss rpaHb... — 3aaymMuuBO MNpoTsHyl Jlronudep. — 3710, HANOIHUBIIKMCH

M000BbIO, HAUMHAET BUJETH J00pO... A 100po, B CBOEH BeUHOM OOpHOE CO 3710M caMO CTaHOBUTCS
HuM. Hamma BoliHa J0MKHA NJUTHCS HA rpaHuIiax Aja, He Mepexoius Ha 3eMJI0. JTOo Halla OUTBa,
3aakuni. Tel nepelien rpaHuUllbL.

— OraBaTh CBOE TEJO IEMOHY — rpex! — ciioBa ApxaHresa Mpo3Bydalid HE TaK TBEP/IO.

— JIro60Bb — 3TO HE Tpex... U B Ay poxnatotcs netu, — Jlronudep moaomen K HeMy U
3arIIHYJ CBOMMM SICHBIMH, TOJyOBIMH IJIa3aMU B €70 CHHHE, MPONMUTaHHbIe 00Jbi0. — [TocMoTpw,
MOHM TI7la3a HE U3MEHUJIUCH, HE MPEBPATIIINChH B OarpsiHble, KpOBaBble 03€pa. ITO HAIIOMUHAHHUE O
TOM, 4TO g Obul aHresnoM. M uHorma s moMHio 3t0, 3aakumi. OcTaBb Hallld BOMHBI HaM. Bynb...
YEJIOBEKOM.

ApxaHrein OmycTWJICS Ha KOJIEHH, HE CBOOd mia3 ¢ Actapora. Ero XeM4yXHbI€ CIE3bI
cepeOpuiIn KpacuBOE JIUILO0, a CJe3bl AcTapoTa, MPEBPATUBIIUCEH B KPOBb, OKPACHUIIM JIUIIO IEMOHA B
OarpoBoe.

— IIpoctu Men4... [Ipoctu MeHs. ..

— bor npoctut, — ckazan ACTapoT U 3aKpuyai OT 00JIM — €ro IJ1a3a CTadH SPKO-TOJIyObIMHU,
HaIMoJHEHHBIMU HeOecHbIM cBeToM. — Kak 6onbHO! UepT!

— Hawm HyxHO cBanuTh HeHanonro, — menuyn Jlronudep budponcy. — Ilo-mMoemy, g uyro
nyx Otua Hamero HebGecHoro. U yxx moBeps, 3a]1 OH HaJIEpeT BCEM COOpaBIIMMCS B 3TOM KOMHATE.

OHU MOAXBaTUIIN MOJ PYKU ACMOJES U UCUE3IIH.

— Jlaii MHE pyKH... — 3aJKUWJI YMOJISIONIE MPOTSHYI CBOU JAJOHW, MYrasch IJa3
Actapora. — I Xxo4y mOMOYb.

JIeMOH BIIOKHWJI CBOM PYKH B PYKH Bpara, U OCJIENUTENbHBIM CBET XJIBIHYI CKBO3b HUX,
NPUYUHSS ACTapoTy aJCKYI0 00Jb, a ApXaHTelly paiickoe HacTaaxaeHue.

['ne-To B 6e3mepHoit BeimHE B3AbIxaid bor. Hamoenun Bce emy no yeptukos. [lopa B oTIycK. ..



Kcraru... OH capiman ronoc Jlrona! BoT mapumBelil IEHOK, yCIIEN CMBIThCA. ... Kak Beerma... Kak
BCErJA. ..

* % * Ona xwuBa. OHa cracia ero IeHON CBOEH *KU3HU. ACTapOT CMOTpEII Ha CIisInylo Mapuic
Y HE MOT OCTaBUTbh €€ HU HA MUHYTY.

— Most... Mos... — menTai OH, NOKPbIBAS €€ JIUIIO JIETKUMHU TouenysiMu. — OYHHUCH.

— OcTaBb JIEBYIIKY B TTOKOe, — JHI0 Jltomudepa mokazanoch u3-3a ABEpU BaHHOU. — TyT
TUXO?

— Jla, Bce crokoiHO, — ACTapoT NMOBEpHYJICS K HEMY U yBUjien budponca. — I'ne Tb1 6b117!

— Yb-d-¢... — BBIIOXHYT CaTOBHUK, IIAS B €r0 KpacHbIE Ta3a, OyaTO HIa OCTaTKH
rojryooro cusiausi. — Sl yske ObLIO Mo tymMal, 9To TeOs mepeMaHuIn Ha Ty CTOPOHY. ..

— Sl 3aman Tebe Bonpoc, — AEMOH YIPIOMO CMOTpEIT Ha JIpyra.

— Ilpocun Jlroua o nomonm, — budgpoHc HanpaBuics B KyxHi0. — A €CTh UTO MOXPATh?

— S Tebs npemynpexnan! Hukakoro Jlromudepa! — 3apeBen Acrtapor, HO Jlronuder
YCIIOKOWJI €70 HEPBHBIM JIBUKEHUEM PYKH.

— 41 Bce paBHO omno3gan ¢ nomoipio! budponc — Hactosumit apyr. M BooOie... S Teobs
npouro. .. Bo3ppamarics, Actu...

— AcMmogei... UTo ¢ HUM? — JIeMOH BCHOMHIJI YKACHYIO paHy Ha €ro rojoBe, UTHOPUPYA
npockOy rocroinHa aja.

— Homa, nox Habmonenuem Ypdypa. Tol ke 3Haelb, Kak TSKEI0 3aKUBAIOT PaHbl OT Meuen
anrenoB... On Oyaer B mopsake. JKennmHa toxe ornpaButcs B An? — Jlonudep HeMHOro
CMOPITAJICS, 0’KUJIasi OTBETA.

— DT0 He 00CyXJaeTcsi, — JEMOH B3sUl €€ KPOXOTHYIO JIaJIONIKy B CBOIO 3JI0POBEHHYIO
pyKy. — MHe He HyxeH AJ 0e3 Hee.

— 4 tak u 3Han... — Jlro1 npurpo3ua B noTojiok. — OT4e, MyCTh aHTEJNbI TATAIOT K TeO¢
cBOUX AeBuIl!

3a OKHOM TPSHYJI TAKOM TPOM, YTO CTEKJIa B OKHAX >KaJIOOHO 3apeOe3Kai.

— budponc! — 3aopain Jlromudep. — XBaTuT xpathb, yxoaum!

SIJIOr

— To1 cobnazusin Tanwo! — Mapus Hagynacek 1 370 Habmogana 3a ActaporoM. — OHa MHe
BCE paccka3zaial

— DT0 OBUIO JaBHO, XKEHILMHA, YCIIOKOKCS! — ACTapOT yXMBUISJICS, YyBCTBYS €€ PEBHOCTh U
€MY 3TO HPaBUJIOCH.

— CKOJIBKO K€ s Harepneach... DTo HeBbIHOCHMO!!! Mama!!! — Mapwus Buenunacey B 0510
B IIPUCTYIe cXBaTOK. — S Te0st yObro!!!

— Bama cBeTnocTh, MOKUHBTE CHalbHI0, — YpQyp MSATKO, HO HACTOMYHUBO BBHITOJIKAN €r0 U3
KOMHAaThl. — BbI HEpBUpYETE CYNpYTYy.

— AcTH, Thl MEHS 3HaEIIL! — 3aBoNWJIa OHA emy Beiel. — Ecnu g uro-To y3Hato... He naid...
Aaaaaall!

— HWHorma MHE Kaxercsa, 4TO OHa poawiiack B Any... — ckazanm AcTtaporT AcMOAero,
cuneBuieMy ¢ Taneu BHU3Y.

— 1 Bce cupiny!!! — cHOBa pa3nalics BOIUIb IEBYIIKU.

— Bot Buauiib! 910 CymecTBO MOXKET CBECTH € yma!

Acmozielt TpOMKO paccMesiyICsl U OOHSUT KEHY.

— Kro-T0 HEe ymeeT aepxaTh sA3bIK 3a 3ydamu! — npoumrien AcTapoT, risad Ha TaHto.
— He 3acTaBisiii MEHs BCIIOMUHATD. .. — IJ1a3a JEBYILLIKU CBEPKHYIIU.



— 0-0-0... Bce! Bce! — neMOH BCTalm M MPUHSIICS MEPUTH IIIMPOKUMU IIaraMy KOMHATy. —
S1 6orock 3a Hee, Bce TaKH ABOMHS. ..

— Bce Oyaer xopoio, — Tans ynbiOHynach emy. — OHa cuJibHasL.

— Jlroundep Buepa rpo3uiicsa 3aKpbITh epexon, — ACMOAEH nmpekpacHo MOHUMAJ JIpyra. —
["oBopHUT, 4TO 3amax AETCKUX MEJICHOK MPOHUK B KXY 1IeJib Ana!

Moronibie 10U CHOBAa PacCMEsUIUCh U B 3TOT MOMEHT JIETCKUU Tiad pa3opBajl TUIIMHY, U
AcTtapoT pBaHyJI BBEPX M0 JECTHUIIE.

Ypdyp BeITHpan MOKphIE pyKH, a Mapus cujiea OTKMHYBIIMCh Ha TOMYIIKHU, AepiKa Ha PyKax
JIBYX MJIQJICHIIEB.

— Manpurku! — pagocTHO 00BsIBUIIA OHA. — MUJIBINA, MTOCMOTPH HA HUX...

AcTapoT 3amisiHyJ B CMOPIIEHHBIE MOPAAIIKHY U MTEPENOJHUIICA YyBCTBAMH.

— Cmacu00... — mpoirenTal oH, neiys ee auio. — Cracu6o. ..
— 3a nereun?
— W 3a mpam Ha cepare... — ACTapOT MPUKOCHYICS K €€ TPyIHu, U cpa3y MOYyBCTBOBAJ

rpyObIil pyOel, HaBceria OcTaBIIMiics Ha ee Koxke. HanoMuHaHue o cMepTH U JIFOOBH. ..
[Iponomkenue: Aackuii caa. budpoHc. 3nech xe.
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* % * Mosl cemMbsi BCErlla OTJIMYallach OT APYIMX CEMEW, U HE TOJBKO M3-3a TOTO, YTO MEHS
BOCIIUTHIBAJIM JBE TeTKU. Hac cunTanu HeMONUMBIMU U CTPAHHBIMH, JaKe HEMHOTO TTOOANBAHCH,
YTO SIBHO IPOCJIEKUBAIOCH B TOM, KaK KEHIIMHBI CTAPAIUCh MEPEUTH HA APYTYIO CTOPOHY YIIHIIBI
MIpY BHUJE TETOK, @ MY>KUMHBI OTBOAMIIM B3DIsA. TETYIIKY CABUIA BEAbMaMHU HO, €CJIU OBITh YECTHOU
710 KOHIIa — 3TO OBbUIO MPaBJIOH.

Sl naBHO MpUBBIKJIA K TaKOW peakiuu, 1 He 0CO00 3aMOpavyrBajach, Beb Y MEHs ObUIH Jena
MOBaAXXHEE — HampuMep, BCE CBOE CBOOOIHOE BpeMs sI 3aHMMajach T€M, YTO cOoOWpaia TpaBhl,
KOPSDKKH, KOPCIIKM, a MOTOM, IOJ YYTKMM PYKOBOJACTBOM TETOK, Bapwja M3 3TOTO CTPAHHBIC,
BOHIOUME 3€Jbs, HA3BIBAIOIIMECS OYEHb POMAHTHUYHO: «JIyHHasd cTpacTh», «Yoap MOJIHUMY WIIH,
HanpuMmep, «[[puKOCHOBEHHE MTOXOTHY ...

Jla-na, He YIUBISHTECH...BCE 3TO — JIIOOOBHBIC 3€Jbsl, 32 KOTOPHIMH MPUXOAMIH IO
MTOKPOBOM HOYM BCE T€ K€ KEHIIMHBI, KOTOPhIC U30eraan Hac JTHEM.

S mo6J1r0 CBOM JIOM M JIEC, OKPYXKAIOIMK €ro, JIFOOII0 TETOK, KOTOPhIE BHIIVISACIN HaAMHOIO
MOJIOKE CBOMX IIIECTUJECSTH, JIByX YEPHBIX KOTOB M BOpoHa [psma, 000Karomero CujeTh Ha
KPBIIIIE HAIIIETO JJoMa B JII0OYI0 moroAy. Mos *Ku3Hb HpaBUJIaCh MHE U MEHSITh €€ sl HE COOMpaach.

— Apuna! Apuna! Tsl yero 3actbuia Tam?!

D10 Mos TeTka Banma. MHe HY)KHO WJATH, MHAY€ OHA MOJHUMET BECh JieCc Ha yum....Jla-na,
TaKue YK y MEHSI TETKH, HO sl UX 000Kat0 U HArjo MOJIb3YIOCh B3aUMHOCTHIO.

— ThI ke 3amep3nal — yTBEpKAAIOIMM TOHOM MPOM3HECTA TETKA, C OCYKJIECHUEM DA HA
MEHS. — Y3K OYEHb ChIPO CETOJIHS, a ThI JaXK€ KYPTKY HE 3acTernyal

— CeronHs Teriee, 4eM BUepa, — 0€3 0co00ro PHTy3Ma3Ma OTBETHUJIA s, HE XKeJlas CTyNarh B
oecrnone3Hsblit ciop. — W HeT ok s.

— TyMaH mOpTUT 310POBBE, CHIIBHEE YeM J0XKIb, — MpoOypuasia Banga u cTaHyIa ¢ MEHS
KypTKy. — Wnu kK kamuHy, [ 'ana moropoputs X04er.

S mepenepHyna Iuiedamu, OCTaBIISIsl CHIPOCTh YIMIBI B KOPUIOPE, W MOILIA B TOCTHHYVIO,
OTKY/JIa CJIBIIIAJICS CKPUI Kpecha-Kadaiku. V3 KoMHAThl B KOPUIOP MOJI3JIU CU3bIE KIIYObI IbIMa, U 5
C YAOBOJILCTBHMEM BJIOXHYJIA 3amax Kpenkoro tadaka. ["ana qymarna.

— lacTana no jecy? — JIEHUBO MOMHTEPECOBAJIACh OHA, ITYOOKO 3aTATMBAsACh ManupOCOi,
BCTABJICHHOW B MYHJIUTYK.

— Jla, cerogHs TaM TUXO... — Sl IPOTSIHYJIA PYKU K OTHIO U TYT € MOJIYYuJia M0 HUM TOHKOU
TPOCTBIO.

— He TsHM U3 OTHS 3HEPrUIO, €CIIM HE Hy)KJacubes B Her! — ['ana ykasana MHE Ha Kpeclo,
cTosiBiiee HampoTuB. Ee sipkue, Kak y AEBYIIKH, I1a3a ObUTH OJECTANMMH U BHUMATEIbHBIMH.
Bricokue OpoBu, Oenble, [JIMHHBIE BOJOCHI M fApPKHE TyObl — BCE OTO OBUIO TMOJHOMN
MPOTUBOMOJIOAKHOCTHIO BHEMHOCTU cMymioil Banabl. — Tbl 3Haenms KOro-HUOyIb M3 MECTHBIX
MY>K4HH?

51 ynuBIIEHHO BO33pUJIach HA TETYILKY.

— Hy, xoe-koro 3Haro, a 4T0? — HEIOyMEBasi IOMHTEPECOBANACH S

— Koro nmeHHO0? — TeTka He CBOJMJIa C MEHS IJ1a3.

— OOHOKIACCHUKOB M MAapHS M3 MACHOIO MaBWJIbOHA! — s pa3ApakeHHO Haxmypuiach. K
YeMY 3TH BOIIPOCHI?

— W kak? — 'ana cmoTpena Ha MeHs Tak, Oy/ITO XOTesa MpoOpaThCsi MHE B MO3T.



— Yo xak???

— Tebe HpaBuTCS KTO-HHOYNH? — ['ama XMypuiiach, BBIMCKHBAs Ha MOEM JIHIIE MPHU3HAKU
BITIOOJICHHOCTH K MHU(UYECKOMY TTapHIO.

— B cMmbIcnie? — g HaunMHaIa MOHUMATh, K Y€MY OHA KJIOHUT.

— «IIpukocHOBEHME MOXOTW» chaenaer cBoe pAeno. Jlasan, nepsail! — [ana moctykana
TPOCTBIO 00 MOJI U 3aKanuisiack. — [IycTh KTO-HUOYAh U3 HUX CJIEJIACT HAM MAJICHBKYIO JICBOUYKY U
youpaercs K 4epTsim!

— OcTaBuM 3TOT pa3roBop! — s OTONDIa OT KAMUHA W HANPABWIIACH K JecTHHUlEe. — MHe
HUKTO HE HPABUTCS, U HUKAKUX MAJICHbKUX JIEBOYEK HEe Oyner!
— Bpems unet! — kpuuana MHE BCJIEJ TETKA, U s CHbIIANIA €€ Pa3Ipa)KCHHbIN KPUK, JaXeE

MOAHSBIIMCH B CBOIO KOMHATY. — CKOpo Tebe He TOMOXKET He 0J1HO 3eiibe! OnOMHHUCH!

[Totom oHa cTana BbIpakaTbcsi 0o0Jie€ KOHKPETHO, UCMOJIb3ysS CJIOBEUKH, KOTOPHIE MOXHO
OBUTO YCIIBIIIATH BO3JIE TPSA3HBIX MUBHYX, M S 3acMesUlach. DTO IMOBTOPSIIOCH KaKJIBIM MeCII.
[IpaBna, HauMHAaIa OHA BCET/Ia TIO-PA3HOMY, YeM COMBAJIa MEHS C TOJIKY.

A momonuta K OKHY M yBUENa Ha KapHu3e [ pama. BopoH HaXoX/mmiIcst © XMypo MOTJISIIBIBAT Ha
MEHS, CKJIIOHUB TOJIOBY.

— IIpoapor? — s OTKpbUIa OKHO, U OH BJIeTe]l B KOMHATY, HECSl Ha KPBUIBSIX 3amax MpeJbiX
JMCTHEB U TyMaHa. 3anax OCEeHH.

* * * BbudpoHc 3ayMUMBO CMOTpE] HAa KpacUBbIC JWIWU, KOTOPHIE OH IMPUHEC U3 JOMa
Acmories, U yIpydeHHO Kadas rojioBod. Pactenue nmorubano, XoTst B JOMe Jpyra 4yBCTBOBAJIO ce0s
npekpacHo. Can budponca Omaroyxan aackuMu IIBETaMH M TpaBaMH, HO HU OJHO 3€MHOE
pacTeHHe He MPUKUBAIIOCH B ’TOM TEILJIOM, BIQ)KHOM MECTeE.

JleMOH TOKMHYI cajl ¥ TMOJHSJICA B CaMyl BBICOKYIO OalllHIO, OTKyJa OH HaOogan 3a
NJaHeTaMud W 3Be37JaMU. TONBKO TYT OH UYYBCTBOBAI C€0s CIIOKOWHBIM M YMHUPOTBOPEHHBIM.
beckoHeynsie OUTBBI C aHTEIaMU BBIMOTAIW €T0, IpaMbl 3KWBAIM BCE JOJBINE, a DHEPTUH
CTAHOBUJIOCH Bce MeHbIe. budponc crsHyn ¢ ce0sd TYHHMKY M OCTaBIIMCh B OJHUX KOKaHBIX
ITaHax, pacnpabui miedr. CXBaTUBIIKCH 3a MEPEKIAANHY HaJl IBEPHIO, OH MOATIHYJICS HECKOIBKO
pa3 M 3acTOHaJl OT OOJU B IJIeYEe: HY)KHO Mo3Barh Ypdypa, cTapble paHbl CTaIU CIUIIKOM €ro
OECITOKOUTb.

AJIICKUW Bpad OCMaTpuBaj €ro JOJT0 W BHUMATEIBHO, ONIyIbIBasS KaXXIbli CAHTHMETP
MOIIHOTO TeJja, ToKa 000 psIOole HE YABIOHYIICS.

— I'pad, s mymato, Bce OyneT B mopsake. Teao BOCIOIHUT CBOM 3amachl SHEPTUU — JaXKe

Je€MOHAM HYXHO OTAbIXaTb. BoT, 3TO0 moMmoxeTr, — Ypdyp MOJOXKHJI HA CTOJ MEMIOYEK C
TpaBoil. — MakcumMyM Heelst — 1 MOKHO CHOBa B 0OiA.
— Otauyno. Tel Bunen moit can? — budpoHc mpotsHyn eMy 30510T0. — BOT TONBKO OH HE

MIPUHUMAET LBETHI, @ MHE Y)KACHO XOYETCA 3aMI0TyYUTh UX.

— 3eMHbIe? — YIBIOHYIICS Bpad. — Y AcMojes Apyrasi SHEpreThKa B JIoMe.

— OTkyna Thl 3Haellb, 4TO S TOBOPIO O €ro IBeTax? — JEMOH MOCMOTPEN Ha HETO Yepe3
TJIeY0, HAJMBAasi BUHO B CEpEOPSIHHBIN KYOOK.

— S Bugen 3TU YYJAECHBIC pACTEHHUs, KOTJa MPUHUMAN €ro jaeted, — oTeeTun Ypdyp,
MIPUHUAMAS U3 €r0 PYK IOPOTOU U PEIKUI HATUTOK.

- VBB, S HE TOTOB pPaad ATOTO PACKUCHYTh TMepe] KaKOW-TO KEHIMHOW, TeM Oolee
yenoBekoM! Ilpu BceM yBaxkeHuu Kk Acmozero U Actapory, — mpoBopuain budpoHc, Harsarupas
TYHUKY. — MeHS yIUBISAET UX CTPaHHAs MPUBA3aHHOCTh K CMEPTHBIM.

— Ectp gpyroit cmoco® 3auMMeTh peIKUN, YIMBUTEIbHBIA I[BETOK... — Ypdyp



3arOBOPIMYECKHA TOHWU3UI TOJIOC. — MOXKHO TPEeBpaTUTh 3EMHYIO JKCHIIMHY B IIBETOK
HEOOBIYalHOM KPACOThI, KOTOPHIN OyAeT pagoBaTh TBOM B30P BEYHO. ..

— Kak ato cnenats? — rna3a budponca 3aropenuch. OH HUKOT/Ia HE CIIBIIAT O TAKOM.

— S pacckaxy Tebe, rpad. B omHOM npeBHeMm (donmaHTE s MPOYUTAT 3aHHUMATEIbHYIO

BeIllb, — Bpa4 MEPHUJI IIAraMu KOMHary, Iypiia cBoel MaHTHel. — Ecin »KeHIMHY MOUTh COKOM
YEPHOUN OPXUIEH. . .
— To ona ymper... — xmbikHYI budponc. — Ona a/10BUTa, 0COOCHHO JIJIs1 JIFO/ICH.

— Jla, HO ecau OH pa3BeAEH C COKOM YaWHOM PO3bl, MEMJIOM BOASHOM JIMIMUA U KPOBBIO
JIE€MOHa, KeHIIMHA MMPUMET 00pa3 IBEeTKa HeOObMaHOW KpacoThl M OyfeT o0jafarh ciaagdalliim
apoMaToM.... ['oBopsT, Takoil IIBETOK ecTh Yy JIronudepa.

— IlpaBma? Wnu 3TO Kakas-TO ouepeaHas JiereHaa, Omyxknarormas no Axy? — budponc
BO30YXKJICHHO BCTaJI U HAaBUC HaJl Y phypoM. — CIUIIKOM HEBEPOSTHO ATO 3BYUUT.
— IlpaBna. — Ypdyp moansia Ha HEro cBoe Oe3miazoe JuIo. — S 4yBCTBOBAJ €ro HU C YeM

HECPAaBHUMBIN apoMar.
— 5] Xouy npounTaTh ATOT PELENT, — IJ1a3a JEMOHA FOPEIU OT HETEPIEHHS. — Y CTPOU 3TO.
— Kak Oynet yrogno, — Bpad nokJioHuics budgponcy. — S TBo# MoKopHBIii cityra, rpad.
Ypdyp yien, a budporc He MOT iepecTarh AymMarh O IIBETKE, KOTOPBIA OH MOT 3arOJy4UTh, U
BO30Y)KJIEHHE OXBaThIBAJIO €ro Bce cuiibHee. OH 3HaJ, 4TO Y HEero OyneT 3TOT IBETOK, Yero Obl eMy
3TO HE CTOMUJIO.
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* k% 4] 3Hama, 4TO 3TO MPEIYNPEkKIECHUE, U MHE 00s3aTeIbHO HY)KHO OBLIO YBHIETH €ro, HO
CO3HAaHME TPOTUBUIIOCH 3ToMY. Korma s pe3ko ceina B KpOBaTH, BBIHBIPHYB U3 CHa, TO Cpasy
ycIbllliajia CTPAHHOE MeHUe, JOHOCSILEECs C YIHIIBL.

[TomHsBIIMCH, sI OBICTPO TOIIA BHU3, CJIBIIA JIMIIL 3TO MEHUE U CTYK CBOEro cepiama. MHe
OBUIO CTpPAIlHO H XOJOAHO B TOHKOM COpPOYKe, HO HOTH CaMH HECIH MEHS B OTYy
(aHTaCMaropuyuecKyro peabHOCTh. Korma s pacmaxHyia JBEph M CTyMHjIa B TYCTOM TyMaH, TO
Cpa3y IOYYBCTBOBaJla YbE-TO MPUCYTCTBUE, HE3pUMOE M omacHoe. Jlerkoe cBeueHue BOeped
MaHHUJIO MEHS, U A JeTela K HeMy, Kak 0a0o4ka Ha CBET, U, YeM OJuKe MOIXONusia, TEM CHUIIbHEH
MyJBCUPOBAJ TOT CBET.

Yto 310? S 3amepna... ['ocmogu! DT0 OBLT IIBETOK HEOOBMUAMHON KPAacOThI, MCIYCKAIOIIMH
CaJIKUW apoMar U YyJecHbIe 3ByKH... Horu moHeciam MeHsi K HEMY HENPOU3BOJIIBHO, HO SI PE3KO
OCTAHOBWJIACh, KOTJIA YBHUJEJIA MOTOKH KPOBH, JIBIOIIMECS W3 CHUSIONIECH cepAleBUHEL.... [leHue
MPEBPATUIIOCH B TIJ1aY, U 5 TOTEpsia CO3HAHMUE. . .

— Yto T Bugena? — Banga 3acyHyna MHE B PyKH YallKy C TOPSIYUM TPaBSHBIM YaeM. —

Yro?

— 41 He 3HaW... — MOHU PYKH JPOXKAJH, s HE MomIa corperbcs. — LIBEeTOK... OH ucrekan
KPOBBIO. .. a €IIle TaM KTO-TO ObLI... KTO-TO IIOXOH. ..

— IIBeTtok? — l'ana 3arsHynach manmupocod W 3aKyrainach B miea. — KM 4To 310 mMoxker
3HAYUTH?

— OH ObUT )KUBBIM... OH M€, a MOTOM CTaJ IUIAKaTh... — CTOMJIO BCIOMHUTh 3TO BUJICHUE,
Kak 1o KOXe Mnmpoderan Mopo3.

— DT0 Hexopoumi 3HaK, — BaHja gocrana KapThl U MPUHSIACH OBICTPO BBITACKUBATH I10
OJHOM M3 KOIOAbl. — JleBsiTKa Meueil... JbsIBoi. ..

— Xsarutr! — T'ama Hakpbula KapTel JiaJioHbto. — Eciau Obl 3HarTh, OTKyda MNPHUAET
6ena. BcmomHuu, MOXeT, ThI BUi€Na €Il YTO-T0?

— Her, 3T0 Bce, — s HE MomIa YHATh ApOoXKb. — Ho s 3Ha10, 4YTO B TEMHOTE KTO-TO OBLI...

OH... OH... HE YEJIOBEK...

TeTku neperisiHyIuch.

— A kxT0?

— He 3Ha10... OH 4yXOW...

— JlagHo, nau cnark, — ["anma moMoriia MHe MOAHATHLCS ¢ Kpecia. — M Huyero He 0ocs, Mbl
BCE PELINM.

— KoHeuHo, — s mocTaBuia KpyKKy Ha CTOJIMK M HallpaBWJIACh K JiecTHUIE. — CHOKOMHOU
HOYH.

— CnokoiHOM HOYH, IOpoTasl.

S 3abpasiack 1ox ONIEesUIO € TOJIOBOM M CHJIBHO 3a)XMYpHIIa Ia3a, 4TOObl OTOTHATh yXKacHBIE,
KpOBaBbIE KAPTUHKH.

Bunenus, npeaynpexxaaronme MEeHsl O 4eM-TO MJI0XOM, MPECIIEIOBAIN MEHS C IETCTBA, HO OHU
OBLIN BCETrJa SICHBIMU M TTOHATHBIMHU. DTO e ObUIO COBEPIIICHO HEOOBICHUMO M CTPAHHO... IIBETOK,
MCTOYAOUMUN KPOBb... UTO MHE XOTeNU cKa3aTh???

Ocrarox HOuM 5 craja 0e3 CHOBUICHWM, HO OIIYIIEHHE YhEro-TO MPUCYTCTBUA CHIETajo
HEYIOTHBIM MOIO CIAJILHIO U MOIO JYIIY.



* % * budpoHC MOSBWICA Ha 3eMJje MO3JHEH HOYBIO M IO K mapagHoMy, B KOTOPOM
Haxo[uiIach kBapTupa Actapora. bputo TEMHO, Kak ObIBaeT JIMIIb OCEHHEW HOUYBIO, U TTPOMO3IIIBIN
BO3/IyX C 3aMaxoM O€H3MHa IIEKOTaJl HO3/ApHu. ['opoj ObLT MOJIOH YKEHIIMH, HO OH XOTeJ 0COOEHHYIO,
M3 KOTOPOM BBIMJET CaMblid TMPEKPACHBIH W HEMOBTOPUMBIA NIBETOK. AJCKHN CaJOBHUK CTall
OJIEPKUM ITOW UJIECH, 1 HUUETO HE MOIVIO OCTAaHOBUTH €r0 Ha MyTH K JNOCTUKEeHUIO 1enu. [lopTee
C COHHBIM JIUIIOM MOMEHTAJIBHO MOMOOpaicsi, BCTaN B CTOWKY Ipu Buae budpoHca, u aeMony
MOKa3aJioCh, YTO OH Ce€MYac OTAACT €EMY YECTh, HO OH BEXJIUBO MO3J0POBAJICA U B3MISIZIOM IMOKA3AJ
audTepy, 4ToObI TOT OBLT TOPACTOPOITHEE.

OTKpBIB BEPh U IIEIKHYB BBIKJIIOUareneM, budpoHc BCIOMHUI BCe, YTO MPOU3OIUIO 37ECh,
HO YK€ HHM KaIlJId KpPOBU HE OCTAJIOCh HAa CBETJIBIX KOBpax M OapxaTtHoi oOuBke. OH MPOIIEICS MO
TOCTUHOM, HaJuJ ce0e BUCKM M HEYasHHO HACTYMUJ Ha JETCKYI0 WTIPYIIKY, KOTOpas pe3Ko
3anuinaia. JJeMoH MOJHSII €€ U TOBEPTEI B PyKax.

OT0 Kakou-to Open... [leTu... JIeMOHBI-BOMHBI W MPOIMAXIIME YEIOBEYECKUM MOJOKOM
neneHkd. OH MOIHEC UTPYHIKY K JIMIY W, BIOXHYB CJIAJKHU apoMar, KOTOPbIM IMAaXHYT TOJIBKO
MJIAICHIIBI, OTIIBBIPHYJ €€ MPoYb. ['agocTh!

budponc paznencs u, pa3BaIuBIIMCh HA JUBAHE, IPUHSIICS JIUCTAaTh KHUTY, KOTOPYIO Tiepena
emy Ypdyp. — «JleMOHMYeCKHe pa3BlIeUeHUs... — BCIyX MpoUYes OH U yXMbUIbHYICS. Jla... 3a
MOCTOSTHHBIMU OMTBaMU €My HEKOT/1a ObLIO 3aHSTHCS CBOMM JIOCYTOM.

Ara... BoT: «OKeHnmHa-11BeTok». Eciu BamM 3ax0Tenoch yKpacUTh CBOM cajl ATON HEOOBIYHOM
JUKOBUHKOM, TO JUIsl Haualla CTOUT MOA00parh >KEHIIMHY, KOTOpasi MOJTHOCTHIO IOJKHA MOIXOAUTh
non onucanue. OHa JOJDKHA OBITH 3peJioi, MEpeXUBIIEH HE OIUH JIECSITOK JyH, CO 3J0pOBOM
KOXel (3TO IIaBHOE, BeJlb Bbl HE XOTUTE, YTOOBI IIBETOK MMEII BSJIbIC, UCTIOPUYCHHBIE JICTIECTKHU), C
MEJIOAUYHBIM TOJOCOM M NIAAKUMH, IIEJTKOBUCTBIMU Bojocamu. [locie TOro, kak Bbl HAuUHETE
JaBaTh €W 3€Jibe, OHA HE JIOJDKHA CIaTh C MYKUMHOUM, MO0 MYKCKOE CEeMsl HE J1acT MPOU30UTHU
MpEeBpalIcCHUI0. JDTO BaxkHOe ycnoBue! PemenTt TakoB: JIBe yHIIMM COKa YEPHOW OpPXUAECH, TPH
VHIMM COKa YallHOW pO3bl M OJHA YHIMS INeIula BOASHOM juinu. KpoBb neMOHa HE NOJDKHA
MPEBBIIATH YETHIPEX KAIIEIIb).

budpoHC OTIIOXKUT KHUTY U YCTABUJICS B OOJIBIIIOE OKHO, 32 KOTOPBIM MPOCHINANICS OKYTaHHbBIN
TYMaHOM TopoJl. [ 1e-To B ero KaMeHHBIX TPYI00ax HaXoIWJach KEHIIMHA, KOTOpas YKPACUT €ro
can... JleMoH CHsI ¢ majblia MEPCTEHb M, MOJOXXUB €ro Ha JIaJl0oHb, MpollenTal: — Suscitans
anulum et eris mihi florebit in aeternum. (IlogHsSB KOJBIIO, THI CTaHEILb MOUM IIBETKOM HABEKH.)
OTKpBIB OKHO, bud)poHC MIBBIPHYIT TEPCTEHb B TEMHOTY M XUIIHO YIBIOHYICS. YK€ 3TUM BeUepOM
oH OyJzieT 3HaTh, KTO ero mpekpacHbIil flower.

* % * __ Kynmum MOTOK KpacHOM JIeHThI! — KpHKHYJIa MHE Bciel Banpaa, korma s modTu yxke
CKpbLIAach 3a AEPEBbIMU. — A Jydie — jBa!
— Xopoio! — g momaxaia ei pykoi u npuOaBuiia mar, aBTo0yc OTHPABISIICS Yepe3 AECITh

MHHYT. B TOpon s e3muina kaxayro cyo00Ty, 9TOOBI TOCETUTh MaJIeHBKU MarasuH4YuK, B KOTOPOM
MIPOJaBaIoCh BCE JJIS MIUTHS M PyKoAeHs. B HEeM UMenoch BCe, UTO TETYIIKaM OBUTO HY)KHO TSI MX
oOps7IOB, B KOTOPHIE MEHS Hadaju TOCBSIIATH COBCEM HEIaBHO. Pa3HOIBETHBIE HUTKU W JICHTHI,
WTOJIKM W OyTaBKH, a Tak)Ke IJIOTHAs, JIbHSIHAS TKaHb, U3 KOTOpou ['ama ckpydnBama OTMEHHBIX
KYKOJI... 1a-/1a... He 0e3 3TOoro...

Ha octanoBke ObLIO MycTO, aBTOOYC YHBUIO yp4all, BHIOPAChIBasl U3 BBHIXJIIOIHOM TPYOBI YEpHbBIE
KJIYOBI JIbIMa U 51, PEIIYBCTBYSl CEPhE3HYIO TPSCKY, 3a0panach B CaJOH. YCEBIIMCh Ha TepeaHee
CUICHHME, S JakKe HEMHOT0 HCIyrajach, KOTla MEHS TPOHYIM 3a Iuledo (BpSI JU KTO-TO W3
MECTHBIX MOT Ce0€ TTO3BOJINTH TaKyIO BOJIBHOCTB).



— Apuna?

S MeIIeHHO TOBEpHYJAch U JaXXK€ HEMHOIO pacTepsuiach, YBUJEB HE3HAKOMOIO MYXXUYWHY B
CIIOPTHUBHOM MIAMOYKE U COTHILE3AMMTHBIX OUKAX.

— Jla... a BBI KTO?

— TbI MeHs HE y3HaNa? — MYXYUHA YIBIOHYIICS, JEMOHCTPUPYS POBHBIE, Oesbie 3yObl. Takas
yabpIOKa ObUIA TOJBKO ...

— lOpa! KocTtrokos!

— Jla, 5TO s, — OH CHSJ OYKH, U BOT TYT S COBCEM Yy3Haia ero. — Tbl BOOOIE HE
M3MEHMIACh!

KOpka KocTiokoB ObIT MOMM OJHOKJIACCHHUKOM, HO POIUTENH €r0 YBE3JH €Il B BOCBMOM
KJIacce, U TIOCJIE ATOrO MbI 0OJIbIIe HE BUACINUCH. ENUHCTBEHHBIA U3 BCEX, OH OOIAJICS CO MHOM U
JaKe 3allUIlall OT TPUAUPOK 3ITBIX PEOST.

— Kakumu cynp0amu? — s ¢ ynblOKoM HaOnronana, Kak OH MepecakuBaeTcs Ko MHe. — Tbl
BEPHYJICSI HACOBCEM ?

— Her, uro 3mecs genars? — IOpa mosokKHWN pPyKy HAa CHHUHKY CHUJCHUS, SI HEMHOIO
cMyTHJIach. — balyllka ymepiia, Xouy I0M IpOAaTh.

— [loHATHO, — KOHEYHO, SI 3aMETUJIa €ro TOPOACKOW JIOCK, YXOKEHHBIE PYKH U JIOPOTHE
yacel. Jla yk, 4TO eMy JieJaTh B Halllel rITyOnHKe?

— ManmHa cioManack, — OH HEJIOBKO, CJIOBHO CTECHSSCh, MO IuiedamMu. — Bot

NPUIUIOCH MepececTh Ha aBToOyc. CeronHs ee 3a0epyT Jitou U3 cepBuca. Jlyuiie pacckaxu o ceoe!
Kaxk Tb1 nokuBaenb? 3aMyx, HABEPHOE, BbIIILIA?

— Her, Bce Tak ke )KUBYy C TETKaMH, — MHE CTaJ0 BAPYT CTHIAHO 3a TO, YTO MOS )KU3Hb TaK U
3acThUIa B OJIHOM opmarte. — A Thl, )KeHAT?

— bbu1... 1Ba pa3za, — HeoxoTHO oTBeTHA FOpa, ¢ HHTEpecoM paccMmarpuBasi MEHsI. — A Bac
BCE TaK JX€ HAa3bIBalOT BeAbMaMu? — Ha3pBalOT, — MBI pacCMESUINCh, U HANPSOHKEHHUE CHajo,
CJIOBHO MBI BEPHYJIMCH B IIPOIIIOE.
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Jlopora k ropoiy nmpojeTresia HE3aMeTHO.

— Bo ckonpko ThI Oyaenb exarb oOparHo? — HOpa mogHSI BOPOTHUK, 3aKPBIBAsICh OT
IIPOMO3TJIIOTO BETPA.

— Yepes yac, — s 4yBCTBOBaJa, Kak ObETCS MOE CEP/IIE, OT3hIBASCH HA 3TOT0 MYXKUHHY.

— 3HaAuUT, g TOXKE, — OH CXaJ MOI PYKY M OBICTPO TOILIeN MO TPOTYyapy, JIABUPYS MEXK]TY
JIOJIbMU.

[Tommen Menkuii 10X Ab, U 1 AOCTajna 30HT, B3JIparuBasi 1moj X0JIOAHbIMU KaruisiMu. MHe BApyT
BCIIOMHUJIOCh BUEpAILHEE BUIECHUE, U CEPJLIE UCIYraHHO CXaJOCh B CTPALIHOM MPEIYyBCTBUU.
Hert, Tak He moiinet. Hy)kHO B34Th ce0s B pPyKH.

Sl mouTH moponyia K Mara3uHy, KOrja 3aMeTulia B sIMKE, BBIOMTON BOIOM TOJ BOJOCTOYHBIM
&KeJI000M, KaKyro-TO OyiecTsIlyto Bemmily. HarnyBumce, s U3BlIeKIa U3 JyXKU MYKCKOM MEepCTEHb
HEBEPOSITHOM KpacoThl. KamMeHbh B HEM BCHBIXHYI — M TIOTac, CUsIsl KPaCHOBAaThIMU TPaHSIMHU. ..
OTtkyna oH 3aeck? S 3acyHyna ero B KapMaH U 3allia BHYTPb, PEIIMB PACCMOTPETh CBOIO HAXOAKY
MOIO3XKE.

3aMOpOUMBIIMCh C TMOKYIKaMHU, S COBEPIICHHO 3a0bula O MEpPCTHE, Ja U BCE MOU MBICIIH
3annMan FOpa KocTroKOB, Tak HEOKUJAHHO MOSABUBIIMKCS B MOEH KU3HU.

OceHHu#l NOXKAUK ObUT HE CHJIBHBIM, HO HACTOWYUBBIM, OTYETO BECEIIbIE PYYEHKH HECIU 0
TPOTyapaMm KyxJible JIUCThA. I CTOsAJIa HA OCTAaHOBKE, @ MOU IJ1a3a BBIMCKUBAJIM B TOJINE BHICOKYIO
burypy Moero oJIHOKJIaCCHHUKA.

OH nopoIes HEOKUJAAHHO, C IPYroll CTOPOHBI, M MOJIOZIbIE JACBYIIIKH, CTOSIBIIME HETOIATIEKY,
BOCXHUINIEHHO 3allleNTaanuch. MHE CTaja0 OTYETO-TO MPUATHO, OyATO OH MOM MapeHb U s MPUBETINUBO
VABIOHYJIACh EMY.

— 4] ycnen, — OH B3I U3 MOUX PYK ITAKET.

— OH HE TSHKENBIN. . .

— Kakas pasuuna.

Mp1 MoJTya ciyImanu A0XIb, a S He MOIIa CTePeTh C JIMIA AYPAIKYIO YIBIOKY, 3amedasi, 4To
KOpa nornaneiBaeT Ha MeHsd, Aymasi, 4To s HE BHXKY 3Toro. [lombexanm aBTOOYC, U MBI, BMECTE C
mebeuynien CTalkon JIEBYIIEK-CTYICHTOK, YCTPOMIIUCH B CYXOM U TEILJIOM CaJIOHE.

— Yewm Oypiellb 3aHUMAThCS CerofHs Beuepom? — crpocuil FOpa, korma aBToOyc TPOHYIICS C
MecTa. — MOXKeT, 3aiiJielb B TOCTU?

— ITocMOTpHUM... — MeHS OpOCHIO0 B Kap. — MOXKET OBITb.

— Ilpuxoau, Tl 3HACIIL, TJIC IOM MOeH 0a0ku. S Oymy kmaaTh TeOsI.

S oTBepHYIach K OKHY M CTaja CMOTPETh Ha MPOJIETAIOIME MUMO MAaIMHBL A MOXET
IUTIOHYTh Ha Bce U moitu? Ilo kpaiinen mepe ['ana moiay4yuT To, 4TO XOTena — JEBOYKY.

Ota ucTopus JUIHIIAach YK€ HECKOJIbKO cTosieTui. Ha Hailem pomy ObUIO yKacHOE MPOKJISITHE
— BCE MY)XKUYHHBI, PEIIMBIIME CBA3aTh )KU3Hb C )KECHIMHAMM HAIIIETO POoJia, MOTu0aiu, He MIPOKUB U
roJia B CYpyxecTBe...

HukTo HUKOIJa HE BBIXOJUJ 3aMYX, a BOT JIETBMH — IIOBCEMECTHO JI€BOUYKAMH, MOU
npabadku 003aBOAMIMCH PETYIISIPHO, a0kl He TIpepBaTh quHacTuro. Uem s xyxe? Tem O6onee FOpka
MHE HPABWJICSA H, Cylsl IO HEMY, Bps JIM OH 3aJ€pKUTCS B JoMe 0aOku Hamoiro. Ho B aTtom
ciydae, ObITh JIETKUM YBJICYEHUEM — MHE XOTeJOCh, & YTO IMIaBHOE — MOIIOoCh. CKBO3b ATH
MBICJIM, HaJIETAIOIME OJHA Ha JPYrylo, sl BAPYr MOYYBCTBOBajJIa CTPAHHYIO TPEBOTY, OYATO YbU-TO



XOJIOTHBIE TaJIbIIbl KOCHYJIMCh MO€H Ieu. BCTpsXHyB TO0JIOBOM, pa3roHssli HaBaXJICHUE, S
HAaTKHYJIAaCh HA TSKEIbIN B3IJIs/, 3aCTABUBIIMIA MEHSI HEPBHO CXKAThCA.

Psinom ¢ aBTOoOycOoM exania ImMKapHas HHOMapKa, 3a pylieM KOTOPOUM CHAEN CaMblii KpacHUBBIN
MY>KUHMHA, KOTOPOTO MHE JIOBEJIOCH YBUAETh. OKHO OBLIO OMYIIEHO, U OH B YIIOP CMOTpPEJ Ha MEHH,
He oOpaliasi BHUMaHUsl Ha MOTOK MalllMH, OOTOHSIOIMX €r0 aBTO C JJIMHHBIMM rynkamu. OT ero
B3IJIsiJa MHE CTAJI0 MYTOPHO, OYATO sl BHE3AIMHO OKAa3aJlach rOJION MOCPEAU JIFOAHOMN YIIHIIBL.

YeTkue cKyibl, MOIHAS Ies, JIeTKas HEOPUTOCTh, MPSAMON HOC C HEOOJIBILIOW TOPOMHKON U
CyMaclleIe-IIPOHUKHOBEHHBIE MIa3a. OmacHeil TUN. Takue MYyXYMHBI UTPAIOT KECHIMHAMHA, a
MOTOM OpOCAaIOT UX B CI€3aX U C MBICIIIMH O CYULIU/IE.

S orBepHynack oT okHa u cupocuiia IO0py:

— V¥ TBoeili 0abku Bcerna 0pU10 BKycHOE BUHO. OHO €eIle 0CTanoch?

— Ero u ceityac monHbIM morped, — OH 3aroBOPIIMIIKKA IOAMUTHYT MHE. — MoxkeMm
HaMuThCS.

— 3BYYMT 3aMaHYMUBO.

* % % BudpoHC cpa3y IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro MEpPCTEHb OKAa3aJCsi B JKEHCKUX pPyKax, W
NepEMECTHIICS B OJIMKANIIYIO TOABOPOTHIO. BOT TOJIBKO IEMOHBI HE CIIMIIKOM CEPbE3HO OTHOCSTCS
K cy/lbOe M HUKOTIa HE BEPSIT B HEe, BeJlb Cyb0a IJIsi CMEPTHBIX. A 3p4...

