


Annotation

["OHMMBIi1 OTOBCIO/Y BEIMKAH XOUET CTATh YEJIOBEKOM, UTOOBI HAKOHEI] Ha4aTh KUTh BMECTE C
apyruMu JroapMu. OmHaXABI OH BCTpPEYaeT 3JIyl0 Ha BECh MHUpP JEBYIIKY, KOTOpas Iaxe BO
B3POCJIOM BO3pACTe BHINISIIUT Kak peOeHoK. OHa yOex/1aeT ero, 4To 3HaeT cnocod, Kak cleaTh U3
BEJIMKaHa YEJIOBeKa, M OH €Ml BepuT. Tak HAYMHAETCS MPHUKIIOYEHHUE OOJIBIIOTO0 U CTPAIIHOTO

BEJINKAaHA U MaJICHbKON Muwu.




Beaukan




I 1aBa nepBasi: boJbIOW M CTPAIIHBIA BEeJIUKAH

[Tocpenu 3eieHON JTECHOM MOJISTHBI, OKPYKEHHON BBICOKUMU JIEPEBbSIMU, CHAEN BelnKkaH. OH
ObUT OTPOMEH — OKOJIO JIEBSITH METPOB POCTOM, HOCHUJI PBaHbIE TPSMKHU Ha OellpaXx BMECTO OHEKIbI
U, TP BCEM CBOEM YyCTpallalolieM BHIE, 00Jiaia]l MOpPa3sUTENbHO TMEeYaJIbHBIMHU IJIa3aMH.
Pacrionoxuiicst oH Ha TOBAJIEHHOM JIEPEBE, CKPIOYMBIIKCH U YJII0KUB rOJI0BY Ha JagoHu. MHorma Ha
HETO CaJUJIMCh MTHUIBI, 3aJe3aIi OCJIKHU, OJHAKO OH BCETO ATOr0, KaXXeTCsl, COBCEM HE 3aMedall U
ObLT a0COTIOTHO HEMOJBMKEH. MOIJIO CO3/IaThCsl BIIEUATIEHUE, YTO OH CIIUT, HO Ha CaMOM Jielie
pa3yM €ro HaxOAWJICS INIe-TO MEXKIY CHOM M SIBbIO, M M3PEJIKa B HEM BCE K€ BCIBIXMBAja TYCKJIAs
MBICJIb O YEM-TO OTBJICYEHHOM, KOTOpas, BIPOUYEM, OBICTPO paccernBaiach.

Bapyr y kpast monsiHbl pa3faics mopox, a 3a HUM — HCIyraHHbIN B370X. To ObUla cpemHux
JIET EHIIMHA B IJIaTKE M C KOP3UHOW B pyKax; OHA HE TaK JaBHO OTIPABHIIACH B JIEC 3a TpudaMu U
3allia HECKOJIBKO JIajiblle, 4eM 00brYHO. OKa3aBIMCh Ha MOJISIHE, OHA YCIesa c/enarh napy Iaros,
MpeXJe 4YeM 3aMeTuia BelidKaHa. TyT >K€ OHa KHUHYJIach 3a OJuKaillee JepeBo, OIacasch
MOMacThCa €My Ha miasa. «Heyxenu g JelCTBUTENbHO BUEIA TO, UTO BUAENA?» — CIPOCHUIIA OHA
cama ce0s. OTIBIIIABIIMCH, OHA BHIISIHY/IA Ha TMOJISIHY, HAMEPEBasICh YOEIUThCS, YTO BEJIMKaH e
HEe nouyauica. ToT Bce CHAEN Ha MPEXKHEM MECTE M HE IIeBeIWICA. be3 JanpHEHNIIMX 3aMUHOK
KEHIIMHA CIEUIHBIM IIarOM, KOTOPBIA MHOTIa MEHSICS Ha OEr, MOKUHYJIA JIEC.

3Baniu ee Hopa, u xuiia oHa y caMoOil ONYyIIKH BMECTe€ ¢ Myxkem [peropom. BepHyBumcek
JOMOI, OHa XOTejla paccka3aTh MY)KY, KOro MOBCTpedasia B JIeCy, HO, TO JIU OTTOTrO, YTO OOsIach
MOJYYUTh B OTBET HEIOBEPUE U HACMENIKH, TO JIU OTTOTO, YTO CaMa COMHEBAIACh B 3[PABUU CBOETO
paccynka, TaKk HU4Ero U He cKasaja.

[lpuuuH a9 €ee COMHEHUM OBbUIO JOCTAaTOYHO: JJI UX KPAaeB, KOTOPHIE HAXOAWIMCh Ha IOTE
rpomagHoro CesepHoro KoposeBcTBa, BeMKaH 4eM-TO OOBIYHBIM HE SIBIsICA. Ecii rOBOPUTE
TOYHEE, OH ObLI YEM-TO COBEPIICHHO (PAHTACTUUYECKHM, U MOBEPUTH B €r0 CYIIECTBOBAHUE OBLIO
KpailHEe CJIOKHO, JIa’K€ €CJIM BCTPETHUJI €ro JUIOM K july. Tak, yepe3 HEeCKOJbKO 4acoB IMOCIE
HeOXuJaHHOW BcTpeun Hopa yOemuna ceOsi, 4TO BEIMKAaH €Ml BCe-TaKW TMOMEPEIIICS, W 3TO
COJIHEUHBIN CBET TaK ymaja Ha OOJBINON KaMeHb, YTO CTaj MOXOIWTh Ha BEJIUKAHBIO QUTYpY; eIle
yepe3 mapy 4acoB OHa Iepeaymalia U pellria, YyTo €llle HEe TaK cTapa, 4ToObl MyTaTh KaMEeHb C
BEJINKAHOM, U OH BCE-Taku peajeH. Torma oHa CHUIIBHO 3a0€CIOKOMJIACh: YTO, €CJIM OH PEIMT
HanacTh Ha JIEPEBHIO, PSIIOM C KOTOPOM OHa kuina? «B takoM ciydae Ham ¢ ['peropom oM Ha €ro
IYTH OKAXKETCS CaMbIM MEPBbIM...» — pa3MblIUIsia oHa. Houblo OHAa Tak U HE CMOINIa COMKHYTh
1a3 U BCE€ BOOOpa)kayia, YTO CIBIILMT TONOT U TPOMKHI PEB, a MHOINA €l JaKe Ka3aloCh, YTO
KpBbIIIIA BOT-BOT CJIIETUT CO CTEH, a 32 00JIOMKaMU MOKAXKETCS yKACHOE JUIIO BeaukaHa. Huuero us
ATOTO HE MPOU3O0ILIO0 HU HOYBIO, HU yTpoMm, HO Hopa Bce mpomomxana cedst u3Boauth. CTOUIIO
B30WTH COJIHILY, OHA pEIMJIa OTIPABUTHCS HA Ty CAMYIO MOJSHY, YTOObI OKOHYATEIHHO MOHSTH,
CollTa OHa ¢ yMa WK HeT. YToOkl MyX HE MOoayMal HUYEro JUIIHET0, OHa B3sijia ¢ COO0M KOP3UHY,
OyATO CHOBA OTIPABUJIACK T10 TPUOBI, U BHIIILIA U3 JIOMA.

Bce-taku ee onaceHus okazaauch 000CHOBAaHHBIMH — POBHO Ha TOM K€ IMOBAJICHHOM JIEpPEBE
cuzeln ToT ke Benukad. [lopaxxennas Hopa misiaena Ha HEro u3-3a IepeBbEB U KYCTOB, TOCTEIIEHHO
nofoupasich OJMke, YTOOBI MOJTyUIlIe €T0 Pa3msAeTh. Tak OHAa METAJIaCh BOKPYT MOJISIHBI C AECATOK
MHHYT, a BEJIMKAH 3a 3TO BPEMSI JIa’Ke€ HE MICTOXHYJIICS.

«OH, BHAHO, MEPTB, — MPEANOJIOKUIA OHA. — WK K€ 3TO BEJIMKAHUN COH TaK JOJIOT U
HEMpoOyAeH?»



JIt000NBITCTBO pa3bIrpajoch B HEMl elle cuibHee mnpexHero, u Hopa penmna BbeIMTH Ha
nosisiHy. CTynasi o4ueHb aKKypaTHO, OHa OTOIIUIAa OT AEpEeBa U HampaBuilach K Benukany. [Ipeogones
IIOYTH ITOJIOBUHY ITyTH, OHA BIPYT 3aCThUIA, & CEPALIE €€ CKOBAJ XOJOAHBIM yXKAC: BEJIIMKAH VIS
npsiMo Ha Hee. B ero B3misige He ObUIO HU SAPOCTH, HU TPEBOTH, TOJBKO OECKOHEUYHAsl TOCKa, HO
Hopy on Bce paBHO mpuBen B TpeneT. OHa TyT k€ BBIPOHMIJIA KOP3UHY U, MPOAOJDKAas MIAIETh HA
BEJINKaHA BBITYYEHHBIMU OT CTpaxa Ila3amu, NOMSITUIIACH Ha3al. OKa3aBIIMCh Y J€PEBHEB, OHA TYT
Ke CIpsTalach, cAeialla HECKOJIbKO IIIYOOKHX BJIOXOB, M yXKac OTIYCTHII €€ CepAle, KOTOpOe,
MOYYBCTBOBAB CBOOO/1y, CTAJI0 CTY4YaTh B IPY/b B HECKOJIBKO pa3 CUJILHEE.

CaoBa 3amnbixaBiiasics Hopa mpubOekana 1oMoi ¥ Ha 3TOT pa3 pacckaszaja MyXy, 9TO — a
BEpHEE KOI0 — OHA BUJIEJIA B JIECy. TOT, KaK OHA U 0XKUJAJIA, JIMIIb OTMAaXHYJICS:

— Jloporasi, Tebe KaxkIplii MOHEACIbHUK Ka)KeTcsi BTOpHHKOM. [loueMy 3To nepeBo wiu
KaMEHb HE MOTJIM MOKa3aThCs TeOe BEJIMKAHOM ?

— 4 Toxe Tak mymaia, HO... 9To npaaa on! Benukan! OH cMoTpen npsiMo Ha MeHs, [perop.
cMmotpen!

['perop pazapake€HHBIM KECTOM JIaJl MOHATh, UTO HE XOUYET, YTOOBI )K€HA U JIajiblle JocTaBaja
€ro CBOMMU BBIIyMKaMH, Ha YEM PAa3roBOP U 3aKOHYMJICS.

Bcro cnenyromryto Hous Hopa nymana, 4yTo momgenom OyIeT MyXy, KOrJa BEJIMKAaH HamajeT U
pa3gaBuUT uX BMecTe ¢ JoMoM. «Heuero aenarb u3 meHs aypy! S moka eme MOry MOHSTh, 4TO
BHUJENIa, a Yero He Buuaena. Bor m ['perop, xorma yBUIWUT BelWKaHa... [lomoxam, a 4ro, eciu
BEJIMKaH BCE JKE€ HE CTAHET Hamajarh?! — 3aJyManach oHa BAPYL. — OH Bellb CMOTpPEN Ha MEHS, HO
Ja)K€ HE MOIlEeBeIWICcA. BUauMo, 3TO OYEHb JICHWBBINM BEJIIMKAH... WJIM € OH COBCEM HE XOTEIN
MPUYUHUTH MHE 371a7 Bpyr oH u He coOupaeTcs HanajaaTh?»

Y1pom Hopa B3siia yxe HOBYIO KOp3UWHKY (CTapasi ocTajiach JeXaTh B TPaBe Ha MOJSHE) U B
TpeTUil pa3 OTNpaBUiIach K BenukaHy. Kak u mpexae, OH HaXonWJICs Ha CBOEM OOBIMHOM MECTE.
IIpuns Ha nonsHy, Hopa penmrenbHO B3AOXHYNA U 3amaraia Brueped. OHa yBuena, Kak BEJIMKAH
pacKpbUl Ivla3a, W €ro B3IUIAJ, HECIEMHO NPOIUIBIB MO IIOJSHE, OCTAaHOBWICA Ha Heul. B 310
MTHOBEHME HOrd HOpBI NOAKOCHIMCH, M OHA OCTYHWJIACh, HO BCE-TAKU CMOIVIA YHEpKarb
paBHOBecue. [[o0i1as K BENMKaHy Ha PACCTOSHUE METPOB B IECSATh, OHA OCTAHOBUJIACH.

— J1oOpblif 1eHb, — TPOMKHUM M JPOKAIIMM TOJIOCOM To3a0poBajiack Hopa, misiast BBEpX,
MPSIMO B JIMIIO BEJIUKAHY.

Tor MeMJIEHHO MNPUIIOAHSI TOJIOBY, MOBEPHYI €€ CHadajia HalleBO, IMOTOM HAMNpaBO U C
VAUBJIEHUEM OCO3HAJI, YTO OOpAIAIOTCSA K HEMY. 3aT€M OH BBIIPSMUII CIIUHY, PACTIPABUII ILJIEUd —
MpYU 3TOM BCE NTHIIBI, YTO CUJEIU Ha IJI€4aX U Ha rOJIOBE, B3MbUIM B HEOO U C HEJOBOJbHBIMU
KPUKaMU YJIETEIIM — U CHOBA YCTABUJICS HA HE3HAKOMKY.

— ThI 3TO MHE? — CIIPOCUJI BETMKAH 3BY4YHO U HU3KO.

— Bam, — noareepaniia Hopa. Ha ritacHOM 3ByKe €€ royioc copBajicsi, U OHa POKAILISUIACK.

— Thl MeHs He OOUIIbCSI? — 03aJJaYEHHO MOMHTEPECOBAJICS BEJIMKAH.

— BOIOCh... — YECTHO NMPU3HAIACH OHA.

PazouapoBaHHBII €€ OTBETOM BEJIMKAH WIYMHO BBIJIOXHYJ, OTYEr0 TpaBa IOJ HHUM
3arperneTana, a CeJple JINECTKH CTapbIX OlyBAHYMKOB, KOMX Ha TMOJSHE ObLIO MHOXKECTBO,
COpPBAJIMCH CO CTEOJIEH U 3aMOJIOHUIN BO3IYX.

— Ho s obemaro mepectarb OOSTHCS, €CIIU Bbl YECTHO CKAXKETE... — IMOCTIEHIHO MPOJOJDKHIIA
Hopa. — BbI Besib He KellaeTe MHE Bpeaa?
— 3adeM MHE 3TO0? — CIPOCHJ BEJIIMKaH, IOKa4aB rojoBoi. — MHe 3To He Hajno. Jlromsam

KakeTcs, uro Hajgo. OHM Bce MeHd Oosrcs. Thl Buepa Oosnachk Toxe. YOexana, — TPUIOMHUII



oH. — [louemy BepHynach?

['oBOpHMIT OH MEITIEHHO U C KAKOW-TO JOCAJI0M B rOJIOCE.

— Sl momymaiia, 94TO BBl HE OIACHBI, BOT U BepHYyIachk. [loxoxe, s He ommobIack... A mouemy
BBl CHUJIUTE 3JIECh TAK JOJTO M HHUKYJa HE yxomutTe? BOT yxe TpeTuil neHb NOIpsy s 3acCTar0 Bac
3/1€Ch, & BbI BCE CHUJIUTE. ..

— Ecny MHOTO X0y, BOKPYT CIIBIIHO. [IpOroHsAIOT. A elle, €Cii MEHbIIE ABUTAaI0Ch, MEHBIIE
€CTh XOYETCS. A ThI UTO 3/I€Ch JAEIACIIb?

— S npocto cobupana rpudbl B JIECY U...

— A-a... — TOCKJIMBO MIPOTSAHY BenukaH. — [lomo muo# rpudsi? He Bugen...

OH TomHSJICA W OTCTYNHJI OT JepeBa Ha miar, gaBas Hope BO3MOXXHOCTH COOpaTh TPHOBL
OnHako, KOTJia OH MOJHUMAJ HOTH, OT 3€MJIM OTOPBAIUCH KYCKH, TaK UTO JIaXK€ €CJIM Obl MO HUM
YTO-TO POCIIO, OT ITOTO YK€ HUUETo Obl HE OCTANIOCH.

— Her-nHer, uTO BbI, HE UCKaja 1 HUKaKuX rpuboB! — 3aBepusia Hopa. — S mpocTo xorena
IOTOBOPUTH. .. BbI caguTech, cCaauTeCh.

— O-0, — yauBWIICS BEJIUKAH U MOCIEIIMI CECTh 00paTHO. — Xopoiio. /[aBaii TOBOpUTE.

Hopa nocrana w3 cBO€M KOP3MHKH NOKPBIBAJIO, MOCTENMJAa €ro Ha TpaBy, yCEIachb M
MOINPOCUJIa BEJIMKAaHA paccKaszarh, Kak OH Iomajl B MX Jiec. BennkaH okaszaicsi CIIOBOOXOTJIUBBIM,
XOTsl TOBOPUJI MEJICHHO W cJoBa momoupan ¢ TpyaoM. Muorga Hopa BcTpeBana B ero pacckas u
noJicKa3biBajia HyXHble GopMynTupoBkH. Kak cka3an BequkaH, MIPUIIET OH B UX JIEC HE TaK JaBHO, a
10 atoro Obul B Apyrux 3emisix CesepHoro Koponesctsa. Kaxkaplil pa3, Korjga ero HaXonusu JIOIu,
OHU CHauajia Myrajiiuch, a MIOTOM COOMPATUCh B OOJIbIIIME TPYMIIBI U THAJIM €70 BWJIaMU U (hakeiamMu
(caM OH Ha3BaJ UX OCTPHIMU U TOPAYMMHU MNajdkamMu). HecMOTps Ha BCe MOMBITKA U30aBUTHCS OT
HEro, YOUTh €r0 HUKAK HE MOJIy4aJloCh — HUKAKOE OPYKHE HE CMOIIO €ro paHuTh. CaMm OH He
XOTEJ HA C KEM BPaXJ10BaTh, IO3TOMY YaCTO MepeOupaicsi B HOBBIE MECTE.

— Tak n npumen croaa. J{o atoro xun B ropax. Ho Tam mimoxo — ezp1 HET.

— A 4eM ThI nuTaelbcsa? — MnounHTepecoBaiack Hopa.

— Yem npunercs. CpoiBato ¢ aepeBbeB. JINO0 U3-moja HUX.

— I1nozbp1 1 KOpeHbsI? — YyTOUHUIIA OHA.

OH nmoBen 1ieyaMu — caM HE 3Hall.

— Em g MHOro, HO peako. Xopomo MOoeM, U MOTy MOTOM JOJITO HUYEro HE €CTh, €CIIH
JIBUTAIOCh MaJio. BOT 1 cuxy, kKak KaMmeHb. Pacckakul Tenepb U Thl YTO-HUOYIb, — MOMPOCHUII OH.

— Xoporo. Uto ObI TeOe pacckaszarh Takoe... Oif, s TOJBKO ceiuac MOHsJIa, YTO MbI 3a0bLTH
MPEACTABUTHCS APYr Apyry!

— Yto cnenath? — HE MOHSJI BEJIMKaH.

— IIpencraBurecs. Tak y ntoner NpUHATO — KOTAA 3HAKOMUIILCS, HY?>KHO Ha3BaTb CBOE UMSL.
Mens Bot 30ByT Hopa. Beero nBa ciora: Ho-pa.

— Hopa, — noBTopui1 Benukas.

— TouHo! A Te06s kak 30ByT?

Bennkan npoMoyan — UMEHU Y HETO HE ObLIO0.

— IlonsitHO... — mpousHecna Hopa. — WmMsi — 3To Tak, He miaBHOe. [naBHOE, OBITH
YeJI0BeKOM XopommM. JlagHo, gaBai s 0 4eM-HUOYIb PACCKaXKY.

Ocob6enno 6onTnrBoit Hopa He Oblia, HO 3a COPOK MSATh JIET )KU3HU y Hee HAKOIMMIOCh HEMAJIO
UCTOpU, KOE-KaKMMU U3 KOTOPBIX OHA U CTajla ACIUThC. Tak, BEMKaH y3Hall, UYTO OHA BbIIUIA
3aMyX YK€ B IlleCTHaJuarTh JeT. Torma oHa elle MIoXo 3Hajla MyXa M 0osulach €ro, HO CKOpO
MOHSJIA, YTO OH HE TAKOHM YK IIJIOXOM, KAaKUM Ka3aJicsl CHavasa.



— Ero ums I'perop. OH cTporuii, yrproMblii, HO Ha camoOM JieJie cepAle y Hero noopoe. U, B
OTJINYME OT MHOTUX JIPYTUX MYXKEH, OH HE IOAHUMAET HA )KEHY PYKY.

Cnyctss HekoTopoe BpeMms mociie cBaabObl, kak Hopa moegana paneiie, oHa u ['perop
BBIACHWJIN, YTO y HUX HE OyZIeT JAeTeil, OTYEr0 OHU IO CHUX ITOP OCTABAJIMCH JIUILD BJBOEM.

— JKanko, — mocouyBcTBOBasn BenMKaH. OH HE COBCEM MOHUMAJI, O YEM OHA TOBOPUT, HO
XOPOLLIO YJIOBHUJI I1€YaTh B €€ I'0JI0Ce.

— Hwyero. S yxe cmupunacb. MHoOrma, KOHEYHO, HENPUATHBIE BOCIIOMUHAHUS CHOBA
BO3BpALL@AIOTCS, U CTAHOBUTCS TSDKENO... B Takre MOMEHTHI g Kak pa3 Uy B JI€C U T'YIAI0 3/€ECh,
coOupato TpuObl U LIBETHI, KaKUe MOMAaIyTCs, a MOTOM MPHUHOIIY TOMOW. MeHs Takue MpOryIKd
ycrokauBaroT. JIt00I1t0 MOXOAUTH 110 JIECY.

— TyT kpacuBo, — 3aMeTu’a BenukaH. — JlepeBbs Oomnbime. JKXUBOTHBIX MHOTO. S mr00IIiC
KUBOTHBIX, HO NTHUIIBI... — Kak Hopa yxe ycnena moHsTh, OH HE MOT JOJITO AEPKAThCS 3a OJHY
MBICJIb U TIEPECKAKHBAJ C OIHOW Ha Apyryto. — [ITHIIBI HAYMHAIOT paHO KpU4YaTh, a S 3aCHINAI0

no3/Ho. XKy riryOokoil HOYHM, a HOUbIO KPAaCUBO. 3/1€Ch — yKa3all OH B HE0O — MOSBIISIOTCS OTHHU.
He xak Te, KOTOpbIE IPUHOCAT JIIOH, a fajekue. U eme ata... Takas Oonpmasi. . .

OH HaxMypuJICs, IBITAsICh BCHOMHUTB CJIOBO.

— Jlyna? — nipeanosnoxuna Hopa.

— A, nyHa, na! — oOpamoBancs oH, 4TO OHa MoHsIa. — HpaBurcs cMoTpeTh Ha Hee. ComHIlE
TOYKE HPABUTCS, HO OHO CMOTPETH HE JIaeT.

Ha Bompoc, kak 0H BOOOIIE MOSBUJICA HA CBET, OH JIMIIb MMOKaJl IJIEYaMHU: OH TIOMHMJI TOJIBKO
JIec, MOJIsl, TOPBI Aa OOMHOYECTBO. OH OKa3ajcs OYEHb MPOCTBIM M KaKUM-TO IpycTHbIM, U1 Hope
npuiescs no ayme. OHa nmoskanuena €ro, X0Tb 1 IOHUMaa, OTYETO JIOAU €r0 NPOTOHSIOT — HHUKTO
B 3J[paBOM YME€ HE€ PHUCKHET 3aBeCTHU JpyxOy C mogoOHbIM TWraHtoM; a cama Hopa, kak oHa
Iolymana, 34paBblii yM OCTaBHJIa JJOMa €1ie B TOT JI€Hb, KOTJA MOIUIA HA IOJSAHY B TPETUU pas.
OHu roBOpuIM 10 caMOM TeMHOTh,, WM Korma Hopa Bepnymace, ['perop misimen Ha Hee ¢
MOIO3PEHUEM — 3a BPEMsI CTOJIb JIOJITOTO OTCYTCTBUS OHA HE HacoOWpasa rpuOOB U Ha MOJOBUHY
KOP3UHBI.

— Ilpocrto HeynauHbli A€HB, BOT U BCE, — MPOOOpPMOTaa OHA B onpaBaaHue. Paccka3piBarh
PO BEJIMKAHA Y HEE KEJIAHUS TaK U HE MOSIBUIIOCH, BENIb € MO-IIPEXKHEMY Ka3aloch, 4To ['perop
HE MOBEPHUT.

Ha npotsbkenun Henenun Hopa kaxaplii JeHb Xofuja Ha MOJSHY, TJe ObUT BEJIMKAaH, U OHU
IPOBOAMJIM BPEMS 3a pa3roBopaMu 000 BCEM, O YEM TOJIBKO IyMayid. BennkaHy Ooiblle BCEro
HPaBWJIOCh CIyIIaTh O TOM, KakK >KUBYT Jtoau. Ero ymmBisio, 4TO OHM MOTYT BCIO KU3Hb
OCTaBaThCs HA OIHOM MECTE U HUKYIa He yxoauTh. Korma ke HacTaBalia ero o4yepeib rOBOPUTh, OH
yalre BCEro pacckasblBaj Mpo T€ MecTa, rae ObiBaji. Hampumep, 0 BRICOKMX BOIOMAaax Ha CEeBEpe
WJIM O CHEX)KHBIX TOpax Ha kore.

A eme Hopa nuzobpena crnoco0, ¢ mOMOIIBI0 KOTOPOTO BEMKAH MOT Y3HaTh, YTO 1O JIECY UJIET
MMEHHO OHA, a HE KTO-TO JIPYroi: BXOJA B JIEC, OHA HAUMHAJIA HAIIEBATh MECHIO.

— OTO OHAa U3 HEMHOTUX NECEH, KOTOPHIE S XOTh HEMHOI'O 3allOMHMJIA 32 CBOM Toabl. Mos
MaMma 4acTo Ieja ee, 4ToObl MeHs yOarokarb. — I oHa 3amena JOBOJIBHO THUXUM, HO 3BOHKHM
rOJIOCOM:

«SIpKue 3Be311bl HAL MOPEM CUSIOT,

MOPE UX JIACKOBBIN CBET OTPAXKAET

S, mopaxeHHas uX KpacoToHu,

CKHHYJa 00yBb, TOTOBIIIOCH B IPUOOH



[IperayTs. 1 neiTe ganeko

[TpssMo 110 3Be311, KaK Obl HU OBLIO TaM TITyOOKOY

E¥#i mpumuio 3To B royioBy, MOTOMY YTO BEJIMKaH, CTOMJIO €My YCIBIIATH 000U IMIOpOX,
MOXOKMH Ha IIyM IIAroB, TYT e rpoMko Bonpomal: «Hopa?» [loka emy Be3110 — TO OKa3bIBaJICs
100 KakoW-HUOYNb 3BEpbh, TU00 neiicTBuTenbHO Hopa, HO BEpOSATHOCTH TOTO, UTO OH BBIAACT ce0s
nepes KeM-TO U3 3a0iIydIMX BIIyOb Jieca I€PEBEHCKHUX >KUTENeH, Oblia CIMIIKOM Benuka. [lecHs
BEJIMKaHy MOHPAaBUJIACh, U OH JAXKE IMEPECTAN Cpa3y OTKJIMKAThCSA, MOTOMY YTO XOTEJN ITONOJIbIIE
rociymars, kKak Hopa noer ee.

HecMmoTpst Ha mpeaoCTOPOKHOCTH, TAMHBIMA MX BCTPEUHM OCTABAIUCH Henonro. Ha ceapmoit
IeHb ['perop, KOTOPBIA BCIO HENEIIO YIUBISUICS TOMY, YTO Hopa CIHIIKOM 4acTO YXOOUT IO TPUOBI
(paHbllle OHA 3TUM 3aHUMANach BCETO pa3 B TPU-YETHIPE JIHS), BHE3AITHO 3aBUII:

— S ceroans, moXxainyii, CX0XKy C TOOOH.

— I'perop, 3aueM Tebe 310? S cnipaBntock U cama, — oTBeuana Hopa.

— Jlesio He B TOM, CIIPaBUIILCS ThI MJIA HET, & B TOM, I YCTaJl CUIETh A0Ma OauH. [IpoBeTprochk
HEMHOTO, MPOTYJISIOCH. . .

— MBI MOXEM TOTYJATh, KOTJA S BEPHYCh.

— Hopa, — mpousnec ['perop, u ero rosoc orpyoen, a JUIo MOMpaqHeno. — S Xo4y MOUTH ¢
TOOOM B Jiec.

Hopa TyT e noHsia NpuyrHy €ro *ejlaHus OTIPAaBUTHCS BMECTE C HEM.

— Heyxenu T fymMmaenip, 4To ...

— Sl Hudero He nymaro, — obopsai ee I'perop. — IIpocTo x04y MOCMOTPETH, A€ Thl TaM
0OBIYHO COOMpAEIb TAKUE BKYCHBIE TPUOBI.

Hopa u cama nmoHuMasna, 4to AOATO BUAETHCA C BEIMKAHOM 0O€3 BeAOMa MYXa HE CMOXET,
IIOPTOMY PEIIMJIACh BCE OTKPBITH €EMY M COINIACHMJIaCh OTBECTH €ro B jec. Korma oHm BemumM 3a
ONYIIKY, [ perop cka3zai:

— Taxk MBI Bce-Taku UeM B JIEC.

— ThI Bce HEMpaBWIbHO MOHUMAJ. S y)Ke mpecTapelnas )KEHIMHA, KyJla MHE JO TOro, O YeM
ThI mogymai, ['perop? Muem, s mokaxy tede, 3aueM Xouia CloJia Kbl IeHb.

— 3HAYUT, X0UJIa Thl BOBCE HE 3a IprubamMu? — mpooypyal OH.

— Her. 4 nHamwia koe-koro... I'perop, He cMOTpH Ha MEHS Tak, 3TO coBceM He To! A yxke
ropopwia tebe o HeM. M, mpomly, Korga Thl ¢ HUM BCTpPETHIIbCS, He myraica. OH coBceM He
ONACHBIN.

['perop, HUYEro He MOHMMaAs, CTaJl BCHOMUHATh, O KOM TaKOM OHa Moryia emy ropoputh. C ee
CJIOB OH MPEJICTABHII, YTO OHA UMEET B BUY KaKOro-HUOYIb 3Beps. «MoxkeT, 3TO MeIBeIb KaKou-
TO WJIM BOJIK, YTOAMBIINM B KankaH? OHa moskajesia ero U TErnepb XOAUT 34 HUM yYXa)KUBaTh...» —
MPEITOI0XKHUI OH. A PO TOT ClIydaid, KOT/a )KE€Ha YIIOMUHAJA BEJIMKAHA, OH J1a)K€ HE BCIIOMHUIL.

Yyre Oosbllle Todydyaca OHM YOIyOiasuiMch B Jjec. I'perop 3amerus, yuto Hopa cuibHO
HEPBHUYAET, U MPOAOJDKHII TAAATh, YTO K€ TAKOE UX KJIET, HO IOMHUMO BOJIKA WJIM MEIBEISI €EMY B
roJIOBY OOJIbIlIE HUYETO HE MPUXOIUIO.

— Ilpunum, — ckaszana Hopa, Kkorga OHM 0Ka3aJIuch OKOJIO JIECHOM IOJISTHBL.

['perop omisigencs u He YBUJEN HHUYETO, MOMHMO PACTONTAHHOW 3€MJIM M HECKOJBKHX
IIOBAJICHHBIX JEPEBBEB. [perop ¢ momo3peHumeM nocMorpesn Ha Hopy, koropas B TOT MOMEHT
BHUMATEIBHO OTJISIbIBAIACH [0 CTOPOHAM.

— Yto Tyr? — HerepnenuBo crnpocun I'perop. Bapyr on oOparun BHUMaHHE Ha TOJICTHIE
JepEeBbs, MOBAICHHBIE CTPAHHBIM O0pPa3oM — OH HE MOT MPUIIOMHUTbH, YTOOBI 3a MOCJIEAHUE



HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB CIIyJaJiCsl HACTOJBKO CHIIBHBIN BETEpP, KOTOPHI MOT Obl MX CBalUTh. OH eIe
pa3 B3IJIAHYJ Ha 3€MJIIO HA TOJIIHE, U €MY M0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO HAa HEW BUJIHEIOTCSI OTPOMHBIE cliedbl. B
ATOT MHUT PA3JAIUCH KPUKHU MTHUILI, TTOCHIBIIAICSI TONOT, U U3-32 JIEPEBBEB B IPYTOM KOHIIE TTOJISIHBI
MOKa3ajcs BEIUKaH. [ perop, Bxas roJIOBY B IIJICUH, KPEMKO yYXBaTUIICA 3a 11e4o Hopsl.

— Y-4-4T0 3TO? — MPOU3HEC OH JIPOKALIMM TOJIOCOM.

— He 6oiics, I'perop, He Oolicsi, — momnbITaNach YCIIOKOUTH €T0 JK€HA, B3sB €T0 3a JIaJJ0Hb. —
OH coBceM He 3JI01.

Benukan nojoien 0nauke v moznoposaicst ¢ Hopoii, mocie dero ykasan najiasiiem Ha ['peropa.

— K10 3T0 ¢ TOOOM?

— 910 Mot myx — ['perop. S MHOTO TEbe PO HETO paccKa3biBaa.

— Sl moMHIO, — KHBHYI OH M TpHUCENT Ha KOPTOYKH, YTOOBI JIydllle pasmisIeTh HOBOTO
3HaKoMoro. — ['pe-rop?
— UYro 31-TO Takoe?.. — npomentan ['perop, misiAs Ha BenuKaHa, HO oOpaiasich kK Hope. —

Koro TbI croga npusena?

[lepBoii ero MbICIBIO OBUIO, YTO JKEHA MpUBEIA €ro Ha ChEJACHUE ATOMY TUraHTy. byaro
JUIIMBIIMCH PACCyKa OT y»Kaca, OH 3aCThUT U COBCEM IMEPECTAl CIBIIATh, YTO €My roBopst, a Hope
HE yIaBaJioCh MPUBECTH €r0 B YYBCTBA JIO TE€X MOp, MMOKAa OHA HE MOMPOCHUJIA BEJMKaHa OTOUTH
Ha3aJl Ha JIECSITOK METPOB.

— Buaunim?! — yxke kpudasia oHa, 4ToObl MyX BHsUI ee ciioBaM. — OH He onacHbIi! OH TeOs
HE MOKaJeuuT, He cbecT, ['perop! OH xopoumii!

— OH orpomusiii!.. — BockaukHyl [ perop. — Kak on Takoit?!

Kazanock Obl, 32 3TUM BOIIPOCOM JOJKHO OBLIO MOCJEA0BAaTh YTOUHEHUE, OTHAKO OH HUYETO
He 0OaBHIL.

— He 3Har... — ckazana Hopa. — OH npocTto... Takoi. Ho 3T0 HE 3HAYUT, YTO €ro HyXHQ
0osThca. [ HAC, )KEHIMH, MHOTHE U3 MYKUHUH TOXKE BEJIMKAaHBI, HO MbI K€ HAy4YUJIUCh BAC HE
00sThCA... BOT 1 TBI HE 00¥ics €T0, JOPOTOM.

— Ho oH ke... OH... OH orpoMeH!

Hopa ycriokauBana €ro eiie MUHYT JECATh, a BEIMKAaH BCE CTOSUI B CTOPOHE U INISAEN HA HHX.
YyBcTBOBaN OH ceOs Heyn00HO. Bo B3misine ['peropa oH y3HaAN JECSITOK APYTUX JIFOACH, KOTOPHIC
yOerajii OT HEero B CTpaxe, a MOTOM THAJIM CO CBOMX 3eMelb. Takoil e B3 Obu1 1y Hophl B ux
IIEPBYI0 BCTPEUy, OJHAKO CelYac OHa Y)Ke IepecTalia ero OOSAThCs, YTO 3apOAUJIO0 B BEJIIMKAHE
HAJICK]y: BAPYT U JAPyrue JoAu cMOryT ero npuHsaTh? [loaToMy oH 0€3MOJBHO *kJal U HaAesICs,
4yTO [ perop yCrokouTcs, ¥ OHU CMOTYT MTOJIPYKUTHCS, IPAMO Kak ¢ Hopou.

Haxoneny I'perop 3aapiman crokoitHee. OH BBICHYIIAT BCE, YTO TOBOpHUJIA E€HA, OpPOCHII
B3IJIS1/] HAa BEJIMKAHA, MOCJIE Yero ¢ OECITOKOWCTBOM B IOJIOCE MPOU3HEC!

— Hano yxoauTs!..

— Kak? — yauBunace Hopa. — Kyna?

— Jlomotii. Ceiiuac xe!

— Ho...

— He cniops, Hopa! Ms1 yxonum.

Pa3BepHyBImCh, OH mouen Kk nepesHe. lIpexne yem yutu, Hopa KpuKHyna BeJNIMKaHy, 4YTO
BEPHETCS B JIEC 3aBTPA, U MOIILIA 32 MYXKEM.

Jlo n1oMa OHH UUTM MOJ4Ya, U TOJIBKO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJJa OHHM YCEJHMCh JAPYr HAIPOTUB APYyra
Ha KyxHe, [ perop 3aroBopu.

— Hopa, Oyap 6i1aropazymHa, — cka3ajl OH HACTOJIBKO CEPhE3HO, HACKOJIBKO TOJIBKO MOT. —



DTO HE YeJIOBEK U JIa)Ke He KaKOW-HUOY/Ib 3BEPh. DTO HACTOSIIEE Yy 0BHUIIIC!

— Hukakoe oH He uynoBHIlE, — BO3pa3uja OHA. — 3a Ty HEJENIIO0, UTO sl BUJETIACh C HUM, OH
HU pasy He CcAeJall TaK, YTOOBI 51 3a0eCTIOKOUIACh.

— 3aTo s BUJIEJ €ro BCEro napy MrHOBEHUM U OT OECIOKONCTBA HE MOTY OTONTH /10 cuX mop!
Hopa, nporry Te6s1. Hajo npeaynpeauTs o€l B JepeBHE, cOOpaTh MYXYHUH H...

— W uro? Beirnats ero? Youts? OH Beap HUuero He caenan! v He caenaer!

— Hopa! — xpuxnyn I'perop m cxBarun ee 3a pyky. — XOpoOIIO, CErOAHs, BUEpPA U BCIO
HEJIeJII0 JI0 ATOr0 OH ObUI B XOpPOIIEM pacmoioxkeHuu ayxa. OH OTKyda Mbl 3Ha€M, UYTO Y HETO B
rojioBe? BApyr oH penmr, 4To HAC JIydllle ChECTh, HEXKEIU C HAMU Pa3rOBapUBAThH?

— DToro He Oynet, — otpes3ana Hopa u BeiiepHyna pyky U3 ero xBatku. — OH q00OpbIii, €ro
Heuero 0osThes. Thl MPOCTO HE XOYEIHIh ITOTO BUIETH!

— Jlaxe ecnu Tak. Jlaxe ecnu g 3TO yBUKY... A apyrue? OHM 3ax0TAT 3TO yBUueTh? Eciy
KTO-TO Tpo3HaeT... OH HACTOSUMM TUTAHT, €MY-TO HHUYETro He caenarT. A MbI? DTO Mbl
noctpagaem! Jlrogu pemar, yto mMel ero npusenn ctoaa! [Iporonu ero orcroga. Pa3 Tl Tak xopomio
C HUM OOIIAEIILCS, CKaXKH, UTO 371€Ch 0€3 Hero OyJet ayydie!

— Ho I'perop... OH coBcem kak peOeHOK... Kak Mbl MOKE€M TaKk MOCTYIUTh?

— Kakoii pebenok?! IOrta tyma 6ombie Hamero goMma! [Togymait, Hopa, momymaii. ..

— Xopomo, — cnokoitHo kuBHYIa Hopa. — Twl Mens ybemun. Sl Oymy OmaropaszymHee.
[locTapatoch crienaTh Tak, YTOObI HUKTO €r0 HE YBUJIET.

I'perop 3akarun niaza. OH NpUBEN €U C JECITOK apTyMEHTOB, U BCE OHU IMPOJIETEIH MUMO
yiieit Hopsel, xoTopass moBropsiia jaumb oaHO: «OH cOBceM Kak AUTA. Mbl HE MOXKEM €ro
nporHarby. [1oHsB, 4TO ee He mepeyoenuTh, [ perop pazo3nuiics, pacKpuyasics, MocCje Yero yiesn B
KOMHary, 4ToObl MOOBITh B oguHodecTBe. OH elle 0JIr0 He MOT MOBEPUTH B TO, UTO €ro >KeHa
CAPYXHJIACH C BEJIMKAHOM, — Jia U B CAMOT'0 BEJINKAHA.



I'1aBa Bropasi: Cropnpus

Xota I'perop Tak U HE CMHUPHWICSA C MBICIBIO, YTO BEJIMKAH HE OMACEH, U MO-TPEKHEMY
CUMTaJ], YTO OT HEro OyIyT OAHU JIMIIL O€Jbl, OH HUYETO HE CMOT MOJENaTh C >KEHOW, KOTopas
MPOIOJDKKUIIA TIOUTH KaXKIbld JIEHb XOAUTh K BeJMKaHy B Jiec. OH Bce Jaymall, Kak €My pelMTb
BO3HUKIIYIO U3 HUOTKYAA MpoOJieMy, HO JCJIBHOTO B €ro rojioBy HHU4ero He mpuxoawio. A Hopa
TE€M BPEMEHEM HE TOJIBKO CTajla BUACTHCS C BEJIMKAHOM Yallle, HO JJaXe 3a/ymana OJHY aBaHTIOpY.

— Ckaxu, Thl KOTJIa-HUOYAb €J1 TO, YTO FOTOBST JIFOAU? — COPOCHUJIa OHA KaK-TO, U BEJIUKAH
OTPUIATEILHO MOTHYJI FOJIOBOM. — A XOUelllb?

— Xouy! — BOCKJIMKHYI BEJIMKAaH W OT PaJOCTH MOJICKOYUJ HA MECTE, OTYEro BOKPYT
3aTPSCIUCH IEPEBhS, a4 C OJJHOTO JaKe CBAJIMJIACh OCKa.

— Tume, Tume! — nocnenmia ycnokouTh ero Hopa. — A mokopmitto TeOs1 deoBeUeCKOM
€101, €CJIU ThI Oy/IeIlh TUXUM.

— IIpaBna?

— IlpaBna-npaBaa. TojibkO MHE JUIsl 3TOTO OHAIOOUTCSI BpeMsi — IMOPIUIO HAa T€Os 3a MSTh
MHUHYT HE IPUTOTOBUIIb. JlaBal Tak: UAU CEAYAC 32 MHOM, TOJIBKO HE IIyMU. MBI C MyXEM KHBEM
COBCEM PSJIOM C JIECOM, MOOJM30CTH K HaM JAPYyrux JomMoB HeT. Ho KTo-HMOyAh 3arutyraBUIMiA
MOXeT TeOs YBUIECTh, €CIIM MBI HE OylIeM OCTOPOXKHBI, M TOTAAa TeOe CHOBA MPUAETCS yXOAWTh...
Tax yTo Oynb TAaKMM TUXUM, KAKUM TOJIBKO MOXEIIb. XOPOIIO 3alIOMHH, TJ€ 5 ’KHUBY, a 3aBTpa, KaK
MpOCHEUIbCs, Tpuxoau. Jlaguo?

— A KaKk MHe JIaTh 3HaTh, 4TO s npuien’? [lo3BaTe TeOsa?

— Her, He Hamo! — 3amaxana oHa pykamu. — S U 6e3 3TOro Kak-HuOyAb MOWMY, BEIUKAaH.
Nnewm.

OHa oTBeNa €ro K OIYIIKE, BBIIUIA HAPYXKY, 4 BEJIMKAH, OCTABIIMICA 32 YEPTOU Jieca, BHICYHYI
13-3a JICPEBBLEB I'OJIOBY.

— Bot tam MbI )kuBeM, — ykazana Hopa Bnepen.

Metpax B OATHAECATH OT HHUX CTOSUI HEOOJNBIIONW JepeBAHHBIA JIOMUK. Bokpyr Hero
pacroJiarajcs Oropofl, Ha KOTOPOM POCIH >KEIThIE THIKBBI, MOCHEBAIM OTYpPLbI, KPYIIHBIE €IIE
3€JICHbIE TIOMUJIOPHI, JIYK W IPOYME OBOINM; IMO3aJM CTOSJIO JBa psaa HEOONbIMX (PPYKTOBBIX
JIEPEBbEB, a CJIeBa — MPHUATHBIM CaJNK, YCAKEHHBIM KIyMOaAMHM C KpPacHbIMU U (DUOJIETOBBIMHU
pO3aMu, KEJITHIMU TIOJIbIIaHAMU U OelibiMu HapiuccaMu. OT oMa TSHYIach U3BHJIKMCTas 10pora,
KOTOpas MOJHUMAJACh MO XOJIMY M BEJIa JAJIbIIE K JEPEBHE.

— 3anomuun? — cnpocuia Hopa Bennkana. — Toraa, kak U I0roBapuBajInucCh, 10 3aBTpa.

— A npuy, — 3aBepuI1 OH, pa3risAbIBas 10M C UICKPEHHUM BOCTOPIOM.

— I'maBHOE — HE NMOJHUMAH WIYM... U IPUTHUCH, KOT/1A BBIMJCIIb U3 JIECA.

Onu pacnpomanuch, 1 Hopa nonwmia k gomy. Ha monmyru oHa oGepHynachk, yBHjENa, YTO
BEJINKAH BCE €Il CTOUT y OMYIIKH, U ToMaxaja pyKou.

Korna ona BepHymace, I'perop apeman B kpecie Ha kKyxHe. OHa He crTajia e€ro OyAauTh,
OTIpaBUJIaCh B MOrped, BhITAlMIIA M3 HEro caMblidi OOJBINON KOTEJ, KaKOW y HUX TOJBKO ObLI,
MOTrPY3UJia €ro Ha KOJISICKY U TOBE3J1a Ha YIUIY — 3a Ty CTOPOHY JIoMa, IJie He ObUIO OKOH. 3areM
OHa BEpPHYIach M Hayaja Hapesarb oBoum. K 3ToMy MoMmeHTy nipocHyncs ['perop. OH nogomen
HEH, YBUIEJ, YTO OHA TOTOBUT, U CKA3AJI:

— VY Hac ke ele ocTajgach BuepaiHsis rmoxiaeoka. Ee uto, Ha ceromHs He XBaTUT?



— XBarur. /lenar 3arotoBKy Ha 3aBTpa, — COBpaja OHa.

Hudero He 3anonmo3pus, ['perop ymen m Bckope 3acHyn Ao yrpa, a Hopa Bce ocTaBanach Ha
KyXHE W pe3alia, pe3ania, pe3ala.

Tem BpeMeHEM BEJNMKaH BEPHYJCA B JIEC M, YAETIIMCh NMPSIMO Ha 3emJe, Aymal. B ero roiose
BCE MOBTOPSUIMCH PA3TOBOPHI MEXy HUM U Hopoii. PaHbllle OH HUKOTJIa U HU C KEM HE 00Imaics
TaK MHOTO U HE MOT MOAyMaTh, YTO MPOCTO TOBOPUTH Tak MPUATHO. 1 eMy oueHb TSxKEI0 AaBajoCh
OKHMJIAaHWE CIIEIYIOIIEH BCTpe4H, OCOOCHHO MOTOMY 4YTO — Kak cka3zaia Hopa — oH cMoxer
MOMPOoOOBaTh HACTOSIIYIO JIOJACKYIO nuIly. OH Jake HE MOT MPEACTABUTh, UTO OHA MPUTOTOBUT, U
BOOOIIIE — KAaK 3TO, YTO-TO MPUTOTOBUTH. Belb B MPONUIOM OH €11 BCE ChIPOE, — HY UM MOKPOE,
€CIIM TOcCJIe JOXKIA. A MOXKET, AyMall BEJIIMKAaH, €My Ja)e pa3peniar 3anisiHyTh BHYTPb JOMa U
MMOCMOTPETH, Kak Jironu >kuByT! IIpaBna, oH U caM He MOHUMAII, KaK €EMY YIacTCsl 3TO CIIENarh... To
JY B3DISIHYTh OJTHUM [JIa3KOM 4Y€pe3 JBEPb, CHIIBHO HATHYBUIMCh, TO JIM MPUIOAHATH KPBIIY U
MIOCMOTPETH CBEpXyY... Ho Bce 3T0 ObUIM HE3HAYUTEIbHBIE MPOOJIEMBI JOBOJBHOIO: B JIIOOOM Cllyyae
Tenepb BEIUKaH CTall OJIMkKE K YeIOBEYECKOMY MUPY, K KOTOPOMY paHbIle OOsuICs MPUOIMXKaThCs,
1 OBbUI TOMY HECKA3aHHO pPa/l.

3a 3TUMU pa3MBIIUICHUSAMHU BEJIMKAaH IPOBEJI MHOTO 4acoB. IIpogomxan oH gymars U TOrja,
KOTJIa 3aIIUI0 COJIHIIE; U KOTa MOSIBUJIMCH 3BE3/Ibl; M KOTJ]a TOPU30HT OKPACHUJIICA B OPAHIKEBBIN I[BET
IIPU PacCBETE, NTHUILIBI 3aMETHU, & BCE PACTEHHS BOKPYT TOKPBHUIUCH POCOM.

Kak Tonbko cTano ceerarb, TaK U HE COMKHYBIIMM IJIa3 BEJIMKAH IPUHSJICS TaJarh, B KaKOU
MOMEHT emy otnpaBuThcs K Hope. OHa ckazana: «Kak npocHembes». Ho oH Beap U He 3ackinan
BoBce! [IpoxaB ellle COBCeM UyTh-UyTh, BEJIMKAH PEIIMJI BbIIBUTATHCA.

Hopa nogHsanack ¢ mocTenyd o4eHb paHO, CIEIUAIBHO, YTOObI YCIIETh MIPUTOTOBUTH €1y JJIs
BEJMKaHa O MOMEHTa, Koraa BcraHeT ['perop. OHa Hackopo mepekycuiaa BapeHbIM SIMIOM C
OyxaHKOU Mo3aByepaliHero xjaeda, coopana Hape3aHHbIE BEUEPOM UHTPEAUEHTHI B OOJBIIYIO CYMKY
Y BBIBOJIOKJIA €€ 3a JIBEPb. 3AJIUB B KOTEJ KYpUHBIA OyIh0H, CMEIIAHHBIA C BOIOU (0THOTO OylIbOHA
HE XBaTWJIO), OHA BCKUIMSTHIA €ro, MOCJE Yero craiga Opocarh Tyma oBomm. HeoxxumanHo oHa
MTOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK 3€MJIs 3alll€BENIWIIaCh MO HOTaMH, IOBEPHYIIACH K JIECY, YBUJIENA, KaK OTTyAa
BBIXOJIUT BEJMKAaH, U B3JIOXHYIIA.

— Tbl TOBOPUII, YTO MPOCHINACHILCA MMO3HO! — YKOpHJIa OHA BEJIMKaHa, KOTJa OH MOJOILeN
oyxe.