[lepen Tem, kak TEpPCTEHb MOMajl B BLIOOMHY, HAMOJHEHHYIO BOIOH, OH JEWCTBUTEIHHO
OKa3aJIC y HOI TOW, KOMY JEHMCTBUTEIBHO IIpenHa3Hadasicsa. JleBylllka HACTynujia Ha HEro,
IIOCMOTpEJIa BHU3 U, HE 3aMETHB B KOMKE TpsA3U €ro APAroleHHOE CUSHHUE, MOAJAeNa HOTOM H
OTHpaBUJIach JaJblle, Jake He AorajblBasch, Kakol cynbObl n3dexana... [lepcrens ynana B JIyxKy,
r7J€ ¥ Hallula ero ApuHa, YeM U IIpuBesa B pas3zelt Oyaylero cBoe cTpaimHoe BujeHue....Ho neMon
HE 3HaJ 3TOr0 W TEeHeph CJIEN0BaJ 3a HEM, BO30YXAasCh JIMIIb OT MBICIHU, YTO €ro LIBETOK BCKOPE
ITIOCEJIUTCS B aJICKOM Caly...

budpoHC ¢ y10BONMBCTBHEM pa3mIsAAbIBAT €€ U JyMal, YTO ATO YyIA4HBIA BBHIOOP: KpacuBas
durypa, modTH mpo3payHas, HEKHas KO)Ka, OETOKYpbhIe BOJOCHI W U3SAIIHBIE KUCTHU... OHA ObLIa
BenukoJienHa. Ho ero BocTopr ompadain MyX4WHa, KOTOPBIM Haxogwics psaoM ¢ Hel. Kto oH?
Hpyr? JlwoboBuuk? Myx? IlpucyrcTBue 3TOro KpacaBla IyTajJo IUJIaHbI JIEMOHA M MOTIJIQ
NOMeEIIaTh TOMY, YTO OH 3aayMall. Ho rmaBHOe OH 3Hall TOUHO — JIEBYIIKA OYZET €ro.

OcTaBuB MalllMHY B 3apOCIIEH MOXXKEBEIbHUKOM aiiee, budpoHc nocnenosal 3a AeByLKON U
napHeM, OECIIyMHO, CJIOBHO T€Hb. OHUM pa3oLUIMCh HA OKpaumHE JOMOB, U KpAacaBYMK €IlIe J0JTO
CMOTpEJ BCIE] yAAISIOLIEHCsS IEBYIIKE, 4eM HeBepoATHO B3Oecun budponca. O meman. Ero
[BETOK MEJUICHHO IIUIa 10 KOBPY U3 JINCTHEB U BhI3bIBajia B HEM BOCXHUILEHUE CBOMMHU H3SIIHBIMU
ABMODKEHUSIMU M OJIECKOM JUIMHHBIX Bojoc. Jla, OHa oka3amach Jaxe Jydile, 4yeM OH cebe
npeacTaBisu!

JleBylka Boluia B IOM, CTOSIBIIMN MOYTH B jiecy, U budpoHc BaApyr mouyyBCTBOBAJI CTPAHHYIO,
AaBslyto sHepretuky. Uto »10? OH mombITalncs IATHYTh B MNPUOTKPBITYIO KaJIUTKY, HO €ro
JOBOJIBHO OLIyTHUMO YAApWJIO CUJIBHBIM pa3psiioM, U budpoHc oTnpsHyl, U3yMJIEHHO NONIISIbIBas
Ha amyJIeT, BUCEBIIMM HA TPECHYBILIEM KO3bIpbKe. UT0???
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* % * ¢ pompia B JOM, BCE €IIl€ HAXOMSICh IOJ BII€YATJIEHHEM OT B3DNIsiJa HE3HAKOMIA, U
HENPUATHOE OILYIIEHUE MPECIECIOBAHUS MPOUUIO JIMIIL MOCIE TOro, KaKk s OKas3alach B POIHBIX
cteHax. CHSIB OOTHHKH, 51 BAPYT yCIIbIIIalia CTPAHHBINA 3BYK, JIOHOCUBIIMICS C YIMIIHI U, BHIVISTHYB B
OKHO 3aMETUJIa, KaK CHJIbHO pacKauMBaeTcs aMyjeT, BUCeBIMU Haja moporoMm. CrpaHHO... Berpa
Ha YIHIEe He ObUTO, HO OH pacKauuBajICsi U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, MEJIOAMYHO 3BEHS CEPEOPSIHBIMU
KOJIOKOJIbUMKAMU.

— MHue kaxercs, y Hac roctu. — l'ama, OeclIyMHO NOSBUBIIAACS PAJIOM, MPUCTAIBHO
MOCMOTpeEIIa B OKHO. Ee B3I/l He npeaBeman HU4ero Xopouiero.

— K10? — 51 0OBena B3rs10M MyCTHIHHBIN ABOp. — Hukoro Her.

— ThI HEe BUAUIIb €r0. AMYJIET HE AaJl €My IPOHUKHYTH B JIOM.

S coBceM MMO-HOBOMY IMOCMOTpEJia Ha MEJIOIMYHO 3BEHEBIMI 00eper — OH BHCENl Ha 3TOM
MECTE BCEIJa, CKOJIbKO s ce0s moMHIo. Jla, st 3Hana, 4TO 3TO 3alMTa OT 3JIbIX JyXOB, HO HACTOJIHKO
MPUBBIKJIA K HEMY, UTO YK€ BOCIIPUHUMAJIA KaK YKpallleHUE.

— 3xaech 3101 1yx??7?

— He 3Haw, HO 3TO «4TO-TO», ThI MpHBETIa C coO0W. — ['anma BbIIUIa HA KPBUIBIIO U THUXO
ckazama: — Yrto Tebe HyKHO?

— Ego flos ... potes mihi absconderunt...(MHE Hy)KEH MO I[BETOK,... BBl HE CIIPSYETE €T0) —
[IIYXOM IIEMOT MPOHECCS BUXPEM IO OMABIIMM JIUCTHSAM, U 51 UCIIYTaHHO MPUKAIach K CTEHKE.

— Yo 310, 'ama???

— Cyns 1o narbiHu — JeMoH. OHHU JIFOOST pa3roBapuBarh HA MEPTBOM SI3bIKE. .. XBACTYHBI, —
VABIOHYIaCh MHE TE€TKA, HO €€ TJ1a3a OCTABAINCH CEPbE3HBIMU.

— UYTto0 3a 1BeTOK OH TpeOyeT? — BaHma BbICYHYNa TOJIOBY M3 OKHAa TOCTHHOW. — ITO
HEOKHUIAHHBIN BU3UT. .. OCIEIHUN pa3 s BUJEIa JEMOHA JIET COPOK Ha3al.

— YT00BI IEeMOH CIYCTHJICSI K CMEPTHBIM, HYXHa ocoOas mpuunHa. OHU HE KaIylOT Hac
CBOMM BHHMMAaHHEM, CJIHUIIKOM BBICOKOTO MHEHHUs o cebe. — [ama eme pa3 oOBena B3MISIOM
MPOCTPAHCTBO JBOpa U BoILIa B IoM. — Ero npusena ApuHa. BepHee — oH npuien 3a Hel.

MHe e ObLIO CTPAIHO U JIFOOOMBITHO. S TOJBKO HauWHAJIa BHUKATh B KOJJOBCKUE CEKPETHI U
HE OXHJaJla, 4TO JIEMOHBI TOXKE OyAyT MOSBISITECA B MOEH >KU3HU. ['ajla CJIOBHO MpoYuTalia MOU
MBICJIH.

— Thl HEe ymal, 4YTO JAEMOHBI TaK MPOCTO BMEIIMBAIOTCA B UEJIOBEUECKYIO KU3Hb. Eciu 3To
McYaJiie ajia MOsSBUWIOCH PSAJIOM, 3HAYUT, CIIYYUIIOCH HEYTO BAXKHOE... JUisl Hero. Ho 3anmomMuu: oHu
BCEIJIa HECYT JIUIIb CMEPTh, O0Ih M CTpaJaHusi. A camMoe€ TNIaBHOE — OT HHUX MOYTH HEBO3MOKHO
130aBUTHCA.

— YTo xe nenarb? — g aOCOIIOTHO HE MOHUMAala, KAKUM 00pa3oM MpUMaHUjIa JEMOHA, U
YTO €MY OT HAC HYXKHO.

— Jlng Hauaja 3alMTUTBCS OT HEro TEMH CIOCcO0aMM, KOTOphIE MBI 3HAeM, a TaM
MOCMOTPUM... Hy)KHO 3HATh NPUYUHY €TO MOSBICHUS.

Banja 3a0pana y MeHsI MakeT ¢ MOKYIKaMu U 000ApSIOIIe MOXJIONalia 1Mo 1mieyy.

— Bce Oynert xopomo. BrioiiHe BepOATHO, MBI €My HE HYXHbI U OH HMCKaJl KOTO-TO JPYroro.
[loHsB, 4TO MBI HE TO, YTO €MY HYKHO, OH YH/IET.

Ho s Bugena, uro Banma He Bepusia B TO, 4TO TOBOPUJIA M OT ATOTO Myrajach eiie OoJblIe.
OHM orpakaar0T MEHS.




S BOpyr BCIIOMHWJIa CBOE BUJICHME,... JIEMOH CKa3aj, YTO €My HYXEH IBeTOK... OH mpuien
o aapecy. OH npuien 3a MHOM !

[ToHnMaHue, CIOBHO JIaBUHA, HAaXJIBIHYIO Ha MEHA. L[BeTOK NMpHUBHUIEICA MHE, a 3HAYUT, 5
MMEI0 HEMMOCPEICTBEHHOE OTHOILIEHUE K 3TOMY BU3UTY.

* % * budpoHC 3ayMUHBO BOAMII MaJbIEM 10 MOJHBIM I'y0am, cus B cBoel OamHe. KpoBaBas
JyHa 3amnis/ibiBasia B OOJIBILIOE OKHO, U AEMOH YK€ 3HaJl, UYTO B AJly HAYHYTCS 3aTSKHBIE JOXKIU C
JIETKUM 3aIaxoM cepbl. BOKpYr KpacHOBATOro AMCKA IMYJICHPOBAJIO PA3HOLBETHOE rajgo, a Ha
TOPU30HTE KIYyOUIMCh (PUOJETOBBIE Ty4r. DTO ObUIa €ro Jro0umas mopa. ..

Wrak, nepyiika noxa 3aumTon. [1ouabpie »KEHIIMHBL, )KUBYIIME C HEW, 3HAIOT O TAKUX, KaK OH,
U CKOpee BCEro — BeJbMbl. 3HAUUT, OHA TOXe. budpoHca 3TO HUCKOJIBKO HE CMYTUIIO, HA0OOPOT
— HEKasi U3IOMUHKA B HEH C/IeNlaeT IBETOK elle 0oJiee MPeKpacHbIM.

— Hexotopsie BeilbMbI MOTYT MOXEPTBOBaTh CBOEH >KM3HBIO, UTOOBI HE JaTh JEMOHY TOTO,
4TO OH X04eT. — Ypdyp uyBcTBoBas cMmsitenne budponca. — Ecnu Thl Oyaei HaCTOHYUBBIM, OHA
yobeT ce0a u ocTaBUT Te€OsA ¢ HOocoM. Tornma mpuaercst UCKaTh JPYryr0 KEHIIMHY... XOTS, MOXET,
ATO HE TaKas yX IJIoxas uues?

— 1 Xo4y UMEHHO J3TYy.

— Torma He Ae¥cTBy# sSBHO, Tpad... 3TO IPEBPATUTCS B BOWHY. E€ pOICTBEHHUIIBI HE IaIyT
B3STh €€ MPOCTO TakK, a ATO JIMIb Tpara 3Hepruu. Ee sHeprun. OHa Hy)XHa TeOe CIOKONHON U
CUJIBHOM.

— Kak MHe mocTynuts?

— Xwutpo. Tel — nemoH. Twel — coOna3HeHus 1 oOMaH. Bee B TBoux pykax, rpad.

OTUM K€ BeYepoM OH BCIIOMHUHAN cjioBa Ypdypa, Koraa HaOmmonan 3a TEeM, KakK JIEBYIIKA
XOIUT MO JOMY. 3a HEM TacKaJMCh JBAa YEPHBIX KOTAa, OAUH M3 KOTOPBIX MOCTOSIHHO CMOTpPEN Ha
OKHO, 4YYBCTByd ImpucyrcTBue budponca, u nepuogumyecku umrmnen. Bopon, cujaeBnmii Ha
KaMHHHOU TIOJIKE, TOKE YyBCTBOBAJ €ro, HO ObLI CIIOKOEH, JIMIIIb €r0 KPACHBIE IJ1a3a HEMUTAIOIIMM
B3MJIAJIOM CMOTpeNH Ha jemoHa. JleBymika Bce Oonbliie mpuBiekana budponca, u oH monydan
HACTOSAIIEE YIOBOJILCTBUE, pa3misiabiBas ee. UTo k, OH 00sA3aTeNbHO MPUIyMAET, KaK 3aloJIydUuTh
ee B caMoe Onmkaiiiiee Bpems.

JIeMOH yCIbIIIIall arkd U pe3Ko pa3BEPHYBIIMCh, YBUJIET MapHs, KOTOPBIA MPOBOXKAJI €€ ITUM
yrpoM. Kakoro depra oH 31€ech aemnaet?!

Mononoii 4YenoBeK SIBHO HaIpPaB/ICA B TFOCTH, CXKHMMas B pyKe WIIarar, KOTOPbIM ObuLIA
nepeBsizaHa KapToHHAas KopoOka. B npyroit pyke y Hero Obuia OyThUIKa BUHA.

budporc mouytu 3apeyuan u, METHYBIIMCh YEPHOW TEHBIO K HUYETO HE IOI03PEBAIOIIEMY
MY>KUHMHE, YIapUJI €ro MO roJIOBE C TAKOW CUIION, YTO TOT MOMEHTAJIBHO MOTEPSUT CO3HAHUE.

— Heuero tebe 3aecy aemnarb, — buUPPOHC cXBaTwi €ro 3a BOPOTHUK KYPTKH M JIETKO
nofHsu1. — [lonexuin B Jiecy.

OH BepHyJCS K AOMY U 310 yiblOHYNcA. Hy He Mor OH cliep KuBarh KejlaHue 001aiaTh BCEM U
cpasy. He mor!

— Surgite, egredimini de via! Infernum in conspectu vestro! (YOupaiicsa ¢ myru! An nepen
TOOOI!)

AMYIIET SpKO BCHBIXHYIT M O€3KW3HEHHO IOBHUC, MOXO0XKUW Ha OOropeiyro TPSIKY, Jaxe
cepeOpsHbIE KOJOKOIBUUKU PACIUIABUIIUCH, IPOKUTAS ACPEBSIHHBIC CTYIIEHHU TOPSIYMMH KaTUIsIMHU.

budponc Bomen B AOM M HampaBwics OpsSMO Tyda, IN€ HaxXoaujach JeBylika. [Ipu ero
MOSIBJICHUU KOTBI JPYKHO 3aIUIIENH, @ BOPOH XJIOMHYI KPBUIbSIMU, IBUTASICh JalbIIE 0 KAMUHHOM
nosike. JKeHIMHa ¢ TEMHBIMHU, KaK CMOJIb BOJIOCAMHM, ITPOCIIEIAIIA 32 B3VISIOM KOIIEK, HO TaK Kak



budpoHc ObUT HEBUAUM, CHOBA OTBEPHYIIACH.

— Crano mpoxnagHed, — ero IBETOK mepedupana Kakyr-TO TpaBy y KamuHa. — MHe
Ka)XeTCsl, I OTKYAA-TO HOTSHYJIO CKBO3HSIKOM ?
— JIBepb pacmaxHylo MOpPHIBOM BETpa, — OTBETHJIa O€NoKypasl >KEHIMHA, BOIIEMIIAs B

KOMHaTy, HO budpoHc omlyman ee cMmMsATeHHE M MOAO3pUTENbHOCTh. OHA YyBCTBOBAJA €rO
MPUCYTCTBUE, TAK K€ KaK U MepBas Jama, HabJrogaBIas 3a )KUBOTHBIMU.

— $ npunHecna 4yall, — >KEHIIMHA TOCTaBUJA TeEpeJ] JEBYIIKOW KpyxKy, U budpoHc
ynbIOHYyCsA. To, uTo HyHO. OH OAHUM, JIETKUM B3MaxOM 3aCTaBHJI OKHO pacHaxHyThCs, © OHO CO
3BOHOM YyJapUJIOCh O CTEHY.

— Jla 410 ke 3To Takoe! — KEHIMHBI KUHYIUCh K HEMY, & JIEMOH CHOKONHO BBUIWJI 3€JIbE B
yail cBoeMmy LBETKY. [locie 3Toro emy ocraBanoch Jiilb HaOIIOAATh, KaK JIEBYIIKA JEJIaeT MEepPBbIi
1Iar Ha MyTH K TPEBPALICHUIO. . .

Korna kpyxka yimycresa, OHa pe3Ko mooiie/iHeNia 1 OTKMHYJIACh Ha CIIMHKY CTYJa.

— UTo-TO ciayunnoch, ApuHa? — OelloKypasi AKEeHIMHA ObICTPO MOAOUUIa K HEM U MOJ0KUJIa
Ha ee 100 pyky. — Jla TbI Bcs ropuib!

— Ceiiuac Bce mpoiaeT... — JieBylika Boivisiziena cinabdoit. Hy, eme Ob1! Cok uepHOl opxujaeu
U KPOBb JIeMOHa ellie To 3eabe! — UTo y Te0s 6onnt? — Huyero... npocto BHe3anHas cliabocTh U
CTpPaHHBIN )Kap BHYTPU...
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budpoHCc xaaHO claeAn 3a MPOUCXOIAIMM, U BAPYT Ha CEKYHIY €My CTajlo Xajb ee. Spkuit
PYMSIHEI] OKpacusl ee OJeAHbIe IEKH — s YEepHOM OpXujaeu MoJHUMa JaBiieHue. J[eByika
BBITJIsi/IeN1a BO3OYK/IEHHOW U HEPBHOM, €€ ria3a 3a0JiecTeNt, a IbIXaHue y4acTUIIOCh.

— MHe He HpaBUTCS, YTO C TOOOW MHPOUCXOAUT! — JKEHIIMHA IMOoIlyrnajga €€ MYyIbC H,
KUHYBIIMCh B COCEHIOKD KOMHATY, 3arpeMesa noCya0M.

— Banpa... Banjga... — no3Bana Apyryro *EHIMHY JEByIIKa U, Korja Ta noadexalna K Hel,
THXO IpoienTaina: — MHe KaXeTcs, OH 311eCh. ..

— Kto0, Mmunasa?

- JIEeMOH. .. OH MPUILET 38 MHOMU. ..

JKenuwiHa BRIIPSAMUIIACH U HAIPABUIIACH K BXOOHOW JBepHU. Uepe3 HEKOTOpOe BpeMsl, OHA
BHECJIA B JIOM CTOPEBILIMI aMyJET U CKa3aja:

— I'ana, HaM HY>KHO TTOTOBOPHT.

budponc npubau3uics kK AEByLIKE U CKJIOHWIICA HaJ Heil. OHa yacTo Aplania, ee mia3a ObuIu
3aKPBITHI, HO 3payku OBICTPO Oeraiu Mmoj TOHKMMHU Bekamu. Ha ee miekax ropeiu JiBa KpacHBIX
MSITHA, a TyObl CTAIA IPKUMH, KaK BUIIHU. JIeMOH CMOTpEN Ha HEe, HE 3aMeyasi, YTO HAKJIOHSETCs
BCE HWIKE W HUXKE, OYAPOBAHHBIA 3TUMHM COYHBIMU I'yOaMH,... U TYT OHa OTKphUIa mia3za. OHH
UCIYTaHHO PacHMPUINCh, 1 budpoHc moHsu, uro ona Buaut ero. Ho kak??? KpoBs nemona nans
HEOKUJIaHHBIN Pe3yJIbTar.

OnHa 3akpuyalia, ¥ €My MPHUIILIOCH MEPEMECTUTHCS, YTOOBI HE Myrarb €€ Jaiblle... Ypdyp
cKa3aJl — OHa JI0J’KHA OBITh CUJIBHOU U CIIOKOWHOM.

* k% 4 yxe magana B TEMHYIO SIMY CBOETO Yracarolllero CO3HAaHMs, Korja IMepeno MHOM
BO3HUKJIO MY>KCKO€ JIMII0. be3yMHO NMpUTATraTe€abHOE, C MOPOYHON KPACOTOM YW W3YMUTEIbHBIMU,
CTpacTHbIMM Iazamu. CHavana s pemmsia, 4TO 3TO UTPa MOETO PE3KO BCIBIXHYBIIETO CO3HAHUS, HO
OH OBUT HACTOJILKO peajieH, YTo s 3aKpuyalia, IePErnoTHSSACh CTPAXOM.

OH pacTBOpUIICA B BO3yXE, a 51 BCE-TaKU MPOBAIUIIACH B TEMHYIO SIMY, PUOIMKAIOIIYIOCS KO
MHE.

Korna s BepHynach B pealibHOCTb, TO HE MOYYBCTBOBAJIA CBOETO Te€Jd, HACTOJIBKO OHO OBLIO
JIETKUM M HEBECOMBIM. Sl He olymana ’kapa, TaK BHE3aIIHO OXBATUBILETO MEHS, U MyIbCalys B
BHCKAaX UCYE3Ja,... T0JIOBa ObUIa MYCTON U T'YJKOU, KaK OOJBHUYHBIA KOPUIOP.

S omsmenacs. Most kOMHara, MpOHU3aHHAsA JTYHHBIM CBETOM, Ka3allaCh HEpPEaJIbHOW, KaK U
MO€ TPHUCYTCTBHE B Heu. lIpuBCTaB ¢ KpoBaru, s MOAHSJIA PYKM M YIMBUJIACh WX CTPAHHOU
MPO3pPaYHOCTH, OY/ITO BCS KPOBb MPEBPATUIIACH B TOT CEPEOPUCTHIN JTyHHBIN CBET. ..

B nBeps nmocryyanu.

— ApuHa...

- a, I'ama, 3axom.

TeTka BolLIa U MIEJIKHYJIA BBIKJIIOYATEIEM, TOYTH OCJICTIIISASI MEHS IPKHUM CBETOM.

— 4 Tebe mpuHeca koe-4To. Beinel, — oHa MPOTsAHYJIa MHE MO0 JTIOOUMYIO KPYXKKY.

— Y10 3T0? — 5 NPUHIOXAJIACH K PE3KOMY 3aIaxy ropsiuero mUThs.

— DTO BBIBOOUT U3 OpPraHW3Ma BCAKHE siAbl, — ['ajla cMOTpesia Ha MEHS C HalpsHKCHUEeM, —
Ms1 ¢ Bango#t 1ymaem, 4To B TBOEM OpraHM3MeE Kakasi-TO OTpasa.

— Ho otkyna???

— W 3TOT cTpaHHBIN apomar, UCXOIAIMIA OT TeOs... — ['aya cierka HakKJIOHUJIACh KO MHE, —




TBOSI KOKa UCITYCKAET €ro...

S Toxe omrymana 3TOT CTPAHHBIM, CIaJKOBAThIM 3amax, HO JyMala, 4TO OH HJET OT OyKeTa
LIBETOB, YBAJAOUIMUX B Ba3e€.

— To1 nuna uro-uudyb B ropoe?

— Her... Tonbko ya noma. fl... g1 BUz€Ia MyX4HUHY...

— I'ne?

— B roctuHoOM, niepes TeM, Kak NOTEPATh CO3HAHUE.

— Boment TpaBy. Cenuac xe.

['ns15 B €€ HaOJTHEHHBIE CTPAXOM IJ1a3a, S OMYCTOIINIA KPYXKKY.

— Tebe craneT miIox0, HO 3TO OBICTPO mpoiaeT. [IpocTo yKkpo¥cs omesyioM W MOMbITanCs
paccinabuthca. — ["ana B3sia MycTyIO KPY)KKY U Mouwia K 1Bepu. — Sl MpUHECY TPesKy.

S yKe 4uyBCTBOBaJla CTPAaHHBIM O3HOO, OXBaTHIBAIONIMUA MEHS M, MOCJIEIOBAB COBETY TETKH,
3a0panack 1oja oAesio. YTo-To MOKUIAI0 MOE€ TElOo, HO AeNaJo 3TO C HEOXOTOH, HEIJIsiICh 3a
BHYTPEHHOCTH TOHKUMH KOTOTKaMH OOJIH.

Yto oH nomMemai MHE B Haii? 3aueM? KTo OH? — 3TH BOIIPOCHI HE AaBalldi MHE IMTOKOS, TTOKa
TEJIO TPSICIOCH B JINXOPAJKE, U TaKe TPEIIKA, MPUHECCHHAs [ 'anou, He corpeBajia MEHs.

[Ipomien yac, 1 MHE cTaJI0 HEMHOTO Jierde. [IpocThiHb, oesio ObUIH HACKBO3b MOKPBIMU, U 4,
CKPIOYHUBIIKCH B YINTY, *Jajia, TOKa TE€TKHA MTOMEHSIOT MHE TocTenb. O3HOO BCe eIe coTpsicail Moe
TeNo, HO S OIlylliaja, KaKk CTAaHOBUTCA Jierde, M Jake KpOBb MmoOexasna ObIcTpee Mo, Kas3aioch,
3aMep3IIMM BEHAM.

— Tebe nyxHO ceifuac mocnarb. — BaHga ykyrajia MeHsS B OJIesUIO, a CBEpPXy HaKHUHYIIA
mepceTsaHou men. — K yrpy Bce mpouier.

S GnarogapHO KUBHYJIA, IPOBAJIMBASICh B COH. MHE ObLIO XOPOIIo, KaK HUKOT/A. . .

* % * B TeMHoe, npenyrpeHHee BpeMsi, bu@poHC BepHyICS B JIOM U Cpa3y MOYYyBCTBOBAJ
3anmTy. O HET... CIUIIKOM CIa0bl MOMBITKY JIFOJIEH CIPABUTHCS C HUM. JTO MPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO.
OH JIEroHbKO MIEJIKHYII MaTbIIAMMU:

— Nulla maiestatis comparat inferni! (HU4TO HECpaBHUMO C BeMuneM Aza)

['onyOoBaTble OCKOJIKMA 3allATHOW AHEPrHUU OCHINAINCh HA TOJ, U JAEMOH, NMEpEelarHyB HX,
MOJIHSUJICS BBEPX I10 JIECTHUIIE, U HA IUBHBIA apoMar I[BETKa.

Ho ero oxunano pazodapoBaHue, rpaHHyaliee ¢ OCIMEeHCTBOM — B JIEBYIIKE HE ObUTO U Karliu
3€Jbs, HU KaIlIh €ro KpoBH!

OH pe3ko CKJIOHWJICS HaJ HEM, YyBCTBYd TEIUIOC AbIXaHWE, W 370 3apbeiyai. He-eT, Tak He
nouaet!

budponc wu3Bnek W3 KapMaHa MY3BIPEK C MaHIParopo W BIMJI TEMHYIO J>KHIKOCTh B
MPUOTKPHITHIE TYOBI JEBYIIKM. HeMHOro moaymaB, OH BBUIMJII OCTaTKW M OTIIBBIPHYI MY3BIPEK B
CTOPOHY. DTO CIUIIKOM KOHLIEHTPUPYEMBI COCTaB U MIPU MEPEXOAE B AJl, OH CAEIAET CBOE JIEIIO. ..
budpoHc cxBaTUI JEBYIIKY MPSIMO C OJICSUIOM M MCUYe3 B IPOCTPAHCTRE. . .

OHa nexana Ha €ro KpoBaTu, Takas OjenHas U Oe33alluMTHas, ¢ MPO3pPauHOM KOXKeW, CKBO3b
KOTOPYIO ObUTM BUHBI T0JIyOOBAThIE MPOXKUIKHU, U THUXO JIbIIIAJIA BO CHE, HE TOJI03PEBasi, 4YTO YKe
He y ce0st noma. budpoHc B HeTepneHUHM MEpUi KOMHATy IaraMu, MOCTOSHHO TOMIISIbIBAas Ha
MUpPHO crsyto neBymky. Most! Mosi! Toneko most!

B Any Havanuch m0au, U cepas TelieHa MOBUCIAa 32 OKHOM, pa30uBas TymMaH Ha Oeleckle
CT'YCTKH, KOTOpPBIE IIPOCAYMBAINCh B KOMHATY. JleTyure MBI BUCEIU MO BBICOKUM ITOTOJIKOM,
MEPUOANYECKH C MOPOXOM paclpasisisi KPbUIbs, U IEMOH 3aJipeMaJl IO 3TH 3ByKH B CBOEM KpeECIIE,
B KOTOPOE MPHUCEN TOCIIE JOJATHX XOXKJIECHUN OT KaMUHA K OKHY U 00paTHO.



EMy cHuCS 4ynecHbI IBETOK, OH KpPAacUBO IOKAuMBaJlCsi B Caqy, OKYThIBasi BCE BOKPYT
CIaJKUM apOMaroM, HO BAPYT €ro JICNECTKA MOTEMHEIN U MOXKYXJIU, OJUH 3a JIPyrUM omajasi Ha
3eMITI0... BUQpPOHC pe3ko OTKPHUI IJ1a3a U cpa3y K€ HATKHYJICS HA UCIYTaHHBIA B3NS JEBYILKU.
Omna cujena B KpoBaTHU U BBITJIsIENA ele OJeHee, HAPSHXKEHHO CKUMas Kpasi ojiesia.

— I'ne a?

— Jlymato, Tebe He TOHPABUTCS OTBET. — BbU(POHC XUIIHO YIbIOHYICS. — B Any.

JleBylKa HAXMYypUJIaCh.

— He B mnepeHocHOM cMmbICie, — JE€MOH HWPOHUYECKU MPUINOAHSNT OpoBU. — Thi
JNEUCTBUTEIBHO B ALly.

Ee masa cramum kpymibiMU, Kak OJIOAIA, U JEMOH MOAyMall, YTO OHa ceHlyac MoTepseT
CO3HaHMUE.

— Kr0 BBI?

— JlemMoH. Mens 30ByT budpoHc... u s o4eHb OO0 I[BETHI... — OH MPUCET PAIOM C HEH U
NOTJIa Ul AEBYIIKY 110 ieke. OHa OTHpsIHYNa, C OTBPALICHUEM TJISA/Is Ha HETO.

— He cmeit MeHd Tporath, MEp3KO€E CYIIECTBO!

budpoHc n3yMIIeHHO ycTaBUIICA Ha HEe, MOXO0XKYI0 Ha IUKYIO KOIIKY. Mep3Kkoe CcymecTBo???

— Tebe kaxeTcs, 4To s Mep30K???

— MHe He KaxeTcss — s 3TO BUXKY! — IMponmriena oHa. — 3a4eM Thl MEHS CIoJa puTamnmi’!

— A s He 00s13aH TeOe 3Toro roBopuTh! — budpoHca 3anenu ee ciaoBa, U OH Pa303JIUICA. —
Ho noBepb MHe, TeOe BbInana 00JbIas 4eCTh!

JleByIlika BIPYT 4TO-TO MPOIIENTala U AyHyla eMy MPpsSAMO B JUI0. J[eMOH OT HEOXKHUIaHHOCTH
HECKOJIbKO pa3 MOPTHYJI M IOYYBCTBOBAJI, Kak 3aumnaio B miazax. Bor apsHe! Heyxenu ona
AyMmaja, 4TO Ha HEero NoJeucTBYET 3TO ci1aboe KOJIJ0BCTBO?!

OH npoMoprajicsi ¥ yBUJIEN, UYTO JEBYIIKM HET... OHA BBICKOUMJIA U3 KOMHAThl U TEMEpPb,
CKOp€€ BCEro, NCKayia BBIXO]] U3 3aMKa.

— MHWnmuotka! — B3peBen budpoHc, 3758Ch emie OTTOro, 4To B €ro Ia3a, CIOBHO IeCKa
Hacbimaiau. berarb Mo mpeucnomHei ObUIO OYEHb OMAcHO, W 3Ta TIymas 3aresi Moria CTarb
MOCJIETHEN B €€ KU3HU.
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* k% 4 Gexana Mo CNHMPAJICBUAHOW JIECTHHIE, M Y MEHS ObUIO TaKoe OIIyIICHHE, YTO OHa
o6eckoneuHa. ChIpble CTEHBI C KaIIIMHU BOJbI JABUIIM HA MEHSI CO BCEX CTOPOH, a JIETY4He MBIIIN
MOYTH KAaCAJIMCh MOETO JIUIA )KECTKUMH KPbUIbSIMU. I OYTH CHPBITHYNIA C TOCHEAHEN CTYNEHBKH
¥ UCTOIIHO 3aKpuyayia, yBUJIEB mepen coOoil denmoBeka Oe3 mia3. OH CTOsUT BO3JIE OTPOMHOIO
KaMHHa, B KOTOPOM C JIETKOCTBIO TTIOMECTHUIIACh Obl U 5, U OH, U TOT 3JIOM MYXHUK, IIATH KOTOPOTO 5
CJbIILAJA 34 CIIUHOM.

— IlpuBeTcTBYI0 Bac, NpenecTHass HE3HAKOMKA... — 0e3mias3blid YNbIOHYICS MHE IOYTH
puBeTINBO. — He myraitecs, s He caMo€e CTPAIIHOE, YTO Bbl MOKETE YBUJIETh 32 TOU JABEPHIO.

S mokocunack Ha 4YyTh MPUOTKPHITYIO ABEPH, B KOTOPYIO MPOCAYNBAIUCH IIyNaliblla TYMaHa, 1
IIOHECIIACh K HEW, JIeJies OCIIETHIOI0 HAJIEK Ly BBIPBAThCS U3 3TOrO TypAOMaA.

['ycToit TyMaH mouTH MOTJIOTHII MEHS, CJIOBHO $ TOMajia B CTPAaHHYI0, 00JaYHYI0 peaJbHOCTD U
MHE MpUIUIOCh OeXaTb B HUKYJA, C TPYIOM BIbIXas TSKENbIM, ChIpoil BO3ayX. bbiio TeMHO M
CTpallHO, MaxJo Cepor, ¢ Heba JUI JOXKIb, HO KOrJa s yBHJEJa BBIVISABIBAIOIIYI0 U3 PBaHbIX

Mens 3arpsicio, s oOxBaruiaa ce0s pykaMM M THXOHBKO 3aBblUIa, MPHUXOAS B yKac OT
npoucxomsamero. Kak Haiitu Beixoa? UTo OT MEHS XOUET 3Ta TBAPh, NpOKJIsiTas borom???

S BOpyr pazo3auiiack U, ONYCTUB PYKH, Cxkajla Kynaku. Ecinu s yoke B Ay, TO CTpallHee YxKe
HUYEro ObITH HE MOXKET!

PunyBIIMCH B MOJIOUHYIO TEMHOTY, 5 JIMXOPAJ0YHO COOOpakaa, 4YTo JAeiarh Jajblle, MoKa He
HATKHYJIACh KAMEHHYIO CTEHY. Sl BlieMMiIach B HEE, KaK YTOMAIOUMI 3a COJIOMUHKY, U, HE OTITYyCKas
€€ CKOJIb3KOM MOBEPXHOCTH, IOIUIa MUMO, YTOObI HE MOTEPSATh €IUHCTBEHHYIO OIOPY B ATOM
TOKUTMBOM MpPAaKe.

MeHst yKe TpsCJIO OT XOJOJa M CBIPOCTH, KOIZla MOM PYKM HATKHYJIMCh Ha MICPIIABYIO
MMOBEPXHOCTH JIBepU. Kak ke s xouy COrperbCs, a BHYTPH, BO3MOKHO, TE€IJIO... HO U, BO3MOXKHO,
OITacHO. ..

OCTOpO’)XHO HaJaBUB Ha pYydKy, S C 3aMHUpaHUEM cCepjilla IOYyBCTBOBaJa, KakK JBEPb
MmojJaeTcsl, W 3aMeplia, MpUCIylmMBasch K TummHe. Hudvero. Sl mpuoTkpeuia ee OoJibllie U
CKOJIb3HYJIa BHYTPb, IOYTH CXOAS C yMa OT cTpaxa. Temno, TEMHOTA W JIETKUW MPUATHBIA apoMar
OKyTaJld MEHS JICTKUM MOKpPbIBAJIOM. Sl CHOBa Hallynajaa TBEPyKO MOBEPXHOCTh CTEHBI W IOIUIA
BIIEpPEJI, CTAPASICh AK€ HE ABILATh U MPEICTABIISAA, YTO CEMYAC MOKET HAXOAUTHCSA B ATOU UyKOU
TEMHOTE.

[Tosnocku cBera s yBUzENa cpa3dy, OHU YKa3bIBAJIM Ha TO, YTO 3a €IIE OMHUMHU ABEPSIMHU TOPEI
TYCKJIBIA CBET, BO3MOKHO, CBEUM. S mpukajgach K HUIM, HO HUYEr0, KPOME THUILMHBI, HE YCIIbIIANA.
[Tom MouM JIeTKMM Ha)XaTUeM, OHU OECIIyMHO OTKPBUIMCh, U MEHS CJIOBHO OIYCTHJIM B MHUP
claayalnmx apomartoB. Uto 3To Takoe???

[IpockoIB3HYB BHYTPh, S U3YMJICHHO oOmiIsjienack: 3TO Obuta opamxkepesi!! M kakas! Taxux
pacTeHUN s HUKOIJA HE BHUJEIA, OHU Ka3aJlMCh HACTOJBKO AK30TUUYECKMMH, 4YTO JIa)KE€ MHE,
HECBEyIIe B OOTAaHUUECKUX HAyKax, 3TO ObUIO MOHSATHO C MEPBOro B3MIsAAa. BHYTpU HHUKOTO HE
ObLI0, U s HEMHOTO pacciiaduiiach, paysich TOMY, UTO YIACTCsl XOTh HEMHOTo corpeThes. Ho B 3ToM
OJIa)KEHHOM COCTOSTHHUM J0JITO MHE MPOOBITH HE yIaI0Ch.

ApomMar ctaj Tyie, TojioBa MOsI 3aKpY)KHJIaCh, a K TOPJTy mogoOpaiach TOIHOTA, 5 MpHXanach
K CTEHE Y BAPYT yCJIbIIAia )KEHCKUN TOJIOC:



— Apu-u-una-a...Apu-u-uHna-a... llogoau-u...

Mensi TpocTO TepeiepHyIO OT OUIYIIEHHWH, KOTOpPhIe S HUCHBITaNA: YKac, O0e3bICXOTHOCTH,
OJWHOYECTBO U pPa3pyLIMTEIbHAS HEHABUCTh... S| MEIEHHO MoNUIa BIEpPENd, YyBCTBYs BO PTY
MEeTaJNTIMYECKUu MPUBKYC cTpaxa. Bece nmpoucxopsinee ObUIO MOX0XKE HA MO BUJICHUS, TOJIBKO 3TO
He OBLJIO CHOM, a OTTOTO BBIIVISIACIIO €IIle y)KacHee. BEeTBU U JTMaHbl MEPEIIETAINCH MO TOTOJIKOM,
U UX TycTas JIMCTBA CBUCaJla JJIMHHOW 0axpoMOM, yKpallleHHasl IIBETaMU KakK »KUBOE, apOMaTHOE
oxepenbe. CKBO3b MX HEIUIOTHYIO 3aBECY, S YBUJIENIA CTPAHHOE CBEUYCHUE, U BCE YYBCTBA BO MHE
BCHBIXHYJIM C HOBOW CHJIOW. Sl OTOJBHHYJIA PACTCHUS U aXHYJA. ..

[lepeno MHOI OBIJIO HEUTO UYNECHOE, BOUCTHUHY 0O0XKbsI KpacoTa B 3TOM Y)KaCHOM MecTe. DTO
ObUT I[BETOK... HEYTO MEXIy pO30H M OpXujeed, C 30JOTHUCTHIMHU JIETIECTKaMHU, HACTOJIBKO
HEKHBIMU, YTO BOPCHUHKHM Ha HUX OBUIM MOXOXMMH Ha Joporoil Oapxar. S moHsuia, 4TO 3TO OH
UCITYCKAaJl CIAJKUI apoMaT U 3TH YyBCTBa O€3BICXOAHOCTH U yXKaca...

— bn-u-nxe-e... Apu-u-uHa-a... Onu-u-uxe-e...

[{BeTOK MaHWJ MEHS, 3BaJ... 3TO ObUI IBETOK U3 MOETO BUJICHUS. ..

A npubnusuiack W 3aMepiia, DA B €ro TEMHYK, BJIAXHYIO cepeauHy. Mosi pyka
HEMPOU3BOJILHO, OYJITO BeIoMasi Yb€-TO HEBUAUMOW CUJION, KOCHYIIACh 30JI0TUCTHIX JIEIECTKOB, U
MEHSI CJIOBHO YJIapwJl paspsi TOKa. [ 1a3a MOM 3aKaTHIIMCh, TEJIO CTAJIO0 COAPOrarbCi B MPUCTYIIE
Y)KaCHOTO TIPHUIIAJIKa, MOXOXKEro Ha JMUJIETICUI0, a KOHEYHOCTH CKPYTHUJIO OCTpod Ooibio. Moe
CO3HaHME ObUIO0 HAa TPaHU PEATHLHOCTH M CYMEPEYHOTO COCTOSHUS, U B 3TOT MOMEHT CTaJH
MOSIBIIATHCS KAPTUHKH. . .

Mouionast ieBylllKa ¢ TEMHBIMHU IJIa3aMHU U IVIAJIKUMU, YEPHBIMU BOJOCAMHU CMEETCS, IS B
KOJIBIOEJIb C HOBOPOXKJACHHBIM. .. BOT OHa MJET IO YIUIE C KOJSCKOM, a 32 HEH ClielyeT BhICOKUM
MY)K4YHMHA C KPACUBBIM, IOPOYHBIM JIUIIOM, ... JUTMHHBIN IIpaM MepeceKa ero Jjoo...

Moe cepaile Hauano OCIIEHO KOJIOTUTHCA, KOTJIa OH BBUIMJI €d B CTaKaH C COKOM CTPaHHYIO
KUJIKOCTh... [IoTOM OHa ymama MmpsMO BO3JI€ KOJBIOETH, W €€ JHUI0 ObUIO0 TaKUM OJEAHBIM U
0e3Ku3HEeHHBIM. .. ['octiomu, uto 310?! MyxuuHa... HeT, He MykunHa! D10 AeMoH! OH MOJIOKHUI
ee B SIMK, MOX0XKUH Ha rpo0, HAMTOJIHEHHBIN 3eMJIeH, U 3aKPbUT TSKEIOM KPBIIKON, HEe oOpariast
BHUMAaHUs Ha €€ TJia3a, 0e3yMHbIE OT CTpaxa, HAOJIHEHHbIE KPUCTAIIJIAMHU CJIE3. ..

MeHs HadaJio TPYCUTH €IIE CUIIbHEE, Sl TOYTH 3a]1bIXajlach. ..

JIeMOH OTKpBUI KpBIIIKY, W Ha €ro JMIle 3aurpaia JOBOJIbHas YibIOKa...J[eByika
IpeBpaIiaiach... €€ TeJO U PYKU BBITATHUBAIUCH B CTEOH, YIIYyOJIsUTUCh B 3€MJIIO, @ HA TOHKOU I1Iee
BCE ellle Onach rojryoast )KHUJKa. ..

— IloMoru-u-u MmHe-€... IOMOTH-U-H...

S ynana Ha 1o, MEHS PBajo MPSAMO B TOPUIKU C IIBETaMU, @ HOTTH HA pyKax NOCUHENN. MHe
Ka3aJjocCh, YTO s celyac ympy...

Korga tommora nponuma, CKpyTMBIIMCH HA MOJY, s YK€ 3Haja, 4TO XOTEJ CHEJIaTh CO MHOM
JEMOH, TIepeHecMii MeHd crofa. S noikHa Obula cTaTh YKpallleHUEeM €T0 OpaH)Kepeu, MEJIEHHO
MpeBpal@sICh B PacTECHUE, JIeKa B SAIMKE, HAMOJHEHHOM 3emJiel. Sl mocMoTpena Ha IBETOK, B
KOTOPOM >KHJIa JIyIlia >KUBOTO YeJIOBEKa U 3aruiakaia. Yem s Mory nmomoub Teoe?

Bnaneke, 3a 1BeppIO MOCBILAINCH FOJIOCA U I, C TPYIOM NOJHSBIINCH, IOMYaJIach 00paTHO,
MOKAaYMBasACh OT ciabocTu. Heckonpko pa3 ymaB B TEMHOTE, s CHOBAa OKa3ajach MOJ JOXKIEM U,
clieJaB HECKOJIBKO IIaroB B yCTOM TyMaHe, NoMnajia B YbM-TO CUJIbHBIE PYKHU. S 3a0Wilach B HUX,
KaK ITOMMAaHHAas B CETh MITULIA U YCIbIILIATA XPUILIBIN, 3JI0H I0JI0C:

— Croit! [a croii e Tbl! — MEHS )KECTKO BCTPAXHYIU. — TbI XOTh 3HAENIb, I1I€ TOJIBKO YTO
obuta?!



— 1 3Hato0, Kyga Thl MEHS IMPUBOJIOK M 3TOr0 JOCTAaTO4HO! — s Bce elne ObUia ciiada, HO B
CBOM B3IJISIZ BJIOKHUJIA BCEO HEHABUCThH K 3TOMY HETOJISAIO.

— Orto Banenus Jlrouudepa.

] moxonoxaena.

— S maxonuiace y nbsisona???

— V¥ Hero. U tebe moBe3no, uTo OH T€OsI HE BUAEH! — JAEMOH 1Mo UMeHU budpoHc kazaics
CaMbIM MPEKPACHBIM CYIIECTBOM B MHUPE, BBIMOKIIMN TMOJ 3TUM JOXJIEM, C JJIUHHBIMU,
CIUIIIMMHUCS B CTPEIIOYKH JJIMHHBIMU PECHULIAMU.

— A 49TO chnyyusoch ObI? — 51 Ja)e 3acMesiach OT TaKUX HeJeTbiXx 0OBuHEeHUNH. — OH Obl
yousn meHs? Vnu npeBpaTuil B IIBETOK, KaK XOUYeIllb ThI?

budpoHc ycraBuics Ha MEHS, @ TOTOM YTPOKAIOIIE CIIPOCHIT:

— Ortkyna Tebe u3BeCTHO O IBETKE?

— Kakast pa3uuiia! — s CHoBa mombITanach BEIPBATHCS. — DTO MEP3KO!

— DTO KpacuBO! — OH HE OTIYCKaJ MEHS, Kpem4e CKUMas MPeAIIeubsl.

— Jlepathb 4el-To TpyH B cajy, JaKe €Clid OH UMeeT (hopMy LIBETKa — MEP3KO!

— Jla mouemy Tpyn?! — on 3nuiics. — M BooOIIIe, s He coOMparoch 3TO ¢ TOOOH 00CYXIATh,
TeM Ooliee 1o cTeHaMu BiageHui Jlrora!l
— Koro?

— A-a, yept! — budponc pe3xo mogHs1 MEeHs U B3BaJIWI Ha miedo. — Kposb mnanenna! Trl
TsDKeNa Kak Jomab!

— Tbl 4TO, emb MianeHieB?! — s TPOMKO HKHYIA, KOIZa €ro IJIeYo CHABUJIO MHE
mnapparmy. — 3amonuu!
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* * * Budponc mpuHec AeByIIKY OOpaTHO B 3aMOK U HIBBIPHYN Ha KpOBaTh. XOJOAHBIC KATLIH
OISl CTEKAJIW IO €ro Pa3rOpsSYEHHOMY Telly, a MOKpas TyHMKa Mpuinmia K koxe. OH xoren
coBceM He 3Toro! EMy Hy)KeH 1IBETOK, a He OeroTHs no Ay 3a 3TOW B30AJIMOIIHOM >KEHIIMHOM !

— Ceituac Tebe MpHUHECYT MOECTh, — OH BHUMATEIbHO HAOJIONAT 32 HEU, MbITasICh MOHSTH,
YTO OHA 33aJymMala.

— Cnacu0o, — OypKHYyJia OHa U OTBEPHYNIACH.

bugpoHc cMoTpen, Kak OHa €CT M MCKPEHHE HEJIOyMeBal, 3a4€M OH BOOOILIE Hayald ¢ HeH
pasroBapuBarb??? JleBylllka HEXOTS KOBBIpsJa BHJIKOM KYCOK MsiCA W BBIDISAENA KAaKOW-TO
pazOuTOM.

— Eum HopmansHo, — budpoHc Haxmypuics, Korja oHa OTTOJIKHYNIA Tapenky. — S ckazad,
€llb.

— He ne3et, — oHa oTcTaBuja NOJAHOC U OTBEPHYJIACh K HEMY CIIMHOM.

JIeMOH pa3apak€HHO 3aKaTHuJI IJ1a3a U MOJIOIIEN K HEM.

— Bceranp 1 noeus.

Ona momyana. budpoHc npucen psagoM M HONbBITAICS MOBEPHYTh ee K cebe. [leByika
OKa3ajlaCh HEBEPOSTHO rOpsiueil.

— Oi1l — 1neMOH Bce-Taky NOBEPHYI €€ JIIO U Cpa3y K€ 3aMETHJI JBa PKUX IIATHA Ha €€
mekax. — KpoBb MitageHmna!l

— Omna yenosek, rpad... — Ypdyp IpuUnoaHsI BEKU ACBYIIKH. — DTO BOCMAICHUE JIETKUX.
JleByika BeIMOKJIa. Mol TeOe coBeT: M30aBbCs OT HEE M HAYHU BCE CHayasa.

— S xouy 3Ty. — budpoHCc caM He MOHUMAJ CBOEro yHpsMCTBa. — YTO Thl MOXeEUIb
caenarb?

— 4 Bbuteuy ee, — Ypdyp B3noxuyin. — Ho Tebe npuaeTcs aarh, MOKa OHA HE MPUJIET B
dhopmy.

— Jleun.

Bpau octaBui mopouiku ¥ MOKUHYI CAIbHIO, B3/IbIXasi U Kadasi TOJIOBOM.

— Te1 npencrasnsens, yto Oyaer, ecnu Jlrouudep y3Haer? — ckazain OH BO3JIe JBEped U
HAaKUHYJI KaIOIIOH.

— S xouy cnenaTh U3 Hee IBETOK — 3TO HOPMAJIBHO.

— Jla, 3T0 HOpMaJIbHO... — Yp(dyp OTKPBUI ABEPH, BIIyCKasi ChIpocTh. — llocTapaiics caenaTth
31O ObICTpee. — M He coMHeBalics.

JleMOoH BepHYICS B CHAbHIO M 3aKpbUl OKHO. J[poBa B KaMHWHE pa3ropajuch W TEILIO
pacIpoCTpaHsIOCh O KOMHATE, BOJTHAMHU MPOOUPASICh B XOJIOAHBIC YIJIbI.

JleBylka TsDKENO Jbliafia, ¥ Ha ee JIOy BRICTYNUJIM OMCEepUHKH TMoTa. budpoHc momolen K
KpOBaTu M OCTOPOKHO OIMYCTHJICS PSAIOM C AEBYIIKOM, MPUCTAIBLHO BCMAarpuBasCh B €€ JIUIo. Yem
e Thl IpUTATUBaelb MeHa? UTo ecTh B T€O€, 4eT0o HET B IPYruX KeHIMHAaX?

OH ToHMMAaJI, 4TO TEPBOTrO B3MIsSa HA HEE €My XBarujiao, 4YTOObl 3aCOMHEBATHCS B CBOEM
KEJaHUU MPEBPATUTh €€ B YKPALIEHHE CBOETO €aja, HO OH OTpHuUai 3T0... OTpuuan u3-3a crpaxa
nepel HEMOHATHBIM. . .

* * * 4] Oputa B OecmaMATCTBE, HO B MO€ Pa3ropsueHHOE CO3HAHUE MPOCAYMBATINCH CTPAHHBIC
KapTUHKH, CJIOBHO MIPOJIOJKEHUE BUJICHUS U3 IoMa JbSBOJIA.

S cHoBa BHjeNa JIEBYIIKY, €€ TEMHBIH B3IV MPOHUKAI MHE B Yy, MPOCUI O MOMOIIM.



[ToToM mepen MOMMH TNa3aMu HOSIBISIIOCH JIUIIO JIEMOHA CO IIPAMOM, U TPOH3UTEIbHbBIN KEHCKUM
HIETOT MOYTH B3pbIBaJ MHE MO3T: «MHe nomoxeT ero kpoBb! Chpiminib? Ero kpoBb!»

Kommaps! yiiwmu, auiibs Korjaa s npuiria B cedsi, a TeJo Mepectano ropeTh B ackoMm orue. B
IpyAd BCE €Il XpHUIIeNo, W JbIXaHWe ObUIO HEMHOTO 3aTpPYIHEHHBIM, HO S YyBCTBOBajia ceOs
3HAYUTEJIHHO JIYYIIIC.

[IpuoTKpHIB TIa3a, s 00OBeJIa KOMHATY B3[ISJIOM U JaXK€ POT OTKPbUIA OT YJIWBICHUS: JEMOH
CUJIE]T B Kpeclie W CHay, ero MoAOOpPOJOK M CKYIBI 3apOCid TEMHOM MIETMHOW, a MOJ Ia3aMHu
3asieiy TeHu. Ha cTonuke BO3Jie KpOBaru BajsIMCh OYMa)KKHU OT MOPOIIKOB, KOTOPHIMH OH MEHS
MUYKAJ, ¥ 4 3J10 MPOLIeNTaNa;

— Crapaenibcs raj. .. XJIelb, 4To0 s ObICTpel BBI3IOpOBENA. ..

— 3a raza, KOHEYHO, CIacu0o0... a TaK, HE CTOUT OJIAarOJaPHOCTH.

S mokpacHena U HaKpbUIACh OJICSIOM C TOJIOBOM.

* % % VYpohyp HEpBHO pacxakuBall 10 YEPHOMY JieCy, U €ro 0e3ria3oe JUIO0 HEIOBOJBHO
MOPIIMJIOCh OT X0J0jJa, mpoOuparoierocs mnoa MaHTuro. Hekorga miamMeHHBIM TOPU3OHT TeNeph
BBINVISIZICIT TI€YAJIBHO U XMYPO, MOTYIIEHHBIA JTOATUMU JOXKASIMU OH JBIMUJICA, U 3allaX rapu BUTAI
Jaxe MEeXIy TUMU JIEPEBbSIMU.

— Tlorona He cmocoOCTBYET MPUITHOMY OOIICHHIO.

Ypdyp noBepHyIcs Ha 3BYK MPUOIHKAIOMIMXCS IIATOB U B3BOJIHOBAHHO MPOU3HEC!

— Tw1 3agepxaincs Jleonapa!

— Jloporu B Ay pa3MBbITHI... 4TO Thl X0TeA Ypdyp? Y MeHst MHOTO Je.

Bricokuii 1€eMOH ¢ JUIMHHBIM IIpaMOM Ha JIOy CHpATAICS OT XOJOAHBIX Kamejb MO KPOHY
OOJIBIIIOTO JIepeBa.

— DOTo Thl Hanucan «JlemoHuueckue paspiedeHus»? — Ypdyp BBIYIUI U3 CKIIAJIOK MAaHTUU
MEIIOYEK C 30JI0TOM.

— S, — Jleonapa ¢ uHTEpecoM HaOII0AAIT 3a MAHUITYJISIIUSIMU Bpada. — A 4T0?

— 1 cnpiman, Te1 mogapun Jlrouudepy 4yaecHbIA BETOK. . .

— O pna... 310 moe mnpousBenenue! Jlomudep Obu1 goBoneH! — JleoHapa yAMBIEHHO
npunoaHsi OpoBs. — [loueMy Thl cripanmBaeinnb 00 3ToM?
— S Xody, 4TOOBI THI cAeNal €Ile OAWH, Takou »ke... S 3ammaay. — VYpdyp morpsic

MEILIOYKOM, U TOT MPUATHO 3a3BEHEN.
— MHe He cocTaBUT Tpyna CAelarb 3TO, HO y MEHS HET BPEMEHM Oerarb 1o 3emie 3a

KCHIIMHAMU, J1a U IIOTOM, TallUTh KOTO-TO CIOA — €IIEe Ta MOPOKA... — JIEMOH C JKaJHOCTBIO
YCTaBUJICA HA MEIIOYEK C MOHETAMH, €r0 KPaCUBOE JINIO UCKA3MJIa TPUMAca aJlYHOCTH.
— JKennmua yxe 3necb. — Ypohyp HakinoHwics k Jleonapay u mpomentail: — S Xouy

noAapuTh 11BeTOK budponcy.

— A noueMy rpag-caJoBHUK caM He MOpaayeT ceos?

— DTO cropnpu3 i Hero. — Yp(yp HEpBHUYAN U OTJISABIBAJICS IO CTOPOHAM.

— Xopomo. — JleoHapa B3I JEHBIW U HAKUHYI KantomoH. — JKeHIMHy puBe3eb B MOU
3aMOK. Sl Oydy >K1aTh.

JIeMOH pacTBOpWJICS MEXIY NEPEBbIMU, a YpPyp HOTEp MOTHHIE JIaIoHU. XBaruT. bosbiie
HHUKAKUX )KEHIIMH B Ay. DTO CTaji0 KaKON-TO dMUIEMUEH, KOTOPYIO HY’)KHO OCTaHOBHUTA.

* % * 4] xoguna o KOMHare, MpuHUMalia BaHHY, O0e3 anmeTuTa eja, a ISMOH He CBOIMI C MEHS
7143, 32 HCKJIIOYEHUEM BAHHOW KOMHATBL, TAE S MOIVIa OCTarbCcs B oguHodecTBe. MHOTHA £
3ameyalna, Kak B eTo Ila3ax MeJbKalo KaKoe-TO CTPaHHOE YYBCTBO, HO OHO OBICTPO YJIETY4HBaJIOCH,
U s IyMalia, 4YTO MHE MTOKa3ajocCh.



— Korpma TsI 3acyHelb MEHA B SIMMK? — IIOMHTEPECOBAIACH $, JIEKA B KPOBATH U 3aMETHUJIA,
KaK OH B3JIPOTHYJI, CTOSI KO MHE CIIMHOM BO3JIE KAMUHA.

— S ke ckazan, 4To He OyAy pa3roBapuBaTh ¢ TOOOM Ha ATy TEMY.

— Koneuno, e Oynemnb, — KuBHYNIA 5. — [loTOMY 4TO Thl — TaJKWi, MEP3KUH, YKaCHBIN
tun. Tel — TO, yTO MpOTUB bora, oTBepruyTHIil BceMH, ¢ O0JIBHOM TOJ0BOM.

budpoHc pe3ko nmoBepHysCsS KO MHE, B €r0 Ii1a3ax MIecKalach spoCTh.

— Jlyumie He 311 MeHs. DTO OIAaCHO.

— Hackonpko omacHee smmka? — gpasHA €ro, s IOJydalla IIOYTH W3BPALICHHOE
YIOBOJILCTBHUE, CMEIIAHHOE CO CTPAXOM.

JIeMOH BApYT MepeMecTHiICS KO MHE, U sl UCITYTaHHO BXajach B NOAYIIKY. UTo 51 genaro???

Ero pyka norsHynach K MOEH 1Iee, M, KOIZa Majblbl JISTOHBKO CXXaJd HEXKHYIO KOXKY, S
BCKPUKHYJIA.

— Hy 410 € ThI? — HacMENUIMBO COPOCHUI OH, IS MHE B IJ1a3a. — [ J1e TBOSI CMENOCTH?

— ThI... THL... BCc€ paBHO MEP3KHU... — mpouientana . Moil B3 OyATO HNPHIMI K €ro
ry0aM, 1 Mypauiky JJIUHHOW TOPOKKOU MpoOekanu 1o MO3BOHOUYHHKY.

OH cXaln MO0 IIEK0 €IIe CUIBHEE W BAPYT INPHUKOCHYICS KO MHE MOLEIYyEeM, HO TYT XK€
OTHPSHYJI, CIOBHO ITOLIEJIOBAI 3M€E10. MO€ JINIIO TOKE BBIPAKAJIO HEUTO ITOXOKEE.

— Ecnu 5T0 TBOM MITYYKH. .. — MPOIIMIIET OH, YOUpas pyKu.

— Her, 510 He Mou mITydku! — orpsi3Hynach 5. — He cmell MeHs OoJble 11e10BaTh!

— U He Medrail, BenpbMa! — OH BBICKOYMJI M3 KOMHATHI, a s 3JI0 CTYKHYJIa HOTOW IO
KaMEHHOMY TOJIy U 3aCTOHaJIa OT O0JIH.

— Yepr! Yepr!

[Ipomen He omuH yac, korga budponc Bepuyncs. OH pa3paxeHHO MOCMOTPET HAa MEHS U
IIBBIPHYJT HA KPOBAaTh KaKyIO-TO OJICHKTY.

— OpneBaiicsi, TeOe HYKEH CBEKUI BO3IyX.

— To1 npurnamaens MeHsl Ha IPOTYAKY? — 51 €XUIHO YIBIOHYIACH.

— Het! — psiBkHY OH. — I X04y, 4TOOBI THI OBICTpEE BHI3AOpOBENA!

— YTt00BI 1OCe 3TOr0 YOUTh? — YTOUHMIIA 5, © MHE [10Ka3aJI0Ch, OyITO OH 3apbluaj, CoKUMast
KyJaKH.

— Tw1 Oynens ogeBatbesi?! Mnu Tebe moMmoun?!

S cxBaruiia BEIlM U NTOMYaliach B BAaHHYIO, MIYTasiCh B €ro JYIMHHOW TYHHKE, B KOTOPYIO ObuLIa
oneta. [Ipoknsaterii yept! He-eT... o0adTenbHbIN, HO raJIkuii yepTska!
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Benm yauBWIM MEHS: KOXaHbIC IITaHbI, KypTKa C KaIlIOIIOHOM, TYHHKAa MOETO pa3Mmepa u
CaIlOKKHU U3 YepHOU KOxkHU. Onexaa JEMOHUYECKOT0 MOAPOCTKA. ..

budpoHc ObUT IBHO yAMBIEH MOUM BHUIOM, U €T0 Ila3a pacTepsHO 3a0eraiu, OH cTapalics He
pa3mIsiAbIBATh MEHS.

MBI CIyCTWINCh BHU3, U BBIIUIA B JOXIb, KOTOPBIA, Ka3aJOCh, CTAN €IIE CUJIbHEE. AJICKUHI
Bpad 3HAJI CBOE JEJ0, U €ro MOPOIIKHA MOCTABUIN MEHS HA HOTHU 3a TPH JIHS, U 3TO C BOCIAJIEHUEM
nerkux! Ho Bpsia v mporyika moj JIMBHEM MOIJIa IOWTHA MHE HA MOJIb3Y, O YEM 51 M XOTEJIa CKAa3arh
nemony. Ho budpoHc BApyr CBUCTHYN, W HW3-3a yIvila TMOSBUJICS NMKAPHBIA KOHb C JIJTMHHOM,
yepHOU TpuBOi. — Moutoaenr AHrell... MOJIOAEIL. .. — OH IOXJIOMNAaJ €ro o MOKPOH Iie€ ¥ BCKOUMII
B CEIJIO.

S 3amo0oBanach 3THUM KpacHUBBIM >KMBOTHBIM U BCKPUKHYJIA OT HEOXHIAHHOCTH, KOTIa
JIEMOH TOJXBaTUJI MEHS U YCaJui Briepeau ceds. HarsiHyB Ha MeHs orTy0)ke KaIroIoH, OH B3sUICS
3a TOBOJIbS, 3KMMasi B KOJIBI[O CBOUX PYK, U 51 YTOHY/Ia B TEIJIOTE €ro Teja U ero 0ecrnogoOHOoM,
MYKCKOM 3araxe.

S ¢ BocTOproM pasmisablBalia NEW3axu Aa, TyMaH paccesuicsl, U AbIMSAIIMNCS TOPU3OHT MO
KPOBaBOW JIYHOW BBINISIACH BIIEYATIISIIOWIE. bonblMe, HENPUCTYIHBIE 3aMKH BO3BBILATIUCH HAJ
MpauHbIMU 3E€MJIIMH, U MHE OBLIO OY€Hb MHTEPECHO, YTO TaM, 3a dTUMHU cTeHamu? Takue xe
OJIMHOKHE JIEMOHBI, Kak budponc, uniyme BnevyaTieHuit, Mydas Jr01ei?

OrpoMHBIN MpoBai s yBUAENA Cpa3y, Kak TOJbKO KOHb OOOTHY/ BBICOKMH XOJIM, 1 MO€ Cep/Ilie
CaJIOCh OT IIPUCTYIIA CTpaxa U OOJIU.

— Yt0 3T0? — mpouenTaia s, Cibllia JaJ€KUe CTOHbI U HAJPBIBHBIN ILJIAaY.

— IIpoBan Beunbix Myk. B HeM rpenmHuku, — CHokoiiHO oTBeTHa budponc. — Xouemb
MOCMOTPETH OJHxe?

— Her! — 4 3amoTaina rosioBor, 1 KamrolloH ynall Ha CMHY. BeTep B3METHYII MOU BOJIOCHL, U
s TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAaK JIEMOH aKKYPAaTHO MPUITIAXKUBAET UX, IIpsAYa IO KamroIoH. f moBepHynach
K HEMY U YAUBIIEHHO IIOCMOTpEJIa B €r0 KPaCUBBIE IJ1a3a.

— OTBepHUCH! — MPOUMIIEN OH ¥ TPULLIIOPUIT KOHS.

MBI pBICBIO BEPHY/IUCH K 3aMKY, OH CIIPBITHYII C JIOIMAAN U, 0OXBaTUB MOIO TaJHI0, OMYCTHII Ha
3emuiro. Hac HEyMOIMMO TAHYJIO BCTPETUTHCS B3IVISIIAMHU, HO MBI CTAPaTeIbHO OTBOAWUIIA APYT OT
Jpyra riasa, CTosl BO3Jie (PhIPKAIOIIEro KOHSI.

Brapyr budpoHc uTo-TO mpoOypuan Ha JaThIHUM M, CXBAaTUB MEHS 3a JUIO JByMS PyKaMH,
MIPUHSJICS 1EJIOBATh, IPOHUKAS TOPSIYUM S3bIKOM B MOU POT.

— Pythonissam... KonayHs4. ..

Sl MONMHOCTBIO OTAANACh OLIYIIECHUSM M CUJIBHEE MPHUKAIACH K €T0 TBEPAOMY TEIly, YYBCTBYS
JUIIb €r0 HAaCTOWYMBBIE TyObl M Kapkoe AbixaHue. ['010Ba KpyKujach, a MO3T OTKa3bIBaJCsA
paboTarh, Tpernela OT 3TUX MPUKOCHOBEHU, HO OCTpasi UIia PeajbHOCTH BCE-TaKHU MPUBEIA MEHS
B UYBCTBO, U 51 YKyCHJIa €T0 3a r'y0y.

— Th1 uTO nemaenp?!

— Ax 1b1 3Mes1! — B3peBen budpoHc, xBarasch 3a MECTO yKyca U C U3yMJICHUEM IS/ Ha
KpPOBb, OCTABUIYIOCS Ha Majblax. — [‘aguna!

* % JleMOH He B CHJIaX CAEp’KaTh IMOPHIB, CHOBA CXBATHJI €€ 3a ICI0, HO MPOKJIATAs BEIbMa
YTO-TO TNpOLIENTaNa, DISAS HAa HEro CBOMMHM [Ia3ulllaMU, M OH mnpocto ociuen! TemHoTta




oOpynmiack Ha budpoHca HACTOJIBKO HEOKUJAHHO, YTO OH AK€ IMOKAYHYICSA, HE OTIycKas
JEBYLIKY.

— Ax ThI!..

Ona mpHUHSUIaCh BBIPHIBATHCS, HA/IESACh HAa €ro BHE3AIIHYIO CIENOTYy, HO budponc e man ei
TaKOi BO3MOXXHOCTH, 3a)KaB B KOJIbIIE CBOUX PYK. TeMHOTa B €ro miazax ObICTPO paccenBajach, HO
3JI0CTh JUIIL Habupana o6opoThl. Kakas npotuBHas ctepsal

OH cHOBa B3BAJIWJI €€ Ha IJIEYO0 W MOHEC B 3aMOK, YEPTHIXasCh OT JOBOJBHO OOJIE3HEHHBIX
yIapoB €€ HOT, O0YTHIX B TSDKEIIbIE CAlOKKH.

— Tb1 He MoOxelb BecTu cedst HopMaabHO! — BU(poHC pe3kuM ABUKEHUEM MOCTABUII €€ Ha
TI0JI, ¥ JIEBYIIIKA TPOMKO OMKHYJIA.
— A THI cuuTaellb, B 3TOM CUTyallMd MOXHO BeCTHU ce0sd HOpMalibHO?! — 3aBOMNMIIa OHA,

OTCKaKHBasi OT HEro M Mpsyach 3a CIUHKOMN Kpecya. — Ecnu ThI ellie pa3 nmonpoOyenis MouenoBarh
MeHs!..

— To uTt0? — BudpoHc cI0Xull Ha TPYIU PYKH, HACMEIUIMBO HaOmtonas 3a Held. Ero 31mocTh
yAETYy4usach. — 3aKOJAyellb MEHs?

EMy 1ocTaBisio yqoBOJIbCTBUE BUAEThH, KAK OHA HEPBHUYAET U €€ PO30BbIA POTUK NPUHUMAET
dbopmy OYKBBI «0Y.

— 4 xouy ocTatbcst ogHa!

— OTO MO JI0M, U 5 Oylly HaXOIUTHCS TaM, € MOCYUTAI0 HYKHBIM, — JIEMOH YIBIOHYICS.
Her, monoxxuTenpbHO, €My HE XOTEJIOCh MPEBPAIATh €€ B [IBETOK... TAK HAMHOTO MHTEpecHee! —
Menkas ragroka.

— l'agroka?! — neBylika OOMKEHHO XJIOMHYJA [Ia3aMU U, BAPYT PE3KO CTSHYB Calor ¢ HOTH,
HIBBIPHYJIA B HEOKHUIAIOIIETO TaKOTo IoBopoTra AeMoHa. — Canuct!!!

Tsoxkenas momommBa MpocBUCTENA PAIOM, HO BudpoHC YKIIOHMICA B MOCHEIHUNA MOMEHT H
TOJIBKO XOTEJN pa3pa3uThbCs MPOKIATHIMH, BTOPOIl Callor BIie4aTayics emy B J100.

Ot10 ObUI0 cumkoM. OH HampaBWIICs K JEBYIIKE, KOTOpas XBaraja ¢ KAaMUHA €ro cepeOpsiHbIe
KyOKHM, 1 OHU OJUH 3a JPYrUM MNONaJajiid B €ro IUIeYd, TPylb U >KUBOT, OTIIBBIPHYI KpPECIO M,
YBEPHYBIIUCH OT IOCIJIEIHETO «CHapsAa», YCIBIAI CKPUN OTKPbIBAEMOM NBepHU. Bpems cioBHO
3aCTBUIO, U JIEMOH C Y)KaCOM CMOTpEJ, Kak KyOOK JIETUT 4epe3 BCI0O KOMHAary U OTCKAaKHMBAET OT
oenocHexxkHoro n6a Jlrona...

— Konbke Muxanna! Bot 310 BcTpeua!

— A 4TO 37€Ch MPOUCXOAUT? — AbSIBOJ U3YMJICHHO NOTEP JI0O, HO B €r0 CHHMX IJIa3axX He
OBLIO 3JI0CTH, JUIIb HEJOYMEHHUE.

— To1 Tak HEOXUJTAHHO... — bBUQPOHC B3JOXHYI, MOHUMAas, YTO OOBSICHUTHCS BCE-TaKH
MpUJIETCS.
— W, Bunumo, He BoBpems... — JIoI He crnema npubnusuics Kk ApuHe U oOolen ee, ¢

J00OMBITCTBOM Pa3mIsAIbIBas 3aMEPIIYIO I€BYIIKY. — MeHsl MydaeT OAuH BOIPOC... ceiiyac B Ay
MOJIHO UMETh CMEPTHYIO KECHIAHY?

— He-er... — ApuHa HeoxunanHo i budponca nosepHynach k odannesmemy Jlromy u,
yIIepeB pydkHu B Ooka, mpoumriena: — Celyac B 3TOM Y€pTOBOM MECTE MOIHO Je1arh U3 KEHIIUH
LBETHI U YKpalaTh UMH CBOU 1oM! Bel 3TOTO HE 3HANMN?

— O-0... — Jlrou moaHsI Kpeciio ¢ mojia U Cel B HEro, C HHTEPECOM ISl Ha JACBYIIKY. —
DTO 04YEHb 3aHUMATENBHO... DpoHH, 0 yeM oHa TOBOPUT? KTO OHA, Tl MHE PACCKAXKEIIb MTO3KE.

budpoHCc THXO 3acTOHAT M MOKOCUJICS HAa PACKPacHEBILYIOCS BEIbMY, C KOTOPOW €ro *Ku3Hb
CTajla HAMHOTO. .. BECEJIEE. ..



— 41 pacckaxy! — HeyromoHHas 3Mesl BCcTaja HanpoTuB JIona v mpUHSIACH TPELATh, HE
oOparnasi BHUMaHUs Ha TO, kKak budponc mpukpeut miasza nagoHb0. — Bl s BHKY YMHBIH, U Y Bac
XOpoIIee CepAle, U TOATOMY Cpa3y MONMETE BECh yXKac MPOUCXOASAIIETO!

J{bsIBONT BECENMUIICS BOBCIO, XOTS €T0 IVla3a OCTABaJIUCh CEPHE3ZHBIMU U KPUCTAIBHO YHCTBIMU.
budponc 3ackpexeran 3ydamu.

— OHM ONauBarOT XEHUMH KaKOW-TO JKUIKOCTBHIO, MPAYYT B SIIMK C 3€MJIEH, U OHHU
MPEBPALAIOTCS B IBETOK, MPOPACTAIOT B 3€MIIIO, JINIIASACH KPOBU U KU3HHU! — HE YCIIOKAWBAJIACH
NIEBYIIIKA, U Ha Jule JIrona nosBUIack rpuMaca OTBPaICHUS.

— @Dy, Kakas MeP30CTh! — IbSIBOJI CKPUBUJICS.

— Bot! Bot! — neBymika B3MaxHyna pykaMu. — ITO MEP3KO!

— ToI roBOpHUIIG € BABOTOM. — budpoHC penmia 3aKOHYUTH ITOT ONMACHBINA TUAJIOT.

— YT0? — OHa MOBEpPHYJIACh K HEMY M CHOBA XJIOITHYJIA TJIa3aMH.

— Oro Jlromnudep.

ApuHa MEJIJIEHHO TTOBEPHYJIA rOJI0BY, 1 JI10I] moMaxall el pyKou.

— IIpusATHO MO3HAKOMHUTHCS, MUJIas ICBYIIKA !

Omna BsJI0 MaxHyJIa €My PYKOU B OTBET U ymnajia B 0OMOPOK.
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* k% Jlaii el BUHA, — YCIBIIANA I TOJIOC JbSBOJIA U CHOBAa 3aKMypuiach. — bemHas
JICBOYKA UCIIbITAJIa CTPECC.

— Ecnm OB THI 3HAJ, KaKOW CTpecc MCHBIThIBaKO 51! — psaBkHYT budpoHC, U 5 BO3MYIIIEHHO
OXHYJIa.

— A kT0 Bam BUHOBAaT? Bbl caMu TammmTe Crofa CMEPTHBIX KEHIIMH, OHU MBIOT U3 BaC KPOBb,
a Bbl BOBHOCUTE UX U MOKJIOHSIETECh KaK... uauoThl! — Jlrorudep 3amonya, a notom 100aBui: —
YT0 5TO 3a TaJ0CTh C [IBETKOM?

— VY T1e0s B oOpaHxKepee CTOUT ATO MNPEKPACHOE pacTeHHe! — ycouplmana s ToJoC
budponca. — U T He 3HaeIIb, KaKk OHO MOSBUIIOCH TaM???
— VY MmeHs?! — BOCKIMKHYI AbsiBON. — Hy, 3Haelb...s X0Th U HE MPaBEAHUK U JTABHO HE

aHTeJ, HO JeP>KaTh B CBOEM Cady TPYIIBI ... KAK-TO U JIJISI MEHS. ..CIIUIIKOM. ..
[Tocne Henmpo0KUTEbHOU TUIIMHBIL, JIro1iudep npoTIHYII:
— Ot0 uro, Cycanna???

— Kaxkas Cycanna? — yauBieHHO crupocusl budpoHc, u s gaxe miasza OTKpbLIa, YTOOBI
BUJIETH BCE, YTO MPOUCXOIUT.
— M-M-M... MHE Kak-TO HEyJoOHO... — IpABOJ 3amsuicsi. — JleoHapa momapuil MHe

YyIECHBIM LBETOK... S TAK IPUKUIEIT K HEMY AYLIOU... U, HE TOBepHlllb, OpOHU, MHE KAXKETCS, OH
MMOHUMAET MEHS, TOBOPUT CO MHOA... sl Ha3Baja ero CycaHHa...

— DTO OH U €CTb.

— He-er... He-T ...TonbkO HEe CycaHHa...

S He BbITEpHENa U Cella B KPOBAaTH, HA KOTOPYIO MEHs ynoxuiau. Jlrouudep mocmorpen Ha
MEHs, a ToToM Ha budpoHnca.

— Tb1 uTO, XOUELb CcaENATh U3 HEE LIBETOK?

— Xoredn.

S BcnibIXHYIA B onmycTHiIa raaza. OH cKazan «XoTein!

— Her, 3710, KOHEYHO, TBOE €0, HO MHE KaXeTCs 3TO KAaK-TO... HENPAaBWIBHO... —
Jlrormudep BcTa U MOLIET K ABEPSM, B3/IbIXas TSKEIO0 U nedanbHo. — Tonbko He CycaHHa. ..

OH BbILIEN, HO TOTOM CHOBA 3aIJISIHYJI B KOMHATY.

— Ecau Te1 He Oymeums Aenarb M3 Hee 3Ty rajocThb, OTHpPaBb €€ JA0MOH. CIHMIIKOM MHOIO

KEHIIMH B AJMy... 1 HE YYBCTBYIO C€Osl CIIOKOWHO, — OH MOCMOTpEN Ha MEHs. — BBIHYXaeH
MOMPOIIATHCS. .. Sl yIPYUEH U PaCCTPOEH. ..
— OH 0ouYeHb KPaCHUBBIN... — YIBIOHYIIACH 5, BOOMYIICBIEHHAS TEM, YTO JICMOH HE COOMpaeTCs

MPEBpAILATh MEHS B IIBETOK M, BO3MOKHO, OTIIPABUT JIOMOM K T€TKaM, KOTOPHIE, HABEPHOE, CXOAAT
C yma.

— Jla, ¥ o4yeHb KECTOKHU, — pa3JpaxeHHO OTBeTHJ budpoHC, CI0BHO €ro MmokopoousIo
YIIOMUHaHUE MHOIO KpacoTsl JItorudepa.
— 5] Ob1 HE...

— XBaTUT pa3roBopoB. CeroiHs TBOSI MOCIEAHSISA HOUb, S BEpHY T€Os JOMOIA.

Bbonbie He B3rIsiHYB HA MeHs1, budpoHC BbIIIE, TUXO TPUKPHIB 32 CO00I ABEPS.

B Mor aymry mpoOpanachk ajackasi OCEHb, M TJe-TO HAa €€ TOPU30HTE pa3ropajics moxap,
KOTOPBIA HE MOTJIA NOTYIIMTH AK€ XOJOAHBIE JTUBHU, HECYILME 3aMax CEPHI. ..

Sl He Morma 3aCHYTh M BepTenach B OOJIBIION KPOBark HE B COCTOSIHMM HaWTH ce0e MecTo.



benHas nmeBylika mpocuiia MEHSI O TIOMOIIM, HO S HE CMOTY MOMOYb, IIOTOMY YTO CKOPO OKaXyCh
noma... Moxer, JTlrorudep cMoxket n30aBUTH €€ OT MydCHH ?

S pmaxke TUXO 3acMmesiiach OT HEJENMOCTH CBOMX MBICIEH. J[bSIBO M COCTpagaHUME — BEUMU
B3aMMOMCKIIFOUYAOIIME JIPYT Ipyra.

[TomusBIIMCS, 5 BBIIUIA U3 CHAIbHU. MHE XoTeloch HalTu budpoHca U MOrOBOPUTH C HUM,
MOMPOCUTh O MOMOLM... Eclin OH OTKaszajcs OT CBOEW 3areu HACYET MEHS, TO, BO3MOXHO, €ro
Cep/ilie HE HACTOJIbKO YEepPCTBO.

B 3amke ObUTO THXO, TJE-TO Kamaja BOAa, U MOPBIBBI BETpPa T'yAeJM B KAMUHHBIX TpyOax. S
CIIYCTHJIACh MO JIECTHUIIE BHU3, U MHE MMOKA3AJIOCh, YTO KTO-TO Pa3rOBaApPUBAET BO3JIE KAMUHA, HO
OO0JIBITION XOJUT OBLT MYCT, M B O4are JOTrOpalid MocleaHue apoBa. MHe mo4emMy-TO CTajo KYTKO B
ATOW 3JI0BEILIEH TUIIMHE, KAaKOe-TO HEXOpOUIee MPEAUYyBCTBUE OXBATHUIIO MEHS, U s MOMATUIACH K
nectHule. Ype-TO MPUCYTCTBUE 3a CBOEW CIIMHOM S OLIyTHJIa Cpa3y, HO IMOBEPHYTHCS HE YyCIIEna,
MEHS CJIOBHO Mapayiin3oBasio. Horu Mmou ocnadenu, u s cTaja OMyCKarhCsl Ha MOJI, HO TPyObie PyKHU
MOJIXBATWJIM MEHS W TIOHECJIU MPOYb U3 3aMKa.

* % * budpoHnc cuzpen B OamHe W Aymal, DIsAd HAa OFOHb B KaMUHE. J[eMOHa TAHYIO K
NEBYIIKE, CISAIIEH B €r0 KOMHAare, HO TEMHAasl CYIHOCTbh BHYTPH HErO MPOTHBWIACH 3TOMY. JTa
O0opp0a cBoMIIA €ro ¢ yMa, 3acTaBisijla pa3pbiBaThCs MEXAY TaKOW MPUBBIYHOMN, HANIOJTHEHHOM
OWTBAMHU KU3HBIO U KeJlaHWeM o0JagaTh OeNOKYpOn, XpynKoi >keHimHon. OH BCTall, TEp3aeMbIi
YyBCTBAMHM HENPUBBIYHBIMHU JJII HETO, M BCE-TAKU BBIIEI B KOPUIOP, HE B cUJaXx OoJIblie
CAEP>KUBATh CTPACTh, OYIIYIOIIYIO B €70 TPY/IH.

Bosne aBepu criaibHU OH 3amep, MBITasiCh HAWTU MPEAJIOr, YTOOBI HE 3aXOAWTh, HE Jeiarh
ATOT POKOBOM INAr... HO BAPYI €ro MbICIU 00opBaiuch. UYTOo 3TO0? Jl€eMOH MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO B
KOMHAare HUKOro Hert... BopBaBumch B cnainbHIO, budpoHC YEPTHIXHYICS U CHOBa BBIOEKANl B
KOPUIOP, YKE 3HAsI, UTO CIYUUIIOCh HEUYTO TLIOXOE.

OH cOexan BHU3, KHHYICS K PaclaxHyThiM JBEPSAM U OTYASIHHO 3apblyal B CHIPYIO HOYb,
cxuMas kynaku. Heyxenu ona ynoa? Ho oH Bemp mooOeran BepHyTh ee nomoit! Her... oHa He
MOIJIa, 3HAYUT... 3HAUYUT, C HEH YTO-TO CIY4WwIoCch... Ho kTo mor mpobOparbcs B ero gom? Kro
MOCMeJT TaK Harjio U 0eclepeMOHHO X03IMHUYaTh B HEM???

budpoHc CKOHIEHTpUPOBAJICS, MBITAACh MOYYBCTBOBATh UYXKYIO DHEPIHIO, HO HEU3BECTHBIN
MOXUTUTENIb ObUI OY€Hb AKKypareH W HE OCTaBWJI IOCJIe CeOsl CJIEJOB, KOTOPHIE MOMOIIN Obl
JIEMOHY TIpeciie/ioBaTh €ro. budgpoHc ucneiTan crpax... buTea ¢ aHrenramMu He JaBajia eMy TaKUX
otymieHu. ..OH 6osuics 3a Jipyroe cyiecTBo. CyliecTBO 4eJI0BEUE€CKON MPUPO/IBI.

JIeMOH mombITAJICS YCIIOKOWTBCS, HO y HETr0 JTO INIOXO Mojiydanock. OH He Mor
KOHTPOJIMpOBarh cutTyanuo. KTo U3 AEMOHOB MOr COBEpHMTH ATO0? KTO MOr MOWTH NPOTHUB
Hero??7?

budpoHC ycmokous1 CTyk CBOETo cep/illa U MOMbITAJICS MPOYUTATh TYMaH U ChIPOCTh, KOTOpast
npsrana oT Hero xeHumHy. EI'O xeHnmAy.

TyMan mogmanca C JErKOCTbIO OTKPBITOM KHWUTHA, M TEMHBIE OTIEYATKU CJEI0B YYKOU
sHepruv budpoHC MPakKTUYECKH MOYYBCTBOBAJ CBOUMM JIEMOHHUYECKUM HYyTpoM. Ho OoHM Tepsiuch
cpa3zy K€ 32 CTEHaMU 3aMKa, CJIOBHO U HE ObLJIO HUYETO, CIIOBHO OHU PACTBOPSUIMCH B BO3/IYXE.

* % % 4] omrymiana cTpaHHBIA 3amax, UCXOAUBIIMK OT TPYIXM TOTO, KTO MEHS HEC Ha PyKax, a
IIOTOM B3TPOMO3/JIMJI Ha JIOIIA/Ib, HO HE MOTJIA MMOIIEBEINTHCS, CKOBAHHAS! CTPAHHBIM OLICIICHEHUEM.
DT10 ObLI 3amax CBeXel 3eMJIM U TOHKUH apoMar I[BETOB, MEPEIUIeTAIONMECs B OIMH OyKeT, HO ATH
BpoO/Jie OBl MPUATHBIE APOMATHI ITyTrajyd MEHS U HAlIOMUHAIH O KJIaJI0UIIIE.

Moe Tesio TpsCIOCh Ha JOIAJUHOM KpPYIIE, CBhE3KAJIO BHU3, HO MEHS IMOAXBaThIBAIU



KECTKUMH, XOJOAHBIMHU PYKaMHU M CHOBA YCa)KUBaJM, KaK TPAMUYHYIO KYKITy, HE 0C000 3a00TsICh O
TOM, KaKW€ HEMPHUSATHBIC OIIYIICHUs JOCTABISUIA MHE JTU TpyOble MPUKOCHOBEHHS. S maxe
BCXJIUIIBIBATh HE MOTJIA: MOE€ TOPJIO CBEJIO, TaK K€ KaK M TEeJO, JIUIIb 3yObl MOCTYKUBAIN JAPYT O
Apyra, HO ¥ 3TO ObUIO JIUIIIb MOCIEICTBUEM OBICTPOU €3/IbI.

S crhplllana HEMHOTO Y4YalleHHOE [bIXaHHWE CBOEro IOXUTHUTENS, U MOE BOOOpaKeHHE
PUCOBAJIO BCSIKUE YKAChl, KOTOPHIE MOIVIM MPUKIIOYUTHCS CO MHOW B OJMKaiiiiee BpemMsi, BeJb HE
VTS IPY>KECKOM ke Oece bl MEHS BhIKpaJIM U3 3aMKa budponca.

budpoHCc... OH HaBepHsKa J1aXke HE TOJO3PEBAET O TOM, UYTO CIYYHJIOCh, U ceilYac CIOKOWHO
OTIIBIXaeT B CBOEH OarmHe, HaOIOmast 32 KPOBABOM JIYHOM M3 OKHA. MHE 3aX0TeNoCh IIakarh, HO
JaXe CJe3bl HE XOTEeNM NOKUAaTh MOE TEJNO0, 3acCThIB TIJE-TO NIYOOKO BHYTPHU XOJIOAHBIMHU
KPUCTAJIJIAMH. . .

Bckope m3HypuTenbHas €3/1a 3aKOHYMIJIACh, U MEHS CTAllJIM C B3AparuBaroliei nomaau. Ha
CEeKYHIY S YBUJENA JIUIO CBOErO MOXUTHUTENS, U MOM IVla3a PacUMpPUIIMCh OT yXaca: JEMOH CO
mpamom! ['ocriosiu, 3TO OH yOus 6eAHYIO AEBYIIKY, KOTOpas Teneph ykpaiana caj Jlironudepa!
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Sl mpencraBuiia, KaKk OH 3aCOBBIBAET MEHS B JICPEBSHHBIN SIIMK, HANOJIHCHHBIA >KUPHOU,
BJIQXXKHOM 3eMJieil, B KOTOPOW M3BUBAIOTCS OOJIBIIME, JIOKAECBbIE YEPBH M BAPYr OLIyTHJIA, Kak
najabllbl HA MOUX PYKaX MPUOOPETAIOT YYBCTBUTEIBHOCTH. S MOMbITaIach MOIIEBEIUTh UMU, U Yy
MEHS Noydnsiock. Toraa s coOpalia Bce CUJIbI M JEPHYIACH B €r0 pyKaX, C CHJION BBITPSAMIISASL HOTH
Y HaTSATUBASCH, Kak TeTuBa. OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTHU JIEMOH OTITYCTUJ MEHS, U Sl pyXHYJIa Ha MOKPYIO
3EMIIIO.

He oOpaitiasi BHUMaHusT Ha 00Jb, sI OBICTPO MOJHSUIACH M MOMYanach K YEPHOM CTEHE Jieca,
KpH4a, 4TO €CTh CUJIbI B THIIMHY AJa:

— Ilomorure! budponc! budponc! IMlomorn mue!.. Bo3MOXHO, KTO-TO B 3TOM YXKaCHOM
MECTE C YIUBICHHEM MPUCITYIIMBAJICA K ATUM >KaJJOOHBIM BOIUISIM M M3YMJISLICS, YTO 3TO MOTJIO
OBITh, HO MHE Ka3aJIOCh, UYTO KPUKHHU 51 Tpomye, budpoHc 00s13aTeNbHO YCIBIIAT MEHS

.— budponc!!! — eme cunpHe# 3akpuyana s 1 MOYyBCTBOBAJIA yJIap B CIIMHY.

* % * Budponc ycnpiman e€. ITo0 ObBUIO HEYTO HEOOBACHUMOE, IOXO0KEe Ha PE3KHui,
OOJIE3HEHHBI TOJYOK B rpyau. TpaBa HMcHyraHHO 3amena, KJIOHSCh K €ro HOraMm, KOrja 3TOT
HECJIBIILIMMBIA YXOM BOIUIb BCTPENEHYN €ro ayuly. /[eMoH modyBcTBOBAJI €€ CTpax, 0OpPEYEHHOCTh U
IIOYTH 3apEBEI OT CBOECH OECTIOMOIIHOCTH.

— Eme! ITo30Bu meHs eme!

CnuikoM OBICTPO BCE MPOM3OIUIO0, U AEMOHY HYKHO OBLIO, YTOOBI JEBYILKA XOTsI ObI eIle
OZIMH pa3 BbI3Bajia B HEM 3TOT BCIUJIECK, U Torma budponc obszarensHo Obl Haten ee. Ho nec cHoBa
3aTHX... IOCIEIHAA HalexK1a 000pBaiach.

— Konbse Muxanna! — Jlron BbIIIAET HEMHOTO MOMSITBIM U HEMHOIO HETPE3BbIM. — BBl
MEHS JOCTAJIU JI0 TITyOMHBI MOEH JAbsIBOJIBCKOU AyIm!

— MaHue HyxHa nomotis! Bpemst ve Tepniut, Jlron! — budponc, ¢ ropsummu OeieHbM OrHEV
rJ1a3aMu, CTOSII ITOCPEIN OOJIBINION TOCTHHOM JbSIBOJIA.

— @poHu, Bl BIMaTbiBaeTe MeHs! — JIrol BCKUHY BBEPX CBOU H3SIIHBIE KUCTU. — Maio
TOrO, 4TO A He Mory oOmarkcs ¢ CycaHHOHM, b0, KaK TOJCTHI MOHax-KamyluH H... — OH
npubnusuiics k budponcy u npomenTtan: — ... s cTajdl BOCOPUHUMATh 3TUX MPOKJISATHIX KEHIIMH
Kak yacTb Ama!

— Jlronu, MHe ceiluac HE 0 TBOMX JYLIEBHBIX Tep3aHuil! — budpoHc HeTepnennBo noaaen
HOCKOM carora ImycTyr OyThUIKY U3-110]1 BUHA, TOKPHITYIO TOJICTON MayTHHOM.

— Bo-ot! — JIron TKHYJ €ro najablieM B 3aTAHYTYIO0 KOXEW rpyab. — Bel mpocTo oxpenenu! A
— JIpsiBOJI, uepT MeHs aepu!

— To1 moitaens co MHOW? — BudpoHC TSKET0 U THEBHO B3JJOXHYI.

— Ilpoknsateie nemonbl! — Jlon NOpuHANICS HATATHBaTh IITAaHbL, ynal W MPOCTOHAI,
MOBOpaYMBasi CBOIO KPACHBYIO TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY AJMHHOTO, MPOHU3aHHOTO CBETOM (DaKEeNoB,
xopuaopy: — Kakas-uuOynp ajackas qpsiHb nputanmt MHe BuHa?!!! CoBceM pacmyCTHINCH... HY
HUYETO, 51 BO3bMYCH 32 BacC... CIIacy 3Ty BeJbMYy, coOOepy Bac BCEX U CKMHY B mpoBai Beunbsix Myk!
O-o... Het! 4 Bepny Bac Oty HaieMy HebecHoMy, mycTh BCTABUT BaM B 3a]1 apy MOJIHUA!!!