— Ara... IIpocTo s ceromHs He MOT YCHYTb.

Tyt n3 noma Beimen [ perop, NpOCHYBIIMIICA OT TOMOTA.

— O rocniogu! — ¢ yxacom npokpuyan oH. — YUTo oH 3aech nenaer?!

— IlpoctH, 4yTO HE Npeaynpeania, JOpoOrou... — BUHOBATO ckazana Hopa. — OH Hu pa3zy He
npoOoBai yenoBeueckon efpl, ['perop! Uto mHe Obu10 menars?.. S mooberiana, 4T0 HAKOPMITIO €TO.
OH noecT u cpasy yHUJeT, YECTHO.

OObsicHenus [ 'peropa HUKaK HE YCIIOKOUJIH.

— Tr1 coBceM motepsina crpax! — mpomospkui oH HerogoBarb. — M cteia! ... Terl.. [a s
Jake He 3Hal0, Kak ¢ TOOOU Mociie TaKOro pa3roBapuBaTh!

W oH 3By4HO 3aXJIONIHYJI JBEPb.

— I'perop! — obGecnokoenHno kpukHyna Hopa, mobexana ObUIO K JABEpH, HO pa3jaBIliececs B
KOTJIe OYJIbKaHbE 3aCTaBUIIO €€ BEPHYTHCSI.

— OH paccTpouiics, 1a? — COpOCUJ BEIUKAH, KOTOPBIA caM OT UX CIIOPOB YCIEJ JTUIIATHCS
HAaCTPOCHUH.

— He nepexxuBaii u3-3a 3TOro... YBEpeHa, OH CKOpPO BC€ MOWMET W OoJibllie HE OydeT Tak



3nuThes. Hu Ha MeHs1, Hu Ha TeOsl.

OHa mpomoJKuiIa BapUTh CYH, a BEJIMKAH CTOSUI PSIIOM UM C MHTEPECOM CMOTpEN 3a €€
pabotoii. B oguH MOMEHT BEpb JoMa CHOBA OTKPbUIACh, U HAPYXKY BBITIISIHYI [ perop.

— DH! — KpuKHYI OH, oOpamasch K BeJMKaHy. — Tbl MOXelb XOTsI Obl MPHUCECTb, YTOOBI
TeOst He ObUTIO BUHO U3 COCEIHUX ropojoB, a? Mnu xouernb, 4TOOBI HAC OTCIOA MOTHAIA BMECTE C
T00011? U x0poiiio, eclii TOJIBKO MOTOHST. ..

Benukan nociymmanics, NpUcel U JIake MPUTHYI ToJIOBY, YTOObl OHA HE BBICOBBIBAJIACH MU3-3a
KPBIILH; TTPaBAa, OUEPTAHUS €T0 TYJOBHIIA BCE PABHO XOPOIIO BUIHEIUCH TaxKe n3aaneka. [losesino,
4YTO JIIOJU B JEpeBHE OOBIMHO B cTOpoHY noMa Hopsl m I'peropa He xomunu. [Jaxe eciau um
TpeOOBAJIOCH B JIEC, OHU 3aXOJUJIM B HEro C JIpyroi cTopoHbl. K ToMy ke, yrpo ObLIO CIHIIKOM
paHHee, U eIl MaJIO KTO yCIell BCTaTh C ITOCTENMU.

['perop cHOBa ynanuics, AeMOHCTPaTUBHO (PbIpKHYB. PazBe uTO Ha ATOT pa3 OH OCTaBUJI JIBEPb
9yTh MPUOTKPHITOM, UTOOBI CJIBIIIATH BCE, YTO MPOUCXOAUT CHAPYKH.

— I'oToBO! — BCckope ckazana Hopa u 3aTynmiia oroHb noj KOTJIOM.

Benukan Tyt ke pa3mayll HO3JpH, BIAOXHYI apoOMar, MOCIE 4Yero MOTSHYI PYKY K KOTJIY, HO
Hopa 3aropoauniia ero, BCTaB Ha IMyTH U PACKUHYB PYKH B CTOPOHBI.

— Tepnenne! — crporo mpousHecna oHa. — KoTen cHavana NOJKEH OCTHITh, MHAYE
000K KEUIbCS.

Benukan yopan pyky u cTan *xAaTh, u3peaka Opocast Ha cyn rosnonsbiii B3nisia. Korma Hopa
HAKOHEI| I03BOJIMJIA €My HadaTb, OH B3sUJ1 KOTEJ U IIOJHEC €ro KO pry. B ero orpomHou janoHu
KOT€JI, KOTOPBIA paHbllie Kazajacsa Hope ruranTckum, moxXoaus Ha 4Yalmiky. BenrwkaH BbIIWII Cyl 3a
1Ba TIOTKa, 1 Hope naxke crajo HEMHOIro OOMIHO: OHA CTOJILKO TPYAWJIACh HaJ 3TUM CYIIOM, a
BEJINKAH PAcClpaBUJICS C HUM BCEro 3a CeKyHAY. [10710KMB OMyCTEBIIMM KOTEN HA 3€MJIIO, BEJIMKAH
00u3al ryosl.

— T'opsiuo, — KoHCcTaTupoBai oH U Aobasui: — M BkycHo. UTo 3T0?

— OObIuHBI OBOmHOW cymn, — mnosiciuia Hopa ymwsibasce. Ona Bcerma Obuta pajna
KOMIUTUMEHTaM CBOEH FOTOBKE, KOTOPHIE MYK YACTEHBKO 3a0bIBaJI JIE1aTh.

— A enle ecTb? — MOUHTEPECOBAJICS BEJIMKAH.

— IIpocTH yx, HO 3TO BCE, UTO 4 yCIIeJia CAEIaTh!

— Yero ThI nepes; HUM HU3BUHSEHIbCSA? — TOCHbIIANICS rojoc ['peropa uz-3a nsepu. — OH
ChEJ MOJIOBUHY HammXx 3anacoB! [IycTs Teneps unuer orcroaa.

Benukan cMmymieHHO B3TIIsSIHYI Ha Hopy.

— I'perop mpaB, — B3moxHyna oHa. — Tebe mopa, mMoka HUKTO HE yBHjeNI. Bcrperumcs
3aBTpa... U He 3a0yap po necHto. [loka ee He yCIBIIUIIb, HE 30BU MEHH.

— XO0po11o, — CKa3aJI BEJIUKaH.

IIpex e uemM MOAHATHCS U YUTH, OH €llIe pa3 HOCMOTPEN Ha JIOM, Ha CaJ U B CTOPOHY JEPEBHU.

I'perop eme 10ATO 3IMIICA M3-3a MPOU3OIIEAIET0. XOTS OH W YBUJEI, YTO BEJIIMKAH HUYETO
IJIOXOT'0 HE COBEPIINJI, OH BCE PABHO 3aTEsUI C U3JIMILIHE TOCTEIPUMMHON KEHOU HOBBIN CIIOP.

— MoxeT, 3TO U He 370M BeJInKaH, — TroBopui OH. — Ho 3T0 Bce paBHO BenukaH! A Mbl
ManeHbkue Joau, Hopa. Tel MoXels Mmo-100poMy OTHOCHTBCS K JIETAIOLICH PsSIOM MOIIKE, HO
€ClM OHa OymeT CIHMIIKOM YacTO JKYX)KaThb HaJl YyXOM M Hajaoedarb TeOe, Thl BCE PaBHO €€
npuxiiondens. [lonnmaens, o yem a1? Mbl HE MOXKEM TOYHO CKa3aTh, KAK OH K HAM OTHOCHUTCS: KaK
K paBHOMY HJIM KaK K Molke? M mpoBepsTh 51 HE XOuy.

— Sl yxe cama Bce npoBepua, 1 00AThCsl HEYero, — He BHUMaJa ero ciosam Hopa.

— Kak xe! Ms1 noimksbl ero 0ositbesi, Hopa. [l Bcex Jrofei oH Bcerga OyneT CIMIIKOM



OOJBIIMM M OYEHb CTPAIIHBIM BEIWKaHOM. HHUKTO €ro He mpuMeT, HUKTO HE 3aX04eT C HUM
roBoputh. Thl ofgHa Takas. M eciu 00 3TOM y3HAIOT, K TeO€ CTAHYT OTHOCHUTHCS KaK K H3TOIO.
TakoBa npas/a, U ¢ HEW HUYETO HE IOJIEIIaclb.

Koneuno, mepeydenuts Hopy eMy He ymaioch, W YK€ Ha CIEAYIOUMHA J€Hb OHA OMSTh
OTIPABUJIACH B JieC. BCkOpe OHU C BEIMKAHOM BCTPETHIIMCH, YCEIUCHh HA 3€MJIE U CTAJIM TOBOPHUT.
Hopa Ha 3TOT pa3 nonenuiack JIOOMMBIMU PELENTaMHU, OAHUM U3 KOTOPBIX ObUT KapTOQeabHO-
JIYKOBBIN CyIl. 3aKOHYMB r'OBOPUTH, Hopa TyT ke mogymara, 4To penent 3Toro cyna O4eHb IpocT, U
IPUTOTOBUTH €TI0 — JAXKE €CJIM LENbIA KOTeJl — OyIeT COBCEM HETPYIHO.

— 3Haemp, — cka3ana Hopa, — Ha ciexyronield Henene s cBapro Uil Te0d 3TOT CyIl. A elle
caenaro A Te0s1 HeOONbIOW CIOPIPH3.

Bups ero HenoymeHue, OHa IIOHJIA, YTO OH HE 3HAET 3HAYECHUS CJIOBA «CIOPIIPU3Y.

— DTO0 KOrja JAenaeub YTO-TO HEOKHUIAHHOE U MPUSATHOE, — MOSICHUIIA OHA.

— Crop-ipu3, — NMOBTOPUJI BEJIMKaH.

C Tex mop OH JAymaa TOJIBKO O KapTO(eIbHO-TyKOBOM CyNE€ U O JHE, KOTJa CMOXET B
OYepeHOM pa3 okaszarbes psaaoM ¢ 1oMoM Hopsl. U BoT, onHax el Hopa HakoHel npurnacuia ero
U CKazalia, YTOObI OH SBHJICS Yepe3 IeHb — TaM €ro OyJeT KAaTh U CyIl, U OOCaHHbIN croprpu3. B
KaueCcTBE CIOpPIIPHA3a OHA 3aJyMasia HaroTOBUTh MEYEHOr0, KOTOPBIM 3aHUMAaJaCh BECh CIICIYIOLMN
JI€Hb, OTYEr0 Ha BCTPEUY C BEJIMKAHOM HE IIPUIUIA.

OcraBumiicsi OIMH BEIMKAH C yTpa M JO CaMOM HOYM JIEXkaJl Ha 3€MJI€ M Tajall, Kakou
ciopripu3 cnenaer Hopa. BHe3anmHo oH momyman, 4YTO caM XO4eT clielarb 4TO-HUOyAb
HeOXuJaHHOe M mnpustHoe. OH BcmoMHUI, 4yTo B camxy Hopel pocnu GpyKTOBBIE J1€pPEBBA,
MOKA3aBILMECS EMY CIMIIKOM MaJIeHbKUMU, TOHKMMU U IUICIMBBIMU, U PEUIUJI, UTO OYIET KPacuBo,
€CJIM MOCTAaBUTh TYJa HACTOSIIEE AEPEBO — OOJBIIOE, HEOOBIATHOE U C MBIIHONW KpoHOU. Torna oH
HAIIET B JIECY MOAXOASNIMUN SK3EMIUISAP: NPAMOM IIMPOKUH KJIICH C IIAJKOW KOpOoH. BbIpBaB KiieH U3
3€MJIM BMECTE C KOPHSAMU U BOJPY3UB €TI0 Ha IJIEUO0, BEJIMKaH Iomes K jomy Hopsr

Ha BbIxozie U3 jieca OH mocTapaics UATH TUXO, UyTh JIU HE Ha LINOYKaX, 1 KaKUM-TO 00pa3om
He pa3Oyaui Hu ['peropa, Hu Hopy. OH akKypaTHO MOCTaBUJI KJIEH B CEpEIUHY OrOpO/a, pa3/iaBUB
P 3TOM HEMAJO POCIIMX TaM OBOILIEH, U CTAJI C YAOBOJBCTBUEM PA3MISABIBATH MOJYYHBUIYIOCS
kapTtuHy. JIto00Bancs OH C MUHYTY, a 3aTeM 0OpaTui BHUMaHUE Ha OBOIIM B Tpsakax. bosbiue
OCTQJIbHOTO €r0 OTYEro-TO 3aMHTepecoBasia ThIKkBa. OH MOIHSUT OOHY, MOAHEC OJMXKe K Ia3aMm,
JE€TalbHO PACCMOTpPEN M OTHpaBuil ceOe B pOT. YCEBIIMCh Ha 3€MIJII0, OH Hadall €cThb BCE, YTO
nonagaock. OOUH pa3 OH CIIy4allHO CXBarWjl IBETbl — OH BBITAUMJI UX IPAMO C 3€MJIEH, B
KOTOpO¥ oHM Topyair. OHU OBUTH CIWIIKOM MaJICHBKMMU, YTOOBI BEJTUKAH MOT Pa3lIsAeTh B HUX
KaKyI0-JIM0O0 MpenecTh, IOATOMY OH IMPOCTO OTOPOCHII UX B CTOPOHY U IIPOJOJIKIIT Tparesy.

[lepBoii, kak 00bI4HO, TpocHyNack Hopa. OHa yMbuIach, mpuBena cedst B MOPSAIOK U coOpanach
MPUCTYIATh K TOTOBKE, KAaK BJIPYr CKBO3b OKHO YBHJIEJIA, YTO B X OTOPOAE CTOUT OIPOMHBIN KIIEH,
a pAIOM C HUM CIIUT BEJIMKaH; 0ojiee TOro, MojoBHMHA Oropoaa Oblia HM3phITA, OBOIM OTTYAA
nponanu. Hopa cpa3y Opocuia TpeBOKHBIN B3IVIsII B KOMHATY, I7ie Bce eule crai ['perop, u B ee
TOJIOBE TMPOHECIUCh TBHICAYM PYrareiabCTB, KOTOPBIMM MYXK CTAaHET KHUJArbCsl B Hee, Koraa
npocHeTcs. CXBaTHUBIIMCH 32 BOJIOCHI, OHA 3aCTOHAJIA.

Hopa Bplia Ha ynuiy U BCTaJIa NMPAMO IEPEN JIMIOM IOCAIIBIBAIOLIETO BEJIMKAHA, KOTOPOE
pacmnosiarajaoch MpsiMoO Ha TIOJIbIIAHAX U HAPIACCAX.

— Benukan! — mnpuHAnace oHa Kpuuarb, IOMYTHO TOJKas €ro B MOAOOPOJOK. —
ITpockmaiica! JlaBaii xe!

OH NOTUXOHBKY OTKpPBUI Ia3a, yBujaen Hopy, yablOHYICS U NPOTSKHO 3€BHYI, 001aB Hopy



BOJIHOM KapKOTO BO3/yXa.
— Yro TBI HaZIENAN? — COpOCHUJia OHA, KOrJa OH CeJl.

— Cropripus, — cka3aJll BEJIMKaH, I0BOJILHO NsiAs Ha nepeBo. Ilepesens B3mian Ha Hopy, oH
TYT K€ TOHSJI, YTO OHA €r0 PAJOCTU COBCEM HE pa3JEiseT, U Kak-TO MOHKUK. — He HpaBurcsa?..

— Her, xoneuno! f xe roBopuwia Tebe, 4TO CIOPNPHU3 — DBTO YTO-TO HEOXKHUJIAHHOE U
[TPUATHOE!

— 41 nymaii, 5T0 OHO U €CTb...

Brpyr co ctopoHbl loMa pa3nalicsi THEBHBIA BRIKpUK. OHU 00a MOBEPHYIIM TOJIOBBI U YBUJICIIH
Ha 1opore noMa [peropa, KOTOphIM Tapauiics Ha caj U OT MEPEMOJHABIIMX €r0 MO TIHYII
ce0s 3a BOJIOCHI.

— Y10 3T0?! — B3pEBEN OH.

— IlpocTtute, — yrptoMo npousHec Beiaukan. — S yoepy aepeso...

— Hepero?! [la uept ¢ nepeBom! UTO ThI COTBOPUI C OrOpoioM?!

Oco3HaB, 4TO 3ps €11 B 0ropojie 0e3 pa3pelieHus1, BeIMKaH IOMpPavyHe ellie CUJIbHEE.

— IIpocTuTe, — MOBTOPUI OH, OITYCTUB TOJIOBY.

— Ycnokoitecs, — BcTasia mexay Humu Hopa. — Celdac Mbl BCe UCIPABHM. ..

— Kak 161 cobupaemibcs Bce uctpapisaTh?! OH YHUUTOXHUII BECh HaIll TPy!

— I'perop, oH Beaps HUUero He nonuMaet! He Hao BUHUTS €ro0. ..

— Koneuno. S u He BuHIO ero. S BuHIO Tebs, Oe3mo3mias kypuma! Yto s Tebe roBopui?
YToObI THI ¢ HUM OOJBIIE HE BUAenach! A Tbl uto caenana?! Kaxplii 1eHb BO3UJIACh C HUM, KaK
oyaro on TBoe nuts! Hy, noBonbHO Teneps, aypa? Kto Thl, eciiu He aypa, a?! I'nmymas 6aba!

To, ¢ xakum mamieHuem I'perop roeopuia 3To, U To, kKak Hopa oT kaxxgoro OpOIEHHOTO
MYKEM CJIOBAa BCE OOJBIIE CKUMANACh, OYITO YMEHBIIASICh B pa3Mepax, pa3zo3auio Benukana. OH
HAXMYPUJICS, YPOHUJI KYJIaK HA 3€MJII0 U TPOMKO ITPOU3HEC:

— IlepecTtans!

Ot ymapa pazgayicst ONTyIIMTENIbHBIN TPOXOT, KOTOPBIA pa3HecCs MO BCEMY JIECY, 3EMIISI BOKPYT
3arpsicinack. Hopa u I'perop cxsarnimce 3a TOJ0OBBI U OIMYCTUJIMCHh HA KOJEHU. Kak TOJIBKO rpoXoT
YTUX, OHU B CTPAXE MOMATUIUCH K IOMY.

— ThI... THIL... THIL... — jaenetain ['perop, rasa/4 Ha BeJIMKaHA.

Hopa e Haxogunach B IIOKE M HE MOIVAa BBIMOJIBUTH HU cJ0Ba. OHA TOJBKO CMOTpEa Ha
BEJIMKaHa, U B €€ Ia3ax ObUl 3aMETEH yXac. BenukaH, TyT e OCTBIB, UCIBITAJl HEOMUCYEMBbIi
cThiZl. OH XOTEN KaK-TO BCE UCIIPABUTH, HO COBEPIICHHO MOTEPSUICSA U HE 3HAJL, YTO CHIENIATh.

Brapyr co cTOpoHBI AEpEeBHM pasnalics KpUK. Pa3BepHYB TOJOBBI, BCE TPOE YBUICIHA B
OTAAJICHUH KECHIIMHY, CTOSBIIYIO Ha Jopore. PSgom ¢ Hel Jiexxanu BeApa, U3 KOTOPBIX PYyYbsIMU
cTpywiach Boma. OHa ¢ y)KacoM CMOTpeJia Ha BEJIMKAaHA HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I, 3aTEM Pa3BEPHYIIACH U
nobexxana K AepeBHe, MPOH3UTENbHO Kpuua: «Uynosuine! YynoBuiie Hamaio!»

[lepBbim B cebs mpuiten ['perop. OH nogHscs, moMor noausaThess Hope u ckazan:

— OHM moayMaroT, 4TO HA HAC Hamajau. YBUIAT, KaK BRINISIAUT HaIll OrOpOH, M MOIYMAaroT,
YTO TakK W ObUI0... Ham HUYEro He rpo3uT, €Clid OH YIJET NpsAMO ceiuac.

Hopa nocmoTpena Ha BeJIMKaHa ¢ COXAJICHUEM U TPEBOTOM.

— 4 3Har0, 3714 THI HE XKeJall... — MPOU3Heca OHa XpUIio. — Ho Tebe Hy>KHO YiTH. ..
— S noHnMaro, — ckasaj BeJIMKaH U CIIPOCHII C HaAeK10i: — ThI elie npueib B jaec?
— He npuner, — otBetun 3a Hee ['perop. — U Bbl Oosbiiie He Oynere BuaeThea. Tebe He

SCHO, YTO Thl Hac mojicTabisemb?! M3-3a Te0a y Hac Oymer kyda mpoOsnem! Thl IOJDKEH YHUTH
NoAaJIbIlIe OTCIO/IA, TIOTOMY YTO T€OsI TOUHO OyIyT McKaTh. CIBIIMIIIL?



Bennkany He XOTelnoCh BEpUTh, 4TO HpuAeTcs yuTH. OH CHOBAa MOMBITAJICS OOpParuThCA K
Hope:

— Hopa?

Ona nevyasbHO MOKay4ayia roOJ0BOU U, TIISAIS MO HOTH, TPOU3HECTA!

— Tel... ipocTu. I'perop npas.

— Jla He u3BMHsANCS nepen HUM. — ['perop npuoOHs1 xkeHy 3a miedd. — OH caM BUHOBAT.
VYxomu, BenukaH. YX0/id, €CJIM He X0Yelllb, YTOObI MbI U3-3a T€OsI mocTpagaiu!

Benukan Opocus B3I HAa JOM, B CTOPOHY JepeBHU, Ha Hopy, koTopas mo-npexHeMy
Tsiena KyJaa-To BHA3, U MOCIEIIHO YILEN.

Tpu s Bennkan Open MUMO JIEPEBLEB, TIOJIEH, pEK U 03€p, HE 3Hasi CHAa. B mepBbIil JeHb OH
CJIBIINIAN, KaK B JIEC C KPUKAMU 3aXOAMJIM JIFOIM — 3TO €r0 OHU MBITAIMCh Pa3bICKaTh, YTOOBI YOUTH
WU TIPOTHATh, Kak U roBopudl ['perop. 3a cebs eMy He ObUIO CTpalHO, BEJb TAKOE CIIy4ajoCh
OecUYMCIeHHOE KOJIMYECTBO pa3, U HUKOTJAa €My He MOIIU HaBpeauTh. Ho oH Oosjics, 4TO CHOBa
cTaHeT mnpoOieMou it Hopbl, mosTomy yiien Kak MOXXHO Jaibiine. Ha yeTBepThlii J€Hb OH
noOpajicst 40 MECTa, B KOTOPOM POCIIM HE3HAKOMBIE €MY JIEPEBbs, yCescs Ha OONbIIONW KaMEHb U
3aKpbUT JIUIO pykamu. OH BAPYT MOHSUL, YTO €Il HUKOIJIa He ObLT TaK OJIM30K K JIFO/ISIM, KaK BUepa,
U 9TO €Ille HUKOT/Ia €My He ObLIO TaK OOJIbHO, KaK CEeTOJIHSI.



I 1aBa Tperbsi: Majenbkasa Mus

bnus nentpa Ceeproro KoponeBcTBa pacnonaraicst Kpynsslii ropon Bepxaune Xonmel. Tewm,
KTO HE MPUBBIK K CIyraM M IICJIKOBBIM MPOCTHIHAM, KM3Hb B 3TOM TOPOJE /1aBajach HEJIETKO;
4TOOBI TOECTh XOTS ObI JIBa pa3a B JIEHb, UM MOPOU MPUXOAMIOCH pabOTaTh ¢ paccBETa JI0 paccBeTa.
HekoTopeie naxke BCIyX COXaJIIM O TOM, YTO B CYTKaX BCETO JBAJIATh YETHIPE 4Yaca, HaWMBHO
noJjarasi, 4to Oynb ux OoJibllie, OHU Obl paboTanu MeHble. «Kak Obl TO HU OBbUIO, XOPOILEH KU3HU
HaM BC€ paBHO HE BHAaThb. A €CIM XOYellb MPOCTO MOXHTh C JIOCTOMHCTBOM, OOJIbIE HE
OTJILIHUBall M TPYAUCh TaK, KaK TPYKYCh s. A Temepb MOBEPHUCH W OTOJSM CIMHY» — TaK
rOBOpWJIA O/IHA >KCHIMHA CBOEH JOYEpPU IIEPEl TEM, KaK MNPEnolarb €l ypOK NOCIyIIaHUS C
MTOMOIIHIO0 THOKOTO METAJUNIMYECKOTO TIPyTa.

XoTst 6eTHOCTh ObLIa COMpPsDKEHA C HEMAJIBIMH TPYIHOCTSAMU, OOJIEJIEHHBIE CTaTyCOM JIFOIU
BCETJIa HaXOIUJIU C1oco0 CyIecTBOBaTh. KT0-T0, KOMY Be3JI0 OOJbIIe IPYTUX, CTAHOBUJICS CIIYTOMN
B OOraToMm JIOM€, a OCTaJIbHbIE BEIOMPAIN HUILIEBbIE MPOQPECCU BPOIE PhIOAIIKOTO UM MSICHUIIKOTO
MpoOMBbICTIa — U TOMY NOM00HOTO. OCHOBHAsl TEHJEHIMSA ObUla TaKoBa: €CJIM OTel] padorai
pBHIOAKOM, CHIH B OOJIBIIMHCTBE CIY4a€B TOXE CTAHOBUJICS PHIOAKOM; €CIId MaTh padoTaia IIBEeH,
JI04b TOXE CTaHOBMJIACh IBeeH. Jlroaei 06e3 ponuTesnei 3To, KOHEYHO XKe, He Kacalloch. Bripodewm,
1 OeCTIPU30PHUKHN HAXOMWJIM CBOe MecTo — y ['ogpuka, HampuMep. DTOT MOKUIION YeJIOBEK JlaBall
MIPUIOT MHOTHM JIETSIM, JTUIIICHHBIM JoMa. BeposTHO, cHauajia OH MOT IMOKa3aTrhCs JTOOPOMYIHBIM
aJbpTPYMCTOM, HO TIpaBAa 3akjrodangach BOT B ueMm: ['oipuk SBIsJICS IJaBOM KpyHHEHIIEeH
BOPOBCKOM IIAMKK B TOPOJIE, U BCE JIETU, KOTOPHIX OH COZEPKal, ObLIIM 00si3aHbI Ha HETo paboTaTh.
Bri0op y Gecripu30pHUKOB, KaK MPaBUIIO, ObUT HEBEJIHUK: JIMOO CIPABISATHCS C TOJIOIOM U XOJOI0M
CaMOCTOSITENLHO, TU00 BCTYNUTH B aiiKy. Haxomunuch U Takue, KTO BRIOMpaAJl MEPBbIA BapUaHT, U
KAaKOe-TO BpEMS JBCHAUATUIETHAA Musi — MalleHbKas KypHOCasi J€BOYKA C TEMHBIMU KOPOTKUMU
BOJIOCAMH, KOTOpPBIE €[Ba KacajuCh Iied — OblIa B UX 4yucie. Ho cToniio el ucnpltarb 4yBCTBO
HACTOSIIETO T0JIONA, KOTOPBIM MOMEHTaMH OyITO IPOH3aeT JKUBOT JIE3BHEM, 3aCTaBIICT PYKH
TPSICTUCH U HE JJA€T YCHYTh 10 HOYaM, OHA U3MEHMJIA CBOE PEIICHUE U SIBUJIACh B BOPOBCKOM JJOM.

l'ompuxk Bugenaca ¢ JOeTbMH HedacTo. I3-3a CKJIOHHOCTHM K MapaHole U 3a4acTyro
OECITOUBEHHBIM TOIO3PEHUSIM K JIaXKe MPOBEPEHHBIM BPEMEHEM U 3aCIYKHUBIIMM JOBEPHUS JIOISIM,
OH TMOYTH HE TOKHUJAT CBOM KaOWHET, OJHAKO CUMTal HEOOXOAUMBIM IIOKa3aThCsl MEpes
HOBUYKAMU XOTh pa3 M MPEJCTaTh Nepesl HUMU TaKUM, KaKUM UM ObUIO BaXKHO €0 YBUJIETh, — B
oOpaze 700poro 1 3a00TIMBOTO OMEKYHA.

B TOT meHp BCceX HOBHYKOB, B YHCJIE KOTOPHIX OblIa M Mus, coOpanu B HEOOIBIIOM 3ajie,
Bckope TaM mosiBuicsa lompuk. OH ObLT XyIOM W JUIMHHBIA, OACTHIM Ha IEPBBIA B3I TO-
MPOCTOMY — B KOPUYHEBYIO pyOaxy M TOro >K€ I[BeTa INTaHbl, — HO HMEBIIMK TIpu cebe
aKceccyapbl M YKpallleHUs, TOBOPUBIIME O €ro peajbHOM COCTOSHUHW: HaIlpuMep, 30J0ThIE
KapMaHHBIE Yachl U YKpAIICHHBIA Cpa3y HECKOJbKUMHU HEOOJIBIIMMHU HU3yMpyldaMH nepcTeHb. OH
HEJIOBKOM TOXOJIKOM MpOIIeN B IEHTP 3aja, BCTal Mepej IeThbMU U TEIUIO YAbIOHYIca. Bua y Hero
ObLI CJIOBHO YE€M-TO CMYIIEHHBIA, UTO Ha CaMOM JieJie SIBJISIIOCh XOPOIO BBIYYEHHBIM TPHOKOM,
KOTOPBIM ITOMOTaJI pacioiI0XHUTh K ceoe.

— 31paBCTBYHTE, MOM JIOPOTHUE, — CKa3aJl OH MPUSATHBIM HU3KUM TemOpoMm. — To, 4TO BbI
MPUIIUTHA, JUIT MEHS MHOTO 3HauuT. [lomorars aeTsM 06e3 JoMa JIeJ0 CIIOKHOE, HO S JIFOOII0 UM
3aHUMAThCs, OTTOTO M HACTOJIBKO paj Bac BUAECThb. Ha3pIBaTh MEHSA MOXKETE MPOCTO — JS/IIOIIKA



I'ogpuk.

[ToBrcna HenoBKas maysa: I€TH MPOJIOJKAIA CMOTPETh HA HETO MOJIYA.

— Yto Xe BB, HE XOTUTE IMOMPUBETCTBOBATH BaIlleTO JOOPOTO MASIONIKY? — HECKOJIBKO
oOmkeHHo crpocuit ['onpuk.

— 31paBCcTBYWTE, AsaromKa ['onpuk! — npous3HecIn 1eTH BCE BMECTE.

— Bo-0T, Tak-To Jy4ine! — cKasay OH ¢ YIBIOKOW U YMUJIEHHO CKJIOHMJI FOJIOBY. — BOT Tak u
oOlieHue moiaeT Teriee. S Obl XOTeN y3HATh Ballld UMEHA TOXE, HO ATUM 3aliMeMCsl B KaKOM-
HUOYNIb IPYyro eHb — Y ASAIONIKH, K COXKAJIEHUIO, ceiiyac eCTh BpeMsl JIUIIb Ha MPUBETCTBUE U
napy cyioB. Uto Oulb s XoTen BaM ckas3arh... A! Pa3 yx BbI 371eCh, BbI HAaBEpHSKA 3HAETE, YEM MBI
3aHuMaemcs. KTo-To ckaxeTr, 4eM UMEHHO?

— BopoBcTBOM? — MpoOU3HEC KTO-TO U3 JACTEH.

— Touno! A xoten, yToObI 3TO MPO3ByYasIO BCIyX, 0€3 cTeCHeHHH. MBI TyT HE JIyKaBUM U
Ha3bIBa€M BEIM CBOMMHU MMEHaMH. SI 4eCTeH, MOJHOCTHIO OTKPHIT BaM U XO4y, YTOOBI Bbl MHE
noBepsui. Tak 4To s He Oyly BpaTh U TOBOPUTH, YTO Mbl OOBOPOBBIBAEM OOTaThIX pajy BCEX
OeHbIX Ha CBETE, — HET, Mbl 00BOpOBbIBaeM Oorarbix paau ceds. Hy a kto 3tu Oorareie? Bbl, ObITh
MOJKET, 3HAETE, YTO BEIIM MEHSIOT CBOM JIMK B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT TOTO, C KAKOM CTOPOHBI HA HUX
B3DIsiHENb? Tak BOT... ITocMoTpuTe Ha ceOsi OUeHb BHUMATENIbHO. A TENEph CKAXUTE: KTO, MO-
BareMy, ooratsiii? [loxkanyiicta, roBopuTe.

— JIronu npu ABOpe? — CHPOCHII OJUH MaJIbUYUK.

— Koneuno. Ho passe 310 Bce?

— Crpaxa?

— OxoTHUKH!

— Bpaun?

— Ka3nauen n nmapukmaxepst!

— Eme, eme! — Tpebosan ['ompuk.

JleTn Bce mMeEpedMCIsUIA TeX, KOTO0 CUMTAJIM OOrarbiMU, M BapUaHThl Y HUX HUKaK HeE
3aKaHYMBAJIUCh.

— XOpoI1o, XOpoILo! — pemmn1 NoAbITOXKUTh ['onpuk. — Bbl Ha3BaIM MHOTHX, HO HE BCEX.
[ToTomy uTO nepeuucnsaTh ciuikoM Aoaro. [Ipasaa B Tom, pedsita, 4yTo Ooraye Hac — O€3/10MHBIX,
0€3pOJIHBIX, TOJIOJHBIX U XOJOHBIX. . .

— Bce, — xMbIkHyna Mus.

— KoneuyHo! — BOCKJIMKHY/I OH, B3MaxHyB pykaMu. — borade Hac Bce, BOOOIIE BCe, BCe-BCe-
Bce! A pa3 oHu Oorade Hac, TO JyUIsl HAC OHH W €CTh T€ caMble Oorarbie. A MBI JJII HUX BCEX —
Hunme. Jlaxe s yOOpIIMKOB YIIHII, JaKe JUIsl TapUKMaxepoB B caMbIX OeAHBIX paiioHax. s HuX
MBI YTO TIChI UJIK KPBICHI, U OHU OT HAC HOCKI BOPOTST, JIUIIIL Obl HE YYBCTBOBaTh CMpPaJ HACTOSIICH
HUIEThl. OHU MOTYT CKOJIBKO YTOHO >KajleThb OOOApaHHYI0, O€3IOMHYIO0 cO0aky, HO CTOUT €i
MOJIOMTHU CIUILIKOM OJIN3KO, OHU OTIHUXHYT €€ HOTOM WJIM yNapsT MaJKoW, TaKk Kak 00sTCA, 4TO OHA
BIICIIUTCS B UX HOTY U YK€ HE OTIYCTUT. BOT kak OHU Hac BUIAT. Mbl HE HYKHbl HIKOMY — HHU
JIOJSIM TP BJIACTH, HU MPOCTAKaM, Bellb MOANYCTUTh HAacC K ce0e 3HAYUT MOACIUTHCA TEIJIbIM
MECTOM Ha CTYJIEe, U HEBaXXHO, U3 YEr0 OH CJIEJIaH — U3 CTAPOro THUJIOTO JEPEBA UJIN U3 TOPOTOro
KPacHOr0, HWHKPYCTUPOBAaHHOIrO AparouneHHocTssMu. Kak ™Mbl Ha 310 oOTBewaeM? KoneuHo,
BBITACKMBAEM CTYJIbS IPSIMO Y HUX U3-110]] 3aAHUIL!

[Tocnplmanyuce CMENIKH.

— Pag, 4yto cMmor pasBecenuTh Bac, MOM Jpy3bid. HO K CKa3aHHOMY BCE K€ OTHECHTECE
ceppe3Ho. samromka ['onpuk He mpocTo Tak pacnuHaercs. Tak, yTo TaM Jaiblie... A, 1a — MIpo



Hate Aeno. OHO y HaC HE COBCEM YECTHOE, HE COBCEM JieTkoe. Ho momymanTe caMu: CyIECTBYIOT
JIU BOOOIIE YECTHBIE WJIM JIETKHE Jesia Ha 3TOM cBeTe? UecTHbIe Jerna s Bac Ha3BaTh HE MPOIILY,
MIOTOMY YTO HE BEPIO B X CYIIECTBOBaHUE, HO BOT JieTKHeE. .. [lonpoOyiiTe Ha3BaTh XOTh OJIHO.

— IloBap! — BOCKJIMKHYIAa TIIEAyIIHAs [IE€BYYNIKA, ONETAas B TOHKUM pBAaHBIA ILJIAll —
Crounb Ha KyXHE U KYIIAEIllb, YTO TOTOBUIIb. ..

— 1 GBI Tak He cka3zal, — mokayaj rojioBoi ['ogpuk. — UTOOBI XOpOIlIO TOTOBUTH, HY>)KHO HE
TOJIBKO MHOTO JIET YYUTHCSA, HO U UMETh NPUPOKICHHBIA TanaHT. M Kyliarb moBapam Ha KyXHE
HHUKTO HE MO3BOJISIET, MEXKy IPOUYNM. [[pyrue BapuaHThl, HY k¢!

— I1OTHUK?.. — HEYBEpPEHHO MPEANOJIOKUI OIUH MAIBIUIIKA, OOTHHKU KOTOPOTO ObUIH
TaKUE PBAHBIEC, YTO BUIHEIUCH NAJIBI[BI €TO HOT.

— He-eT. PabGoTta miaoTHUKa — 3TO TSKEIBIM (PU3UUECKUM TPYH, yCepaue U K TOMY XKe
JOBOJILHO MaJIeHbKUM 3apaboToK. A TeOe, KCTaTu, MPUToAMIICsS Obl CalloKHUK — YTO TOXKe padoTa
HE M3 NPOCTHIX. — MaJBIuIlKa TYT %€ CKPECTUJ HOTU U OTBEJ B3NS B CTOPOHY. — He cThiauch,
MOW XOpounmii. Sl MOHMMAar0, B KAKOM ThI MOJIOKEHUU. Kak TOTBKO MBI 3aKOHUHM, 51 PaCIOPSIKYCh,
4yTOOBI T€OE BBIIAJIM HOBEHBKYIO ITapy OOTHHOK.

Manpuuiika TyT e 3aCHUslL.

— JlaBaiiTe poJ0JKaTh. .. Ellie ecTh mpeanoioxeHus?

— Ppi6ak? Cugunib ¢ yI0uKOM, TOBUIIL PBIOY. .. — CKa3aJl KOCOW Ha OJIMH IJ1a3 MaJIbUuK.

— Tax TbI IpeAcTaBisiens cede padoTy peidbaka? — paccmesicsa ['oapuk. — A Kak ke JIoaka,
CeTH, A0XKIH, mropMbl? Kak ke HeygauHble THU? A KTO, MO-TBOEMY, IOTOM BE3ET pbIOy B roposn?
KTo moroBapuBaeTcs ¢ MpomaBIiOM, 4TOOBI TOT B3sUI PHIOY B CBOIO JIABKY 3a MPUEMIIEMYIO IIEHY?
Bce 310 — pridak!

— Cnyra B 6oratom JioMe? — MOCJBIIIATIOCH CIAETYIONIEe MPENOI0KEHHE.

— XM... — 3agyMalicsi oH. — MoeT, 3Ta paboTa KaXeTCsl HEMHOTO JIErde, HO BCSI TPYAHOCTh
KaKk pa3 B TOM, YTO ThI ciyra. Pa3Be JeTKo MNPUCITYKUBAThCS, MPOTUOAThCS Tepes IPYTUMH,
3aHUMAaThCs BCEW TpsA3bl0, YTO Ha TebOs cBanmmn xo3suH? HeT, BoBce HET. MoOXET, KTO-HHOYIb
apyroit? ECTh 1 KTO-TO, KOMY JIEHBIU JOCTAIOTCS HE3aCIyKeHHO, 0e3 Tpyaa’?

— bapon? — npennosioxuna Musl.

— Yrto-yT0? — npuntypuica ['ogpuk, moriasaes Ha Hee.

— Pabora 6apona, — noBTOpuUJIa OHA.

— D10 pa3se pabora? Benpb 310 TUTYI!

— Ho oH e nonyyaer 3a Hero A€HbI'H, pa3Be HET?

— 3Haere... — npoTsHyl ['onpuk ¢ TakuM BbIpaXE€HHEM, OyATO BOBCE HE PACCUUTHIBAI
YCIIBIIIATH MOI00HBIA OTBET. — A 3Ta JeBouka mpasa. Kak TBoe umsi, Muias?

— Musi.

— To1 xe mMos ymHUNa! — BOCKIMKHYN [ofpuik, pasynbiOaBumch. — Must mpaBa. bapon
MOJy4aeT JCHBI'M 3a CBOM THUTYI, a 3HAYUT, dTO ToXXe pabora. M Bce 3TH JIIOIU «BBICOKOTO
cTaryca», BCE 3TH YMHOBHUKH M JBOPSHE — BCE€ OHM IMOJY4alOT ACHBIH, IPUTOM B ropasao
OOJIbIIIEM pa3Mepe, HEXKENIM MPOCThIE PEMECICHHUKU WJIM K€ JIIOAU TaKOW HempuMedaresibHOM
npodeccuu, kak Hama... A 3a uyrto? Pa3Be onu 310 3aciayxuiu? Het, coBceM HeT. OHU TPOCTC
yIa4Ho ponuiiich. OmoOpsiro U s 3Ty HecnipaBeyBocTh? HeT. Cmupuiics iu g ¢ Heid? Toxe Her.
[lens Moel KU3HU cleNaTh TakK, YTOOBI JIFOIU, KUBYIIME B 3TOM JIOME, CTaJu CaMbIMU OOTaThIMHU
JIFOJIbMU B TOPOZIE U 3aHUMAJIUCh «JIETKUMU» AenaMmu. [[o03ToMy B mepByro odepeap Mbl cTapaeMcs
Oparb y Takux, kKak oHd. Ho Ha Takue nena OTHpaBIsAIOTCS TOJbKO Jydimme. OHU PHUCKYIOT B
HECKOJIbKO pa3 O0oJibllle, HO TOJYy4aloT B COTHIO pa3 Ooibiie! HeombiTHas peOsATHS TakuM He



3anuMaeTtcs. [lepBoe Bpems Bel OymeTe OpaTh y APYrUX — Yy PBHIOAKOB, TOPTOBIIEB, MJIOTHUKOB,
MOTOMY YTO OHU BCE PaBHO UMEIOT OOJIBINE, YEM MBI, @ MbI TOKE YTO-TO 3aCIYKHUJIH, He Tak ju? U
s OOpIOCH 3a CIPABEIMBOCTh. Y HAC 3/1eCh, MOM POAHBIC, BCE MO CIpaBeaTuBOCTU. KTo GombIie
paboraet, TOT U noiy4daeT Oosbiie. OTTOro B HalleM Jielieé CHJIBHO pa3BUTA KOHKYpEHIUsA. Brl
JOJKHBI OBITh JTYUYIIUM. .. WM JIy4dlled, — J00aBuil oH, OpocuB B3I Ha Muto. — Ecnu Oynere
XOpOoI10 padoTaTh, Bbl OTIIPABUTECHh HAa HACTOSIIEE JICJIO U CKOPO MOMMeETE, KaK XOPOIIO BHITUPATH
HOC IIEJIKOBBIM IIaTOYKOM. ['JlaBHOE He 3a0bIBaiiTe, YTO caMblii OOJBIION KYCOK MUPOTa HYKHO
3aCIyKUTh; HE 3a0bIBailiTe TaKXe, 4TO MUPOT UMEET CBOMCTBO 3aKaHUMBaThcs. MHOTIA, KOrma Bbl
HE TMPOSBUINA JOCTATOYHOTO YCEpIHWs, BaM MOXET HE JOCTarbCd HU OJIHOrO, NaXXE CaMoro
MAaJIEHBKOT'O KYCOYKa. ..

OH nipepBaJicsi, BHUMATEIBHO OIJISIIEI JIMIA TPUCYTCTBYIOIMX, 3aTEM PACCMESLIICS.

— BrI cTanu Takumu cepbe3HbIMU! — BOCKIMKHYI OH. — HaBepHoe, BbI yXke ycTanu ciaylarb
HaJI0OeJIMBOrO cTapuka... Ho s ckaxy BaMm elie Koe-4To — paccyiabbTech, 3TO HE 3aiMET MHOIO
BpEMEHHU. Y HAaCc BCE CTPOUTCS Ha MOJHOM JOBEpUHU. BBl MOXKETE€ TOBOPUTH BCE, O YEM
MOHAJO0UTCS: €CJIM YTO-TO HE HPABUTCS, €CIM YTO-TO HYXKHO, €CIM €eCTh KaKue-TO
npeiokenus... M maxe ecin BaM 3ax0o4eTcs pacckas3arb O KaKOW-HUOydb MPOBUHHOCTH —
Balllei... WJIM XK€ YYKOH — HE CTECHSAHUTECh M MNMpUXOAUTE K Asmtomike [oapuky B KaOHWHET.
YectHOCTh 1 o4ueHb HeHio. Hy, Ha aTom Bce. Celiuac BaM JaayT MaJICHbKOE 3aJjaHHe. TeM, KTO C
HUM CIIPABUTCS, XOUy CKa3arh: M0Opo mokanoBarh. OUeHb HAJICIOCh, YTO 3TH CIOBa aJPECOBAHBI
BCEM BaM, MOU JOPOTHE.

CkazaB 310, l'ofpuk eme pa3 yiblOHYICS W ynanuics. HekoTopsM JeTSAM OH IMOKazalcs
TO0OpBIM M YYTKUM CTAapUKOM, KOTOPBIA MPOCTUT BCE, KaKk Obl Thl HU MPOBUHMIICS, a BOT Mus u
HEKOTOphIE Jpyrue pedsra MOYYBCTBOBAJIM, YTO 3a HANYCKHOM JOOPOTOM M MPUBETIUBOCTHIO
KPOETCSI HEYTO HHOE — YTO-TO, YTO BBI3BIBAECT HEAOBEPUE U JAXKE MMYraer.

Cpa3zy nocne npuBeTCTBEeHHOU peud ['ogpuka Muum u ApyruM HOBHYKAM M 33aJaHUE — J0
BEeUepa yKpacTh TpU Komenbka. K TEMHOTE €T BEPHYIMCH K BOPOBCKOMY AOMY. KTO-TO M3 HHUX
BBICOKO JIepiKal TMOA0OPONOK, IISAJAE] Ha OCTAIbHBIX CBEPXy BHU3 W TOTPSIXUBAJ 3BEHAIMMU
KOIIIeJIbKaM#, KTO-TO OITYCTUJI TOJIOBY M OECTIOKOMHO Iiyrnai mycTbie kKapMaHbl. C I€TbMH, KOTOPBIE
HE CIPABWINCH, TYT K€ paclpoUATIUCh; IPYTUX — BKJIOYasi 0€3 Tpylna OCUIIMBILYI0 0TOOp Muro —
3anmycTUIM B oM. Bce OHM BBIIDIM U3 HEOJIAromoJiydHbIX CeMEW, U BHYTPHU JOM IOKa3aJCs UM
[[ApCKUMHU XOPOMaMU: MOJbl ObUTM HAYMIIEHBI JI0 OJecKa, MOTOJIKA BBICOKH, MEOENb Jopora u
yao0Ha, U JI0 CTEH MOXHO ObLIO JOTparuBarbcs HE 00ACH, YTO MOALCIINIIL 3aH03Y. JleTeit 3To Tak
BOOJYIIIEBUJIO, UTO OHU TYT e M03a0bUTH O MPEKHUX MPOOIeMax U CTaId HOCUTHCSA U3 KOMHATHI B
KOMHATy M BOCXHUIIATHCA. « MBI Temepsb OyaeM 37eCh KUTh!» — PajoCTHO Kpuyaji KTo-To. Jlaxke
OoObIYHO MpauHass Musi mojaanach BCEOOIIEMY HACTPOSCHHMIO W HE TMOYYBCTBOBaJa MOJBOXa, HE
3aMeThJIa KOChIX HACMEIUIMBBIX B3MVISIOB JIeTel, 1aBHO paboraBumx Ha ['ogpuka. Brnpouem, yxe

YIpOM HOBOHpI/I6BIBIHI/IC MMOTCPAIHN pa)IOCTHBIfI HaCTpOfI — UM IIpUKa3aJin BBIMBITH BCCh J10M, H
OHM TYT K€ IIOHAJIHW, YbHUMHU TPpyAaMHU BCC BOKPYI' TAK YU CTO BBIITIAINT.
HoBuuxkosn noACInJIN Ha HeOOoJIbIIIE KOMaHJZibl W IIPHCTAaBHUJIM K MCHTOpaAM — ViK€

HaOpaBIIMMCS ONbITA BOPHUIIKAM, KOTOPHIM OBbUIO MO MSTHAATh-IIECTHAAATh JET U KOTOPBIX
OBLIO MPUHSATO HA3BIBATh «CTApUIMMU». Mos monasna B IpyImy, COCTOSIBUIYIO U3 CEMU HOBHUYKOB, K
MAPHIO C XUTPHIM B3DISIIOM M BEYHO JOBOJIBHOW YXMbUIKOM — Camm. Ero ToJbKO Ha3HAuYMIIHA
CTapIMM, U OH yXe€ C HACJIaXKJICHHEM BOOOpaXkasl, KAKUM MCIBITAHUSAM IOABEPTHET CBOIO TPYIIILY.
Crnenyroumii mecsiy Mun U KOMaHA€ MPHUIUIOCH MPOXOAUTH YEPE3 CaMble KaBEP3HBIE 3aJIaHMUS,
kakue Cajuii TOJBKO MOT IpUaymMarh. Tak, OH 3aCTaBWJI UX KPACTh KOIICIBKHU y TATPYIIsl CTPAXKH,



npoOparbCsi B KPYIMHBIA PECTOPAH U BBIKPACTh OTTYJA CTOJOBBIC TPUOOPHI (KOTOPHIE Jake 0cO00M
[IEHHOCTHIO HE OTJINYAINCH) U 3a0paThCs B IOM K 3aKUTOYHOMY TOPTOBILY.

Kuznp B JoMe OKaszanach TaKOBOMW: CTOMJIO COBEPIIMTH Mapy OMMOOK — IMOMAacThCsl CTPaxke
WJIU TUIOXO BBIMOJHUTH 3aJjaHue — M Thl CHOBA OpOAUII MO TOPOIY, MPOCS MUJIOCTBIHIO, MMOEAas
00BEZIKU U TPSICSACHh OT 03HOOa. OJTHAKO O CAaMBIX XUTPBIX U TaJAHTJIMBBIX B BOPOBCKOM JIEJI€ JETSIX
logpuk Bce-Taku xopouio 3abotuiica. OH HaHUMaN Uil HUX IpenojaBareseil, 4ToObl 00y4HTh
MUCHbMY, YTCHUIO, MAaTEMAaTuKe U JPYTUM HAayKaMm, W BBIICIUT JUIS HUX OTJEIbHBIE KOMHATHI IS
KUJIbs (OCTAIBHBIE )KUJIU B OOIIEM MOMENICHUHN). JJOBOJIBHO CKOPO MOCIe Hayajaa padoThl B JoMeE
Mus okazaacb UMEHHO B X YHMCJIE, HO HE M3-3a TOr0, YTO €€ mopekoMeHaoBan Caum, a moToMy
yTo ['oApHK caM €10 3aMHTEPECOBAICH.