* % * JlouyTH MOTEPABIIYIO CO3HAHHUE OT CUJIIBHOTO yAapa, MEHs 3aTalllJIM B TYJIKOE, XOJIOAHOE
noMenieHne Sl gaxke He CTOHaja, 0OSICh PA303JUTH ITOTO KECTOKOTO JIEMOHA, JIMIIL BOpodYalia
rJ1a3aMu, MbITAACh OHATH, [JI€ HAXOXKYCh.

— To1 uTO, N30UIT ee? — 3HAKOMBI T0JIOC TPO3BYYaJl HEMPUATHO U KECTKO.



— Yro THI 31€CH Nenaeib, Yppyp? S xe ckazan, 4To mepemymal, U caMm BBITAIIly JEBYIIKY U3
3amka budponca. — neMoH G0JIBHO CKPYTHII MHE 3aIIsCThsl, YIEPKUBAsI UX OJTHON PYKOH.

Ypdyp??? Bpau, KOTOpbIil BbUICYNI MEHS, 3aMEIIaH B MOEM MOXUIIIEHUM ??7?

— 51 xo4y mpucCyTCTBOBarb NpH 3TOM IMpeBpamieHnu! Hukorma He BUIET HUYETO CTOJIb
YAUBUTEIBHOTO! — mpoumnen Ypdyp, U s yclblana ero npuoamxkaronmecs maru. — OH XoTen
ATOrO, 1 EMY 3TO MPEIOCTABIIO.

OHu faxe He CKPBIBAIM TOT0, YTO XOTEJH CAENAaTh CO MHOW — 3HAYUT, 1 00peyeHa.

— Xopomo. Kak xodemms, — IeMOH €O IIpaMOM CXBATWJI MEHS 3a BOJIOCHI W IOTSHYI
Ha3ag. — OHa OyzeT NpeKpacHbIM IIBETKOM.

Ypdyp kuBHYI, Ha €ro 6e3ri1a30M JIMLEe HE IPOMEIbKHYI0 HU OJHOW SMOLIHH.

— IIpuxonm 3aBTpa. 4 X04y OTIAOXHYTb.

— Sl mpuay, Kak TOJIbKO JIyHa crupsiueTcs 3a 3amkoMm Jlrouudepa.

Ypdyp ABUHYICS K BBIXOAY, @ MEHS MOTAIMIIN 110 CKOJIB3KUM I0JIaM BIVIYOb 3TOTO CTPAIIHOTO
MecTa, B KOTOPOM JUIsl MEHA YK€ ObLT TOATOTOBJIEH IPO0, HAITOJTHEHHBIN 3eMIIeH. . .

Sl aOcoNIOTHO HHMYEro HE BHUAENIA B 3TOM TEMHOTE, U MHE Ka3ajloch, OyATO S HAX0XYCh B
BaKyyMe: 0€33By4HOM, MYJIbCUPYIOLLEM IPOCTPAHCTBE.

Haxonen ckpuriHyina ABEpPb, U MEHS BTOJIKHYIH B KaKOE€-TO MOMEIICHUE, XOTs 3Ta y:KacHas
TeMHOTa ObUTa JJii MEHS OJHUM IIeJbiM. S| ymasa Ha MOKpBIM, CKOJB3KHH IMOJI U TPOMKO
BCKpPUKHY/IA, YYBCTBYS [IOJI PYKaMU TO JIU MAJICHbKUX 3M€EH, TO JIM YEPBEH, KOTOPbIE U3BUBAIHUCH U
MIPOCAYNBAINCH MEXKIY NaJbLIAMH.

— 3amMonun! — AEMOH ylapuil MEHs IO JIMIY, ¥ MO IIEKa 3aropenach orueM. Temmas KpoBb
OpbI3HYJIa U3 HOCA U TIOJIMJIACh K Ty0aM, HECSI COJICHBIN BKYC KHU3HU... HJIX CMEPTHU?

— Te1 nomxuaa Momyare! [Ipocto Mmonyars! — BTOpOUM yap 3acTaBUJI MEHS 3aXpuIeTb. MHe
MoKasajuioch, OyAIToO MOU pebpa Tpemar, Kak cyxue JpoBa. — S Mory caenarb u3 TeOs jauany!
Xoyenis?

OTO LMINEHUE 3By4alo OTOBCIOAY, OOBOJAKMBAJIO MO3T M 3aCTaBIsUI0 MEHS KOPYUTHCA OT
CTpaxa, UICTEPUYHO BCXJIMNBIBAS U MSUISICh B TEMHOTY.

— 3Haellb, Kak 3T0? — OH 3acMesuics. — S ciaomaro Tede Bce KOCTH, U Thl OyJIelih TOX0Ka Ha
nJeTyumiics ctedens! ApoMaTHas U HEKHAs!, CJIOBHO J103a BUHOIPAJa. . .

Eme onuH ynap npumesncs npsMo B )KHUBOT, U S yliaja Ha CIIMHY, YK€ HE B CHJIAX CIICPKUBATh
BOILIb OOJIH.

— 4 cka3an Tebe — 3aMoa4aTh! — JEMOH CXBaTHJI MEHS 3@ BOJIOCHI M IIPUHSUICS XJIECTATh 110
JUIy. — 3aTKHUCH, KAJIKAS APSHB!

Mos rosioBa MOTasIach U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, a KOXKa HAa I0JIOBE, Ka3aJIoCh, OTCIanBalach
BMecCTe ¢ BosiocaMu. [71a3a MOM MPUBBIKJIM K TEMHOTE, U S Y’K€ MOIVIa BUJIETh 00Jiee CBETJIOE MATHO
B TOM Me€CT€, IJie ObUT BBIXO/I.

S cobpana Bce CBOM CHUJIbI B CAMBIX TaHBIX 3aKOYJIKAX CBOEIO CO3HAHUS U OCJIENUJIa CBOETO
MYy4HUTElIsd, TOYHO TAK ke, Kak U budpoHca, moHUMAs, YTO 3TO MPOUIUTCSA OUYEHb HE J0JTO.

— AX TbI, TBaps!!! — NEMOH MOYTH B3BBUI OT SIPOCTH, 4 sI KHHYIACh K CEPEIOUIEMY MSATHY
OTKPBITOU ABEPH.

[Ioutn pyxHYB B TEMHOTY 4Y€pe3 HECKOJBKO IIAroOB, S MOHSJA, YTO JIEYYy BHU3 CO CTYIICHEH,
o0upasi JIOKTH 0 KaMHH. ["ocroin, Hy moyeMy ke TaKk TeMHO???

B HOC ymapun 3amax ChIpOCTH, W s 3aMETWJIa €/1Ba Pa3JIMYMMBbIE MOKAYWBAHUS BETBEM B
MPOEME, KOTOPBIA MassurJI B METPE OT MEHS, HO 5 YK€ 3HaJla, YTO HE BBIIY B HETO HUKOT/IA.

— Bcrapaii, psiHb! — MeHsI, Kak KyKJIy AepHYyJIu BBepX. — S ke npeaynpexaan Teos!



XpycT JTOMaeMOl pyKH 3axJeCTHYI MOW Bomib. OTOWMBAsCh OT CTEH, OH B3JIETEN BBEPX W
pactBOopuJIcs B TeMHOTE. Kak u 1...

Ho cnacuTtenbHbIil Mpak HE CMOT YAep:KaTh MEHsI HAaCTOJBKO JIOJITO, YTOOKI 51 HE YyBCTBOBaja
ATy YKacHyI0 00Jib. 3HAKOMBIE 3alaxyd U KOIIMapHOE MPUCYTCTBUE JIEMOHA BEPHYIUCH KO MHE C
YCTPAIIAOIIEN CTPEMUTEIBHOCTBIO.

— Xorena u30aBUTHCS OT MEHA, MOTEPSIB CO3HaHUE? — 3acMesuICs OH, U MHE I0Ka3aJioCh,
YTO 5 cenyac ympy ot crpaxa. — He-eT... BCE€ TOIIBKO HaYNHAETCH. ..

— Orongu ot Hee!!!

S moutu 3apeigana, ycablmas rojoc budponca, naxe crpamsas 0016 B pOpax U CJIOMaHHOM
pYKe, OTOIINIa Ha BTOPOH TIJIaH, YCTYITMB MECTO OOJIETYCHHUIO U MPAKTUYECKUA BOCTOPTY.

BcenbixHynn SpKUAM CBET, U 1 COLLypHUJIACh, ¢ TPYIOM pa3JICIIUB PECHUILIBI C 3aCOXIIEN HAa HUX
KpoBbIO. Bo3yie orpoMHBIX Kene3HbIX aBeper crostt budponc, a uyrs noonans — Jlrouudep. On
pacTepsiHHO CMOTpPEN MO CTOPOHAM, HO, KOT/Ia €r0 YMCTbhIN, TOIYOOH B3IJIA yIIepcsi B MEHS U1 MOETO
My4uTelIsd, OPOBU JIbSBOJIA TTOTOJI3JIH BBEPX.

budpoHCc KHUHYICA KO MHE, U €ro JIUIO IMOTEMHEIO OT THEBA IIPU BUJE MOET0 M3yBEUEHHOIO
tesia. OH MOJIHUEHOCHO YIAPWJI AEMOHA CO IPAaMOM, U TOT KYBBIPKHYIJICS C JIECTHULBI, BCE €IIE HE
NpUJA B c€0sl OT 3TOTO HEOXKHUITAHHOTO BU3UTA.

— ®poHu, HE TPOoXKb ero! — mpenocreperatonie kKpukHyn Jlrouudep. — Tombko s Mory
YUHUTH IpaBocyaue!!!!

budpoHc mnomxsarun MeHs Ha PYKH, M s MOYYBCTBOBajlda, KaK OH JPOXKMUT...OllylieHue
BCEIOMVIOIAIONIETO0 CYacThd M OE3yMHOrO0 BOCTOpra OXBaTHUJIO MEHS, U 5 MpOLIeNTala, eje
pa3MbIKas CIUIILIHAECS TYObI:

— Ilouemy Tak monro?...

budpoHc Bech HaNpsIrcs, U €ro MyCKYJbl CTAJIA MOYTH CTAIbHBIMMU.

— Sl uyTh HE yMep... OT cTpaxa 3a TeO4. ..
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* * * BudpoHC oIyl 3Ty CTPaHHYIO JIPOKb, OXBAaTUBIIYIO €TI0 TEJI0, U HE TOHUMAJ, YTO C
HUM TPOUCXOAUT. DTOT CTpaX, BOJHEHUE, >KeJaHWEe yOMBaTh, HEKHOCTh... HEXHOCTh? AICKHIA
KOKTEWJIb.

OH moHUMAaJ, YTO TPUYMHUI 3710 3TOW JEBYIIKE, OH ObUI BUHOBar B TOM, 4YTO C HEH
CIIy4UJIOCh, M JIEMOH YK€ 3HaJI, 4YTO JIOJDKEH BEpHYTh ApPUHY B €€ MUDP U 3a0bITh 0 Heil. HaBcerna.
CnuiikoM MHOTO 4yBCTB. CIUIIIKOM MHOTO OOJIH.

OHa Tak HEXHO MpPHXXUMalach K HEMY, OH OIIyIaj, Kak JOBEPUYMBO OBETCS €€ cepille, U
nbUTall, KaK aJCKWi TOPWU30HT, HO M3MEHHUTH cBoe pemeHue oH He Mor. Cepaine budponca
HCTEKAJ0 KPOBBIO TMPHU BUJIE €€ paH, U OH ObUI TOTOB pacTep3arb KOro YroAHO, €clii Obl He

Jrorudep.
— MHe Hy)XHa ero KpoBb... — mpolentana ApuHa, u budpoHc HarHyscs k ee ryoam.
— Yto?
— MHe Hy)XHa KpOBb 3TOT0, — JCBYIIIKa KUBHYNA Ha JIcoHapia v moTepsijia CO3HaHUE.
— S monsn, — 3aperaan budpoHc U, OCTOPOKHO MepeaaB ACBYNIKY ommapameHHoMy Jlroy,

NOAOLIET K IEMOHY.

Jleonapp yxe BCTal M HCIIOAJIO0bs] CMOTpEI Ha mpubmuxkarorierocs budponca.

— 41 He moHuMaro, yTo npoucxomuT! Thl XOTE€N LHBETOK — S 3aHUMAKOCh 3TUM. UTO He Tak?!
Jlrorudep, oObICHU MHE. ..

— 777 — nwsBon nokocuiics Ha ApuHy. — TbI NpUTAIMI MHE B IOM PacTe€HUE U3 Tpymna!
TBI TOHMMaEIb, YTO S ceiaro ¢ To0oun?!

— 9710 He Tpyn! — JleoHapa npuHsICsA OTCTYnaTh OT budpoHca, moka He ynepcs B CTEHY.

— Moxer, s U XOTeJl IIBETOK, HO pa3Be s MPOCHUII TeOs MpoOUpaThCsl B MOM JIOM U MOXUIIATH
TO, YTO MPUHAICKUT MHE?! — MPOLIMIIEN IE€MOH, IOCTaBasi M3-3a Nosca KPUBOU HOXK.

— Mens nomnpocun Ypdyp!

— Cuubl Ana! — BockinkHyn JIon U CHOBa NMOKOCHUIICS Ha AEBYIIKY, KOTOPYIO AEp>Kal Ha
pykax. — OTOT 6€3IJ1a3blii KOHOBAJ U CIOJIa TPUJIOKHII CBOIO pyKy!!!

JleoHap/ MOHSUL, YTO BPSJ JIU €My YAACTCS YUTU Oe3HaKa3aHHBIM, U 0OpaTUIIC K AbsIBOJY, HE
ciyckas ria3 ¢ budponca.

— Mot rocnoguH, s BCEro JUIb IMOKajeuyusl cMepTHy. C KakuxX MOp 3TO CUYUTAETCSA
npecryniaeHueM B Any???

— M-Mm-M, — #AbsiBON TOKOcWJIcS Ha budpoHca u momkaruna cBoM MpeKpacHbIe Ia3za. —
®poHu, Tel MHE TOporo 0oxoauibest! UTo, mo-TBOEMYy, 5 TOJDKEH €My CKa3aTh?

Jromudep HaxMypuiIcs, MPUKYCHI Ty0y, a TOTOM Ba)KHO 3asBUJI:

— UYToO0BI THl HE COBEPII, i MPOIAal TeOsd, a 3a TO, YTO MPHUBOJIOK KO MHE B JOM 3TOT
LBETOK, KapaeIbCsl KPOBBIO.

JleoHap M3yMJIEHHO CMOTpEJ Ha HETO, HE TOHUMAsl, YTO BOOOILE MPOUCXOIUT, U 33 YTO €ro
IPOCTHUIIH.

— @ponu, 6epu ThI yxKe€ 3Ty KpoBb, U moiaem orciona! Hy, yecTHoe ciioBO, KaKk B JCIIEBBIX
nbecax!!!

[Toxumas 3amok Jleonapna, budponc maxxe He oOepHYICS Ha SPOCTHO CTOHYIIETO JIEMOHA,
KOTOPOMY OH C yIOBOJILCTBHEM MPOTKHYN IIEI0, M HaOpaj KPoBH B cepeOpsHbIid KyOok. Jlrorudep
nepenan emy Apuny, u budponc ¢ GecrokoiicTBOM OTMETHJI, YTO JEBYIIKAa TaK W HE MPHUIILIA B



CO3HaHUeE.

— Ei1 nyxeH Bpau, — JI1o1[ BCKOUMI Ha JIOMIAh U OPE3MIMBO CKPUBHUIICA, TSI HAa KYOOK C
KPOBBIO. — JlepKu 3Ty rajocTh noAanbuie OT MeHs. MEeHsI MyTUT.

— Kpome VYpdypa B Anxy ceituac HeTr Bpaua, — budpoHC NpOH3UTENBHO MOCMOTpPEN Ha
JIroma. — Uctienu. Tel MOXeNb.

— A? — JIron noep3an B cemyie. — MHe TSHKEN0 3TUM 3aHUMAThCS, ThI )K€ 3Haelb Oponu!
BCE-TakM He aHreln yxke, 1 He ['ocrions bor. XoTs 3T0 1 00MAHO, KOHEUHO.

— JIro, s mpotiry TeOsl.

— Jlagno. Jlagno!!! — npsiBON clie3 ¢ JioIaAW M, OTIIATHYBIIMCh OT KyOKa C KPOBBIO,
MOJIOKUJ PYKH Ha rojioBy Apunbl. — KcTtatu, a 3a4em 3Ta rajjoctb?

— 41 He 3Haro, JeBylIKa MONPOCHUIIA.

— Hy, s10 g cabmman. Kakas kpoBoxxaaHas, — JIom OTAEpHYI OT JAEBYLIKH DPYKU U
ckpuBuiics. — Kak e s He J1ir00:110 9TO Jienath!!!
— Hy uT0? — budpoHc BHHMaTEIbHO MOCMOTpPEN B OJIEIHOE, OKPOBABIEHHOE JIMIIO

ApuHbl. — OHa HE IPUXOJUT B COZHAHHUE.

— IIpuget. Opranu3M BOCCTaHABIMBAETCS, — AbSIBOJI CHOBA B300paJsICs Ha JIOIIAAb U HATSHYI
noBojbsl. — CeroJiHs st Oymy MuTh, a 3aBTpa MoxXopoHto CycaHHy.

OH npuIIopus KOHS M yMYaJscCsl B TEMHBIN JIEC, OCTABUB JIEMOHA HAEAMHE CO CBOMM CYACThEM
WJIA TOPEM. ..

* % % 4] cnoBHO MUIBLIA MO HEOy HA HeBecOMOM oOjiauke. MHe ObUIO JIETKO M XOPOIIO, KaK B
netctBe. Ho korma B Moe Oia)keHHOE COCTOSIHUE CTall MPOPHIBATHCSI BOCIOMUHAHUS, 1 HUCITYTAHHO
BCKpPUKHYJa W OTKpbUIA [Jla3a, OXHJas, 4YTO ceHyac OKYHYCh B VYKAacHYI0 OO0JIb CBOETrO
ucrep3aHHoro tena. Ho HeT, MHe Bce Take ObLIO JIETKO U MPUATHO.

A omynana cebs pykaMH — HHUKaKUMX HENPHUATHBIX OLIyIIEHWH. Sl omisaenach M 3aKycuia
ryOy: budponc nexan y MeHs B HOTax, 3aKUHYB PYKHU 3a TOJIOBY, U CIlaJl CJIOBHO MJIaJICHEII. . .

Ero xecTkoe MO C KOJIOYMM IMOAOOPOIKOM CeHYac BBINISAJENIO CIOKOMHBIM M MO-JIETCKU
OTKpPBITBIM. ByITO 3TO HE OH OBUI HEMBICIMMO JAJIEKUM CYILECTBOM, IEPBbIM, KOro co3naai bor u
MEPBbIM, KOI'O OH HM3BEPr. DbBUIO BO BCEM A3TOM UYTO-TO HEPEAIBHOE, YKACHO JPEBHEE H
MPUTATATEeNIbHOE, JKUBYILEE TJI€-TO HACTOJIBKO JalieKO OT OOBIYHOTO MHpPA, YTO MEHS 3aTOIUIIA
YyBCTBA, [TOXOKHE Ha 0JIArOrOBEHHE NEPE] 3TUM CYIIECTBOM Ha MOPOT BBIIIE MOEro OPEHHOIO Tella
Y IPUMUTUBHOTO pa3yMma.

— ToI pasraapiBacib MEHs?

3a CBOMMU Pa3MBIIUICHUAMH S JaKe HE 3aMeTuIIa, 9To brudpoHC OTKPHUT I1a3a U HAOIIOIaeT
3a MHOM.

— Jla, MHE UHTEPECHO.

— Y10 nMEHHO?

— TBos npupozaa. Tel — yHUKAJIEH.

— O Her, — budpoHc nepeBepHyics HAOOK M MPOBEN MAJbLIAMU IO MOEW HOre, OTYErO 5
YyTh HE 3allHINAJIa OT YAOBOJILCTBUS. — YHHKaJIbHa — Thl. CaMoOe yIMBHUTENbHOE co3/1anue bora,
HaIlOJJHEHHOE YyBCTBAMU, KEJIAHUEM, COCTPaJlaHUEM U BOJIEH, HAM 3TOTr0 HE JIaHO.

— MHe kaxxeTcs, Thl OIMOacIIhCs.

Hamm B3misiapl 3aenINCh APYr 3a Apyra, U Ka3ajloch, AK€ COIPOTHHUCH ceryac AJ, MbI HE
OTBeJleM I1aza. buppoHc MeaneHHo MogHsICS U, 00XBaTUB MOE€ JIMI[0 CBOUMH OOJIBIIMMHU pyKaMu,
MPUKOCHYIICS K MOUM ryboam. M3 ero pra BbIpBaJiCs TUXUH CTOH, U 3TO BO30YIUIO MEHS CUJIbHEE,
yeM camasi OTKpOBEHHas Jiacka. 1 mpukanach K HeMY, BAbIXas 3alax MY)KCKOTO Tejla M Kenas



MNPOJUIUTh 3TO MTHOBEHHE, YTOOBbI HABCETAA OCTABUTH ATOT0 MYXYHMHY M €r0 apoMar B CBOEM
cepaue.

JleMOH cnerka mnomajncs BIEpEel, HAKJIOHSS MEHS, U Mbl yINalli Ha KpOBaTh, CTPACTHO
CIUIETAsACh TeJaMH, CTapasCh KaKk MOXHO IIIy0O)Ke BIABUTHCS APYr B JApyra, CpacTUCh KOXeH U
BCEMU €€ TTOPaAMU.

— Vir meus. Tu pro me. (Moii yenoBek. Tbl co3/1aH 71t MEHS).

budpoHc mienTam MHE HEMOHSTHBIE CJIOBAa, HO S TMOHMMAlla UX JpoKallee 3HaYeHUeE,
MYypalllKaMu MpoOUpasiCh MO 1Iee, OHU MOKAJIBIBATU MO KOXKY FOPSIYUM JIbIXaHUEM.

S maxke He 3aMeTHIa, KaK OKa3ajlach OOHAXKEHHOW M MPOCTO 3aCTOHAJA OT OIIYIICHUS «KOXKa
K KOXe», TpeOysl OT HEero O0JbIIEro, YTOObI OH 3aMOJIHIII MTYCTOTY BO MHE U YCIIOKOMJ 3TOT TOJIO],
KOTOPBIA OXBaThIBAJI MEHS OT IPUKOCHOBEHUM JEMOHA. ..

Korna oH Bomien B MeHsI, C)KUMasi TPYIpb U MOKYChIBasi COCKU, MHE TTOKA3aJIOCh, YTO 51 YMpPY OT
HaCJIAKACHUs, HO, IIsiasl Ha auio budpoHca, moxoxkero B 3TOT MOMEHT Ha aHresa, s MoHsJIa, 4To
OH yXe€ ymep. YMmep Juisl TOTO, YTOOBI CTaTh TEM, KTO HEC MEHS Ha JPOXKAIMX pyKax, a Tenepb C
TPENETOM JACKAJI MOE TEJIO.

Hacnaxxnenue Hakaruiao Ha HACc ONHOM MOIIHOM BOJIHOM, JEMOH 3apblyall, U €ro Ijasa
3aropesinch, BBIJIECKHMBAsi BECh 3TOT CBET Ha MeHs. S 3akmypuiack W oOxBaTuiia ero Imero. S
YyBCTBOBaJIA MPOILIAHUE.

MpI nexany Mojuya Ha IIMPOKOM KpOBarH, OOHSABIIMCH TaK KPEMKO, UTO 5 YK€ HE pasziuyaia
rJie MOU PYKH U HOTH, a rae budponca.

— 3adem Tebe kpoBb JIeonapaa?

DTOT BOINPOC 3aCTABUJI MEHS B3IpPOTHYTh OT PE3KOro BoclioMUHaHus. ['ocriou, KpoBb!

— Sl xouy cmactu Ty OemHyro AeByliKy B cany Jlromudepa! — s cena u mocMmoTpena Ha
JIEMOHA, KOTOPBIA MPUHSIICS MOTJAXKUBATh MO0 MOSACHUILY. — ThI MOMOXENb MHE?

— He nmonumaro, 4emM Thl MOKENb NOMOYb €i? MHe KaXXeTCs, OHA MEPTBA.

— Her, oHa cama cka3ana MHe.

— Kak 370 oHa cama ckazana? — budpoHc naxxe npuBcTa, 3arisIbBas MHE B JHUIIO.

S pacckazana eMy O TeX OIIYILIEHUSAX, YTO HcHbITala B camy y Jliouudepa, BuIeHUsIX,
HamaBIIMX Ha MEHS, KaK CTas TOJIONHBIX CO0aK W O MPOChOE JMEBYIIKH, KAaK-TO CyMEBIICH
npoOpaThcsi B MO MO3T.

— Ho, Bo3MoOXkHO, yxke 1no3aHo, — budponc oOHsn meHs 3a mieun. — Jlron ckazanm MHeE
BUEpa, YTO CETOAHS MOXOPOHUT IIBETOK.
— Het! — s Bckoumnsia ¢ KpoBaTH M MPUHsIACh HaTATMBarh Ha ce0s omexay. — IloegeM k

Hemy! [loxanyiicra!
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** % Jlrony! — budponc 3aapan roioBy u CHOBa 3akpuyval BBepx. — Jlrorr!

— Heyxenu MbI HE ycnenu, — ApuHa 4yTh HE IUIaKajia, U AEMOH ObLI FOTOB clelaTh BCE,
YTOOBI CJIe3bI OOJIBIIIE HUKOTIA HE MOSABUJINCH HA 3TOM HEKHOM Jinunke. — Kak xe Tak?!

— JIrou! — 3apeBeit OH, U pa3HOLUBETHHIE BUTPAXKU B OKHAX MPEIYIPEKIIAOLIE 33 IPOKAIH.

— l'ocnonuH B cagy, — M3 TEMHOIO KOpuJopa OECIIyMHO IMOKa3aJcid JIEMOH C YEPHBIMU
rjia3aMu, B KOTOPBIX HE ObUIO BUJIHO U KAIIM OeJKa.

— Cnacu6o, Xpauutenb, — budpoHc cxBaTuil IEBYyIIKY 3a PyKy U HOTSHYJI MUMO HEro. —
Mps1 HaBeCcTHM €r0.

JIeMOH-XpaHUTEIb MPOBEN HAC JIEASHBIM B3IJIJI0M U CHOBA PACTBOPUJIICA B TEMHOTE.

— Kro »3T0? — mpomenTana AeByllka, Kpemue cxkumas pyky budponca. — Takoit
XOJOIHBIN. . .

— Oto Xpanutenp 3amka Jlroumdepa um ero miaBHbIM Ka3Hauel. Bup y Hero JOBOJIBHO
CTPOTHUI, HO HAa CaMOM JIeJie OH MTPOCTO XOJIOJIHBIN, KaK MEpTBas pbloa.

— Y MeHs MOpO3 IO KOXKE OT HETO.

— 31€Ch MHOTO TaKUX JTUYHOCTEN.

OHH OCTaHOBWJIMCH BO3JIE JBEPHU B CaJl, U IEMOH JIETOHBKO TOJIKHYI €€.

— JIron?

— S 3nece @poHU, roTOB IPOCTUTHCS ¢ CyCaHHOM. . .

JIro11 cuzen BO3Jie BETKA U MUJI BUHO IIPSMO U3 TOPJIBIIIKA OYTHUIKH.

— EIMHCTBEHHOE CYIIECTBO, KOTOPOE BCETIa BCTPEYAIO MEHS, HECMOTPSI HA MOE HaCTPOCHUE,
MOIO BJIACTh U MOTYIIECTBO, HECMOTPS HA TO, KTO S €CTh.

ApuHa M3BIIEKJA U3-TOJ MOJIbl TJIAIllA CEPEOPSIHBINM KYOOK M BBIIJIECHYIA KPOBb MOJ CaMo
pactenue, oryero Jlromudep n3yMIeHHO yCTaBUIICS Ha HEe.

— TbI 4TO TBOPUILIB, BEAEMA?

B smmke uwaBkHymo. I'pomMko u orBparutenbHO. Jlronmdep OBICTPO MOCMOTpPEN Tyna H
BBIPYTAJICSL:

— Konbe Muxaunia, 4To, 4epT BO3bMH, TPOUCXOIUT? !

budpoHc ToXe OTHPSHYI OT SIMKA, IJIe MPOUCXOAWJIO HeuTto cTpaHHoe. KpoBb Jleonapna
CTajla My3bIPUTHCS U IMIETh IMOJ M3SIHBIM CTEOJIEeM LBETKA, M3 3€MJIM MOMOJ3IU JOXKJICBbIC
YEpBU, IJUHHBIMU JICHTAMU CBEHIMBAsCh JO CAMOTrO I0Jia, a ¢ KPacHuBOTro OyTOHa MOCKINAIUCH
JIETIECTKHU, MEJJICHHO omajas Ha canoru Jlrona.

— Uto mpoucxomut?! — ronyOBIe Tia3a AbSBOJIA BCIBIXHYIM BOMCTUHY aJICKUM OTHEM. —
MHe He HpaBATCS TaKue MPOUCIIECTBHUS B MOeM Any!

A budponc m ApuHa Cc yKacoM M BOCXUIICHHMEM HaOIIONANM, KaKk CTEOJM IIBETKA
MPEBPAILIAIOTCS B KPACHBBIE JKEHCKME KOHEUHOCTH, HMCMadykaHHble 3emiieid. Korma mnociennuit
JIETIECTOK 3aKPYKHUJICS B BO3/IyXE, E€PE]l HUMHU CTOsUIA JIEBYIIKA C JJIMHHBIMUA TEMHBIMHU BOJIOCAMH,
MPUKPBIBAIOIIMMHU €€ HAroTy, KaK MOKPHIBAJIO.

— boxuit nepct MHe B 3aa! — BbIIOXHYN JItorudep u gonun conepkuMoe OyThUIKK OJHUM
riaotkoM. — He-eT, Bcro boxxpro giann!

JleBylika MocMOTpeIia Ha HErO U BAPYT IJTFOHYJIA IPSMO B €0 KPaCUBOE JIMIIO.

— AX TbI, BEYHO HOIOIIASA CKOTUHA! DTO MO TBOEH MUJIOCTH I TOpPYAJIa B 3TOM SIIIMKE CTOJIBKO
BpeMeHU !



budpoHCc maxke pot pasuHyIl OT MPOUCXOIAIIETO, HO, KOT/AA 3BYK MOIICYHHBI PE3aHY BO3IYX,
OH MPOCTO 3aKPBLI T71a3a, Mpsya 3a co00il ApuHy.

— HakoHen-to s cMoria J0TAHYThCS 10 TBOEUW KpacuBoil Mop/ibl!!!

budpoHc 3acMesuics. ApuHa oxHyIa.

— S ceifyac yero-to He MOHsI, BEYHO HOMOIMAsA cKoTMHA 3T0 — s?!!! — peB Jlromudepa
noJioMal SIIMK, U BCSl 3eMJIsl BBICKINANach Ha JibsiBosia. — Hy, Bce!..

N3sHas KUCTh JbsIBOJIA, YHU3aHHAS TMEPCTHSMH, MOTSHYIACh K JEBYIIKE, HO OHA BJAPYT
MOKAuHYJach U CTaja MEJJICHHO OcCelarh, Tepsisi co3HaHue. Jlronudep moaxBarui €€ U MeIJICHHO
nmoBepHYyIcs kK budponcy.

— ®poHu, — yrposkaroliie MpoImIesa OH, ero OJeqHOe JUI0 CTaNO ele OneaHee. — ITO Thl
3aMopounsl MHe ToJjioBy 3TuMu IiBetamu! S mpoctro mobun Cycanny! A uyrto temepn?! Mmue!
Camomy Carane! [1ntoHynu B U110, OTBECUIIU MOIIEUMHY U 0003Basi CKOTHHOM! Kak Thl TyMaelib,
g 3110Ch? !

— BooOuie-to 3to JleoHapa momapuil BaM 3TOT LIBETOK, — MHUCKHYIa ApHHA W3-3a CIHHBI
budpoHca, 1 TOT pacnpaBul IIJI€4YH, 3aKpbIBas €e.
— 3amoiiuu, MaieHbkas BeapMa! — JIIOIl TONMHYIT HOTrOW, HEpBHUYAs KaK pPEOCHOK, U

HaxMypuiics s Ha budponca. — ToI ceitvac 3akpeiBaeib ee oT MeHs?! O-o0, Hebmaronapubie!!!

JleBymika Ha pykax Jlrora cnabo 3actoHana, u budponc kanuisiHy.

— Jlrow, AeByllKe MIOX0, OHA TOJIBKO YTO CTaJIa YEJIOBEKOM U LIETYI0 BEYHOCTH CIIyllaia TBOU
IOyUIEBHBIC U3JIMBAHUS,

— Yto?!! — nABABON PBIKHYJ HAa JI€MOHA M TYT K€ MOCMOTpPEN Ha cBow Homry. — O-o,
CycaHHa...

— Ee HeMeJIEeHHO HY)KHO BEPHYTh Ha 3€MJIIO.

Bce pe3ko o0epHyIuCh Ha 4yXO0H roJioc U ¢ U3yMJICHUEM YCTaBUIUCh Ha JIeoHap/a, CTOSIIETO
B JIBEPSIX.

— YTo0 THI 3/1€CH Aenaciib?! — IbSBOJ ObUI 30J1 U METajl TPOMbI U MOJHHHU. — 37ECh UTO,
MPOXOJIHOM ABOP?!

— Omna ciaumkoMm ciaba, €e HY)KHO BEpHYTh B IMPHUBBIYHYIO Cpely OOMTaHMs, MHAue OHa
ympeT, — JIeoHap 1 MOKJIOHUJICS U TIOBEPHYIICS] KO BCEM CIUHOM, HAMEpeBasCh MOKUHYTH cal. — S
XOTEJ IOMOYb.

— OT0 mnoxBaibHO, — JIto1 1O0BOJIBHO YIbIOHYICS. — IloXBambHO, YTO THI JIOOUIL U
yBa)aellb CBOETO MECCUPA, IEMOH.

— be3Mepno, — JleoHap CHOBaA MOKJIOHUJICS U BBILIEIL.

— XUTpbIM MPOUA0Xa, — ABABOJI IOCMOTPEIN Ha JeBylIIKY. — Kak kainp, 4TO HaM mpuaercs
MOMPOIIATHCS.

budpoHc moHsN, YTO HAcTal MOMEHT paccrtaBaHus ¢ ApuHoil. OH OoOjbIlle HUKOTJA HE
NPpUYUHUT il 6osu. OHM neperianyauch ¢ Jromom, u budpoHc B ocienHuit pasz cxain pyKy CBoe
JIFOOMMOM KEHIIMHEL

* % Tocnomgu, Apuna! Most neBouka!

S pacnaxnyna riasza u, yBujeB ['any, Bce eie uckana B3risaaom budponca.

— I'ne on? I'me?..

— Kto muimaga? KTto? — TeTka 1miakaja ¥ IiIauia MeHs 110 TOJIOBE.

— Mo neMoH...

— T'ocrionu, TeI 4TO roBOpHIIL? — ['ala MpUKpbUIA PYKOM POT M CTPENbHYIA B3IIAIOM B
CTOPOHY.



S moBepHyna TOJOBY W yBHjaeNda BaHmy, CXKUMAaBIIYI0O XPYNKHE IUICYH HANPSHKEHHBIMU
nanbiaMu. OH BepHYyJI MeHs ToMOU. OH OTKa3ajcs OT MEHSI.

— I'ne To1 ObuTa, Muslag? — Banja Toxe npucena psaaoM, U s TOYYyBCTBOBAJIAa €€ MPOXJIAIHYIO
PYKY Ha CBOEH IIEKe.

— B Any, — mpomenTana s ¥ OTBEpHYIach K CT€HE, HE B CHJIaX pa3roBapHBarTh H3-3a
BHE3aIMHON 00JIM, CHKaBIIEH MOIO TPY/Ib.

— ApuHa, 1eTOYKa, pacCKakXu 4To MPOU30LLI0 ¢ TOO0M? UTo OH cnenan?

— OH npocTo T100UIT MEHS, IPOCTO JTFOOUIL. ..

MHe cHUIIMCH CHBI, T€ MbI ObUTH BJIBOEM, U f IJIaKaja, KOrJa cYacThe MPeBpallaioch B 00JIb.
Mowu cumbl ucuesnu, HO MHE ObUTO BCE PABHO, U TETKU CXOAMJIUA C yMa OT OECIOKONCTBA, TOHUMA,
YTO CO MHOW TPOUCXOAAT YyxkacHble Bemm. JIr000OBb K JeMOHY HOaxke cama 1o cebe Obuia
pa3pylUTEIbHOW U MEJIEHHO CBOJMJIA MEHSI C yMa, CTAHOBACH BCE CUJIbHEE. Sl He X0oTesia HU O YeM
AyMarhb, BCE MBICIIH ObUIH UL 0 brudpoHce, OMUH TONBKO pa3 s BCIIOMHIIIA JIEBYIIKY — IIBETKA U
yasiOHynack. UHTEepecHo, rae oHa ceiiuac? Kusa nu?

Ocenb Bce Oouibllie paszeBaja AEpeBbs, U MACMYypPHBIM, TOKUIMBHIM BEUEpPOM s BBIIUIA Ha
YIIWILY, BTSITUBAast B c€0s CHIPOM BO3yX U BCIIOMHUHAsS JOXKIM Ana. beiio Tuxo u 6€3BETPEHHO, THXO
OTaJiajiv MOCJEIHUE JINCThs, KaKk OyMayKHbIe KOpaOJIMKu, KpyxKa B Bo3ayxe. M Tyt 3a moell ciuHon
3amesl amyleT, 3BeHs CepeOpsHbIMU KOJIOKOJBKIMKAaMH. TETKM IOBECHJIM HOBBIM, U BOT OH
cpaloTai, mpeaynpexaas 0 TocTe.

— budponc! — s pe3ko odbepHynach U ¢ y:kacoM OTIIATHYJIAChk OT Oe3raa3oro auna Ypdypa.

— Her, He yranana. 3To BCero Juub 5.

— 3adyeM Tbl TpUINEN? — s YYyBCTBOBaJla €r0 HEHABUCTh, W JIaBHO 3a0BITHIM CTpax
BCTPEIIEHYJICS B MOEU AyIle.
— Bor Takoil 4 370mMaMATHBIM, — TMPOIIENTAl OH, HE JBUrasch C MECTa, HO 3TO €ro

CIIOKOMCTBHE ObUTO0 OOMaHYMBBIM. — bupoHC AOOUIICS TOTO, UYTO MEHS U3THAIIA B CaMble TallbHUE
Kpas Azla, U Tenepb MHE MPUXOAUTCS JE€YUTh HU3IIMX CYILIECTB, U ATO IOCIE TOTO, KaK s CTal
CaMbIM IJIaBHBIM BPa4uOM MPEUCIIOIHEM.

— Sl Huyero He cnenana tebe.

— Her, HO TBI KOCBEHHO BHHOBAaTa BO BCEM, YTO IPOMU3OIUIO, M IOATOMY S PELINI
YHUUTOXUTH T€0A. YTOOBI yCIOKOUTH CBOM 00MABL. S ObLT yIOCTOEH IpyxObl ¢ budpoHcom, a Thl
paspyimiia Bce, — Yp(yp craenan mar Ko MHe, U s 3aKpudaiia, HaJesCh Ha MOMOIb TETOK. — OHH
crsT 0ecpoOyIHBIM CHOM, U TEM CHJIbHEE OyJIeT UX rope, KOrja OHU HaWJIyT TBOE O€3/bIXaHHOE
TEJIO.

— budponc!!! — 310 66T MOW TIOCTEAHUI BOILIb, UCIIOJTHEHHBIN HAJACKBI U B TO K€ BpeMs
0€3BICXOHOCTU. YPPyp KECTKO paccMesvics, €ro Y)KacHO€ JMII0O CMOPLMIOCh U CTajlo elle
CTpallIHEE.

* * * BudpoHc pe3ko BCTall ¢ Kpeciia, Korja BHYTPU BCE B30OPBAJIOCh OT O€3MOJIBHOTO KPHKA.
Ero cepalie caenano ckavyok U MepecTano TONKaTh KpoBb. ApuHa. OHA B OMTACHOCTH.

— @ponu! OpoHH, 4EPTOB IEMOH, ThI ToMa?!

JBeps u3 OammHU B KOMHary oTBopuiack, U budponc yBumen Jlwona, cxxumaromero B pyke
CBOM JIFOOMMBIN KWHXan. TspKenmblid 3amax COUPTHOTO HUKAK HE BS3AJCS C €r0 aHTeNbCKOU
BHEIHOCTHIO.

— JIror, mue Hekorna! S nomkeH momnacth Ha 3emito! — budponc yke moutu pacTBopuiics B
BO31lyX€e, Koraa JIro1 HEJOBOJIBHO MPOU3HEC!

— Her, BooO11ie HOpMaJIbHO Tak pa3roBapuBaTh ¢ BiactuteneM Ana? @ponu!!!



Korma nemon mosiBuiicsa mepen nomomM ApuHbL, Ypyp yKe CIaBiIuBajl €€ eI KOCTISBBIMHU
najgbpllaMi, ¥ BMECTO IJIa3 Y HEr0 pacIUIbUIMNCh KPOBaBbie JOPOXKKHM BeH. budponc 3aperaan u
KUHYICA K HEMy, MOHHUMAas, 4TO Celdac IMPOCTO OTOPBET €My TrojioBy — MU BCE. B cympake
MEJIbKHY/Ia Yb-TO T€Hb, U BAPYT Yp(dyp I'pOMKO BCKPHUKHYJ, OTIYyCKas AEBYIIKY. budponc c
U3YMJIEHUEM CMOTpeJ, Kak JIiol oTpe3aeT Bpaudy TroJIOBY CBOMM KHHXAajJoM U Opocaer ee B
CTOPOHY.

— W3BUHHU, BpauuIlika, HO Thl MHE HUKOT/Ia HE HPABUJICS, 0 YEro rajiKkas poxa...

* % k

ApwuHa eme He Bujena budponca u, mokupoBaHHas MOSBICHUEM JbSBOJIA, CIABJICHHO axXHYJIa:

— JIromudep. ..

— Tume, most munas, Tune! Eciu ['ocrioab ycnplmMT, U €My B TOJIOBY MPUAET MTOCMOTPETH
BHU3 — MPUKIIOYEHUS MHE 00€CIeUYeHbl, a METarhCs IO 3eMJie, C TOpYalllel U3 3aja MOJIHHEH,
Kak-TO He KoMWIb(}o, TeM OoJiee /st MeHs. JIydie oOHUMHU CBOETo JIeMOHA, KOTOPKIM, Kak CToJIO,
MasiYuUT 3a TBOEU CIIMHOM.

JleBy1ika ObICTpO 00€epHYNach U KMHYNIAach K budpoHcy, 3anuBasce cie3amu.

— $] Tak Te0s xmana!

— Buaumo, HaM OyZIeT HEeNerko, — TSXKEIO B3J0XHYI JEMOH, Henys Jro0umele ma3za. — Ho 4
TeOs1 OOJIBIIIE HE OCTABIIO HUKOTIA.

— S Tyt cipocuTh xoTen, — JIro1l BCYHYIT CBOE JIUIIO MEXIYy HUMU, U budpoHc cmopumics
oT 3anaxa BuHa. — Bel 0 CycaHHe He cipliuanu? Y MeHs y)KacHas 3peKIUs, KOrja s BCIOMUHALO €€
MOILCYHUHY. . .

— Jron!!

Onuor.

Banma m T'anma ¢ yxacoMm pasmisiabiBad CBOETO 35T, KOTOPbIA YECTHO MBITAICI UM
MMOHPABUTHCS, HO, M0 UX MHEHHUIO, Y HETO BCE PaBHO ObLIa 3BEpPCKasi poxka, U JOBEPSITh €My HE
crousio. Mx mpakTUUecKH MPUBOAWIIA B IIOK €r0 CYHIHOCTb, U OHH HE MOIVIM MOBEPUTH, UTO UX
JacKoBas W HEXHas JEBOYKa CBsa3aidachk ¢ jJemMoHoM. Ho ApuHa ObUla cyacTiuBa, U 3TO
€IUHCTBEHHAs BElllb, KOTOPAasi HEMHOTO CTJIa’KMBaJa UX OTHOILIEHUE K 3TOMY «MCUYAJUIO afa.

Jlron marancs no 3emije B mnouckax CycaHHBI W, TOSBHUBIIMCH OJHAXIbI B HUX JOME,
MOMEHTAJILHO TOHPABUJICS TETKAM.

— ApuHa, KTO 3TOT IIPEKPACHBIA U BOCTIUTAHHBIA MOJIOZOU YEJIOBEK?

— He yBepeHa, 4TO BBl 3aXOTHTE 3TO 3HATh, — OHAa C YIBIOKOM HaOmronmana, kak Jlrorn
pasrisAbpIBaeT ce0s B OOJBINIOM 3epKajie U MOATITUBACT BBEPX UACATHHYIO OPOBb.

— Hy nouemy xxe? — ['ana npakTuyecku ymuisiiach eMy. — Takol KpacuBbIi !

— Kakas Munas xeHnmHa! — JbSBOJ YCHbIIAT KOMIUIMMEHT U paciBesl B O€JIOCHEKHOM
yabIOKe. — Sl OueHb pajl MO3HAKOMUTHCS C CEMbEl ApUHBI!

OH rananTtHO mouenoBasn pyky lame, a morom Bange. Husko mnoknonuBumch, Jlron
MPEICTABUIICS:

— Jlromudep.

Tetymku Hecauck 1o ABopy, a JIron Oexan cienoM, MpoTATHBas K HUIM CBOU U3SIIHBIE PYKU.

— Hy, xyna ke Bb1??? S xoTen 6b1 mOOOATHCS, MHE OY€Hb HHTEPECHO. . .

AMyner BepTencs, Kak CyMacIle i, 00aIeBIIMI OT TAKOTO MPUCYTCTBUS, a UyJHAs TPOUIA
CKpbLIacCh B JIECY.

— Jlronudep coBepilieHHO HEMpeacKazyeMm, — B3J0XHYa ApuHA, MPECTaBIsisi, YTO celyac
MPOUCXOJIUT C OCTHBIMU TETKAMHU.



— Omn nHaiiaet cBoro Cycanny, — budpoHc mogomen c3aau u o0HSI ee 3a mieun. — JlpsSBomn
3a0bUT PO CBOM Afl...

— A s TIOMHIO €ro, TaM s BimoOusach B TeOs, — JEBYyIlKa IMOBEPHYIAcCh K JIEMOHY U
Tol1eJIoBaJia ero MoA00POIOK.

— Ilpu3Halics, Thl OKOJ0BajIa MEHS?

— Hy, MOeT ObITh COBCEM UYTh-UYTh...

[Iponomxenue " A nogapro Tede An" Jlronudep
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S cupgena Ha mosty U Tyno cMoTpeiia B 0enyro cteny. ['ne g? [lamars He XoTena Bo3BpalaThes,
KaK sl HU Hampsrajia ee, U JUIIb KaKue-TO OJUHOYHbIE OOPBIBKY BCIIBIXUBAJIM, KaK OTOHBKH, B MOEH
nycToid rojioBe. MHe ObUIO XOJIOMHO M, CJIeTKa HAaKJIOHUB TOJIOBY, S C JIETKUM YIWBICHHEM
3aMeTUJIa, YTO MOE TEeJI0 MOJHOCThIO OOHAXEHO W MepenadykaHo 3emieil. MeHsl TOIHUIIO0, KYTKO
00Jie1 MO3BOHOYHMK, & B Ia3ax IUISICAIM BECEJIbIE YEPTHUKHU, BEUHBbIE CIIYTHUKHM MOEH TOIIHOTHI.
Yeprukn? YTO-TO CMYTHO-CTpAIIHOE 3alEBEIMJIOCH B AyllE. XOJIOA W Mpak... S mpuHsIack
OTYASTHHO Y€CaTh HOI'M, MHE KAa3aJIOCh, YTO 11O HUM IIOJI3aI0T HACEKOMBIE.

Sl Huyero He MOMHUIA, OYATO U HE JKHJIa BOBCE... OyATO KTO-TO CTEP BCE, YEM S KU BCE ITO
BpEMsI.

[ennssick pykaMu 3a CTEHY, 5 C TPYAOM BCTaja W, C/IEJIaB HECKOJIBKO IIaroB Ha JIPOKalX
HOrax, 4yTh He ynana. CXBaTHMBIIMCH 32 JIEPEBSHHYIO MEPEKIIAJUHY, S MOHSIA, YTO AECPKYCh 3a
JOETCKYyl0 KpoBarky. KpacuByto, ¢ mpo3payHbIM pO30BbIM OalJaXUHOM U KpPYKaBUUKaAMH...
HaBEPHOE, B HEW crajla MaJIeHbKas JIeBoYKa. .. /[eBoukal

S moutu 3akpuyania, Korja BOCIIOMHHAHHUE O peOEHKE pe3aHylo Ipydb. XBaras I'pSA3HbIMU
pyKamu JETCKHE BelM, B OECIOpSAIKE BAAIONIMECS B KPOBaTKe, s NPMKUMaJIa UX K JIMILY U BbLIA,
KakK paHeHas cobaka.

[IIarasich, 1 moluia MO KOMHAaram, CKMMasi B PYKE pacHalllOHKy W BIISIABIBASCH B KaXIYIO
BElllp, 110 KpynuiiamMm codupasi BOCIIOMHUHaHUs o0 pedbenke. Jlouepu.

— Dd... Dneuka... ['ocnoau...

3a cepblIM OKHOM CIryHAJIUCh CYMEPKH, OTKpbITas (OpPTOYKAa MOHOTOHHO CTy4ajia [0
NEPEBIHHOM pame, M TOJIBKO Celdac s OUIyTHJIA, KaK XOJOAHO B KBapTHUpe. THUXO MOCKYIUBas, 5
IIOJIE3JIa HA OKHO M BCA CKAJIACh, KOTAA MHE B JIMIIO NOAYJ JIEASHOW BETEP, MBBIPSA KAIU JOXKIS.

3akpbIB (POPTOUKY, 5 MOIJIENAch B BAHHYIO, U, KOIJIa TOpSAYME CTPYH KOCHYIMCh MOEU KOXKH,
HEMHOI'0 pacciiabuiiach, BCE €IE HE BBIIYCKas pacIalloHKy W3 pyK. BocnmomuHanus ogHo 3a
JAPYTUM BO3BpAIAJIUCh KO MHE, U 5 UCIBIThIBAJA KYTKYIO 00 OTTOTO, YTO HE MOIJIa BEPHYTH BCE
Ha3aj U MOMBITaThCA CMACTU ce0s U CBOIO JI0Yb. DTOT MOHCTpP CO IIPAMOM Ha JIMIIE JHUIIUI MEHS
’KU3HH, @ CaMOe€ TJIaBHOE TOT0, YTO ATY KM3Hb HANOJIH:U10. Moero peGeHka. ..

C 4ero HaYMHATh, S HE 3HAJIA U PACTEPSHO XOAUJIA M0 KBAPTHUPE, YKYTABIINCH B TETUIBIA Xaniar.
Menkas ApoXb HE TPOXOJINIIA, U TAKE TOpsYasi BOJA HE COrpesia MEeHs TOJTHOCTBIO.

B mou Mbiciu mpoOpaiicsi KpacuBblii MY>KUMHA, KOTOPBIM TOBOPHUII MHE CTPAHHBIE BEIW, KOTIa
1 HAaXOOuJach B CBOEM Y)KaCHOM COCTOSHMM Oe3MoiBus. OH caauics HanmpOTUB MEHS H
pacckasplBall O CBOMX IMEPEKUBAHUAX, O TPYIHOCTSIX, HO MHE Ka3ajloCh, 4TO OBUIO B ITHUX
pas3roBopax HEYTO CTPAILIHOE M HEIOHATHOE... HO CeHyac s HE NMOMHMJIA oYyTH HHu4dero. Kem oH
obu1? Tlouemy roBopus co MHOM? M Kakyro poiib ChIrpall BO BCEM, YTO CIYYUIIOCH?

Ho Oosnbilie Bcero MeHss MyduJi Bompoc: riae Mosi 104b? CKOJIBKO BPEMEHHM sI HaXoaujach B
TOM Y)KAaCHOM MECTE€ U, BO3MOXHO, OHa yXe BbIpociia? MHe HYKXHO ObUIO JI0KAAThCS YTpa U
HauWHATh MOUCKU. HaunHaTh HOBYIO KU3Hb.

* % JIronudep xoauia Mo TOpoAy U JIOBUJI TOHKME HUTHU SHEPTUi, ONYyXIarolMX B BO3AYyXE,
IIBITAACHh MTOWMAaTh U3 3TUX JUIMHHBIX IOTOKOB JHEPTUIO €TO IBETKAa. J[€MOHBI, ONajaBIMecs Ha
€ro MyTH, U3YMJIEHHO 3aMHUpajd U MOYTHUTEIHLHO CKJIOHSIIM TOJIOBBI, HE oOpalas BHUMaHHS Ha
MPOXOXKUX Jironiei. M oH maBan mM 3aaHue — HAWTHU JCBYIIKY, BBIACIUTD €€ U3 OC3JIMKON TOJIIBI
JOAEN U MPUBECTH K HEMY. J[€MOHBI BHUMATENbHO CIYIIAIM €r0 U UCYE3aIH, CTApasCh YrOIUTh



X03AUHY AJla.

JIbsIBOJT HE TIOHUMAJI, 3a4€M €My 3TO HY)KHO, HO TIOMCKH He TIpeKpaiiall, Ha0Iroaast 3a JI0AbMHU
U UX CYeTIMBOM >ku3HbiO. JKeHlmHa Oblia IJe-To psjaoM, OH dyBcTBoBal ee. Ee 3amax. 3amax ee
MJIOTH, KOTOpasi Oblla 3aKOBaHa B ApOMAaTHOM PACTEHUHU JIOJITOE BPEMSI.

OTyero-To eMy XOTeJOCh €llle pa3 YBUAETh ATU OONbIIME, MOJHBIE 3JI0CTH IJIa3a, KPacuBO
M30THYThIE OpOBU U JIJIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI, MOX0XKHE Ha IesK. KTo cMor Obl Korna-HuOyIh OTBECUTH
€My IOLICYMHY WA IUIIOHYTHh B JIMIO? DTO NMPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO. A oHa cMomia. He mopruye
rJ1a3oM. XOTs BPsAJI JIU JEBYIIKA 3HAJIA, KTO OH HAa CAMOM JIETIE.

Jlrorudep THKETO B3AOXHYI U TEMHBIM OOJIAKOM TPOIUIBUT B MEPEYIOK, MOAHUMASCH BCE
BBIIIIE U BBIINIE K CBETANMMCS OKHAM MHOTOAITa)XXEK. 3a HUMU KOMOIIMJINCH JIFOIU, KaK OOJbIIMe
TapakaHbl, 3aHUMAasCh TAKUMH OOBIYHBIMU JIeJIaMU, KaK IIPUTOTOBJICHUE MUIIH, €€ TTOSAaHUE U COH.
YTo uM OBUIO JI0 TOTO, YTO TJIE-TO AHTEJIBI BOIOIOT C JIEMOHAMH, a CaM JIbSIBOJ MPUTAUIICS 33 UX
OKHaMH. ..

Jlron BIpPYr MOYYBCTBOBAaJ 3HAKOMBIM CIIEJ DHEPIMM M C TPENETOM IMOTSHYICS 32 HUM,
CTapasch HE IOTEPATh M 3amisiibpBas B Kaxaoe OKHO. Korma oH yBuzen ee JIMIO, TO Jaxke
OTHPSIHYN: EMY IMOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA CMOTPUT MPSAMO HA HETO, HO 3TO OBLIO HEBO3MOXHO. J[eBymika
CTOsUTa BO3JIE OKHA W BIVISABIBAJIach B TEMHOTY. Jlrorudep BILIOTHYIO TMPHOIU3UICA K CTEKIY H
BCMOTpEJICSL B €€ JIMI0, MOJHOE TPYCTH M Medanu. JTO ObLUIO HEYTO JIBIOIIEEeCS H3HYTPH, TakKas
OTpOMHas MOTEPsl, YTO MIEMUIIO cepue. JbaBoa MEeAJIEHHO MPUKOCHYIICS K CTEKIy rydoaMu B TO
MECTO, T/ie ObLIN €€ T'YObl, U OIMyCTHJICS Ha 3eMiIt0. OH Halllell €€ U Terepb He MOTepseT.

* % % 4] cmoTpena B TEMHOE OKHO W Jymana, 4YTO BpeMs TSAHETCS OECKOHEYHO, W KOrja,
HaKOHEL, PUAET YTPO, I COMAY C yMa OT OKMJAHHSA. TaM, 32 TOHKUM CTEKJIOM, XOJIOA OCEHHEMN
HOYM MOKPHIBAJI TyMaHOM JIETCKHE Kauelld U aBTOMOOWJIM, OWJICS B MOABE3IHBIC JIBEPU U THUXO
HICTITAJICS C ONAaBIIEeH JIUCTBOM. BbUTO rpycTHO M cTpamHo. S 0osIach, YTO HUKOTAA HE HAWTy CBOIO
104b, TOTEPSIHHYIO B 3TOM TYMaHHOM ropoie. Bapyr MHe moka3anoch, 4TO Ha MEHS CMOTPST
ApKHe, TOMyOble Ia3a, M s Kpemde BIEMWIach B MOAOKOHHUK. JTO JIUIIb UTpa ThbMBI U CBETA.
Hwuuero npyroro.

Ecnu Obl 1 3Hana, 4TO Ha MEHS Yepe3 CTEKJIO CMOTpeNa CIJIOMHAS ThMA. ..

3aKyTaBLIMCh B IUIE, sl CUJIeNIa HA AUBAaHE U MepeBOpaynBalia TOJICTbIE CTPAHULIBI AIbOOMA C
doTorpadusimu 1ouepu, KOTOPBIM HAllLIa B BEPXHEM SIIIMKE IIKada.

Y MeHd N0JKHBI ObUTM OBITH POAMTENHM, MHE JaXKe Ka3ajoch, YTO B 3aKOYJIKax MaMsTU
MOSIBJIICTCS JIUIIO KEHIIMHBI C TEMHBIMU BOJOCAMH W MPUATHOUN YIbIOKOUM. S duyBCTBOBajla K HEM
CTpaHHOE, MPUATHOE YYBCTBO, OYITO 3HajNa €€ BCIO )KU3Hb, U OHA CJieJIaJla MHE HEMAJIO XOPOIIETO.
S ciplmana ee royoc, HameBarol|il KOJIBIOCIBHYIO. .. TOYHO TaKYIO 5 Iejla CBoei gqouepu... Mama?

Hanexxma BcmbIXHYTa BO MHE C HOBOM CHJIOW, W s Ja)ke IOBEpHJIa, YTO MOH peOEHOK
HaxXoUTCA B O€30MAaCHOCTH... B POAHBIX pyKaX... S emie HEMHOro moruiakaja, T Ha MHJIOoe
JUYUKO, OOpaMJIEHHOE PEIKUMH KyIpsAUIKaMU, U HE 3aMeTHJIa, Kak 3acHyla, MpUKaB allbOOM K

rpyau.

— ... Thl 3Haemmb, MHE HE C KEM IMOroBoputh. Jla’xke B 3TOM MeCTE, HAMOJIHEHHOM
CyLIECTBAMH, CO3JaHHBIMH MHOMO... O-0... MpOCTH, HE MHOKW. borom. S nuimb *kankuii OyHTaph,
BO3OMHUBIIMKA CE0s1 BEHIIOM BCETO CYIETo... Jla... rop/ibiHs — MOMN JIFOOMMBIN TpeX... A Tbl TaK
KpacuBa... TAK apOMarHa, YTO MHOIJa MHE Ka)KETCs, YTO 51 BCE €IIE aHTell U B PalCKOM caly... AX-
xa-xal!... Xouelb 3aHUMaTeIbHyI0 UCTOPUIO? ThI MIEBENUIIL CBOMMHU JIETIECTKAMU, T€OE CKY4YHO...
A TBI 3Haellb, 4YTO OJHUM M3 CaMbIX MpeKpacHeunmx anrenoB Obul anren Jlromudep? Ero emre
Ha3BaJIM COJIHEUHBIM aHTEJIOM UJIM aHTEJIOB «HECYILIMM CBETY...



Xomar ciayxd, 4To BoccTaHme Ha HebGe — ero pyk geno... A mpuyuMHA BOCCTaHUA —
nosiBjieHre HoBoro gaBoputa bora, ero Ceina! bor, koTopslit Tak nro6mn anrena Jlromudepa, xoren
3aCTaBUTh €T0 MY MOTUUHSATHCS. .. Tebe He kaxeTrcs 3To Openom? Xa! Ho «cBeTIblil aHrem 3Toro
Jenarb HE XOTE€I M, BO3TOPAUBIIACH CBOMM IIOJIO)KEHHEM, PEIIMI MOOHATH BOCCTAHUE M CTaTh
Caranoii, To Oumb npotuBHUKOM bora... YV Jlioundepa ceromHs MHOro Ha3BaHUW, 3TO U
JlykaBblii, 1 AHTHXPUCT, U €Il MHOrO pa3HbIX... g 3Toro anrena Her mperpaa. OH MOXKel
YUTaTh MBICIH JIIOEW. B ero BimacTu Bce MOA3EMHOE IIAPCTBO, KOTOPOE KOTAA-TO €MY JAapOBaJI
bor... B ob0mwem, munas most CycaHHa, 1 — MEPBbIA B UCTOPUM PEBOJIIOIMOHEP, COCIAHHBIA E
CCBUIKY, 00%KbI0 MOJIHUIO MHE B 3aa!..."

S pe3ko OTKpbUIa IIa3a, OOJIMBAsACh MOTOM M APOXkKa KAK OCUHOBBIM JIUCT. DTOT COH HaITyraj
MEHsI, 3aCTaBUJI MOIHATHCA Y)KAC M3 TallHBIX DIyOMH Iy, W s JaXe 3aIJiakaia, CUJISCh
BCIIOMHHUTH, KTO 3TOT PACCKAa3bIBAIOUIMI CTpPaHHBIE BEIIM MY)X4HMHa. [loyeMy MHeE Tak cTpamnHo,
Oynro s moOwiBana B camoMm Any? S 3Hana, yTo 3TO ObUIO HAa caMM jelie. S y3HaBaja ero rojioc,
TUXUH, TIIYOOKUH, HEMHOrO HACMEIUIMBBIA, a MOPOI0 MPOHU3AaHHBIM capka3mMoM. Kro xe ThI?
[Touemy Mepenmubest MHE, IPECIeaysl MO0 BO30YKICHHYIO aMSITh?

S npuxana k cede pororpaduu qouepu U CHOBA 3a0bUTACH TAXKEIBIM CHOM. ..
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* * % Jlrouudep mpucen pAIoOM C JIEBYIIKONM W M3BIEK M3 €€ KPEMKO MPHUIKATHIX K TENy PYK,
TOJCThIA anbOoM. Ero sipkue miaza ¢ MHTEpPECOM paccMarpuBalid peOEHKa € 30JI0TUCTBIMU
KyApSALIKaMU, U OH MPUTIIAAI KPACUBYIO OPOBb, ITMHHBIM, U3SIIIHBIM MaJIbIEM.

— Omnste aetu... [ToueMy Bce cBaIUIOCh Ha MEHs, a7 — JBSIBOJ BOIPOCUTEIBHO OCMOTPEI
B IOTOJIOK, CJIOBHO TOT ce€WYac JMOJDKEH PacCTYNMUTHCA, W Tepell HUM MOsIBUTCS Juilo bora. —
3aBequ cede MapoyKy J0OBEOOMIIBHBIX aHTEJIOB, M IYCTh OHU HAIOJIHSAIOT LAPCTBUE TBOE OPYLIUM
BBIBOJIKOM !

OH eme pa3 TsDKEJNO B3IOXHYI M, BBIYIMB W3 MPO3PAYHOro Kapmaiika onHy Gororpaduio
pebeHka, crpsiTal ee Ha TPYAH.

— Haiiny peGenka, U Thl camMa MpBITHENIL MHE Ha II€H0, — OH YTBEPAUTEIHLHO TKHYI B
CIIALIYIO JEBYILIKY MaJbIIEM U MOMPaBUJI Ha HEM MEPCTEHb. — Sl TOXKe OBIBaIO 0-OYE€HB XOPOIIHM. . .
Jlan-nman-na-naii-na... Uepr, 3Ta mecHs CBEAET MEHS C yMa...

OH mpotiesncs o KBapTUpe, JErko MpUKacasch MajibllaMu K JETCKUM BelllaM. Ero 3akphiThie
BEKU CJIeTKa NOAparuBajid, a HO3Apu Tpeneranu: Jlromudep cuuThBan SHEPrur0 pedeHKa u
OTJIaKUBAJI €€ BHYTPH C€0sl, HEMHOI'O MOPIIACH OT €€ HEXKHOM, KOJIEOIIOIIEHCS BOITHBL

JKennmHna Bce enie cnajna, He ONIylasi ero TEMHOTO MPUCYTCTBUS, U JbSIBOJ CHOBA BEPHYJICS K
ueii. [loamepeB momOOpoOmOK, OH MPHUHSJICS paccMarpuBarTh €€, MOMIAKHUBAas TOJHBIE TYOBL
[Ipo3pauHast KoXxa, HET Jake HaMeKa Ha PyMSHEIl... JUIMHHbIE PECHUIIBI Ha roJyO0OBaThIX BEKaX U
TOHKas IeiKa, Tak HEYyJOOHO CBECUBILIASCS C AUBaHA.

— DTO JIETKO MOXHO clioMarh, — cjenan BbIBOA JIIOIl W yCTpOWJ TOJOBY JEBYIIKH Ha
MOAYILKE.

3amnax, UCXO[AIMI OT Hee, 3aCTaBUJI €ro Ha CEKYHAY 3aMepeTh, a MOTOM OH HAaKJIOHWJICS €Il
Onm>ke, BIbIXash HE3HAKOMBIM apoMar, CMENIAHHBIM C JIETKUM apoMaroM IIBeTKa, BCE eIlle
OJIy>KIatOIlIEM B €€ Telle.

TEmnbIii, HEMHOTO CIIAJAKMKA U HEXKHBIM ... HU Ha YTO HE ITIOXO0XKUM. . .

— Tak BOT, 4TO Bac TSHET K CMEPTHBIM KEHIIMHAM. .. — TpolenTtan J1ol u npuKkocHyIcs K
ee ryoam.

Ero miaza 3amonbixaiu, a JbIXaHUE Yy4acTUIoCh. EMy XoTenoch OTBeTa Ha 3TOT MOIENYH,
XOTEJIOCh BIIUTHCS B ATY TOHKYIO ITICI0 U MTOMIPOOOBATh €€ Ha BKYC...

JleByiiika 3aBopoyanach, TUXO B3JbIXasi, U JbSIBOJ OTHPSIHYI OT HEE, BCE €IIe HAXOAsICh B IICHY
y cTtpactd. Ha ero 0e3MsTe:KHOM, KPAacCHBOM JIMIIE MEJIbKAJIM YYyBCTBA OT CTpaxa K CTPacTH U
HEJIOyMEHUIO. .. JI101l pacTBOpUIICS B BO3AyXe U, MAaTepUAIN30BABIIMCH B TyMaHe, OBICTPO MOIIEIT
0 MOKpOMY acaibTy, pa3roHsisi OeJIecyro My JUIMHHBIMU TOJaMU TLIalla.

* % * 4 mpocHymach, KOrja XMypoe€ yTpO 3amIssHYIO B OKHO IMEPBBIMH POOKHUMH JTydaMu
COJIHIIA, U Cpa3y 3aMeTuJIa 3alyCTeHHe, LapuBIliee B KBapTupe. HUTH nmayTuHbl, KOTOphIE HE OBLIO
BUJIHO HOYBIO, TETIEPh Opocauch B I1a3a, MEJICHHO KOJIBIIACH MO yIilaM, Kak MPo3payHbie KYCKU
TKaHM.

Bcrana, 350K0 moexxuiaach U OTIPAaBUIIACh HA KYXHIO, HAJIESICh HAUTU TaM XOTh TpaMM Kode.
Kode 0611, 11 3TO BbI3BAJIO BO MHE TTOUTH Oypro amonuil. [locTaBuB yailHUK, 51 CXOUJIA B JIYII U YKE
4yepe3 MATHAANATh MUHYT, OOXKHUTasCh U (pIpKas KaK KOIKa, HACIaXJandach KpemkuMm Kode u3
rojyooil KpyXKH ¢ JeiabhuHoM. BHe3amHo s BCIOMHUJIA OT/ABIX Ha MOpe, 3alax ropsyero mecka,
IIyM BOJIH U TYIALMM, KaK yliel pbIHOK, MEepENnoJHEeHHBINA ppi0oil U PpykTamu. BoT Tam s u kynuia



ATy KPYXKKY... Vn, MOXKET, MHE €€ KyITii KTo-T0? Bce, Ha 3TOM MOsI TaMsITh CHOBAa 3aMKHYJIACh.

S oOxBaTniia KpYKKy AByMS PYKaMH M TIOIDIA B KOMHATY, PEIMB HAWTH XOTh KaKyrO-HUOYIb
Oy, UTOOBI BBIMTH Ha YIWIY W HayaTh Jejarh XOTh 4TO-TO. Onexaa Halwiach, U g BeIOpasia
TEMHBIE JDKUHCHI, OOpJOBBI CBUTEPOK C BBICOKMM TOPJIOM U KOPOTKYHO KOXXKAHYIO KYPTKY,
CITpaBeJIUBO ToJIaras, 4YTo Ja)e €CJIM MEHs He ObUIO mapy JIeT, 3TO He OyJeT BBIVISJAETD CIIUIIKOM
VK CTapOMOJHO. 3€pKajio B MPUXOKEW HAIyrajo MEHS MOHMM K€ OTpaKeHUEeM: OJIeHOE JIUIIO,
TEMHBIE KPYTH MO TJIA3aMU U OCTPBIE CKYJIBL.

B miyOnHe MoMX Ta3 BCHOBIXHYIO HEUTO TEMHOE W ONAaCHOE, 3acTaBisil OTHIATHYThCA OT
3epkaia. Kode BeImiecHYNICS U3 KPY)KKH Ha JIAKOBYIO TTOBEPXHOCTh CTApOTO TPIOMO, 5 B3MaxHy/a
pyKaMH, U KOpHUYHEBas JYKHIIAa BAPYT CKPYTHJIACh B JUIMHHBIA JKTYTHMK M 3a0pajiack oOpaTHO B
KPYXKY, BAHOBATO 3aMepeB. MHe ctaio minoxo. Heyxenu ramumrounHanuu? S cxoxy ¢ yma...

HarsnyB G0THMHKH, Ja)e HE YAOCY)KUBIIMCh CMAaxXHYTh C HUX IbUIb, sl MIPUBBIYHBIM >KECTOM
CXBaTWJIA KJIFOYM, BUCEBIIME HA TBO3AUKE, U BBICKOUMIIA B TTOIBE3 .

3HaKOMBIE 3allaXy OKYTaJIM MEHS MPAKTUUECKH CO cimobaroriei ¢ Hor cuiioi. Kommaubst Moua,
XJIOpKa W CBeXash M3BECTb — aMOpe CTapbIX MOABE3/I0B BCKOJBIXHYIO BOJIHY HOBBIX
BOCITOMUHAHUM.

S BcrioMHWJIa, KaK MEHS HECET Ha pPyKaX MOJIOAOW YEJOBEK, a y MEHS B pyKax OyTbLIKa
IMIAMIIAHCKOTO M OyKeT IIBETOB... JTO ke Mos cBajabba! Ho nmio »xeHuxa ObUIO B TyMaHe, Kak U
ocTaybHas, mpouwias xKu3Hb... Uept! Ho X0Th 4TO-TO... 3HAUUT, 5 ObLIa 3aMyXeM... [ e ke Mou
MYk ? MbI pa3olUINCh UM C HUM TOXE YTO-TO CIIYYUIOCH?

Cnerka CcOILIypUBIIMCh OT COJIHIIA, I OCTAHOBHUJIACH BO3JIE MOABE3AAa M OIVISAJEIACH: IBOP
BBINVISIZICNT MYCTHIHHBIM U 3a0pOIIIEHHBIM, YTO M HE OBLIO YIUBUTEIBHBIM, CKOPEE BCEro 3TO ObLIa
Kakas-TO OKpahHa C TEMHBIMU CT€HaMHM 3a0pOIlEHHOr0 3aBoJla 3a TYCThIM KYCTapHUKOM.
Mecteuko He Jy1sl CTaOOHEPBHBIX. . .

— Cnpiib, TéTS!

S obGepHynach Ha 3TOT BHU3TIMBBIM, HAITIOBATBHIA TOJOC M YyBUJENa ABOMX MapHeil. OHH
paccMarpuBajd MEHS SIBHO OLICHMBAIOLIE, CYTYISACh M IMOEKHMBAsICh OT MPOHU3BIBAIOILIETO BETPA.
"HaBepHoe, moiaeT cHer..." — MeJbKHYIa y MEHS B TOJIOBE CTpPaHHasl, HEYMECTHasi MbIC/b. S
MoJj4a HaOJro/1ana, Kak mapHu NpuOIMKarTCs KO MHE, 1 HEe TTOHKMMaJsla, OHM 4YTO, OydyT HalaaaTh
Ha MEHs nocpenu 0enaoro aHs???

— JleHbxkara ecTh, TETA? — XPUILUIBIM I'OJIOCOM CIPOCHJI BTOPOM, CILIEBBIBASI B CTOPOHY. —
Ye momuuin?

— Her y MeHs HU4Yero, — oTBeTHIIA 5 U, TOJIBKO B 3TOT MOMEHT IMOYYBCTBOBAJIA YKOJI CTPaXa.

— Bce BbI Tak rOBOPUTE, — OH I'bIKHYJI U CHOBA CIUIIOHYII. — BbIBOpaunBaii KapMaHbl, TETS.

51 BBIBEpHYIJIa KApMaHbI KYPTKH, U OJIMH U3 HUX PA304apOBAHO MPUCBUCTHYI:

— Jla vy Hadwmr...
— A eciu 4 nolynarw? — ero TOBapHIll, HEXOPOIIO YIbI0asCh, IBUHYJICS KO MHE.
— S 3akpuuy, — s momATUIACH K MOIBE3AY, HO BTOPOM MOMEHTAJBbHO OKAa3aJiCsi 3a MOEH

CITMHOMU.

— Kpuuu. Kto Tebe momoxer, mapoyka meHCHOHEPOB?

— Henb3st OBITh TAKUMHU TPYOBIMH C KEHIIMHAMMU.

Sl ynuBIEHHO XJIONMHYJIA IVIa3aMH, IS Ha HEMOHSATHO OTKYJA B3SIBIIETOCS MYXYUHY, W
moayMaja, 4To celdac Mbl BhITpeOeM BABOEM, BEIb HABEPHSIKA Y 3TUX MAJIOJETHUX OaHIWTOB
HMEETCs Opy)XKHe, a He3HAKOMEI[ ObUI XOTh M BBICOKMM, HO M3SIIHO CJI0XEHHBIM, C JUIMHHBIMU
najbllaMH Ha UJICATBHBIX PYKaX.



— Baim oTcroga, — XMBIKHYJI CTOSIBIIMKA BO3JIE MEHSA MapeHb. — MM ThI TOXE XOYelllb
IMOJIEJINTHCSA C HAMHW CBOUMM JE€HbraMu?

— Xo4y, — CONIACHJICA HE3HAKOMEIL], ¥ MHE MOKAa3aJIOCh, YTO OH TSKEJIO B3MOXHYI. — S
HUKOTI'JIa HU ¢ KEM He OeJTUIICH. ..
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* % % Jlrom 3aaymMurBO HAOMIOMAN 32 HAIIBIMKA MaJIOJIETKaMHU W TIPEJICTABIAN, YTO OBl OH C
HUMU CJIeajl, eclii Obl eMYy HE HYKHO OBLIO KOPUYHUTH M3 ceOs phIllaps Mepea KEHIMMHON, KOTopas
eMy HpaBwiack. Mnu Bce-Taku?... J[bSIBOJ MOJHUEHOCHO OKA3aJICsl BO3JIE€ AEBYIIKU U, BTOJIKHYB €€
B MOIBE3M, 3aXJIONHYJ JIBEPH, ONHUM THUXHMM CIIOBOM 3aCTaBlsAsl UX NPAKTHYECKU CIUTHCA CO
CTEHOM.

— Capib, TH1 4€, bproc JIn? — onuH W3 MaNoOJIETOK PE3KWM JABMIKEHHEM BBIXBATUI U3
KapMaHa IMUCTOJIET U Halenuics Ha Jltoma. — 51 Tebe ceituac royioBy mpoJIbIpsIBIIO!

Jlrormudep caenan mar K HEeMy U cpasy K€ MOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK IMyJIs BIPHI3a€TCSl EMY B TOJIOBY.

— Ecnu ObI TBI X0Th pa3 ONIyTHII, YTO Takoe 00Nk OT Meua Muxanna, — JI1o1] HAaCTaBUTEIIBHO
MPUTPO3WIT MAJIOJIETKE MaliblieM M 100aBui Tuile. — YT0O ero packugaio Mo BCEMY paiicKoMy
cany... Huxorma. Hukorga Obl He mbITajncs caenarb O00JbHO MHE. Thl MCIOPTHII MHE JIMIO U
HACTPOEHHUE.

[TapeHb UCITyTraHHO MOPTHYJ, BEIPOHUJI TTHUCTOJIET U B Y’KAce MPOILIENTal:

— Yro TBI, 4epT BO3bMHU, Takoe?! He moaxoan ko mue!

BTopoii oTMOpOo30K KHHYICS ObLUIO Oexkarh, HO JI1OIl OJHMM B3MaxoM Mapajau3oBajl €ro H,
CXBAaTUB JICTIEYYILIETO Jpyra 3a LIS, MPUITOAHSI HAJ 3€MJIEH, €r0 Ia3a BCIBIXHYIM YHUCTBIM,
roJyObIM TJIAMEHEM.

— Tebe moBesno. Twl yBuaen camoro Carany. XoTs allb, 4YTO MEPe]l CMEPTHIO.

* % % 4 mpITamach OTKPBITH JIBEPb, HO €€ CJOBHO MPHUIIEPIU UYEM-TO TSHKEIBIM C JIPYroi
CTOPOHBI. S MOHMMaJa, YTO MYKYMHE, TAK HEOXKUJAAHHO NPUILIECAIIEMY MHE Ha ITIOMOIIb, CAMOMY HE
CIIPABUTHCA, €CJIU TOJIBKO OH, KOHEYHO, HE MacTEP CIOPTA MO A3IOJIO. ..

PunyBLIIMCH K MEpBOM KBapTUpE, s NPUHAJIACh O0apaOaHUTh MO JEPEBIHHOM IBEPU, HO HUKTO
HE CHENIMJI MHE OTKpbIBaTh, TOTAA S MoOexana K JPyroil ABEpPH, HO KaK TOJBKO 3aHEC]a PYyKY,
YCJIBIIIAIA TPUSTHBIA T'OJ0C, OT KOTOPOTO MOYEMY-TO MOMOI3JIM MYPallKH:

— He nyxHo OecrnokounTts iroei. Bee B mopsiaxke.

51 moBepHyIIace K HEMY, 0XKHKJAsl YBUJIECTh HEMHOIO IIOPBAHHYIO ONIECKIY, CTECAHHBIC KYIIAKU
WJIK XOTsI ObI OJIHY CCaJIMHY Ha 3TOM KPaCUBOM JIMIIE, HO OH ObLT HcaJIeH.

— A-a...

— ManonerHue UIUOTHI? — MYXKYUHA CKJIOHUJ HAOOK TOJOBY, DISIASI HAa MEHS 4yTh
UpOHNYHO. — OHM yOeKaJlH.

— Ho kak? Kak BbI 3aCTaBUIM UX YUTU? — 51 ObUIa JEHCTBUTENBHO YAUBIICHA.

— He xouy packpsiBaTh CBOM CEKpPETHI, — OH MPOTSIHYI MHE pyKy. — Paspenm MHe TeOs
MIPOBECTH.

— B cMmbIcie? — s cMoTpena Ha €ro KpacuBO€, HET, KpacUBEHIllee U0 U, KaK HIAUOTKA,
yIbI0ANIach.

— Tbl ke coOupanach Kyna-To UATU? — OH HE OMYyCKal PyKy, U s BCe-TaKH MOIlIa K HeMY. —
S mpoBOXKY T€Os1, 4TOOBI OOJIBIIIE HUKTO HE TOCMEN OOUJIETh TAKOE MPEIECTHOE CO3AaHuE.

A? IlpenectHoe co3nanue? OcobOeHHO ceitvac... He Bpu-ka Thl, KpacaBuuK...s BUJEIa CeOs
CEroJHs B 3€pKaJo...

Hanm pyku conpukoCHYIUCH, 1 MEHsI OpOCHUIIO B JKap, KOTOPBIN 3aCTaBUII 3aTPENETarb YTO-TO
riyo0oKoe ... 3HakoMoe? MHe moka3anoch, YTo s YyBCTBOBAJIa 3TO MPUKOCHOBEHHE. ..

— UYTto-TO Cilyuninocb? — OH MOCMOTpPEN Ha MEHS C XUTPhIM JroOOnbITCTBOM. Wnu MHe



MMOMEPEIMIOCH?
— Her.
— Kyna 11 HanpaBnsuiacey?

— 7?7 — MHe npunUIoch Ja)ke 3akanuiaThes. Kymaa s Moria HampaBiIsThCS, €CIIM HUYEro HE
OMHIO?

— S mpemyararo MoWTH MO3aBTPAaKaTh, — MYXKYMHA BBIBEJl MEHS U3 IOABE3AA 3a PYKy H
YBEPEHHO ITOLIEN IT0 TPOTYyapy. — TBI )K€ HE OTKaKEIIbC?
— Her, ¢ ynoBonscTBMEM, — NHCKHYIA 5, PEATBHO NOJIYyYask YAOBOJBCTBUE OTTOTO, YTO HE

HY)KHO OOBSICHATH €My, Ky/a s IIi1a, OT TOTO, YTO Y MEHS HET JIEHET, HO TeNephb YIacTCsA MOECTh, U
OT TOT'0, UTO OH TAKOM KPaCHUBBIN.

[lepenonHsasach SMOUUAMU, S 3aLENUIACH 32 CKAT, B KOTOPOM KOIZIa-TO LIBEJIX LIBETHL, U THUXO
BBIPYrajiach.

— Bor, gpsBoin!

MyxurHa pe3KO MOBEPHYI T'OJIOBY, U B €T0 IJla3aX Ha CEKYH]Iy MEIbKHYIAa HACTOPOKEHHOCTh
Y HEMOU BOIIPOC.

— Ocropoxnee. CMOTpH TTOJT HOTH.

MBI MUHOBaJIM THUXHUE YIOYKHA IPUTOPOIA M BOIUIM B CaM TOPOJA, IIyMSIIMHA W TyIALIAN
JIOIbMU U MallMHaMU. MyX4MHa BCE TaK K€ JIEpKaJI MEHS 332 PYKYy U MOI4al, [EJICHAIIPABICHHO
BeJIs BIiepel. Sl MOCTOSTHHO MPUTOpPMaXKUBalia nepea Kadenkamu, Ho OH TAHY/JI MEHs Jalibliie, MoKa
MBI HE OKa3aJIMCh Nepe] 3epKaIbHbIM (pacasioMm pectopaHa ¢ HazBanueM "Koppua'.

— Croma??? — s pe3ko OCTaHOBWJIACh, MPEKPACHO IMOHMMAs, YTO B 3TOM MECTE, BO3JIC
KOTOPOTo YIOTHO ycTpomiuchk Jlekcycol, Mepcenecs u [opiue, cTo mpoieHToB, 0e3yMHO JOPOTO.

— Tebe He HpaBUTCS 371eCh? — OH BOMPOCUTEIIBHO MOCMOTPEN HAa MEHS, U sl MOKpacHeNa.

— S 3;mech HUKOra He Obuia... — OypKHYJa s, MOI03peBasi, 4TO, CKOPEE BCEro, TaKk U
ob110. — Ho 3TO moporoit pectopas.

— A-a, TbI 00 ’TOM? — OH IUPOKO YIBIOHYICS. — XOpoIlasi e1a He MOXKET CTOUTH JICIEBO.
Ho MBI ke HEe XOTMM HanmuxaTbCsl KaKOM-TO JIPSHBIO, TpaBaa?

S He ycnena OMOMHUTHCS, KaK OH 3aTSHYI MEHS BHYTPb M, HE oOpalliasi BHUMaHUs Ha TTOYTH
Oeryiero K HaM aAMUHUCTPATOPA, TOIIeI Yepe3 3all K CTOJIMKY B aJTbKOBE.

— Canucs.

S mpucena Ha Kpaelek CTylla, YyBCTBYSI HEJIOBKOCTh MEPE]] 3aMbIXaBIIMMCS aIMUHOM. UTO OH
TBOpUT??? S ma)ke mMpUrOoTOBUIIACH K TOMY, YTO ceildac OyayT HENPUSITHOCTH, HO MOJOIIEAINNA K
HaM MYXYHHA, TPEPHIBAIOIIMMCSI TOJIOCOM MTOMPUBETCTBOBA HAC U MMO103BaJI OHUITHNAHTA.

MoJtonoii 4esoBEeK 3a CUYMTAHHBIE MUHYTHI OKa3ajCs BO3JI€ HAILEIO CTOJWKA, U MHE BIPYT
ITOKAa3aJI0Ch, UYTO MOET0 CITYTHHUKA 3/1€Ch XOPOLIO 3HAKOT.

— Jlob6poro Bam ans. Kak Bcerna?

— Jla, u geBylike, — MOMW 3allMTHUK B3MaxHYN u3sinmHon pykoil. — WM npunecute Chateau
Mouton-Rothschild 1945 roaa.

— 0O-0! — aaMuHHCTparopa MpPaKTUYECKH 3arpsAcio. — OITO MPEKpACHBId BbIOOp!
[IpexpacHsrit!

VY3ke roa BHITyCKa 3aCTaBUJI MEHS CXaTbCs OT HENOBKOCTH. OH coOpayicss MEHsS MOT4YeBaTh
neiankarecamu???

— Kak Te0s 30ByT? — OH OTKHHYJICS Ha CIIMHKY CTYIa W HPHUHSJICS MEHS BHUMATEIbHO
n3y4aTh. Ero HacMeNuBEIe, 9yTh MPUIINYPESHHBIC I1a3a BCIIBIXUBAIIA BECEITBEM.

— Yt0? — s TymeBajach MpU HEM M rOTOBa ObLTA MPOBAIUTHCS CKBO3b 3€MIIIO, XKaJjes, YTO



BOOOIIIE COrJIaCHJIach C HUM UITH. — Tamapa...

-..IlycTb cTpaHoii OoTHBIHE MpaBUT Ta, KOTOpoil Hery Kpame. 1 ymom u OraropoiacTBom
Otnuuaercs neBuna. Jletm apBa paBHBI APYr Jpyry, bylb TO JbBEHOK WM JIbBHLA... —
MPOLIMTUPOBAI OH U YABIOHYJICS. — DTO 0 Tpy3UHCKOM 1apuiie Tamape...

Bo MHe OH BbI3BIBaJI CTpaHHBIC UYBCTBA: HEJIOBKOCTb, CTECHEHHE, XOTS 3TO MOIJIO OBITh
CJIEJICTBUEM €r0 CyMacIlIe/ e MPUBIECKATEIbHOCTH, U YIUBUTEIBHOE ONIYILIECHUE TOTO, YTO OH MHE
3HAKOM...

— MBbI HUKOT/Ia HE BCTPEUAIIUCH PaHbllie? — HEOXKUJAHHO JIaXKe JJIsl ce0s caMmoi, CIIpOoCcHUIa si.

OH npucTaapbHO MOCMOTPEN HA MEHS, @ TOTOM ITOKa4daJl TOJIOBOM.

— VBBl — HeT. Sl Obl 3a1TOMHMUIL.

Ho 4to-TO Takoe ObUIO B €ro MOBOPOTE T'OJIOBBI, B MOPOYHBIX, CBETJBIX IIa3aX U MSTKOM,
00BOJIAKMBAIOILIEM TOJIOCE, YTO MEHS MPOCTO MEPEAECPrUBAIO OT IMOLIHHA.

— Mory 4 3HaTh TBO€ MMSI? — s MOYYBCTBOBaJa, KaK MEpechIXxaeT BO pTy. Jla 4To ke 3TO
Takoe???

— JIromr.

— Kakoe cTpaHHOe MMS... — MEHS CJIOBHO MPOHHU3BIBAJIO MEJIKUMU HTOJOYKaMH, MHE
Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO BOT-BOT B ITaMsTh BOPBETCS HEUTO TAKOE. ..

— Hwuuero ynMBUTEIBHOTO, — MY)XYMHA IONPABUJI MIEPCTEHb HA yKa3aTeJIbHOM MaJjblie, U S

TOJIBKO celiuac oOparuiia BHUMaHHE, KaK CTPAHHO BBIIISAIAT €T0 YCESTHHBIE KOJbIIAMH MalbIlbl. —
Moe nonHoe umsa MmmM. .. JIronuad. [Ipenku n3 Hopeeruu.

— HagepHsika TaM KpacuBasi Ipupoaa.

— O pa... — MyxuuHa KuBHYI1. — Ho s He mo0mio xonon. MHe no ayie OoJiee KapKuid
KJIMMar.

S yBujena, Kak K HalleMy CTOJIMKY HampaBisieTcss O(QUIMAHT ¢ OyThUIKOM BHUHA U, €CIU
YEeCTHO, O0JIETUYEHHO B3/I0XHYJIa. MHE OBUIO TPOCTO HEOOXOAMMO BBIITHTH.
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* % * Jlrorr ¢ MFOOOMBITCTBOM M MHTEPECOM HaOJromal 3a JAeBymKkor. O-0... Kakas MUJIamKa!
Tax ynuButenbHo cmymaercs! Ho oHa He Tak mpocTa, Kak Kaxkercs, JIon eme moMHHI ee
MOMICYNHY, U EMY HE TEPIEIOCh PACKPHITH €€ BCIO, BHITSHYB U3 HEE BCE DMOIIMU U 3araIKu.

OH HEMHOTr0 U3MEHMJI CBOIO BHEIIHOCTH, ONACAsICh, YTO JIEBYIIKA paHbIle BPEMEHU BCIIOMHUT
ero u Ha3zBajics Jlronuanom n3 Hopsernu! J[psiBon MpIcieHHO moMopuics. Jlronuan!

B mamsTu BeribLUia 3Ta, MOJHASA BCAKUX CYIIECTB, CTpaHa, u Jlronudep BcnoMHUN Yiabapy —
KpPacHBYyIO JEBYIIKY B CHHEM ILIaThe... Kak ke oHa Obuia xopoma! OH OJaXXE€HHO YIBIOHYICS, HO
TYT e nocepbe3Hen. J{a, ona 6bu1a 661 XOpoIa, ecyiu Obl He KOPOBHI XBOCT. ..

— Bame BuHO.

Jlrortudep B3APOTHYI OT To0ca OUIlMaHTa U TTOJAKATUII TJasa.

— IOHo111a, BBI pemmiyM opranu30BaTh MHE pa3phiB cepaia’?

— W3BuHUTE. ..

— U3BuHAL. ..

JbsiBon moaHs1 OOKaJl W MPUKOCHYICS HUM K OOKally JEBYIIKM. 3BOH XpycCTajsi BCerja
HallOMUHAJ €EMY O PaUCKHX CaJax.

— JlaBaii BbIlTbeM. 3a Hallle 3HAKOMCTBO.

Ona omycTuia ryia3a, Ho OOKaJl MOoJHsIA U CJIeTKa MpUryouia.

JIror mpUKOCHYNICS MaibllaMHU K JIOHBIIIKY W, YBUJIEB YE€pe3 CTEKJISHHbIE Kpas Ookana ee
YIUBIECHHBIN B3TJIS, MPOMYPIIBIKAT:

— Ile#t no nua. He ocrtasisii.

OHa MogUMHUIACH €EMY, U OH 3aMETWJI, KaK PACKPACHEJIMUCh €€ IIEKU. XOpOIlo... OHA EIIe
CIMIIKOM ciaba... Ee miaza Obuii OECIIOKOMHBIMY, U OH OTYETJIMBO YATAJI B HUX PACTEPSIHHOCTD U
nerkuit crpax. Jlrouudep B BUHO U CXaJl €€ PYKY, JIEKaBIIyO Ha O€JION CKaTepTH.

— Tb1 Oounbest MeHs?

JleBy1iKa ObICTPO MOCMOTpENIA Ha HETO.

— Her. A nomxua?

— Ao6comotHo! — JI1o1l ¢ YIOBOJBCTBHEM CMOTpEN HA €€ SIMOYKU U JJIUHHBIC PECHHUIIBL
BHyTpeHHMIT TO10C — CIIYTHUK €ro JIETKOro 0e3ymMCcTBa OT BEUHOCTH, THUXO Ipeaynpexaan: "Ona
BBI3BIBAET B T€OE YMUJIEHUE, a 3TO HE COBCEM TO YYBCTBO, KOTOPOE JOJIKEH UCIBITHIBAThH JbSBOJ"

JIro1 OTMaxHyJICs OT HETO U CHOBA CKOHLIEHTpUpOBaJICA Ha Tamape.

— 1 Xo4y BCTPETUTHCS CHOBA.

— Ho sT1a BcTpeua emie He 3aKOHUEHA, — YIBIOHYJIACh OHA, aKKypaTHO OCBOOOXIasi CBOIO
PYKY H3-II0J] €TO TaJIbIICB.
— Sl 6ecnokoroch 0 OymayiieM, — JbSBOJ Clefiall BHJ, YTO HE OOpaTWJl BHUMaHHS Ha €e

IBYOKEHHUE. — S TOJDKEH 3HaTh, UTO YBHIKY T€Osl CHOBA.