C xaxIpIM 3aJJaHUEM JIIOJIE B TpyINe CTAaHOBUJIOCH BCE€ MeHbIe. Koro-to moimanu Ha
ynuile, koro-to BbirHas Cammu. Cpemu octaBumxcss Mus Obiia sydmiei. Canim 37ui0, ¢ Kakon
JIETKOCTBIO OHA BBIMOJHSJIA TTOPYYEHUS], OJHAKO BBITHATH €€ MPOCTO TaK OH HE Mor — Mus Bce-
Taku ObUIa 1O 0coObIM mpucMoTpoM l'onmpuka. IloaToMy OH penmi ee MOACTaBUThL: MpUKa3all
00BOpOBaTh KAaKOTO-HUOY/Ib apUCTOKpara, KOTOphIM OyleT Mmpoeskarb Mo TPakTy ONM3 roposa,
HaJiesiCh, YTO Must monaziercs. [Ipu 3ToM OH He Jjain HUKAaKKUX COBETOB, KaK ObLIO MPUHSITO JI€JIaTh B
maKe, a TOJIBKO CKa3all, YTO JapyeT MoJiHyto cBobomy aeiictBus. K ero ynusinenuro, Mus 0e3
BOIIPOCOB COITIACHJIACH BBITOJIHUTDH M ATO MOpydeHue. BMecTe ¢ IByMs OCTaBIIMMHUCS pedsiTaMu U3
IPYIIBI, OHA CHOpPATajJach Y OOOUMHBI M CTajla CJIEAUTH 3a MPOE3KABIIMMHU IKUIAKaMH, BHIOUpast
11eJIb MTOYI00HEH.

Kornma oguH 3 skumnaxen mokaszajcs Ha TpakTe, Mus MOAMETHIIa, YTO TaM TOJIBKO Ky4ep
MPABUT JIONIAJIbMU J1a JIBA YEJIOBEKA HAXONATCA BHYTpHU. llocuMTaB SKHUIMaX MNOIXOMAIMM, OHA
nonoopanack OJMKE K JIopore, A0XK/aaach, OKa SKUMAX MOIBEJET, PE3KO MPBITHYIA YyTh MIpaBee
TPAeKTOPHUHU, [0 KOTOPOU €XaJIH JIOIIA M, BCKPUKHYIIA U yieriach Ha 3emie 0e3 aBuxenus. Kydep
TYT K€ OCTAHOBHJI SKUMAX, CIPBITHYJ BHU3 U CTal pa3risiibiBaTh Muto.

— UYeprt 651 ee moOpas, — CILUTIOHYII OH Ha 3€MJII0, PEIMB, YTO OHA JMOO yXe ymepia, JIu0o
MIpU CMEPTH.

— Yto Tam? — pa3gajics MaHEpHBIN KEHCKUH roJioc u3 KapeTbl. — [louemy BcTanmu?

— Haexanu Ha OpOJISHKKY, — OOBSICHUII Ky4ep.

— Taxk ybepu ee ¢ JOpOoru U Mmoexayiu JAaiblie! — HEeTO0BOJIHHO CKa3all roJioc.

Xots Mus mo-mpeXHeMy Jiekajla He IIEBEJSACh, OHA 3allepeXuBaja, YTO Celdac Kydep
MOAXBATUT €€, CKUHET C IOPOTH U YEAET — TO €CTh MOIBITKA MPOBAJIUTCS, a €I pa3 KUAATHCS MO
KOJIeCa, PUCKYsS COOCTBEHHBIM 3JIOPOBBEM, € COBCEM HE X0Teiaoch. OMHAKO €€ CIlac HOBBIMA T'OJIOC
— TOHKHM U MaJIbUUIICCKHM.

— Mawma! Kak Tl MOKeNIb TaK TOBOPUTH? — Mpou3Hec oH. — Hajo moilTu u npoBepuTs, Bee
JIY C HEW B MTOPSIKE.

OH yroBopuJ1 MaTh MOUTH MOCMOTPETD, ACHUCTBUTEIBHO JIM OHM yousu Opoasukky. Korma oHu
BBIIIUIM U3 KapeThbl, MU CKBO3b MPUKPHITHIE BEKU pa3Misiiesia MbIIHYI0 1aMy, OJETYIO B IIIMKAPHOE
CHUHEE IUIaThe, a MOJIe HEE — TOHKYIO (PUTYpY IIYIJIOTO MajkdMKa MPUMEPHO €€ Bo3pacTa WJd
HeMHOTUM ctapuie. OHa TyT K€ 3aCTOHaJa, 1aBas MOHATh, UTO KMBA U HYKJAAETCS B IOMOIIH.

— JKuBa! — BBIIOXHYT MaJIbYUK.

— Eme xak, — XMBIKHYIA J1lamMa, OKUJIbIBas Muro Ope3ruBeIM B3TsiioM. — Kydep, yoepute
€€ U MOEXAJIH. ...

— HyxHo Benb yOeauThCs, — 3asBUIT MaIIbYHK.

OH nomomen kK Muu, NpUTHYIICS, M1 TYT OHA pacKpbula miaza. MajapiuMKa CIOBHO OITYILMIIO



3TUM B3IVISIIOM: €MY ITOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO HUKOTZIA PAHbIIEC OH HE BUJICNI TAKUX MPEKPACHBIX IT1a3 — H
YTO HUKOTAa OoJibllie HE YBUAMT. J[pIXaHUE €ro TYT ke COMIIOCh, Ha JIOYy MPOCTYyNUiIa HCTIapuHa.
[IpokanumsBIIMCh, OH TAJIAHTHO oAl € pyky. OHa NpPOTAHYIAa U MOJIOKUIIA B €T0 JaJOHb CBOIO,
KOTOPYIO OH TYT ke ckall. OH moMor eil MOAHATHCS W TYT K€ CXBAaTUJ €€ 3a TAJIHUI0, YTOOBI
yAepKarh, Tak Kak Must 4yTh HEe cBajMjIach ooparHo. Jlamee oH cTajl 03a00YEHHO paccrpalmBaTh
0 €€ CaMO4YyBCTBUH. Jlama mpu 3TOM pa3apaxxeHHO Kadaya roJIOBOM, HO HE OCTaHABIIMBaJa ChbIHA —
el MoKa3aJioCh, UTO ATO Oy/IeT HEIJIOXOM MPAKTUKOMN OOIEHUS TIepel TEM, KaK ChIH MO3HAKOMUTCS
C HACTOSIIMMU JEByIIKaMHU. BpoueMm, JOJIr0 OHA TEpHETh HE CMOIIIA U B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BCE K€ HE
BBIIIEPKaJa:

— JlagHo, xBatut. nem yxe. Buaumib, ¢ HeM HUYETO HE CTaJIOCh.

— Xopomo... — CONIACWJICA CbhlH, HUKAK HE OTpbIBAONMM B3IIAAa oT Muu. B HeM Torma
pasropeniach HaJIe’K/1a, YTO CTOSIBILIAS TIEpe] HUM JIeBOYKa HUKaKas He Opomaskka, a 3abmynmas u
MOTEPSABIIAS MAMSITh MPUHIIECCA, U YTO YEpe3 KAaKOEe-TO BPEMs OHM CHOBA BCTPETSITCA, U MaMma,
y3HaB O HACTOSILIEM CTAaryCce€ ATOM JAEBOYKH, PA3PEIIAT UM IMOXKEHUThCI. [loHMMas, yrto cendac
paccTarbCsi BCE K€ MPUIETCA, OH TSKEJIO B3JOXHYI, HAKOHEI] OTBEJI Ma3a MU YKE CTaj
pa3BOpaYMBaTHCS, KaK BAPYr Mus cXBaTuiia €ro 3a INIEY0 U TUXO MPOU3HECIA:

— Ilocroit...

Mansank OmISIHYNICSA M 3acThUl. TyT ke Mus npukanach K HEMY M KOPOTKO ITOLIEIOBaja B
ryObl. YBHAAB 3TO, AaMa MPUKpPhLIA POT PyKOU B O€JION mepuarke U MOKpacHea Co CThIA, a Kydep
MOJHSJ KYCTUCThIE OpOBU M MPUCBUCTHYI. MU OTOIBUHYIACh OT 00ECKYpa)KEHHOTO MaJIbuMKa,
MOJMUTHYJIA €EMY, PE3KO pa3BEepHYJIACh U yOexKalia Mmpoyb.

JlamMa, MaapduK M Kydep MOJ4a MPOBOXKAIM MU0 B3DISIAOM O TEX IMOp, MOKa OHA HE
CKpbUIaCh W3 BUJY. 3aTeM JaMa HaKOHel| Npuluia B cels, IIarHyjaa K ChIHY M OTBECHJIa €My
MOJI3aThUIbHUK.

— Kak TbI m03BONMI Kakoil-ToO oOOpBaHKE 10 cedsi JOTPOHYThCS?! — HerojoBaja OHA, a
MaJIBUK JIMIIb MOJMYaJl W MEUTaTelbHO TIsIIeNl B CTOPOHY, Kyma yoexana Mwus. — Uemy T
yaei0aenbes? JlypHas ronosa... JlaBaii, moitaem.

— boxe-00xke... — mpou3HeC OH U OMYCTUJII TOJIOBY, KaK OOBIYHO JENAIOT JIIOAH, MbITasCh
cOexarb B MUP COOCTBEHHBIX (paHTa3UM WM BOCIOMUHAHUH. V3 3TOTO COCTOSIHUS €0 BBIBEJ KPUK
MaTepH, KOTopasi BEpHYJIaCh B KapeTy U OOHapyKuJjia, YTO TaM BCE PACKUJAHO U MEPEBEPHYTO.

[loka skumax ocraBajicsi 0e3 MPUCMOTPA, a Kydep, JaMa M MaJBUK 3aHUMaluch Muen,
MO/ICIbHUKU MUU MPOKpaauch B KapeTy U BBIHECIU BCE, YTO TOJIBKO MOIIM yTammTb. OCOOEHHO
IIEHHOTO TaM HUYEro He ObUIO, TOJIBKO IIEJIKOBBIE TPAINKH Jia Mapa CEPeOPSIHbIX MOJCBEUYHHUKOB.
3aro Mus, korma oOHMMana MallbiuKa, yCIela 3alyCTUTh PYKy B €ro KapMaH M Halbia Tam
CTApUHHYIO 30JI0TyI0 MOHEeTY. CoOpaBIIMCh BMECTE, OHU TMOAETUIUCh YKpaaeHHbIM. [lonenbHuku
cobupanuch oTHecTH Bce Caiv, Kak U ObUIO MPUHATO, HO MHMs HAcCTOsUIa HAa TOM, YTOOBI OHH
MOLIUTA TPSAMUKOM K ['0JIpuKy.

Korna I'oppuk npo3nai, kakue 3ananus Cajuid gaBajd HOBUYKaM, OH W30MJI €ro U paszkaaoBal
¢ nmocta ctapiiero. [Ipu 3ToM paboToil KOMaH/Ibl OH OCTajCs 00Jiee YeM JI0BOJIEH, TaK KaK MOHETa
OKa3aiach JOPOrOM — OHA MPHUHAJIE)KATA KAKOU-TO CTAPUHHOW KOJUIEKIIMHU. Y3HAB, YTO UMEHHO
Mus mpugymana, Kak 00BOpOBaTh IKUIAXK, OH CTal CICIUTh 3a HE ellle BHMMATENIbHEe, MpeapeKas
el xopolriee BOPOBCKOE Oy yIee.

K uyersipranumaru romam Musi ctana camMbiM MOJIOABIM CTapuMM B makke. ['ogpuk yacTto
npuriaman ee B KaOWHET, JaBall MHAWBUIYyaJbHbIE 3a/laHus, a Mepell OCTaJbHBIMU CHJIBHO
HAXBAJIMBAJI U TOBOPHUJI, UTO OHA CAMBI TAJIAHTJIMUBBINA BOP, KOTOPOTO €My MPUXOIUIOCH BUIETh. OT



ATOTO €€ OOJIbIle TIOOUTHh HE CTAIM — COBCEM HA00O0pOT. JIJIs Ipyrux BOPHUINEK OHA TTPEBPATUIIAChH
B CaMOIr0 HEHABUCTHOTO YEJIOBEKa, W MPHYMH TOMY OBUIO HECKOJBbKO. Bo-mepBbiX, oHa ObLia
JIEBUOHKOM, KOTOPOH yAaBajJoCh OOCTABIATH MAJBIHUIIICK, YTO BBI3BIBAJIO pa3apakeHue. Bo-BTOPBHIX,
BCE 3HAJM, 4TO [ OIpUK OTHOCUTCS K HEW MO-0COOCHHOMY — OH, KaK XOAWJIH CIIYyXH, OJapuBall €€
MHOKECTBOM MPUBWIETUMN U JlaXKe OTJaBayl OOJIBIIMKA MPOIEHT C HABOPOBAHHOTO, YEM JIPYTUM —
YTO BBI3BIBAJIO CUJIBHYIO 3aBUCTh. B-TpeTbUX, B TPUHAAUATH JIET €€ POCT OCTAHOBUJICS HA OTMETKE
CTO TPUILATH MSATh CAHTUMETPOB U JaJbIIE HE IIEJ, YTO MOCIYKUJIO TTOBOIOM JIJIsI U3J€BaTEIIbCTB.
lompuk HazpBan ee Kpomka Mwust unu Ilponsipa Musi, HO ocTajdbHblE MOIOOpaK €l Jpyroe
npo3suile — Menoub Mus, 4eM OIHOBPEMEHHO HACMEXAJUCh U HAJl €€ POCTOM, U HAaJ TEM, YTO
OHA MPUHOCUT B BOPOBCKOM JIOM TOJIBKO MEJIKUE JIEHBIH (IIPABIIOM 3TO HE SIBISJIOCH, HO HUKOMY J10
ATOTO Jiejia He OBLIO).

Bnpouem, I'ogpuk He ObUT K Hell Tak g00p, kKak BceM Kazanochb. OH BuaeaT B MuM MHOTO
BO3MOXHOCTEM, OTTOro TpeboBajl OT Hee Topa3fao OoJblero, 4eM OT ocTalbHBIX. OH
JNEUCTBUTENIBHO OTJIaBaJl €l OOoJIbIle TMPOIIEHTOB, OIHAKO BMECTE C TEM OTIPAaBIsJI €€ Ha Camble
CJIOKHBICE W PHUCKOBAHHBIC 3aJaHuA. Eciam ke OHa He COpaBiWIach WA OTKA3bIBAIACH
MMOBUHOBAThCSA, OH BCEIJIa 3Bajl €€ B KAOMHET, IJI€ YUTAJ JJIMHHBIE HOTAIlUU U, IPU HAJOOHOCTH,
3aXO/INJI HECKOJBKO Aaiblie. Tak, OHAXbl OHA MOIAajach CTPa)xe 3a OOHUM JejioM, U ['onpuk
3amyIaTuil JIOBOJIBHO OOJBINME JIEHBI'W, YTOOBI BHITAIMTH €€, Yero He ciaeial Obl HU JUIS KOTO
apyroro. OHa Bomuia B KaOMHET W TipeacTaia nepea [ompukom, cuaeBnmm 3a ctosioM. [lomHsB
B3TJISAJI, OH TYT K€ 3ayJbIOaICs.

— Most panocts, Kponika Must! Tel HakoHEI-TO 37€Ch. BBINISINIIL TpeKpacHo, OyATO HUYETOo
U He ObuT0. Pacckaxu, moxkanyiicta, Kak Tak CIy4usIoCh, UTO ThI MTOMAJIA K CTpake?

— Br1 Benb u Tak 3Haere, naas ['ogpuk, — noMmopumiace Musi.

— C gero ThI B3s1a?

— Bpsix v BbI HA y KOTO, KTO 3HAET, JI0 CUX MOP HE CIIPAIBAJIN.

— S cnpanmmBato ceityac. Y tebs. ['oBopu, goporasi.

— Huuero HeoObr4HOTO. MEHS 3a PyKYy CXBaTHJIH.

— CrpanHo... MHe Ka3zajaoch, ¢ TOOOM Takoro TOYHO HUKOTAa He mpousoiaer! Ckaxwu, a
MOYKET OBITh TaKOE, YTO ThI [103aPUJIACh Ha KOIIICJICK, JICKABIIMN HE B TOM KapMaHe?

Must nokarna rjiedamMu, HO OTpUIlaTh He cTaja — ObUIO SICHO, YTO ['0puKy M3BECTHO OOJIbIIE,
YeM €U CaMOoW.

— Tak k10 310 ObUT? — HactauBaji I oapuk. — TbI 3HACIIL UMS?

— CepkaHT noaunuu, — npousHeciia Mus nocne 3aMmuHku. — Jlapuyc, KaxxeTcs.

— VYry. Cepxkant J{apuyc. 9T0 UM Thl yCIbIIlIaia CETOIHS BIIEpBbIE?

— Jla.

— IlonsaTrHO... ThI BEOp 3HaEUb, 4YTO MEXAY MHOW U TIOJUIUEN €CTh HEKOTOPHIC
JOTOBOpPeHHOCTH? Sl UM IU1ady, a OHM MEHSI He TporarT. YToObI MOHSATH, KaK BCce paboTaeT, MHOTO
yma He Hano. M To, 4TO Tporarb MOJUIEUCKUX HE CTOUT, TOXE HM3BECTHO. Tak mMmo4yeMy Tbl
pemmIace Ha 3107

— Jsns T'ogpuk! — B cepanax BOCKIMKHYIIa Musi, HEpBbl KOTOPON OKOHYATEIBbHO CIIAJIH. —
Ho s Beap yxe BopoBania y NOJUIEUCKUX, U BBl HUYETO HE TOBOPUIIH!..
— Koneuno, s He roBopui. [loromy yTo ThI HE momajaiach — 3TO BO-MEPBBIX. A BO-

BTOPBIX... ThI 3Haellb, YePE3 KOro OCYIIECTBIISIFOTCA BCE MOU JIOTOBOPEHHOCTH C ITOJTUIIAEH?
Mus TsKeI0 B3JOXHYIA, TYT K€ JOTaJaBIINCh.
— Yepes cepxanra Jlapuyca?



— Uepes Jlapuyca, 1a, — COKOMHO KMBHYI OH. — TbI BceTia OblIa A0TaJIJTIMBOM JI€BOYKOM, U
s 1neHto 1ebs 3a 310. [loaToMy s 1 BepHyn T€0s ctona. Thl MOHUMAaEIb, YTO PaaX JIFOOOTO IPYroro s
ObI TaKk HE TMOCTYIUI?

— Jla. Criacu6o Bam, nsns ['oapuk.

— Iloxanyiicta, Moe cuacThe. Thl CEro/iHs, HaBEpHOE, MEPEHEPBHUYANA, a7

— ] crapanacek octaBaThCs CIIOKOWHOM.

— O 060xe! — ¢ ynbiOkoit BockaukHyn ['onpuk. — Jla Tel xosionHa kak cama 3uma! Bot! Bor
KaKuM JIOJDKEH ObITh HacTosAlnmil Bop! S ropxkych TeM, Kako Thl BeIpocia. Musi, s1 Obl OTHYCTHI
TeOs MPSAMO ceidyac, HO... YBBI, 51 He MOTy. ThI )K€ 3Haelb npaBuia. MHeE 3TO HE HpaBUTCS, HO TeOe
MPUAETCS EPETEPIETh MATIEHbKOE Haka3anue. [lomonaum.

Ona noponuia OauXe K CTONY, U OH MPOTSHYI €l MelloueK. 3anisiHyB BHYTpb, Must yBuaena
CyXOH TrOpoOX.

— B yron, noxkanyiicra, — npousHec ['ogpuk, cOCpeIoTOUEHHO T Ha Muto.

Ha ropoxe ona crosina okosio noayropa yacoB. Bece 31o Bpems ['oapuk npogoskain CUIAETh 3a
crtoiioM. OH 3aHUMAJICS CBOMMHM JeJaMH — JIaXKe yCIed MOeCTh — M IMOYTH He oOpallajl Ha Hee
BHUMaHUA. TOJBKO KOIJla OHAa HauyWHajda CIUIIKOM TPOMKO CTOHarh, OH MPOCHUJ €€ BECTU ceOs
notuie. Muormaa B kabuuet 3axommn aetu. OHu BuAean Muro, BUJIETH, YTO OHA CTOUT HA TOPOXE
B YIUIy, CJIBIILIAIMN €€ TUXUH I1ad. B TOT A€Hb 0 JOMY IPOHECIIACH BOJIHA PAJOCTH: JE€TH JIUKOBAJIH,
yto ['0iprK HAaKOHEI[ MOCTAaBUJI BRICKOYKY Ha M0100ato01ee MeCTO.

OnHaxko To ObUIO HE Xynliee U3 HakazaHui. MHorna oH 3amupain ee 0e3 ebl U BOIbI B MO/IBAJIE,
IJe JIepKan A0 TeX Mop, OKa OHAa HE MPU3HABAJIA BUHY M HE MOJIWJIA O MPOIEeHUH. YacTo B X0.
UUTA PO3TM WM CTajbHbIE TPyThsa. [0oapuk He moJsb3oBaics uMu cam. OH gaBan ux Mum u
ropopuit: «Cnaenaut, uro Hano». Torna Mus 1wia ¢ HUMUA K OTHOMY U3 CTApIMX, OTAABAJIA UX EMY U
CaMOCTOATENBHO OroJisijia CIIMHY — TaK €€ MPUYYUJIH.

A OmHAXIBI TPOU3O0ILIO COOBITHE, KOTOpoe Must 3a0bITh Tak W HE cMoOIIa. lorga e ObuIo
ceMHaauare Jer. OHa cujaena B OOIIEH KOMHATe W 4YMTajia, KOrja K HeW momouen OIvWH U3
CTapILIMX.

— Musi, — 1mo3Baj OH, U OHa OTBJIEKJIACh OT KHUTU. — ["OJIpuK XoueT TeOsi BUIETb.

Must ynuBuiIach: ObLIO Y€ BoceMb, a ['0puk He JIFOOUJ MPOBOUTH BCTPEUU TO3/IHEE IECTH.
TeMm He MeHee oHa OTIpaBuiIachk K ['0Jipuky 6€3 CriopoB.

B kabunere l'ompuk Haxomwicss Ha oAuH. HampoTUB HEro 3a CTOJIOM CHJEN TPY3HBIMU
My)XYMHa C MaJE€HbKHUMHU KPYIJIBIMM [Ja3aMd M aKKypaTHOM KOPUYHEBOW OOpOJIOH.
[TompuBeTcTBOBaB MIIO B CBOEH OOBIYHOM BEKIMBON MaHepe, [ OApUK MPeCTaBUI TOCTS:

— OTtoro mkeHTiIbMeHa 30ByT CrtuHrep. OH MOW XOpOILIMII 3HAKOMBIM, YEJIOBEK OYEHB
MPUATHBIA U JJOBOJIBHO BIIUSTEIILHBIMN.

— Pan 3HakomcTBY, — ckaszan CTuHrep, 1 Musi B OTBET HCIIOJITHUIIA MTOJTYIIOKJIOH.

— HW3BUHUTE, 4TO NpEPHIBAIO Ballle 3HAKOMCTBO... — OTBIEK uX lompuk. — l['ocnomun
CruHrep, MOTy st IOMIPOCUTH BaC BBIMTH 3a JBEPb U HEMHOTO MOJ0KIATh?

— EcTecT-HO, — JIMHYI OH U YIIEJ, HO TEePe]] CAMbIM BBIXOJAOM OKHHYI MHIO CTpaHHBIM,
MMOKAa3aBIIMMCS €1l OICHUBAIOIMM, B3TJISIJIOM.

— 3HauuT Tak, Mwus, — mnpousHec [oapuk, KOIrjla OHM OCTAIMCh HaeauHe. — TBoe
HETOCTYIIIAaHUE 3acTaBlIIeT MEHS OeCIOKOMThCSA Bce Oonbie. He 3Haro, 4ro Takoe ¢ ToOOMH
TBOPUTCSA, HO Thl BCE NPONOJDKACIIL HMCKarh JY4YlIME Jeja, a Korjga HMX HET — MPOCTO

6€3HCﬁCTBYCMB. 3a MECCAL, HACKOJBKO A 3HAI0, Thl U OJIM3KO HE BBHIITOJHMIIA HOPMBI, XOTs ¢ TBOUMU
CIIOCOOHOCTSIMH JOJIDKHA OBI IMPpUHOCUTL IOpa3ao oonpie... Urto K, 4 HC CCPIKYCh. Ho Bech Mecsn



ThI KWJIA IMOJ MOEM KPBIIIECH, MUTANIACh KYIUIEHHON MHOK €101, KOTOPYIO TOTOBHJI HAHSATHIA MHOO
noBap. JTO 3HAYUT, YTO Thl MHE JOJKHA, foporas Mus. A msmromika ['oapuk He TIOOUT JaBarh B
JOJIT, €ro CEpALE TPECKACTCS M PACKAJIBIBAETCA OT MBICIHM, YTO YTO-TO €ro celdac y KOIo-TO
apyroro. K cyacTelo, s Halllesl BBIXOJI: BCETO OJIHA HOUb, U AOJT OyJET yIjadyeH.

Must cpa3y noHsiia, 0 4eM peyb, OECIIOKONHO TJIHYJIAa Ha JIBEPh U IpoJieneTana:

— Hans 'onpuk, HeT!..

— Kak 310 — HeT? — HaxMypuJics OH, MMOJHSIICS M )l €M 3BOHKYIO MOIICUHNHY, a 32 HEU eIle
onny. — Tak Het? Wnu BoT Tak Het? HaBepHoe, Bce-Taku na. DTo OyneT Tede ypokoM. OTHECHCH K
HEMY CO BCeW cepbe3HOoCThio. M mro0e3Ho nenait Bce, 0 yeM rocnoguH CTHHTEp MOMPOCHUT. ThI
MoHsu1a?

Mus, 10 pacKpacHEBIIMMCS LIEKaM KOTOPOU TEKJIA CJE3bl, KUBHYIA. [ ONpUK KUHYI €U CBOM
HIEJTKOBBIA MJIATOK.

— BoITpucse. U B ciiegyronmii pa3 XHbI4b TOJIBKO IIOCIIE TOTO, KaK OH YCHET.

...Korma BopuIku BbIpacTalid, UX POCT YBEJIWUYMBAJICS, MPHITh YMEHbINATACh, U OHU OOJIbIIE
HE MOIVIM CHPABUTHCA C TOM pabOTON, KOTOPYIO BBIIOJIHSUIM paHblle. Te, KTo 100UBajcs ycrnexa B
IIAWKE M OCTABAJICSI B HEW M BO B3POCJIOM BO3PAaCTE, HAYMHAINA 3aHUMAThCA JCIaMHU IOKpPYITHEE,
Bpozie Tpalekeil Wiu ImaHTaxka. Mus &e u3-3a CBOETO MAJCHBKOTO POCTa JaK€ B ABAAIATH JIET
ocTaBajach BCero Juib Bopulikoi. C romamu y Hee cHOpPMHUPOBAICS MPOTUBHBIA M YIPSIMBINA
XapakTep, W OHA BCE Yalle pyrajach C JIIOIbMU BOKPYI, BKJIO4Yasg M loapuka — W Jaxke
MTOCTOSSHHBIE HAaKa3aHHS €€ HE OCTAaHABIMBAJIW. BEpOATHO, MPUYMHON TOMY IMOCITYKHIIO TO, YTO
JIETH BUJCIHM B HEM TAKOTO e peOeHKa U HE YBaXKaJlM Kak CTapiiyto, ['onpuk BUiel B HEHl Ty ke
MAaJIEHbKYIO BOPHUILIKY U HE MO3BOJISJI €1 3aHUMAThCSl HUYEM, IOMUMO MEJIKUX KpaX, a OIHOTO/IKH,
4acTh KOTOPBIX JIaBHO 3a0pOCHUJIa BOPOBCKYIO JIEATEIIBHOCTh, BCTpEUas €€, MPOJO0JIKaIU UIyTUTh U
usaesarbes. Jlaxe mnsa Camam — ee ObIBILIEr0 MEHTOpa — KU3Hb CIIOKUJIACh BIIOJIHE CHOCHO: B
CEMHA/IIATh JIET OH YIIIeJ U3 BOPOBCKOTO IOMa, OTKYIUBIIMCH, U YCTPOUJICS B TOPOACKON OaHK, TJe
CTaJI 3aHUMAThCsl CYETOBOACTBOM 3a HEIUIOXHE JAEHBIU. Bece 3TO mpuBeno Kk Tomy, yto Mus crana
MHOTI'O IIUTh Y YaCTO IPOBAJIIMBATh 3aJaHus. [ OpUK y)K€ U HE 3HAJ, KaK €€ IPUCTPYHUTH, BElb
HaKa3aHus Kak OyJTO TOJbKO YCHJIMBAIHN €€ HEMOCTyIIaHue.

B onun u3 nHeit Mus Hanuiach cHiibHEEe 0OBIMHOTO U sIBWJIACHh K ['0puKy B KaOWHET, YTOOBI
cka3arb, 4ro yxomuT. OH npuHsn ee 0e3 BUAMMOIO pasJpaxkeHus, 4YTO ObUIO JeJIOM
MpUMEYaTeIbHbIM: BCE BCTPEUM OH OOBIMHO IJIAHUPOBAJ, a CHOHTAHHOCTh €My HE HPABUJIACH
a0COJIIOTHO. YcnblnaB, 4To Musi coOupaeTcs yiTH W3 MIANKW W HadaTh HOBYIO >KU3Hb, [ onpuk
pacctpouics. CHauana OH MOMBITAJICS NEPEYyOeIUTh €€ — TOBOPHII, YTO TOJIBKO C HUM Yy HEE €CTh
MEPCIEKTUBBL, YTO HOBYKO JKM3Hb MOKHO Hauarb U TYT. ['OBOpWJI OH IpU 3TOM MATKO M, Kak
Ka3aJjo0Ch, CTapajcs He JaBUThb, HO Mus Bce TTOBTOpsIA, UYTO YHJIET, U COBEPIIEHHO HE CIIYIIAJa.

— Mus, netouka, Tl bsiHa. BepHUCH K ce0e, TPOCIUCh, a 3aBTPa Mbl CHOBA ITOTOBOPHUM.

— Moxer, s ¥ nbsiHa, — 3asBUJIa OHA, — HO BCE paBHO... Bee, ['ogpuk. /lemai uyro xouemn, a
s TOILIA.

lompuk HeHamoaro 3amonyan. Markast yaelOKka CIioj3ia ¢ ero ryo, Oposu Hamnpsamiuch. Korma
OH 3arOBOPHJI, €TO T'OJIOC TOXKE U3MEHMJIICS: CTAJI CEPbE3HBIM, TUXUM, JAXKE YIPOKAIOLIIM.

— Yero Tbl 0€3 MEHS CTOUIIb, MEJIKasi TBApb? — IMPOU3HEC OH, CMOTpPS €il B miaza. — Tkl
BCETO JIMIIb JAcIIieBKa. Menkas BopoBka. Tl qymaelib, Thl Ha moXoM Mecte? Hert, Ha HEM Te JeTH,
KOTOpBIE HE CIIPaBUIIUCH C OTOOPOM. BONBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX, HABEPHOE, yXKE MOAOXIIO U JIEKUT TIe-
TO B KaHaBaX. Tbl IOMHUIIb WX, a? A TOMHHUIIb, KeM Thl ObUTa 0 MeHs? Korga Tel mpunnia, y Te0s
JUI0 ObUIO CIUJIONIL B CHHSIKAX M ccaauHax. TeOs uzbuBanu qoma, aa? Iloatomy Thi coexana? Ot



TE€X pOIUTENEH Thl OTKa3alach. Tenepp 1 — TBOW HACTOSIIMN poauTelb. S nan Tede Bce, Haydn
TeOs1 BceMy. S Hayuun Tebs 3apabarsiBaTh AeHbIU. M THI OKa3anach TakoW HeOIaromapHoil CyKow,
Mus. Kem 1b1 Oynens 6e3 meHs? S ckaxy: YIUYHOM HIBaliblo, OOBIYHOW MeEIKOM Mpasbio. Tbl
HUKOMY He cnanack. Hukomy.

Heckonmpko cexyna Mwusi Oynro He peardpoBaia. 3aTeM OHa pPe3KO IoJajiach BIIEpel |
mmonyna [ompuky B nuio. OH cpa3y 3aModall, J0CTald M3 KapMaHa IJIaTOK, BHITEP IUICBOK C
IIEKH, TIOTHSIICS CO CTYJIa, BRIKUHYII BIIEpE]l PYKY U YCTPEMUJ YKa3aTelbHbBIN Tajell Ha IBepPb.

— Yowupaiics. 1 mocrapalics cienarb Tak, YTOObI HU 5, HU MOH JIFOAU OOJIbIle HE BUASTH TEOs
B ropore. Muavye To, uyTo ¢ TOOOHW Jemanu pOAUTENH, U TO, KaK s HaKa3bBal TeOs TMpexIe,
noKakeTcs: Tebe cTapoi u Jo0poil CKa3koi. A eclii Thl KOTJa-HUOYIh PENUIIb CaMOCTOSTEIBHO
BEPHYTHCS, TO 3HAM, YTO BKAJIBIBATh ThI Oy/IEIL HE B BOPOBCKOM JIOME, a B ToposickoM Oopaene. U s
C T€0s1 MHOTO€ MMOMMEIO0, IOTOMY YTO Thl XOTh U B3pOCiiasi, HO CTOAMIILCS JTIOOUTENSAM MoMJIa e, A
TeTeph MOIIa BOH.

VYike depe3 HeCKOJIbKO YacoB Must coOpajnia cBOM HEMHOTOUMCJICHHBIC MOKUTKU U MMOKUHYIIA
BOPOBCKOH JIOM, a 3aTeM M TOPOJI, TaKe€ HU C KEM He TMompon@Bmmch. OHA OTIPaBIIIACh BIEpE 1O
TPaKTy, He TIPEACTABIAs, KyJla KOHKPETHO UJIET — Jia ¥ el Toraa ObUIO BCe paBHO, kyna. [lapy pas
OoHa 000paunBaiach, M BO B3MIAJE, YCTPEMIICHHOM Ha TOPOJ, B KOTOPOM OHA TaK W HE Halia ceos,
OyieBaia sipoCTb.



[ 1aBa yerBeprasi: Bcrpeua

YaanuBumchs 0T BepxHux XoJIMOB Ha MHOKECTBO KHJIOMETPOB, Mus CBEepHyJa ¢ TpakTa U
OKa3aJachb Ha Y3KOM JecHoM Tporre. [1lia oHa mecTeie CyTKH, a HOYM IPOBOAMIIA B MPUIAOPOKHBIX
TaBepHax, TJ€ OHA K TOMY K€ 3aKynajach OyThUIKAMU KPEMKOIro, KOTOPhIC BBIMWBAJIA B IYTH.
HeoxxuianHo oHa yclblajia JOHOCUBIIMICA U3 Yany HU3KUM Tyin. CHadana Must mogymana, 4yTo
TaK BOET KaKOM-TO 3BEpb, HO BCKOpE Iyl MPUOOpPEN YETKOCTb, U OHA MOHsJIA, YTO ATO YEH-TO
HU3KUW TOJIOC HAaNeBaeT KaKoW-TO MOTHUB. Mus Oblla clieTKa MbSHA W MNPEUCIOJHEHA JTyXOM
(daTanMCTUYECKOrO aBaHTIOPU3Ma, U €W, B CYIIHOCTH, ObUIO TUIeBaTh, OAHAUT 3TO WU KTO-TO
ApYroui, MpeICTaBIAIONMNA OMaCHOCTh — OHAa ObUIa TOTOBAa BCTPETUTH JIOOYIO HaMacTh H,
BEpOSITHO, Jaxe yMEpeTh (M0 KpalHEHd Mepe, €l B TOT MOMEHT Tak Ka3zanoch). OmHAKoO YBUJIEB
nepes; co0oi EBITUMETPOBOTO BelIMKaHa, KOTOPBIM, 3aKpbIBas JTUIIO PyKaMU, C TOCKJIMBBIM BUIOM
HaleBaeT JETCKYI MECHI0, OHa 3acTbula OT yauBieHUs. OMNbSHEHHE TYyT K€ MPOIUIOo, a
npoOyIUBILIMIACS CTpax Mpu3Bajl OeaTh Kak MOXHO Jaiblie. TeM He MeHee Musi He CABUHYIIACH C
MecTa. «Yepr BO3BMH, — IMOAyMana OHA, MOYTH CHOPABUBUIACH CO CTPaxoM, — BOT 3TO
crpaumnuine! OHo gaxe netb ymeer. [locMOTprUM, MOKET, OHO U HE 3aX0UYET MEHS COXKPATHY.

— D-31! — rpOMKO KpUKHYJA OHA.

Benukan yOpan pyku OT JIdIla ¥ CTajl YAUBICHHO Pa3IJisIbIBaTh 3€MJIIO BHU3Y.

— K10 3T0? — cnpocui oH, Oo-NIPEKHEMY NBITAsACh Pa3bICKaTh TOro, KTO €ro 3Baji. Hakonen
OH IOCMOTPEJI IPSMO IO HOTU U yBUJIeJI MU0, KOTOpasi, CJI0KUB PYKU HA IPYIU, INISAAETIA HA HETO
C KpallHE CEPbE3HBIM, JIa’KE€ TPO3HBIM BBIPAKECHUEM JIMIIA.

— Yo noemumb? — cupocuiia OHa, KaXKeTCs, C IPETEH3UEH.

BenukaH nedanbHO B3JOXHYJI U, TPOUTHOPHUPOBAB €€ BOMPOC, TPOU3HEC:

— TbI uero xouemns?

— A 4to0BI K TeOe TOMOWTH, 00s3aTeIbHO HY)KHO HMETh Kakoe-To neno? CMoTpro, ThI
JICJIOBOM BEJUKAH... A s, MOXKET, TPOCTO MOOOJITATH XOUY.

Benukan ymnuBmics. Bropoit pa3 B KM3HM KTO-TO HE MOOOSUICS €ro M Ja)ke 3aBell ¢ HUM
pasroBop, HO ciydail ¢ Hopoli moka ObUl CIMIIKOM SPOK B €ro MaMsTH, MO3TOMY OH BOCIPHHSII
3asBieHue Muu 6e3 oco0oi pagocTu.

— Jlyume yxoau, — cka3an oH. — OT MeHsI OJHU Oepl. . .

— Koneuno! — ycmexnynace Musi. — Tl ce0sa-to Bunen? B Tebe Tpu noma pocty. TBoe
npu3BaHue — O€/Ibl TPUHOCUTB!

— He xouy Takux npusBaHuii! — ropbKO BOCKJIMKHYJI BEJIMKAaH, MAXHYB PYKOM.

— Twume, Tuie, Tuile, — npodopMoTtana Mus, oTCTynuB Ha mar. — Tbl yero 3aBesncs? Urto-
TO CIYyYUJIOCh, YTO JIU?

— Jla. Ciiyuniiock, — MpayHO NOATBEPIUI OH.

— Tak pacckasbiBail. BpeMeHU y MEHsI HaBaJIOM. ..

Benukan B3mIsiHYN Ha Hee ele pa3. Ee nuio nokasanock emy He 0c000 J0OpoKenaTeabHbIM,
HO OH IOYYBCTBOBAJI TaKOE€ CHUJIBHOE >KEJIaHUE MONEIUTHhCS CBOEM O€eloil XOThb C KEM-TO, 4TO
oonpiie He caepxkuBaicsa. OH pacckazan o Hope, o mporyiakax 1o Jiecy, pa3roBopax, 0 TOM, KaK
nonsen Hopy, o ToM, kak ObUT BeIHYXKIEH yiTH. [loka mamuics ero pacckas, OH Jeiajics Bce 0oJee
YIPIOMBIM, a IO KOHEL OISATh 3aKPbUI JINIIO PYKAMMU.

— MHe HUKTO TaK He JI0BepsIl, — 3aKOHYMJI OH CBOIO UCTOpHIO. — A ... Eciu Obl g He ObIN



TaKUM... Eciii OBl 51 ObIT YEITOBEKOM. ..

— Tld!.. Yenoexom? Jltogum — Mep3KHe CBOJIOYH, — BAPYT ckazana Musi. — TwI TpocTO UX
JI0X0 3Haenb. J[a u kakoe Tebe 10 Hux aeno? OHM s TeOsl BCEro JUIb OyKalllKu — Kak JJIs
MeHs MypaBbu. Bot, cmoTpu! — U oHa nipuHSsIach TONTATh 3€MJII0, OYATO TOIMYET MYpPaBhEB.

— A cama TbI KTO? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS BEJIUKAH.

— 51 — denoBeK U €CTh, — XMBIKHYJIAa OHA, OCTAHOBUBIIMCH. — HUKTO TeOe dyecTHee MeHs
PO JIIOAEH HE CKa)XKeT. 3HACIllb, HA YTO JIFOAW TOTOBBI IOWUTH PAaJM JAKE CAMOW MEJKOW BBITOJbI?
VYkpacTth, orpabuTh, yOUTh... JIETKO! A €Clii KTO-TO OT HUX OTJIUYAETCS, KaK Thl UJIH s, HAIPUMED,
TO OHU MX BOOOIIE HCTPEOUTH MBITAIOTCS, TIOTOMY YTO YEPTOBBI TPYCHI!

— U 1B1 Takan?

— Ilourn. Tebe, MOXKET, HE BUIHO, HO S IO JIFOACKMM MEpPKaM O4YeHb MajieHbKas, XOTb U
B3pocias. Tak 4To HaTepIenach s He MEHbIIE TBOEr0, 3TO YK TouHO. Kak TBoe uMs, 310pOBAK?

— Hery y mens ero.

— Kaxk Tax? Taxoit 00JbIIoN, a UMEHU JI0 CUX IOP HET? — U3/IeBATEIhCKU YCMEXHYJIACh OHA.

BenukaH MIMBITHYJI HOCOM.

— JlagHo, nmaaxo... JlaBaii s Tebe mpsiMo cervac ums Jam. «Maslin moaouaeT?

— IHouemy 310 «Manbin?

— Ilotomy uTo 3T0 cMemmHO! MeHst 30ByT Mus. bynem 3nakomMbl, Masbim!

Ona BbITSHYIa pyKy BBepX. CHauana BEJIMKAaH HE IOHUMAJ, 4YE€ro OHa XO4eT, HO OHa
MPOAOJIKAJIA TAHYTh PYKY, M TOTAA OH OMYCTHUJI YKa3aTeJbHBIN Majell 1 OCTOPOKHO MPUKOCHYIICA K
ee JaJoHu. Muu mpu 3TOM MOYyIUIIOCh, OyITO OHA KOCHYJIACh HE KOXKHU, a TPy0Oi JyOOBOM KOPBHI.

— OX... BoT eciu ObI 51 MOT KUTb CpeJiy JIIOACH. .. — MPOCTOHAJ BEJIMKAH, yOUpas pyKy.

— To1 miyxoit? — Bo3myTuiack Mus. — S e cronbko Tede nmpo Hux pacckaszaia! Jla Tel u
caM Y)Ke MOHsUI, YTO UM He HYKeH. 1 Tebe Bce ellle XoueTcst Cpe/id HUX KUTh?

— Ho Hopa He Takasi, kak Tbl roBopulib. OHa Xopoimasi. 51 Obl XOTEN CTaTh YEJIOBEKOM U JKUTh
C TaKUMHU JIFOIBMH, KaK OHa. MBI OBI TYIISJIA, pa3roBapuBajid, HA OT KOTO HE MPATAIUCH... DX... —
CHOBa MMPOCTOHAJI OH.

Muto ero 6ecroMoIHOCTh Havaia pa3paxarh. 3aKaTHUB TJla3a, OHA CKa3aja:

— Wu ciiomaii napy 1epeBbeB U YCIIOKOMCSL.

— 3adeM 3T0? — HE MOHST BEJIUKAaH.

— Yto0sI ocThITh. Tebe moliieT Ha moak3y. [IpocTo momoiu kK AepeBy U caenai BOT Tak! —
Ona ynapuna no Bo3nyxy. — Jlasait. oy k Tomy nepeBy!

BennkaH HEMHOro moMeInJI, BCE K€ MOMHSJICS W TOJOIICN K COCHE, Ha KOTOPYIO OHa
yKazasna.

— Teneps MOAHUMHU KYJIaK BBEPX...

BenukaHn nogHsuI KyJak.

— Pa3smaxauce... u oeii!

BenukaH pazmaxHyics U BRIOPOCHII Kyllak Brepen. B Tom mecte, Kyna npuiiesncs yaap, CTBOJ
pazJyieTescs B MIENKU, U COCHA CIIOKUJIACh MOMOJaM. YBUJIEB, KaKOM CUJION 00nagaeT 3TOT TMTaHT,
Mus BOpyr 3acThUIa, a B €€ IJ1a3axX BCIBIXHYJA KaKasg-TO CTPaHHasI UCKpa.

— Iloneryano? — nmouHTEpECOBAIACH OHA 3aMCKUBAIOIIMM TOHOM.

— He 3nar0, — mo’xan oH mJjieuyaMu.

— Huuero, uuuero. [Tomoxer. [Tpoaoskaii!

Benukan ctan XoauTh 1O JIECY M KPYIIMTh BCE AEPEBBS MOAPsA. Mus cTtapaiach JiepKarbCcs 3a
€ro CINMHOW W, KOrjJa OH OWJI, 3aKkpblBajlach pyKaMH, 4ToObl B HEE HE YroJujo KYCKOM OT



pasiereBlierocs Jepera. HaOmromas, oHa penmiaa, 4YTO HE BOCIHOJIb30BarbCsi CHIIOW H
yCTpaIAlOIMM BHIOM BeJIMKaHA 10 CBOEMY YCMOTPEHHIO — caMasi OOJIbIIas IIyMoCTh, KaKyl0 OHA
TOJIBKO MOKET COBEPIMTH B KU3HMU.

YcTaB KpynmTh JieC, BEIMKAH yCEJCS Ha 3eMJir0. Mus BcTajga psSgoM C €ro HOrou, 4yTh
o0aymarna, 4To OyJaeT TOBOPUTH, U CIIPOCHIIA:

— Ckaxku, ThI IIpaBJa XOYEIlb CTaTh YEJIOBEKOM?

— Jla, — yecTHO nipu3Haicd Beiaukad. — OueHb xouy. bosbie Bcero apyroro.

— A ecinu g CKaxy, 4TO 3Har0 c1oco0?

— IIpaBna? — yCTaBUJICS OH HA HEE KPYIJIbIMU IJ1a3aMHU.

— Koneuno! — ynweiOHymace ona. — Sl 3Haro, kak TeOe cTarh 4yenoBekoM. U pacckaxy,
€CIIH. ..

JloroBopuTh OHa HE ycmena, Tak Kak paJOoCTHBIA BEJIMKaH OECIEPEMOHHO B3sJI €€ 3a Iuiall,
MOJIOKMJI K ce0e Ha J1aJ0Hb, TOAHSIT U TIPUIKAJI K CBOEH IIeKe, 00OpOoCIIel )KECTKOM METUHOM.

— Otnyctu MeHst! — 3arnporecToBasia Mus, 3aKpbIBasiCh pyKaMU OT €T0 KOJIOYHUX BOJIOC. —
OTIrycTH, THI MHE IJ1a3a BBIKOJENIb!

Benvkan mociylmmHO OmycTWII €€ Ha 3eMI0. Mus momnpasBujia B3bEPOUIMBIIMECS BOJOCHI U
THEBHO ITOTPO3MJIa BEJIMKAHY HAJIbLIEM.

— Huxorna Oonbine He xBarait MeHsi 0e3 pazpemienus! Ilonsin? S1 e moroBopmia... Sl
pacckaxy Tebe, Kak CTaTh YeJIOBEKOM, €CIIU Thl Oy/elIb AeNIaTh BCE, UTO 51 CKAXY.

— Sl moHs1, — KUBHYII OH COBCceM 0e3 pa3zaymuii. — S Oyay aenars.

— Mononen, Manpi. Torma s, moxanyii, cocTaBito Tede cxemy, YTOObI ThI MOJTYUIIe TTOHSLI,
YTO TAKOE OBITH YEIIOBEKOM. ..

Ona nonoOpaia ¢ TpaBbl YIABIIYIO MAJIKy U HaYepTUJIa Ha Tojoi 3emiie nuudpy 1, a 3a Helt
HANucama: «3JI0CTh». BelukaH uynurars HE yMEII, TaK 4TO IMPOCTO CMOTPEI Ha BCE 3TO C UHTEPECOM
Y HUKaK HE KOMMEHTHUPOBAIL.

— 3nocth! — o03Byursia Musi. — BOT 4TO ThI HOJKEH UCHBITHIBATh, KOTAA TeOE KTO-TO HE
HpaBUTCA. Thl JOJDKEH 3aXOTETh CIOMarb €ro TOYHO TaK Ke, Kak JioMal Te€ AepeBbs. JIromu 3To
YYBCTBO KaXKJIbI IEHb UCIIBITHIBAIOT. TeOe KTo-HuOyah HE HpaBUTCS?

— Ara, — OTBeTWJI BeJIUKaH. — 10, KaKoil s OOJIBIION.

JInio Muu niepexkocusio oT pa3apakeHUs.

— DTO pa3Be «KTO-TO»? S TOBOPIO O TOM, KOTO MOKHO CJIOMarh, a He... Kxwm, maano. Takoro
Mbl TOTOM Haitaem. [lepexonum ko BTopoMy nyHKTY. — CHH3Y «3J10CTH» OHA HapucoBasia nudpy
2, moAmucala — «ITOM3M», 3aTeM MOSCHWIA: — OJTOM3M — 3HA4uT 3a00Ta 0 cebe OmHOM.
WHTepecsl U KenaHus Ipyrux Teds Tporarb He NOJDKHBL M Bce B 9TOM MHpe Ha camMoM Jeje —
srousM. Jlaxke eciau Thl Jiejaellb 4TO-TO JUIsl APYTUX, Thl BCE PABHO JieNaellb 3TO it ceds. A eciu
BJPYI' MHTEPECHI KOTO-TO MPOTHBOMOJIOKHBI TBOUM, TO Thl JOJDKEH HCIBITHIBATH K HEMY 3J10CTb.
Buanmb, kak B JIIOICKOM MHUpE Bce cBsizaHO? Jlajmee — aia4HOCTb... WU KaJHOCTh, €CJIU TO-
npocTtoMy. TeGe JOKHO XOTEThCS BCE, YTO MOXKHO MOJIYUUTh, IPU ATOM Jlaxke OOJIbIle, 4eM Tebe
Ha camoM Jene Hano. OTcrofa BeITEKAeT MyHKT 4 — 3aBUCTh. ECIM ThI BAPYT BUIHIIIb, UTO Y KOTO-
TO XOTbh 4ero-HUOY/b OOJbIIe, YeM Yy Te€Os, Thl EMY 3aBUyellb. W, KOHEUHO K€, 3JUIILCA. A caMble
YeJIOBEUHBIC 3aBUIYIOT JIaXK€ TEM, Yy KOTO YEro-TO MEHBIIEe, YeM Y HUX, TOTOMY YTO Y HUX BOOOIIE
XOTh YTO-TO €CTh, U CaMbIM YE€JIOBEYHBIM 3TO H€ HpaBuTcs!.. Thl 3aIOMHHAaEIIb, YTO 5 TOBOPIO,
Manpim?