— $1 He oTpUIIar0 TaKOW BO3MOYKHOCTH, — JICBYIIIKA HEPBHO TEpeOMIIa KpaeIIeK CKaTepTH. —
Tem Oosee st 00s13aHa TeOE CBOUM CITACEHUEM.

— O-0, g HE X049y, 4TOOBI THI BCTpEUYAIaCh CO MHOM TOJIBKO M3-3a TOTO, YTO s MPOTHAJI ITUX
DIYIBIX MagoJieTok! — JI1o11 pa3apakeHHO MaxHY/I PYKO. Y HEro He MOIyJ9aioCh MPOYUTAaTh ee, U
3TO 37uj0 ero. Heyxenu oHa He oyapoBaHa €ro BHEIIHOCTHIO, TOJIOCOM U MIEIPOCTHIO?

* % * 4] Opima oyapoBaHa CBOMM CITYTHMKOM, HO OH HEMHOTO OyIOopa)KUJl MEHs, KaKk U 3TO
ctapoe, noporoe BuHO. OH ObUT HEMHOTO CTPAaHHBIM, U YTO-TO JIPEBHEE MPOCKAIB3BIBAIO B €0



B3MIJIe — HEOOBACHMMOE olylieHne. Ham nprunecnu eny u s, 100OOPOB CMYILEHUE, TPUHATIACH C
YIOBOJILCTBUEM €CTh, HACIAXKAAsICh BCEM, UTO CTABHJIMA MEPEeO0 MHOU. A 3TO ObUI CyIl U3 YCTpHIL,
II0TOM KaKO€-TO HEMMOBEPHO BKYCHOE MsICO U HEXKHBIN J1ECEPT.

JIronyad JEHUBO KOBBIPSUT BUJIKOM JIMCThS cajlaTa WU MOJIYall, YTOObl HE OTBJIEKAaTh MEHS OT
eapl. Ero yauBuTENbHBIE INa3a MNEPUOAMYECKM TEMHEIW, MOTOM CHOBAa BCIBIXMBaIU, OyaTO
pearupysi Ha MbICIIH, OTYKJaloIIMe B €ro rojioBe.

— Pacckaxxu MHe 0 cebe, — BIpPYr MONPOCUI OH, KOIJIda CTOJI OCBOOOIWMIIUA OT IYCTHIX
TapeJIoK, U s 3aMepiia, He 3Hasi, 4TO eMy cka3arb. J[a u Mora nu 1?7 Most naMsATh OABOIMIIA MEHS,
U 5 HE 3Haja, KTO OH. BO3MOXHO, OH OOMaHBIBa€T MEHS... XOTh 3TOI0 MHE OYEHb HE XOTEJIOCH.

— UYTo THI X0U€lllb 3HATh? — s HANPAMIAch, 0XKUJAas BONPOCA, U MPUTOTOBUIACH UCKATh B
3TOM Ky4y I10JIBOXOB.

— 3amyxkeMm U Thl? — JIroruaH MHOTO3HAYUTEIBHO TOCMOTPEI Ha MOIO MPABYIO PYKY.

— Her, He 3amyxem, — 110 KpallHEN Mepe, MHE TaK Ka3aaocCh.

— DTOro JI0CTaTOYHO, — OH XUTPO YJIBIOHYJICS. — BoJibIlle MHE HUYETO HE HY)KHO 3HaTh.

Ero obasitenpHas ynbplOKa 3acTaBUiIa MEHS TOXe YIbIOHYThca. Ho s uyBcTBOBaJsia, YTO €CTh B
HEM HEYTO OIMACHOE, CKPBITOE MO 3TUM 00astHUEM. 3aro 5 OLyTUMO pacciaaduiack, Koraa rnoHsuia,
4TO, BO3MOXHO, M30€Kana pacclpocoB U, COOTBETCTBEHHO, OTBETOB Ha HHUX. Kak ke OH cmyman
Mmens! Sl yyBCTBOBasia, KaK MbUIAIOT MOU IIEKH, U OT 3TOTO OHM MbLIAIH €IIe OOJIBIIE.

— MHe HY)XHO BBIUTH... — 5 BCTaJla, ¥ OH MOKa3aJl MHE Ha KPacHYyI0 0apXaTHYIO LITOPY.

— JlaMckast KOMHaTa TaMm.

— Cnacubo, — s moMyanach Tyza, keJas JUllb OJHOTO — YMBITHCSI XOJIOAHOUW BOJIOM.

Jlerue MHe He CTajo, HO IIEKH MEPECTaIU MbUIATh, YTO OYEHb PAJOBAJIO, C HUMH 5 ObLIa
MOX0’Ka Ha MaicKyro po3y! Posa... uBeTHL...

Mens Bapyr Opocuiio B XOJOAHBIM TOT, a PYKH 3arpsciuch. S cxBaruiach 3a Kpail
YMBIBaJIbHUKA U 3aKpbUIA 171433, COAPOrasiCh OT MpUCTyNa yxxaca. [Iponuio HeCKoJIbKO MUHYT, OKA
MO€ JIbIXaHWE TMPUILUI0 B HOPMY, a MaHWKa OTCTynwia. S pasnenuiia BEKH, YyBCTBYsS CJIE€3bl Ha
eKax, ¥ MoCMOTpelia Ha CBOM PYKH, C CUJION CXKMMaBIIME Kpasi pakoBUHBL. [lo Hell pa3dexanach
CETKa TPEIHH. ..

Beiins u3 tyanera, st CTONKHYJIACh ¢ JIFOIIMAaHOM, KOTOPBIM CTOSUT BO3JI€ CTEHBI, Pa3ApPaKCHHO
IIOCTYKMBAsl HOT'OM 110 IOJY.

— Iouemy Tak 10JIr0? — OH HAXMYPHJICS IIPU BUJE MEHs. — I mogymas, 4To-TO CIy4HJIOCH!

— Bce xopomo, — s yIMBIEHHO ITOCMOTpeENa Ha Hero. Bee-Taku OoH cTpaHHO ce0s BeAeT Uil
YeJIOBEKa, C KOTOPhIM Mbl TO3HAKOMMWJIMCH NApy 4acoB Ha3al... — S HEBaXKHO ce0sl YyBCTBYIO.
Mse ObI XOTEJIOCh YUTH.

— Ilonnem, — Jlronuan B3s1 MEHS 3a PYKY U, TOJIKHYB HEIPUMETHYIO IBEPh YEPHOIO BXO/A,
BbIBEJI MEHS Ha yaully. — TbI OjeaHasi.

— DTO mpoiIeT, — 5 XOTeJa MPOCTO JIeUb MO OEsII0, IEPEBAPUTh U U30aBUTHCA OT TOTO
YyBCTBA OTBPALICHHS U CTpaxa, KOTOPOE OXBATHUIIO MEHS B TYaJIETE.

On moiya moznBenr MeHs K llopie TEMHO-CMHEr0, HACHIIIEHHOTO IBETA W, OTKPBIB 3aJHIOI0
IBEPILLY, YCAJWUI HA CUJICHUE.

— Te0s oTBE3YT.

S mocMoTpena Ha IMPOKYIO CIIMHY BOJUTENSI U HEMHOTO CTpyxHyJa. YUrto s nenaro?

— He mnepexwubaii. Bce Oyner xopomo. — JlonuaH CJIOBHO MpOYed MOHW MBICIU U, TO-
CTapOMOJHOMY MOIEJIOBAB MHE PYKY, 3aXJIOMHYJ ABEPLLY.
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* % Jlroumdep BUmemn, 4To AEBYIIKE IMJI0X0, OH TOHUMAJI, YTO K HE BO3BpaIlaeTCs MaMsITh, U
HY>KHO ObUT0 crienmTh. OH TOTOB OBbUT MATH HAMPOJIOM M HE OTIYCKaTh €€, HO CTOWJIO UM BBIUTH Ha
YIIHIly, KaK u3-3a yria nokasaincs budponc. Jlromy npuiuiock ycaauTh JIEBYIIKY B CBOIO MAIIMHY U
OTHPaBUTH C oG epoM TIOMOM. J[eMOH ITpuHEC HOBOCTH.

— JleMoOHBI HanU peOeHKa.

— Taxk ObicTpo? — Jlro1 yIMBIEHHO BCKUHYN OpoBU. — OTKy/Aa Takas paCTOPONHOCTh?

— JleBouka He Ha 3emiie. — budpoHc Habmonan 3a peakiueit JIrona 1, Koraa TOT MEJICHHO
MOBEPHYJ K HEMY T'OJIOBY, CKa3al: — PebOeHok B Any.

— Ut0-07?? — nHa nune Jlronudepa nposBUIUCH €ro HACTOSIIHME YepThl. — UT0-077?

— Manbiika y Ypdypa. — budponc nakinonuncs k Jlromy u tuxo ckazan: — Jlwom, 3TOT
4EPTOB JJOKTOP MYTHUT BOAY B Any.

— 41 oTpaBIIsIrOCH cervac xe.

— MHe uaru ¢ Toboi?

— @ponu! A uny x cedbe nomoit! He 6yap moeit mamoukoid!

— Xopo1io, U1, HO MHE TOXE 0XOTa XOTh Pa3 3a BCE 3TO BPEMSI MOSIBUTHCSI B CBOEM 3aMKe!

— Kcrarn, kak 3T0 y 9TOro koHoBajda Ypdypa MOIydaeTcs MYTUTh BOAY JaXKe IMOCIe

cmeptu? — Jlrorm, yKe HampaBiIsSIONMIICS OO0paTHO K pecTopaHy, pe3Ko TMOBEpHYICS K
budpoucy. — Oto cTpanHo.
— Hwuuero ctpannoro! — budponc caenan 6onpnme miaza. — OnWH MbsIHBINA BiIaabika Aja,

HaJIeJW Hallero MHOTOyBa)KaeMOro Bpaya HMMYHUTETOM K TpaBMaM W paHaM, KaKUMH
CTpalHbMU OHU Obl HE ObUIH! He 3Haens kTo 310?

JIronuep oTBen miasa, paccMarpuBasi Kydky BOPOOBEB, KIIIOIOIMX KyCOYEK XJIEOHON KOPKH, U
TSXKEJ0 B3IOXHYI.

— A 4TO CIIOJIBUIJIO BIIAJIBIKY AJla CAENIaTh TAKYIO TIIYIIOCTh?

— Bo3MoxxHO, BUHO U OBICTPO BbUICUECHHasT Ypdypom pana? — mpoTsHynl budponc. —
3ameuaTenbHas 0JaroJapHoOCTh.

— Jla... mo-moemy, st ObUT HEMO3BOIUTENBHO IIeAp... — JIIOIl YCTABUJICS CBOMMH T'OJTYOBIMU
I1a3aMy Ha 3apociiee meTHHou o budponca. — DpoHU... T TOX0XK HA KOHIOXA... TBOS KEHA

HE BbIrOBapuBaeT Tede 3a 3T0 Oe300pazue?

- Moeii )xeHe 3To HpaBuTcs. — budpoHc paszapaxeHHo mouecan nogdoponok. — Kak pearb
Oyzaem 3Ty npodiaemMy?

— 4. 4 6yny pemars. — JIro1l mmomaxan rmepej ero JMUIOM MajiblleM, U JIEMOH HEIOBOJIBHO
OTIIATHYJICS. — A T04YeMY Thl paHbLIe MHE HE HAIOMHWJI O HameMm AokTope? Ilouemy mo3Bomnmin
AyMaThb, YTO s yOuI ero?

— He xoren nummuii pa3 HamOMUHATh T€OE O TBOUX MbSHBIX MIEIPOCTSIX!

— O-o0! He roBopu MHe 6oJibliie HU4Ero! — JIbSIBOJ HEPBHO BCYHYNI PYKU B KapMaHbI OPIOK. —
W He B3nymaii 6oJblie HUKOMY cKa3aTh 00 3ToM!

— Konbe Muxauna mMHe B... — budponc cmionyn u 3actroHan: — S HaOpancs oT Tebs
BCSKHX TalocTen!

— B 3an! — mmpoxko yneiOnyncs Jlrorn. — Konbe Muxania tebe B 3ax!

— Iloseps JIro1, emy TaM He mecTO!

— Ax-xa!



* % * Mom4aJuBbIA BOIUTEINb MOABE3 MEHS MPSAMO K MOIBE3TY U, HECMOTPS Ha MOU TIPOTECTHI,
MPOBEJI IO KBApTUPHL. MHe ObUTO He TI0 cebe B ero oOIIeCTBe, S YyBCTBOBAIA UCXOMIAIIYIO OT HEro
cuiy 1 onacHocTh. Ho ot Jlronunana 3Tu Bellm UCXOAMIIM C OOJIbIIEeH CUIION, XOTS OH ObUT HAMHOTO
U3SIIHEE, YEM 3TOT rpoMmiia. S Boluia B KBapTHPY, MOAOLUIA K OKHY U YBHJENA, YTO BOAUTEIb
TOBOPUT 1O TenedoHy, a TOTOM CaaUTCI B MallMHY U ye3xkaeT. U Tyt meHs oceHusio. OTKyna oH
3HaJ, r1e g xkuBy??? JlroluuaH He TOBOPUII MY, Kya €XaTb, sl TOXKeE... B /yllle CHOBa 3allleBeIUIINCH
nono3penus. OH He Tak npocT, Kak kaxercs! Ho kto ke on? Kro?

S we 3nHana, uro aenars. Kyma waru. l'opon Hamyraa MEHsT CBOMM HE3HAKOMBIM BHUJOM,
IIyMOM W MEpErieTeHueM yauil. MHe ObUIO CTPaIlHO U TOCKJIMBO, & MBICIIb O TOM, YTO sl HUKOT/a
HE Haly CBOIO 104b, yOUBaIa MEHA. ..

[ToniaBumch KakOMy-TO UMNYIbCY, S MPHUHSJIACh BHITACKMBATh BCE SIIIMKH, OTKPHIBAaTh BCE
mkadpl, TOKa He go0Opanack 10 TYMOOYKHM, Ha KOTOPOH CTOSUI JPEBHUN, MOKPHITHIA MBUIBIO
tenedoH. S nepHyna pyuyky slMKa M C 3aMUpPAaHHEM CepJla yBHjeNa MOOUJIBHBIN W 3apsaHOE,
aKKypaTHO CKPYYEHHOE U JISKAILEe PAJIOM.

I'ocionu! I'ocmoau! Iloxkanyricra!l

S Monunack 3TUMH TPOCTBIMHM CJIOBaMH, BCOBBIBas 3apsAHOE B PO3ETKY. 3apalorail...
[Toxanyicra!l

DkpaH ObUT TEMHBIM, U, CKOJIBKO S HU CMOTpeEJa Ha Hero, uyyaa He npousonuio. [1IBbpHYB ero
Ha TyMOOUKY, 5 pacIulakajiach U TYT YCJbIIIAja JETKYI0 BUOpALIMIO O IEPEBSIHHYIO MOBEPXHOCTh. He
BEpA B CBOE CYACTbE, 1 MEJICHHO IOBEPHYJIACh M 4YyTh HE 3alMllaia OT PaJOCTH, YBUJIEB
cBeTsaumics 3kpan. [a! [a!

CxparuB TenedoH, s 3ane3na B TelePOHHYIO KHUTY M TPUHSIIACH JIUXOPAJIOYHO
IpOCMaTpUBaTh KOHTAaKThl. Kakue-To numeHa... pamunui... Bot! Mama... Myx... Myx???

S Hakanma Ha BBI3OB, HE COBCEM BEpPs B yaudy, HO BbI30B BCE-TaKH IOILEN, U g 3aMepia C
OCIICHO CTYYallluM CEp/IlIEM.

OpnuH... 1Ba... TPH... YETHIPE. ..

— Tamapa?!

— [a, 3T0 f... — MEHs 3aTpyCHJIO OT 3BYKOB 3TOr0 Trojioca. BHYTpEHHHUI rojoc roBOPUI O
TOM, 4TO 4 Mo3BoHMIA 3psi. Ho ObLI0 yke Mo3aHO.

— I'ne to1?! I'me Dna?! — myxuuHa Kpudan B TpyOKy, a s MoJiyajia, He 3Has, YTO CKa3arTk.
Moxet, o momoxeT MmHe? OH ke MyX... — TbI Tae musuiace, cyka?! Kyna te1 gena motro nous?! A
Tebe Oamky oTopBy! Amo! Anno! He Momuu, TBapsb!

S orkmroumsiace m ynana Ha nuBaH. Uept! BuauMo, y Hac HE O4EHb XOPOILIME OTHOIICHMUS.
3auem s mo3BoHmiIa emy? Kak s Temnepb oOBsICHIO emy, rrme aAoub? Tem Oolee, Cyas MO Hamemy
pasroBopy, OH TOXK€ HE 3HAeT Tie oHa. B kBapTupe He ObUIO HM OnHOM ero dororpaduu, HU
COBMECTHBIX, UYTO JIOJDKHO OBUIO HAaBECTHM MEHS Ha Pa3MBIIUICHUS, HO CETOBarb OBbLIO IMO3JHO.
TenedpoHn 3a3BoOHMI, HO S HE CIHENIMJIA OTBeYarb, 3Has KTO 3TO. OH 3BOHWUI W 3BOHWI, a S
TapalMiach Ha HEro W *kJajla Korjga ke 3TO, HaKkoHel, nmpekparutcs. Korma oH 3amoinuan, s ¢
3aMUpaHUEM Cep/lla Halllla HOMEP MaMbl U Ha)kaja Ha BbI3OB... AOOHEHT He JOCTyNeH... BoT 3To
IJI0XO. ..

Wtak: s HUYEero He caenana Jjsi MOWCKOB J04YepH, OOHApYXKHIa ce0s MYXY, KOTOPBIA SBHO
HEHABUJIEJI MEHS, U HE CMOIJIa HAWTU Mamy. YUTo k... Ha4YHY CHaJaja...

S B3sanack 3a TenedoH M Kak TOJIBKO MPHUHSUIACh CHOBAa IPOCMAaTrpuBaTh KOHTAKTHI, B JBEPh
MO3BOHUIIM. S BbIIUIA B NMPHUXOXKYIO, CTAPAsICh HACTYNAaTb HAa HOCKW, W W3-3a JIBEPHU pa3aajics
YIPOXKAKOLUMMN, MYKCKOHU I'0JI0C:



— Tamapa, otkpoii, 3To Ceprei. A 3Haw, 4To Thl Tam. OTKpbIBAid, WJIH 51 BHIIMOY JIBEPb.
Cnplmii?

Cepreit? Bot aypa! 3auem? 3auem s emy 3BoHUA? anoTKa. ..

— OTkpsIBaii cydka, st mpoOeran 3a To0o0i JBa roaa... Onsa ¢ Tobon? OTaait MHe peOeHKa, U 5
HUYEro Tede He Clearo. ..

A monuana, kycas ryosl. Yto genars?

— Bor tak 35aunt? Hy, X0powo... s 60b11e He OyAy TaKUM JOOPBIM.

3a JBepbl0 BOIAPWJIACH THUIIMHA, HO S 3HAJIA, YTO HAJIBUTAETCA Kakas-To Oella, KOTOPYIO s
BbI3BAJIa caMma. ..

Ocrarok HA g MpoBeja B HEPBHOM OXKHUJAHWM YETO-TO Y)KaCHOTO, HO TeleOoH Moydaj, U B
IBEpH OOJIbILIE HUKTO HE 3BOHMII. S TOXKE HE pelianach MO3BOHUTH KOMY-HUOY/b, HE 3HAsl TENEpb,
YEro MHE OXKHUJATh OT KOTJIa-TO 3HAKOMBIX MHE Jrofei. CHOBa XOTEJIOCh €CTh, U 3TO HABOAMJIO Ha
ompeAesICHHbIE PAa3MBIILICHHUS 110 MTOBOIY MOETO JaTbHEUIIEro CyIIeCTBOBaHUS 0e3 JCHeT.

S cTosiia Bo3Jie IETCKOW KPOBATKHU, KOT/IA YCIIbIIAIa JETKUM MIETY0K OTKPhIBAEMOU JIBEPH.

MHe crajio CTpalHO J0 TOIIHOTHI, K TOpPJY MNOJACTYMUJ KOMOK, HE JArOlMil JbIIATh.
OcCTOpOkKHO 51 OTOIDIA BIIyOb KOMHAThI, UIIA TJIA3aMU XOTh YTO-TO, YTO MOKHO ObUIO MPUMEHUTH,
KaK 3allMTy, U TYT JBEPHOM IMPOEME MOSBUJICS BHICOKMM MYKUWHA, JIEHUBO MOKPYYUBAsS KIIIOUU B
nasbliax.

— IIpuser. [Jonro nparatecs qymana’?

Moii ciyx 0e30mmO0YHO OMpeNeuyl 3HAaKOMble HOTKH, U CTpax CTajl elle CUjbHee. DTOT
YeJIOBEK MPUYUHSIT MHE 00JTb.

OH mpoiies1 B KOMHATy, 00BOJIS Tlla3aMU 0OCTAHOBKY, U XMBIKHYIL:

— Hwuyero He u3Menunock. Bece Tak e M KUBEIb, Kak I[E€PKOBHAs Mbllb. [71e peOeHOK,
Tamapa? — ero XoJIOJIHbIE CEphIE [T1a3a OCTAHOBUJIMCH HA MHE C MYralollMy paBHOAYIIMEM. S Tyno
MISUTAIIACh Ha HETO, M TaMSITh BO3BpaIliAiach KO MHE MPWJIMBAMU, 00JIM3bIBasi BOCTIAJICHHBIM MO3T.
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S xorma-To ObUIa cyacTiIMBa ¢ ATUM 4eiaoBekoM. OH JMapuia MHE CUacThe, OH MOAAPUII MHE
On1o... HO MOTOM BC€ U3MEHWIOCH. llepeq MouMHM TiiazaMu BO3HMKIIM KapTHUHBI OOrarod >KU3HMU:
JOpOTHE MAallMHBI, KA3UHO U KEHIMHBIL... V1 Ooyiee y:kacHoOe: opyxue, KpoBb U TOOOU, KOTOPBIMU
MEHS HarpakJiaju ¢ IMyrarolei mocae0BaTeIbHOCTRIO.

— S cnpocuin: rae peOeHoK? — JeAIHON TOJ0C BhIBEI MEHs U3 ctynopa. — Kyma 1wl fena
D10, YOKHyTas?

— 4 He 3Ha10, — OTBETHUJIA 5, IOHUMAs, UYTO BpaTh HE CMOTY, Jia U 3a4eM?

— Kak a10, THI He 3Haemn??? — OH JBUHYJICA KO MHE, C)KMMas Kylaku. — Thl Kyga ee
cupsitana?! nu Mae u3 Te0s BBITSHYTH 3TO APYTUM criocooom?!

S monsTUNIACH OT HETO M YBHUJIENA, KAK B KOMHATY BXOIUT €I OAUH MYyx4uHa. HenpustHoe
JIU10, TOYTH 3BEPUHBIN OCKAJl M TaTYMPOBKA Ha IIee. . .

— Banepa, — oOparuiics K Hemy MO# ObIBIIMM MyX. — OHa MOEJET C HAMH.

— Jla 6e3 BOmpOCOB, — OH HaMpaBUJICS KO MHE, U s 3aKpuyayia, HO CUJIbHBIN ylap Mo JUIlY
3aCTaBUJI MEHS IPOBAIUTHCS B TEMHOTY.

* %k JIrom 1 HE COMHEBAJICS, YTO JIEJIO MOYTH clienaHo. 3a0pars pebeHka y Ypbypa — nemno
BPEMEHH, a JIUIIUTH 3TOTO MPOKJISATOTO TOKTOPA CBOETO IMIEPOro Moapka — ObUIO JAEJIOM YECTH.

— @poHU, Kak TeOe KUBETCS C KEHIMMHON? — MYXYUHBI CUJEIH 3a cToinKoM B "Koppune",
U JbsIBOJI HacTOoMuMBO "mibiTan" budponca. — UTo Tl ¢ Hel fenaenn?

— Jlrou, ThI MEHs Myraeulb... — JEMOH YIBIOHYIICS. — ThI HE 3HaelIb, YTO ACJIAI0T MY)KYMHA
U KEeHIMHA?

— He nerutsiics k cnoBam, @ponn! — BockimkHyn JIron u 3acMmesics. — S ToBOpro HE ¢
MOCTEbHBIX yTeXax!

— Yto 3a BeIpaxkeHHE "mocTenbHBbIE yTexu'"? — momopumiics budponc. — IlocTenbHbic

yTEXH...
— A uto? — JIron mokan mjiedamu. — MHE O4eHb XOUeTCS. .. YTeX...
— Sl Hazmeroch, MBI HE OyIeM 3TO 00CykaaTh? — budpoHC onmacaInBO MOKOCUJICS Ha JIbsSBOJIA.
— ThI MOX0kK Ha HEXHYIO JeBCTBeHHUILY, ponu! — 3axoxotan Jlrom. — JlagHo... s roBopuUI
0 BeIllaX, KOTOPBIMHU BbI 3aHUMaeTeCh IOMUMO CeKca.

— Hyy... MBI pa3roBaprBaeMm. .. TOTOBUM €1Iy... TYJISIEM... — JEMOH PacTEepPSHHO MOPTHYI. —
JIron, 3aueM tebe »T0???
— l'oToBUM exy... — MedTarebHO MPOTSIHYI AbSBOJ W B3JAOXHYI. — Bce, s uay K neByIike,

TOBOPIO €i MpaBy, ¥ MBI TOKE OyZIeM pa3roBapuBaTh, TOTOBUTH €11y U TYJISITH!

Jlrormuep pe3ko BCTad M HAMIPABUIICS K BBIXOTY.

budpoHc monun BUHO, 10€7 BUHOTPAJl U TOXKE BCTA.

— MHe HY)KHO Ha 3TO TOCMOTPET.

* * * ['onoBa packajblBaJlaCh Ha MUJUIMOHBI KYCOYKOB, @ BO PTY COJICHBIM MPUBKYC KPOBU
CMEILMBAJICS C MbUIbIO. Sl 3acTOHANIa U MPUIIOHIACH C OETOHHOTO 10JIa, Ha KOTOPOM Jexana. ['ae
a? ['ocriony. .. 1a 310 Ke... MeHs 3aTONMII0 BOCIIOMUHAHUAMU, KOTOPBIE JIE3]IA CO BCEX 3aAKOYIIKOB
NaMsTH, U 5 JakKe 3aCTOHAJIa, 00XBAaTUB IOJIOBY pyKaMu. Sl Haxoquiack B OJBAJIE HALETO C MYXEM
ZI0OMa, KOTOPBIN OH IMOCTPOUJI ITEPE POKIACHUEM JJIEUKHU.

S BciomHmIa Bce. OT MOMEHTa MOETO TPEXJIETHsS A0 CBaJIbOBI, POXKIEHUS TOYEPH U JO TOTO
Y)KaCHOTO COOBITHSA, TOCJe KOTOpOro s momnana B... Amn... JpsBonm roBopusi co MHOH. OH



pacckasblBajl MHE CTpallHble BEIM W pacKpbiBaid mepeno MHOW aymry. OH ObUl BO CTO Kpar
paHuMel, yeM OOBIYHBIN YenoBekK... Ho, BO3BMOXHO, 1O €ro BUHE 5 OKa3zalach B Ay, IpopocIias E
AIMKE C 3eMJIel... BO3MOXKHO, OH IOcCian TOro y»acHoro J€MOHa CO IIpaMOM Ha juue... MHe
Ka3aJIoCh, UTO 5 CXOXKY C yMa...

Ho Teneps moeit ipo6siemoit 0611 MyX. beiBimii Mmyx. C 1bIBOJIOM s pa30epych IMOTOM.

OH xoTen 3a0parh J04b, OH U30MBAJI MEHS U MOCTOSHHO 3aKpbIBaJl B 3TOM IOJBaJie, KOTAa
MIPUBOAMII CBOIO JIFDOOBHUILY, U OHA BOPKOBAJIa C MOEH JI0UEPbIO, MOKA S phlajia ¥ JJoMajia HOTTU O
AKEJIE3HYIO JIBepb. MeHsI MPUBOJUIN K HEU, YTOOBI TOKOPMUTH, U YBOAWIN CHOBA, S 3HAJIA, YTO OH
yOBeT MEHSI, KaK TOJIbKO JJIsl IEPECTaHeT HYKIaThCsl B MOEM MOJIOKE.

Korma meHst B ouepenHol pa3 mpuBEIN B AETCKYIO, S IOCTajda €€ W3 KOJIBIOENHU W BhLIE3Ja B
OKHO, BEUEpPHUE CYMEpPKH CKPBUIM MEHS, U, PAaCTBOPHUBIIMCH B JieCy, s Oexayna, caupas HOTU B
KpoBb... S mpubexana k Mame... [locne Toro, kak Mbl mepeexaid B JOM, OHAa KHJa B MOEH
KBapTupe. Mama miakania, JJisi Kpuyalia, 3aMep3iiiasi B TOHKOM OJIesIKe, a s, ¢ OSIIeHbIMU [J1a3aMU
MOBTOPSJIA JUIIb OJTHO:

— ITomoru mamouxka! [Tomoru!

Mawma B3sis1a ce0st B pykKu U 0ToOpasia y MeHs J104b.

— He Ootics. S Bce pery.

Omna 3aHsuach peOEHKOM, a s JIpo’kajia OT CTpaxa, MOHUMAasi, YTO C MUHYTHl HA MUHYTY MYX
Oynet 31ech, M TOTJa CIYUYUTCS YTO-TO Y>KacHOE.

O5is1 3aTUXIIA, U S YCHbIIIAJIA TOJIOC MaMBbl.

— Anno Cepreii? Oto Hanexna MBanoBHa. Mbl ¢ Tamapoii moObBaJIM B MUJIMUITUU I
Hamnucaiu 3asBieHue. Eciy ¢ Hell XOTh 4TO-HUOYIb CITyYUTCS, TIeHs Ha ceOsl.

Ha crnenyronmii nesp Mbl Tak U noctynmwin. Cepreid OTCTall, HO S 3Haja, 4TO TaK MPOCTO BCE
ATO HE 3aKOHYUTCS... OH ObUI CIMIIKOM 3J0NaMSTHBIM U CIUIIKOM ECTOKUM. A Yepe3 HEJEII0
MEHS TMOXUTHJ JEMOH cO mpamoM... W g He 3Haw, rae mama... S BexnmnHyma. ['pomko u
OTYASTHHO.

* % Jlrou mpuOIU3UIICS K IBEPAM JICBYIIKH U Cpa3y K€ 3aMep, YyBCTBYS IHEPIeTUKY CTpaxa u
0omu. OH TOJKHYJI JBEPHU W BolleN B KBapTupy. Huuero takoro, 4ro roBopusio Obl 0 HamaJeHUU
unu 6opbOe, mMpoucxoauBILei 31ech, HO JIronudep 4yBCTBOBA, YTO B 3TOM KOMHATE CIY4MJIOCH
Heuto. OH mpucen U NpoBes najblieM 1mo napkety. KpoBb. [[bsBOI MU3HYI €€ U NPUKPHLT I1a3a,
BBIMCKMBAsi B IMPOCTPAHCTBE Ty, KOTOPOW MpPHUHAAJEkKalIa 3Ta KpoBb. YacTWuka JEBYIIKU
pacTBOpPUIIACH B €ro Teje, NpoOyXk/1asi B HEM HEMPEOoAOIUMYIO TSry, W JIIo1l moien Ha 3TOT 30B,
TEMHEsI OT THEBA.

budponc Habmroan 3a HUM U3JAJIeKa, KOTAa Y HETO 3a3BOHUI TeIe(dOoH.

— Anno! Tel Tie? — rosoc ApuHBI IpoJIHII 0anbk3aM Ha €ro cepile.

— Crnexy 3a JIrorom.

— 3auem???

— OmH Oeraer 3a )XEHIIMHOM, KakK myjeias! MHe HHTepecHO. ..

— @ponu, aomoil. TBos xkeHumMHa *kenaer Teds BunaeTh. OcraBb Jliolla B mokoe, B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, OH JbsIBO!

— Caymaroch 1 TOBUHYIOCh. — BU(pPOHC HETOBOIBHO B3IOXHYI M MOTPO3UI YIAISIOMIEMYCSI
Jromudepy. — Emg Tebe Oynyt BeiHOCUTH MO3T, JItoir! Hacnaxmaiics moka. ..

— Hayuucs Beikitouats Tenedon! S Bce capiy!

— Ye-epr...

* % * JlBephb monBaJia OTKPbUIACK, BITYCKas CBET B CyMpak mojBajia, u s yBuaena Cepres. OH



MEJICHHO MOOIIEN KO MHE U MOJT4a YCTaBUJICSA Ha MOE CKPIOUYEHOE TEJIO.

— 41 monro >xmai TOro MOMEHTA.

— OcTaBb MEHS.

— He-er... Tl MHE KO€-4YTO 3a/10JKajia, — OH CXBAaTHJI MEHS 32 LIC0 U NMPUNOIHUL. — MHe
HY>KE€H MOU peOeHOK, a MOTOM s 3aMypyl0 TeOsi B 0ETOH B ATOM mojBaie. ['oBopu, rae Dms?!

— Ecnu Obl s maxke 3Hana, TO HE cKaszana! — BBIUIIOHY/IA S €My B JIMIIO M 3aCTOHajia OT
pe3koii 6ou.

Cepreil ynapuia MeHsS HIMPOKUM PEMHEM, KOTOPBIM OH CKUMaJ B pyke. DTO ObLIO HACTOJIBKO
00KHUTAIOIIIE, YTO MHE MTOKAa3aJI0Ch, OyITO MHE Ha CIIMHY BBIBEPHYJIU TOPSIIIUE YIIIH.

— I'ne most Joup?

S Monyana, ¥ OH CHOBa ydapwil MEHs, IOIMAaB MO JUIY, OTYEro s IOYYyBCTBOBaJA, Kak
TpecKaeTcs HeXKHasl KoKa Ha rydax.

— Jagait! Opu, apsus! Opu! — nmnen oH, oNATh 3aMaxuBasiCh Ha MeHsS. — OTaal MH¢
pebenka!

MeHst Ha KycKd pas3pbiBajia 00Jib, M s OIylllaja KPOBb, CTEKAIONIyI0 MHE Ha mier. M Tyt 1
3aMeTuiIa, YTO MOM MAaJIbI[bl TPOJIOMAIN OETOH U BIEMHUJIMCH B 3TU MPOJOMBI Y>KaCHOM XBaTKOM.
Mekast KpollKa ChIllajiach ¢ MO€H JIaJIOHU C TUXUM IopoxoM. ITo caenana s1??? ok Ha cekyHay
OTBJICK MEHS OT MY)Ka U, KOTJla PEMEHb OIYCTHUJICS Ha MEHsI, 0OMaThIBasl III€I0, s ynaja, He B CUjax
CHAEPKaTh KPUK.

— Ceituac s ciaomato Tede pyKHu.

Jlaxke CKBO3b IIlyM B yIIaX s yCHbIIAia 3TOT ToJIoc W, IpeBo3Moras 00k, MOIHsIIA TOJIOBY.
JIronnan. Ho xak oH okazaics 31ech???

JIuio MyX4MHBI HayajJo MEHSAThCS U s ¢ ykacoMm y3Hana B HeMm Jlwonudepa. Jlronmas...
Jrouudep...

— Tor kak 3xech okazancsa?! — Ceprerd U3yMIIEHHO TOCMOTPEN Ha 3aKPBITYIO ABEPb. — ThI
KTO, CKOTHHA?!

JbsiBON MOKa3aJicsi U3 TEMHOTHI, U s1 UyTh HE 3aJI0XHYJIACh OT €ro KpacoThl. bienHoe nuio c
BBICOKMMH JIyraMu OpoOBeH, SipKue, rojyOble Ia3a, Kak MsATHAa CBETWJINCh Ha (POHE €ro KOXH,
JUTMHHBIE MAJIbIbI OXBATHIBAIOT PYKOSTKY HOXA.

— Thl MOHUMAEIIb, Ky/ia 3aj1e3?! — OBIBIIMI MY)X 3aMaxHYJICS Ha HETO peMHeM, Ho Jlrorudep
CXBAaTWJI €TO PE3KUM JABUKEHUEM U AepHYI. — Cykal!!!

Cepreii yman Ha MOJ ¥ NONBITANICS MOAHATHCS, HO JItonudep HACTynmua eMy MeX1y JIOAaroK 1
BJABHJI B OETOH.

— Ceifuac Tl yMmpenb.

— Kaxkoro udepra npoucxogut?! — OH MOBEPHYII KO MHE MEPEKOLIEHHOE 3J0CThIO JULO. —
Kto 310, TBaps?!

Jlrouudep merkuM IBUKEHUEM TOAHSI €ro Ha HOTU, U S 3aMmepria, IIsiAs Ha HEeTO: BBICOKUH,
HEpEAJIbHO KPAaCUBBIA, C JJIMHHBIMU HOTaMHu, OOYTHIMH B W3SIIHBIE KOXaHble OOTHUHKH, OH
BBITJISJIET KaK MPUHIL U3 KaKON-TO JeBUUbel cka3ku. Ho 3To ObUT 1bsBOI.

Cepreii cierka MomsTUICA, YBUJIEB €r0 IJ1a3a, U CJAENIal MOMBITKY BBIXBATUTh Y HETO HOXK, HO
JIrorudep 4To-TO MICTIHYA €My Ha YXO M MOJOCHYI HOKOM 1o Topiay. OH 3a0ujcsi B KOHBYIbCHSIX,
NBITAsICh 32)KaTh PYKOM paHy, HO OHA Bce OOJbIEe pacTeKkandach MO CBeTJIoW (yTOoKe, MoKa,
HakoHell, Cepreil He pyXHYJ JIMIOM B MOJL.

— 3adyem? — mpoinenTaia s pa30UThIMU ry0aMu. — 3aueM ThI 3TO cjiesnan?!

— Teneps s 10JDKEH 3alMINATh TEOs,, — OH JABUHYJICSA KO MHE, W s IoroJ3ia Kk ctene. — He



MIPOTHUBBCS.

OH JocTay W3 KapMaHa Iulalia KakoW-TO IY3bIpEK M, 3a)KaB MEHS HOramu, BJIWJ €ro
COAEPKUMOE MHE B POT...

Kan-kam... kam-kam... DTOT MOTOHHBIM 3ByK Bp€3ajiCsi MHE B TOJIOBY, CJIOBHO MAJICHBKHE
MOJIOTOYKM CTY4aJIi MHE B BHCKH. Sl OTKpbUIa Tila3a M yCTaBWJIaCh B MPO3PAYHbIE CYMEPKH,
MPOHU3AHHBIE ATUMU TYIKUMH 3ByKamu. S jexana Ha 4eM-TO MSITKOM, MHE ObUIO TEIJIO U YIOTHO.
[Taxyio BepOEHOM U IUMOHHUKOM, K ATOMY apoMaTy MpUMEIMBAJICS 3allaxX MYy>KUMHBI: JIETKUH, €/1Ba
VIOBUMBIN, OH OKPYXajl MEHS MSTKHUM OOJIakoM. $l MpUMNOAHSIIach W TMOHSJIA, YTO Jiekanda Ha
KpOBaTH, yKpbITas JIETKMM, IOYTH HEBECOMBIM ofesiioM. ONMyCTHB HOTM Ha XOJOIHBIA MO, S
MojioNuia K OKHY, 32 KOTOPBIM XJIECTaJl IOk b, U C JISTKMM ITIOKOM HaO0JIFo/1ana, Kak B TECMHOM HeOe
MMOKAYMBAETCSl KpOBaBas JIyHa, OCBEIasi KPACHBIM CBETOM JBIMAILMKCS TOPU30HT. ['ocroau... 4To
710?77 OTBET MpHUILE] HEOX U TaHHO OBICTpO. Al S B Any....

Jlroundep cHoBa BepHy! MeHs ctoga! Ho 3auem? Heyxenu oH cHOBa XO4eT cienarh U3 MEHs
pactenue? S oTBepHyIach OT OKHAa M MCIYTAaHHO 3aBepTelia TOJOBOM, HAJEICh Ha XOTh KakKoe-
HUOyb cnaceHue. Ha To, 4To CMOXET OTCPOYUTHh MOIO CMEPTh XOTh Ha HEOOJIBITIOE BpeMsi. A CHOBa
MOTPY3UTHCA B SIIMK C 3€MJIEH, HE B CUJIaX MOIIEBEIUTHCS, ObUIO PABHOCUIBHO CMEPTH. . .

— 1 4yBCTBYIO TBOU CTpax.

S oxHynma OT HEOXHJIAHHOCTH, yciblmaB ronoc Jlromudepa. OH Bomen OSCHyMHO M TEEPE
CTOSUT BO3JI€ KPOBATH, U S UyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OH CMOTPHUT HA MEHS.

— DTO0 ecTeCTBeHHO. MeCTO U KOMIIaHMs 00s3bIBAE€T, — OTBETHUJIA 5, HACTOPOXKEHHO VIS Ha
€ro CHJIY?T.

— S xouy, 4TOOBI MOSI KOMITaHUS 00s3bIBaJIa T€OSI OLIYIIATh IPYTHE BEIIHU.

— Hanpumep? — BHYTpH BCE€ MEPEBOPAYMBAIIOCH OT €r0 rojioca, U MHE MOKa3ajoCh, YTO OH
¢dbnupryeT co mHoM. bpe-ex... [ApsiBon?

— Hampumep, ogapoBaHre MHOIO, CEKCYaTbHOE KeJTaHNe KO MHE. .. BO3MOXKHO, JTIOOOBB?

— UT0??7? — Mou 11a3a yBENUYHUIUCH B pasMmepax, U s moOjaromapuiia 3TH JO0XKIJIUBBIC
cymepku. — JIro6oBp? K Te... Bam???

— Pa3Be s He MOT'y BbI3BaTh JIFDOOBL? — OH OKa3aJics BO3JI€ MEHS, U 51 yTOHY/A B €0 TOJYObIX
mazax. MeHst Tpycwsio ot ctpaxa. JbsBos mpocui JooBu. Ilocie 3Tux clioB OH 000Iesl MEHS U
cTall mo3aau. Moe Teno OypHO OTpearupoBajo Ha HEro: MOKAIbIBAJIO KOXY, APOXKaJlU HOTH, a
BOJIOCHI Ha 3aTBLIKE IIEBEIUIIUCE.

— S yponnus? Mnu, MOXET, BO MHE €CTh JIpYIrUe€ U3bsIHbI? — €T0 IIENOT, C BhIPHIBAIOIIMMCS
BMECTE C HUM TOPSYMM JbIXaHHUEM, KOCHYJICS MOCH IIIeH.

— Her... HO Bama CylHOCTb. .. — IPOLICNITAJIA 51, YyBCTBYS, KAK HEMEET MOE TEJIO.
— BbI! — BOCKJIMKHYI OH TaKk HEOXHUJAHHO, YTO S B3APOTHYylIa. — Thl HAMEKAEIIb HA MO
BO3pacT?

— Hert! — s OpicTpo MOBEpHYNIACh K HEMY U, YBUJIEB €0 YIBIOKY, CTyIlIeBajach. — S HE Mory
9TO OOBSICHUTb...

— Tebs myraet, 4To g X03siMH Afa? — OH CKa3aJl 3TO MOYTH HEXKHO, C JIETKUM MPUIbIXaHUEM,
U 1 4yTh HE 3aKpbUIA I1a3a OT YJAOBOJbCTBUAL.

— MeHs nyraeT To, YTO MOKET CO MHOM CITyYUTCS.

— W 4T0 %€ ¢ TOOOM AOHKHO CIIYIYUThCS? — €ro OpPOBHU CIIETKA BHITHYJIHCH.

— Sl momHI0, KeM ObIIa 371ECh.

J{BsIBOJT BAPYT pe3KO MpHKaI MEHs K cebe, CoKUMasi MO0 CIIMHY JUTMHHBIMH TTaJIbIIaMH. XOJI0T
MepCTHENW KOCHYJICS MOEU KOXKH Yepe3 JIETKYIO TKaHb (PyTOOJIKH.



— MHe o4deHb xallb, MOsI peKpacHas Tamapa, 4To Tebe MPUIUIOCH TEPEKUTH TAKOE.

— Kanw??? — BBIIOXHYINA 51, KYIasiCh B €r0 CBEKEM, HEMHOI'O IIUTPYCOBOM apoMare.

— Ter gymaens, 4To s JUIIEH COCTpaJaHus M3-3a TOTO, YTO MEHsS BbIrHanu u3 Pasg wu
HAJICJIWJIA CTPAlIHBIMH Ka4YECTBAMHU 3BEPA? — OH PE3KO OTHPSHYI OT MEHS M OTOLLIEN K OKHY. —
MpbI HEIPUMUPUMBI C TOM CTOPOHOM, HO JIFOAU MCKYIIAIOT ce0s camu, 6e3 Moel nomoum! Jla, Mbl
KECTOKH, HO YeM TorAa cTajo Owl Benukomyme bora, eciu Obl He Hamma xecTkocTh? Eciiu Obl He
MOS pemnyTalius y*)acHOTO0 MOHCTpa C KO3JISIUbE€ T0JIOBOM, MOCTOSHHO HIIYIIETO MOBOJ, YTOOBI
VHUYTOXXUTh YEJIOBEYECTBO, pa3Be Oexanu Obl Bbl K cBoemy locromy, mpocs O 3ammre M
Muocepaun?!

S cMoTpena Ha HEro MIMPOKO OTKPBITHIMU IJIa3aMH, U MOM MO3T B3pPBIBAJICSA OT HEPEAIbHOCTH
MPOUCXOASIIETO. J{bsIBOJI BEIBOpAYMBAJ AYIIly, KOTOpas Obljla OMBITa KPOBABBIMU CII€3aMU. ..

— W3BUHU... — OH pe3KOo 00OoIle]l MEHSI U MOKUHYI KOMHAaTy, OCTAaBUB MEHS B MOJHEUILIEM
ITIOKE.

* % % Jlronudep ObIcTpo cOexayl MO JIECTHUIE, YAEPKHUBas sIPOCTh. SIPOCTh OT TOTO, UTO
MMEHHO celdac, 3a MHOTHE THICSYEJIETHs, OH MTOYYBCTBOBAJ JKEJIAHUE pacckaszarh o cele, CHATH
MAacCKy ¥ YBHJIETh MMOHUMAIOUMI B3MIISII, HO OH YBHUJEN JIUIIb CTPax U HemoHuMaHue. Bc€ To, uto
OKpY)XKaJi0 €ro TEMHOM aypoi Bce 3TU OECKOHEYHO JO0JITUE TOJbl, Ceiiuac MeIajgo eMy U He JaBajio
JBIIATH.

OH penmTeNnbHO HAPAaBUIICS K BBIXOAY M3 3aMKa, M ATY PEIIMTEIbHOCTh MMOACTErMBAIa B HEM
KEHIIMHA, HaXOMuBIIasicsl HaBepxy. JIromudep BCKOUMI Ha JIOMAAb U CBUCTHYI, >KUBOTHOE BCTAJIO
Ha JIbIOBI U PBAHYJIO BIIEPE, pacCerBasi MUPHUabl OPHI3T U3 MPO3PAUYHBIX JTYXK. ..