— Jla, kaxxercs... A 3TO TOYHO MHE TOMOXET?

— Tebe Besb HY)KHO CTaTh TaKUM, KaK MbI, IPaBUILHO?



— HaBepHoe... — HeyBEpEeHHO NMPOU3HEC OH.

— Hy Bot! [loMmoxeT, koneuno! IIponomkaem. [locneqnuii IyHKT — 3TO JIeHb. Mbl — JIFO/IN
— TOCTOSIHHO JeHuMcsi. Ham jumie Obl Jieub U Jieka ToJiydaTh BCE, YTO €CTh Ha 3TOM CBETE.
Tonbko BOT Hac Mpeciielyl0T BCAKUE 3a00ThI, KOTOPhIE MEIIAIOT TaK KUTh. Hy>)KHO TpaTuTh CUIIBI U
BpeMsi, 3apalaThiBaTh Ha €Iy U BCSKOE Takoe... Ho W kK 3TOMy MBI ajlaniTUpyeMcs U HaulnHaeMm
nenarb Bce Haubojee MpOCThIM CIIOCOOOM — IO KpailHEeld Mepe, caMble YMHBIE U3 HAC >KUBYT
uMeHHO Tak. Camoe OOJbIIOE OTKPOBEHUE KU3HU TAKOE: IIyMble pabOTarOT, 3aCEBAIOT MOJIS;
YMHBIE IPUXOIAT HA MOJISI TIYIBIX U MTOKUHAIOT IJI0AbL. Tenepb MOBTOPHU 3TO.

— I'niynibie paboTaroOT. .. YMHBIE IPUXOJST. . .

— W noxwunatot miogel. [a!.. Bce mpocto. BelydruB 3T OCHOBBI M IPUMEHUB UX HA TPAKTHUKE,
ThI CTaHEIIIb HACTOSAIMM Y€JIOBEKOM — M 3TO uKcTeias npapaa! Bot Tak...

Bapyr oHa ymonkia W JEpHYIa TOJIOBy BBEPX M B CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO XHWIIHAs MTHULA,
yCIbIIaBIIas 100bMy. Bennkan Xxoren ObLIO COPOCUTH, MoueMy Musi ocTaHOBUJIACh, HO OHa
3HAKOM BeJielia COOMI0IaTh TUIIMHY U MPOJOJDKHIIIA COCPEAOTOUYEHHO CIIYIIATh.

— ThI cipiIMIb? — cOpoCcUiia OHa yepe3 MruoBenune. — Komeca.

U BepHO, CO CTOPOHBI JOPOTU IOHOCUJICS MOHOTOHHBIN CTYK KOJIEC.

— 4 cOeraro moOCMOTPIO, 94TO Be3yT. Thl CUIU 3/1€Ch M HUKYAA HE Jepramcs.

Tyr xe oHa ycTpemuiace K nopore u wucuesna. [loka oHa oOTCyTCcTBOBaja, BEJIWKaH
pa3IyMmbIBal Haj ee cioBamu. Bce, 4To oHa 0OBsICHsIA, BEJIMKAH HE COBCEM IMOHHMMAaJ, HO OHA
rOBOpHJIA C TaKOM YBEPEHHOCTHIO, YTO OH BCE-TAaKU MOBEPHJI B €€ CIOCOOHOCTb CJeiarh €ro
YEJIOBEKOM.

Ckopo Mus Bo3BpaTuiachs.

— Tam nmoBo3ka! — BOCKIIMKHYNIa OHAa. — Be3yT kakou-To mpoBHAHT, moxoxke. OTiandHas
BO3MOKHOCTh INPOBEPUTH TBOE CTPEMIICHUE CTaTh YEJIOBEKOM. Thl NMOMHHUIIb MPO 3aBUCTh U
aTYHOCTH? Y HUX €CTh TO, Yero HeT y Hac. UTo HaJo AenaTh?

OH ckOH(]YXEHHO MOKaN MICYaMH.

— OTHATH y HUX 9TO, TypHas TBOs rojosa! Maem, Thl pacKuIaeIb dTUX JIIOTUIIEK U 3a0epelib
ITOBO3KY.

— Packunaro? — pactepssHHO YTOUHUI BEJIUKAH.

— Nmenno. Pazo3nucek Ha HuUX Kak caenyeT! [lomum.

OHa noBena BeJiMKaHa 3a cO00, U OHM BBIIILIH K MECTY, TJI€ BCKOPE JOJKHA OblTa MOKa3aThCs
nmoBo3ka. Korga oHa mosiBUIach, BEJIMKAH MPATAJICA 32 JIEPEBbSIMA METPax B COPOKA OT JOPOTH, a
Mus cTosia y €ro HOT. 3a MOBO3KOH, 3alPSHKEHHOW MYIIOM, CHJICNI OJWH YEJIOBEK, a MO3aJH IUIH
IBOE JIPYTUX.

— Bce, Bniepen, — npukaszana Mus. — Pa3gaBu ux, xBaTau IIOBO3KY, U YXOIAUM.

BennkaH KMBHYI, HO C MECTA HE CABUHYJICS HA HA METP.

— D! Tl capImMnIb, HET? — TOJKHYJA ero Hory Mus. — Wau yxe!

Omna craJa TOJIKaTh HOTY €Ille CUJIbHEE, HO HUUEro 3TUM He JOOUJIaCh.

— Tsl 4TO, HE Xouemb cTarh 4enoBeKOM? — OTCTyNMMB, OHA KaK MOIJIA BBICOKO 3ajipalia
rOJIOBY M B3IJISIHYJIA €EMY B JIUIIO.

— Xouy, — cka3an BequkaH. — Ho g He mory Tak... 310 Begp... He mory s, Mus.

— To1 mamns! — pazosnunack oHa. — JlagHo. S cama pazdepych. OT TeOs TpedyeTcs TOIBKO
OJHO — KOTJAa s OTBJIEKY WX Ha ce0s, BO3bMHU TOBO3KY M BEPHHCh Ha TO MECTO, INI€ MBI
BCTPETUINUCH. ThI BCE MOHSII?

BenvkaH KUBHYIL.



[TonanesBIIMCH, YTO OH JCUCTBUTEIBHO MOHSJI CBOK 3ajady, MHsS B3bEpOILIMIIA BOJIOCHI,
MOJHSJIA TOPCTh C 3€MJIM W HCIadkaja e OfexkIy. 3areM OoHa mpoOekalach Mo KPYry, YTOOBI
HEMHOTO 3albIXaThCs, U BbIOEkana Ha Jopory. JKaioOHBIM roJIOCOM OHA cTajia KpuuaTh, 4YTO Ha €€
Opara Hamaju BOJIKM, W 3BaTb JIOAEM y MOBO3KM 3a cobOoii. Te nBoe, 4yTo NUIM C3ajH,
MEePeNISIHYIUCh, KYITHJINCh Ha €€ BpaHbe U MOOEKAJIM 3a HEeH, a TOT, UTO CUJIENI 3a BOXKKAMH, TaK U
OCTaJICS Ha MECTe, HE COOMPasCh MOKUAATH TPY3.

[Tponwio rae-To NOIMHUHYTHI, KOTAa OCTABIIMICA B OIMHOYECTBE YEIIOBEK BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJ,
YTO IO KOJIECAMM 3arpsciach 3€MJIId, W CTall TPEBOKHO OIVIAIBIBATHCS. My, yCIbIIABIIMMA
TSDKEJIbIE IArd eIe /10 XO35SMHA, OCTAHOBHWJICS W Hadan OecrokoiHo (wipkars. Bapyr demoBex
YBUJIEI, KAaK MEX]y JE€PEBBEB MPSIMO U3 BO3/lyXa BBIPACTAIOT JBA TOJCTHIX CTBOJA. lIONHAB B3I,
OH C TPETNETOM IIOHSJ, YTO 3TO HUKAKUE HE CTBOJIBL, & BEJIMKAHbU HOTHU. TYT )K€ K HEMY ITOTSHYJIAChH
orpomHas pyka. I[Ipexne dyem oOHa cxBaTuja IMOBO3KY, YEJOBEK YCIIEN COCKOYMTH BHHU3. YIaB
CIIMHOW HAa 3€MJII0, OH 3aKPhUI INIa3a U BBICTABUJI BIepea pyku. [IoTOM OH yciblman rpoMOniacHOe
«IPOCTUTE», TPECK W TPOMKHE YHAISAIONMECS Iard. PenmBHIMCH pPacKphITh MIaza 4epe3 mapy
MTHOBEHUM, OH YBHJEJ, YTO Mpomajl M BEJIWKaH, U MOBO3Ka. Myl mpuToM yOeraia mo Jopore
BIIEPEJI, OCTABJISAA 32 COOOW MpOMaxaHHbIE JIUHUUA OOJIOMAHHBIMU KPETJIEHUSIMH OT MOBO3KH, UTO
OCTAJINCh HA €r0 CIIMHE U BOJIOYHUIUCH IO 3EMIIE.

Benukan BepHylcs B Ha3Hau€HHOE MeCTO. [10710°KMB MOBO3KY Ha 3€MIIIO, OH YCEJICS PSAIOM U
cTaj xkJaath. Uepes3 AecITOK MUHYT 00bSABUIIACH U3PSAIHO ycTaBias Mus. Te, koTopbie moOexxanu 3a
HEel, OKa3aJMCh TYMOBaTbIMU: OHU JOJIFO HE MODIM JOTajarhes, yTo Mus yBOIUT MX HE K Oparty,
nomnagsmieMy B Oemy, a nogaibine OT rpy3a. OHU Bce mpeciefoBaiM €€, oka Muu He yaaioch
CKPBIThCA, TIETJISASA MO Jiecy. BepHyBIMCh, OHA Cpa3y k€ KUHYIACh K MOJHOW MEIIKOB MOBO3KE U
CTajla ee ocMarpuBarb. HEMOHATHO OTKyJa B €€ pyKe€ BO3HUK MaJCHbKUU HOX, U OHA pacnoposia
MM OIMH u3 MemkoB. OTTyna MOCHIIANOCh 3€pHO. MHSL pPacCTPOEHHO B3J0XHYJa — OHa
paccuMThiBaJIa Ha OoJiee LIEHHBIM Tpy3. Benukan ke cran pa3misablBaTh MEUIKU C OOJIBIIMM
uHTepecoM. OONMM3HYB MaJell, OH CYHY €r0 B JILIPKY, TaK YTO 3€PHO MPHIIMILIO K KOXE, TTOIHEC KO
pTy u monpo6oBai. [locae 3TOro oH MoAHsUT BeCh MEIIOK U BHICHIIANl OCTaBIIIeeCs 3€pHO ceOe B POT.

— Kak TbI enib 310?.. — ckopunnack Must. — JTO0 e HaJ0 TOTOBUTb.

— JlaBaii IpUTOTOBUM, — MPEJJIOKUI BEIUKAH, HE UMEBIIMIA HUKAKOrO MOHSATHUS O TOM, KaK
CJIETyeT TOTOBUTH 3€PHO.

— Hy yx Het. I'oToBUTh — 370 padborars. HamomHu-Ka, 4ro s Tebe 00 3ToM ropopuia?

— Paborars — ns1 cnmalblX, — BCIOMHUJ BEJIMKaH, OTOPOCUII OT ce0sl MyCTOW MEIOK U
MOTSIHYJICS 32 BTOPBIM, HO MHS €ro OCTaHOBUJIA.

— Bece, mpekparu! Tsl Tak Bce coxpellb. Y MEHs €CTh IUIaH, KaK pa3lIo0bITh JIEHET C
ITIOMOIIIBIO ATOTO 3€pHA.



I'1aBa nsaTas: Jlerkuii 3apadoTok

B ToT ke aeHr Mus u BenuKaH MoaoOpairuch K HEOOIBIIIOMY TOPTOBOMY TOPOIKY, KOTOPBIN
HaxofuiIcs Onvke K BocTouHOM yactu KoponeBcTB. TaM oHa M penmia peann3oBarb CBOM IUIaH,
HO BEJIMKAHY PacKpbIBaTh BCE JIETAIM HE CTAJIa — COYJIA, YTO 3TO TOJIBKO BCE YCJIOKHUT. OHA JIUIIb
BeJieJla €eMYy BCTaTh 3a JIBYMsS BBICOKUMH JEPEBBSIMH, 32 KOTOPBIMU €ro XOTsl Obl HE OyneT BUIHO
u3janeKa, U KJaTh, IOKa OHA BEPHETCS B JIEC BMECTE C KaKUM-HUOyIb desioBekoM. «lloTom —
cka3zayiia Must — s 1Ba pasa IIEJIKHY NaJIbI[aMH, U Thl XBaTall TOTO, C KeM s npuay». YToObl BeIuKaH
TOYHO BCE MOHSUI, OHA TTOBTOPHJIA CBOM CJIOBA €ITe TP pa3a, ABaX bl TOKa3aja, Kak Oy/leT MmeIKaTh
najabllaMy, TIOCJIE Yero OTIPaBUIIACh B TOPOJI, IPUXBATUB C COOON OJMH U3 MEIIKOB.

[Ipoitas mo rps3HBIM ynunam OJuxke K IeHTpy, Musi ObICTpO OThICKaJa PHIHOK. Tam OHa
OCTAHOBHJIACH B CAMOM JIFOJTHOM MECTE U CTajla KpU4aTh:

— Memok sumenHoro 3epHa! Beero nse monetsi! Beero nige!

VYuuteiBas, 4T0 OOBIMHO MEIIOK C STYMEHEM CTOMJI OKOJIO JIECSITU MOHET, BOKPYT HEE TYT JKe
cobOpaiicst Hapoa. Kaxxaplid TsiHYN el IEHbI'M M XOTeN 3a0paTh TOBap MO JICIIEBKE cede.

— Bac ciunikom MHOT0, a MEILIOK BCETo OJIUH, — CKazana Musi, n3o0paxasi pacCTepSHHOCTb.

Jlronn cpa3y cTajid TOpProBarbCcsi — KTO JaBajl TPU MOHETHI, KTO 4eThipe. Korma oauun
OopodaTblii My)KYHMHA, ONETHIH B KOPUYHEBYIO pyOaxy M Tps3HbIE OOTUHKH, MPEATIOXKHI CEMb
MoHeT, Mus HakoHell ompeaenuiia nokynarens. OHa 3abpana JIeHBIM W OTJaja MEIIOK, a Korja
MY>KUMHA cOOpaJIiCsl yXOJIUTh, OKJIUKHYJIA €ro:

— Ilocroiite, moxxanyicra!

ToT 00epHYIICSI M BONMPOCUTENIHFHO HAa HEE YCTaBWICS. MuUS THXO, 4TOObI HUKTO JIPYyrol He
YCJIBIIIA, PACCKA3aJia, YTO B JIECY HAXOAUTCS €IIIE MHOXKECTBO MEIIKOB C 36€pPHOM, HO OHA HE MOXET
MPUBE3TH UX B TOpOJ, TaK KaK 3arpyKeHHas UMU MOBO3Ka 3acTpsia B oBpare. OHa mompocuia
MY>KUYHMHY TOMOYb BBITAIIMTH MMOBO3KY U 3a 3TO MO00eIana OT1aTh CTOIBKO MEIIKOB, CKOJIBKO eMY
MOHAI00UTCSI, BCETO TT0 MOHETE 3a KaKIblii. My)KUnHa CEeKYHIy MEIIIKaJl, 3aT€M COTJIACHJIICA.

— A CWJIBHO-TO MOBO3Ka 3acTpsiia? — CHpPOCHJI OH. — MOXKET, CTOUT €lIe MY>KHKOB
1103BaTh?

— MosxHO, KOHEUHO, — ToXKaja riedamMu Musi. — ToJibKO TOTAa MHE MPUMAETCS OTIATh
3€pHa U UM...

MyxurHa MOMOPHIMJICS — JICJIUTHCS €MY HE XOTEJIOCh. PelmB, 4TO BCE-TaKH CIPABUTCS B
OJMHOYKY, OH BejieJd Muu uaTu K MOBO3KE.

— Jlouiro eme? — cpocui OH, KOraa OHU IIUTH Y’K€ MUHYT JECATh.

— Her-ner... — oTo3Basiack Must He o0opaunBasick. — COBCEM UyTOUKY.

Korzma oHM HaKOHEI OKa3aJnCh y MMOBO3KH, MY)KUMHA YBUJIEII, UTO Ta HAXOJAMUTCS HE B OBpare, a
Ha POBHOM JiecHOW moJisiHEe. OH TyT K€ MOJ03PUTENIBHO MOCMOTpesl Ha MHIO W TepexBaTUil €e
B3I/, KOTOPBIM MTOKAa3aJICs eMY Yepecdyp MPUCTAIIBHBIM U COBCEM HeE J00phIM. JloragaBimch, 4To
CTOUT OeXaTh, OH yCIEd Pa3BEPHYThCA, KaK BAPYT pa3JaliuCh JiBa Ieuka. B Ty %e cekyHIy u3-3a
JIEpeBa BBITSHYJIACh TPOMAaJHAs pPyKa, CXBaTWujla MYXKYWHY 3a IUJIAll W TOAHSJIA HAJ 3€MJIECH.
OkazaBIIMCh B BO3/yXe, My>KUMHA MIEPEBEPHYIICS, YBUIEI Mepe cOO0M JUIO BEIUKAHA U 3aBOIHII
OT yXaca.

— VYcmokoiics, — pazapakeHHo Opocwiia Musi. — OH Tebe HMYEro He CieiaeT... eCIH,
KOHEYHO, Oy/Ielllb JIeJIaTh, YTO S TOBOPIO. BO-TMepBhIX, 3aTKHUCH.



MyxurHa pOo0IIKaJI BONMUTh, U TOrga Must KpUKHYJa:

— 3aTKHUCH WM BEJIMKAH TEOS MPUXIOMHET KaK MyXy!

OH TyT %€ 3aKpbUl POT PyKaMH, HO OKOHYATEJIbHO 3aMOJIKHYTh TaK U HE CMOT — Ha KaXJ0M
BBIJIOXE U3 €r0 pTa BbUICTAIN CTOHBI.

— JlocTaHb KOIIEJIEK U KHHb MHE, — IpuKa3aia Mus. — JKugo!

MyxurHa TPACYUIIMMHUCS PyKaMu I0JIE3 B KapMaH, JI0CTajl OTTyda KOPUYHEBBIM KOLICIECK U
Opocui BHU3. Mus nogo0Opasa ero, B3Becuia B pyKax U pa304apOBaHHO CKPUBHIIACH.

— BoT Hunmii, — npobopMoTalia OHa, 3aCOBbIBAsI KOIIEIEK B KapMaH.

CkazaB BeIMKaHy HE OTHYCKaTh MJIEHHHKA HHU TMPU KAKUX OOCTOSITENbCTBAaX, Mus cHOBa
MOIUIAa B rOpod. TaMm OHa KyInia HECKOJIBKO MOTKOB BEPEBKH, Kydy TPAMOK, U BCKOPE BEPHYIACh K
BeJuKaHy. MeTpoB 3a 4eThIpecTa y:Ke MOKHO ObUIO pacclblliaTh KPUKU, 1 Mus nmogaymasnia, 4To UM
MTOBE3J10, €CIIM UX JI0 CUX IMOp HUKTO He ycubimai. [logoias K BelMKaHy, OHA MPUKa3ajia OMMYCTUTh
IUICHHOTO Ha 3€MJII0, HO MPUAEPKUBATh 32 PYKM W HOTW. 3aT€M OHa 3aluxalia IUICHHOMY B pOT
TPSMOK, CBA3aJIa €T0 PYKH U HOTH U MEepeialia KOHEIl BEPEBKU BEJIUKAHY.

— IloBeck ero riae-HUOYIL Cpeu TUCTBBL Tak, 4TOOBI BUHO HE OBLIO.

— A 0OonbHO emy He OyeTr? — CHpPOCWJI BEIMKAaH, C KAJOCThIO DSl HAa CBSI3aHHOTO
MYX4UHY. TOT, yCIIBIIIIaB UX PAa3roBOp, Cpa3y 3aAePrajics.

— Her, ne Oyner, — 3asBuna Musi. — Emy Oyzaet npocto otnuuHo, Maneii. Berraii.

Benukan moaHsu1 JIEHHOTO U MOBECHIT Ha BBICOKOE JIEPEBO, 0OMOTAaB BEPEBKY BOKPYT TOJICTOM
BeTBU. Kak TONBKO MJIEHHBIA MMOBUC BHHU3 TOJIOBOM, OH CTAJI PACKAYMBATbCA U TPEMBIXAThCs, HO
0CBOOOIUTHCS HUKAK HE MOT. CKOpO OH MOTpaTHI BCE CUJIBI M TIOYTHU TIepecTal Jeprarbesi, TOIbKO
MPOJOJKUIT TUXO CTOHATh.

Must y1oBJIETBOPEHHO MOIVIAJIENIA HA 3aTUXILIETO MYKYHMHY, B3sJla €1Ie OJUH MEUIOK U ONATh
TOIIUTA HA TOPOJICKOU PBIHOK.

K KOHIly nHS Ha JepeBbsAX BOKPYI BEJIMKAHA BHUCEIO YEIOBEK 4YeTbIpHaanarb. [loBo3ka
O0CBOOOIMIIACH OT MEIIIKOB U TEIeph Oblla HANOJIHEHA KOIEIbKaMH U Pa3HBIMH BEIIAMU, KOTOPHIE
OBUTH CHSTHI C MOMAaBIIMX B JIOBYIIKY MU JT10/IEH.

— Manpi, — npousnecia Mus, mising Ha HarpaOiaeHHoe. — Ha 3To MBI CMOXEM KYIHTE
CTOJIBKO €]Ibl, CKOJIBKO Thl HE CMOXEWb ChECTh M 3a... — [yr Mus 3agymanace. OHa Xorelna
CKa3aTh «H 32 MECAL», HO B 3TO €l BEPUIJIOCH COBCEM cJ1ab0, TO3TOMY OHa Impodopmortana: — ... M
3a 1eHb, HaBepHoe. Bee. bepu noBo3ky n nonaem!

— A Kak %€ OHH? — yKa3aJ BeJINKaH Ha MbIYAIMX JIFOAECH, UTO BUCEIU HA AEPEBBIX, CIOBHO
JVUKOBUHHBIC IJIOJIBI ITIEPEPOCTKHU.

— A uro ¢ Humu? — He nonsuia Musi. — Ilycth BucAT cebe, oTapxatoT. KTo-HUOYIh MX
ITOTOM HaMJET, OCBOOOINUT.

— MBI HE MOKEM HUX TaK OCTABUTh, — yIEPCS OH. — J[aBali CHUMEM HX.

— Tor nypak? OHu cpazy nmoberytr B ropoj U pacckaxyrt npo Hac! CHavana Hajo yoOparbcs
OTCIOJIa MOJAJIBIIIE.

— Sl HUKyna He MoKy, — CKa3aJl OH YIPSIMO U CIIOKWJI PYKH Ha TPY/IH.

Mus 3akaruia miasa: ee Bce 0OJible HEpBUpOBala HEYMECTHAsl — KaKOBOM OHa €il Ka3ajach
— MSITKOCEPACYHOCTh BelMKaHa. B3msHyB elie pa3 Ha MOBO3KY, B KOTOPOW OBLIO CTOJIBKO JCHET,
CKOJIBKO OHa He 3apaboTaia Obl U 3a HeJelo OecpepbIBHOTO Tpyna y ['ogpuka, oHa cMATYMIIACH U
BCE 7K€ MMO3BOJINJIA BEJIMKAHY CIYCTUThH IJICHHBIX HA 36MJIK0 — HO C YCJIOBUEM, YTO OH HE CTAHET UX
pa3BsA3bIBaTh. BenrnkaH KUBHY/, IO OAHOMY CIEPHY/ IJIEHHBIX C BETOK M YJI0XHUJ UX IO JIEPEBO.
Oka3aBIMCh HA 3€MJIE, OHU CTAJIM U3BUBATHCS U OJ3aTh. MUIO 3TO 04EHBb pa3Becenuno. OHa naxe



paccMmesiach, OyMaB, YTO OHU BBINVIAIAT KaK HACTOSIME YEPBH.

Kaxk TOIBKO BEIMKaH YJIOKHUII HAa 3€MIIIO ITOCIIEIHET0, MUs ycenlach B IOBO3KY U CKa3aJia:

— Yxoaum.

BenukaH momHsuT MOBO3KY BMEcTe ¢ Muel Ha Iuiedo W Imouen Boepen. Mus ykaszana emy
JOpOTy K CIEQyIolleMy TOopoay, TIe coOupanach MHOTPAaTUTh HarpaOJieHHbIE AEHBIH, a 3areM
3apaboTaTh HOBBIE.

[Ioka oHM UM, BEIUMKAH BCe Moa4aid. Mus MHOrga rmocMarpuBajia Ha HErO M 3amedana, 4To
OH C KaXXJI0M MHUHYTOH CTaHOBHUTCS Bce Oosiee xmypbiM. «KaxeTcs, ¢ Hero Ha cerogHs xsatut. K
TOMY K€ BeyepeeTr» — MNOAyMalla OHa M peumia cuaenars npuBal. OCTaHOBUBIIMCH, BEIIMKAH
OIYCTHJI MOBO3KY. MUl TYT K€ CHpBbITHY/Ia U cTajla cOOUpaTrh XBOPOCT, & YIPIOMBIA BETMKaH TEM
BpeMeHeM ycescs Ha 3emuto. Korma xBopocT Obul coOpaH, a Musi yXe NpUHSAJIACh Pa3BOAUTH
KOCTEP, OH BCE CHUJIEIT U TSHKEIO B3/IbIXal.

— IIpekparn, — HEZOBOJBHO B3IISHYIAa HAa HEro Mus, Tak KaKk KaKIbId €ro B3J0X TYLLHJI
HayMHAaBIIIEEe pa3ropaTbes miams. — M3-3a Te0s 51 He MOT'y pa3BeCTH Or'OHb!

— JlagHo, — TpoM3HEC BEJIMKAaH W BBITYCTHJI TaKOW ITOTOK BO3JyXa M3 HOCA, YTO OTOHb
COBCEM IOTYX.

— UYept! — pazoznmminack Must u otOpocuia majiku B cTOpoHsl. — Jla uto ¢ To60it?! Tel uTO,
3a0oen?!

— Her, — kopotko Opocusi OH U 3amMoOJK. Brpodem, ero MoiayaHue UIHJIOCH HEIOITO —
yepe3 MUHYTY OH 3aroBOPHJI CHOBa: — MBI cerogHs Jenanu Hexopole Beum. MHe Takoe He
HPaBUTCHI.

— A b1 uTO X0TeN? TakoB MyTh YenoBeKa, — ¢ (HUII0cOPCKOM HOTKOU n3peksia Mus. — Mue
OH TO>KE HE HPABUTCS, HY @ YTO OCTAETCS?

— 5 He 4YyBCTBYIO, YTO OT 3TOrO CTaHOBJIIOCH YEJIOBEKOM. S OoJbplie HE XOuy TaKuUM
3aHuMaTtbcs. 1 He Oyny.

— Yt0 3T0 3HAUUT? — U3ymuiIach Mus.

— Ham HyXHO pa3ouTuCh.

— Yero?! Kak 3To — pazoiituce? M yem ThI Oyzenb 6€3 MeHs 3aHuMarbcsa? berare mo jecam
Kak Oe3noMHas Oenka? be3 MeHs TeOe He cTaTh yenoBeKoM, Masiil. Thl 4To, 320617

— C T100OM TOXE, — PACCTPOCHHO CKa3ajl BEJIMKAH W yrmaj CIUHOW Ha 3€MJII0, OTYETO BCS
KOHCTPYKIIUSI M3 TAaJIOK, KOTOpyro Musi cTpouia Jyisi KocTpa, pa3Baimiack. — S cnark. Y Tpom
pa3onaemMcs.

Mus nogonuia kK HeMy U IPOU3HECHA:

— Pazoiinemcsa? Kak pazoitnemca?! Twl mpuBen MeHs B caMmylo 4arioOy, ¥ s Teepb TOJDKHA
caMa OTCIofla BHIOMPATHCS, MTOKA Thl HA CBOMX TMTAHTCKUX HOXKHUIIAX INaraeib mo KuioMmeTpy? Tor
MOHMMaeIlb, Ha YTO MeHs oOpekaens? MeHs Belb MOTYT CheCTh KaKue-HUOyb AuKue 3Bepu... U
BOOOINE, YTO s Takoro cjenana, Maneimn? S Tojdbko NbITanach HayduTb TeOs OBITH OoJiee
YeJI0BEeYHBIM. MBI BE/Ib CETOIHS MHOIO 4ero JAoctumiiu... Hanpumep, 3apadotanu naeser. K atomy
ctpemsTcs Bee atoau! M uto, Thl BOT Tak caamibea? HakoHel MOHSUT, UTO JIFOJSM HEJIETKO, U TeIeph
cnanbesi? Torma He HaO OBUTO BOOOIIE 33 lyMbIBaThCSl O TOM, YTOOBI CTAHOBUTHCS YeaoBeKOM! Thl
capimiib? Crapmmb? S He M0, Korga MeHst urTHopupyroT!.. Tl ke 3Haellb, s Kelar Tede
TOJIBKO A00pa, Manbiir. Msl Beab apyxuM... Nnu Tel 60JbIIE HE X04elh cO MHOUM npyxuThb? Ho s
Belib xouy! Tel Mol npyr, Maneiu! Tel cipmmme?!

OHa eme 1oAro mpoAoJiKajla TOBOPUTh, a BEIIMKAaH BCE Moybal. Mus Jaxe momounuia K €ro
JUIy U coOpanack TOBOPUTH MPSIMO €MY B yX0, HO OH TepeBepHylcs Ha 0ok. «Kak pebeHok!» —



3100HO TMpOoKOMMeHTHpoBasia Musi u 3amonyana. CHOBa COOpPYAMB K3 XBOPOCTa JOMHUK, OHA
HaKOHEI[ yJa4YHO pa3Beia OTOHb.

Korzma cBeT xocTpa pacTonmiI HOYHYIO ThbMY, BEJIMKAH B3IPOTHYI. PaHbIlle OH BUAEI OTrOHb TaK
ONMM3K0 pa3Be 4TO Ha (hakenax, KOTOPHIMU €ro THalu JIIoau. Mus 3ameTuisia ero peakiuio, HO
rOBOPUTH HUYETO HE cTasa. JlocTaB U3 CBOEH MOXOAHOW CYMKH ILIalll, OHA YKyTaJlach B HETO, Jieria
OKOJIO KOCTpa M cTajna 00JyMbIBaTh, KaK JOTAIMTh MOBO3KY JO OiMKailiiero ropoga 0e3 MmoMoIm
BenuKkaHa. Bckope oHn 00a ycHynu.

...YTpOM BeJIMKaH IPOCHYJCS OT U3YMJICHHBIX KPUKOB Muu.

— Bcragait! BeTasail, Manbiir! — moBTOpsiia OHa, Iepras €ro 3a IEKYy.

— YT0?.. — COHHO CIPOCHUJI OH, OTKpPBIBas IN1a3a.

— Bcragaii, roopro! M mormsiau, uto ¢ To60M cTano!

Benukan nomyman, 4To oHa penmia Kak-HUOYIb €ro MepeXuTPUTh, YTOObI OH MPOAOKUI i
MIOMOTIaTh, U OTBEPHYJICS.

— 4 roopro npaBay! Tel yMeHbpImICS!

— ¥Yry, — npoMblYasl BeJIMKaH, HE Beps ee ciaoBaM. OJHAKO €My TaK XOTeJIOCh, YTOOBI 3TO
OBUIO MTPABIOi, UTO OH BCE-TAKH MOJHSIICS.

Bcras Ha HOTH, OH CHavasa mojayMall, 4To €ro BCce-Taku OOypHIIH; IIOTOM OH NMPUCMOTPEIICS K
OKPY)KEHHIO U BAPYT MOHSII, YTO €0 IOJI0Ba, 1aXKe €CIIU OH HE MPUTrn0aeTcs, yXKe HE BBIVISIbIBACT
OBEPX KpOH JepeBbeB. CiioBa Mum OKazalnch MPaBIOW — BEJIMKAH YMEHBUIMJIICSA NPUMEPHO HA
MTOJITOJIOBBI.

— YMenbimiicsa! — Bo3JIUKoOBaJl OH. — Thl Obla mpaBa, Mus!

— 1 Benb ToBOpHIIA, — JIOBOJIBHO YIBIOHYIACh OHA, XOTS BOBCE HE MOHUMAJIa MPUYMH, IO
KOTOPBIM MPOU30IUIO 3TO YyA0 — JUIsl HEE CaMOM 3TO CTaJO IIOKOM; TEM HE MEHEE OHa yMEJO
Aenajna BUJ, OyATO 3Hala, YTO TaK MPOU3OMAET, W IpoAoJrKaia Urparb pojib. — Mol meron
pabotaet! Sl comHeBanach, 9YTO OH MOJAEHCTBYET TaK OBICTPO, HO... A THI AyMmal, YTO 5 ATYHBS, a?
Tak yTo, THI BCE €11l XOUelb Pa30UTUCH?

— A?.. HaBepnoe, Hert... [Ipoctu, uto He Bepus, Mus. S xouy emie ydutbes y Te0s, YTOOb
cTaTh emie MeHble. Ho... Mbl MOKEM HE J€NIaTh TO, 4TO JeJaiu Buepa’?..

— TonbKko Tak MBI CMOXEM JOOUTHCS pe3ynbTaroB! — 3aBepuia Mus. — DTO Beab TBOS
MeuTa — cTaTh yenoBekoM. Kakas pasHuua, kakuM crocobom ee gocturars? Baxkna uens! Tem
oonee, apyroro cmnocoba HeT... Tolibko mpeacTtaBb cede: YK€ CKOPO Thl CMOXEIh 3alTH B
YeJIOBEUECKUN JIOM, YI€UbCS B YEJIOBEYECKYID KpOBaTh, HE CIOMAaB €€, MOECTh W3 TapeiKku
OOBIYHOTO pa3Mepa, MOMUTh U3 00bIMHOM Jamiku!.. PazBe Tebe He XxoueTcs 3Toro?

— Xo4eTcs, — COmacuiCs BEJIUMKaH, MEeUTarelbHO DAl 1mox Horu. — Ouenb xodercsa. Ho
MBI K€ He OyZieM JIeaTh Yero-To eue xyxe, a, Musa? 5 He xouy ObITh 37IbIM. . .

— Xyxe — naydine, 100po — 370... DTO BCE€ Kareropuu, a UX B MHUpE JIIOACH MpOCTO HE
cyuecTByeT, Manpi. Ciymaid MeHs, 1 CKOPO CTaHelb YeI0BeKOM. JloroBopuiiuch?

Mus, isiig Ha BeJIuKaHa C HaJAEXKI0M, IPOTSIHYIa BBEpPX pyKy. BenukaH 3amenikancs, HO BCe
K€ IPUKOCHYJICS K €€ JJAJJOHU YKAa3aTeJIbHbIM MaJIbLIEM.



I'1aBa mectas: Cmex BajieHTHHO

Tpu cnenyroume HeAenau BEIMKaH U Musl CTpaHCTBOBAJIA OT ropofa K ropoay. B kaxaom u3
HUX Musi TOBTOpsJIa OJHY U TY K€ XUTPOCTh: MPUXOAUJIA HA PHIHOK, 3aKylajJach HEOOXOAUMBIMU
npeaMeTaMu U MpumnacaMu, OTHOCHJIA UX B JIEC, a MOTOM MOIITYYHO IMpojaBaja ux 3a OECIIEHOK U
3aMaHMBajla HeYJAWINBBIX MMOKyMNaTeaen K Beaukany. Ha 3ToM oHa HE OCTaHOBUJIACH U TIpUAYyMaIa
HOBBIN CIIOCOO MOMOJIHUTH KAPMaH — OHU CTAJIM TPaOUTh MPOE3KABIIMX O TPAKTY JIFOAEH, cpeln
KOTOPBIX MHOTIJIA TTOMAIAJIUCh JIOBOJILHO OOrarble KYMIbl WM JIaXke ABOpsiHE; Y HUX Must 3abupana
HE TOJIBKO JICHBI'M, HO U BCE APATOLIEHHOCTH, YTO HAXOIHUJIA.

Onnaxasl Musi ocTaBWiia BeIMKaHa B JieCy, a caMa yuuia B TOpPOJd, K KOTOPOMY OHH
nonobpanuck yrpoM. Tam oHa Kymnuia ce0e HOBYIO ONEXKY, MOCIe Yero OTIPaBUIIACh B IOPOTYIO
TOCTUHHMITY, KOMHAaTy B KOTOPOM paHbIlle HUKOTJAa HE cMmorna Obl cede Mmo3BoiuTh. PaboTHHKamM
TOCTUHUIIBI OHA TMOKa3ajlach peOEHKOM, KOTOPBIA cOexall OT OOrarbix poauTeNed U MPUXBATUI C
co0O0M 11eJ10€ COCTOSIHME, HO BOIPOCOB OHM HE 3aJlaBaJIi — OHa OOXOIWJIaCh C HUMH JIOBOJILHO
HIeIpO, U UM HE XOTEJOCh €€ OTHYrHyTh. Oka3zaBUIMCh B KOMHare, Mwus cpasy K€ KUHYIACh
MpUHUMaTh BaHHYI0. OHAa MCMO0JIb30Balla BCE CKJISTHKU UM OAHOYKH, UTO JICKAJIM Ha JIOIICUKE MOJIe
BaHHOM, U BCKOPE MOMEIEHUE OOBOJIOK I'yCTOM map, MCTOYABIIME 3amax 3(PUPHBIX Macesl U MbLia.
BroBonbp HaurpaBIMCh ¢ PO30BOM MEHOM, UTO MOKpPBIBAJa BOAY T'YCThIM CIO€M, Mus NpHUHSIIACH
MBIThCS. BCckope oHa modyBcTBOBajia ce0si OOHOBJIEHHBIM U JIa’K€ JIOBOJIbHBIM uenoBekoM. Hukorma
110 3TOTO TUTUEHUYECKHE MTPOLETYPhl HE TOCTABIISUIN € TaKOro yIoBOJIbCTBHS. «HO /1e1o BoBce He
B BAHHOW, — noayMaiia oHa. — KaxkeTcs, s Tenepb HezaBucuMay. OHa Ja)ke 3alymanach HaJl TEM,
4TOOBI OCTAaBUTH BEJIMKAHA B JIECY U 3a0BbITh O HEM, & CAMOM MPOAOKATh KUTh B Pa3HBIX JOPOTHX
TOCTUHMIIAX, CJIOBHO MIPUHIECCa, HAa T€ JICHBI'W, YTO OHA 3apaboTana. Ho 3Ta MbICIIb CylecTBOBaIA
JIMIIb MTHOBEHUE; MOXET, Ha 3T JICHI'M OHA U CMOTJIA OBl JJOBOJIBHO JIOJITO KUTh, HU B UeM cebe
HE OTKa3bIBasi, HO €l He ATOro xoTenoch. OHa penmia, 4YTo OyJIEeT ¢ BEJIMKAHOM, MTOKa €CTh TakKas
BO3MOYHOCTb, U C €r0 MOMOIIIBIO 3apad0TAET CTOJBKO ACHET, CKOJIBKO CMOXKET.

[TokuHyB rocTHHUIY, MU OTIpaBUiach B TOPOJACKHE KOHIOIIHH, I1e Tpruodpesa OObIIIyIo
3aKPBITYIO KapeTy, OOPIOBYI0 CHAPYKHU U C YEPHBIM CAJIOHOM BHYTpH. Tak Kak cama JOBE3TH €€ J0
BEJIMKaHa OHA HE MOMNIA, MPHUILIOCH BOCIIOJIB30BAThCS YCIyramu M3Bo3unKka. CHavana M3BO3YMKA
JIOBE3 €€ J0 phIHKa, U Mus 3arpy3ujia B KapeTy Ieyl0 Kydy MEIIKOB ¢ MPOCTON eJoil: XjIeOom,
MSICOM, 3all€4eHHbIM KapTodesaeM U pa3InMuHbIMU BapeHbIMU KpynaMmu. Bce 3To mpeaHa3Hayaioch
BEJINKAHY.

JloexaB TO TpaKTy [0 OIPEACICHHOr0 MecTta, Mwus Beneina HM3BO3UYMKY OCTaHOBHUTBHCS,
OTCTETHYTh JIOIAJh U ye3xaTb. TOoT ynuBHUIICS, HO MopydyeHue BbinodHWI. Korga oH ucue3, Mus
BbIIE3JIa U3 KapeThl U yIIIyOUJIach B JIEC; TaM OHA OBICTPO OTHICKAJIa MECTO, IJI€ CHEI BETUKaH.

— Jymamn, st mpo Te6s 3a0bl1a, Aa? — CIpPOCHIIa OHA, MTOJOUAS K BEJIUKaHY.

— Must! — oOpanoBaiicst OH, yBUIeB HaCTaBHUILY. — KOHEUYHO, 51 0 TAKOM JaKe HE aymal...

— E1mie ObI THI 0 TakoM mogyMall! — Bce-TaKu Halluia OBOJ, BO3MYTUThCS Must. — S, Mmexy
MPOYMM, BCE ITO BpeMsI BpIOMpasa Jyis TeOst mogapku. Maem, s mokaxy, 4To IpUKyIuia.

OHU NPUIIUTN K KapeTe, U BEJIMKAaH CTaJl C JJIOOOMBITCTBOM €€ Pa3risibiBaTh.

— DTO 4T0, MHE? — CIIPOCHJI BEJIMKAH.

— Her, nyouna. 910 MHe. XoTs U TeOe HECTH TaKylo MpeNecTh OyIeT MPUATHEE, YeM Ty
CTapylo pa3Baitoxy. A Tede s1 BOT 4TO IMPHUBE3IA. ..

Ona meperanmia Bce HarpabJIeHHOE C TEJIETH B KapeTy, 3aTeM 3alisiHyla BHYTPh CalloHA U



BBITAlMJIa HAPYXKY JIBA MEIIKa — OAWH C MACOM, JIpyroil ¢ xjeboM. BenukaH MmomHs1 MEUoK ¢
XJ71€00M, BBICHINIAI BCE, YTO ObUIO BHYTPH, ce0e Ha JaJ0Hb U 3aKUHYI B poT. [loToM mpoaenan To xe
caMoe C MSICOM.

— BKycHO, — cKa3all OH.

— Bot u xopomo. Tam ecTh emie, HO 3TO MOMO3KE, a TO BCE B OAWH IPUCECT Chelllb. Bee,
youpaeMcs oTcroja.

Omna 3asie3na B KapeTy, BeJIMKaH MOJIOKUI ee ce0e Ha IJIeYO U MOLIeT.

OHM BBIIUIM K IMIHMPOKOMY IIOJIFO, KOIJIa Hadaycsi CUJIbHBIA JiMBeHb. Hebo BCHBIXHYIIO,
3acBepKaio, U MU0 TYT K€ OXBAaTHJ CTPaX, YTO pa3Mephl BeJIMKaHa MPEBPATAT €ro B IPOMOOTBO/I,
Y B HUX, HaXOIAIIMXCS MOCPEIA TOJIOTO MOJISl, YIAPUT MOITHUSL.

— JlaBaii oOparHO B Jjec! — CKOMaHJOBajla OHa BEJWKaHy, U OH OBICTpO aoOpajics 10
OMYUIKH, I1I€ CEN MO ACPEBbIMHU Ha KOPTOUKH, OIYCTHII KAPETY BHU3 U 3aKPbUI TPYIBIO OT JTOMKIS.
Heckoibko MUHYT OHM CITYIIAJIM, KaK KalUIM CTy4ar IO JIy’)KaM M BOET BETEp, a 3aTeM BEJIMKaH,
IS KYJ1a-TO BBEPX, MPOU3HEC:

— Kpacusas norona. Tede Tak He kaxercs, Mus?

— Iloroga ectb moroga, — ckaszaja OHAa, OTKPBIB JBEPh KapeThl U BBICYHYB HAPYXKY HOTH,
o0yThie B HOBEHbKHUE KOKaHbIe TyQyin. — MHe He 4eThIpHAAaTh, YTOOBI PAJOBATHCS TAKOMY.

— Te0s, HaBepHOE, OOMBINE PaaYIOT ICHBIH?

— JT0 4TO0, YKOp? — HaxXMypHujach OHA.

— Yrto? Her... S nmpocto cnpocui.

— B mo6om citydae Tol 0:1u30K K TipaBie. Ho paayrock s HE ieHbraMm, a TOMY, 4TO OHU JIatoT.
DT0 HasbIBaeTcs cBoOoma, Mamnbmil JIrogu 3Toro He moOHUMArOT. J[1 HUX JEHBI'M — BCETO JIUIIb
MOHETKH.

— Mus, nouemy omgHu Oorarble, a JIpyrue OenHble? — CHPOCHJI BEJIMKaH IMOCJIE€ HOBOU
HEJI0JITOM T1ay3Hbl.

— V¥ Bcex nmo-pazHomy. KTo-To poauicst 6oraTeiM, KTO-TO MHOTO paboTai u pazdoraTed.

— Bce 6eanbie Mano padoTaroT?

— Her. Hekotopeie paborator Oosbinie, yem Jo0Obie apyrue. [IpocTo AeHBIM HE KO BCeM
MIPUXOJIAT.

— A TBI cefiuac OenHasg win ooraras?

— C 4ero 3TO ThI Tak 3aMHTEPECOBANICA JE€HbraMu? Yxe AyMmaellb, Ha YTO Oylellb KUTh,
KOTJ]a CTAHEIb YEJIOBEKOM ?

— IIpocTo ThI Tak MHOTO Aenaellb JIId AeHeT. BoT, cTano nHTepecHo.

— IlonstHo. Ceituac s ckopee Oorarasi, Manpiil. HanmMu o6mmMu ycunusiMu. A BCIO JKU3HE
70 3TOorO 5 ObLIa OeHOM. 1 cMoTperna Ha OorarbiX U HE TTOHUMana... [lodemy 31O He g poauiach B
oonpmioMm aome? IloueMy He 3a MHON yxaxkuBaeT ciykanka? [louemy He Mol mama kasHadei?
XoTsl Bcerjia MoHMMasta, 4To HET B MUPE CIPaBEIMBOCTH U Mpouei moooHoi# yenyxu. Bee ato —
JIeJI0 cliydasi, He OoJiee.

— A Ooratble — IJIOXHE JIOAU?

— borarsie — npocto mroau. [lomeHsit mectamMmu uX U O€AHBIX — HUYETO HE U3MEHUTCS.
Jymaenis, pazborareBimii 0OCSK KHHETCS MTOMOTaTh TeM, ¢ KeM paHbile ToHyl B HuteTe? ...
Her, storo we ciiyuurcsa. He B 3ToM KU3HMU.

— Ecnu 6w 51 paz0orarei, s ObI XOTEJ MOMOYb KOMY-HUOY. M TeOe OBl 1 XOTe MOMOYb.

— OTO0 mnepBas MpUYMHA, IO KOTOPOU Thl HUKOTJA HE pazdorareens, Manpi. [laxe eciu...
JTaxke Korja craHenb 4denioBekoM. Ho cracubo, s oneHusa. A BooOlie — TeOe U HE CTOUT



0ecriokouThes 0 JeHbrax. Caaercst MHE, Thl U 0€3 HUX HEIJI0XO MOKUBEIb.

— Jlymaerb, s CMOTY JKUTh KaK OOBIYHBINA YETIOBEK?

— Ilouemy Het? HuKTO Beap He y3HAeT, YTO Thl ObLI TEM CaMbiM OOJIBIIMM W CTPAIIHBIM
BEJINKAHOM.

Benvkan Ha 3TO HUYEro HE OTBETHJI, TOJBKO KaK-TO O€3paJloCTHO YCTAaBUJICS B CTOPOHY.
[louyBcTBOBAB, UTO HACTPOEHUE Y HETO COBCEM MOHYpOe, Musl permiia mpoaoIKUTh:

— Jlyumie Obl THI Oecriokousicsi HE O cebe, a 000 MHe. SI-TO HE MOMEHSIOCh, U MEHS IMO-
NpPEXKHEMY CMOIYT y3HaTb. A 3allMTUTh Thl MEHS YK€ HE cMoxelb. Kakoil u3 Tebsa Oyner
3alIMTHUK, €CJIU ThI CTaHEeIlb 0OBIMHOTO pocTa? ThI 1aXke IpaThCsl HE YMEEIIb.

Benukan Bce Mmomuaint.

— Yero Thl TaKOW 3arpyKEHHbIN, a?

— He 3nato0, Mus, He 3Hato... Kak-To Bce 3T0 cTpaHHO. Thl TOBOPHIIL Takue BelM... S TeO¢
BEPIO, HO... Thl OBl HE XOTENA HAJIEATHCS, YTO MUP HEMHOTO JIy4Ie?

— Hapesteca? S xak Obl Bce CBOMMH IV1a3aMU BUKY U BBIBOABI JI€JIal0 COOTBETCTBYyONME. K
4eMy HaJEAThCA?

— A s HaZIerCh. ..

— Ha ut0?

— MoxeT ObITh, €CTh KaKOW-HUOYIb IPYrod Croco0 CTarh MEHbINE, — CKa3ajl BEJTUKaH. —
Ecnu 51 ero y3Hato, MHE HE HY»KHO OyZIeT COBEpIIATh BCE ATH MOCTYIKH.

— I'mynoctu! — nocnenmia pazyBepuTh ero Musi. — DT0 eIMHCTBEHHBIN crioco0. U naxe He
aymaii 0oJibilie 00 3TOM.

Brpyr ciioBHO M3 HUOTKY/A Mepe]l HUMU BO3HUK MYyXunHa. MoJjiomoit — JeT ABajIaTu MATH
WJIU 1LIECTH, C AKKYpPaTHOW KO3JMHON OOPOAKOW, CBETIBIMH KYJIPSIBBIMU BOJIOCAMHU M OOJIBIIMMU TO
JIY CEpPBhIMH, TO JIK TONYyObIMU TazamMu. OH CIOKOWHO, OyITO HUYEr0 HEOOBIYHOTO Tepe1 cOO0M He
BUJIUT, IPOILIATall K ONYIIKE U BCTaJ MPSIMO MEePE/ BEIIMKAHOM.

— D10 elle KTo Takoi? — yauBUiach Musl.

MyxX4nHa BEXJIMBO MOKIOHWICS MmuM, BElHMKaHy, a 3areM MpEeACTaBUIICI. 3Balld €ro
BanenTuHo, 1 OH mpoe3goM ObUT B TOM CaMOM Topoie, riae Musg HegaBHO IpuoOpesa Kapery.
Kormga Mus cripocuia, Kak OH UX Halllesl, OH YECTHO MPU3HAJICS, YTO MPOCIIEANII 3a Hell cHavasa J0
MecTa, I7Ie OHa BCTPETUIIACH C BETMKAHOM — OJIaro exajl U3B034YMK HETOPOILUIMBO, — a TTIOTOM U JI0
ATOW CaMOM OITYIIKH.