— I'me B aToM mpokisitom Axy, npsuercs Yppyp?! — nbsaBoa BopBajics B 3aMOK AcTapoTa u
cpa3zy JKe HaTKHYJICS Ha rnoj3aroiero peoenka. — Konbe Muxauna!

MarnblIi rpOMKO UKHYI U, TKHYB MaJbIEM €ro B CaIlor, BECEJO 3aCMEsICs, 00HaXasi pO30BbIE
JIECHBI C IByMsI 3y0amu.

— Ja tb1 nep3kuit! — Jlron moaxBaTuil €ro Ha pyKd M BBICOKO MOAKUHYI. Malblil TpOMKO
3aMUILIAT U 3aKaTUJICS TOHEHBKUM CMEXOM.

— Tbl 3a0071€1? — AcCTapoT yAMBIEHHO MPHUBCTAN C Kpeciia, B KOTOPOM CHJEN BO3JIE OTHS,
MOKa4YMBasi BTOPOTO MaJIbIIlia.

— 777 — JTron, npunioansin OpoBu. — AcCTH, 51 HE MOTy 3a0011eTh. S npsBoi. [loMmauIb?

— A 3auem Tebe Ypdyp?

— Xouy npudbuTtk 3TOro Oe3miazoro adepucta! — Jlron cMopumics, Korjga peOeHOK BTYIIUI
€My KyJIauKoM B 1a3. — U koe-uTo 3a0path... BEpHEE KOE-KOrO. ..

— Koe-koro??? — Acrtapor oTaan pebeHka ciyre, U TOT mofomen K Jliomy 3a BTOpbIM
MaJIbIIIOM. — JIFOII, MOKET, Thl PACCKAXKEIIb MHE, YTO MPOUCXOAUT?

JIbsiBONT mepeaall ynuparomerocsi pedeHka ciiyre, i mpoMopraics OIHUM [a3oM. — YTto 3a
netu. .. Monctpsl!

— JIro-ro11. ..

— MHe HyXHO 3a0paTh y 3TOr0 CTaporo 3cKysamna cBow... 104yb. — Koro???

Jlroundep cloXKUI 32 CHUHOW PYKH U MPOLIEIICS 0 KOMHATE C YMHBIM BUJIOM, IEPUOJIMUECKH
OIIyTThIBasi KAKyIO-HUOYIb BEIllb, ITOTAIaBIIYIOCS EMY Ha TJ1a3a.

— Ilonumaenb, Actu... S Xouy ryJiarb, TOTOBUTH €y, pa3roBapuBaTh. ..

— Yto THI Xouemm??? — AcCTapoT ¢ HEJIOYMECHHEM HaOMIoAal 3a JbSBOJIOM, KOTOPBIM
MEPUOJIMYECKH B3IbIXaJ U Jenal rpycTHoe JIMo. — S He ocnbimanca? Tel Xodels TOTOBUTH €1y?

— Pa3Be g He uMero nmpasa 3Toro aenarb?! — JI1o1 BCKUHYI BBEpX CBOM KPacCHUBBIE PYKH. —



CMmotpu 3a Anom! Jlepxku B y3ne nemonoB! TBopu 310! Borol ¢ anremamu! I1oCTOSHHO yHOCY
3aaHuLy ot bora! A s mpocTo xo4y roToBUTH eay!!!!
— V¥V MeHs ceilyac B30pBETCS MO3T... — JIEMOH MOTPSIC TOJIOBOM. — A Tenepb 00bSICHU MHE,
npuyeM Ypdyp K TOMY, 4TO Thl XOUelllb TOTOBUTH eAy? Ho ele Goiblie s X04y y3HAaTh PO J0Yb...
— Actu, xkakoit Tel Tynoit!!! S BaroOumncs!!!



I'1aBa 52

* %% 4] He MoIIa CIOKOMHO CUIETH B 3TOM MPOKJIATOM MECTE, JaXkKe €CIU 3TO U 3aMOK CaMOTo
nbsiona! I'e-To Ha 3emiie, BO3MOYKHO, CTPAIAJIA U UCTIBITHIBAJIN JUILIEHUS MOS I0Yb U MaMa. MeHs
HUKTO HE YACPKUT, HA B ATy, HU Ha 3E€MJIE.

S He 3HaNa KyJia OTIPABIIOCH, HO CeiYac MEHs ATO BOJHOBAJIO MEHbIIE BCET0. 3aBEPHYBIIMChH
B TEMHOE IMOKPBIBAJIO, KOTOPOE CHsJIa C KPOBaTH, sl BbIIUIA U3 KOMHAThl M MPUHSIACH HCKATh
BbIXO/l. EciM MHE KTO-TO momajajicsi Ha MyTH, S cTapajiach CHOPSTaThCs, CIUTHCA CO CTEHOM, a
MOTOM IIU1a BOEPE], OOIUBASICH XOJIOHBIM OTOM OT CTpaxa.

[Tocne ponarux ONyXAaHWUW, 5, HAKOHEI, YBHUJEJa OOJbIIyI0 JBEpb U, CXBATHBIIMCH 3a
OTPOMHBIE PYUKH, TTOTSAHY/A €€ Ha ce0s. OHa CO CKPUIIOM OTBOPUJIACH, © MHE B HOC YAApUJI CHIPOU
BO31YX, IPOHU3AHHBIN 3aI1aXOM cepbl. MHE HY)KHO IIOIACTh Ha 3€MIIIO.

S mma v nwia mo y3KoM JOpore, BEIyIIEW HEMOHSATHO KyAd, MOKPHIBAJIO HAMOKIIO W CTalo
Y)KACHO TsDKEJIBIM, & MOM HOTH, OOyThle B CTapble OOTHMHKHU, YyBCTBOBAJIM KaXIbl Kamellek. B
roJIOBY IIPUIILIA 37paBasi MbICIIb, YTO 5 MOCTYIHUJIA OMIPOMETYUBO, U OeraTh OT JbsABOJA B Ay, 3ares
HE COBCEM ajickBarHas. HeMHOro mocTosiB Bo3jie OOJBIIOTO JEPEBA, s YHBUIO TOCMOTpEIa Ha3al u
pa3BepHynack obparHo. [Ipunercs npocuts Jlrouudepa o munoctu. OH JOJKEH MOHSATH, BEJIb €T0
Iyllia HEe Takasl CTpalliHasl, Kak Ka3ajJoch. XOTS BEPUTh caTaHe TOKE ObUIO JOBOJHLHO HEOE30MaCHO.
[ocniomu! A xomuTh mo Ay 6e3omacHo?! JTa MbICHb Hamyrajga MeHs. UTo, Uiu KTO, CKPBIBAETCS B
ATOW TEMHOTE?

S BO3Bpamanach, HO OKpYXarolliass MEHsSI MECTHOCTh OblJla HE COBCEM TaKOM, Kakoh s ee
noMHuja. J[epeBbeB CTaHOBUJIOCH BCe OOJbINe, TpaBa ObLIa BCE BBINIE, © MHE Ka3aloCh, YTO s
CJIBILITY KaKHWE-TO CTPaHHbIC METIOTKHU WU TUXO€ TIeHue?

Crpax Bce OOJbllle OXBaTbiBaJl MEHS, U S UyBCTBOBaja MPUOIMAKEHUE MAaHUKU, KOTOpasi MHE
OblJIa HE HY)XHA.

— Hakonen s BcTpeTuia te0st, uts... OCTaHOBUCH, UJIN YEPHBIH JIEC TOTJIOTUT TEOSI.

S 4yrh He ymana, YCJBIIIAB MEJIOJUYHBIA TOJOC To3aAu ceds. Mypalllku momoyi3iau Mo
MO3BOHOYHMKY, U 3allleBEIMINCH BOJIOCHI HA 3aThUIKE, Korna s 00epHYIach U yBHUENIA B CyMepKax
KEHCKUU CUIYIT B spKo-KpacHoM mamie. Ee ryObl ObulM TOXKE KpacHBIMU, HACMEIUTMBO
VABIOAIONMMUCS, 1 MHE JaKe MTOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO MEXIY HUMU MOOJIECKUBAIOT OCJTOCHEXKHBIE KITBIKH.

— Iloitaem co mHOM. PagocTh 0XBaThIBa€T MEHS JIUIIIb MIPU MBICIH, YTO Sl MOTY BUJIETh TE€OS U
CHBIIAT. ..

* %% — Tbl MOCMOTpPH, UTO OTCTPOUI cebe 3TOT Oe3miaszbiil adepuct! — Jlron ymapun Horou
[0 TOJICTOM CTeHEe HEMPHUCTYIMHOTO 3aMKa, U OHa OUIyTUMO 3ajpoxaina. — Jlaxe He mompocun
pa3pellieHus] Ha CTPOUTENIBCTBO 3TOro uyaoBuia!!!

— He naymaro, uto aiisg te0s 3To 6omblas nmpodiemMa. .. — OypKHYIT ACTapoT, pa3msiAbIBas ATU
CTEHBI 0€3 eIMHOT0 OKHa.

— $I Mor OBl TOCTPOUTH 37€Ch JIETHUN JTOMHUK! — JBSBOJI MaXHYJ PYKOW B CTOPOHY TOPSIIETO
03€pa U KyXJIOW TpaBbl. — 311eCh PUPOA. ..

— 5 He Mory mHoHATH, 3a4yeM eMy peOeHOK? — JeMOH OoOBesl B3NIAAOM 'mpupony" u

kanuisiHyn. [locpenu o3zepa Hamyncsi OrpOMHBIN MYy3bIPh U C TPECKOM JIOMHYB, BBITYCTHI U3 CEOs
CTPYIO IUNIAMEHU. — M-Ja... YyJJ€CHOE MECTEUKO. ..

— Ha? Te1 Toxxe 3ameTun? — Jlron cHoBa mHyN cTeHy. — He 3Haro 3auem, HO ceiiyac OH MHE
BCE€ OOBSICHUT.



— O, Meccup! — ciyru Ypdypa He cMenu mogHaTh r1a3 Ha Jlronudepa u Kydkol CTOSIIN B

YIIy.
— I'ne noxrop? — Jlrou HAIMEHHO Pa3IJIsIIbIBAI UX, OOJIOKOTHUBILIKMCH HAa CBOIO TPOCTb.
— T'ocnionuna Het! OH yexals JeunuTh JEMOHOB Ha TpaHHIy AJa, — MoJIofas IeMOHUIA U3
HU3IIHMX, BOCXUIIIEHHO TTIOCMOTpEa Ha JIbSBOJIA.
— Becsb B paborte, crapslii raj... — Jlronudep nomanun ee nansueMm. — [logoitam crona.
JleByIKa ncIyranHo NpUOIN3UIACh U OIYCTHIIA TOJIOBY.
— IlocMoTpu Ha MEHs, — JBSIBOJI MPHUIIOAHSII €€ JHUIIO0 3a moaoopoaok. — He Oorics, auTs,

€CJIM Thl HE OyJelb BpaTh CBOEMY I'OCIIOJIMHY, OH HUUYEro Te€OE HE ClIeNaeT.

OnHa noJiHsIa Ha HEro TJ1a3a, B KOTOPBIX YUTAJICS HEMOW BOCTOPT.

— I'ne pebenok?

— KT10? — ee rna3a MeTHYIIUCH B CTOPOHY. — Sl HE 3HaI0 HUKAKOro peOeHKa. ..

— S celiuac cioMaro Te0e YemocTh, U Jaxe Ypdyp Oyner He B chiiax UCHpaBUuTh ee. — JIro1y
JIETKO CXKaJl MOJI00pOJIOK JIeByIIKU. — I'71e peOeHoK?

— JleBouka HaBepxy, — JAEBYIIKa 3aMepJia, 00sCh MOIIeBeIUThC. — Sl mpoBeay Bac, meccup!

— YMuuna. Brepen.

Cmyxanka moutu Oekana Broepen, a Jlroumdep u Actapor OBICTPO IUIH 32 HEH, BhICEKas
IITOpaMH UCKPBI U3 KAMEHHBIX 1MOJIOB. [[oAHSABIIMCE 1O Y3KOM JIECTHUIIE, JAEBYILKA OCTAHOBUJIACH
repe] HEBBICOKOM JIBEPBIO U ITOCTYyYajla B HEE IPOXKAILEH PYKOU.

— K10?
— OrkpsiBaii, Puran!
— TocnoauH mnpuKkaszana BOYCKarb TOJBKO €ro! — XpUIUIBIA TOJOC HW3-3a JBEPU ObUI

HEJIOBOJILHBIM. — Y Oupaiics!

Jlrouudep nepHyn Keme3HOEe KOJbLO, W ABEPh OTJIETeNa B CTOPOHY. J[bsBON OTOpOCHI
KEJE35IKY, OCTABIIYIOCS B €70 PYKE, M CXBATHUJI CTOSBILYIO [TEPE] HUM JIEMOHUILY 32 IIEHO.

— Ilepen ToO0M TBOM X035IMH, MEp3Kast IPSHB!

— 4...q... npoctute MmeHd, Meccup!!! S ymossro Bac, npocture!!!

Jlrormudep MBBIPHYI €€ Ha MOJ U, IEPECTYIHUB Yepe3 ApoKallee TeI0, OCMOTPENT KOMHATY.

Mokpblie CTeHbI, CHEPTHIA BO3/1YX, IEPEBIHHBINA CTOJN C OJJUHOKOM CBEUOM U Kpecio-kayanka. B
VIIIy CTOSUTIO HEYTO, MOX0KEE Ha JETCKYIO KPOBATKY, C MJIOTHOMN PEIIETKOM.

VY Acrtapora BBITSHYIOCH JIUIIO M, YCJBIIAB B KPOBATKE KaKyKO-TO BO3HIO, OH KHUHYIICS OBLIO
TyzAa, HO JIro1l 0OCTaHOBUI €ro.

— 4 cam.

OH mozmouies K KpoBaTKe, M €ro JUI0 MOTEMHEIIO OT THEBA, a Ia3a BCIbIXHYIU. Ha sxecTkoM
MaTpacHKe CHJAEIa MaJ€HbKas JEBOYKA C IPSI3HOM KYKJIOW M THXO UIpajia, HAKPhIBAs €€ KYyCKOM
3aMyCOJICHHOM TKaHH.

Jrouudep mocrtan Qororpaduio, KOTOPYIO BBITALMI U3 alb0oMa M MOCMOTpPEN Ha Hee.
CoMHeHuil He ObulO, 3TO JA04b Tamapsl. J[€eBouka HEMHOIO MOAPOCHA, HO TE K€ 30JIOTUCTHIE
KYIPSIIKA 00paMJIsIN TPSI3HOE JIMYUKO ¢ TEMHBIMU MIa3kamu. OHa MOAHSIIA TOJIOBKY U C BECEJIBIM
yIUBJIEHUEM ITocMoTpena Ha Jlrona.

— 3/171aBCTBYH.

— IlpuBer, — OH TPOTSAHYI €M PyKH, M JEBOYKAa OECCTpPAIHO MOTSIHYIACh K HEMY. —
[Tornenb co MHOI?

Ona KuBHYJa, pacCMaTpPUBas €T0.

— A Jlsans?



— UT0? — ABsIBOJI HETIOHUMAIOIIIE YIIBIOHYIICS.
— JIsnst Toke uaer? — AeBOYKA MOKa3aja MAbYMKOM Ha TPSI3HYIO KYKITY.

— O-0... HECOMHEHHO...3Ta NpeKpacHas OapblHs noiaer ¢ Hamu. — Jlronudep nones E
KPOBAaTKy M U3BJIEK OTTY/Ia JOXMATOE YyIOBHUIIE.
— Hepxu.

JleBouka mpukaia Kykiy k ceoe u o0Hs1a JIrora 3a 1ero.

— 3auem Ypdyp nepxan 31ech peOeHKAa? — OH 3710 YCTAaBWJICS Ha JPOKAIIYI0 JIEMOHUILY,
MOJTHSABIIIYIOCS C TI0JIa ¥ C Y’KacOM HaOJF0IaBIIYIO 32 MPOUCXOISIIIM.

— 1 He 3Har0! — OHa ymana Ha KOJICHU Nepe AbIBOJIOM. — Meccup, 1 He 3Haro!

— Bpsn 1u oH pacckasbiBai CiIyraM O CBOUX IUIaHAX, — MPOTAHYT ACTapoT W J00aBUI: —
3abepu MaBIIIKY ¥ IPUBEAN €€ B HaJIexKammii Buja. Pedenok ucroreH. A g Haiay Ypdypa.

— Ky ¢ HeTepnieHueM.

OHM BBHIIUIM U3 3aMKa, U Y€pe3 MUHYTY OT HETO OCTaJlach Ipyla KaMHEN, KOTOPBIE C IIIyMOM U
TPECKOM Majaiu B 03€po.

— MbI noesieM Ha Jomaake? — JAeBoYKa MPOTsAHYIA PYKY K KOHIO JIro1a, 1 TOT TUXO 3apKall,
00JM3bIBasi MAJICHbKUE MaTbYUKHU.

— TblI X0Uenb MPOKATUTHCA HA JIOMAIKE?

— Jla. A 3no#t gsist He OyneT ayrathesi? — JIEBOYKA MCIYTaHHO MoKocuiaack Ha Jlrora.

— Her, mutas, 00JbIIe HUKOT/A.

JIro11 BCKOYMJI HAa JIOLIA/Ib U, YKYTaB JEBOUKY B CBOU IIalll, TPOHYJ TTOBOJIbAL.

* % % _ 4] He 3HAIO Bac, — MOE CEep/Ile MPUHSIOCH BbIIaBaTh KYITbOUTHI. JKEHIIMHA B KPACHOM
TJ1aIIe u3ydajia onacHOCTh U cuity. — [loaToMy Bpsil Jin MHE 3aX04YEeTCsl IOMTU C BAMH.

— S He cnenar Tebe HUYETo IJIOXOro, — HE3HAKOMKa MENJICHHO IOIlla KO MHE, U MEHs
MOYTH 3aTPYCHUIIO OT yxKaca. — Tebe cTout 00AThCst He MeHs. TOIbKO HE MEHSI.

— Yrto BaM HYXHO? — OHa MOAXoAWIa BCe ONMXKE, U 5 YK€ OTUETJIIMBO BHUJENA €€ IAaJIKO
MpUYECaHHbIC, TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI, KPACUBO M30THYThIE OpOBH, ClieTKa 3amaBilie, OJeAHBIC IEKH. ..
OHa ObUIa MpeKpacHa 1 y)KacHa B OJTHO BpEMsI.

— 51 odeHp Xouy TeOe 3TO OOBSCHUTH, HO HE TOJ 3TUM XK€ NOKAEM... — IKEHIIMHA
VIBIOHYJIACh MHE, U 5 BCE-TaKu yOeIuJiach, UTO €€ KJIBIKU ObUIM HAMHOTO OCTpee JIPYrux 3yOOB U
yyTh JyinHHEee. — He Oolics, eciu Obl 1 XoTesa Te0st yOUTh, TO cjenaina Obl 3TO MPSAMO ceiyac.

— Bo03MO)HO, y Bac €CcTh KaKHMe-TO APYrue HEXOPOIME IUIaHbl, — S BCS IOApAruBajga OT
CTpaxa M XOJIOJHBIX Karejb, KATUBIIMXCS 10 MOEMY JIULLY.
— Kakas xe 1h1 yneprast! — XEHUWMHaA BAPYr CXBaTWJIA MEHS 34 PYKY M NOCJIEIHEE, 4TO S

yBHENa, ObUTH €€ JUIMHHBIC, KPaCHBIC HOTTH.

MeHs1 BOJIOKJIO ¥ Tpemnajo Mo BO3AYIIHOMY KOPUIOPY, & CHUJIbHAS pyKa MOEH CITYTHHIIBI JIETKO
yAep)KuBajla MEHS U HE JaBajla CO CBUCTOM yleTeTh Ha3aja. Korma 3To, HakoHell, 3aKOHYMIIOCh, U
MBI PE€3KO OCTaHOBUJIUChH, Y MEHS KPY)KHJIACh TOJIOBA, M JIPOKaJIu HOTH, Ha KOTOPBIX S CTOSJIA C
TPYJIOM.

— Hy BOT... Tenepb Te0€ HY’KHO 0OCOXHYTb.

S oCTOpPOXKHO OCMOTpesiach M IMOHsIA, YTO HAX0KyCh B OOJIBILIOM J0Me, cKopee B 3amke. Ero
MOJIbI OBUTM 3aCTEJICHBI KPaCHBIMHA KOBpAaMH, B MPAyHBIX, CTApMHHBIX Ba3ax Ojaroyxajid TEMHO-
KpacHBIE PO3bI, 2 Ha TOYEPHEBIIMX OT BPEMEHH OaIKaX BUCEIH JICTYYHUE MBIIIIH.

— I'ne 9?..

— Jloma munas, goma...

— B kakom cmpbiciie??? — s MOJO3PUTENIBHO MOCMOTpEia Ha JKEHIMHY U OTOlUIa OT Hee



MOJIAJIBILE.

OHa ycMexHy/Iach U CHsUIa KaIlioIOH, OCBOOOXK/1asi KOITHY YEPHBIX BOJIOC, KOTOPBIE TSAXKEIOU
BOJIHOM ynaju ei Ha cruHy. B 00mbIoil Xosut 3aiuia JeByllKa ¢ TEIJIbIM TUIEJA0OM M MOJOIUIa KO
MHE.

— Orpalite MHE 3TO, TOCITOXa, — OHA yKa3aJla Ha MOKpO€ MOKpbIBajo. ['ocmoxa???

S mpoTsHya e TSKENbIM KYCOK TKaHU U C YAOBOJIBCTBUEM 3aBEPHYJIACH B MATKUH ILIE],.

He nymato, 4To MeHs Obl Ha3bIBaJIM FOCIOKOM, €CIM XOTEJIH YOUTh... HO BCE 3TO ObUIO OYEHb
CTPAHHO. ..

Tem BpeMeHeM >KEHIMHA CHsJIa TJIANL, W S OIEHWJIa €€ TOoueHyio (urypy B OOpAOBOM,
VKpalleHHOM KpyXeBaMHu Iuiarbe. OHa Tpucena B KPECIO BO3JIE KaMUHA W IMOMaHWJIa MEHS
MAJIbLEM, TIPUTIIAILAS IPUCOECTUHUATHCS.

S mpucena HaNIPOTUB HEE U, HAXOASCH B ITOJTHOM HEJOYMEHHUH, BCE-TAKU CIIPOCHIIA:

— Otkyzna Bbl 3HaJIH, YTO 5 B JECY?

— S Habmogana 3a To00# oT camoro 3amka Jlromudepa.

— 3auem??? Ko BBI?

— S — Haama. OpHa U3 caMbIX BBICOKOIIOCTABICHHBIX AeMOHUIl Ana. JKeHa Bpada Ajna —
Ypdypa.

— Ho mMHe 3T0 HE 0 4eM HEe rOBOPHT. ..

— MbI TBOM pOAUTENH, MUJIAS.

* % * Manblka Becesio Mejia B BaHHOM, IJIECKasCh B Pa3f0CaJOBaHHBIX ciayr, u Jlion
HEMPOU3BOJILHO YIBIOHYJICS, CIIyIlIasi €€ TOHKHUI TOJI0COK, HO Cpa3y ke HaXMYpPHUJIICA.

— HyxHO 00BSBUTH Ha BeCh AJ, YTOObl HUKTO M TajblleM HE IMOCMEN MPUKOCHYThCS K
JEBYIIIKE!

— VYxe oO0bsiBUIM! — COBETHHK [bSBOJA C JIETKUM IIOKOM HaOMofan, Kak W3 BaHHOM
BBIHECJIU 30JI0TOBOJIOCYIO MAJIBIIIKY, YKYTAHHYIO B TOJICTOE ITOJIOTEHIIE.

— BpInmmre 1eMOHOB Ha €€ MOMCKH. — JIFOII TOKOCHUIICS Ha JIEBOYKY, KOTOpasi TAHYJA K HEMY
pPYYKH, U Bce-Taku B3su1 ee. — Kak nena?

— JIsAns 4ucTas, — MajblliKa TKHYIa €My MOJ HOC KYKJIy U MOBEPHYIACh K JbSBOJIBCKOMY
coBeTHUKY. — Ha Jlsutro.

Jrorudep npeaynpeauTeasHO TPUIOAHSIT OPOBb, U IEMOH B35UJ1 KYKJIY U3 PYK JI€BOYKH.

— A-a-a... kauail JIsumr0, — MauiblKa CJOKWJIA PYYKH, IOKa3biBasg KaK HYKHO YKauMBaThb
KYKJLY.

JemoHn mocmoTtpen Ha Jlrona, B3AOXHYI, MMOJIOKKUI KYKITy Ha TPYAY MBI U 3apeBein: — A-a-
a...

JIror 3ayMYMBO CMOTpEIT Ha ABIMAIIMAICS TOPU3OHT U AyMaJl, 4TO €Clii Obl y HETO ObLia KPOBE
Tamapsl, oH 00s13aTeNbHO OBl HAIIET €€... HO Belb MaJIbIIIKA €€ 104b. .. JItouudep ObICTPbIM HIarom
HanpaBUJICA Ha KYXHIO, TJE CIIYTY NbITATUCh HAKOPMHUTH JIE€BOYKY, U OCTAaHOBUJICS B JIBEpsAX. OH He
MOXET PaHUTh peOeHKa paju Karid KPOBH.

YTo kK, €cTh elle OIMH BapuaHT. J[bABON B3s1 ¢ OOJBLIOrO ONIOAA KPYIHYIO, IVISHLEBYIO
BUIIHIO U TPOTSHYJ PEOCHKY.

— Jlepxu, MOsI IPETECTD.

Mautpiiika 3acyHyla BUIIHIO B POT U JIOBOJIBHO YABIOHYIACH.

— A Tenepb IUIIOHb KOCTOUKY. — JIIOIl mpOTSHYN JIaloHb, 1 OHA BBILIIOHY/IA BUILHEBYIO
KOCTOUYKY €MY B PYKy. — YMHHUUKA. ..

JpsiBON CIW3HY1 €€ C JIAJIOHW W TPUKPBUI INa3a, BBIMCKUBAS B CMEIIAHHBIX, JETCKUX



BOCIIOMMHAHUSX U CTpaxax s3Hepretuky Tamapsl. BoT ona! Ee mynbcanust Oblia HACTOIBKO CI1a00id,
YTO MOTJIa UCYE3HYTh B JIFOOOW MOMEHT U, HE Tepsis BpeMeHH, JIFoIl KHHYICA K BBIXOAY U3 3aMKa.

* ok *k _ DJTOro He MOXKET OBITh! — BOCKJIMKHYIIA s, HE TIOHMMasl, YTO TOBOPUT 3Ta y)KacHas
KEHIMHA. — Y MEHS eCTh Mama!
— Ora x)eHumHa BocnuTana Tebs. Ho ona Tebe He marb, — Haama mpukpsiia 1iasa, ee

MaJIbIIBI CXKaJIM MOIJIOKOTHUKH Kpecia. — 3a JBa rofia A0 TBOEro POXKJACHUsI, TBOM OTEll 0OMaHOM
3aCTaBUJI MEHs CTarb €ro >KEHOW. Sl poXkIaeHa OT CMEPTHOM JKEHLUWMHBL... U OH IPUTPO3UII MHE:
€CIM s HE OTBEYYy COINIACHEM, OH YHUYTOXHUT €€ Iymly... Mos marb ymepia AaBHO, HO 3TO
€IMHCTBEHHOE, UYTO 3KUTAJI0 B MOEM CEpJIIE JIFOOOBb. .. KaK U ThI, I0YKa... Sl He MOIyIa OTIIPaBUTh
Oyuly CBOEM Marepu Ha BEYHbIE MYKH W NpPHUHsUIA €ro mpejioxkeHue... Korga pomunach Thl, s
MOHSJIA, YTO JUIsl MEHS HET HUKOTO JOpOKe U AJis TeOs 51 ObUia roToBa Ha Bce...Ho TyT Havanach
yKacarolass BOMHA MEXJy JEMOHAaMHM M aHrejgaMu... AJ ObUlall, U OTHEHHbIE cTpenbl bora
nopa)kajii KaXKJIblii MeTp MpeucroHei. .. A nomxHa Obuta cnactu TeOsl.

— OTO cymaciecTBue! — s He MoIma MOBEPUTh B TO, YTO OHA TOBOPHUT, HO YTO-TO BHYTPH
MeEHs Mo/IcKa3biBajio, yTo Haama rosopusa npasmy.

— S noHuMaro, 4To Te0e TSHKEIO MPUHSITH ITO, HO S IPOITYy — BBICIYIIA MEHs, — >KEHIMHA
MSITKO YIBIOHYIACh MHE, HO Sl 3Hajia, YTO 3a 3TOU YIBIOKOW CKPBIBAETCSI OMMACHOCTh U HEMMOBEpPHAs
cula.

— Xopol1iio, — KUBHYJIA 5 U TOTIIy0Xe 3aBEpHYNIACh B TUIEI.

— S mepenana Tebs OMHOMY U3 JIEMOHOB, KOTOPbIE OTHPABISUIMCH HA 3€MJIIO, U MOMPOCUIIA
MOJIKUHYTh OOBIYHBIM JIFOJSIM, UTOO HU Yy KOTO HE BO3HHUKJIO COMHEHUS, UYTO ThI YEJIOBEK. S He
3Haja, 4YeM 3aKOHYUTCS BOMHA, MBI BCE€ MOIVIM TMOTHOHYTh, M s XOTeJa, 4TOObl Thl ObLIa B
oe3onacHoctu. [lepen 3TuM s B3sla HECKOJIBKO Kameidb TBOEH KPOBH, OHA JIOJDKHA ObLIa OXKHUTh,
eciau Obl Thl OKa3ajach PsiIOM, HO, YBBL... S MOTepsula TeOs HaBcerga. S cryckanach Ha 3€MITIO,
MHOIJIa MHE JIa)K€ Ka3ajlocCh, YTO s MOOBIBaJia BO BCEX €€ Yrojikax, HO TieTHO. DIIakoH ¢ TBOe
KPOBBIO OCTABAJICSI MEPTB M X0JoleH. M BOT coBceM HemaBHO, OH OXWJ. 31ech, B Axy! S He
MOBEpUJIa, HO MYIbCUPYIOIIAsl B MY3bIPHKE KPOBb T'OBOPHUJIA, O TOM, YTO BCE-TaKU ThI psAaom. S
KUHYJIaCh MCKaTh T€0s, HO KPOBb CHOBa 3amosyaia... OHa OXKWJIa CHOBAa BYEpa... U TEHEPh Thl
3nechk. Co MHOIA.

— A TBOW MyX 3HaeT 000 MHE? — OCTOPOXHO CIIPOCHUJIA 5, HE MPEACTaBIsA JaKe, KaK OH
MOT BBRITJIAAETH. MO OTell.

— M1 1aBHO He kuBeM BMecTe. OH HE MPOCTUI MHE, YTO S TOTepssia TeOs, a 51 He MPOCTUIIA
eMy Hacwius Haj coboil... — Haama Bapyr cxBaruia MEHS 3a PyKH W HpOILIENTalia, 3arisibBas
MHE B m1a3a. — UTo ThI fenaenis 31ech? IT0 nmpocTo HeBo3MokHO! Heyxkenu Jlrouudep aepxut
Te0s KaK CBOIO UTPYHIKY? DTO yXKACHO... HO 5 JaKe JbsIBOJY HE JlaM 3a0path Te0s y MeHs!

— TwI Tak qymaenms, Haama?

Mpbl ¢ nemonuueid pesko oOepHynmuch u yBuzaenu Jlouudepa. KeHumHa eiie cuibHeEe
noOJieIHeNa, ee riia3a UCIYTaHHO PaClIMpPUIIUCh.

— Yb6epu pyku OT Hee, — OH JIOCTaJl CBOM HOXK W MOMaHWI MeHs nanbiieM. — He Ooiics ee,
Mo pagoctb. Mnu crona.

— A He oTmymy ee. — Haama kperue cxalia MOU PyKH, €€ MaIbLbI APOKaIH.

— ThI cMeelmb nepeynTh cBoemy Meccupy?! — 3aperan JIrol, U ero mia3a BCOBIXHYIIH, a
rOJIOC MPEBPATHIICS B yrposKarolee nmmneHue. — OTIYCTH MOIO KEHY, WU S OTPEXKY TeOe TOJIOBY.

— Keny??? — Haama MemJIeHHO MOBEpPHYIa KO MHE HM3YMJIEHHOE JuLO. UTO s Momia
cka3ath? Sl cama ObLia B IIOKE.



I'1aBa 53

** % JIrorudep Obu1 B spocTu. Elie cexyHia, v TojoBa 3TOM MPOKIATON BEUIETHT B OKHO! OH
BUJIEJ, KaK JIEMOHHUIIA BIMJIACH CBOMMU HOTTAMHM B PYKH €0 >KCHIIMHBI, U 3TO OECHJIO €ro a0
IPOXKH.

— A 4T0 TeOs TaK yaAuBIsAET? — MmpoumIies oH. — Wiu Tl mepexuBaelib 32 CBOIO KU3Hb?

— Ot10 Mo 10oyb. — Haama BcTana, He oTiiyckas pyky Tamapsl. — Meccup, oHa MOSI 10Yb.

— Yt0??7? — npsaBOJI EPEBEN B3I C HEE HA AEBYIIKY. — YUTO oHa roBoput, Tamapa?

JleBylllka moskana njie4yaMu, U OH TOAOILEI OJuXKe, pa3Tiis/ibBasi IBYX KECHIIMH.

— Kak Ttakoe Morio ciyauthbes??? DTo KaKas-TO MUCTH(HUKAIUS?

— Her, rocnogun! 910 nmpaena! — Haama cxBaruiia €ro 3a pykKy ¥ ropsido mnpouenTrana: —
ThI MOKeEIIIb TOYYBCTBOBATH POJICTBO MEXKYy HamMu!

Jrouudep mpuxkan k cedbe Tamapy u, NEeHCTBUTEIBHO, MOYYBCTBOBAJI HEBUJMMbBIC HUTH,
CBSI3BIBAIOIIME JIBYX JKCHIIMH.

— Ilon MouM HOCOM TBOpUTCS uepTu uTo! S cCoBEpIIEHHO HE TOTOB K TaKUM MOBOpoTam! —
BOCKJIMKHYII JbSIBOJI U, YCEBIIMChH B KPECIIO, HA KOTOPOM JI0 3TOro cujena Tamapa, ycaaun ee cede
Ha KoneHu. — M ot xoro ona?

— Ot moero myxa! — Haama HEeMHOro ycmnokousnach, U TEINEPh B €€ IIa3aX CBETUJIOCH
JF00OTBITCTRO.

— A wmyx k10??? — Jlioundep pa3apakeHHO MOCTYKHBal HOrol. — Jlaxke cTpaiiHc
MPEJICTABUTH. ..

— Ypbyp...

— YT10?! — 1pgBOJI UyTh HE BCKOYWJI C KpPECIa, HO BOBPEMSI BCIIOMHHJI, YTO y HETO Ha
KoJIeHsX cuauT Tamapa. — Bel n3neBaerech Hano MHOU?! Y MeEHS Takoe OIIyIICHUE, YTO B ANy

MOCEJINIIACh aHTEIbCKas OpaThsi U KPYTUT TEMHBIE JEIUIIKN Y MEHS 10T HOCOM!

OH 3arysHyn B JIMIO ACBYIIKE U HEPBHO CKa3al:

— VY Hee 1Ba rnasa.

— V¥V MeHs Toxe, — ynbloHynack Haama. — MoskHO Boripoc, meccup?

— Jla. Uto ThI X0TENA?

— ThI ckazai, 4ToO OHA TBOS KEHA. ..

— A 4T0 B 3TOM yauBuUTeNbHOro? — Jlton mourpan OpoBiMH. — 3HAYUT, T€OS HE CMYLIAET,
4YTO TBOM Oe3mia3blii Myx-aepuct keHuJIcs Ha Tebe, a TO, UTO JIBO€ KPACUBBIX JIIOJICH HPaBATCS
JPYT IPYry — 3TO YIAUBUTEIBHO?

— S5 ero He BHUAEIA OYEHB 0JITOE BpEMSI!

— O-0, moBeph, Haama, y Te0s1 mosIBATCSA K HEMY CEpbE3HbIE BOMPOCH!!

JbsiBO 4yBCTBOBAJ TEIJIO AEBYIIKH, €€ HANPSHKEHUE U CTPAaX U HE 3HAN, KaK JJOHECTH JI0 HEE
HOBOCTb O Jlouepu. EMy o4eHb HE XOTeI0Ch MPUUYUHUTD €l 00JIb UJIA 3aCTaBUTh TPEBOKUTHCSI.

— UYro oH caenan? — Haama caBuHyna kpacuBble OpoBU. — UTO caenan 3TOT NMPOKJISTHIN
Ypbyp?

— Tamapa, — Jlronr mocMoOTpen Ha JEBYIIKY, OJEAHYIO W MNedaibHYI0. CIHUIIKOM MHOTO
HaBaJIMJIOCh Ha Hee. — Sl Xouy Koe-4To cka3aTh Te0e, HO OOCh, UTO Thl HAYHEIIL HEPBHUYATD.

— MHe kaxeTcs, sl yKe y3Halla CTOJIb BCEro, UTO €Il KaKasi-HUOy/lb HE3HAUYUTENIbHAS BEIIb U3
MOero "TeMHOro" MpOoIUIOro MM MOET0 JEMOHHYECKOTO IMPOMCXOXKACHHUs, HE 0CO00 3aCTaBUT
MEHSI HEpBHUYATh WJIW YAUBIATHCS, — OHA B3IVISIHY/JIa HAa HETO, W JbABOJ YBHJENI B €€ TEMHBIX



I71a3ax KpacHoOBarble BCIbIIKK. Kak OH paHblle HE 3aMeTHI 3TOro? DTOT YUCTO JEMOHUYECKUU
npo¢ Uik, BBICOKOMEPHBIN B3TJISA, 3TH OPOBHU C KECTOKUM, yIIIOBATHIM U3THOOM. ..

— DTO KacaeTcs TBOEU J0YepH.

JleByllka 3aMepiia, ¥ OH OLIYTHJI, KaK YYaCTHUIIOCH €€ JIbIXaHHE.

— YT0 ThI 3HACUIb O MOEH J1I0YEpU? — €€ TOJIOC MPO3BYydal XpuIuio. — ['ae oHa?

Haama ¢ 0oJie3HEHHBIM JIFOOOTBITCTBOM CMOTpEJIa Ha HUX, BHUMATEIbHO MPUCTYIIUBASACH K
pasroBopy.

— V 1ebs ecTh 104b, MUJIAA?

— Ja. — Tamapa Buenmiace B 3ansictee JIrora. — Jla oTBeTh %€ ThI!

— Omna y mens B 3amke. S 3abpan ee y Ypdypa.

— UYt0??? — Haama pe3ko Bcranma. — Yto pebeHok genan y Hero? OH 3Hal 4YTO-TO C
nouepu?!

— He 3Haw... HO TO, KaKk coiepkajach Mallblllka, TOBOpUT 00 obOparHoM. Co CBOUMU
OTHPBICKAMU TAK HE 0OpaIatoTCA.

— Yro ¢ moen poueppro?! — Tamapa Bckoumna ¢ koJeH ApsBoja. — S xody BHAETH ee!
Hememienno!

— CKoOJIbKO ThI HE BUJIeNa ee? — Haama xoTesa moJouTH K HEl, HO HEe pelaiach.

— JIBa roma! J[Ba roga, KoTopsie mpoBena 37ech, B Axy! — Tamapa Bcs mbUiajga OT THEBA. —
Topuamast U3 IEpEBSIHHOTO SIIMKa, KUINAIETO YepBsIMu !

Haama mnoOnenHena W ee KpacuBblE, UyTh YIJMHEHHBIE IJ1a3a IMOKPBUIMCh KPaCHOBATHIM
HAJIETOM.

— 4 He ocipnmanace?

— Het. — JIronudep pazBoponmi cBoei TPOCThIO YIIIM B KaMuHe. — M3 Hee clenanu BETOK
Y IOJAPUIIN MHE.

Haama pe3ko ymapuiia mo OOJbIION Ba3e U M3 HEE MOCHIIAIKUCH PO3bI, Majasi CBEpXy Ha
KpacCHbIE KOBPBIL.

— KT0 710 cnenan?!

— TloxanyiicTa... maiiTe MHE YBUACTh pebeHka... — Jlromudep ObicTpo nmoxpomen k Tamape,
IJIEYX KOTOPOW B3AparuBajid oT pblnanui. — [loxanyiicra...

JIeMOHHIIa TSKEJIO Jblaia, HO YKPOTHB CBOIO 3JI0CTh, TOKE KMHYJIACH K JOUEPH.

— Ilocnymait, munas... OHa He moMHHUT TeOs... He myrait ee... HyxHo Bce cuenart
MOCTENeHHO. [lycTh MpUBBIKHET.

— l'ocrion. .. MOSL 104Yb HE MOMHUT MEHSL. ..

Jlrorrudep MOMOPIIMIICS U TUXO TPOU3HEC B CTOPOHY:

— $1 B neneniky pa3ouBaroch, a Kak 4ro, Tak ['ocrosu. ..

Hopora k 3aMky Jlromnudepa kazanach MHEe OECKOHEUHO 10Jroi. Mo MBICIHM 3aHUMAaa JUIIb
JI04b, KOTOpasi CTPAaHHBIM M HETIOCTHUKUMBIM 00pa3oM Oka3ayiack B Any. Bce, UTO OTKpBIIIOCH MHE B
ATOT AE€Hb, MOMEPKIIO MEPES U3BECTHEM O TOM, UTO MOS MaJIbIIIKa Hauwiachk. S 4yBCTBOBajia, YTO
Jlrouundep crapaercs, ollyiliaia €ro Y4eCTHOCTh M0 OTHOIICHUIO KO MHE, HO BCE ellle 00sy1ach €ro,
BEJlb BCE-TAKU OH HUKTO MHOM, A IbSIBOJ. XO35IMH MPEUCITOTHEH.

4 exana Ha ero nomaau, a Haama ciaemoBana 3a HamMu Ha OEIIOCHEKHON KOOBLIE, HAKPHITOU
KpacHOM nonoHoi. OHa HacTosJIa Ha CBOEM MPUCYTCTBUU, HO S HE YYBCTBOBAJIA B HEW Marepw, Ja
U TIOKa MHE OBLIO TSDKEJIO BOCIIPUHUMATh BCE MPOUCXOAIIEe, Kak HEUTO Kacaroleecs MeHs. Bee
MOXO/IUJIO Ha CTPAHHBIA COH WJIM Opej 3aTyMaHEHHOro CO3HaHusA. BpemeHamu MHe Ka3ajaoch, 4TO
TaK OHO W ObUI0. BO3MOXHO, 51 BCe €Ille Topuaja U3 SMKa, TOKauYuBasi TOHKUMHU JUCTHhSIMH, & MOE



YeJIOBEUECKOE CO3HAHME Yracalyio, pUcys HamocjaeA0K (haHTaCMaropuieckue KapTUHBI.

Ho He Mommu ke oHM OBITh HACTOJBKO peadbHbIMU? S uyBCTBOBajia, Kak B MOW KOMYHK
YIIUPAETCS HEYTO OYEHb BHYIIMTEIBHBIX Pa3MEpPOB, W BPsA JU 3TO OBUT HOX JbsiBoNa. S
nocrapaiach OTOABUHYTHCS, HO €r0 pyKa BepHYy/Ia MEHsl 00paTHO, M1 MOIO KOXKY BO3Ji€ yXa 0000
ropsiuee JIbIXaHHeE.

— He Oynp 3m10KkoM, MHE HpaBUTCA ynuparbcss B TeOsA... W 3amoMHU, Thl XOTh H
JEMOHUYECKUX KPOBEW, HO 51 BCE PABHO I'JIABHBIN.

S 4yTh WEr0 HE ciioMana, kenas MOCMOTPETh B €ro OECCThDKHME Ila3a, U OH HE OTBEN HX,
BECEJIO SISl HA MEHSL.

— Hy uro, 31t0ka? Hazneroch, Thl HE XOUelllb TPOKEYb MEHSI CBOUMH YEPHBIMU OYaMH ?

S oTBEpHYNIach U YCTaBUJIACh Ha JIOPOTY, CTapasiCh HE 3aMeyarb YIIUPAIOIIMNCSI B MEHS OpraH.
Ho Jlronudep e ynumarcs.

— 4 Tebe HpaBIHOCH?

— Hert, — s B3apornyna, Kkorjaa ero ryobl KOCHyIHCh Moel men. — He Hao!

— Ilouemy? — ero yauBieHue ObUJI0 HCKPEHHUM. — YUTO BO MHE HE Tak?

A monuana. B HeM Bce ObUIO UA€aNbHBIM, HO HE MOTJIA K€ sl EMY 3TO CKa3aTh?

OH npuKOCHYIICS TyYOaMH K XOJIMUKY ITO3BOHKA, BBI3bIBAasi BO MHE BCIIJIECK OIIYIICHUM, U S BCS
CKaJach, JKelasi, U B TO )K€ BPEMS HE KeJlasl, 3TUX MPUKOCHOBEHUH. OT HEro mMpUATHO MaxJo, OH
ObUT TOPSYMM M TBEPJbIM, HECMOTPSI Ha U3SIIHOE CJIOKEHHE, YTO TOBOPHUIIO O XOPOIIO Pa3BUTOU
Myckynarype. S B3suia cedst B pyKH M BBIOpOCHIIa U3 TOJOBBI 3TH MBICIH, pa3peluB cede Aymarhb
TOJIBKO O JJOYEPH.

Korna mbl nogbexanu k 3amky, JIromudep akkypaTrHO CHsUT MEHS C JIOLIAJM U Ha HECKOJIBKO
CEKYHJ| IpH>Xal K ce0e, HO MHE 3TOT0 XBaTUJI0. MeHsI CJIOBHO ’KapoM OOCKINaJIO, Ha IIeKax 3aaiesin
MAaKH, a HA3 )KUBOTA MPENATEIbCKN 3aHbUL S MOHsIA, 9YTO OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI 3TO 110 €r0 XUTPOU U
JOBOJILHOM YIIBIOKE, U OBICTPO OTMPSIHYIA OT HETO, CTOMJIO €My IMOCTaBUTh MEHS Ha 3emito. Haama
MmojoIUIa KO MHE M B3sJIa 32 PYKY, CJIOBHO eJas MOoAAepkKaTh, U 1 Obl1a OjlaroapHa ei 3a 3To.

JIronudep mepBbIM BOILEN B BHICOKHE JIBEpU U, MOCIEIOBAB 32 HUM, S Cpa3y e YCibllaja
3BOHKUM cMmeXx. Cepie Moe Ckalloch OT 0OJIM U PpajioCTH, s KMHYJIach Obulo Boeped, Ho Haama
CKajla MOM Majblbl, U S MPUTOPMO3UIIA, PA3PbIBASICh OT KEJAHUS YCIIOKOUTHCS WIIM OTIIBBIPHYTH
OT ce0s KEHILMHY U 0eXaTh K CBOEMY pEOCHKY.