— A 3auem Tebe BooOIIe OBLIO CIEIUTH 32 MHOM? — cripocuia Musi.

— 4l y3Han Bac mo omwucaHuio. JleBouka, KOTOpasi BBIIAIUAT KaK... M-M... IIPOCTUTE MEHS,
MaJloJIeTKa, HO BeAeT ceOs Kak B3pocias, elle pa3 MPOCTUTE, CTepBa. Tak MHE pacCKa3bIBaJl OIUH
YEJI0BEK, KOTOPOro BCE BOKPYI CUATAIM cyMaciueAumM. ‘I, Bpodem, Toxe... OJHaKo, KOraa s Bac
YBUJIEI, BO MHE Pa3bIrpajoch JIOOOMBITCTBO. UTO, €CiIu BeJMKaH AeUCTBUTENbHO cymecTByeT? Kak
BbI IOHUMAETE, JTIOOONBITCTBO MOE OMPABATIOCH.

— Hy, Hamen te1 Hac, — ckazana Mwus, cnpeiruBas K HEMYy C KapeTrsl. — Tenepp 4.
BanentuHo, mompoury TeOss 00 OIHOM yciyre: BBIKJIQJbIBail crola BCe, 4YTO UMeEETCs y TeOs
LEHHOTO.

BaneHTHHO HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ YAUBIEHHO MOpraj, 3aT€M I'POMKO paccMEsuiCsl U CTall OUTh
ce0s JIaIOHSIMH 110 KUBOTY.

— Yero cmemHoro? — nocepbe3Hena Musd. — O, BenukaH. Hy-ka NoIHUMH €ro B BO3IYyX U
MOTPSICH KAK CIIEITYET.

— Ho Mus, — cMmyrtuicsa BeaukaH, KOTOpoMy BaleHTHHO SBHO MHpHIENCsS MO Jylie. —



MoxeT, He CTOUT?

— Jlenaii! — 3100HO 3bIpKHY/IA HA HETOo Musl.

Bennkan ¢ Heoxoron momHsul BameHTuHO 3a miam 1 HEMHOro mnorpsic. K ux ynusienuto,
BajleHTHHO OT 3TOro CTaj CMEATHCS €IIE CUIIBHEE.

— Jla oH cam cymacuenumii! — BOCKJIMKHYIa Musl, ¢ HEKOTOPbIM OTBpAILIEHUEM ISl HA
xoxouyuero Banentuno. — JlagHo, mpekpala.

Benukan mnonoxui cmeronierocs BalleHTMHO Ha 3eMIII0, U TOT COTHYICS, AEpKach 3a
3a00J1€BIIMI OT CMEXa KUBOT.

— VYX... — HakoHel OCTaHOBWJI OH cMmeX. — ['omoBa kpyxwurcs... He 3Hato, oTTOro aum, 4ro
MEHS TPSCIIU, WU OT CMeXa.

— Tak 4To cMenmHoro? — MOBTOpHUIIA BOIIPOC XxMypast Musl.

— He aymaro, 4To BaM CTaHET OT 3TOr0 CMEMIHO TaK K€, KaK MHE, HO... Y MEHS OTPOSCH B
KU3HU HE UMEJIOCh HUYEro IEHHOTO0. BOT MeHS M paccMeNniio, YTO Bl PEIIMIN MEHS OrpaduTh. A
€CJId BaM HYXKHA Iapa MOHET, 4TO X... — OH J0CTall U3 KapMaHa HECKOJILKO MOHET U MPOTSHYI
ux Muu. — YecTHO roBops, MHE Jaxe JECTHO, YTO Bbl 000 MHE TaKOTO BHICOKOTO MHeHus! A
HACYET BallMX CJIOB O BEJIWKAHE... DOKOCH, S MOMACIyIIAT YacTh PAa3roBOpa MEXKAY BaMH H...
BEJIMKaH, OKa3bIBA€TCS, COBCEM HE CTpammHbii. S Obl daxke cKaszajl, 4TO OH MPOU3BOAUT
BIICYATJICHUE OTJIMYHOIO YEJIOBEKA.

— OTAMYHBIN YENOBEK? — W3YMUJICS BEJIMKAH.

— Touno! YtoObI 3TO MOHATH, MHOro yma He Haao. CheayeT TOJIbKO YYyThb-UyTh
MIPUCMOTPETHCH.

— OH Tebe 3y0bl 3aroBapuBaeT, — o0OpaTmiach Must K BEJTMKaHy.

— Her-Her-Hert. S 3yObl 3aroBapuBarh HE yMEIO: CIMIIKOM yX i MPSIMON U YECTHBIN YEIOBEK.
Bce 310 marymknHo BocniuTanue. .. He 3Har0, KTO BOCIIATAJ Bac, TOCIIOAUH BEJIMKAaH, HO I HAX0XKY
Hac JBOMX BeChbMa IMOXO0KHMMH, — CKaszal BajaeHTHHO, a moTOM ¢ ynblOKoW mob6aBmia: — Heyxkro
MaTyllka y Hac OJIHa U Ta xe?

— CoMHeBarCh, — MOKa4aJl BEJIMKAH TOJIOBOA.

— KxMm... — cmyrmiics BanentuHo. — YUTo K, BUIMMO, BETUKAH CIUIIKOM BBICOK JJIS IIYTOK
TAaKOro poja.

— Tebe uro Hano? — mpepBasia ero Musi, y koTopoii BaneHTHHO TOMUMO pa3apakeHus cTall
BBI3bIBATH €IIIE U JIETKYIO TOJIOBHYIO 0OJIb.

— S, MOXHO cka3arh, yueHblii. I MHe OBl XOTEJIOCh MPUCOEIMHUTHCS K Balllell BechbMma
MHTEPECHOW KOMMAHUMU. .. XOTSI ObI HEHAOJITO.

— T'oBopuilb, Thl yueHbIi? 1 4TO THI H3y4aens?

— Mup u mogeit. OcoOEHHO MHTEPECYIOCh MX MOBaJKaMH, IMPUBbIUKaMU... BceM, uTo u3
3Beps Jenaer 4venoBeka! IloaToMy s HE MOr yHmyCTUTh IIAHCA OKa3aTbCs PSAIAOM C TaKUMHU
MHTEPECHBIMU JIMYHOCTSIMU, KaK BBI.

— Tak a yumncsa Tel 3tomy rtAe? Thl TOBOpWJI, YTO Thl HUIMHU. Pa3Be HUIIMM JaAKOT
oOpazoBaHue?

— Ox, npoIly MEHsI IPOCTUTh, BEJIb MPO3BYUUT ATO Y)KACHO OAHAIBHO U Ma(OCHO: YUUIICS 5 Y
KU3HU.

— Hy xoHeuHO, — XMBbIKHYIIa Musi.

— OnHako 310 abcotoTHas UCTUHA!

— A OTKyJ1ia ThI B3sUICS, YYEHBIN ?

— Br1 umeerte B Buy, rae S poawica? S poauics B ropoAKe Ha 3amajie, OH 30BETCS besbiMb.



Tam s axk 10 ABagUATH JIET padoTal y OTIia.

— Kem?

— He mpumnomszto, 4To0bl y 3TOM mpodeccun ObUIO KaKoe-TO KOHKpPETHOE Ha3BaHue... B
oO0IIIeM, OH BMECTE C MECTHBIM BPa4OM XOJHJI M0 TOPOLy C TaKOW HMIMPOKOM TeIeroi, cooupas B Hee
Tpynbl. S, KOrga HEMHOTO MOAPOC, MOAMEHSII €T0 Yepe3 AeHb. TOT Bpay, C KOTOPBIM MBI XOIHJIH,
ObLT YeNoOBEK JI0OpbHIM, XOTh W JOCTAaTOYHO 3aHYAHBIM — OH HAy4YusJ MEHsl 4uTarb. Tak 4TO B
CBOOOZHOE BpeMs sl XOAWJI B TOPOACKYH0 OMOMMOTEKY W caMocTosTenbHO yuwiics. [lorom mama
ITOXBATHJI KAKYIO-TO 3apa3y M, K COXKAJIECHHUIO, ITIOMEP... A S HEMHOIO YCTajJl TaCKarb TPYHIBI U
OTIPABUJICSI CMOTPETh HA MUP U HA JIIOJICH.

— A JIeHbI'M y Bac Ha 3TH MYTEIIECTBUS OTKyAA?

— D10 gomnpoc? — Kaxetcs, oouzaencs BanentnHo. — S HUYero mpoTUB HE UMEIO, BBl HE
nogymaire. .. Ho Koro Bel BO MHE OJ03pEBAETE?

— Tak oTKyza y Bac JIeHbru?

— Hx MHe MHOTO He TpeOyeTcs. I[lepenBuraroch s Ha HOrax, MUTAIOCh B TaBEpHaxX. A Korja
MOM CKPOMHBIE 3aI1achl MOAXOAAT K KOHILY, 1 HAX0Ky ClIOCOObI HEMHOTO noa3apadorars... [Tomory
TYT, IOMOTY TaM. Tak CKOIUIIO ITapy MOHET — U JaJblIe.

— Mus, — BcTpsan BenukaH. — lIpaBma, xBatut ero paccnpaumBarb. [lycte HemMHOrO
noOy/eT ¢ HaMH.

— 51 He Bepro HU OAHOMY €ro CJIOBY. Tak 4TO HET, MYCTh YXOAMT. DTOT JIOMYX SBHO YTO-TO
3aaymarll.

— Mus, g x04y, 4TOOBI OH OCTAJICA.

— Manpi, HeT! — pa3apakeHHO Opocuia oHa.

— Mus. OH ocTaHeTcs, — OBTOPUJI BEJIMKAH.

OHa yIMBIIEHHO yCTaBMJIACh HA HETO M HAXMYpPHUJIach. 10, YTO BEJIMKAH TaK HAIJIO €U IEPEUUI,
ee 00eCKypaXujo, U OHa JaXe HE 3HaJla, YTO JieJlaTh — Ja U U3-3a OOUJIbI JIeTIaTh €l YK€ HUUYETro
HE 3aX0TEJNO0Ch. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHA MaxHyJa pykou: «byne mo-tBoemy». Hanmocnemok mocmorpes
Ha BajeHTHHO, KOTOpBIM, MEepexBaTUB €€ B3MIAA, KaK OyATO U3BUHSSICH MOXKaJl IJIe4aMH, OHa
CKpbUIACh 3a JIBEPbIO KapeThl. «Jla mpomaan onn 06a mpomaaoM!» — ymMalia OHa, XOTs IOHUMAIa,
YTO JIY4ILE €1 OT ITOr0 HUKAK HE CTAHET.

— T TOBOpWIL, YTO U3Yy4aellb JIOIEN, — MPOU3HEC BEIUKAH.

— I'oBopui1, Bce BepHO, — KUBHYJI BaneHTHHO.

— Pacckaxxu MHE 0 HUX.

— Yto Tebs unTepecyet?

— Bce.

BaneHTHHO KUBHYII C OYE€Hb CEpPbE3HBIM BUJIOM. Ha mpOTsSHKEeHWM moiydaca OH BEN IS
BEJIMKAHA LETYI0 aKaJIEMUUYECKYIO JIEKIIMIO O TOM, KTO TaKHE€ JIFOU, HAYMHas C TOr0, YTO BCE OHU
— MJICKOMUTAIONIME, U 3aKaHYMBAsl MPOLECCOM HMX MOABICHUS. BeaukaH ciymai U MOYTH HUYETO
HE MOHUMaJ, OJHaKO BaJeHTHHO paccKa3blBajl C TAKOW HHEPTUEH, YTO CIYIIaTh €ro ObLUIO OYEHb
MHTEPECHO. DTO HANOMHUHAIO €My pas3roBopbl ¢ Mueil, ogHako BaleHTMHO pacnosarain kK ceoe
Jake OOJbIE: OH Ha BEJIMKaHA HE Pyrajics U OTJINYaJCs OOJbLIEH OT3bIBYUNBOCTHIO.

— UT0OBI OBITH YETOBEKOM, HYKHO MTUTh MOJIOKO? — CJIeJIal BHIBOJI BEJTMKAaH.

Banentuno paccmesics.

— A Tak ¥ HE CKaxelllb, UTO y TeO0s Takoe YyBCTBO IOMOpa, BeJMKaH! DTO O4YEHb, OYEHB
3a0aBHo! Ho HeT, 4TOOBI OBITH YETOBEKOM, HYKHO BCErO-TO OBITh YEIOBEKOM. DTO OYEHb MPOCTO.
Ecnu Te6st 3TO HHTEpECYeT, y Te0s yKe MoJIydaeTcsl.



— VYxe? — mopa3uiica BEIMKAH U TOMBITAICS Pa3lIsAeTh CBOM CHIIYIT B HEOOJBINOW JIy)Ke
O] IEPEBBSIMU, YETO CAEIATh, KOHEYHO, HE CMOT.

— Koneuno. Ecnu Te0si Tak BOJHYET 3TOT BOMPOC... 3HAEHIb, s JIIOOII0 pa3roBapuBarh BO
Bpems mporyiaku. Jlasaii mpoiigemcss no jecy? Tonbko BABoeM. Tak pa3roBop MOMIET ropasjio
Jydlilie, U y3Haellb Thl Topa3io Oonbine. Tem Oonee noxas 3akoHumiics. M atot 3anax... Ox!..

— Xopo110, AaBaiTe MPOUAEMCS, — COTJIACUJIICS BEJIMKAH U IMOJHSIICS.

Mus, cuzieBias B KapeTe U BHUMATEIBHO CIYIIABINASA UX PA3TOBOP, TYT K€ HANPATIACh.

— Manpin! — KpuKHYyJa OHa, BBICYHYBIIMCH U3 KapeTbl. — Kyna 3To Tbl 0€3 MeHs coOpacs?

— S ckopo BepHYCh, Must, — 0OepHYIICS BEIMKAaH, Y)KE CACNaBIMM Mapy MaroB BIepe.

— W uT0, THI OCTaBUIIIL MEHS 37€Ch OJIHY?!

— 51 ckopo BepHYCh, — MOBTOPHWJI BEJIMKAH, U OHM ¢ BaJIeHTHHO HETOPOIJIMBO MOOPENH B
Jec.

«/la uepT ObI MX MOOpan!» — emie OoJIblIE pa3o3iniiach Musl U 3aXJIOMHYJIA ABEPb KAPETHI.

— Taxk TbI X04enb cTaTh YEI0BEKOM? — cIIpOCcUiI BalleHTHHO y BeJIMKaHa.

— Jla. Muae Mus nomoraer. OHa MEHS y4UT.

— W uT0, pe3ynpTaT npucyrcTByeT?

— Yro?

— Ilomoraet oOyueHue, roBopro?

— A, 1a. Mus cBoe J1e110 3HaeT. Sl yMeHbIIatoCh TOTUXOHBKY.

— Yrto? YMeHblmaembes?

— Ja. O1o nipaBaa. I caM HE MOT MMOBEPUTH, HO ATO MPABJA.

— A oOyuaet oHa Te0s ¢ TOMOIIBIO rpabekell U BOPOBCTBA, TPABUIIBHO?

— Jla, — KWBHYJ BEIMKaH, U HA JIMLO €ro MOKA3aJI0Ch HEKOE COKAJICHUE.

— MHe kaxeTcsi, OHa TPOCTO TEOS UCTIOJIb3YeT, — XMBIKHYJ BajieHTHUHO.

— Mus? Her-netr. OHa npaBaa yuut meHs. Ho s Bot myman... MoxeT ObITh, €CTh APYroil
croco6 oOyunuThes?

— A cnioco6 Muu tebe He Mo Iyle, 3HAaUUT?

— He no aymie, — cornacuiicsi BEJTUKaH.

— IlonsarHo, — cka3zan BaneHTuHOo. — A Tenepb mociyiiaid MeHs, BEJIMKaH. MHE KaxKeTcs
TeOe HUYeMY He HaJI0 yuuThCs. Kak s U roBOpuII, Thl y’K€ MPEKPACHBIN YEJIOBEK.

— Ho 370 Beab HE Tak! — BOCKJIMKHYJ BeJIMKaH. — MHaue st MOT OBl )KUTh C JIIOJIbMU.

— He kaxap1ii 4emoBEK MOXET XKUTh C JAPYTHUMH JIIOABMH. DTO XK€ HE 3HAYUT, YTO OH HE
yesoBek. Ta ke Must — oHa pa3Be MOXKET KUTh C IPYTUMHU JIFOJIbMU ?

— Mus — npyroe neno. Ee oOmkanu, moaToMy oHa caMa yIiuia.

— Buxy, ThI eif Bepuib. Ho 3auem Toraa 3axoTesn co MHOM mobecenoBath?

— Th1 5xe yueHbIl. MoxeT ObITh, Thl 3HACIIL APYror crocoo... CKaxu, y4eHbIH, 4TO TaKOE —
OBITH YEJIOBEKOM ?

— XM... [Tomumo Toro, 4ro s Ted€ yxe pacckasai...

N BanentuHo mnopancs B A0ATHE (PUIOCOPCKHE H3BICKAHUA, KOTOPBIE BEJIMKAH, [axe
HAaNPATasiCh, IOHUMAII YEPE3 CIOBO.

— YenoBek — CylIeCTBO HEOJHO3HAYHOE, BEIUKAH, — Npoaonkan BanentnHo. — U BOT MBI,
JIFO[IU, BCE €lle B MyTH. B HAac ecTh MUp, HO TakXe €CTh U BOMHA... OJHAKO 3TO HE 3HAYUT, UTO C
BOMHOW BHYTPU HYXKHO MUPUTHCs! NTH Bcerna HyKHO K MUpPY, BEJIMKAH.

— OJT0 Kak?

— Hy... Kak xe at0... Untn k Mupy, 3HAUUT, UMETh B ceOE€ TaKkHWe KadyecTBa, Kak



OT3BIBUMBOCTH, MUJIOCEPANE, TIOO0BL U YMEHUE MpolaTh. .. Hanmpumep, eciu tede caenanu 6016HO
— HE U] BOEBaTh, & IPUMHUPHUCH, TPOCTH, TOTAA U MOCTYNHUIlb IpaBuiIbHO. [loHMMaenp, 0 yeM s
TOBOPIO?

BanenTtuno Bipyr Opocui ObICTPBINA B3IIS Ha3al, MOJAEPKaJl €ro MPUMEPHO CEKYHIy U CHOBa
oOpaTuics K BEJIMKAHY.

— Pacckaxxu MHe Tenepb Thl, BEJIMKAH: @ KAKUMH Thl BUIUIIb JTOACH?

Bennkan 3a1yM4YuBO MOCMOTPEIN Ky1a-TO BBEPX.

— Korna s nymaro o nmoasx, s BcnomuHaro o Hope. DTa jkeHImHa Oblia Kak pa3 Tako, Kak
BBl ONMUCHIBAIM. [IpaBna, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB U OHA MPOTHAJIA MEHS... M 1 BCIOMUHAKO ene MHOTO
koro. OHu yxe He ObUTH Tak 100pbl, kak Hopa... He 3naro. S He 3Har0. Tak BBl TOBOPUTE, S YK€
yenoBek. Ho yTo MHe Torja aenarth ¢ pocToM?

BasieHTHHO HE OTBEUal.

— Y4eHbIii? — N03Bajl BEJIMKaH.

OH mocMoOTpen BHHM3 W BAPYr MOHsUI, yTo BaneHTuHO mponan. Tyr ke BHE3almHO pa3aaiics
kpuk. Kpuuana Mus. Benukan ObicTpo omisiHyncs, HO BanmeHTuHO HalTh Tak W He cymen. He
JaJIbHENIIME MOUCKH Y HETO BPEMEHU He ObUIO — TPEOOBAIOCH CPOUYHO BO3BpalaThes K Mumu.

[IpubesxaB Kk TOMy MECTy, TJle ocTanach Musi, BeIMKaH YBUCT KapeTy U MHOXKECTBO CIIEJIOB OT
0o0yBM Ha MOKpO#1 3emiie BOKpYT Hee. [[puOnu3nuBimce, OH 3arisiHYN B KAPETY U MO3BAI:

— Mus!

Mus oTo3Banachk:

— To1 monHbIA OONBaH, — CKa3asia OHa, Bbuie3as Hapyxy. OHa ObLia 11e1a, HO Y»KacHO 3J1a.

— Bce B nopsiike? — 4yTh YCIIOKOMBIIMCH CIIPOCHIT BETUKAH.

— Huuero ne B nopsnke. Huuero! Mens orpadbunu, uept Teds nodepu!

— Kak orpabunu?.. — nopa3uicst BeJIMKaH.

— Bort Tak. OT10T «y4eHsIii» BaneHTHUHO OTBIIeKan TeOs, MOKa Crofa IUId ero ApYxKKu. OHu
3abpanu Bce! Otu yponsl!.. Eciu 6 s morna, To... [1d!.. Hy kyma Te1 ymen, kyna! Pa3Benu kak
MOJIHBIX TypaKOB!

Mus Bce pyranace, a Benukan, nmoGnenHeB, MOJI4a yCTaBWICS B Ty CTOPOHY, Kylda OHH C
BaneHTHHO 1UIM HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Hazana. [lo ero B3misigy ObUIO BHAHO, YTO OH €IlE TOJBKO
COO0OpaXkaeT, 4ToO CIYYHIIOCh.

— TbI HUUETO HE XOYeNb CKa3aTh, a? — cnpocuiia Mus yepes3 mOIMUHYTHI.

— IIpoctu, Mus... — pacCTpOCHHO B3IOXHYI BEJIUKaH. — S aymal, OH TOBOPUT TaK
npaBwibHO. [loBepun emy.

— A Teneps Thl Oyneib BEPUTH TOJIbKO MHE, MOHsuI? [loToMy 4TO 9TO s BCerga roBOPIO
npaBuiibHO. 1 Gosbine T HE Oyzens OpocaTh MEHS OJIHY!

U xots 3Ta dpaza 3Byyana COBCEM He Kak BOINPOC, BEJIMKAH MOHYPO OTBETHUIL:

— bounbie He Oyy.

— 3anomuu, Manbiir: Bce BpyT. Jlaxe st HUKOMY He TOBOprO mpapay. Hukomy, kpome TeoOs,
MOTOMY YTO MBI ApYy3bs. Thl Oyzelb BEpUTh TOJBKO MHE, MaJblll, a s U Tak BEPIO TOJIBKO TeOe.

A npo cebs Mus nomymana: «Beap 3T0 He Tak yx W mioxo. Ilycte S WM nummiace
HEMaJICHBKHUX JCHET, HO UX A elle 3apaboTar. A BOT TO, YTO BEJMKaH Temeph HE OyIeT JOBEPATH
HHUKOMY, KPOM€ MEHsI, — 3TO TOpa3o LICHHEEY.



[ 1aBa ceapmasi: PacnpaBa

ITocne ncrtopuu ¢ BajeHTUHO BEIMKAH CIEIIAJICSA COBCEM yrproMbIM. Jlaxe ena, koTopyro Mus
MPUHOCHKJIA, HE JOCTaBIIsIa eMy ObUIOTO YIoBOJbCTBUS. K ToMy e goOaBuiiach HOBas IMpoodiema:
OH MepecTan yMeHbIAThCs. «MOXKET, 51 00JIbIlle M HE YMEHBIIYCh» — CKa3all OH KaK-TO C TPYCThIO B
rojjoce. Musi 3Haja, 4To UX pa30OMHUYbS KU3Hb CUACThI €MY HE MPUHOCUT, a €CJIU OHA €Ile U He
OyZleT COMpPOBOXKJATHCSI PE3YJIBTaTOM, — TO €CTh €r0 YMEHBIIICHMEM, — TO OH U BOBCE MOXKET
CHOBa 3aXOT€Th YHUTHU. 3a0€CTIOKOUBIIMChH, OHA pEIlMa, YTO UM CJIEAYeT 3aHAThCS YeM-TO Oojiee
CEPBhE3HBIM, HEXKEJIHU TPa0eKU PhIHOYHBIX TOKYNATENIEH U BCTPEUHBIX MYTHUKOB.

— Maubln, kak Mbl 00a yXK€ 3aMETUIIH, Thl IEPECTA YMEHBIIATHCS, — FOBOPHIIA OHA. — ITO
3HAYUT TOJBKO OHO: YPOKH, KOTOpPBIE s Te€Oe Mpernonaia paHee, Thl YCBOWI OTJIMYHO. HamoMuM
MHE, I0YEeMY HET HUYETro TaKOTO0 B TOM, UTOOBI TpaOUTh 01 ?

— [loTomMy 4TO Kaxabli YeTOBEK, €CJIi O MOT, rpaduil... — MPUIOMHUI BelukaH. — [IpocTo
BCe 00sITCS.

— IlpaBunbHo! IlpssmMo ot 3y0oB orckakuBaeT! Ho Ha 3TOM 00yueHue HE 3aKaHUYMBaeTCs. S
3HAl0, KaK cjienarh Te0s eie MeHblne! Tobko 3To Oynet Tsxeno. HecMoTpst HU Ha 4TO, mooOeIai,
YTO CIPABHUIIILCS.

— S mocrapatoch, — KUBHYJ BEJIMKaH, JaXe HE MOJ03PEBas, YTO 3aTessia €ro HaCTaBHUIIA.

Torma Mus nosena ero x ropoxny, B KOTopoM Bbipocia, — Bepxaum Xonmawm. Ilo mytu ona
cTapajiach Ha XOIy IpUIyMarb, KaK 3aCTaBUTh BEJIMKAaHAa NIOMOYb €M PACKBUTATHCS C [ ogpHKOM.
OHa BuieNa TUlIb OJIMH UCXOl BcTpeuu ¢ ['opukoM, OfHAKO BEJIUKaH, YTOObI MPOCTO COTIACUTHCSA
C €€ JKeJIaHuEeM, ObUT CIUIIKOM JT00pOAYILEH.

— $1 xody pacckazarh TeOe MpO YEJIOBEUECKHI MHUpP KOe-4TO elle, Marbll, — 3amnpia oHa
u3janeka. — Y Hac €CTh OJIHO MPABUJIO: €CIIU TeOs ymapuiik, HY>KHO 00s3aTeJIbHO OUTh B OTBET.
Nuade Oynieiib HUKEM.

— Te0s xTo-TO ynapui, Musa? — nopa3uicsi BEJTMKaH.

— Boo0me-to, na, — commacunack oHa. — EcTh onuH yenoBek... OH )XUBET B TOpoje, Kyaa
MBI eZIeM. I TaM BbIpOCIIa, MEXKTY IPOYUM.

— TBo# nom?

— Her y Mens goma, — otpe3ania oHa. — Korma-HuOyas Oyziet, HO ToKa HET. A 3TOT ropoj

MM TOYHO HUKOTrJa He ctaHeT. OH yxaceH, Manbi. YxkaceH.

Mus crama pacckassiBath 0 BepxHux Xonmax: 0 TOM, KaKME IUIOXHE TaM YKHUBYT JIFOAH, KakK
OHM OOMaju €€ BCE JIETCTBO, KaK M3ACBAIKChH HaJ Heil. BennkaH cocpeloTOYEHHO CiIyllal, U 10
BBIPQXKEHHIO €ro Juia Mus moHnMana, Korjga Hy)KHO J0OaBUTh IPaMaTUYHOCTH B TTIOBECTBOBAHUE
UJTU HA000pPOT YMEPUTh TIBLIL.

— W 3a Bce roapl 1 HE BCTPETUIAa HA OHOTO IMPUJIMYHOIO 4yesioBeka. [loroMy 4uro Takux tam
HeT. Jlaxke 1 — a sl TOYHO 3HAar0, KaKOBBI JIIOAM U HA KaKylO APSIHb OHU CIIOCOOHBI — MOHUMAIO
rpaHuibl. JKUTENM 3TOro Topoja ux He NOHUMAarT. OHU BCE — HACTOSIIAS T'PA3b, MOPTSIIAS MUP.
W cpeny HUX €CTh YENIOBEK, KOTOPBIN Xyxke Bcex. Ero 30ByT ['ogpuk. OH — HacTos1ee 3110.

— Ho Tb1 Beib roBOpuIIa, UTO 3714 HE CYILIECTBYET, — CKOH(Y3UJICS BEIUKAaH.

Must nomopumiIack — OHa HE JyMaJId, YTO BEJIMKAH 3alIOMHHUT €€ CIIOBA.

— D10 mpaBma. OTUX MOHATHM HE CYIIECTBYET B HOpMaidbHOM Mupe. OmHako naBau
npeacTaBuM cebe denoBeka... OH BOpyeT, IpaOUT, KaJIeUWuT KU3HU, YOUBAET, U €My OT 3TOrO
CTaHOBUTCS Jiydile. 3101 1u oH? Her, oH npocto Tak kuBeT. Ho 3Ta €ro kxu3Hb HE CTHIKYETCS C



KU3HAMH Jpyrux mofeii. To ecTh — coBepIlieHHO HUKakK. MbI ¢ TOOOH, XOTS 3aHMMaeMCs
BOPOBCTBOM M TpabekamMu (YTO B HaIlleM CJIy4ae K TOMY >K€ HEOOXOMMMBIA aKT IJIsi TBOETO
YMEHBIIIEHHS), 110 OOJNBIIeH YacTU KU3HU Jpyrux He TporaeM. OH ke ux jJomaeT. PasBe 3To
HOpMaJIbHO, MaJpii?

— OM-M... — 3aTpydHSJICS OTBETUTh BEJIMKAaH, HE J0 KOHIA MOHUMABIIMKA, O Y€M OHa
TOJIKyeT. — TbI TOBOpHIIL O4E€HBb CIHOXKHO, Musa. Ho MHe kaxkercs, 3T0 HeHOpMallbHO. Eciu 4
MOHUMAaI0 Te€Os MPABUIBHO. ..

— VYBepeHa, Thl MOHUMAENIb MPaBUWIbHO. Tak BOT. DTOT YeIOBEK — aOCOIIOTHBIM yXac, U
€CJIM OH MPOIAJET, TO BCEM OT 3TOTO cTaHeT ayuine. MimenHno Ttakou ['ogpuk. C aBeHAIaTH JET A
paboTana Ha Hero. JTO OH HayduJ MeHs BopoBaTh. Ho He momymaii, 4yTo s OT HEro Mmojay4uia
TOJBKO Xopoiuee. Manbi, OH... OH 3acTaBisul MEHS JAENarTh y)KacHble BelM... — Mus crana
TOBOPUTH MOJABICHHBIM, MIAKCUBBIM TOJOCOM. — ... Ja)ke He X04y BCIOMUHATh 00 3TOM... OH
rojioMaja Moo *u3Hb, Mainbi. Ho 3TO Belb HECHpPaBEIIMBO, YTO OH OCTAETCS 663HaKa3aHHBIM.
BepHO? ThlI 3a cripaBeNIUBOCTh, Manbii? Thl MHE MOMOKEIb pa300paTbes ¢ HUM, npaaa? YToOkl
OH OOJIbILIE HE CAEIANl TOAOOHOTO HU C KEM JIPYTHUM...

BenukaH ciyian ee ¥ MOCTENEHHO Bce OOJble Bepuil ee ciioBaM. EMy Kka3aioch, 4TO Tak
HMCKpPEHHE, KaK 3TO JieJiajia OHAa, HE CMOT Obl TOBOPUTH HU OAMH Jikel. [logyMaB Tak, OH OT4acTH
ObUT MpaB: TOBOPUTH Bce 3TO Mwuu ObUIO JIETKO, BEAb OHA camMa IOYTH Bepuia B TO, O 4YeM
pacckaspiBasia. Ilocine 3agaHHOTO €K BOIpOoca BEJIMKAH HEMHOIO IOMOJYaj, 3areM CKasall
MPEUCTIOTHEHHBIM COYYBCTBHS TOJIOCOM:

— KoneuHo, g momory. Ho... UTo TbI Xouews ¢ HUM caenaTtb, Mus?

— 4 eme gymaro, Maubii, — otBeTuna Mus. — ['OgpuK HACTOJIBKO MPOTHUBIIUM YEIOBEK. . .
Ero, k coxaneHuro, yxe He UCIIpaBULlb.

— Ho 151 Besib HE COOMpPAEILCS KAJIEUUTh €ro?

— DTO TPYAHBIM BONPOC, — B3JIOXHYIIA OHA, MBITASICh TOKA3aTh BCIO TSHKECTh MPUHUMAEMOTO
et pemieHusa. — Ecim ['onprka ocTaBUTh, TO U3-3a HETO MOCTPAJAET KTO-TO APYTOU, KTO-TO, KTO
MOT >KUTh HOpMaJIbHOM 3kH13HBI0! ThI BeIb HE XOUelllb, YTOOBI TOJJOOHOE MTPOU30ILI0?

— He xo4y, — nmokauaii roJJ0BOi BEJIMKaH.

— DT0 eme omuH ypok, Maupii. MHorga npuxomuTcs MPUHUMATh TPYIHBIA BBIOOp, OT
KOTOpPOTo OyJIET 3aBUCETh KU3Hb: JIMOO onHa, 1100 npyras. [loaToMmy HaM mpuAeTCs YTO-HUOYIb C
HUM cjenatb. — M oHa noropunack: — UTo-HUOYAb.

lompuk, kak OObIMHO, CUJIENT B KaOMHETEe, 00e/lal U BMECTE C T€M Pa3MbIIUISUT HaJ JeIaMu
BOPOBCKOM IAKWKH, KOTOPBIE B MOCJIEAHEE BPEMS IIUIM HE O4E€Hb JaaHO. OTYACTH 3TO HAYAIOCH,
Korma Mus mepecrana CIylIarbCs: BCE-TaKM OHA OTJIMYHO CHOPABIBUIACH C  3aJaHUSIMHU,
MPUIyMbIBaa XUTPOYMHBIE TJIaHBI U ObLJIa YMHA M M3BOPOTIIMBA, KaK HUKTO JIPYroi. A Korma oHa
ylwia, OTpsii BOPUILEK O4eBUAHO oOeaHen. OaHako mpolieMa 3akiovaliach BOBCE HE B 9TOM —
BeJlb BOPOBCKOM Ou3Hec ['oapuka neprkajicsi HE Ha KaKUX-TO KOHKPETHBIX JIOASX, TOMHUMO HETO
CaMoro, a Ha UX KOJIMYECTBE, — a B TOM, YTO BEPXYILKA TOPOJACKON MOJIUIUKA CMEHWUIIACH, OTYETO
MCUe3IUM BCE OBIBIIME JIOTOBOPEHHOCTH. [lonmiusi BbIIUIa W3-TIOJ, KOHTPOJS, IepecTana Oparb
B3STKM M Hayaja JIOBUTh BceX 0e3 pazdopy. MeToasl 00phObI ¢ BOpaMU MPHU ITOM YKECTOUMIIUCH:
3a MPOIIEIIMN MECSI] Ha KaTopre OKa3aJInuch Oojee AByX MI0KUH YEJIOBEK, TaKKe ObUTA OTPYOJICHBI
CeMb PYK, MU JAXX€ TPU TOJOBBI cierenu ¢ mied. KomreHncupoBare MmoTepu MOIVIM Pa3BE 4YTO
HOBHUYKH, HO HaOHUpaTh UX B TAKOM KOJMYECTBE 3a CTOJb KOPOTKHE CPOKHU HE YIaBajoCh, Jla U
o0y4aTh UX NPUXOIUIIOCH CIUIIKOM J0Jir0. OUeBUIHOTO BbIXOJa U3 MOJIOKEHUS [ ofpuK He BUAEI
Y, KaK 4eJO0BEK Hay4YeHHBI MHOTMMHU TOJlaMU BEJICHUS JIeJI, BRIOpal caMblil HaIC)KHBIM BapuaHT —



xJarb. Hampumep, moka HOBOE HA4YajabCTBO IOJUIAM YCIOKOUTCS, MOYYBCTBYET TSATOTSIIYEO
MyCTOTY B KapMaHax M MoueT HaBcTpeuy. KoHeuHo, mpu 3TOM OM3HEC 3aCTOMOPHIICS, & TPUOBLTH
ymaia, u3-3a 4ero y l'opuka Ha4aJuCh CUJIbHBIE MUTPEHH — €My Belb HYKHO ObUIO KOPMHTH
MHO>K€CTBO T'OJIOJHBIX PTOB, IOMHUMO CaMOT'0 OOJIBIIOTO — CBOEr0 COOCTBEHHOTO.

Pasmbmimienus logpuka mpepBainMCh, KOTIAa pas3fajlcs HEOXKUIAHHBIA CTYK B JIBEPb.
HenoBobHO MPOITIOTUB KYCOK KYpHIIBI B TpUOHOM coyce, ['0lpuk HETOPOIJIUBO BBHITEP PYKH O
IUIATOK U TOJBKO MOCJIE 3TOTO TPOMKO IMPOU3HEC:

— IIpomy, Bxoaure.

JIBepb MEIJIEHHO MoAaiach BIEped. 3a HEW MOKaszalcs MAaJIBUUINKA JIET YETHIPHAJATH B
COMPOBOXKACHUU OJHOTO W3 cTapumX. ['OIpUK MOMPUBETCTBOBAI €r0 HEXHOM YIBIOKOM, TMOCIHe
Yero nepeBes OCTHIBIIMM B3IUIS HA CTApLIETO.

— Yrto0-TO cpouyHoE?

— IIpocTute, 4TO OTBIEKIHU, — 3aJeNETAT CTApUIMHA. — ITOT — TOJKHYJI OH B IJIEUO
MaJIbYMIIKy — F'OBOPHUT, YTO CErOAHs BUaea Muro B ropoje. Ty camyro.

["oapuk ycTaBUIICS HA MAJIBUUIIKY, BOPOCUTEIBHO MPUTOAHSB OPOBH.

— Ha, naaromka I'ogpuk, — noarsBepaui ToT. — S ee BUAe, IpaBaa-npasaal

— A TBI yBEpEH, MOW XOPOIIMiA, UTO 3TO ObLIa UMEHHO Ta Musi? — npuurypuiics ['oapuk.

— Touno oHa, — 3aTpsiC TOJIOBON MalRIHIIKA. — S ee XOpoIlo MOMHIO, OHA OblIa CTapIlei
MO€EH TPYIIIBI.

Crapumii KHUBKOM MOJITBEPINAJI €TO CIOBA.

— XOpoI0-0... — 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO MPOTIHYI ['0puK ¥ MOMaHWJI MaJRIUIIKY K cebe. —
[Topoitan mobsmxe. Pacckaxku, Koraa, rlie U Mpu Kakux 00CTOSITEILCTBAX ThI €€ BUJIET.

Manpuuiika mojmomnesn K CTojly, CMEIIHO MOJIOKHWJI Ha HEro MmoadoOpoAOK C JIOKTSAMHU U CTall
paccka3biBarb. (OKa3aaoch, YTO OH PBICKAI IO TOPOAY, HAMEPEBASACHh BBINOJHUTH CTAHIAPTHBIN
OHEBHOW IUJIaH B MATh KOIIEJIBKOB, KOTNA YBUAEH MPUIMYHOTO BHJA JEBYOHKY Ha DIIABHOU
njomaau. EMy mokaszanoch, 4TO 3TO JMOO Kyledeckas J04b, JUOO KTO-TO U3 JABOPSHCKOU
IPUCIYTH — U B TOM, U B IPyrOM cCiydae, 1elb noaxonsmas. [IpocienoBas 3a HeM, OH IepeceK
HECKOJBKO YIMI[, M OHM OKa3aluch B Oe3mogHoMm mnepeyiake. [loHsB, 4To camoe Bpems
JEHCTBOBAaTh, MAJIBUUIIKA YCKOPHJI IIAr, OI00paicst OJimke W MOTSAHY/ICS K CyMKe, BUCEBIICH Ha
MosICE, U B ITOT K€ MUT JCBUYOHKA pPA3BEPHYIACh, CXBaTWJIA €r0 3a MPEAIJICYbEe M CKajla TaK
CUJIBHO, YTO y HETO W3 I1a3 OpbI3HYIU ciie3bl. CIycTsi MTHOBEHHE OH M OCO3HAJI, YTO Ha HETO
CMOTpUT Ta camasg Mus. 3J0paJHO YXMbBUISAACh, OHA MPUOIU3UIIACH K HEMY €Ile CHJIbHEE U
MPOLIEITAJIA:

— ThI HUUETO HE TepenyTan?

OH nomnsITasics BBIPBATHCS, HO OHA JEp)Kajla CIMIIKOM Kpemnko. Torma OH 3acKyiauil, Kak
ITOBPEAUBILIMY JIAINKY IIEHOK, U MOIBITAJICSA HAJIaBUTh HA KaJlOCTh, HO Mus peKkpacHO 3HaJIa dTOT
MIPUEM U HE KYIUJIACK.

— Cnymaii crofa, — npoummnesna oHa. — S oTmyiiy Te0s, HO Thl JUIsl MEHSI KO€-UTO CJIeaelllb.
Ilepenait ['onpuky, 4To g ckopo npuay. Ckaxu, 4To s X04y BEPHYTHCS B JIET0. A €Ile Iepenau, 4ro
A IPUIUIA HE C YCTBIMU PyKaMU. Y MEHS JUIsl HETO KOe-4TO €cTh. OJHO MPEeIIOKEHHUE.

— Kakoe?..

— OH y3HaeT, KOrjaa Mbl BCTPETUMCS. Thl MEHS MOHSN?

— loHsn-nIoHsUT! — 3aCTOHANI MaTbYUIIKA.

Ona oTHIBBIpHYJIA €r0 OT ce0sl U YIIUIa, a OH cpa3y ke noodexan k ['oapuky.

Ha ToM Mayipuuiika 3aKOHYMJI CBOM paccka3. YTaud OH TOJbKO ONHO — Musi moapoOHO



paccrpocuiia ero o Tom, Kak y L'onpuka nayr nema. Majisauk cO CTpaxy BBUIOXKHI € BCIO IIPaBYy:
O TOM, 4YTO IUIATUTh CTAJIW MEHBIIE, YTO IMOJULMS PBET U MEUYET, 4TO [ OAPUK OT BCEro 3TOTO HE B
nyxe. He ckazan on 00 stom ['oapuKy, MOTOMY YTO CTBIAMIICS CBOETO MAJIOMYIIMSI, a TAaK:Ke O0sIICs,
4yTO ['0JIpUK HAKaXKET €T0 3a U3JINIIHE JITUHHBINA SI3bIK.

l'ompux ciyman, BHUMAareabHO DISiAS HAa MalBUUIIKy, W HWHorjma kuBajd. Korma pacckas
KOHYMJICS, OH YJIBIOHYJICS M IPOU3HEC:

— 4 3Han, 4yro oHa BepHeTcA. [lypouka Iymana, 4To CMOXKET XWUTh NHO-Apyromy. sKaisb,
KOHEYHO, YTO €M HE yaanock... Ho Bce, 4TO HU Aenaercs, — K Jy4uieMy. A Thl... — MOTpenal OH
MaJIBIUIIKY TI0 TOJIOBE, — ThI ceromHs Harepriencs, Aa? CKOJIBKO KOIIEIHKOB TeOE OCTaloCh
MPUHECTH?

— UYersipe urryku, msaas I'ompuk... — mpuU3HAICA TOT, NPUCTBLKEHHO OIyCKas IVIas3a; yxKe
npuOIKacs Beuep, a JOOBITh YETHIPE KOIIeJIbKa 3a Iapy 4acoB eMy Obl BpsiJI JIM YAAJIOCh.

Opnnako ['ogpuk nposBUI BEIUKOIYIIUE:

— Mosens HE NPUHOCUTH WX, AOporou. Tel m Tak MHOrO caenain. Monogen! Tonpko He
3a0y/1b 100aBUTH B IIJIaH JIOMOJIHUTEIBHO 110 JBa KOIIIEJIbKa — Ha 3aBTPa U MOCJIE3aBTpa.

3Hakom ['oipuK Mmokaszajn crapiiemMy, 4YTOObl TOT 3a0paji MAJIBYUIIKY U BeiMeTasICs. OCTaBIIMCh
B OIMHOYECTBE, OH CTAJI PA3MBIIUIATh, UTO €MY JI€JIaTh C BepHYyBIIeHcs Muen. [Ipu paccraBanuu o
TOBOJIBHO JKECTKO YIPOKajl €U, a Tenepb HE 3HaJ, BBIIOJIHSITH JIU T€ YIPO3bl. « MOXKET, S MOCTYILIIO
MMEHHO TaK, Kak o0emman, — noaymaln oH. — Ho cHavana mociymaro, 4To oHa ckaxeT. YepToBke
yJ1aJIOCh MEHA 3aUHTPUTOBATH!»

ITog Beuep Mus mosiBWIach mepesl BOPOBCKUM JIOMOM. Y ABEpPEU CTOSIIO TPU YEJIOBEKA —
HaHsThie ['onpukom oxpanHuku. Korna oHa Toabko HaYMHANIA 3/1€Ch Pad0TaTh, JIOM OXPaHSJI BCETO
OJIMH YE€JIOBEK, HO C KaXKJIbIM rojIoM [ '0JJprK CTaHOBUJICSI BCe OECITOKOMHEE U HAHUMAJI BCE OOJIbIIIE
moneri. OXpaHHUKU y3HAIM MU0, NEPENIAHYINCh, U OAWH W3 HUX VIIEJ BHYTPb, BeJIeB Mun
xKJarb. Uepe3 MUHYTY OH BEpPHYJICS U paclaxHyl mepej] HeW JIBepb. 3aiijil B JOM, OHA MEpPBbIM
NEJIOM MOMOPLIMJIACH, BCIIOMHHB, KaK 4YacaMyd HOCWJIACh W3 yIVia B YrOJ C TPANKOW B PYKax.
«Bcerna cryyucs, €ciiM HE XOUelllb MEPEBBIIOJIHATh [UIAH» — BCIIOMHUJIA OHA OJHO U3 IJIaBHBIX
MpaBuJl, OKa3aBIIMCh Nepe]] kabuHeToM [oapuka. XOTs jKelaHue MO3JUTh CTapuKa ObLIO BEIHUKO,
OHa BCE K€ MocTy4anack. ['onoc ['olpuka TyT k€ IpUTIIACUIl €€ BOWTH.

— Musi! — co 3BeHsIIIeH paloCcThiO B TOJI0CE BOCKJIMKHYI OH, YBUJIaB €€ nepea cobon. — Pan
TeOst BUAETh, 30J10TIIe. Kak mpoIwio TBoe myTeniecTBre?

— Hennoxo, — yKJIOHYMBO OTBETUJIA OHA, OOBOJIS B3TJISA/IOM KaOUHET.

— Jla? A 4 ciblani, Tl UM HE OYE€HBb JOBOJIBHA... [I03TOMY ThI U pelmiia BEPHYThCS KO MHE,
BEpHO?

Must ipoiiia Briepes U cesa Ha cTya. OXpaHHUK BCTaJ PSIOM, TPUCTAIIBHO 32 HEW HaOmroaasl.

— Ha camom nene, Moe myremecTBUe ACHCTBUTEIBHO MPOILLUIO HEMIOX0. Thl BUAMIIG, KaK S
HBIHYE OJIEBAIOCh? JTO BCE A HE HA PBIHKE MOKYIAJIa, a B MECTaX, Ky/Jla 3aXa>KUBAET 3HATh.

— To ecTp B Mecrax, rae 3HaTh OOBIYHO TOKYMAET ONEKIY JIsl CBOMX JETeH? — He
yAepKaycs U Chsi3BUI [ OIpUK, TBITAsACh MOAATh 3TO Kak J0Opyro IIyTKy. Bipodewm, Tenepsb, Korjaa
OHa oOparujia BHUMaHWE HA CBOM BHEIIHWN BUJ, OH JCHCTBUTEIIBHO YJIUBHJICS KayeCTBy U
JIOPOTOBU3HE €€ OJECHKBL.

— CMOTpH, YTO y MEHS €Ilie €CTh, — Mpou3Hecaa Musi, TpOUTHOPUPOBAB €r0 CII0BA, 10CTAJIA
M3 KapMaHa MEIIOYEK M BBICHINAJA HA CTOJ €r0 COAEPKHUMOE — KOJIbLA, 0XKEPEIbs,, CEPbIU U
MPOYME APAroleHHOCTH.

['onpuk B3s11 OHO W3 KOJIEI] M CTaJl BHUMATEIbHO €ro u3ydarb. OH TYT K€ MOHSJI, YTO 3TO HE



MOJAENKA, U YAUBUIICS €Ille OOJIbIIE MPEXHETO.

— OrTkyna y Te0s Bce 3T0? — HaXMypWJICAd OH, M M3JTydaeMasi UM paHee NMPUBETINBOCTh TYT
K€ UCIapuiach.

— Kak Buaumib, y MEHs BC€ OTJIMYHO. A BOT y T€Os, HACKOJBKO 5 CibIIAjia... TOT mapeHek
nepenan Tede, 4To y MEHs eCTh K Tebe mpeyioxkeHue, aa? ITo aeno, a1 [oapuk, MOXeT CUIIbHO
U3MEHUTHh TBOE TosiokeHue. Ceilyac Thl OAMH M3 CaMbIX OOrarbix Jrofed B 3ToM ropojae. Eciu
BBICJTYIIIACIIIL MEHS ¥ COIVIACHUIIILCS, MOXKEIIh CTaTh CAMBIM OOTaThIM YE€JIOBEKOM BO BceM CeBepHOM
KoponescTse.

Ha nume [Nompuka oTpasuiochk HeoBepre, HO OH HE TTepeOrBal 1 BHUMATEIbHO CITYIIAIL.

— Ilonumaro, 9To TeOE CIIOXKHO MOBEPUTH, YTO S MOTY MPEAJIOKHUTH UTO-TO JeibHOE... Ho
JaJibllie BEpUTH OYJIET elle CI0KHEE.

— O 4yem 310 THI? — crpocuid ['ogpuK ¢ COBEPIIEHHBIM OTCYTCTBUEM 3MOIUM, YTOOBI HE
MOKa3bIBaTh CBOIO 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTh — YTO Musl, BIpOYEM, Cpa3y ke pacKycua.

— Bce 3Tu aparoiieHHOCTH — a elle Te, YTO S Cloja He NpuHeciaa — s 3apaborana ¢
MOMOIIBIO BeJMKaHa. Jla-ga, OrpOMHOIO BEJIMKaHa, KOTOPOro BCTPETHUiA B Jiecy. MOXKHO CKa3arh,
MbI C HUM JIOOpbIE MPUSITENN U oMoraem Apyr apyry. OH HEMHOTO TyroBar, HO MOJHOCThIO MHE
noBepsieT. Eciii Thl comTacuIIbCs 3aKJIIOUATh C HAMU COI03, MBI OBICTPO BO3bMEM IOJI KOHTPOJIb
BECH TOPO/I, & IOTOM U BCE KOPOJIEBCTBO.

['ogpuk HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsl HE POU3HOCUII HU CJIOBA, IOTOM YCMEXHYIICH.

— YTO THI HECEIIIb, IETOYKA? — CIPOCUJI OH U B3IISIHYII HA OXpaHHUKA, KaK Obl UHTEPECYSCH:
«Thl TOXE BCcEe 3TO ciablman?». — S DKy, BBIIMBKA IpoOeJia B TBOEW TOJIOBE ABIPY, pa3 Thl
JTyMaelllb, 4TO sl KYIUTFOCh Ha TTOJ0OHYIO UyIIb!

— 41 3Haa, 4TO THI HE MOBEPUIlIb, HE YBUIEB, — CIIOKOMHO cKa3zana Mus. — Ho Benukan He
MOKET MPOCTO TaK MPUUTH B TOPOJI, TOATOMY OH HE CO MHOM. XO4Yellb MPOBEPUTH U YOETUTHCS?
Torna ormpasisiics co MHOU B jiec. My monwiu mroaei, eciiu OOUIIbC UATH CaM.

— $1 aymato, ThI IPOCTO TIyMasi Iypa, KOTOpas pemmiia OT MeHs N30aBUThCS, — paccMesics
lonpuk. — Tbl HaBepHsIKa HaHsIA KAaKUX-TO OAHIUTOB, KOTOPHIE BEDKHUAAIOT B JIECY U TOTOBSITCS
HaIacTh, KaK TOJBKO 5 OKaxxychk. Ho aToro He 6yzner!

— I1... Asana Iogpuk, yto T TOBOpUIIL? S 0 TakoM naxke He noMbinnisuia. Kisaycs! [onwm
co MHOHM mogeil. XoTa Obl omHOro uenoBeka. Koro yroano! I'maBHoe, 4TOOBI ThI IOBEPSUI €MY.
[IycTh OH MOATBEPIUT MPABY.

l'ompuk pa3mymbiBan Kakoe-TO BPEMS, 3aT€M BbI3BAJ TOT0 MAJBMMIIKY, KOTOPBIA paHEe
BcTpeTWs1 Muto B ropone. OH npukasan eMy NOWTH 3a Muen B J1leC U TPOBEPUTH, TOBOPUT JIU OHA
npaBay o BenukaHe. [lepen TeM Kak MalpduIKa yies, ['oapuk mogo3Bai ero k cedbe U mpoIenTa,
4YTO O0Em@eT OCBOOOAUTH €ro OT JI000i paboThl Ha LIENBI MECSI] U BBIAACT Cpa3y HECKOJBKO
OKJIAJIOB, €CJIM OH CHpaBUTCA. ['ogpuK ayman, 4To TaKUM 00pa3oM CMOXET MPeAyNnpeauTh MOAKYI
or Muu. KakoBo e ObUIO €ro pazouapoBaHHe, KOTJIa MaJBIUK BEPHYICS U JIPOXKAIMM TOJIOCOM
MOJITBEPANII, YTO B JIECY HAXOUTCA HACTOSIIIMI BEJIUKAH.

— Teneps Bepulb? — cupocuia Musi, K0 ylIbI0asch.

l'onpuxk He Bepui. OH BbI3BAI MATH YEJOBEK M CHOBA IOCHal MX B JieC. BepHyBUIMCh, OHH
cooOLIH, 4TO MUs TOBOPUT MpaBAy, U MOTEPSIBUIMIA TeprieHue ['oapuk ¢ KpuKaMu MPOTHAN UX U3
kabuHeTa. 3aTeM OH BBI3BAJ €Il CEMb YEJIOBEK M IMocian yxe ux. llepen ux yxomom oH BCTand
repe] HUMHU U CKasal:

— IloMHUTE TE BpeMEHA, KOTJa BbI TOJBKO NMpuIuiK? S Bellb MPOSBHI K BaM BEIUKOAYIIME?
[IposiBuii, Tak Beab? Ilyctun Bac k cebe B oM, Jall Xujabe, oAexay... Hampumep, Tebe, moi



noporoit ['eHpu, 51 cpa3y Bejen Jarh HOBYIO 00yBb, BEJb Thl XOIUJ B KYTKOTO BHUJIa OOHOCKaxX. Thl

noMHHIIL 00 3ToM? C TOro MOMEHTA Bbl HA B YeM HE HYXKJAJIUCh, U JI0 CUX TOP JKUBETE Ty4IIe,
yeM MOIIU cebe MPeNCTaBUTh KaKUX-TO MATh-ACCATh JieT Haszaja! Bbl Belb MOBOJIBHBI CBOMM
nosioxkenreM? Xoporio. Torna st xouy, 4TOObI Bbl OTIUIATUIN MHE. CXOAMTE 32 ATOM MEJNOYbIO U

CKaXHUTE MHE MPaBAy — CUAMT B Jiecy BeJiMKaH win HeT? CrynaiiTe.

Ho, HecMoTps Ha Bcero crapanusi, OT HUX OH HUYETO HOBOTO He yciblnan. He ycrmokonBImMch,
['onpuik BI3BaM €lIe IECATh YEJIIOBEK — Ha 3TOT pa3 pa300MHUKOB, MIAHTAXKUCTOB U rpadbuTeneil, ¢
KOTOPBIMH IIPOBOPAYMBaJ CaMble TEMHBIE JIeJIa.

— Omna Bcex noakynaer! — yBepsil OH uX. — Y Hee Kyda aeHer. He 3Haro orkypa... Llenas
kyda! Bei 3a0eperte y Hee Bce U mpuHeceTe ciona. Yoeiite ee, eciau nmoHagooburcs. [Tomenum Bee mo-
yecTHOMY. ToJIbKO OylbTe aKKypaTHEW: B JIeCy HaBEpHSKA HECKOJIBKO YEJIOBEK CUIUT B 3acaje.
DTHUX TOYHO yOeuTe.

Koraa oHu BepHY/IHCh, OMH MY)KYMHA MMOI0IIEN K ['0JIpuKy ¥ HEPBHO JOJIOMKKUII:

— Tam peuictBuTensHO Benukad... Hacrosmmii!l.. MeTpoB cemb poctom! DT0... A Takorao
HUKOTTIA. ..

— Br1 uT0, M31€BaeTeCh HanO MHOK?! — He Bolepkan ['ogpuk. — [IpuBeaure croga Muto!

Muto, KoTOpas *xaajia 3a ABEPhIO B KOPUIOPE, TPUTIIACUIN BHYTPb.

— Hy u? — cnpocuna ona. — S yxe ycrana Oerars Tyna-ctona, asaas [ogpuk. CKOJIBKO
MOHO? Koria Thl ye MOBEpPHIIIb, YTO sl TOBOPIO MPaBIY?

— Huxorga! — BockiukHyn [ogpuk. — S HUKOrJa HE MOBEPIO TBOMM CIIOBaM, MaJIeHbKas
IpstHb! A BBl BCE... — pa3BEpHYICA OH K CBOUM JIIOASIM M yKazaJl Ha HUX CKPIOUYECHHBIM
nainplieM. — BBl mpocTo kagHble TBapu, MpENaBIIMe MEHs 3a Mapy MOHET. YOupaiTech Bce
orcrona!

OHM ¥ HE 3HaJd, 4TO Ha 3TO OTBeTUTHh. [loTynus B3mIsiAbL, dtoau ['onpuka ynanunucsk. Cam
[onpuk, octaBumcek ¢ Muei HaeauHe (HE CYUTass OXpaHHUKA, TTO-TIPEKHEMY CTOSBIIIETO B IBEPAX),
3ayMUUBO IOJIepraj YeJIOCThIO U 3aJa1 BOIPOC:

— Yero Tb1 toOUBaenIbCsA?

— W3HavanbHO s X0Tena MPUBECTH HOBOTO WiI€HAa B KOMaHAy, — CKa3zaya oHa. — Temnepb 3To
y’Ke JIeJIO MPUHIUIIa — J0Ka3aTh, YTO BEJIMKAH CYIIECTBYET, a 5 HE Bpaja. Heyxenu Tol 1yMaellb,
YTO 51 XOUy HaBpeIuTh TeOe? S moHuMaro, 4To y HacC CJIOXKHbBIC OTHOIICHUS, Jsaonka ['onpuk. [la,
a1 Opocuna 1eds, a Tel Harpyous MmHe. Ho 3T0 B mpouwioM. Moxer, s 1 He Obljla BCEM JOBOJIBHA. ..
HO HEY)XEJIu Thl AyMaelllb, 4To s He OnarogapHa TebOe? Thl ObUT MpaB — T€ JIETH, KOTOPHIE HE
OCTJINCH B HAITIEM JIOME, BCKOpE JTU00 yMUPaIH, TN00 KUJIM COBCEM JKAJIKO, MUTAICh O0hEAKAMH H
MycopoMm. Sl mpaBaa OmaromapHa Tebe 3a TO, YTO ThI MPEJOCTABUI MHE JOM, €Iy, OICKIY —
HOPMaJbHYIO KM3Hb. Sl 3HAI0, YTO Thl OTHOCHIILCS KO MHE IMOYTH KaK K JIOUYepH, U s cama
OTHOIIYCh K TeOe MmouTh Kak K oTiy. Tak moeputh MHe, loapuk! Benukan cymectByer! On
npuHeceT Tebe MoJb3y, BOT YBUIUIIb. Eciin Xouens TouHO yOeaAuThCs, moiaeM co MHOU. OH 3/1ecCh,
COBCEM HEJIaJIEKO 3a CTEHOM.

[onpuk migaen Ha Hee MOYTHU HE MOpPTrasi, U Ha CEKyHy €il T0Ka3aJloCh, YTO OH NoBepuIL. Tem
HE MEHEE Yepe3 CEKYH/y €ro I'yObl paclof3IiCh B SIIOBUTON YABIOKE, M OH CKa3al:

— Her-HeT-HeT... DTO 1 — MOCTy4Yaja OH MO TPYIU — HAydus TeOsl BpaTh, MOS IIpeJieCTHAs
Kporika. Sl 3TO BpaHbe 3a BEpCTYy MOYYIO, & Ha TaKOM OJM3KOM PAaCCTOSHUU WM MPOCTO Hecer!
['oBopHIIb, OTHOCHUIIILCSI KO MHE KakK K OTIy? A pa3Be y TeOs KOoraa-HUOynb ObUT HOpPMAaJbHBIMI
oTell, YTOOBI Thl MOTJIa TOHUMATh, YTO 03HAYAET «OTHOCUTHCS Kak K oTiy?» Her, Thl He 3Haelb. ..
S He Bepr0 HM OAHOMY TBOEMY CJIOBY. Sl BEpr0 TOJBKO B TO, UYTO Thl IpPHUHEC]A ClOla Ky4y



nparoreHHoctei. He 3Haro, kak Thl MX AocCTajia, HO... Y TeOs JUIb OJWH BapHaHT — IMPHUBEIU
CBOETO BEJIMKaHa B TOPOMA, K MOEMY JOMY, K caMoi Moel aBepu. ToJIbKO Torma si, MOXET OBITh,
noeepro. Ho atoro He ciyuutcs, He Tak au? Hukto He mpuper. [loTomy 4TO HET HUKaKOro
BEJIMKAaHa, a ThI POCTO KaJIKasg HEYJaYHUIIA U T1I0Xas JITYHbS.

— Xopo1io, — CHOKOWMHO comacunack Mus. — Torma HE TOPONHUCH 3acChllarb CETOHHS,
MOTOMY UTO OH OYyJEeT 3/1€Ch, KOTJ]a HACTYIUT TITyOOKasi HOYb.

CkazaB 3T0, OHa yIIUa.

Mus Obula clierka pa3odyapoBaHa TEM, YTO €l HE yIaJIOCh BBITAIMTL CTapyuKa U3 AoMa. 3Has,
YTO OH HUKOMY HE JIOBEPSIET, OHA I0JIAraJIa, YTO PAHO WM MO3IHO OH PEIIMT MPOBEPUTH BCE CaM U
OTHPABUTCA C HEW B Jiec. XOTs OHA OOJIbIlIE UMIIPOBU3UPOBANIA, YEM JIEHCTBOBAJIa IO KAKOMY-TO
IUIaHy, e OHa J0CTUIIa — ['OIpUK M BEIMKaH BCE )K€ BCTPETATCA. [Ipon3onaer 3To B jiecy Wimn
B TOpOJIe — YK€ HE TakK BakHO. U CI0KUIIOCH BCe KpailHe yaauHo: eciau Obl Mus pelmiia npuBecTH
BeliKkaHa K ['ompuky mpocto Tak, ['onpuk, BeposTHee Bcero, ycnen Obl cOexarb, a Teepb OH cam
XAl 3TOM BCTpeuu. Muu, OIHAKO, €Ile OCTABaJIOCh NPUIyMaTh, KaK MPOTAIMTh CEMUMETPOBOTO
BellMKaHa B ropona. Hejonro mopa3MmbICiivB, OHA pENMiia, YTO B 3TOM HET HUKAKOW MPOOJIEMBI:
«IloueMy 3TO BeJIMKaH JIOKEH OCTaBarbCid HE3aMEYEHHbIM? Sl BOBCE HE MPOTUB HABECTU MAHUKY
Ha JTOT MypaBeHuUK». M OHa pgaxke yIbIOHYIAch, MPENCTABISAS, KaKk OT Hee, CHUAAIICH Ha
BEJIMKAHBUX IJICUax, B CTpaxe pa30eraroTcs JIIOIu.

...K monynouu I'ogpuk Bce cuien B CBOEM KaOMHETE U Pa3JApa)KEHHO CTydall JIAJIOHSIMH IO
ctosty. OH ObLT yBEepeH, YT0 Musi JypHUT €ro, HO MPOCTO MOWTH CIaTh OH BCE K€ HE MOT — HE YIIUIa
K€ OHa HACOBCEM, OPOCHB 3aT€l0 MOKBUTAThCA ¢ HUM. Tak OH cujen 0e3 Jiejla HECKOJIbKO 4acoB,
MOKa BAPYT HE YCIIBIIIAJ, YTO B TOPOJIE YTO-TO HAYAJIOCh: PA3JaIUCh KPUKU U BOILIH, 3aTPE3BOHUIIN
KOJIOKOJIa, MOCJIBIIAJICSA LIyM Oeryiiei Toamnbl. Yepe3 MUHYTY K HeMy BO€XKall OMH U3 CTAPIIHX.

— Hsans Togpuk! B ropoae Benukan! — mposieneran OH, sAad Ha ['ogpuka KpymibIMA OT
y’Kaca ria3aMmu.

lompuk Ha 3TO NUIb (BIPKHYT U MaxHyl PYKOW, MpHUKa3biBas TOMY yXomuTh. OH IIOXO
IIOHMMAJl, YTO TBOPUTCS, U B TOJIOBY €MY JI€3Jla IIOJHAS 4ylllb, BPOAE TOrO, 4TO MHS MOAKYIHUIa
BECh TOpOJ M 3acTaBuJja >KUTEJEH Urparb B CBOEH Mbece, U BCE pagll HEro — 4YTOObl OOMaHYyTh
lonpuka. «Abcypa? — copaumBai oH ceda. — [a, abcypa. Ho s ckopee moBepro B IpakoHa, O
KOTOPOM paccKasbiBajia MbsiHb B OOpjielie, YeM B BEJIMKaHA, O KOTOPOM paccKa3biBaja dTa MeaKas
cyka. Her, ona yto-to 3agymaina... OHa KOBapHas, CKOJIb3Kasi — 3TO 5 Hayuus ee ObITh Takor! Ho
OHa BCE PaBHO HE CMOXKET MpoBeCTH MeHs. Eil He yiacTcs MeHs 0OMaHyThY.

Yepes HECKOJIBKO MUHYT CTapIliMii CHOBA 3arjisiHYJI K HEMY B KAOUHET.

— Bce Oeryr, mans lompuk! Jlaxke oxpana ymuia! Benwkan uaer mpsimMo cioma, K JoMy!
Yxomum, nansa ['ogpuk!

["onpux paccmesuics.

— VYbupalics 0TCIO/Ia, YEPTOB IpeiaTeb, — BBIILIIOHY OH, IPEKPATUB CMEIThCA. — YTOOBI
s TeOsI HUKOT/Ia 0OJIbIIIE 3/IeCh HE BUJIEN, YOII0/I0K. Y Oupaiics!

Crapumii yien, a 'opuk ocrancs cUIeTh B KaOUHETE.

Yepe3 HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsI BECh BOPOBCKOW JOM, TAE OCTAJICS OOWH JIMIIb [ OOpuK, 3aTpsccs.
Tpsicka Obu1a cTONB CTpammHoM, uTo ['0NpuK, B3MISIHYB BBEpPX, CTal OMACaThCsA, KaK Obl TOTOJIOK HE
CBAJIMJICSl EMY Ha TOoJIoBYy. Bapyr nBepsr kabuHeTa pacnaxaynach 0e3 ctyka. Ha mopore crosma Musi.
VBuges Onennoro ['ogpuika, oHa TMomyMalia, 4TO OH COINENI C yMa: €ro rojioBa Jepraiach, poT
CYIOPOXKHO XBaTajl BO3AyX, I1a3a 0€3yMHO METAJIMCh U3 OJHOTO yrja KaOuHeTa B APYrou.

— Hy d4ro, mgmomka ['ogpuk, — mOpoW3HECIa OHA TOPKECTBEHHbIM TOHOM. — Wuem, s



MOKaxy Te0e BeJNKaHa.

['ompuk Ge3pornoTHO momHsuIcs W momies 3a Muei. OHu Beinid U3 aoMa. Tombko ['ompuk
CTYHMJI 3a IOPOT, €ro TYT K€ MOAXBAaTHUJIA HEBEIOMAas CUJIa U NOJHsIA BBICOKO BBepX. He xenad
BUJIETH TOTO, YTO €TI0 IEPKUT, ['onpuk 3axxmypuiicsi. OH TPOH3UTEIBHO 3aBOITHII, a BUICTABIIME U3
€ro pTa CJIIOHU OCTaJUCh Ha rydax u moAadopoike 0enoil meHowu.

— Tenepp Bepumb?! — xpuvana emy Mus cauzy. — Bot o, Benukan! [locmoTpu Ha Hero,
['onpux! ITocmotpu!

['onpuk mo-mpexxHeMy AepKall mia3a 3akpbITbIMU. Muto 310 pa3osznuino. OHa XoTena cKas3arb
YTO-HUOYIb €Ille — OHa Jlake€ TOTOBUJIA CBOETO poJa peyb, KOTOPYIO TIAHUPOBaja MPOU3HECTH
nepe NOCJICIHUMHU MTHOBEHUSIMU CTAPUKA, HO BAPYT MOHSUIA, YTO TOBOPUTH €A HEUYETO.

— JlaBaii ero croja! — ckoMmanjoBaja Musi BEJIMKaHYy.

Benukan cmotpen Ha ['ogpuka u He mOHUMAI: «BOT 3TOT cTapblii 4eloBEK NMPUYUHUI Muun
cToJibkO 371a?» OH elle He 0 KOHLIa 0CO3HaBall, 4yTo Mus cobupaercs Jienarb, HO BUJEI, KaKk B €€
pykax OJIECHYJIO JIE3BHE HOXa, U YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO OT/AATh €il ['ofapuka OyneT HempaBUiIbHO, HO B TO
e BpEMs CJIMIIKOM JOBEpsI €i, 4ToObl 0oTKa3aTh. OH JOJTO CTOSJI, COMHEBAasACh, © Mus BHOBb
3aKpuyaIa:

— JIn6o pa3ngaBu ero cam, OO OTHaal ero MHe!

Bce ke nmogmaBumce ee Boje, BEIMKAH AKKYPaTHO ITOJ0KUII Tpscyierocs ['ogprka Ha 3emMitto.
Tor cpa3y »xe moBepHyICs Ha0OK M OOXBAaTWJ TOJOBY pykaMu. Musi momonuia K ObIBIIEMY
HAaCTaBHUKY, OMYCTUJIACh PSIIOM C HUM Ha KojieHu. Tenepb meuinia yxxe oHa. Ee OpoBu momnonsinu
BBEPX, U30 PTa BBUIETEJ] KOPOTKHUM CMENIOK, MOCJE YEro OHAa paccMesiach BO BeCh rojioc. Cmex
MPONOJIKAJICS HEECTECTBEHHO N0JATO0 — MU MpOCTO HE 3HaJA, KOrJa MpeKparuTh. A Korja OHa
BCE JK€ 3aKOHUMJIA CMESThCA, HAa €€ rydax He OCTajoCh U ciefa OT ynbloku. Ee nuio Hakpbuia
yepHas TeHb. Kak TONMBKO CTajo MOHATHO, YTO TPSAJET, BEIUKAH Cpa3y MOKalIeld O CBOEM PELICHUH.
Emy 3axorenoch cxBaTuTh MU0 1 yHeCTH nojaneliie ot ['ogprka, a 0 HEM caMmoM HaBcera 3a0bITh.
OnHako OH HE TOIICBEIIUIICS, JIUIIL 3axMypuiica. PazBepHnyB 6e3ponoTHoro ['ogpuka k cede, Mus
BOH3MJIA HOX €MY B I'OpPJIO.

lonpuk yxke mepectan Xpurerb U OOMsK, a Mus Bce cujena mepea HUM Ha KOJICHSX U
CMOTpea Kyda-TO BHU3. BbIIO CIIOXKHO MOHSATH, BRIPAXKAET JIM €€ JIMIO MeYalb WIM TaK KaXeTcs
M3-3a HaKphIBIIEH ero TeHU. He xemnas 0oJibllie 0CTaBaThCsl B rOpojie, BETUKaH 0e3 CIpoCy MOAHSII
HACTaBHUILY U HaIPaBUJICS B CTOPOHY Jieca. OHa HE MPOTECTOBAJIA.

Vnuna, mo KOTOpOW OHM IUIM, ObLIa COBEPIICHHO OE3IIOAHOM, HO IO JOHOCHBIIMMCS
u3Janeka Kpukam ObUIO SICHO, YTO TOPOA TMOKUHYIW Jajeko He Bce. BuesamHo Mwus 3amernia
3/IaHlE TOPONICKOTO OaHKa W BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO B HETO YCTpauBajcs paboTarh €€ CTapblii 3HAKOMBIiA
— crapumii ee rpymnmnbl Camii. Muio BHOBB TIepernoiHuia 37100a.

— YHHUUTOXKb 3TO 34aHHE, Maubl, — cKa3aja OHa.

— Bapyr Tam mtonu? — 3a0eCroKOUIICS BEJIMKaH.

— Tam Hukoro Het. Buyrpu nycro. JlaBait, caenaii ato. [loxanyiicra. Pagu mens, Masbi

OHa Tak OTYassHHO MPOCUJIA, YTO BEJIIMKAHY MPUIILIOCH COTJIACUThLCA. Uepe3 MUHYTY rOpOICKOM
OaHK mepecTan cymecTBoBarb. I Muu Oosibllie yIOBOJBCTBUS JOCTABUI HE TOT (DAKT, YTO BEJIMKAH
HEC B CBOMX JIQJIOHSX 30JIOThIE 3amachl OaHka, a TOT, yTo Cammm OoJibllie Herne ObUIO padoTaTh.
IIpexxne 4eM MOKUHYTh MECTO, KOTOpoe Mwus ¢ caMoro JAETCTBa HE JKejajda CYUTarb POAHBIM
ZIIOMOM, OHa YrOBOPHJIA BEJIMKAaHA Pa3pyLIUTh €IIe HECKOJIBKO 3JaHUM.

JIoCTaroyHoO Jajieko ymaIuBIIMCh OT BepxHux XoiaMOB, BEJIMKaH, Jepxka Kapety ¢ Muenu,
npuies Ha OoJbiioe mosne. Crosuia HOYb, W Yepe3 T'YyCTOM TyMaH TIJIe-TO BBEPXYy MPOPHIBAIUCH



OUYepTAHUS MOJIHOU JIYHBI. Y CEBIIMCh, BEJIMKAH MOJ0XKUI KapeTy HAa KOJIEHU U TSAXKEIO B3I0XHYII.

— Mus, — no3Bas1 OH. Mus BBICYHYIIACH U3 OKHA KapeThl U MOJI0KUJIIA PYKH HA Kpasi OKOHHOMN
paMmbl. — UTO0 MBI Hajaenau?

— MBI NOKOHYMIJIM ¢ OJHUM HUKYEMHBIM CTAPUKOM M Pa3PYIIMIN HECKOJIBKO 3JaHUI OIHOTO
HUKYEMHOT0 ropojia. Bot, 4To MbI Hajienamu.

— 3auem?

— Tebe OyneT CI0XXHO MOBEPUTh, — IMpou3Hecaa Mus, U BeJIMKaH HE y3HaJ €€ rojJoc — OH
ObLI TUXHUM, TT€YAJIBHBIM, 1 B HEM YYBCTBOBAJIACH 00JIb, — HO MBI CETOJIHA CIAaCalid MO0 KU3Hb.

— A He ObUTO0 KakoTro-HUOYIb APYroro crnocoda ee crmactu?

Must XMBIKHYIJIa — JPYroro crmoco0a oHa IeMCTBUTEIBHO HE MPEeCTaBIIsIa.

— Her, Manwii. He 6b110. S ke roBopmia: mub0 oqHa KU3HB, JIMOO Japyras. A Thl OTIMYHC
CrpaBuJiics, — J00aBUJia OHA. — YBEpEeHa, MOCJ€ CErOAHSIIHEro JHS Thl CTAHEIb €IIe MEHBIIE.
Eie 6mnke K JTr015M.

Benukan nomisiies Ha CBOM J1aJ0OHU, OyATO OKHUJasi, YTO OHU BOT-BOT CTAHYT YMEHBIIATHCS, U
CHOBA B3JJ0XHYIL.

— Tw1 3HaCHIb JFOAEH Tyulte MeHs, Mus. Ckaku, OHU 4aCcTO YyBCTBYIOT C€0s TaK IJI0XO, KaK 5
cenyac?

— Kax el 1eHb, — oTBeTHUIa Musl.



I 1aBa Bocbmasi: bapon

[TocTenenno cinyxu o0 ykacarolleM BeJIMKaHE, YTO Hamaj Ha MUPHBIA TOpOI M 3aHUMAETCA
rpabexom Jrofel Ha noporax, pacmpocTtpaHminck no Bcemy CeepHomy Koponesctsy. B
JOTIOJTHEHHUE K 3TOMY, TAHUKY YCUJIMBAJIN BHE3AITHO MOSIBUBIIMECS JIFOJIU, KOTOPbIE KIISUTUCH, OYTO
3TO UMEHHO MX OrpaOMJI TOT caMblii BeJIMKaH Ha Mapy C MaJeHbKOM JeBOoukou. M 3a HECKOJIBKO
CIEIYIOUMX MECAIEB KOJIMYECTBO TAaKUX JIOJAEH CHUJIBHO YBEJIMYUIIOCh. Bce OHM mpuHamiexanu
COBEPIIIEHHO Pa3HbIM COCJIOBUSM, U €CJIM OapOHY 10 UMEHU BproJioH, KOTOPOMY MPUHAJICKATU TE
3eMJIM, CJIOBA MPOCTOJIOAMHOB Ka3ajluCh HE CIUIIKOM JOCTOBEPHBIMU, 4YTOOBI KX BOOOIIE
3ameyarb, TO rojioca 0oJiee BIMATEIBHBIX IEPCOH J0 HETO BCE K€ N00Mpanch. Bripouem, BepuTh B
HUX OH BCE PABHO HE COOMpaIcs.

— Kakoe-to MaccoBoe NOMEWATENBCTBO, — MNPOKOMMEHTHPOBAI OH OUYEPEIHYIO
MOCTYIUBIIYIO *Kajlo0y O BEIUKAHE.

XoTb 0apoH U HE ObUT YK OUE€HB TOJICT, €T0 I10 MPaBYy CYUTAIN O0IagaTeIeM CaMbIX OOJIBIIIMX B
CesepuoM KoposieBcTBe 1miek. B ocTanbHOM OH ObUT HE 0CO00 MpUMeEUaTesieH, pa3Be 4YTO MapUKHU
BbIOMpasT HE Mo Mone. Haxomuicst oH Torjga B CBOEW pEe3UICHIIUM, B TOCTUHON Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe
OCOOHsIKa BMECTE C KE€HOU U JpyromM ceMbu — rpadom CTOTCOM, AOJTOBSI3bIM MYKUYHMHOU JIET
COpOKa IIATH.

— Hano ckazarb, pa3roBopoB 00 ATOM HAMacTHU CTOJIBKO, YTO Ha MPOCTOE MOMEMIATEIbCTBO
3TO HE ToX0xke, — ckazai rpad Crorc.

— Ha 49to BbI HamekaeTe? UTo OOJBINION M Y)KACHBIM BEJIMKAaH, HANaBIIMH Ha HUKOMY HE
CHABIIAICS TOPOJ M TpadsIMi JTI01e Ha Joporax, CyleCTBYeT?

— IloueMy BBI yBEpEHBI, UTO 3TO HE TakK, JOPOTrOl? — TOMHTEPECOBAIACH KEHA —
MIJIOBHIHASA JJaMa, KOTOpas, B OTJIIMYME OT MYXa, BCE CBOE YOPaHCTBO BhIOMpaa COOTBETCTBEHHO
MOJIE.

— IloToMy uTO s emie He collesl ¢ yMa. 3ajaiiTe ceOe mapy BOIMPOCOB. 3au€M BEIUKaHY
rpabuth monaein? OH 4To, coOupaer AeHLIM Ha paszaady goiaroB? Ilouemy oH He yOmBaeT 3THUX
SAKOOBI O€THBIX JIFO/IeH, a TpocTo rpadut? LleHuT xu3Hb, uTo Ju? UTO 3a MenKas ACBUOHKA C HUM
xomut? Jloup? Ilouemy OHa Torga He BenuKaHiia? BoONpocoB MHOXECTBO, @ OTBET B TOJIOBY
MPUXOIUT TOJIBKO OJIMH — YYIIIb BCE 3TO.

— KT0 e Torga pa3pyumii ToT ropoi, H03BOJIbTE CHPOCUTHL? — 3aaai Bonpoc CToTC.

— Pazpynmn! Ild... Jla Tam Bcero-to mapsel JOMOB HE CTajio. B Mupe 4to, Majao BCAKWD
npupoaHbix katactpod? Ilyckait Oynet yparaHn, Hanmpumep.

— W aTOT yparan ObLT Takoi CBOEOOpa3HBI, YTO 0COOO MPHUCTATLHOE BHUMAHHUE YACIHI
ropojickoMy 06aHky? XKaaHslii, 1o Bceil BUAUMOCTH.

— Ilpekparure Tak IyNno WIyTUTh... — MaxHyl Ha Hero OapoH bpromon. — U Tak rosjosa
00uT. S1 BaM cKaxxy BOT YTO: 3TH Pa3roOBOPbl — IMPOCTO MOBOJ MOTPEOOBATh KOMIIEHCAIUIO. Y
MeHs1! BceM M3BECTHO, YTO MOM JICHBIM HE AAIOT MOKOS oM. UM s ux npexkpacHo noHumaro. Yo
YK TaM, OHU MHE caMoMYy Mokost He natoT! [ToaTomy, eciu Obl ObLIa XOTh MajieHbKasi BEPOSITHOCTb,
YTO yrpo3a CYILIECTBYET, s Obl cjeiand Bce, UYTOObI €€ yCTPaHUTh. YBEPSIO, caMO€ TpOMaJHOE
YyJIOBUIIE, KOTOPOE JOCAXKIAET HalleMy JitooumMomy KoposneBcTBy, — 3TO CIyXH.

N oH, ycTaB OT pa3roBOpPOB O BEJIMKAHE, KOTOPBIC MPECIEA0BAINA €TI0 BECh MOCIEHUN MECHIL,
IOJIHSUICS CO CTYJA U OTIPABUIICS B CBOM MOKOHU.

— A BBl uTO aymaere? — cropocun rpadp CroTc y keHbl 0apoHa, KOrJja OHU OCTaJIUCh



onau. — Crout HaMm 00ATHCS?

— S oOBIYHO OCTaBJAIO0 MOAOOHBIE pa3AyMbsi MYXKY. HO Kak-TO HECMOKOWHO 3a J0Yb H
Opara... Buaute nu, bpronona npuriamanu Ha ykuH B KpacHyto ycaap0y — 3TO TJe-TO B Tpex
aasx mytu. CaMm OH exaTh He XoTell U BMecTo ceOs mocian [lpucummty ¢ Momtoiicom. OHu yxe
eqyT o0paTHo, HO Cep/Ill€ Y MEHS OTYETO-TO HE Ha MecTe. Bce-Taku He CTOMJIO UM ye3XaTh Tak
JAJEKO B TAKOE BPEMHL. . .

— becrniokourtech n3-3a BeJIMKaHa? — YTOYHUJ OH.

— IloueMy o0s3arenbHO M3-3a HEro? — cMyTHiIach oHa. — Ha goporax MokHO MHOTO Oef
HauTu. banauTel Besikue. Mnn yparan HauHeTcs. ..

OKumax ¢ J04epbio OapoHa TEM BpPEMEHEM HaXOQWJICS MPUMEPHO B MOJYIHE MYTH OT
pesunenunu. lloroma crosua xapkas, u cemHaguarwieTHss [Ipucnuinna He nepecrasas
oOMaxuBanach OOJBIIMM 3€JIeHbIM BeepoM. I'pad Momrolic, 4To cuaen psaoM, TOXKE CTpajail OT
’Kapbl; UHOTJIa OH MOBOPAYUBAJICSA K TNIEMSIHHUIE U TTPOCHUII:

— Ilpucuniuia, poJlHEHbKAs, MAXHU U HA MEHA Mapy pas.

Korma oHu mpoesxkainm MUMO Jieca, KOHU BAPYr 3aMEUIMIMCh W CTadd O3UPAThCA IO
cTopoHaMm. Pa3znpakeHHbIN Kydyep yaapuil 0 HUM XJIBICTOM, OJTHAKO C MECTA OHU HE CIABUHYJIUCH.

— Yero Takoe TaM MPOUCXOAUT? — YTOMIIEHHO MOUHTEpecoBaicss MoJitoic, U B 3TOT MOMEHT
13 Jieca BhIIIUIA MaJieHbKas AeBouka. OHa BCTala MpsIMO MEPET JIOMIAAbMU U KPUKHYIIA Kydepy:

— Jlanplie BBI HE TIOEAETE.

— C 4yero ObI? — HaxMypuJCsi Ky4dep M B3DISIHY B CTOPOHY Jieca, OXKujas YBUIETb Tam
O0anuToB. CHavasa OH HUKOTO Pa3mISIETh HE CyMesl. 3aTeM XOJIM, YTO HaXOJUJICS 3a JIEPEBbsIMU B
HEOOJIBIIIOM OTAAJICHUM, CTajl MOAHUMATHCS M MOCTEINEHHO MPEBpPaTUJICS B OTPOMHYIO (UTYDY.
Korna nepen Humu npenctan BeJIMKaH, Kydep motepsul aap peuu, a [lpucuumia u rpadg Momroiic,
KOTOPBIC BUJICIIA BCE U3 OKHA, B Y’KACE PACKPBUIN PTHIL.

— BrIxXonuTe, BCTaHBTE PSAIOM C KapeToi, — TPOMKO cKazajga Mus, u oHu OeCTIpeKOCIOBHO
BBIITOJIHUJIN TIPUKA3.

— Ilpomty, He TyOuTe! — B3MoOMII Moitoiic, He OTBO/IA B3TJIsAa OT BEJIMKAHA.

— He Oynem, ecnu BbI OTJAUTE BCE IEHBIU U JPAroIl€HHOCTH, YTO Y BacC €CTh.

— MBpI oT1aIuM BCE, TOJIBKO HE Tporaite Hac, — comtacuics rpad. — Bel oOelaere, 4to He
TpOHETE?
— Komy BBl cnamnce? — ycMmexHynack Mus. — MHe cTapblii XMBIPh C MAJIOJIETKOM M

Ky4€pOM HHU K YEMY.

OTH ci0Ba SIBHO 3aJIeIM YECTh TOPAOro rpada, U OH TYT ke pa30o3Juics, Ja TakK, 4TO JIaxe
CTpax Iepej BEIMKaHOM HE CMOT CIEp>KaTh €ro THEBA!

— J1a BBI XOTh 3HAETE, KTO 51 TAKOM!

— OueHb UHTEPECHO MOCIYIIATh, — XMbIKHYJIa Mus.

— Illypun 6apona bpronona, rpad Momtoiic! A 3To — noub 0apona Ilpuciumna! Eciu Bbl He
OTIYCTUTE HAC, BBl PUCKYETE CTOJIKHYTHCA C IIPaBEIHBIM THEBOM 0apOHa, KOTOPOTO 51 BIIOJHE MOTY
Ha3BaTh CBOMM JIOPOTUM OpaTom!

Mus yauBieHHO B3DIsIHYAA Ha rpada. OueHUB KaueCcTBO €ro OACK/Ibl, Hapsi CTOSIBILEN PsaOM
JEBYIIKM U TOMIIE€3HBII BUJ KapeThl, OHA CJejiaia BbIBOJI, YTO MEPEJ] HEH NEHUCTBUTEIBLHO MOTYT
CTOSITh IIypUH U JOYb OapoHa.

— A 3Haelb... — cka3aja oHa. — Jloporoi He TOJBKO TBOM Opat, HO U THI.

[ToHsB, yTO coBeplI OOJBIIYIO OMMMOKY, BhIJIAB ceOs1, rpad Mmoaxkan ryobl ¥ MOCMOTPET Ha
MJIEMSIHHULY JKaJIOOHBIM B3I 10M. [Ipriciiuiia, B cBOIO ouepesb, OTBeNA IJ1a3a K HeOy.



Jlaxxe xorzna Bce JparoueHHOCTH, YTO ObUIM y IUIEHHBIX, OKa3aJINCh Y MUM B KapMaHe, OHA He
crienmmia ux ornyckarb. [IpukazaB UM BEpHYTHCS B KapeTy, OHA OTIIpaBWJIA Kydepa Ha JIOIAJNA B
pE3UACHIIMIO OapOoHa 32 COMUIHON CYMMOM BBIKYIIA.

«IToBe3no Tak moBe3no» — nymana JoBoJibHast Mus. Takol ygaum oHa naBHO He BeTpevana. C
TeX MOop Kak OHM Hamaiu Ha BepxHue XoiMbl, a B CIIyXH O HEH U BEJIMKAHE BEPUIIO BCE OOJBIIE
JII0ZIeH, OHA TepecTalia MOSBIATHCSA B roposiax, 00siCh, YTO KTO-HUOYIb MOXKET €€ Ono3Harb. M3-3a
ATOTO TMPHUILIOCh OTKa3aTbCsd OT CTAapoOd CXeMbl OrpalJeHuid pPBHIHOYHBIX MOKyHarelien u
COCPEIOTOYMTHCS Ha MPOE3kKaBIIMX OM3 Jeca IMOBO3KaX M SKHUMaxax. XOTd JO0OBYH 3TO
IPUHOCHIIO OOJIbINE, pajia OHA He OblUla — MEepPCIeKTUBA MPOBECTH BCIO KU3HB C BEJIMKAHOM B JIECY
ee He ycTpauBasa, K TOMY e Herne ObUIo TpaTuTh 3apaboTaHHble JeHbrH. OmHAKO TOH cymMe,
KOTOPYIO OHa 3aTpeboBajia OT 0apoHa, HE PaIoBaTHCS OHA HE MOIJIA.

[Toka Must nymana o TOM, Kak paclopsIuThbCs JIEHbraMH, KOTOPbIE BOT-BOT JIOJKHBI ObUIH
MpUEXaTh BMECTE C Ky4epOM, BEJIMKaH CHUJIEI PSAAOM C KapeToH U cleui 3a TeM, 4ToO0bl Mouttoiic u
[Ipucuuiia He BEIXOAWIN HAPYKY.

— DbprosioH He NpOCTUT MEHs... — HEPBHO B3AOXHYI MOIIONC, NEpeXUBAIOIMN H3-3a
COBEpIIEHHOTO pocueTa. — CKOJBKO JACHEr!..

— Jlsans1, 9TO BBl HEpBHUYAETE M3-3a JIeHer? — nepebunia ero [Ipuciunna. — [maBHoe, 9TO0BI
MBI BEPHYJIUCH 310POBBIMH. ..

— Tak mnu vHade, MHE HE MO3J0POBUTCA! — 3alpUYMUTA OH, CXBATUBIIKCH 3a T'OJIOBY. —
Ecnu Ob1 MOXHO OBLIO 3aCHYTH Ha Tapy HeNelb, YTOOBI MPOCTIaTh BCE IHU MPEACTOSIIETO CThIAA, 5
OBbI TaK U cAeaal...

— MoseT, OHM OTHYCTAT HAC MOpaHblE... A JEHBIM UM IONO3KE MPUBE3YT, — HAWBHO
npeanosioxuia [puciumna, BeICyHyJa TOJ0BY B OKHO M oOpaTuiiach K Benukany: — IIpocture!

Benvkan onmycTuil Ha Hee B3I,

— OTnycTute Hac, moxanyiicta, — mnonpocuia oHa. — Jlgmionke Hexopomo. Emy Obl
IIOCKOPEE B PE3UACHLMUIO. ..
— OTmycTuM TOTNA, KOTJa MOJYYUM JEHbIHM, — CKa3ajl BeJIMKaH, OpOCHMB Ha HEe JI0BOJIBHO

0e3pa3TMYHbIN B3TJIA/I.

— IIpocture, HO 3a4ueM BaM JieHbIu? Bbl Be/lb BeIMKaH!

— OTO0 JIeJ0 He Ballle, — OTO03BaJjICs OH.

— IIpekpatu Tak BEKIMBO TOBOPUTH C 3TUM U3BEProM, — OACPHYJI IUNIEMSIHHUILY MoJTronc. —
Tak ThI OT HUX HUYETro He H00benbes. Eciu u mpoOoBark, TO TOIBKO BOT Tak... DU, Beaukad! Eciu
ThI cefiuac ke Hac He OTHYCTHIIb, MOM OpaT TBOIO OIPOMHYIO TOJIOBY B TBOIO €llie 00JiIe€ OIPOMHYIO
3aJJHUILY 3aCyHeT!

Benukan, KOTOpbIA 3a BpeMs IIyTELIECTBUM C Mwuel NOPUBBIK BBICIYIIMBATH YIPO3bl OT
IUICHHBIX, TOJIBKO I10KaJT TIJICYaMU.

— Te1 4uro, He capmmub?! — npogoibkua Momoiic. — S TOBOprO, €ciii Thl Hac HE
OTIYCTHIIb, TBOS Oalka OyJeT mepes; MOUM JIOMOM JIeXkKaTh, a U3 TBOUX YIIeld U pra OylaeT Boma
CTPYUTBC, Kak U3 (poHTaHa!

Benvukan HaxMypuics W NajblleM TKHYJI B Kapery, oT4ero MOonc axHyl U CXBaTWIICS 34
[Tpuciuiuty, 4ToObI yIepKaThCs.

— Cuau naBait, — BeJielsl BEJIMKAH U OTBEPHYJICS.

— Jlsas, BBl ero pa3zosnin!.. — pazgocagoBaHo npoientana [Ipucuuia.

— Hy u nneBaTh. Bce paBHO HE 0 UeM ¢ HUM pa3roBapuBaTh.

[Ipuciunna x asae He npuciymanack. CHOBa BRICYHYBIIMCh B OKHO, OHA OMATh 00paruiach K



BEJIMKaHY, TOJIBKO YK€ THUIIle, YTO0BI MU UX HE yCIIbIIIAIa.

— IlpocTuTte MOero AAII0IIKY, OH ObIBAET OY€HB TPYObIM. .. CKakuTe, BbI Bellb HaC HE yObeTe?

Benukan xoten coBpaTh U CKa3aTh, YTO YOBIOT, €CIIM HE TOJIydaT JIEHbIW, HO, B3MISIHYB Ha
JEBYIIKY, OTYETO-TO MEPETYMAI:

— He yObem. Ho cHauana BBIKyII.

— 51 Bam Bepro, — kuBHyna Ilpucumiuia. — 3HaeTe... Bbl COBCEM HE ITOXOKHM Ha 3JI0T0
BEJIMKAaHa.

— A Ha KakKoro mnoxox? — YCMEXHYJICS BEJIMKaH.

— Ha o6pr4ro0T0... TOIBEKO OYEMY BBl 3aHUMAETECh MOJ00HBIM? 3adueM IpabuTe 0 Iei ?

— 3aueM?.. [IpocTo g yuych OBITH TAKUM K€, KaK JIFOH.

YBHUEB, YTO BEJIIMKAH IT'OBOPUT C IIJICHHUILEW, MU cTaja BHUMATENbHO IPUCITYILIMBATHCS.

— Ho mromun coBcem He Takume! — Bo3pasuna Ilpucummna. — 3OT1o 3Bepu Takue. Yenosek
JOJDKEH OBITh JOOPBIM, TOMOTaTh TEM, KTO BOKPYT, HE IpaOUTh JIOeH MiIu OpaTh UX B IICH, TEM
oozee...

— A ellle JIFOAW HUKOTAA HE BPYT, a? — BOCKJIMKHYIa Mus. — Mexay npouum, 3Ta Mujas
JIEBOYKA, C KOTOPOM ThI TOBOPHULIb, cEMYaAC Kak pa3 BpeT. OHa TOBOPUT, YTO YEJIOBEKY HE MPUCTAIIO
rpabuTh. A KTO TBOM OTEIl, IEBOYKA?

— Moit otery — 6apoH, — ropjo 3asBuia [Ipuctunina. — YenoBek ¢ 00IbINONH OYKBBI.

— Ara. Ckopee 4YeJlOBEeK CO CIHUIIKOM OOJbIIMM KapMaHoM. bapoH 0O0J0XHII BCIO OKpPYTY
YYJOBUIIHBIMU HaJOTaMU, U JIIOIU IUIATAT €My ropaszio OoJibllie, YeM TpaTsAT Ha ceds, a B3aMeH
MOJIY4aloT 3alUMTy OT €ro )K€ COOCTBEHHOW TsKeNoW pyku. EciM, Kak Thl TOBOPHIIL, YEJIOBEK HE
rpaOUT APYrux v He OepeT UX B IJIEH, TBOU OTEI] TOYHO HE YEJIOBEK.

— BrI Bce niepeBupaere! — moaait rojioc BO3MYILEHHbIN MoJtrolc.

— Manspli, TOITHH.

Bennkan 6e3 Bospaxkenuit TomHyl. Kapera kaunynach, [Ipucnmimia cBajamiack oOpaTHO B
cajioH, a Motoiic 60JbHO yaapuiIcs roJIOBOM 0 cTeHKY. Ha 3ToM pa3roBop ObLT 3aKOHYEH.

[Ipuexanu nroaM C BBIKYIOM — OKOJIO JBAJATH YEJIOBEK. bapoH mpukaszaid MM OIEHHUTh
00CTaHOBKY U MEPEAaTh BBIKYI, €CJIM HE MPEICTABUTCS BO3MOKHOCTH BEPHYTH IJICHHBIX B 00X0A
JTOTOBOPEHHOCTEN. YBUJIEB BEJIIMKAaHA, OHU TOHSIIM, YTO JIYYIllE HE PUCKOBATh, U C BBIKYIIOM BCe-
TaKH pacCTaJMUCh.

[IpubeiB B pesuaenuuto, [lpucummia u rpadp Moiroiic KUHYIHCh B 00bATHS OapoHa U €ro
*eHbl. Kak TOJIbKO OHM MOATBEPIUIU, YTO MX MOXUTWI TOT CaMbli BEJIMKAaH, OApOH 3aMETHO
3aHEepBHUYAI.

— OrpoMHBIA Kak JOM... B3misig 371000i1 TOpUT, poska Takas KyTKas... ¥ BEChb MBIIET

ApoCcThI0! — omuchBal BelrMkaHa Modtoiic. — B o0meM, ycTpamaromnmii 3Bepb. bprosioH, on
HAaBEpHsIKA CTOUT LIEJION apMUH!
— Benukan... — npomentan 6apon. — Eie u Tak 6mausko... He mory noBeputs. Benukan!..

— 51 Obl 1 caM He TIOBEpuJI, €cli Obl HE BUJE] CBOMMHU M1azamMu. Ho MbI He cymacieamnme —
€ro BUJICNl U Ky4ep, U T€ JIIOJIU, KOTOPBIX Thl MpHUCal ¢ BhIKynmoM. Kcratu 00 3ToM... DTO Bce
JIEBUOHKA, YTO ObUla ¢ BenukaHoM. OHa, KakK s MOHSUI, MO3T UX KOMIAaHUU. TONBKO 51 MOKa3ajcs,
OHa Ccpa3y y3Haja BO MHE TBOETO IIyprHa, OTTOTO U 3aTpeboBasia CTOIb OOJBITION BBIKYII. ..

He oOpamas BHuManus Ha cioBa Mosroiica, 6apoH pa3BepHYICS U TOIIET Ha BTOPOM ATax.
Terneps eMy HNPUILIOCH ITOBEPUTH B CYLIECTBOBAHUE BEJMKAHA, HO JOJI'O MUPUTHCS C HAM OH HE
coOupancsa. Bbl3BaB mucapsi, OH IpUKa3zal TOMY pa3padoTarb OOBSBICHHE, B KOTOPOM OOeIal
COCTOSIHUE TOMY, KTO CMOET MPUHECTH K €ro HOraM BEJIMKaHbIO ToJoBy. Korma oH roBopuil C



nrcapem, K HuM Bouu [Ipucimiuta ¢ Modtrorcom.

— A Kak e JIeBYOHKa? — crpocusl Moutolic, He yCIbIaB HUA ¢JioBa 0 Muu.

— A, neByoHKa... [Ipo Hee npununmre CHU3Y.

— A Harpaza, rocnoavH bprojaoH? — yrO4HWII UCapk.

— B nmaTpaecAr pa3 MEHbIIE, YEM 34 BEJIMKAHA.

— B marpaecar pa3 MeHblue! — BOCKIMKHYI Momroric. — Jla 3Ta neBka cynmi absBot!

— Ona BBIVISAUT TAKOM NPWIMYHOM, Aaxe oxera xopomo. Ho Ha camom pene... —
MHOTr03HauuTeNbHO noOaBuiia [Ipucunia, ycaxxuBasch Ha CTyJ oaie bapoHa.

— He ona poctoM Oomble goMa, — cka3ajn 0apoH. — Bbl roBopuii, OHa BBIVISAUT Kak
pebeHok. be3 BennkaHa OHa, HACKOJIBKO S TIOHMMAal0, HU4YEro u3 cedst He npencrasiseT. Hy u Ha
KOH 4epT 3a Hee neperiadynBaTh? Eciin HUKOro He 3auHTepecyeT, OHa caMa Kak-HUOyb 3a0pesieT B
OJIMH U3 FOPOJIOB M MOMaAeTcs. A BOT Ha IOJIOBY BEJIMKaHA 5 C YIOBOJIBCTBUEM IOIHOOYIOCH.



['s1aBa HEBHATAaA. OXO0THMKHM 3a roJIOBaMH

Kak TObKO JTMCTOBKM C BO3HArpakJICHUEM 3a BeJIMKaHa ObUTH pa3BeIIaHbl 0 BCEM KPYITHBIM
roponam CepepHoro KoponeBcTBa, J€I0M 3aMHTEPECOBAIMCH OXOTHUKHU 3a ronoBamMu. OOgHy H3
TaKUX JINCTOBOK MOM00pajn OMBITHBIA celoBiachlii oXOTHUK Mo uMmeHu Crtud. Kak m y mMHOrux
IPYTUX, Yy HETro J0 ATOr0 MOMEHTa ObUIM COMHEHHS, 4YTO BEJIIMKAaH B3ampaBay OpOIUT IO
KoponeBcTBy, HECMOTpPSI HA HOBOCTH O HamaJeHUu Ha ropoa Bepxuue XoJMbl © MHOTOYUCIICHHBIE
orpa0yieHusi, IkoObl UM coBeplleHHbIe. «OnHako, pa3 caM 0apoH 3aUHTEPECOBAH B TOM, YTOOBI
M30aBUTHCS OT MPOOJIEMBI, BEJIMKAH BCE-TaKW HE MIyTKa» — nogyman Ctud.