MpbI NOOHSUINCh B TIOKOM AbSIBOJNA, M s €JI€ CAEpKanach OT KpPUKa, YBUAECB CHJIIYIO Ha
OTPOMHOM KpOBaTH J1I€BOUKY. BHE COMHEHUs, 3TO ObUIa MOSl 0Yb. 30JIOTUCTBIE KYIPSLIKU CTAJIA
HAMHOI'O JJINHHEE, a BOT YE€pHBIC, JIIOOOMBITHBIE IVIa3KU ObUTM Bce TeMH *ke. OHa Ielia MeCeHKY,
yKauuBasi CTPAHHYIO KYKJITY, U BBITJISIZIENIA IOBOJIBHOM U YMUPOTBOPEHHOM.

— Omna npekpacHa... — npouentaina Haama, u Manbllka mocMoTpena B Hally CTOpoHY. Ee
IJIa3KH 3aropesuch JT0OO0MBITCTBOM.

— 3u1aceTe, — OHa YIIOXKWJIa KYKIIy IO OAESJIO M MPOBOPHO Cle3la ¢ KpoBaru. J(nuHHas
pyOallieuka BOJIOYUIIACH O TOJTY, U BBITJISENA OHA IOBOJIBHO KOMUYHO.

S cMmoTtpena Ha Hee BO BCE Ila3a, COOpaB B KyJaK OCTaBUIMECS CUJIbL, YTOOBI HE 3apEBETh U HE
Hanyrarb Majibiiky. OHa mofoluia K HaM W NpoTsHyna pyduku k Jlroumdepy, BbI3BaB BO MHE
BCIIBIIIKY PEBHOCTH.

JIbsIBOJI B351J1 €€ HA PYKU U CIIPOCHIL:

— Xouellb NTO3HAKOMUTHCS?

Mautbllika KMuBHYJA, OOHUMAs €70 PYYOHKOM 3a IIe0.

— OTO MaMa, — OH MOCMOTpPEI Ha MEHS U, B3IB KPOXOTHYIO PYUKY JIEBOYKH, TPUITOKHUIT €€ K



MoeMy Jiniy. — Mama.

— Mama? — JeBoYKa HECMENOo MpoBeia MadkMMKaMH M0 MOEMY JIHUIY, U BAPYT JIACKOBO
morjiaJinia mo BojiocaM. — Mawma. ..

Y MeHs HEMPOU3BOJIBHO MOKATUIIMCH CJE3bl, U MAJIbIIIKA YIUBICHHO 3aljIAHY/la MHE B IJa3a,
KacasiCh BJaru Ha MOMX IT[EKax.

— He rutace. He miace. .. mama. ..

OHa noTAHyJIach KO MHE, U s C BCXJIUTIOM CXBaruja €€ Ha PyKH, llendya Kakue-To MIYIOCTH Ha
MAaJICHBKOE YIIKO, 1€y TEIUIYI0 MOPJAIIKYy U BAbIXas 3amax ee Kyapsiek. OHa Hayana cMesIThCA,
MIPUKPBIBASCH PYyYKaMH, U sl TOYYBCTBOBaJIa ce0sl HACTOIBKO CUACTIMBOM, UTO ObLJIa TOTOBA OTAATh
CBOIO JYIIY JIbSIBOTY!

— Hy, HacTonbko s HameTh He Oymy... — Tuxo npousHec Jlrouudep B CTOpOHY, U 5
M3YMIIEHHO ITOCMOTpPEJIA Ha HETO.

— IIpekpatu 4uTaTh MOU MBICIH!

— Jau MHe ee... — o noBepHynach K Haame u yBuzena B €€ mia3ax Tako€ BOCXHUILEHUE U
HEXKHOCTh, YTO CIOKOMHO Tepenana el MabllKy, KOTOpas Ha YIUBJICHHUE OKa3ajgach OYEHb
OOLMTETHLHBIM PEOCHKOM M Cpa3y K€ Halllla OOIIMHU SI3bIK C IEMOHUIIEH.

— Kitacunupaaas. ..

Haama momienoBana ee, u cpasy ke Oblia MpUTJIAIIeHa 3HAKOMUTKCS ¢ JIsieit.

— Cnacubo, — s mojaHsuIa r1a3a Ha Jlronudepa.

— 1 TOTOB NPUHATH 0JIArONAPHOCTH, — JIbSIBOJ B3SUICS 32 PYYKY JBEPHU U MOAMUTHYI MHE. —
Ceroansi 3a ykUHOM. A ceiiuac He Oyay MeIIaTh U OCTABIIIO Ballle CEMEUCTBO B TECHOM KPYTY.

OH BbIIIIEN, a YIBIOKY, OJTY>KJIAFOIIYI0 HA MOEM JIUIIE, CJIOBHO MPUKJICHIIH.
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* * % Jlrouudep ObUT MOBOJICH. Bce mUTO0 Kak HENb3sl Jydllle, U €ro CepAlle TPEemerano OT
MPEIBKYIIEHUS BCETO TOTO, YTO JKJAJIO €r0 BIEPEaN. YIUBUTEIBHOE MPOUCXOXKAeHUE ero Tamapsl
J0Ka3bIBAJIO JIUIIb OJHO — OHM JIOJKHBI OBITH BMECTE.

— Meccup, Bac oxusaeT ACTapoT. — COBETHHUK IOSBHWJICS Kak Bcerna OecCIIyMHO, JIUIb 0
SHEPreTUYECKUM BOJIHAM, KOTOPBIE OH OCTABJISI B IPOCTPaHCTBE, JIFOI] MOYyBCTBOBAJ €TO.

— Jla, celiuac cnyirych, — JbSBOJ €IIe HECKOJIBKO MUHYT MOCTOSII, C YIIBIOKON BIJISIJIBIBASICH B
TOPU30HT, U JIETKO COEXaJ 10 CTYIIEHbKaM.

— 4 Hamen Bpaya. — ACTapOT CHJIEIN BO3JIE OYara, M ¢ €ro MOKporo mjiamnja cTeKajia BoJa.

— U e xe on? — Jlro1ry He Teprenoch yBUACTh Ypdypa, TI000MBITCTBO U JKEJIAHUE JTUIIUTh
€ro MIMMYHHUTETA K CMEPTH 3aCTABIISUIA €r0 HEPBHO CKUMATh PYKOSTKY HOXa.

— OH Ha 3emute. S Haien ero MecTo npeObIBaHUs, U, €CIIM X0Uelllb, MOKEM OTIPaBUTHCS Tya
ceityac xe. MHe He HpaBUTCS BCe 3TO. UyBCTBYIO YyIpo3y.

— Her, g noiiny oguH. Bo3Bpamanics Kk cembe. — JIIOI IPUKOCHYIICSA K €ro pyKe, CUUTHIBAs
uHpopmalno. — ITo Mos mpodiema. J[a u uto MHEe MoxkeT yrpoxars? Ypbyp? S paznasmto ero,
KakK BOIIIb.

— VY auu tebe, — AcTapoT NOAHSIICS. — 3aX0JH B TOCTH CO CBOEH... Tamapomu.

— Henpemenno.

Kak Tonbko 1eMOH pacTBopuJics B Bo3nyxe, JIromudep Toxke ucyes SpkuM CryCTKOM OTHSL.

Mecto, Kyaa nmpuBena ero namsath AcTapora, BBIVISACNIO TOBOJBHO CTPAHHO JUIsl TPEOBbIBAHUS
B HEM JIEMOHA, HO JIbSIBOJI JyMaJl JIUIb O BO3ME3JIMM M YBEPEHHO HAIPABUJICA B 3a0pOIICHHYIO
IIEPKOBb, 3apOCHIyI0 TYCThIM KycTapHUKOM. Iloutu cTeprThie BpemeHeM (DpecKku U HU300pakeHUs
CBATHIX HAYAJIA MJIABUTHCS OT €ro MPUCYTCTBUS, CTEKAsl TPSA3HBIMU TIOPOKKAMU 11O CTEHAM.

— Ypdyp! Beiiiau, TBOI rocnoauH KeaaeT BUACTh TeOs!

Jlrorudep Bomen B pa3OUTYIO apKy U ODVISIACICS, YYBCTBYS PSAIOM C COOOM MPHUCYTCTBHE
JE€MOHa.

— S 31€ech... — Bpad BbIIIET U3 TEMHOTO KOPHUIOPA U OCTAHOBUWJICS HaNpOTHUB AbsiBONa. Ero
CMOPILEHHBIE PYKU CIIETKa IpoKalu. — S 3Hai, 4TO paHO WJIM MO3AHO Thl OylIellb HCKaTh MEHS,
4TOOBI 3a0paTh TOT MPEKPACHBIN Jap, KOTOPHIN s MOJIYUYHJI TaK HEOXKHUJIAHHO. ..

— O6 sToM moToM, — pazapaxkeHHo mpepBan ero Jlrouudep. Ero tepszano crpaHHOE
OECITOKOMCTBO, HO OH OTOTHAJ €T0 OT ce0s. — 3aueM ThI JIepakKajl B CBOEM 3aMKe peOeHKa?

— Yto? — Ypdyp yauBieHHO BCKUHYI cBoe Oe3rina3oe auio. — [Ipudem 3aech peOeHOK?

— OrBevaii!

— Korna Jleonapa 3abpain Ty JIeBYIIKY, YTOOBI IPEBPATUTh €€ B I[BETOK, s B35 €€ peOeHKa,
na0bl caenarh U3 HEero TO ke camoe. JIeoHapa ckaszaj, 4To U3 MATHJIETHUX JEBOYEK MOTYydaroTCs
OTMEHHBIE PK3eMIUISPHL... [la k uemy Bce 3107 — Ypdyp 3ameTHO HepBHHYAI, U Jlrouudep cHoBa
MOYYBCTBOBAJ CTPAaHHOE OECIOKONCTBO.

— ThI HUYETO HE MOYYBCTBOBAJ K 3TOMY PEOCHKY?

— A 4TO s OJKEH ObUT MOY4YyBCTBOBATh? Sl MPOCTO KJ1all, KOTJa € UCIOJHUTHCA MATh JIET,
MIOCaJUB €€ Ha ONPEACIICHHYIO IUETY. .. S HE MOoUMY...

— DOToro pebeHka pomauina TBOs 104b, Ypdyp, — Jlrouudep BcMmarpuBaics B 3To 6e3miazoe
JIMILIO U JKJIAJL.

— Kakas 104b? — rosioc Bpada IpOTHYII.



— TBos u Haampbl.

— DTOro He MOXET OBITh... HE MOXKET OBbITh... MOS JI0Yb MpOMaja... — JbSBOJ MOYyBCTBOBAJ
MaHUKY, OXBAaTHIBAIOIIYIO JEMOHA, HO €70 BHUMAaHWE MPUBIIEK T'yJl, HAOUPAIOIMI CUITY.

— Uto 310? — Jlromudep yxe noHs, yto Ypdyp He 3ps npsTaics B 3TON LIEPKBU U, HE Oy/b
OH OXBAU€H JKaXKJI0M BO3Me3us, Jorajaics Obl cpa3y, 4To 3/1eCh HE BCE TaK YUCTO.

— ... 1 qyman, 4yTo ThI Xouelllb 3a0parh Aap... XOTe€JI OTOMCTHUTH 3a TO, YTO Thl OTpe3aj MHE
roJIOBY M3-3a TOM MPOKJISITOM CMEPTHOM... — Ypdyp Bech Hanpsrcs, v JIro1 mo4yBCTBOBaI YbE-TO
IIPUCYTCTBUE 34 CBOEU CITUHOU.

— KT0 3710, MEp3KMI TTpeaaTeib?

— CpsToit Muxani.

Crpanmsblii  ygap, OT KOTOPOTO BBUIETEIM OCTaBIIMECS OKHA IIEPKBH, OOpYIIUIICS Ha
JIrouudepa, u oH ynan Ha KojgeHU. CTEeHbI LIEPKBU 3aCTOHANIN, HE B CUJIaX BBIIEPKUBAThH Y>KACHYIO
SHEPIreTUKY, NYIbCUPYIONIYIO U KIYOSIIyIOCS MEXAY HUIMU, U C TPECKOM CTaIl 0OBaJMBaThCA, paHs
3EMJII0 OCTPBIMH KPasiMHU.

Jlrom BCe ele CTOsT Ha KOJIEHSX, OIYCTHUB PYKH, KOTAA Iepel HUM mpeacTan Muxauii, cusis
30JI0TOM BOJIOC.

— Hy, BOT U BCTpPETUIINCh, — €T0 IIYOOKHHU, CHJIBHBIA TOJIOC 9XOM BO3HECCS K €IIe IeIhIM
cBoJiaM LiepkBHU. — CerosiHs 3710 OyJeT HaKa3aHo.

— Konre Muxauna mue B 3ai... — JIIOIl KpUBO YCMEXHYJICSI OKPOBABJICHHBIMU T'yOaMu U
MOAHSUT Ha apXaHTela ApKue, HaCMEIIUIUBbIE T1a3a. — S yxe cTal 3a0bIBaTh, KaKOHM ThI 3aHY/A. . .

Ee onuH ynap cou ero ¢ HOT, ¥ Ha AbsIBOJIa ONYCTHIJIACH TEMHOTA.

* % * Moe cuacTbe ObUIO Oe3rpaHuyHO. 1 He MomIa OTOMTH OT JOYEPH U MOCTOSHHO 1IeJIoBaja
ee MaJeHbKHE PYYKH U OJie/iHble, 3anaBimme medku. OHa ulypuiack OT YIOBOJBCTBHS U MO3BOJISIIA
Jackarb ce0s, BECEJIO XOXO4a M Ipblras Ha KpPOBaTH, KaK O30pHOW kKoTeHOK. Haama He cBommna
rj1a3 ¢ pe0eHKa, U s 3aMeydaa B €€ B3IJIsL/Ie HEXKHOCTh U 0OJIb.

BTpoem MBI poBeIM BECh NI€HB, U, KOTA KpacHas JiyHa 3aligiHylla B OKHO, S BCHOMHUJA O
Jronudepe. Ilouemy oH A0 cux mop He mosiBWicsA? S momonuia K OKHY U yBUJIENa BCaJHUKA,
CKauylero K 3aMky. [lonsl ero miama TpeneTtanu Ha BETPY, U Y MEHS BAPYI CKAJIOCh CEPALE OT
KaKOro-TO HEXOPOILETO MPeIYyBCTBUs. BCaTHUK HEC HEUTO IIOXOE, U 1 YyBCTBOBAJIA 3TO.

— Yro cayuunoce? — Haama momonuia KO MHE U TOXKE ITOCMOTPENIa B OKHO. — TBI 4TO-TO
ITOYyBCTBOBAIA?

— Jla... — Kak TOJIBKO s NPOU3HECHA 3TO CJIIOBO, BHU3Y Pa3dAINCh KPUKU U TONOT. — MHe
CTpAIIHO.

— KpoBb nbetcs ¢ Heba... — mpomenTaina Haama u 51, moBepHYB TOJ0BY, yBHUIENA, YTO CTPYH
TOK]Isl OKPaCWJIUCh B KPACHBIN. — Al OIYCTEI. ..

JIBEprn B KOMHAaTy pacHaxHYIHCh, U TNEpPE] HaMH BO3HHMK BBICOKMM, KPYIHBIM MYX4YHWHA B
MOKPOM IIJIalIE.

— JIrouudepa Oomblie HET.

— Ho 310 HEBO3MOXKHO... — BbIIOXHYNIA Haama, a s1 oHeEMena, M Ha HEXKAAHHOTO TOCTH.

— IlocmoTpH Ha 3TO... — MYXYMHA KMBHYJ Ha OKHO, 1 Mbl CHOBA ITOBEPHY/IM I'OJIOBBL. 3-3a
TOPU30HTA HAJBUTAJIOCh HEUTO Y)KACHOE, ITOX0KEE HAa YEPHYIO T4y, IPOHU3AHHYIO CETHIO MOJIHUU.
Bce 3T0 rpoxoTano u nbutajio, CMeTas BCE Ha CBOEM ITyTH.

— OH... ymep? — mnporienTana s, YyBCTBYs 0OJIb.

— Ero ner. IlpocTo HET, — MyXYMHA HAXMYPWICA M CXAJI PYKOSTKH HOkeu. — S
OTHPABIIOCH HA €ro NOUCKU. Eciii ¢ HUM 4TO-TO CIy4UIIOCh, B ATy HAUHETCSA CMYTA.



— Actapot! — Haama OpicTpo momomnuia Kk HeMy. — Hailiau ero, nHaue 37eCh MPOU30UIET
HEUTO y)KACHOE.

— Jla, 51 3Ha10, — MY)KUMHA BHUMATEIBHO IIOCMOTPEJ Ha MEHS U BBIIIEI.

— YUT0 MOrjI0 NMPOU30MTH C HUM? — 5 TOTsAHYJach kK Haame, n oHa 0OHs1a MEHS.

— He xouy Te6s oOHanexuBaTh. Bce ouens mioxo.

CrpaHHBII My)KYUHA, 00asTENbHBIA JIbIBOJ, CAaTaHA, YBEKOBEUCHHBIA B OMOJIIEHCKUX TEKCTaX,
KaK HEUYTO CTpaIIHOE M HECYIIEE CMEPTh, 04apoBajl MeHA. S xoauna W3 ymia B Yroj W IbITanach
ITOHSTH, KOTZIa 3TO CIYy4HJIOCh? BO3MOXKHO, OH IPOHUK B MOKO I'OJIOBY €€ B TOT MOMEHT, KOIJIa 5
IBETKOM yKpamana ero caa? Mnm korma oH cnac MeHs OT XynuraHoB? Ilepeno MHOU CTOsUIH €ro
UPOHMUYHBIE IV1a3a, iPKWE U BHUMATEIbHBIC, €0 MOJHbIE I'yObl U U3AILIHBIE MaJbIbL... IJ€ K€ ThI
Jron?

ACTapoT BEpHYICS 4Y€pe3 NECATh 4YacOB, M €ro JIMIO HE BBIPAXKAIO HUYETO XOPOILETO.
Jlrouudep npomnaj, HE OCTABUB U CJie/la, IO KOTOPOMY €r0 MOKHO ObUTO ero HaiiTu. BHu3y 3amka
coOpaiuch IEMOHBI, U s CJbIIIAJA Pa3roBOPHl O TOM, YTO eciu Jlrouudep He BepHETCs, KOMY-TO
MPUJIETCS 3aHATH €ro mMecto. AcTapoTr TUXO roBopuil ¢ Haamo#, n OHa momisapiBasia Ha MEHS,
HaxMypHUB OpOBHU.

— Her. 4 nportus!

51 pe3Kko moBEpHYJIACh, YCIBIIIAB 3TOT BO3IJIAC, M HAIIPABUJIACH K HUM.

— Yto cnyuunocs?

— Campble cuIbHBIE JEMOHBI AZla TOAHUMAIOT TOJOBBL. byaeT BoiiHA.

— W 4ro xe penars? — s MO4yBCTBOBaja 03HOO, OXBaTUBIIMN MeHsA. — J[omkeH ke ObITh
KaKOU-TO BBIXOJ?
— W oH ecTb... — AcTtapot ObICTpO B3MIsIHYI Ha Haamy.

— Her! — ona kocHynach €ero pyku. — 9T0 ONacHo!

— 1 xouy 3HaTh! — 5 cepauTo B3rAHYNA HA Haamy. — He ckpbiBaiiTe HUu4ero ot MeHs!

JleMoHUIIa OTBEPHYJIACh, a ACTApOT CKa3al:

— B 3amke xpanutcsa kpoBs Jltouudepa. IToT Marepual, NpuHaICKAINMNA cCaMOMY IbSBOY,
JOJIKEH OBITh COXpaHEH JI0 KOHIIa BEKOB, TOKAa B HEM HE BOBHUKHET HEOOXOAUMOCTh. ..

— M uTo0?

— Ecnu KTO-TO BBIIIBET €€... MOJYYUT BCKO CUITY CATaHBbL.

— Brimeit ee cam! — He yaepxkanace Haama. — Te1 ero npyr, oH He Obul Obl TIPOTHUB!
Acmogen ToKe MOXKET cIenaTh 3TO!

— $1 OBl Tak U cjaenai, — JEMOH YIPIOMO CMOTpEN Ha MEHS, U OT €Tr0 B3IIsIa BO MHE BCE
nepeBopavynBagock. — Ho ThI 3Haelb, 4TO BO M30€KaHUE CMYThHI M MIPETEH3UN Ha aJCKUN TPOH,

HEKOTOpbIE caMble MPUOTUKEHHBIC IEMOHBI, B TOM YUCIIE U MBI ¢ ACMOJIeeM, MOAMUCATN IOTOBOP,
YTO HHUKOTAA HE KOCHEMCS KPOBM JIbsiBOJIa. U 1 HE MO3BOJIO HHUKOMY APYrOMY MPETEHI0Barb Ha
MecTo Jlrona. Bpemenu ocranock cCOBCEM MaJIO, KPOBb AbSIBOJIA CEMYAC CAMOE JKEIIAHHOE 3€JIbE BO
BCEM Anly.

— Kaxkue npegnoxenns? — s y:ke J0raibIBalIach, YTO OH MHE MPEJI0KUT.

— Twi ero nmoouMas sxeHpHa. OH ObUT ObI HE TPOTUB.

— Her! — cHoBa Bocknuknyna Haama. — OT0 onacho!

— Sl cornacHa, — u g 1eHCTBUTEILHO ObUIA MOJTHA PEIIMMOCTH.

— TbI He 3Haenb, YTO MOXKET ciydnuThesi! — Haama cxBaruia MmeHs 3a pyky. — KpoBb caraHbl
— caMas onacHas Bellb B Mupe! OHa, Kak CMEpPTENbHBIA BUPYC, ITOPAXKAET TOTO, KTO HE TOTOB K
€ro pa3pyumTelbHON cuiie, U youBaeT!



— DTOro MOXeT U He ObITh, — B3I AcTapoTa ObUT MPUKOBaH K OKHY. — OcTaioch
HemHOro. K 3amMKy aBuxkercs oTpsia 1€MOHOB.

— Sl roToBa, — MHe ObLIO JIeTKO, Kak HUKoraa. — Kyaa HyxHO uaTu?

— Haawma, 3a0epu pebeHka, — 4eTko npousHec 1eMoH. — Crpsiubcs ¢ Hel B OallHe.

— Xopomo. — Haama yxe He mnepedrsia Ham, MOHWUMas, 4TO S NPHUHsUIA PEIICHUE U HE
n3MeHo ero. OHa 3arisiHysa MHE B IUIa3a U npolenTaina: — byab ocTopoxkHa.

— OO0s13aTeNBHO.

OHu ¢ Diiel MOKUHYJIA KOMHATY, U ACTapOT 3aKpbUI 32 HUMU JIBEPb Ha OTPOMHBIN 3aCOB.

— Ilopa.

OH mogoliesn K AOTOparollleMy KaMHHY W, JOBKO CABHUHYB KaME€Hb, HM3BJIEK W3 TEMHOTO
yrIIyOJIeHUs CTPAHHBINA COCYI, TOXOXKHM Ha (DJIAKOH U3-T10/T TyXOB.

— Jlepxu. Y Hac 00JbIle HET BPEMEHHU.

Sl B3sna U3 €ro pyk HENpO3payHbId IY3bIPEK W OLIyTHJIA, KAKOWM OH ropsuyui. [[poxarieun
pYKO#l BbITAlMJIa MPOOKY U PE3KUM JBUKEHHEM IMOIHECTa €ro KO pTy, UyBCTBYs, Kak TycTasd,
COJIOHOBATasl KUJKOCTh TE€YET 10 MoeMy ropiay. Bo Mue Oyaro pazoxmu noxap. Teno nbuiano, u
KyTKas 00JIb CKOBaja BHYTPEHHOCTH. Mou 3yObl ¢ KJallaHbEM MONaAaJId APYr HA APYyra, a Hajiblibl
KaK JiaIlbl KAKOM-TO YPOJIUBOM MTHUIIBI CKPIOUMIIACH, IOX0KUE HA BBICOXIIME JIPIOYKH.

S ynmana Ha MoOJI U YK€ HE YyBCTBOBaJla, KaK ACTAapOT MOAHUMAET MEHS, HE CIbIIIAJIA €T0
CJIOB... JIUIIb 0OJIb U CTPAaHHbIE KAPTUHKHU MPOILIBIBAIIA TIEpE] MOUMHM TJla3aMU, 3aCTaBIsisi MEHS
BBITh U PbIIaTh KAK CYMaCILEAIIYIO.

['po3ubIii BracTtutenbs Ana crpagan. Ero BHYTpeHHOCTH pa3fupasia oOuJa U 4yBCTBO MECTH,
OH IIpEeBpaIliAICS B 3BEPS, Kpylla JUIMHHBIMHM, IbSHBIMU HOYAMHU BCE, YTO NONAJAIOCh €MY IOA
pyky. OH mnakan... oH Meuran. lIpocun cmepru... oH no cux mop Bepun B OtTma CBOEro
HebGecnoro. B ero cnpaBeimuBocTh U JOOPOTY...

— DT-TO HEB-BBIH-HOC-CUMO! — s OIIyTHJIa KPOBb Ha CBOMX rybax. OHa Jmiack ¢ MOEro pTa
Ha TOAYIIKY, U MHE Ka3aJioCh, UTO s celuyac yMpy OT XKYTKUX cTpafgaHuii Jlronudepa u 6e3yMmHOMH,
pasauparoleit MeHs 6011.

— JlepKuch... NEpKUCh... — 3pEHUE BO3BPAILAIOCH KO MHE, W s yBHJENA, KaK ACTapoT
KUHYIICS K IBEPSAM, KOTOPBIE XOAUIU XoAyHOM. OH pacraxHyi UX, 1 B KOMHAry BOpBaJICs OOJIbILION
JIEMOH C CeJ0BaTO OOPOI0M U KOPOTKO CTPUKEHBIMHU BOJIOCAMU.

— VY Hac He XBaTaeT cui aepxkaTh ux! Uepes HeCKOIbKO MUHYT OHU OyayT 31€Ch!

— bynem HazeaTsCes, 4To 10 3TOr0 BPEMEHH KOE-4TO U3MEHUTCS.

Ero cobecenHrK MOCMOTPES B MOIO CTOPOHY M TUXO CIIPOCHIL:

— Tb1 nan et kpoBb Jlroma?

— Ja, Acmopeii. [Ipyroro BeiOOpa HET.

JIBepp 3arygena OT MOIIHOTO yiapa, U B KOMHAry BIIETE]I OKPOBABICHHBIA MY)KYHHA, 32
KOTOPBIM BOpBajach TOJNa 00€3yMEBIINX JIEMOHOB.

— budponc!!! — Acrapor KuHyICS K HEMY M IOMOT BCTarb. BTpoem OHU BcTtanu mnepen
OECHYIOIIMMUCS 3aXBaTUNKAMH U U3BIIEKJIN OPYKUE, TOTOBSCH K 0OI0.

— BbI HajieeTech MOOEUTH HAC BCeX? — JIEMOH C JJIMHHOW KOCOM KPacHBO MOBEPTEN B PyKE
Med. — Bare BpeMsi BBIILIO.



I'1aBa 55

Ero nm1uno MOMEHTaAIIbHO TOMEHSUIO BBIPAYKEHUE, KOTIa OH YCJIBIIAT MOW TOJIOC.

— 41 nymaro, Bpems BBILLIO Y Bac.

— KT0 3T0? — €ro 311ble I1a3a CBEPJIMIIM MEHS, a MAJIbLIbI KPEMYE CKAA PYKOSATKY MeYa.

— A 310 — npobiiema, — HaCMEUUIMBO OTBETHJI ACTAapOT U 0Oparwiics K IEMOHY M0 UMEHHU
Acmoneit: — JlaBaii ycagum budpoHca, Bce 3aKOHYUIIOCH.

AcMozel ¢ U3YMJIIEHMEM ITOCMOTPEI HA MEHS, CTOSBILYIO HA KPOBATH, U €TI0 ITla3a Ha CEKYHIY
YIMBIIEHHO paclMpWiIMCh. Ho nie Ha cexyHny.

— Bce Tonpko HaumHaercs! — mpommnesr AEMOH € MEYOM M 3aMaxHyICs, LEIACh
nokauuBaroemycsi bugpoHcy B rpyab.
— Ha xonienu! — s cama He 0KujJana, 4To U3 MEHSI MOXKET BhIPBATHCS TakoW peB. — BcTarh

repeJ roCoKoi Ha KoyieHu!

JIeMOH ¢ KOCOM HEMHOr0 OTCTYNHWJI, a OCTaJlbHbIE MCIYTAaHHO 3allleNTaINCh. I MemJIeHHO
CIYCTHJIACh C KPOBAaTH M OTILATHYJIACh OT CBOETO OTPAKEHUs B OOJIBLIOM 3epkaje. Mou masza u3
YEepHBIX, IPEBPATUINCH B HEOECHO-TOyOBIE. . .

JIeMOHBI MOJT4a, OJIMH 32 OJJHUM ITONaJalu Ha KOJICHU.

** * JIronudep xmypo Habmroga1 32 MHUXaniioM, KOTOPBIN pacXaXHBaJl IO TEMHOM, KHIIAIIEH
KpBICAMH JIBIPE, MMOX0KEW Ha Pa3pyLICHHYI KPENnocTh. Ero mias3a ciueauiny 3a KaxIbIM JBUKECHUEM
apxaHrea, HO JIMI[0 OCTaBaJIOCh OECCTPACTHBIM.

— Ceityac TBOM Al TEP3arOT HAa Kycouku. — Muxaun paccmesuics. — Kyuka TBOMX MEp3KHX
MPUCTIEHHUKOB YK€ 3a0bl1a O CBOEM Ia/IIIEM TOCTIOJANHE U JISJIUT TBOM TPOH!

— Ero ectb KOMy 3allIMTUTD.

— Komy? Tpoiike BEpHBIX JEMOHOB? — 3TO MPO3BYYAJIO M3/EBATEIBCKH U HACMEIUIMBO. —
Ckopee Bcero, OHU yxKe TopsT B IpoBasie Beunbix Myk!

— Yero 11 x0uenb? — JIro1 BEITEp PyKaBOM KPOBb, 3aJIMBABIIYIO €MY IJ1a3a.

— YHUYTOXUTH TEOsI.

— To1 caumkoM MHOTO BO30OMHHJI O ceOe. UTo BbI Oymere nenarh ¢ TOJIINON TPEIHHUKOB,
KOTOphIe XJIBIHYT B Pait? Kak ke 60xuit cyn? Uem Bbl HamyraeTe JIOAUIIEK, €Clid He OylneT aJCcKux
MYK ¥ BEUHOCTH B IPEUCIIOIHEN ?

— 3aMoiun! — BOCKJIMKHYT MuXani, HO B €ro Ijia3ax MPOMEJIbKHYIIA TeHb COMHEHUS. — ThI
— npenarens! M3mennuk! Korma Ax mpeBparutcest B poOM KUIIAIIMX, HEYIPABISEMBIX JEMOHOB, S
BMECTE C aHTeJIaMU PaclpaBiIlOCh C HUMU U BEPHY T€Os 00paTHO, C1a00ro U OECIOMOIIHOTO!

— D70 TBOM TaH? — ycMexHyincs Jlronudep u mpuBbIYHO BCKUHYT OpoBU. — MHE KaxeTcs,
3TO TIIYIO.

— AX, Hy na! — xMbIKHYT Muxani, Bo3/ieB pyku. — S 3a0bUl, UTO Thl y HAC CaMbIil YMHBIH,
CaMblil KPaCHUBBIN U CaMblii COBEpPIICHHBIN !

— VY MeHs HeT XeJIaHUsI TOBOPUTH ¢ TOOOM, — JbSIBOJI OTBEPHYIICS OT apXaHresa, U TOT CHOBa
3acMesICs.

— Koneuno. Ecnu Obl Thl HE HaXOMWJICS HAa TEPPUTOPUM PAUCKHUX CaJIOB, TO BCTYMUII OBbI CO
MHOU B OMTBY, a ceiiuac, JUIIEHHBII CBOMX CUJI, Thl KOPUUIIL U3 ce0s ropaena!

B paspymennsiii mpoeM aBepu OBICTPO BOIIEN aHTeNl B OEMOCHEKHOW TYHHWKE U OIMACIHBO
nokocuiicsa Ha Jlrora.

— V¥ MeHs HoBOCTH, Muxauni.



— I'oBopH.

— Ho...

— I'oBopu npu HeM. UTo OH MOXKET?

— AJl 3amep, — aHTell JIETKO MOIIEBEINI KPhUIbIMHU, OyITO OT 03HO0A.

— DTO0 BHOJHE OOBSICHUMO M TpeackazyeMo, — Muxaun nocMoTpen Ha Jlroma ¢
IIPEBOCXOJACTBOM. — JIEMOHBI PBYT JIAKOMBIN KYCOK.

— Her. B Any HoOBas cuia ¢ Mompiko caranbl. B Ay BCe TPUTUXIIM, CIOMJIICHHBIE
HEOOBMalHON MOUIBIO.

— Ut0??? — apxanren noxomel K JIrony v moaHsI MEYOM €ro KpacuByIO rojoBy. — UTo Tam
MPOUCXOIUT?!

— He 3naro, — JIrorg moxai mieyamu. — MHe caMOMy HHTEPECHO.

* % * 4 cunena Ha koHe JIromudepa, B okpyxeHun Acmozesi, Acrapora u budponca. Jloxau e
AJly 3aKOHYMJIMCh, ¥ TOPU30HT CHOBA IMbLIAJ, OTOpackIBasi KpacHble OJIMKH B TeMHOE He0o. [lepeno
MHOHM 3amepiia B OXHUIAHUM OTPOMHAsl TOJIA, 3BEHANAs] OPYXKHUEM UM TNpolaxiias KOXeu Hu
JIOIIAJIMHBIM ITOTOM.

— Ciymante MeHst! — MOW roj0C HUKOIZA HE 3By4aJl HACTOJBKO YBEPEHHO M CUJIBbHO. — B
OTCYTCTBUH BaIllero rocrnofanHa, Agom Oyay paBuTh si! Ho s Bce caemaro yist Toro, 4To0bl HAUTH U
BEPHYTh Ha TPOH Hallero Meccupa! Bece, KTo mOnbITaeTcsl yCTPOUTh 3arOBOP, MHTPUTH WU PACIIPH,
OymyT Ka3HEeHbI 0€3 MPOMEIJICHUS U JKAJIOCTH, BHE 3aBUCUMOCTHU OT PaHTa U MOJIOKeHU s !

Sl nmonmHsma pyKy, ¥ I€EMOHaA C KOCOM WIBBIpHYIHU B IpoBail Beunbix Myk. Ero 3aruxaroumu
KPHK €ILIE JOJITO 3BEHEN B BO3yXE, PACTBOPSISCH B CTPAILIHOMN ABIPE.

— IIpeKIOHUTh KOJEHU MEpPE TOCHOXKOM! — KpUKHYIT ACMOAEH, U IEMOHBI BCTAIN HA OAHO
KOJIEHO. — Ternepsb Ballia )KU3Hb TPUHAJICKUT €il!

Tpoe 1eMOHOB OLEIOBAIM MOM TJ1a3a, U s MpoJeana TO XKe.

— IIpuBercTByto, cectpa. Mos XKU3Hb — TBOSI XKHU3Hb, — NPOU3HEC KAXKJbIM U3 HUX, U B
TeMHOe He0O AJla BO3HECIUCH MPUBETCTBEHHBIE KPUKH JIEMOHOB.

S pasBepHyna Jomajb U HampaBuiia ee K mbuiaroiieMy ropu3onty. Kposs Jlromnudepa 3Bana
MEHS.

— OT0 omacHOe MecTo. Thl JOKHA 3TO 3HATh, — CKa3aJl ACMOJAEH, yCIIOKaumBasi CBOETO
KOHs. — [locMOTpH, 3TO CTpaku rPaHUIl 1 OHU HAYHYT IIBBIPSATH B HAC MOJIHUSMU, KaK TOJIBKO MBI
ornpooyeM mnepeceyb YepTy.

S yxe yBuaena napsumx B BO3ayxe aHresoB. OHU COSIMHWIINCH B OHY YEpTY IIPU BUJIE HAC, U
OBLIO SICHO, YTO HAM HE POUTH MUMO HUX.

— 3areBarb OMTBY — Oecmone3noe aeno. [Iponbercss MHOTO KpoBH, HO 0e3 Jlrona HaMm He
nobeauts. Ha ux cropone bor. — ActapoTt mocMotpen Ha MeHs. — HyxeH muiaH.

— MHe HyxHO criactu JIrora, — yrnepTo ckazajia 1. — OTO MOM €IMHCTBEHHBIN IJIaH.

* %% — Muxamwi! — B KpeNnocTH 3aJpOXkajld CTEHbl OT MOIIHOTO TOJ0Ca, JIBIOLIETOCS C
He0a. — AX Thbl, TJIyNbIA 1IeHOK!!!
— O...0... — Jlron noexuiica ¥ manblieM yOpaa Med apxaHrenaa oT cBoero juna. — Ilo-

MOEMY KTO-TO CE€HlUac MOJy4UT MO aHTEIbCKOM 1Iee. ..
— lN'ocmogn! — Mwuxaus CKJIOHWI TOJI0BY, 3710 3bIPKHYB Ha Jlromna.
— UYto, Tocrmomu?!!!! Ilouemy cBsroit Iletp He B cumimax caepxarb Bpara Pas ot
IPEIHUKOB?! — TOJIOC TpEMEN BCE CHIIbHEE. — 3a4€M ThI IEPKHUIIIb 3/IECH 3TOTO XUTPOro Jinca?!
— S xoten kak nyuie, ['ocmoau!
— Tw1 coznman eme oxuo uynosuiie! Teneps B Axy ux Oynet npoe!!!!



— MoxHoO... — Havan, 0but0, Muxani, HO ToJIOC IpepBal ero.

— S we mno3Bomo yobuBare Jlroumdepa!!! Oto moe nputsa!!! I[lakocTHbIA, 3700HBIN,
3aBUCTJIMBBIM M MCTUTEJBHBIN rajaeHsbil, Ho oH Moe JIUTA!!! Heyxenu Thl gymaenis, 4TO OQHUM
yAapOM Me€4a, Thl YHHYTOXKHIIb TO, BO 4YTO sl BKJIAJbIBaJ AYIIy, TBOPS €ro, Kak BEJIWYANIIYIO
JParoeHHOCTh?!

— TI'ocniogu. .. 4...

— Ceituac xe ornyctunib Jlrouudepa! On Tebe He Mo cuiiaMm, 1axke B TaKOM cOCTOSTHUM! Thl
mocMoTpu Ha Hero... Jlrouudep... Illenok noransrii!!! Jlromudep?

VYron ObLT TYCT.

* % % 4] He xoTena mokuaarh rpaHunly Aga, kposb Jlromudepa B3biBalia KO MHE BCE€ CHIIBHEE.
['opsiunie BeTpa CKpydHMBadM Ha IECKE BOPOHKM W CBHUCTEIHW MEXIY IEPEBbSIMU, BBICYIIMBAs
JOKJIEBYIO Biary. Mol mjai TpeneTal moJ 3TUMHU HOPbIBAMH, & TPOE IEMOHOB MOJIYAJIMBO CTOSUIH
PSZIOM, TOTOBBIE TIOJIAIEPKATh JTI000€ MOE pellieHHE.

Bapyr Bmaneke mosnocHyna MonHus. ChiibHas, MOIIHAs, OHA SPKOM MOJIOCOM BOH3MJIACH B
3EMIIIO.

— Yrt0 310777

— He 3Har0, — oTBeTmI1 n3ymieHHb ActapoT. — Ho cTpaxku ToXe yIAuBIICHBI. ..

JIeiCTBUTENBHO, CTPaXH UCIIYTAHHO PA3JIETEIUCh B CTOPOHBI, U TYT K€ €IIe OAWH pa3psi C
TPECKOM B3METHYII MECOK.

— He Moxer ObITh... — mpoientan budpoHc, NpunoXxuB 1agoHb KO JOy U BIVISABIBAsCH
BJIAJTh.

Ho s Toxe yxe ciblmana 3TOT TPOMOBOM T0JI0C, 3BYUaBIIMIA BCE OJIMKE.

— A Hy-Ka ctoi, ragensiu!!! Croit, s Tebe ckazain!!!

[To xpacHoBaroil 3emiie Oexan JIoI, a BO3JIE HETO B3PHIBAIUCH MOJHHUHU, OT KOTOPBIX OH
MIPOBOPHO YBOPAUHMBAJICS.

— AX TbI, MeIKUN ApbIy!!

— Sl — TBOs BenMyailmas AparoleHHOCTh! — KPUKHYI B HE0O0 JI101l U BBHICOKO MOMMPBHITHYI
oT royooBaToro paspsiaa. — Oit!!!

— Croit, yeproBa 3aaHunal!!

— KpoBs mnanenna, Jlrouudep Hukorga He craHeT IpyruM! — 3acmesyicas Acmonen, u
JIEMOHBI CXBATUJIN APYT Japyra 3a rieun. — Jlron! beictpee!!!!
— 1 ne mory! Moii 3a]1 1os0H 00kbUX MOJHUI!!!! — kpukHyn JIro1l 1 CHOBA MOANPBITHYIL. —

Y-yx!!!

— S Tebe ycTporo!!! Tel Oynems MbITh siiinia cBatromy Ietpy!!! Croit Jlronmdep!!! Cro-o-oi!!!!

— IIpoctu, I'ocnoau!!! — JItou noANpsIrHYA ¥ TOMaxajl MHE PYKOM.

S nnakana u cMmesiach. Y MeHs ObUT COOCTBEHHBIN JIbSBOJ.

— Komnbe Muxanna! XXennmna, 4to ¢ T0001??? — IbSBOJ XOAWUJ BOKPYr MEHS, CJIIOXKHUB 3a
CIIMHOM PYKH, U 3arJisJIbIBajl MHE B Ijiasa.

Ero 3akom4eHHOE JMII0O M TOpYAIME B Pa3sHbIE CTOPOHBI BOJIOCHI JIEJIaJId €T0 IMOX0XKUM Ha
yepTa U3 cKazok. JIuib royoble 11a3a SspKuM MATHOM BBIICIISUTUCH HA 3TOM (DOHE.

— OHa BbIlIMJIA TBOIO KPOBb, OCTAHOBHMJIA BOCCTaHHME M KaszHWiIa HuOupyca, — oOBSICHUN
AcTtaport, u JI1o11 BCILUIECHYN pyKaMH.

— Sl nopaxxeH ¥ BOCXUILIEH, MOSI TOCTIOXa!

— BrI Xx0por1io cedst 9yBcTBYeTe? — CIPOCHIIA I, HE B CUJIaX CAECPKATh YJBIOKY.

— IlpexkpacHo! — OH B3s1 MEHsI MOJ PyKY U MOBEJ K JIOIMAIU, C KOTOPOU sl CIIPhITHYNIA, KaK



TOJIBKO YBHUJENA €ro, OErymero no npurpanndsio. — He roBopu MmHe "Bbl" B KOHIIE KOHIIOB! Y Hac
YK€ COBCEM JIPYrU€ OTHOLLICHUS. ..
OH noacaanit MEHS Ha KOHSI M 3alPBITHYJ B CEJJIO.

— Jlro1l... TBOM WHITaHBI HEMHOIO... KXM... — CO CME€XOM 3akauuisicss budpoHc u absiBon
YIUBIEHHO MOCMOTpPEN Ha3al.
— O-o!!! — oH nmocMoTpen B HeOO U MPUTPO3UIT KYITaKOM. — Thl BHICTaBUJI HA 0003pEHUE

MoU Meccupckuu 3aa!!!

Mousnnus ynapuiia Ha pyOeke TpaHUIl U JIONIA b M0J1ajach Ha3a 1, MOTPSIXUBAs TOJIOBOM,

— S Te0s 3acTaBII0 HOCUTH HaBO3 IO palickue Kym!!!

— Tonbko mocine Toro, Kak s 3akoH4y ¢ sinamu [letpa! — Jlronudep HampaBui jomanb K
3aMKy Y, IPH)KUMAsICh KO MHE, IIENHYII: — A TbI, TOCIIOXKa, HE 3aiIMEIIbCI MOUMU STTaMu?

— Yt0??7?

— Mouay. MHe Ka)KeTcsl, MJIU Thl TOJIBKO YTO MOAyMasa O TOM, Kak COPOCUTh MEHS B IIPOBal
Beunbix Myk?

* * % Jlronudep HaOmoman 3a Tamapoll U MambIIKOW, KOTOpBIE OACBAIM KYKIy, CHJAS Ha
koBpe. OHU ObUTM HEMMOBEPHO MOX0XKH, XOTh JIEBOYKA U ObLIA 30JI0TOBOJIOCOM.

— Komy-T0 nopa cnarb, — B KOMHaTy Bouwia Haama, u neBouka 3aynsidanack. — Meccup, 4
3a0epy MaJIbIIIKY?

— llomovimn ko MHe. — JIrOIl mO3Bajl IEBOYKY, U OHA mnoronaina K Hemy. — llonenyeun
CBOETO Manoyky?

Ona 00BuJIa €ro IIEI0 pydKaMH U TIPHKAIACh IIEYKOM K €ro IIeKe.

— JIroOuc mens?

— JIro6umro.

— A mamy?

— JIro0mro.

— A 6a0y?

— A Jlsumo?

— besymHo.

Manbiika YMOKHYJIa €r0, M1 OH Ha CEKYH/IY 3aJIepKall €€ B OOBATUSIX.

— XOpOoLMX CHOB, CJIaJIKasl.

Haama yBena neBouky, a JIrorudep nogomen k Tamape.

— A Tb1, TIFOOHIIE MeHS?

— OueHb... — oHa OOHsJIa ero 3a TaJIWio0 W TpoienTana: — HasepHoe, eme ¢ Tex AHEH,
Korja ObuUla IBETKOM B TBOEM Cajy.

— S toxe nmo6mro Teds eme ¢ Tex gHel. Hukomy Te6s He oTnam. Hukorma. B Hammx BeHax
OJIHa KPOBb, MOsI TOCIIOXKA. ..

— DTO TBI TOCIIOJINH. .. XO35IUH A/a... MO JObABOJI...

— S nonapro Tedbe A... BCE, UTO XOUEIllb, JTFOOOBb MOSI. ..

SIJIOr

Ypdyp nexan Bo3je pa3pylmieHHON EPKBH, MPUIABICHHBIN TSKEIBIMH KAMHSIMU, U CMOTpPE
Ha cuHee Hebo. Ha 3emiie emy He ObUTO MecTa, B Ay TeMm Oosiee... OH ¢ TPYIOM OTKUHYIT KaMHU U
U3 MOCIIETHUX CUJI IEPEMECTHUIICA B MpUTrpaHnube. OH 1ake HE MOYYBCTBOBAJN, KAK OCTPbIN KIMHOK
CTpakHUKa-aHrena orpesan emy rojioBy. Hascerna. Jlroundep 3adpan cBoi gap.
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