[Tonumasi, 9To UATH HA BEJIMKAaHA B OMWHOYKY — CaMBbI JITKUW BapHaHT CaMOyOMHCTBA, OH
penmi codparsk OTPAl M Havdasl ¢ MOJIOIOTO YeloBeKa, KoToporo 3Baiu [leppu. 3HakomMbl oHU ObUTH
noBoJibHO AaBHO. Oter [leppu — KeliH — Toe ObIIT OXOTHUKOM, W Ha 3aJlaHusXx oHu co Ctudom
yacTo nepecekanuck. He ckazarp, 4T0 OHHM OBUIM JPY3bSIMH, OJHAKO MEKIy HUMU MPUCYTCTBOBAJIO
00010THOE YBaXKEHHE, KOTOPOE sl 000MX 3HAYMIIO JOBOJIBHO MHOTO. MOXKET ObITh, TOATOMY Keitn
32 HECKOJIbKO MecsEeB 10 cMepTu nonpocui Ctuda 06 00KeHUU:

— Ecau co MHOM Y4TO-TO CIY4UTCS U 51 OOJbIIE HE CMOTY CMOTPETh 32 CHIHOM, TIPUIJISIbIBAN
3a HUM XOTb YyTh-UyTh.

Crud Torma oTHeccs K 3TOMY He Ty4ImM 00pa3oMm. «Sl cam moHuMaro, rae padoraro, MOITOMY
JIeTe y MEHsS 0 CHX IMOp HET, U BOJHOBAaTHCS MHE HE 3a KOro. A OH, pa3 pelmics 3aBECTH
pebeHKa, MyCcTh JeJIaeT BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOBI TOT HE OCTajCsi OAMH» — TMOAyMall OH, HO O
npock0Oe Bce ke He 3a0bIBall.

Vke B geTckoM Bospacte [leppu oTinnuancs HeOObMaHBIMU (PU3MYECKUMU CITOCOOHOCTSMU.
3ameTuB 310, KeiftH cTanm oOydarb ero cBoemy pemecily. XOTs OJapE€HHOCTh ChlHA ObUIa JIUIIb
OAHOW W3 MPUYMH — JPYrod NpUYMHON ObUT TOT (akT, uro KelH Kpome OXOThl 3a roJIOBAaMH
0OJIbllle HUYETO HE YMEJ, U YUUTh ChIHA YEMY-TO JpyroMmy npocto He mor. Korma oten yxomun Ha
3aganus, lleppu paboTan B moje WM pbIOAYUIT C JIEPEBEHCKUM COCEJIOM, a KOIja OTell
BO3BpAILAJICS, OH IPUCTYNAI K TPEHUPOBKAM.

— bynb cepnesneit, 3170 Tebe HE ¢ KOCOM KpYyTHThCA, — JaBaji HacTtaBieHus Kein. — Her
Jiesia B 9TOM MHpe 00Jiee OMacHOro, Y4eM OXO0Ta 3a TOJ0BaMU, M TBOS MepBasi OIMOKa CKOpee BCEro
CTaHET TBOEU MOCIeaHEH, SICHO?

[lepBo-HamepBO OH CTAJI YUUTh ChIHA (DEXTOBAHUIO U CTpebOe 13 yka. B cBOOOAHBIE THU OHU
VAESIN 3TOMY KpyIible CyTKH, U [leppu Ha yAuMBICHUE JIETKO BCE CXBATHIBAJI, XOTS MMOCJE KaXIOTO
ypoka (eXTOBaHUS YXONWJI JIOMOM B CHHSAKAax OT yIapoOB MaJKH, KOTOpyr KeilH ucmosib3oBai
BMECTO M€Ya, W 4YacTO IUJIaKajl, MbITasCh Aeiarb 3TO THUXO, YTOOBI OTEl HE YCJBILAI U HE
paccepawics Ha ero 6ecxpedberHocts. Ho dexroBanme u crpensba — majneko He Bce, uemy lleppu
npeAcTosuio o0yuuThesi. OMHAXKIBI OTEIl OTBEJ €ro B JIEC, I7I€ OHU OCTAJINCh Ha HECKOJIBKO CYTOK.
[Toka3aB chIHY, KaK TPABUJIBHO HAXOIWUTh JOCTOMHOE MECTO AJISI HOWJIEra U Kak pa3BOAUThH KOCTED,
Keitn npuHsiics paccka3plBaTh O CAMOM BaXKHOM YMEHHHU OXOTHHKOB 3a rOJIOBaMU — 00 yOUICTBE.
BMmecTte onu Bbicinenunu ojeHs, u Ileppu MeTkuM BbICTpesioM moacTpenui ero. [logmoOpapumck
Oy>ke, OHM OOHapPYKUJIM, YTO OJIEeHb Bce emle *uB. OH u3JaBaj NIyXue phlUallie 3ByKH, a €ro
rpyab, ApOKa, MENICHHO IMOJHUMAJIACh U OITYCKaJach.

— Togaumu myk, — ckasain ceiny Keitn. — Jlo0Getii ero.

[leppu B3si1 cTpeny, HOAHSI JIYK, HATSHYJI TETUBY M TPULICIIHIICS.

— He Ttak, — npepBan ero Kenn. — Bepine, mex nraz. M xxam, moka OH HE CIOXHET



OKOHYATEJIbHO, MHAYE JTa)K€ HE TTOAXOIH.

Ileppu npunenuiics OJICHIO MEXIY Ia3, HO CTPeJsTh He cnemmi. KelH kaan 10 TexX mop,
IIOKa HE CTaJo CHO, YTO YOUTbH OJICHS ChIH HE CMOJKET.

— Jlaif crojia, — B3/I0XHYJI OH, BBIXBATHJI Y HETO JIYK, U Yepe3 MTHOBEHHUE OJIEHb ObLII MEPTB.

Koraa oHu BEpHYIHCH € TYIIEN OJIEHA K MECTY Housera, KelH ckazain:

— 1 3aiimych paznenkoid. Tel OepH JIyK, HOXK U WU UM HOBYIO JKEPTBY.

— Pa3Be oeHsa HaM He XBaTUT?

— MHe xBaTUT. A ThI TOEUIb TOJIBKO TOTJA, KOT/Ia caM JI00yAelb Msca.

3a nmonaHs ckuTaHui mo Jjecy Ileppu Tak W He ymaloch HUKOro moitMarb. OguH pa3 OH
HAaTKHYJICSI Ha TPYIIY M3 HECKOJIbKUX OJIEHEH, MOIKpaJCs MOOIUMk e, HO BBICTPEIHUTH CHOBA HE
cymed. 3aro K KOHILy JTHS oA OJHUM M3 AepeBbeB [leppu Hamen Tpyn Oenku. BricTpenus B Hero,
4yTOOBI BBIVISIIENO TakK, OyATO 3TO OH €€ yOui, OH BepHYICs K OTIy. OJeHb K TOMY MOMEHTY yXkKe
ObUT OCBEKEBAHHBIN U 10 YACTSIM >KapHIICs Ha KOCTpeE.

— benka? — npousHec KeiH, XMypo B3IVISIHYB Ha TPYI )KUBOTHOTO.

— Jla, — xuBnyn [leppu. — 5 Gosiblile HUKOTO HE BCTPETHIL.

— Scno, — xMbikHYN KeitH. — Torna s3to u Oyznet TBoM 00ea. Msica Tam HeMHoro. Hanerocs,
THI HE CWJIBHO IIPOTOJI0IAJICS.

OOydyeHue mpomoJDKaIOCh 1O TeX MOp, MOKa OTell He MOorud Ha OJHOM U3 3aKa3oB.
[ToB3pocneBumii neBsTHaAUaTuieTHU [leppy kK TOMYy MOMEHTY XOTh M HayduJcs YOUBarh
’KUBOTHBIX Ha OXOT€, HO Ha 3aKa3bl Mo-MpexHeMy He Xonui. OnHaxabl k HeMy sBuiics Ctud. On
pacckasall 0 mpoch0e OTLa ¥ Iepefal eMy JUCTOBKY C JOBOJIBHO MPOCTHIM 3aka3oM. Llenbio Obin
MY)KUMHA JIET COPOKA, 3a/I0JKABIIMN OaHKY KpylHYI0 cymmy. [leppu crnenuanbHO HE CTall HUYEro
YTOUHSTh, YTOOBI AEJIO OBLIO Jierdye BBIMOJHUTh. OH OTIPaBUIICS B TOPOJ, NOAKAPAYIUI KEPTBY B
TEMHOW ITOJBOPOTHE M BOH3WJI HOX €M B ropio. MyxuuHa ynani, 3arpsccsi B CyAOpOrax U 4epes
HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJI CKOHYAJICS.

Tak OH U XWJI: B IEpeBHE B OTIIOBCKOM J0Me, paboTas B MoJie WM phI0ayui, Kak paHblle, a
uHoraa no HaBoake Cruda BBIXOAWI B TOPOA JUIS BBINOJIHEHUs 3aka30B. OnHaxasl, korna Ctud
SABHUJICS CHOBA, [leppu cka3zan emy:

— 5 6onb1ie HE Oyay 3TUM 3aHUMaThCs, CTud.

— Ilouemy 310? — ynuBuiics Ctud.

— S ne mory. He nyist Mmens sta pabora.

— Ilonumaro, Ileppu, noHnmaro. 4 TOXe 4TO-TO TAKOE€ UYBCTBOBAJI OJHO BpPEMs... TOJBKO
MIOTOM $I TTOHSUJI, YTO JICHET He XBaTaeT. A y TeOs pa3Be IOMUMO 3aKa30B €CTh KaKasi-TO IpUObUIb?

— 1 pribauy.

— Il¢... [Teppu, He cmenm meHs. Trl moapadarsiBaeib y cTaporo 3Hakomoro Kelina, st 3Hato.
Ho 510 He pabota. Tbl TAIAHTIMBBIA OXOTHUK, MOKEIIb CTATh OAHUM U3 JIYYILHX, 3TO I TOYHO MOTY
cka3arb. He crouT Tebe Tak cepbe3HO OTHOCUTHCS K ey, 3TO BCEro JHIb 3apaboTok. Pa3e
MaJIa4yy KaJCIOT KU3HH TEX, KOro BemarT? Het, OHu mpoCTO UCIIOTHUTENM, KaK U MbL. Y MEHS 3TO
BOT KaK paboTaeT: 5 KaJIel0 HE O TOM, YTO MpHUJETCS YOUTh Ha 3aKa3e, a 0 TOM, YTO BMECTO MEHS
ATOT 3aKa3 BCE PABHO BBIIOJIHUT KTO-TO APYTOM.

Torma — oxono Tpex neT Hazam — yroBoputh I[leppu Ctudy He ymamoch. OgHAKO TENEpPh
7IeJI0 TTOJBEPHYIIOCH coBceM Jnpyroe, u Ctud nmomyman: «Ilouemy Ob1 He mo3Barh [leppu? Jlymaro,
JTOT 3aKa3 NPUACTCA MY 110 AyLIe».

Crtud noctyvain B IBepb, U YEPE3 MUHYTY Ha MOpOT BbIien [leppu — ncxXynaBumii U Kakoii-To
OseIHbIN, Kak oTMeTus1 ipo cedst Ctud.



— Ctud?

— 1, — moaTBepAUI TOT, MOKUMAs MPOTSHYTYIO PYKY.

— Yem 06s13an? — cipocu [leppu, xots cam gorajsisaics, 3aueM Ctud mpuiiern.

— MoskeT, 115 Hadajla myCTUIIb CTaporo JIpyra B I0M? — MOuHTepecoBaics oH. — Hukorma
HE JIFOOUJI CTOSI Pa3rOBOPHI BECTH.

[leppu Opocuit B3IIsi BHYTPh JIoOMa, MOTOM pacraxHyi JBepb u nponyctui Ctuda BHyTph. B
nome ObUla Bcero ogHa komHara, W Crud), BOMIS, TYT K€ 3aMETHJ JICKABIIYI0 HA KPOBATH
KEHIIMHY, HAKPBIBIIYIOCS OJIESTIOM, PSJIOM C KOTOPOM JieXKall yKyTaHHBIN B MEJIEHKY PEOCHOK.

— Bpemenu 11 He Tepsi, — XMBIKHYI CTHd), ycaXnUBasiCh 32 HEOOIBINONW CTOI.

— Oto Munena — mos xeHa, 1 Kaitn — Mol ChIH.

— Pag mo3znakomuthes, — npousnec Ctud, 1 MuseHa oTBETUIa EMY KUBKOM.

— Ecau TeI NpUBBIK BECTH Pa3roBOPLI HE IIPOCTO CUMS, a 3a YAIKOM 4asl, TO 4as y HaC HET,
crapsblil Apyr. Tak dyero xoren?

— EcTb 3aka3s.

— Ctud, THI )K€ 3HACI. ..

— 3Haro, [leppu, 3Ha10. TOJIBKO TYT-TO JIEJIO0 COBCEM JIPYTO€.

— W 4yem ono apyroe?

Ctud mepeman emy nucToBKY. [leppu B3mIsAHYT Ha Hee, MPOYUTAT ONMUCAHUE WU TIOTHSII
yauBIeHHBIN B35 HAa CTUda.

— 4 nymai, 310 CKa3KH...

— Bce nymanu. A okazanoch BOT kak! [lonsin reneps? Uynuine. Benukan! Tak 4To ckaxkenb?

— He 3nat0... — nomxkain ryosl [leppu. — JleHer npuivyHo. ..

— Ilpunnuno!.. — BockiukHyn Ctud. — Jla B 3TH J€HBIM MOBEPUTH UYTh JIM HE CJIOKHEE,
yeM B BennkaHa. Ho mnewars crout, Ileppu. Ilewars crtout! S nmaxke Xomusli TPOBEPHUTH,
JICHCTBUTEIIBHO OapoHOBCKas Wiau ke oOmaH... CoOCTBEHHBIE MOHETHI 3a 3TO oTaal. UM 3To
O6aponoBckas. — Ctud eie pa3 B3IISHYI Ha keHY U cbiHa [leppu. — Crymaid, s CMOTpIO, ACHBIH
TeOe nmpuroasTcs... Jlemo onacHoe, KOHEYHO, HO €CJIU BCe yaacTes... [lanbliie >Ku3Hb Takas Jerkast
Oyzer... MOXKHO OyneT OT 3TOM JIETKOCTH TaK yCTaTh, YTO, KaK BCE CBUXHYBIIMECS Oorauu, B
TJIaBaHUE YUElIb, HA XKOIY IPUKIIOYEHUS UCKATh!

— IInaBanne MHe HE HYXHO, — B3A0XHYI lleppu. — Ho BoT neHbru... — OH B3I0XHYN W
IMOCMOTPEII Ha KEHY, KOTOpas IISIZE]a Ha HETO C SBHBIM BOJIHEHHUEM.

HabpaB noctarouHo oOXOTHHKOB, Crud TEpBbIM JI€IOM IM03a00THICS O BOOPYKECHUU:
3a3yOpeHHbIC MEYH, OCTABISIFOIIME HA TUIOTU PBaHbIE, TJIOX0 3KUBAIOIIME PAHBI, JNIMHHBIC KOMbS U
apOaneTsl ¢ KpyMHbIMH OOJTaMU, KOTOPHIE MOIVIM C PACCTOSHUS B JIBE COTHH METPOB MPOOUTH
MelIBeKbio IKYpy. Korna Bce mpurorosieHust 0butu 3akoHueHbl, CTU(] coOpalli OXOTHUKOB BOKPYT
ce0s ¥ pacckaszali IiaH ASCTBUM, KOTOPBIM MOXOIUI Ha MPEACTABICHUS JIIOJIEH O TOM, KaK MPEIKH
UCTPEOJISITA MaMOHTOB: pPacCTpeuBas ¢ OE30MMaCHOrO0 PACCTOSIHUS, 3arOHsII B yroJi, a 3aTeM C
JIETKOCTBIO J0OMBasi y)K€ YTOMJICHHYIO >KEPTBY. 3aKOHYUB pa3bsiCHATH IuiaH, Ctud onmsiaen
OXOTHUKOB, KOMX OBLJIO OKOJIO JIBAJIIIATH, 3aI[CMHII B3IJIS0M KaXKJ0TO U MIPOU3HEC:

— Jleno BBINISIAUT XPEHOBBIM, WU MBI HE MOXEM TOYHO CKaszarh, KakK BEJHMKaH OyleT
JEUCTBOBAaTh, TAK YTO MOCMOTPUM Ha MECTE, Kak Bce oOepHeTcCs. bylnbTe roToBbl K TOMY, YTO HE
yiinere 0e3 TpaBMm. Eime Oyasre roToBbl K TOMY, YTO MOKET€ MOAOXHYTh. Ha Bcsakuil cmydait
HAIOMHIO: CEMbSIM MOTUOIIMX HE IOCTaHETCsl HU4ero. Te, KTo YHIET ¢ TpaBMaMH paHbIlle TOT0, Kak
BEJIMKaH OyleTr youT, mojydar B OOIIEH CIOXXHOCTH He OoJibllie JecSITH MpoieHTOB. OcTalibHas
cyMMma OyzeT pasjelieHa MeXy TEMH, KTO ydacTBOBaJl B youicTBe. — OH omisies ux ele pas. —



[To ma3zaMm BuXKY, HEKOTOPHIM U3 Bac He 1o cede. Ho mydine Bo3pMuTe cedst B pykH, MOTOMY YTO B
Jopore cTuparb ITaHbl BpeMEHHM y Bac He Oyaer. He aymaiite o BenukaHe; Aa, Ypol 3TOT
HaBEpHSKA 37J0POBbII U CTPEMHBIM, HO 3aTO €ro roJioBa, MOKHO CKa3arb, 3a0UTa 30JI0TOM, U 3TO
30JI0TO MBI U3 HEE BBITPSICEM 0 MOCIEIHEN MOHETBHIL.

— Jla dero Tyt pazmyconuBark. [[pukoHYMM BEIMKaHA, U JAEJIO0 C KOHIOM, — BcTaBui KeHHu,
muaaumi Opar MBapa Kiaiina, Takke cocTosBIIEro B OTpsiie. — S ero OosThCsS HE COOMPAIOCH.
Ecnu Oyner Hazmo, BIpeI3yCh €My 3y0aMU B HOTY, XpEH OTOPBET!

Hexoropeie 3acmesuiich BMECTE C HUM, OJHAKO MPECTApesblii OXOTHUK MpBUH, CTOSBIMUA
4yTh B CTOPOHE, Ja)K€ HE YABIOHYJICS U MPOU3HEC:

— Yero cmexy pazBenu? UToObl NMOMEHbINE CTpaxy HCHOBITHIBaTh? BoT Oymere Tak ke
CMESTBCSl BEJIMKAHY B JIMIO, s BaC yBa)KaTb HauHy. A IIOKa JydYllle IOMOJYUTE, €CJIM CKa3arb
HEYETO.

— Hwuuero, UpBuH, Huvero, — octynui ero Ctud. — Mornoansky Ttak crokoitHe. ITyctsb
BecenATcs. MoeT, MOTOM HaMm OOJIbIIe JOCTAHETCA.

Bce, KTO 10 3TOro no-npexHeMy yabl0ascs, cpa3y Mocepbe3HeNu.

bpuTO 04EBUIHO, UYTO HACTPOU Yy OTpsia HEJAMHBIN, U 3TO 3ameTull gaxe [leppu. Bo-nepBbix,
II0Ka HUKTO J0 KOHIIA HE BEPUJI, YTO BEJIMKAH JIEUCTBUTEIBHO CYIIECTBYET. BO-BTOPBIX, HUKTO HE
3HAJI, MOKHO JIM MOOEAUTHh BEJIMKaHa 3aJyMaHHbIM UMHU crocobom. HecMoTpss Ha Bce 31O,
HCKYIIEHHUE MOJYyYUTh OOCIAHHYIO0 OapOHOM Harpajy ObUIO CIUIIKOM OOJbIIMM. MedToi Kaxaoro
OXOTHHUKa, Kak CTud yxe JaBHO MOHSJ, ObLIO KeTaHWe HAKOMUTh JACHEr JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOObI YHTH
Ha MOKOW M OOJbIle HUKOTZIA HE PHUCKOBAaTh CBOEH ku3HbIO. M cpeam Bcero orpsjia HUKTO HE
’KeJay 3TOro Tak CUJbHO, Kak CTud, KOTOPBIA OTJad OXOT€ 3a TOJOBAMHU CIMIIKOM MHOTO JIET, U
[leppu, KOTOpPBI 1 BOBCE HUKOTJAa Obl HE CTaJl OXOTHUKOM, €CJIM OBl HE OTELL.

Hacrana nopa BeiaBurarscs. Ha nomaasx oHu goOpanucek 10 MecTa, I1e N0 cilyXaM BeJIUKaH
MOKa3bIBAJICS B MOCJIEIHUN pa3. OHO HAXOAWIIOCH OJIN3 MaJIEHbKOM JEPEBYIIKH, KOTOPYIO Ha3bIBAIU
Ozepnoii. Tam oHU paccrpocuiii mapy >KUTEIEH, W OJUH M3 HUX MOATBEPAWUJI, UYTO BEIIMKAH
orpaOuj exaBHMX OT HHMX IYTHUKOB JHS Tpu ToMmMy Hazaad. OH OTBENT HUX K MECTy, Ine
NPEANOJIOKUTENBHO COCTOSIIOCH OrpabiieHne, U OXOTHUKHU CTaju ocMmarpuBarbes. Jloiaro uckarb
ciielbl HE MPUIINIOCh — TMOBCIOABl ObUIM OTIEYATKM OTPOMHBIX HOT, MO (GOopMe MOXOKUX Ha
YEJI0BEYECKUE.

— He noxoxe Ha meaBens, — npucBucTHYI Ctud. — Kaxkercs, 3To Halll MajIbIid.

['oBOpWUIT OH 3TO, UCTIBITHIBAS U MAHAPAXK, U PAJOCTh: YOEKIECHHUE B TOM, YTO BEJIMKAH PEAJICH,
03HAYAJIO PEATBHOCTD KAK OITACHOCTH, TAK W HArPaJbl.

[leppu Taxxke oOpaTui BHUMaHHE Ha CJIEIbl KOJIEC PSAAOM C OTHedYarkamu BeiaukaHa. OHu
HOSIBIISUTUCH CTPAHHBIM 00pa30oM — CJIIOBHO M3 HHOTKYJIa — U TOYHO TaK e Mporajaaiu, OyaTo To,
YeMy OHU IPUHAJIEKAIIN, B3JIETEIIO B BO3AYX.

— Tloxoxe, BeIMKaH HOCUT € COOOM KaKyr0-TO TOBO3KY, — MPEANOI0XKHUI OH BCIYX.

— Hagepnoe, Ta camasi JeBYOHKa, C KOTOPOM OH myremecTByeT, — KuBHYI Ctud. — OHa
HaM Ha 3aKyCKy OCTaHETCS.

[leppu moxan njeyamu: OH I CeOsl yKE€ PEelni, YTO HUKOTO KpOM€ BEJIMKAaHa TPOrarb He
CTaHET.



I'naBa necarasi: Hamagenue

Kapera Tpscnace W maramach Ha BEJIMKAHBEM ILIEYE, MO HEW IMOCTOSHHO CTy4Yaldd BETKH.
Panpmie Muro OT BCEro 3TOro MOATAIHWUBAIO, U OHA HE MONIA COCPENOTOYUTHCS HU HA €AUHOMU
MBICJIM, HO TENepb OHAa NPHUBBIKIA W Ja)Ke MepecTaja KpUyaThb BEJIMKaHy, 4TOObl OH HEC €€
aKKyparHee — €My BC€ paBHO He yaaBasioch. M3peaka Mus nonisasiBasia B OKHO, HO TOJIBKO
MEJIbKOM, B€Jlb HUYErOo MHTEPECHOrO TaM BCE PABHO HE ObIBAJIO, TOJBKO AEPEBbs /1@ KycThl. OT
3TOTO BHJA €M yKe Aenanock mioxo. Kak Obl oHa HM nbITanack ce0s yOeIuTh, UTO TaKas >KU3Hb €i
M0 Jylle, OHa BCE€ PaBHO CKydyaja IO rOpoay, KAMEHHBIM JOporaM, yI0OCTBY MSTKUX KpOBareu H
BKyCHOM ezne. MHorga oHa jake HauvMHajla CKydarh IO JIFOJSAM, HO B TAKME€ MOMEHTHI IIEPE HEU
BO3HMKAJIO yXMbUIstoleecs Juio ['oapuka, a B yliax HaunHaJ 3BEHETh €ro CKPUITyduid, OyITO 3BYK
pacCTpOCHHOM CKpHUIKH, cMeX. Torma Mus nesna pykod B NEPENOIHEHHBIN JIParoleHHOCTSIMHU
CYHIIYK, YTO JIEKaJl TOJA CHJAECHBEM, J0CTaBaja OTTYIAa CBEPKAIOUMN NEPCTEHb WU 30JI0ThIE
KapMaHHBIE Yachl U BepTeyia UX B pyKax, kak Obl oOpamaschk k [ogpuky: «IlocMoTpH, 4TO y MEHS
Tenepb €cTh». HaKOIUIEHHBIX C MOMOIIBIO BEJIMKaHa JCHEr €d XBaTWjio Obl U Ha JOM, U Ha
MMOMECThE — /1A XOTh Ha LEJbIA 3aMOK CcO ciiyramu, HO B CeBepHoM KopomneBcTBe OHa yxke Bps v
KOT/Ta-HUOYIb CMOIvIa ObI ’KUTH B TOPOJIC WM JIaXKe B JIEPEBHE, BEb JIOAN TETIEPh XOPOIIO 3HAIH,
KaK OHa BBITJISIUT.

Onnako y Mum emie octaBajiach HaJlexkK/1a, YTO CJiaBa O HEW HE yCIeJia paclpOCTPAHUTHCS 3a
npenensl CeBepHoro KoposieBcTBa, M03TOMY OHa THajla BEJIMKaHa K rpaHule. B dyxux 3eMIIsIX oHa
MJIaHUpOBaja MPOJOJIKUTH CBOM J€Jia, a €CJIM U TaM 3TO CTaHEeT CJIMIIKOM HeOe30MacHo, TO OHa
Mora Obl OTIPaBUTHCS Jajbllle — HAa BOCTOK, TJI€ KUBYT COBEPILIEHHO MO-IPYrOMY U TJ€ O HEH U
BEJIMKaHE TOYHO a0COJIFOTHO HUYEro He ciblmanu. [IpaBna, HeTaBHO OHAa OCO3HANIA, YTO BEJIUKaH
— pecypc orpaHuyeHHbIM. Ceilyac OH ObLI OKOJIO MSTH METPOB POCTOM, U MOKA YTO MYIaTh €ro
pasMepamMu MOJIy4aioch, HO 4TO OyfeT, KOorma OH YMEHBIIMTCSA J0 OOBIYHBIX pa3MepoB? «ITO U
OymeTr KOHeIl MyTH, — ayMana Mus. — MoeT, S OCTaHyCh TaM, IJIe BCE€ 3aKOHUMUTCSA. MOXKeET,
BEPHYCh Clofla U KYIUII0 cebe 100poe uMs». UTo ke 10 BellnKaHa — O ero cyab0e Musi He CHIIBHO
3a0oTtunack. OH 100BETCA CBOETO, U 3aKJIIOYEHHBI MEXKy HUMU JOTOBOP OyIEeT BBIIOJIHEH, XOTS
Musi ¢ yI0BOIBCTBHMEM HalljieBajia Obl Ha JJOTOBOP U MCIIOJb30BaJia Obl BEJTMKaHa MOJI0JIbIIIE.

Cam BenukaH OTO JHA KO JHIO CTaHOBHWJICS Bce Oosee MpauHbIM. OH 4acTO BCIIOMHHAI
BpEMEHa, Korja eume He ObUl 3HakoM ¢ Muei. Torga ero OTOBCIOAY THaju, Be3le OOSIUCh U
npe3upaiu, a OH OTYErO-TO XPaHWJI MEUTHI O TOM, YTO KOTAAa-HUOY/Ib CMOXET KHUTh C JIFOIbMU
BMECTE. A KOIJa OH CTaJl YMEHBIIATHCS, OH TOJIbKO W Jenan, 4yTo (PaHTa3upoBal: O TOM, Kak
MOCEIUTCA B KaKOH-HUOYIh JEpEeBHE WJIU TOPOJE, KaKk OylIeT €CTh MHOTO YEJIOBEUYECKOM €JIbl, KaK
Oyzet BecTH Joyrue Oeceqpl ¢ coceAsiMu. Tenepb MHOTO€ MOMEHSUIOCh, U JIIOAM YK€ HE Ka3alHuCh
€MY CTOJIb XOPOIIMMH, a UX JIOMA U €[1a — CTOJb NpUBIEKaTeabHbIMUA. OH YK€ HE TOHUMAJ, €CTh
JU eMy JIeJIO JI0 TOro, CTAHET OH YeJIOBEKOM WM HeT. Kak-To oH momenuiics 06 3ToM ¢ Mueld, Ha
YTO OHA CIIPOCHJIA!

— Ho MbI Beap emie BMecTe, mpaBaa? S Beap momoraia Tede CTOIbKO BPEMEHH, XOTS, €CIIU Thl
IIOMHHIIb, CaMa OTTOBapuBajia T€0s OT 3TOW 3areu. TOJIbKO BOT 3TO HE 3HAYMUT, UTO MEHS HYKHO
opocathb!

— Ha, Mus, — B310XHY7 BeimkadH. — Bmecre.

W OHM NPOAOIDKUIIN KUTh MO-CTapoMy. TOJBKO BOT TEIEPh BEIMWKAH IOMOTal Muu He paau



YEero-To KOHKPETHOI0, a IOTOMY YTO HUYETO JIPYroro, Kak €My Ka3ajaoch, HE OCTaBAJIOCh.

Ha mytu x rpanuiie oHu momoOpaiuch K IIMPOKOW peKe, KoTopas TAHYJIach BIOJb Jieca U
yXOIuJjia KyJa-To JajJeKo Ha Ior. BeaumkaH cXBaTWII KapeTy MOKpENYe, MArHyll B yCThe, MOTPYy3UIICs
B BOIYy MO KOJIEHO M CTall mepecekarb peky. Hu oH, HU Mwus He 3aMeTW/IM, KaK TNpPH HUX
NPpUOIMKEHUU KYCThI BOKPYT 3allIEBEIUINCH, XOTSI BETpa U HE ObLIO.

BriOpaBumcsr U3 peku, BEJIMKAH YCIEJ CHeJiaTh BCEro Mapy IaroB, MPEXJe 4YeM B HEro
NpuJieTeNl MEpBbId apOaneTHwid 00aT. OH TONaja BEJIWKAHy B CIHUHY U MPOOUIT KOXKY, OOJBHO
ykoJi0B. OTISIHYBIIMCh, BEJIUMKAH YBHUJIEN, KaK B HEro IENATCS Cpa3y HECKOJbKO apOaIeTUMKOB.
[Tonetenu cruemyronme OONTH, W Te, YTO TMOMAJd B BeIWKaHA, TAKXKE IPOH3UIN €ro KOXY.
[TomoGHOTO C HUM eIIle HE CIyJanoCch — paHbIIe, KOra OH ObLI 0OJIBIIE, €ro KoXka Obliia CriocoOHa
BbIJIEpKaTh Jt0ObIe ataku. [lepenyraBumch, OH MOHSJI, YTO HYKHO O€XKaTh, U YCTPEMUJICS BIIEpeT
BII0JIb peku. Ha Oery oH mpuskal KapeTy K rpyau, YTOObI CIIydaiiHbIA BBICTPEN HEe YyroAui B Muto.

— Uto npoucxomut?! — 00eCOKOEHHO BOCKJWKHYIa Mus. Bennkan He oTBeudal, HO 1O
YyKHUM TOJI0CaM U 3BYKaM JIETAILIMX CHAPSJIOB OHA U TaK MOHSJIA, YTO 32 HUMHU BEJCTCS MOTOHSL.

OT TspKENOoro BeJMKaHbEro Oera 3arpsiccsi JieC: BOa B PEKE MOKPHUIACH CUIIBHOUW psiOblo,
pa3aINCh KPUKH MEpenyranHbiX nTuil. Benukan Heccs, He pazoupas goporu. OH CMUHAN KYCTHI,
Bpe3ajiCsi B JEPEBbs, PACTAJIKUBAasI UX B CTOPOHBL YUepe3 HECKOIbKO MHUHYT MOTOHU €ro CIHHA
MTOKpacHeJa OT BBICTPETIOB, CAM OH BBIMOTAJICS M 3aMeIUIICs, a Mus BC€ TOpONuia €ro KpuKaMmu:

— BricTpee naBait, 6picTpee!

— He Mory... — npou3Hec OH CKBO3b CHJIBHYIO OJIBIIIKY.

— Torna pa3BepHUCH U pacipaBbCs C YOO IKaMu!

Benukan oOepHyncs Hazal, Opocui B3IV Ha O€XaBIMX 32 HUM OXOTHHUKOB — ITOMHMO
apOAJIETYMKOB OH 3aMETHJI JIFOJIEW, BOOPYKEHHBIX JUIMHHBIMU KOMbAMHU. OH SIBHO MOYYBCTBOBAII,
YTO MOXKET MOTUOHYTH, €CJIU CTAHET CPAXKATHCS, U BIIEPBBIC B )KM3HU UCTBITAT HACTOJIBKO CUJIBbHBIN
cTpax. Pe3ko ocTaHOBMBIIMCH, OH ONYCTWJI KapeTy BHU3. MHUS OkuJajna, YTO CEMYaC OH MPUMET
OoM, OHAKO OH BAPYr OTKPBUI ABEPH KapeThl, JOoCcTal MHUIO — MpU 3TOM OHA yCrela CXBAaTUTh
OJIHY TOJIBKO MOXOJAHYIO CYMKY — 3aKpbLI €€ B JIAJIOHSX U M00eKa Jajbllie.

— Yro ThI TBOpHI, Ocen?! — HeromoBana oHa. — Kapera! Tsl octaBun kapery! Tol uto, HE
caplimib?! BepHuch Tyna ceityac xe!

Benukan ee He ciyman ¥ Bce MpoaospKan Oexkarb. Bckope Bhiepenu mokaszajach IMOJISIHA U
3aKpbIBaBIIAs JadbHEUIMUA TpoXon BbicOKass ropa. CTOWJIO BEJIMKAHY TaM MOSIBUTHCS, H3-3a
JIEPEBBEB C OOKOB TYT K€ BBHICKOUMJIA HOBBIE BOOPYKEHHBIE KOIBSIMU U MEYaMH OXOTHUKU. Te, uTo
Mpeciie/IoBalid BeJIMKaHa JI0 3TOr0, OCTAHOBUJIMCH M033/IM, BHICTABUIIM BIEPE]] OPYKHUE U CTalIU
MEIJIEHHO TpuOMMKarbes. Benukan BKancs CIMHOW B ropy, MPUOTKPHUI JAJOHH M OTYASHHO
B3IVISIHYJI HA Muto.

— Pactonmun ux! — 3akpuyaia OHa B UCTEPHKE.

BenukaH ctan oT4asHHO BOIWTH IIa3aMH MO psaaM NMPUOMKAIOIMXCS OXOTHUKOB. B wmur,
KOIJ[a TOJIETEIN KOIbsl U apOajieTHbhie OOJITHI, JIMIIO €r0 M3MEHUJIOCh: OPOBU HAXMYPUIIUCH, POT
OTKPBUICS M MOKa3ajl psii OOJIbIIMX 3yOO0B, a Iia3a ero IpoCcTHO 3acBepkaiu. OH MOAHSII HOTY, U30
BCEX CHJI yapuji MO 3eMJI€ U BMECTE€ C T€M 3apeBel TaK, YTO JIaKe ropa 1mo3ajayd B3ApOTHYIA U
Hayaja ChIlIaThb BHU3 3€MJII0 M KaMHU. Y OXOTHUKOB MOTEMHEJIO B IIa3aX, B UX BUCKH yaapuia
nylnbcupytomias 601b. Bocmonb30BaBmch MOMEHTOM, BEJIMKAH B JiBa MPBDKKA OKa3alcs Ha JPYroi
CTOPOHE MOJIAHBL. Ha Xomy OTKpBIB TaAOHH, OH YBUJE, YTO Mus eXuT 6e3 co3zHaHus. TyT ke ero
OXBaruja ITAaHWKA — BEAb OH W MOHATHS HE HMMEJ, Kak NoMoub MuM B TakoW CHUTYyalluu
CaMOCTOSITEIbHO. PelmB, 4To eMy Hy)KHa CTOPOHHSISI ITOMOIIb, OH CXBaTHJI TIEPBOrO MOMABIIETOCS



OXOTHHKA U MOHECCS KaK MOKHO JaJblle OT MECTa HAITAJACHHUS.

...Korma BennkaH 3apeBen u ymapui o 3emiie, Ileppu, Kkak U Bce €ro COpaTHUKHU, CXBAaTUIICS
3a yM MU omycTwicsi Ha koiieHW. CHauanma 3emis mHepe] ero mia3aMu 3arpsciach, MOTOM
3aKPYKMJIACH, OTJAIWIACH U HEOKUJAHHO IOILIbLIA B IPOTHUBOIOJI0KHOM OT HETO HAIIPABJICHUMU.
MrroBenue cmycta Ileppu oco3nan, 4yto ero Hecer BenukaH. lleppu cTanm Kpuyarb, MOMBITAICS
BBIPBAThCA, HO 0e3pe3ylbTaTHo. 3a IECATOK MUHYT BEJIMKaH, KOTOPBIA M3-3a OecrnokoiicTBa 0 Muu
Halles B ce0e CUJIbI TPOJ0JIKATh Oer, TPEo0JIe] HECKOIBKO KUIIOMETPOB M HAKOHEI] OCTAHOBHIICS.
On ormyctun Ileppu, U TOT, CBAJIMBIIMCH HA 3€MIJIIO, TYT K€ BCKOYMJI M cobupaincsa coexarb. OH
pPBaHyII BIPABO, HO Tyla OMYCTUJIACh OTPOMHAs JIAJOHb W MEPEropoAusia €My JIOpOry; TOTAa OH
PE3KO CBEpHYJ BJIEBO, HO TaM OKasajach Jpyras JaJOoHb. B cienyrollyro ceKyHay BEJIMKAaH CHOBA
novimait [leppu u monnec ero k teny Mum.

— Ilomoru e, — monpocui oH, akKypaTHo onyctuB lleppu psaom ¢ Muen.

[leppu nopaxkeHHO ycTaBuica Ha Hero. OH HUKAaK HE OKHUIAl, YTO BEJIMKAH — CTPAILHBIA U
0e3MO3MIIbIl JAUKUM 3BEepb, KAKWM €ro OINHCHIBAIW — YyMEET ToBOpUTh. lleppu momuan wu
00eCKypaX€HHO TJI4JIe] Ha BEJIMKaHa, TOKa TOT HE 3arOBOPUJ BHOBB:

— beicTpee. [lomoru e, — noTpedoBasl OH U NajblieM NoATOoNKHYN [leppu k Teny Mum.

Ileppu ewe pa3 B3IAHYI HA BEJIMKAaHA, IOTOM MOCMOTPEN Ha MHUIO U OIYCTUIICA PSIIOM C HEH
Ha KkoysieHu. OH OCMOTpeN €€, HE YBHUJAEN HUKAKUX MOBPEXKJICHHUMN, OMUMO CUHSKOB U CCaJvH,
MPOLLYAJI ITYJIbC U IPOBEPHUII IBIXaHUE.

— Bpone Ob1 oHa B nopsnake, — npousHec [leppu crarsiBas. — Ho Ha0 mpoBepUThH KOE-4TO
elle, 4YTOoObl TOYHO CKa3aTh... — OH cTal MEAJEHHO MOoIHUMarh MU0, OueHb aKKyparHo, YTOObI
yOeauTh BEJIMKaHa B TOM, YTO HET HUYEro 3JI0r0 B €ro HaMepeHusax. BenukaH noBepuics emy, u
3TO ObUIO OomMOKOM: mpukaB Muro k cede, [leppu ObICTPBIM JBUKEHHEM BBITAMI U3 HOXKEH HA
TOJICHU KMHYKAJI U IPUCTABUI OCTPUE K €€ TOPILY.

— Croit! — yxacHyics BEIMKaH U NPOTSHYI PYKY Bliepen, Ho Ileppu oTcTpanuiics Ha3an u
nepeMecTuII Jie3Bue ele Oamxe K ropay Mun. Benukan mogHsI packpbIThie JTaJOHU HaJ TOJTOBOU
u nonpocui: — He nemnaii 3Toro!

— Yb6epu cBou sambl, TBapb! Mnu et konen! — BenukaHn He cTajd pUCKOBaTh U BHIMOIHUI €r0
TpeboBanue. — U caenail mwar Hazan. C Hell Bce OyJeT B MOPSIAKE, €CIU HE Oy/Aelllb IepraThCsl.

— Tb1 Xouens yOuTh Hac? — CIPOCHIT BEJIUKAH OTCTYIasl.

— Tako# 3aka3. Thl... MOYEMY Thl TOBOPHIILIb?

— 1 He moHUMaro, — IOKayvaJjl OH I'OJIOBOMM.

— BenukaHnbl HE yMEIOT TOBOPUTH!

— Ilouemy? IloToMy 4TO OHM YyIOBUIIA? — YCMEXHYJCS BEJIMKAaH, U INIa3a €ro 3aropeiauch
TOYHO TakK e, Kak Toraa, Ha nojisiue. — Otmyctu Muto, a He To...

— Cpenaenb XOTh 1I1AT, U 51 €€ MPUKOHYY, — 000pBai ero lleppu.

Benukan Bapyr nmokpacHesn. Kaszanoce, OH ceildyac Ha BCE HAIUIOET M arakyer. lleppu, xoTs
ObUI HE M3 MYIIMBBIX, TOYYBCTBOBAJ CTPAaX M CXkajl PYKOSTh KUHXKaja mnmokpende. OQHAKO CIyCTs
HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ HaIPsUKEHUE YMEHBIIMIIOCh — BEJIIMKAH BBIIOXHYJ, OTCTYIIMJ €IIE Ha Iar u
yOpas pyKu 3a CIUHY.

— Tlpomy Te6s1, HE Bpeau €il, — Mpou3HeC OH Oojiee TUXUM ToiocoM. — OHa HUYETO HE
caenana. OTnycTu ee, a s oW1y ¢ BaMH.

— Her yx, — ckazan [leppu ycMeXHYBIIHCB.

— Ilouemy?

— Ecnu g oTnyiiy ee, Thl yObelllb MEHS.



— Sl Huuero He cnenaro. KisiHyCh.

— 51 He Bepro.

[Toka onu pasroBapuBaiu, Mus ycniena npuidt B ce0si. [lo4yBCTBOBAB XOJIOIHYIO CTalb OKOJIO
ropja, OHa TYT K€ IMOHsUIa, 4To mpoucxoauT. Crapasch HE NMOKa3blBaTh, YTO K HEM BEPHYIOCH
CO3HaHUE, OHA CTajla BBDKUJATH OJIATONPUATHBIH MOMEHT. Kak TOJBKO OXOTHHK ITOJHOCTBIO
OTBJIEKCSI Ha Oece/ly ¢ BEJIMKaHOM, OHA PE3KO yAapuiia JOKTEM €My B Max, oJiepHy/ia OT ce0s pyKy ¢
HOXXOM U Opocujach IOJ HOTH BEJIUKaHY, KOTOPBIA TYT K€ MmojoOpaji ee U Mmocaauil K cebe Ha
wiedo. Ileppu ke, ctonno Muun BeIPBaThCs, MOHSJ, YTO MOTEPSUT MMPEUMYIIECTBO B MEPErOBOPAX,
OTCKOYMJI Ha3a]l U CTall yOeraTh.

— Jloronu ero! — ckomangoBajia Musl.

Benukan B oauH war HacTur lleppu, v TOT onATh OKa3ayics B €T0 PyKax.

— Jlepxu kpenye, — ckazaiga Mus. — A TO B CIEAyIOUMA pa3 OH TOYHO MHE TOPJQ
nepepexet. Mnem orcrona. beictpee!

Benukan nampasuiics Brnepen. Hu on, Hu Mus He mpou3HOCHIM HU cioBa. Ileppu Toxke
Momyan. Teneps, korga A€BUOHKE HE ObUla HYXKHA MOMOIIb, OH HE MOHUMAJ, TOYEMY JI0 CUX TIOP
ocTaeTcs B KUBBIX. «Heyxemn OHM OymMarT, 4TO HM3-3a MEHS JIPYTME€ OXOTHUKH HE CTaHYT
Hamagars? Mnm mpocTto moka HE MOHMMAKOT, 4TO CO MHOHW JAejarb? — mpeanosaral oH. — B
J1000M cllydae MHE 3TO UTpaeT Ha PyKy — s BeAb BCe el Abiiny». [leppu HE cOMHEBajCs, 4TO
BCKOpPE €MY IIPEJICTABUTCS HOBBIM MIAHC 3aII0JIyYUTh I'OJIOBY BEJIMKAaHA — OH BHUJEN, YTO BEJIMKAH
OCTaBJIsUT 32 COOOM CIMIIKOM 3aMETHBIE CIIEbl Ha MOYBE, U 3HAJ, YTO OXOTHUKH HEMPEMEHHO HX
HaiayT. Kak ToapKo OH 00 3TOM IO fymMaJl, BEJTMKAH CHOBA BBIIIEN K PEKE.

— Ilonesan B Boay, — Benena Mus. — Jlanbiine uaeM mno pexe.

«Xurpasi» — oueHui Ileppu ee manesp.

Benvkan mar"dyn B yCTbe W TPONODKWII XOA YX€ BIOJb Hero. B wmecre, rme peka
pa3BeTBIIsIach, Mus Besenna BeJIMKaHy U3MEHHUTh HampaieHue. CieaoB 00ible HE 0OCTaBallOCh, HO
Ileppu Halen BbIXOA: OH CHSUI C IIMKOJIOTKA HOKHBI MU KUHYII UX B BOJY, OCTaBUB JJISI OXOTHUKOB
ciaen. Must 3Toro He 3amMeTuiia, a BeIMKaH — M nonxasBHO. Jlanbeiie Ileppu cHMMAai 4acTh CBOETC
CHApSDKEHUS M KHAAJ B BOJLYy Yepe3 KaKAble IBE WIIA TPU COTHU METPOB.

Crano temMHetrs. Bckope Musi 3ameTusnia, 4To BEJIMKaHYy CTaJO CJIMIIKOM Tsbkeno uaru. OH
ycTaja emie Torja, Korga yoeraj OT OXOTHUKOB, M TOCJIE TOTO Yy HEro Mo4TH He ObUIO BpEeMEHHU
OTABIIATHCA, MOATOMY MHus, MOCUUTaB, YTO OHM VYIIUIM JIOCTAaTOYHO JAJIEKO, PElMia CHAENaTh
npuBai. Benukan BeIOpasicst U3 BOJBI, MPOIIAraj B JIEC COTHIO METPOB U PACTIONIOKHUIICS MEXK JIBYX
oonpumx coceH. Oka3zaBumch Ha 3eMiie, Mus yKka3ajia Ha HaXOJUBILETOCS B pyKe BenukaHa [leppu
Y CKa3aJa:

— JaBai1 ero crona. TonpKo NpuaepKuBau.

Korna BenvkaH OIMyCTWII K HEW OXOTHHKA, OHA CBA3aja €r0 BEPEBKOM, KOTOPYIO JOCTaja U3
MOXOJIHOM CYMKH, OTOIIIIa HA HECKOJILKO METPOB M B3IVISIHYJIAa HA BEJIMKAaHA.

— Kak 3TOT 0XOTHHK BOOOIIE OKa3aJICs C HAMU? — HEJIOBOJIBHO CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— S nmpunec. Jlymai, o Tebe MOMOKET.

— OXx... — B310xHYNIa MUSs, yTOMJIEHHO IPUKPHIB I1a3a. — Kakoii xe Thl... YT0 HaM Teneppb
C HUM JienaTh, a? Hajo oT Hero nu3baBuTHCS.

— 3aueM? OH BeOb CBSA3aH M HUYETO HE CMOXKET HAM CJIejIaTh.

— OcCTaBIATh €ro B JKUBBIX — 3TO PUCK.

— Ilouemy?

— Iloromy! — BockiukHyna Musi. — Hajno ero youts.



— IlocTymait kak 3Haelb, — cKa3ai OH.

Mus nocmoTtpena Ha BenukaHa. OH cTos1 u Moiyai. Torma Musi moctaiia HOX W monuia K
OXOTHHUKY, KOTOPBIA BECh HAmNpSTrcs U AeprKall CBI3aHHBIE PYKH Tepen coboil. OgHako TOUTH 10
HEro OHAa He ycliella — BEJIMKAaH, IAarHyB BIepe], IPOTIHYI PYKY U OBICTPO MOAHSUT MU0 B BO3AYX,
CXBAaTHUB €€ 3a KaITFOLIOH.

— Ilyctn mens! — 3akpuyana Mus 1 cTana BEpTEThCSA U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

— Y0epu cHauana HOX, — BO3pa3HJI BEJIMKaH.

— Xopomo! be3 noxa! Ipunynty roasimu pykamu! Ilyctu, yept nmodepu! Onyctu mens! —
HMCTEPUYHO KpHUyayia OHa.

BenukaH He mocnymacs U NpoIOKUIL IepKaTh Muro HaJ 3eMIIeH.

[Teppu HaOMIOMAT 32 3TOM CIIEHON C OTPOMHBIM yAMBIEHUEM. «YTO BOOOIIE MPOUCXOAUT? —

3aJaBajicia OH BompocoM. — OH 4TO, TOJBKO YTO crac MHE Wu3Hb? MM Bce 3TO KakoM-TO
CIIEKTaKJIb?»

[Toctenenno Mus ycnokounack. OHa yKe€ HE KpUyalia, XOTS BCE €lIe OCTaBajacCh XMypOW U
pacKpacHEBILEHCS.

— Jlagno, — OypkHyna oHa. — S He Oyay ero Tporark.

— Bpock HOX, — TOTpeOoBa BeIMKaH.

Musi B3IOXHYJa W BBITYCTHJIA HOX W3 PYK. BenwkaH HacTynui Ha TO MECTO, Kyda HOX
MPU3EMIIMIICS, U OH Mponan Moj OpoAaBiI€HHOW 3emuiedl. Oka3aBUIMCh BHH3Y, MUs CEepauTo
MOTOITAIACH HA MECTE.

— Tynas TBosA 0alka, — ¢ KaKMM-TO pa304apoOBaHHEM CKa3aja OHA. — 3a4eM Thbl OCTABUII
kapety?! Trl mOHMMaeb, uto Bce ucnoptuia?! Uro renepp aenatp, a?!

— 3aTo ThI )KMBa, Mus.

— /Jla Ha koM 4yepT MHE Takas XM3Hb?! — pa3gocajoBaHO B3MaxHyla OHAa pyKamu. — Tam
ObUTH JIEHBTH, HA KOTOPBIE sI COOMpanach Ha4aTh HOBYIO! A TBI... TOYEMY ThI IPOCTO HE TTOyOMBal
ux Bcex, a? [locmotpu Ha cebs. K uemy Tebe 3T0 rpoMagHOE TENO, €CJIU Thl HE MOKEIIL UM XOTh
pa3 BOCHOJIb30BAThCS MO Ha3zHaueHUI0?.. 51 gymana, Thl U3MEHUJICA, IOYMHEJN, a Thl BCE TAKOM XK€
MsITKOTeNbIN 60Ban! Th(y!

Omna npucena Ha KOPTOYKHU U 3aKpbUIA JUILO PYKAMHU.

— A 4rto MHe ObUIO Jenarhk? S He MOT HEeCTH KapeTy, — MPOU3HEC BeJuKaH. — Eciu Ol s
OCTaBWJI T€OsI B HEM, a caM yIlell, Thl Obl1a Obl JoBoJIbHA? Mus? Thl uTo, M1avens?

— Ara, ele 4ero, — OTO3Bajach OHA, yOpasa JIaJIoH! OT JIMIA, U BEJIUKaH MOHSII, YTO TaKOU
37I0M ¥ HEJOBOJBHOM OHA HE OBUIO Jake mociie ucropuu ¢ Banentuno. — Hamo BepHYTH Kapery.
MBbI 10JKHBI BEpHYTHCSI HA TO MECTO, TJ€ €€ OCcTaBuiIu. ClbImub?

— MBI MOKEM BEPHYTHCS, ECIIN XOUYENIb, — M0KaJ OH IJIeYaMHu. — A ThI 3alIOMHHUJIA, [7I€ OHA
ocTanach?

— Jla, KOHEYHO, — CApKAaCTUYHO Ipou3Hecia oHa. — OTIMYHO 3allOMHUJIA: TE-TO B 3TOM
Jecy.

Benukan xoTen ObLIO CECTh U MPUCIOHUTHCS K JIEPEBY, HO, KaK TOJILKO €ro CIIMHA KOCHY/Iach
KOPBbI, OH BCKOUWJI U 3aIUATE.

— Yero? — cnpocuia Musi.

— CnuHa, — npoCcTOHAJ OH U MTOBEPHYJICS.

Koxa Ha ero cnimHe Obl1a yThIKaHa apOaieTHBIMU OOJITaMU, IO HEM CTPYSMHU TEKJIa KPOBb.

— Bor uept! — BockimkHyna Mus. — JlaBail J10)uCh Ha KUBOT. [lonmpoOyro 4To-HUOYIL
cHenarh. ..



OH Jer, Kak ObUIO BEJEHO, a Mus 1ocTalia U3 CyMKH OyTBUIKY BOJKH, KOTOPYIO XpaHUJIA €Il C
TeX Mop, Kak ynuia oT [ofpuka, 3a0panack K BEJIMKaHY Ha CIIMHY M CTajla BHITACKUBAaTh OOJITHI,
IIOJINBAsl PaHbl BOJKOU.

[leppu Tem BpeMeHEM BCE Pa3MBIIUISI, OTYETO BEIUMKAH HE Jajl JCBYOHKE YOUTH ero. «Sl
OKHJaJl, YTO BEJIMKAH — CTPAIHOE YYAUIIE M3 CKa30K, a OH OKa3aJjics MPOCThIM OaHIUTOMY —
MOJIyMall OH U PEIIAJI HAPYIIMTh MOJTYaHHUE.

— Tak ThI He NHOOUIIL MPOIUBATH KPOBb, a7 — OpPOCUJI OH BEJIMKAHY. — 3aro HE BUJIUIIb
HHUYETO HEMPABUIBHOTO B TOM, YTOOBI BPHIBATHCS B rOPOJIa U pa3pyliaTh JOMa HEBUHHBIX )KUTEIICH ?

[TpunoHsB roiaoBy, BeJIUKaH B3MIsIHYA Ha [leppu ¢ HEKOTOPBIM MPE3PEHUEM.

— 1 cnplman, OXOTHUKY 3a TOJIOBAaMU TOTOBBI YOUTH 32 A€HBI'M KOTO YTOJIHO, — OTBETHUJI OH.

— Jlaxe gerei, — monrBepansia Mus, BeIICPHYIIA U3 BEIMKAHbEH CIIMHBI OYEPEeaHON OONT U
C ycMelko# gobaBuia: — XOTs Ha TaKO€ TOTOBBI HE TOJIBKO OXOTHUKHM. ..

— OXOTHUKHU €CTh pa3Hble, — ckazas [leppu. — A Benukanbl? Bce BenrukaHbl pa300MHUKHY,
KaK ThI?

— 41 npyrux He 3Hax0.

— B mro0oM ciydae Hemoiro tebe ocTaaoch HABOAWUTH CTpaxy Ha ATH Jieca, pa3 TebOe He
XBaTaeT Jyxa YOUTh TOTO, KTO XOUeT YOUThH TeO4.

— A TbI OBl JIETKO yOUJ 6€33aIMTHOTO, — MPOU3HEC BEIUKAH C IBHBIM YKOPOM.

[leppu Ha 3TO TONBKO (BIPKHYI, a BOT Mmus, KOTOPOMl HAJ0€N0, YTO BEJIMKAH BO BpeMs
pasroBopa MOCTOSHHO JEprajcs U Melall e 00padaThiBaTh paHbl, BOCKJIMKHYIIA:

— XBaTHUT, 3aMOJIKHHUTE!

— D, BenukaH, — He nociaymanics [leppu. — Ona To60M koMaHayeT? DTO ISl HEE Thl BCEM
ATUM 3aHUMACIILCS?

— Jloctran! — paszo3nuinace Musi, COpeITHYJIAa Ha 3€MJIIO, TTOAOIUIA K OXOTHUKY, 3aBs3aja €My
pOT KyCKOM TpyOoO#l TKaHU, MOCJI€ Yero BEpHYIACh K CBOeMy MpexHemy naeny. OmuH u3 00aTOB
BOIIIEJI TaK TITyOOKO BENMKAaHy IMOJA KOXY, 4TO MUHU NPUILIOCH BBUIUTH B OCTABIIYIOCS TOCIIE
M3BJICYEHHS PaHy MO KpailHEW Mepe MOI-JIUTpa BOAKHU, OTHAKO TOMUMO 3TOT0 HUKAKHX CEPbE3HBIX
MOBPEXJACHUN HE OBLIO.

— Xutsb Oyzaenmn, — ckazaiga oHa, KOrja 3aKOHYMIIA.

— Cnacu60, Musi, — no0aro1apui oOH.

— He nymait, 4to Tenepp BCE HOPMAIIBHO, — YIPIOMO CKasaja OoHa. — TbI eme JOJKeH
BEPHYTH KaperTy.

Must cne3na ¢ €ro CnWHbI, OPUKPBUIA POT THUIBHOM CTOPOHOW JIAJOHU, MPONOJKUTEIBHO
3€BHY/Ia U TOTSHYIACh. PsSoM ¢ HUMH OBUIO JIEPEBO, BEPXHSSI YacCTh KOTOPOTO pasielisiach,
0o0pa3oBbIBasi B LIEHTPE MPOCTOPHBIM M CBOOOAHBIA OT BETOK y4acTOK. Musi mompocuiia BeJIMKaHa
MOJHATH €€ TY/Ia, ITOCIIE YETO YIIETIach U MPUHSIIACH TOTOBUTHCS KO CHY.

Ileppu mnpocienun 3a Mued HW XOpOUIO 3allOMHMJ, Ha KaKOM HMEHHO [IepEBE OHa
pacnonoxunack. OH 3HaJ, 4YTO MOMEHT, KOTJa MO OCTABICHHBIM WM CJEJaM MPUIAET OTPSI,
o0mm30k. OHAKO OT MBICIHU, YTO MPUJAETCS YOUTh BEIMKAaHA, EMY OTUEro-TO CTAaHOBUJIOCH HE IO
cebe. OH Beab comIacuicid MOWTH HaA JIENI0 JUIIb MOTOMY, YTO CUMTal BEJIMKaHA MOHCTPOM.
Tenmepp, korma WIUTIO3US paccesiach, OH COXKallel O CBOEM pEIIEHWH BEPHYThCS K pabore
oxoTHHKA. «HO 3TO Benb CTONBKO JAeHEr! — MpOoKpaiach MBICIb B €ro TojioBy. — ['0j0Ba BennkaHa
— W MHE He mpujaercs OoJblle IyMaTh O TOM, Kak oOecrnedyuBarh CBOIO KU3Hb. I He TONbKO
CBOIO».

[ITULBI 3aMOJIKIIA, CIBIIAJICS JIMIIb CTPEKOT HACEKOMBIX. BenukaH, 4yTh MOCHIIEB C



3ayMYUBBIM BHJOM, YIETCS PSIAOM C AEPEBOM, Ha KOTOpOM Jjexana Mus, u ycHyn. Camy Muro
[leppu pazmisaetrs OoJibllie HE MOT, pa3Be TOJBKO €€ O4YepTaHMs, UYTO C1ab0 BHIPHCOBBLIBAIIUCH B
BBICOTE Ha (JOHE HOUHOTO Heoa.

«Tak mu BaxXHO, 4TO 1 fymMar0? — npoaokai pa3mMbeuisaTsk [leppu. — CKopo 31ech OKaxeTcs
Crud c orpsagom, a 3Tu ABoe yxe crsaT. OHU 0OpedeHbD».

Tonbko ThMa CTyCTHIIACh HAJ JIECOM, BOKPYI IOCJBIIAIUCH IOPOXA M OCTOPOYKHBIC IIATH.
I'mazamu Ileppu nckan MCTOYHUKH 3ByKa, U MHOTAA €MY YYIWUJIOCh, YTO B TEMHOTE OH BUJIUT
YepHbIE KOHTYPBI YEJIOBEYECKUX (PUTYp, KOTOpPBIE TO MOSBISUIMCH, TO ucyesanu. Bekope Ileppu
MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO KTO-TO MPUOIU3UICS K HEMY coBceM Oiu3ko. O CKOBBIBAIOILYIO €0 BEPEBKY
CTAJIO TEPETHhCS JIE3BUE, U Yepe3 CEKyHJy BEpEBKa ymaja Ha 3emiro. lleppu cHsn TKaHb co pra,
MEJUICHHO TMOIHAJICSA U yBUJIEN nepen co0oil cocpenorouenHoe iuno Cruda. On nepenan Ileppu
KOIIbE, 3aTe€M BOMPOCHUTENBHO MOAHsuT OpoBu. U 6e3 cioB Ileppu MoOHsII, 4TO KOMaHIUp OTpsaa
MHTEPECYETCs, HY’)KHO JIU €My 3HaTh O YEM-TO, YTO MOKET MoMemiarh youiicTpy. [lapy MrooBenuit
OH HE OTBeYas, XOTs ObUIO OYEBUJHO, YTO CIEAYET yKa3aTh Ha JIEPEBO, JaTh 3HAK, UYTO TaM
HaXOUTCA JIEBYOHKA; OCTYIM OH TaK, U JIEBYOHKA yMepia Obl OBICTPO M THXO, & 3aTEM OXOTHUKU
nofo0panuchk Obl K CIAIIEMY BEJIMKaHY, BBIKOJOJIH €My IVla3a M PAacCTPENIMBAIM C OE€30IaCHOIO
paccTosiHUA 10 TEX NOp, MOKa OH He cBainutcsa 3ameptBo. Ho Ileppu OT4HEro-to OoTpuuaresbHO
MOTHYT TojoBoi. CTHU(] KUBHYI, Aall CUTHAJN OTPSIy, TMOAHSIB JIEBYIO JIal0Hb, U THUXOHBKO
HamnpaBuJICs K BeJIUKaHy. [leppu ke 3acThul, HE pelasich MOIIEBETUTHCS.

CeMHaaaTh OXOTHUKOB, JEPKABIIMX HAroTOBE OpPYXKHE, MEMJIEHHO, IIar 3a IIaroM
NpUOIMKAINCh K CHALIEMY BelIMKaHy. bykBanbHO mapa CEKyHJ, M OHM ychenu Obl HamacTh U
BBIKOJIOTh €MY IIa3a, ONHAKO CBEPXy BIAPYI Pa3dajcs WIOPOX, U OXOTHUKH MOTHSUIA TOJOBBI —
Mus, nexxaBmas Ha AepeBe, ITIAAena Ha HUX IMMPOKUMU OT CTpaxa INa3aMu; CIIyCTs MTHOBEHHE OHA
3aKpUyaIa:

— Maubim!

Tyt ’ke OMH U3 OXOTHHUKOB OBICTPO MOAHSUT apOajeT U BBICTPEIUI, OPUCHTUPYAICh HA CIIyX.
[Tocnpimancs B3J0X, U TEHb, YEpHEE HOUM, O€33BYUHO MOJIETENA BHU3.

VYenplaB KpUK, BEJIMKAH OTKPBUI IVla3a W MPUNOMHSUICS Ha JIOKTAX. OH yBuaen, kak Mus
MaJlaeT, U yCIIeN IMOACTAaBUTH JIAJIOHb B TO MECTO, Kyla OHa Jietena. Jlepxka ee, OH NMOIHsIICS Ha
Horu. CeKkyHJly OH CMOTped Ha HEMOIBW)KHOE Tello Mwuu, 3aremM ero ryObl 3aJaposkaiu, Iias3a
HaIMoJHUIUCh O0e3ymueM. OXOTHHKHM HE CTaJM KJaTrh JI0Jbllle U Opocwinch Boeped. OHU cTamu
KOJIOTh €ro KONbSMH, pe3arb MeuaMu M OOcCTpenuBarb M3 apOaneroB. Bennkan 3apbyan u,
npeooieBas 00Jb, OTHUM MaxoM COWJI MOJIOBUHY OXOTHUKOB C HOT, ITOCJIE YEro CTajl TONTAaTh MO
co0o¥t 3eMJII0 M pa3MaxuBaTh CBOOOAHON pykoil. Te, KoMy HE MOBE3JI0 MOMACTHCS MO €r0 yAaphl,
IPOJIETAIM HECKOJIBKO METPOB Ha3aJl, YIAapsUINCh 03€Mb WJIA O JIEPEBbs U YK€ He BcraBaiu. Kak
TOJIBKO BEJIMKAH pacHpaBuics ¢ ONkalllMMHU BparaMu, OH pBaHYJI Ha apOajieTYMKOB U pacKugall
M UX. 3aTeéM OH BCTaj Iepe] MOCIEAHUM OCTaBIIMMCS HAa HOrax oxoTHMKoM — mnepen lleppwu,
KOTOPBIM MO-IIPEKHEMY CTOSII HA MECTE C KOIIBEM B PYKAX, C Y’KACOM CMOTPEI Ha TPOUCXOIALIEE U
OTYETO-TO HE MOT CHeJIaTh U mary. Bennkan HaBuC Haj HUM, U [leppu 3a)kmMypuics, okunas, 4ro
BOT-BOT IIOJIETUT B CTOPOHY TOYHO TaK K€, KaK OCTaJIbHbIE OXOTHUKU. HO ymapa He mocienosaio.
[TpuxaB Muro K Tpy/iv, BEJIMKAH OOEkKa MIPOYb.



[ 1aBa onuHHaanaTas: Bo3Bpaienue K crapbim
3HAKOMBIM

[{enple CyTKM BeJMKaH OJyXJajl Mo jiecaMm, He 3Has, KyJa nmojaarbcs. Musi, KOTOpYIO OH HeC B
pyKax ¥ KpemnkKo Mpu>KUMal K TpyIau, BCE €lle He Mpulria B cedsi, HO nplmana. OHa Obuta OneaHoi, a
paHa oT 00JTa, TOPYABIIETO Y HEE U3 KUBOTA, KPOBOTOUMJIA. BenukaH He 3Ha, 4YTO €My JiefiaTh, U
HCKaJl XOTh KOTO-HUOY/Ib, KTO MOXET MMOMOYb, HO, KaK Ha3JI0, HUKOTO U HUYETO, KPOME JIEPEBbLEB,
€My HE MOMaJAIOCh.

B onvH MOMEHT OH OKa3aJicsi Ha HEOObIUaiHO 3HAKOMOM moJisiHe. ONISACBIIMCh, OH YBUJEI
MMOBAJIEHHOE HA 3€MJI0 IEPEBO U Y3HAJ TO CaMO€ MECTO, rae Brnepsbie BerpeTusl Hopy. Tyt xe B ero
MaMsITH BO3POAWINCH OOPBIBKM Pa3rOBOPOB, MPOTYIKH U JaXKEe CIIOBa XOPOIIO 3allOMHUBILEICS
necHu. Ha Xomy BcriomuHas opory, oH noHeccs k aepeBHe. JJom Hopwl u I'peropa crosst Ha ToM
K€ MECTE, BBIVISJET TOYHO TaK €, KaK TOrAa, KOTAa OH B MOCJIEIHHUN pa3 €ro BUJEIN, TOJIBKO
Ka3aBIIMICS COBCEM HE K MECTY IMEHEK OT OOpyOJIE€HHOro Kj€Ha TOpdYall B CEpeAuHE UX caja.
[Tomovias K aBepsiM, BEIIMKAH MTOCTYYAJICS.

— K10 TaM? — mocabpmanock U3HYTPH, U BEJIMKAH MOHIL, 4TO 310 Hopa.

— MHe Hy)XHa TTOMOIIL! — CKa3aJl BeJIMKAaH W HE y3HaJl CBOETO T0joca — OH OBUT COBCEM
WHBIM, YK€ HEe TaKUM TPyObIM M HU3KHUM, KaK paHblie. ToIbKO ceifuac BeTuKaH 00paTuil BHUMaHue
HAa TO, YTO pa3MepoOM OH ropas/io MEHbLIE 1I0Ma, a Mus JIEXKUT HE B €r0 JIAJOHSAX, a B PYKax, CIIOBHO
CISIIIMH peOEHOK B OTIOBCKUX OOBATUSIX.

JIBepp OTKpbUIach, Ha mopore mnosBuiack Hopa. OHa CeKyHAy HM3yMJIEHHO BIVISIABIBAIACH E
JIMIIO BEJMKAHAa, MOTOM OITYCTHJIA TJ1a3a Ha Muio.

— $... — npousHec BeJMKaH U OOJIbIIE HE CMOT HUYETO BHIMOJIBUT.

— boxe, uto ¢ geBoukoii? — ykazana Hopa Ha Muro. — Ona panena?

— Ja, — 3akuBan Benukad. — [Ipomry. Eit HyxHa moMo1ip.

On mpubnusuics k Hope. B ee miazax mokazancs cTpax, ¥ OHa OTIpsHYIa OT ABEPH, HO
CIyCTsI MTHOBEHHME YCIIOKOWJIACh, Jlajla BEJIMKAHy MOJOWTH K cele, B3saia MU0 U3 €ro pyk u
cKazana:

— IIpoxoau. U 3akpoii 3a co00il ABEPS.

YT0oOBI BOMTH B JIOM, BEJIMKaHY BCEr0O-TO MOTPEOOBATIOCH CKJIOHUTH T'OJIOBY U TO/XKATh MJICUH.
BbpocuB B3MIs1 B CTOPOHY, OH 3aMETHUJI TIOJIKY C YHUCTOM O0OYBbIO, a Y TPOTUBOIOJI0XHON CTEHBI —
CpPEIHUX Pa3MEPOB 3aKPHITHIN IKad 1 HeOOIbION Myd, Ha KOTOPOM JIeXkKajl HeJOBSI3aHHBIN TLIaTOK
1 Urojgku ¢ Hutkamu. IIpocnenosas 3a Hopo#, OH BbIIIEN U3 MPUXOKEHW U MOYYBCTBOBAI 3amax
KApPEHOTO MsICa, KOTOPBIM JOHOCHIICA C KyXHU. Bce 3TO OH moaMeyasn BCKOJIb3b, BEAb €TI0 MBICIU B
TOT MOMEHT OBLIU MOJHOCTHIO COCPENOTOYEHBI HA MU — OECIOKONCTBO 3a HEE OH UYyBCTBOBAJ
ropaszio CHibHee, HeXKeIu JT00O0IBITCTRO.

Hopa mnpouuvia B cnanbHIO, MOJOXHUJIa MHIO Ha 3aCTEICHHYIO KOPUYHEBBIM ITOKPBHIBAJIOM
KpOBaTh U CTajla €€ OCMaTpuBaTh. BelInKaH BCTAN PSIOM.

— l'ocrionu, KTO 3TOT roJbId My»XYUHA?! — MOCTBIIAIOCH 03311, U BEJIUKaH, 0OEPHYBIIMCh,
yBugen ['peropa. — M kto 3Ta 1eBouka Ha KpoBaTH?!

— Jlaii eMy 4TO-TO U3 cBOeH oaexabl, [ perop, — monpocuiia Hopa, He crienia eMy 4To-1100
OOBSICHATD.

— Xopo1110, KOHEYHO, HO I COMHEBAIOCh, YTO XOTh UTO-HUOYIh HA HErO HaJle3eT — OH BElb



TaKOM 3J0pOBbIN !

— Jlait xoTb uT0o-HUOYIL! — pazapaxkenHo Opocwia Hopa u compana ¢ Mum pyodaniky, 4To0bl
OCMOTPETh Ha PaHy.

['perop nmoctan u3 mkada cepwie JbHSHBIE INTaHBL, pydaxy, U Hepefas uX BedaukaHy. Tor
HallenuJ Ha ce0s IITaHbl, U OHU CTAJIM €My KaK LOPTHI; pyOdaxa Ha HErO U BOBCE HE Halle3a.

— Hy, X0Tb 4TO-TO... — nmpoKoMMeHTUpoBai [ perop.

OtbpocuB pydaxy B CTOpPOHY, BEJIMKaH IMOOIIEN K KpOBaTH, Ha KOTOPOH Jiexkana Musi.

— Kaxk ona? — cnpocun on y Hopsl

— [Inoxo. Ckoapko oHa 0e3 co3HaHus?

— Bropoii naeHs...

— Ilnoxo, — moBropmia Hopa. — HyxHOo nmoctars 0OAT M OCTAaHOBUTH KPOBOTEUYECHUE.
Xopor1o, 4TO Thl HE BBITAMI ero caM. OHa Obl TOTIa yXKe. ..

Hopa cberana 3a uncToii Tpsmmkoil 1 BoaKoi, oOpadboTana MecTo, OTKYJa Topyal 00T, PE3KUM
JIBM)KEHUEM BBIICPHYIA €T0 W HakpbUla paHy NPOCHUPTOBAHHOW TPSANKOW. Mus OpOTSKHO
3aCTOHAaJIA.

— V¥ Hee ropsiuka, — npousHnecia Hopa, noTponyBumcsk 1o ee jida.

['perop u BeqHMKaH MOI4a CTOSUIM B KOMHATE U HAOM0AQIM 32 €€ pabOTON HE BMEIIIMBASICh.

— He croliTe kak UcTyKaHbl, cOeraiite 3a Tpsnkamu! M cMmounTe ux X010 1HON BOJIOH !

I'me HaxoguMCh TPAINKH, BEIUMKAH, KOHEYHO, HE 3HAJ, MMO3TOMY IPOCTO IIOLIEN BCIEX 3a
['peropom. XosnoaHbie TPSIMKH, KOTOpble OHU TpuHechau, Hopa nonoxuna Muu Ha 106. 3arem oHa
MOJIHOCTBIO OOHAXKUJIA €€ TOPC U clieana NepeBsI3Ky.

— KpoBu He Tak yxx MHOro. 310 Xopoio. HaBepHoe, HU4ero BaxxHOro BHYTPHU HE 33JI€TO.

— Yrto ¢ Hel mpowusolwio, rocrnoau 0oxe? — mpouszHec I'perop m Opocus Ha BeIUMKaHA
00€CIIOKOEHHBII B3IJISII.

— B Hee BbICTpeNuIu.

— O10 1 y’ke noHsu1! A 0TYEro B HEE BBHICTPEIUIN?

— banuThl, — COBpall BEJIMKaH.

— Teneps AeBOYKE HYKEH MOKOW M1 MUHUMYM JBUXEHUM, — BcTaBuia Hopa u oOparunach
BeNMKkaHny: — OTKy/ia Thl pUIesn?

— 1 n0xo0 3HaK Ha3BaHUS 3ACIHUX MECT, — 3aMsuics OH. — f1...

Bemukan Bapyr 3amomnyan v ycraBwica Ha Hopy I'peropy ero B3misig mokasajicsi OYEHb
CTPaHHBIM — Ka3aJIOCh, 3TUX JIBOMX CBS3BIBAET YTO-TO, O YEM OH HE JOTaJIbIBACTCS.

OrtBena rinaza, Hopa npousnecna:

— Heyxenu 5710 TBI... He MOry moBeputh. 3TO BCE-TaKH THI. ..

BHe3anHo miekyM BenuMKaHa MOKpacHen . OTYEro-to €My CTal0 YXKAacHO CTBIAHO, U OH
OTBEPHYJICS.

— Tl y3HaMa MEHA? — CIPOCHII OH €]1Ba CIIBIIIHO.

— Ha. Y3Hana. f... He gymMana, 4To Thbl CTAHEIIb TAKUM.

— Kakum? Kak Bb1?

— Her. Bepnee, s He 3T0 uMena B BUAY... S caplmana, 4To Tel TBOpUI. Hanesmace, 4To 3¢
KTO-TO JPYroi, HO... Pa3Be y HaC B OKpyre eCTb XOTh KTO-TO MOXOXKHM?

['perop Bisimesncs B JIMLO BHE3AIMHOIO rocTs. Yepes MUT OH B3APOTHY/, OTCTYIHJI HA LIAT W,
YKa3aB Ha HEro MajblieM, BOCKJIMKHYIL:

— Oro!.. O1o Benukan! Tot camblil BeMKaH!

— Ot0 oH, [ perop, — noareepauia Mus.



— Ho kaxk?! Kaxk 161 cTan Takum?!

— 5l He 3Har, — cKa3aj BeJIMKaH YU NOJHSUT B3N Ha [ peropa.

— Twi pectynauk! 910 npectynHuk, Hopa! Mbl He MOkeM emMy MOMOraTh!

— Mps1 noMoraem He eMy, I'perop. A 3Toil J€BOUKE.

— Omna Takas xe! S Bumen JUCTOBKH, U OHA B HUX... MM Hamo youparbcsi OTCrOa ceidac
xel..

— Hert, — o0opBain ero BeivkaH orpyoeBimmM rojocoM. K Tomy MOMEHTY OH YK€ nepecTtal
KPacCHETh U HEOKUJAHHO MTOYYBCTBOBAJ 3JI0CTh. — MHS OCTaHETCS 3/1€Ch.

— Hwudero momo6uoTO!

— 4 ckazan... — 3appl¥aJI BEJIMKAH U CHIEJIAJ LIar BIEPE.

['perop ucnyranHo Bxajucs B cCTeHy, a Hopa npukpsuia pot pyKou.

— S ckazan, Mus octaHeTcs 3/1ech, — MOBTOPHUJI BeJIUKaH. — BrI Oyzere ee neunth. Tak, Kak
Je4un Obl COOCTBEHHYIO J104b. SICHO?

— Bce sAcHO, scHO... — npoMamiini I perop, apoxa oT crpaxa. — TOJIBKO OTOMIM OT MEHS. ..
Benukan paccnabuiics 1 OTCTYIUII.
— TbI cunbHO U3MeHUICA. .. — cKasana Hopa qpoxanmm rosocom.

— Bce n3mMeHnnoce, — npousHec BelnKaH. — s MEHsSI — y»K TOYHO.

— UYTto ¢ T000I1 cTanoch? — crpocuia OHa, MoKayaB TOJOBOM.

— 41 He 3Har0. — UM ¢ Kakou-TO MpayHOU MPOHHUEN, KOTOpyro Hopa HuUKak He oxupana oT
HEro yclblarbk, oH ckazain: — HaepHoe, Beipoc. A xouy nuth. Hanelite MHe uTo-HMOYnb. UTO-
HUOYb Xoportree. To, 9To caMu OOBIYHO IHETE.

Uepe3 1eCATOK MUHYT OH CHJICJI HA KyXHE 3a TOJICTBIM KOPHUYHEBBIM CTOJIOM W Pa3IisIbIBall
OOJIBIIYIO IEPEBSHHYIO KPY)KKY C MYTHOM KUJKOCTBIO BHYTPH, OT KOTOPOH Iien nap. Yal BeaukaH
paHbIlle HUKOTJa HE MpOoOOBaji, OJHAKO OH IMOKAa3ajCsi €My YIUBUTEIbHO MPECHBIM W BOCTOPTra
coBceM He BbI3Ball. HekoTopoe BpeMsi OH 00BOIUIT KYXHIO B3IVISIZIOM, pacCMaTpUBal MOJIKH, CTEHBI,
OOJIBIIYIO TI€Ub, PA3TUYHBIC AINMKUA, B KOTOPBIX JIEkKATH TKAHU WM TOCYIA, a MOTOM OTYETO-TO
3aMKHYJICA U YCTaBUJICS B CTOJL

Tak ¥ He HONMB, BEIWMKAH NOAHsIICA U nomomen K Hope m I'peropy, KoTopele CTOsUIM B
JIBEPHOM MpoeMe U OECTIOKOMHO MEPETIISIBIBATIUCH.

— Ckaxu mHe, Hopa: Mus nonpaBurcs? — cpoCui OH.

— JoikHa. Ho cetuac el Hy»KeH OTIbIX. MHOTO OT/bIXa.

— Cnaenait Bce, 4TO MOXeEIb, YTOOBI €1 CTaJo JIydille, — BeJiesl OH. — S 3Har0, 4YTO MHE 3/1ECE
HE pajibl, U HE COOMPAIOCh OCTABAThCS C BAMH BCE BpeMsi, TIOKa OHAa mompasisieTcs. 1 Oymy kaaTh B
Jecy.

Hopa ¢ ['peropom neperasiHyauch U siBHO MOYYBCTBOBAJIA OOJIETYCHUE.

— $ Oyny cienuTh 3a 1OMOM, — J0OABHII BEJIMKaH. — S| He Xouy MPUUYUHSTH BaM Bpel, HO
€CJIA K BaM MPUJET KTO-TO HE3HAKOMBIIL... TOT/IA 51 TOXKE MPULY.

— Huxkto He npuner, — 3aBepuia Hopa mopmacs. — S ocTaBiaro CBOM IUIATOK y OMYIIKH,
korga oHa Oymer B mopsiake. [loeemry Ha aepeBo. Torma Twl 3abepens ee. Ho 1o tex mop He
MIPUXON.

— XOopol10, — COIIacuJICS BeJIMKaH. B3/10XHYB, OH momies K BxoaHou aBepu. Hopa nmogonuia
3aKpBITh 32 HUM, OJHAKO MEPEI CaMbIM BBIXOJOM OH OCTaHOBWICA WU ommaHyincs. — Hopa... —
MPOU3HEC OH UyTh CIbIIHO. W 60sbI1Ie HUYero. Belmien u Bo3BpaTUIiCs B Jiec.

B Teuenue Heckonpkux aHed I'perop m Hopa, kak u obemanu, yxaxupaiu 3a Mueit. Korma
OHa BCE K€ MPUIIIAa B CO3HAHUE, OHU HAIIOWJIM €€ BOJOM U HAKOPMMUJIM JKUJIKOW Kalllel Ha MOJIOKE.



HaeBumch, oHa MEPBBIM JAEJIOM CIPOCHUIIA:

— Arrne...

— JKner, — orBermiia Hopa, naxke He naB ed AOroBOpUTh. — Kak TOJIBKO ThI CMOXEIlb
XOJIUTh, OH 3a0epeT Tebs. Bbl yiineTe Tak Aaneko, Kak TOJIbKO MoxeTe. XOopoio?

— Kak Bac 30ByT?

— Hopa.

— Bru1 Bugenncey ¢ HuM?

— Bunenaces. 1 MHe XBaTUIIO.

HekoTopoe Bpemsi 0Ha MPOCTO CHJIEINIA PSJIOM, IOTOM BAPYT CIIPOCHIIA:

— Ckaxu... Korma Bbl BCTpETHUIINCH, OH YK€ ObUT TaKUM?

— Kakum — Takum? S He NOHMMar, 0 4eM Bbl ToBOopUTe, — coBpasia Musa. Ha Bce
JalbHEWIIME PacCOpoOChl O BEIMKAHE OHA TOJIBKO IMOKMMaJla IUIEYaMU, U B 3TU MOMEHTBHI €U
OTYET0-TO CTAHOBUJIOCH HEJIOBKO.

Mwuu cpasy cTayno sICHO, 4YTO 3TO Ta camass Hopa, 0 KOTOpor BEJIMKaH CTOJIbKO PACCKa3bIBaJl.
OHa Bcerma ciyiajga UCTOPUU O HEW BIOJIYXa, HO JIa)K€ TaK MOHMMaJia, KAk MHOTO OHAa 3HAa4YuWja
JUIsl BeJIMKaHa paHble. A TyT OoKazanoch, yTo cama Hopa coBceM He xoueT ero BuaeTh. OHa pOBHO
TaK ¥ cKazajia. «J{omkHO OBITh, 3TO HEMPHUATHO» — IMOAYyMaaoch MuM, B €il BAPYT CTAJIO yXKACHO
’aJlb BEJIMKAHA U HECKAa3aHHO MPOTUBHO OTTOr0, KAK OHA C HUM MocTymnajia. Torga oHa ucneltana
OHO CHJIBHOE YYBCTBO, O CYIIECTBOBAaHUM KOTOPOTO YK€ JaBHO 3a0buia, — cThia. Korma Hopa
3aluia B KOMHary M yBUJENA, 4TO MUs JIEKUT BCS PACKpPACHEBIIASCSA, OHA MOAYMaJia, YTO y HEE
CHOBa Hawajach rops;uka. Ha Bompoc o Tom, kak oHa, Mus numb mpodbopMoTasia, 4yTO BCe
HOPMAaJIbHO, ITOCJIE YETO 3aKphUIa JIUIIO OJICSJIOM U OTBEPHYJIACh K CTEHE.

Uepes /1Ba JHS BEIUMKAH 3aMETHUJI Ha JIEPEBE y OMYIIKKW OOPJOBBIM IJIATOK U BO3BPATHIICS K
nomy. Must yxe Moria CTOSITh Ha HOTaX, XOoTh U ¢ TpyaoMm. Hopa BeillycTHIIa €€, KOPOTKO B3IVISIHY/IA
Ha BeJIMKaHa U 3aXJIONHYNA ABEPb.

— To1 u3menuncsa, — ckazaia Mus, yBuieB BeJIMKaHa, U YIbIOHYIIACh.

Benukan Tenepb OblT BOBCE HE BEIMKaH — MEHbBIIE, Y€M JIBa C TTOJIOBUHOW METpa pOCTOM, OH
MOXO/IUJI Ha OOBIYHOTO YeJIOBeKa OoJibllie, YeM Ha TOro, keM OblT panbine. Cama Mus 10 cux nop
ObL1a OJ1eHOM, HECKOJIBKO 3aTOPMOYKEHHON U TOBOPHUJIA THXO, CIIOBHO M3 moyyapeMbl. Ho momumo
ATOTr0 B HEH OBLIO UTO-TO €Ie, Yero He ObUIO paHbIle. « YIbIOKa» — 3aMeTHII PO ceOs BEeJIUKaH.
[TonoOHoM ynbIOKM 3a Mueil OH He MOMHWJI: OHA HE ObLIa €XWJIHOW WJIM HACMENUIMBOW — OHa
ObLIa UCKPEHHSIS U paJiocTHas. [ Jisi/isi Ha Hee, BEJIMKaH caM 3ayJbI0ascs.

— OJ10 Benpb ObUIa OHa, 1a? — crpocuiia Musi. — Ta Hopa, o koTopo#t Tbl TOBOpUI?

— Ja. Omna.

— Omna He xoTena o Tebe roBOpUTH, MpecTapngenn? He mymaro, 4To Thl CMOXEIIb KUTH C
HEHW psiaoM, Masbii.

Benukan npomomyan. He st Toro, 4ToObI CKPBITh AMOIMU; TIPOCTO OH, KaK ObI 3TO HU OBLIO
VAUBUTEJIBHO, HUYEro HE YYBCTBOBAJ IO 3TOMY IOBOAY. YBUJZIEB, 4TO Mus ejne HAET, OH
MPEJIOKUI €l 3a0paThCsa K HEMY Ha CIIMHY, M OHA 3TO MPEIJI0KEHUE TTPUHSLIIA.

— Tosbko HE TpACH MEHS, a TO paHa elle He 3aKua.

— Kak He 3axxuiia? — nopasuJscs BeJIMKaH U Opocui HeoOphIil B3risia Ha oM Hopsl

— Ycnokoiics. OHu caenanu Bce, uto Momid. Jta Hopa — yMmenast )keHIMHa, HO BCe-TaKu HE
Bpau. Hy, Huuero. [lonpasntock. A Thl O-MIPEKHEMY CUJIEH, a!

Benukan cHoBa mpomoiiyai M HECHelmHo moOpen Boepea. Musi u3-3a €ro OTCTPaHEHHOCTH
BJIPYT' IOYYBCTBOBAJIa HEJIOBKOCTb.



— Bce HopmanbHO?

— Ha, Mus. 4 pan, 4TO THI B IOPSIIKE.

— 3Haenib, s TOXKE paja, — XMbIKHYTa oHa. — A korma Thl... Hy, xorma mbl Opocuiu
Kapery... Torma s aymana, 4ro Jy4ylle YK ymMepeTb. TONbKO BOT ... S, Kaxercs, BUIEIa KOHELl.
Ot10 ObWIO... cTpaummHo. Jlanno. He oOpaiaii BHuMaHus. MHe pOCTO HYKHO ObUIO BBHITOBOPUTHCS
XOTb Mepe KEM-TO, HOMUMO JIBYX 3aHYJIHBIX CTAPUKOB, KOTOPHIE K TOMY K€ MEHS 00STCSI.

— 4 cnymaro, Mus.

— Yto MBI Tenepb OyneM nenarb? Mbl HE MOXXEM TpaOuTh JoJel, Kak paHbiie. Thl BeIb
TeNepb TAKOM MAJICHbKUU. . .

— S Ob1 HE X0Ten O0JBIIe 3TUM 3aHUMAThLC, Mus. Sl HeMHOTO ycTan.

— IlonsTHo. 4, B 00mmeM-To, Toke. HaBepHoOe, CTOUT 3aKaHUYMBATh.

Benukan Hemano ynuBuiics ee cioBaMm. OHa He cTalla CIIOPUTh, HE MOIMbITaNach NepeyoeIuTh
ero. HamporuB, OoHa comiacWjiach M Jak€ HE BCIIOMHMJIA MPO BCE T€ JEHBIW, KOTOPHIE OHU
OCTAaBUJIM BMECTE C KapE€TOM B JIECY.

— Kak xe kapera? — cnopocuil OH, HE BEpsl CBOMM yllaM. — ThI BCE €lIe XOYellb 3a HEM
BEPHYTHCA?

— 3a kaperoil?.. — Mus B3J0XHYIa, M B OTOM B3J0X€ BEJIHUKAH YCIbIIAI KaIlto
coxxanenusi. — Het. S Tonpko uTo m3bexama cmepTH, H... TaMm, KOHEYHO, OBLJIO MHOTO JICHET.

Ouyenpb MHOTO... UTO, ecimu OXOTHHKH OYyIyT MOMKUAATH HAC y KapeThl? PasBe ThI Teneps CMOXKEIb
oT HuX otouthcs? Jla u He axt, yTo OHa Bee eiie Tam. HeT, He CTOUT Tyaa UATH.

— Torna uto Oynem aenats?

— He 3Haro.

— Mosxer, yitnem u3 KoposnescTsa, v Thl Halienb cede HOBbIM JoM? Kak u codupaacsk.

— A Te1? THI Beap IOYTH JOOMJICS TOTO, YEro XOoTed. MOKHO CKaszaTb, THI OOBIYHBIN
YEJIOBEK. .. MMPOCTO MEPEEII KAl B ICTCTBE.

— Ara, — cka3zax BenukaH 0e3 oco0oit pagoctu. — He 3Hato, uTo 1.

— Hy, TbI MOXKeb NOCETUTHCS PSAOM CO MHOU. byeM ryisiteb, roBOpuTs. .. JlagHo, nporyinku
s 0co00 He nro6mo. Ho moroBoputk MoxHo. Jla yx, s Tede He aTa Hopa, Ho... — Ona 3amonuana u
3aroBOpuUJIa JIMIIL CycTs MUHYTY. — Cryiaii, ... B o0meM... Sl Obl HEe BbDKMIIA, €CJIU ObI HE THI.
S xouy cka3zath... — OHa 3anHynack Ha nojycyioBe. — ... Kxm... [la. S Obl He BbIKUIIA.

— Tenepsp Bce xopoio, Musi, — cka3an BenukaH. — Tbl )xuBa. Y Mbl, JOIKHO OBITh, COBCEM
01m3Ko K rpaHuile. Tak Beap?

— He 3Haro. S nmoka He moHsna, rae Mbl. HO Bpsig M THI yIIEN CHWILKOM YK HaJ€Ko.
Cnymmai... A 4TO cTajao ¢ TeMU OXOTHUKaMU?

— 1 110X0 MOMHIO, — COBpaJ BEJIUKAH. — Sl KUHYJICS HA HUX U... S TIOXO MOMHIO.

— He nepexusaii. Tol mpocTO 3amminan MeHs, BOT U BCE.

OTHM CBOMM CJIOBaM OHA MOYEMY-TO CHJILHO yAMBHJAcCh. PacTaruBas WX mo cjioram, oHa B
roJIOBE CHOBA MOBTOPUJIA CKA3aHHOE U MOCMOTpPEJIa Ha CBOEr0 CITyTHHKA KaK-TO ITO-HOBOMY.

— JlamHo, — cka3ana oHa uepe3 napy MuHyt. — Maem u3 CeBepHoro Koponesctsa. He 3Hak
KyJa, HO HAEM.



I'n1aBa nBenaanaras: I'oj1oBa BeJinkaHa

OHM UM TIPSAMO MO TPAKTY, HU OT KOO HE CKpbIBasichb. K TOMy MOMEHTY OHM YK€ yCHENIu
IIPOUTH MHUMO TPEX TOPOIOB, U HUKTO MX HE Y3HABAJ, XOTs IYTHUKOB IO JOPOTe IONAaIaJIOCh
Hemauo. Benukany ObIIO Tak CTPAHHO, YTO OH MOKET BOT TaK MPOCTO UATH MO JIFOAHBIM MecTaM, U
HUKTO €r0 He OOUTCSI, HUKTO OT Hero He yoeraeT. KoHeuHoO, OH Bce ellie ObLT HEBEPOSITHO BBICOK, U
JIFOJIA KOCWJIMCh Ha HETO, HO CKOPEE C YAUBICHUEM, HEKEIU CO CTpAaxoM. TeM He MEHEE Ha JIIOoJIeH
OH CMOTpEN Majo — 3aJ€PKUBAJ B3IVl HA UX JINIAX HA CEKYH/ly WM Ha JBE U MEpeMeIlal €ro
oOpartHo K gopore. MHorma emy Kas3ajaoch, YTO Ha HEro cMOTpsAT HenoOpo. Torna o xmypuiics u
HaInpATajics, TOTOBICh Jarh OTIOP, €ciau OyIeT HYXHO, — HO TO OblIa BCETO JIMIIb UTpa €ro
COOCTBEHHBIX MPAYHbIX (haHTa3Mil, 1 HUKTO Ha HUX, KOHEYHO, HE Hamajall.

Mus niponmoikana Jexarb y BellMKaHa Ha cnuHe. OHa MHOrO Cliajia U WHOIIA MPOTSIKHO
CTOHajla — paHa Bce Oosnena. IIpockinasch, oHa Mpocuia BeIUWKaHa OMYCTUTh €€ Ha 3eMIII0 U
pa3MuHaja 3aTeKIlMe HOTU, TOCJE Yero 3amphiruBajia oOpaTHO, U OHHM Mpoaokaiu nyrb. Korga
MHMO TPOE3KAIHN IKUMAXKUA WA MPOXOIUIN XOPOIIO OJIEThIE JIFOAU, B Muu yxe 3aropajics ObUIoM
nbul. OHa U HE ymMaja O TOM, YTOObI MOMBITATHCS KOrO-TO orpaduth. KoHeuHo, oTyacT 310 OBLIO
M3-3a TOTO, YTO BEJMKAH YK€ HE B COCTOSIHUU CIPABUTHCS C MOJOOHBIM JIEJIOM, HO HE TOJBKO M3-3a
ATOTO: B MHU MOSBUIIOCH KaKOE-TO OIIYIIEHNWE, KOTOPOe OHA caMma C TPYIOM MOoHUMasia — OyaTo
OBl €1 CTajo CIoKoiTHEee.

Korma onu mnpoxomuin MuMO HeOONBINIOW AepeBylKH, Mwus 3amerwsia, Kak JETH, 4YTO
UTPaJUCh Yy CaMOW JOpPOTH, C YIMBIEHHUEM IIOKa3blBaIM HA BEIMKAHA NaJbLlEM M YTO-TO
BOCKJIUAIIAJIH.

— Tebs onu He OecsaT? — cnpocusa OHa BeJIMKaHa.

— Uto? — cHauanma He TMOHSUI OH, HO, OPOCUB B3IJSJl HA JE€TE, OCO3HaJI, O YeM OHa
roBopur. — Hert, MHE Bce paBHO.

— B mro0om citydae eme HEMHOTO, U ThI OyJIelb COBCEM OOBIYHOTO pa3mepa. Torga HUKTO
y’K€ HE CTaHeT ThIKaTh B Te0s majbiieM! TOIBKO BOT s HE 3HAIO, UTO €I HY)KHO CJeNaTh, YTOObI Th
CTaJI €Illc MEHBIIE. ..

— 3a0yab, Must, — ckasai OH.

— M? B cMmbiciie — «3a0yp»?

— Sl y)xe He xouy HUYero JieJlaTh, 4YTOObI CTAaHOBUTHCS MeHbIe. KaxeTcs, s 00Jblie He X0uy
OBITH YEJIOBEKOM.

— Yt0? — yauBunack Musi. — Ho 310 Benb TBOsI MeuTal..

— Ve HeT. Tol Obuta paBa, KOTJja TOBOPHIIA, YTO HE TaK YK U XOPOIIO OBITH YEJTOBEKOM.

— Ilomoxau... — cmyrtunacb Musi. — W TbI TOJIBKO ceiyac pemm MeHst nociymars? Korga
Tak OJIU30K?..

— 4 TonpKO ceryac 10 KOHIIA 3TO MOHSLIL.

OHu 3aMoJlYaJIM M TPONOKWIM UATH Breped. OmHako Mwuu nocie 3TOro pasroBopa
cenanoch Kak-To He 1o cede. HeoxkuaHHO K HEH BEPHYIIOCh UYBCTBO CThIJIa, U OHA MOKpacHea,
CIEaBIIMCh TTOX0KEN Ha TPOBUHUBIIIETOCS PEOCHKA.

— A Hy-Ka NMojoXJu, — CKa3aJia OHA 4e€pe3 MHUHYT JECITh, KOTA OHU YUUIA OT JEPEBHU U
MNPOXOAWJIIM MHUMO OOJIBIIIOTO MOJISl, YCEIHHOTO SPKUMHU KpPACHO-KEIATHIMU [BETaMH. —
OCTaHOBUCE.

Benukan octaHoBuiIcs. Mus crios3ia Ha 36MJIIO U BCTaJIa IPSAMO MEepe]l HUM.



— Cnymaii, — B3goxHyna oHa. — S xoduy Tebe koe B uyeM mpu3Harbes. Korma MbI
BCTPETUIINCH, U S TTOOOEIIANIa cenaTh TeOs YeaoBeKoM. .. S coBpasa Toraa. 1 u He 3HaNa, YTO ThHI
Oyneus ymeHbiarscs. [Ipocto ucnons3oBana Tebds, yToObl 3apadoTarh JCHET, U... B oliem, BOT
TaK.

Benukan HEKOTOpOE BpeMs MPOCTO CMOTPEN Ha HEE, TOTOM CKa3aJl:

— 4 yxe noragancs, Musi.

— Yr1o? Ho moyeMy Thl HUYETO HE TOBOPHUI MHE?

— A o yeMm TyT roBoputh? OOelaHne Thl BEJb BCE PABHO BBINOJIHUIIA.

— Ho s Bpana tebe cronmbko Bpemenu! TeOs uto, 310 HEe 3nuT? Ecnu Thl BCce MOHSII, TO
MOYEMY MPOJIOJHKaI HOMOraTh MHE?

— TwI He 3HANA, KaK CHAENaTh MEHS YEJIOBEKOM, HO Y T€0sl BCE paBHO MOJIYYUIIOCH. TOJBKO 4,
Mus, nepecTan 3Toro xoteThb. M g He 3HaI0, 4TO MHE BOOOIIIE Teneph xouercs. Kpome Toro, yToOb!
y Te0s1 Bce ObU10 B nopsiake. Eciau Obl 1 HEe ocTaBui kapery... Ho g He Mor ee He ocTaBUTh, Musl.

— Jla 3a0yap ThI PO KapeTy! — pa3apa’ke€HHO BOCKJIMKHYIIA OHAa. — ThI, MO-MOEMY, JI0 CUX
MOp HU4YETro He moHumaemn. Chymait... Mbl Benb HE Apy3bs. Y Apy3ed BCE MO-APYrOMY: OHM
MOJJICPAKUBAIOT APYT JPYra, a He UCIOJB3YIOT. A 51 T€Osl UCIOIb30Baia, TOTOMY YTO Thl OOJIBIION U
CUJIbHBIN. A eme HauBHBIA. TeOst ObUTO JIerkKo HaaypuTh. CIIBIIMIIL?

— Mus, s ipaBaa He MOHUMAKO... Thl BCE pABHO MHOTOMY MEHs Hayuyuiia. Jlaxe eciu Toro He
X0Tena.

— UeMy 3710 51 TeOst Hayuuna? — puIpKkHYyNIa oHa. — Tomy, 4TO BCe JIt0AU — A€PbMO?

— Tomy, 4TO B JIFOJX HET HUUETO TAKOTO, YTOOBI XOTETh CTaTh YEJIOBEKOM.

— A B0 Hopa? Ecnu Obl ThI MOT KUTb C HEW PSAJIOM, Thl ObI XOTEJ CTaTh YEJIOBEKOM ?

— Ona He MOs1, — MOMOPIMJICS BeMKaH. — HeT, y)ke He XOTe Obl.

— Ilouemy? OHa Beab caMblid 1OOpPBIA YETOBEK, KOTOPOTO ThI BHJAEN, — Thl caM 00 3TOM
ropopuJi!

— MosxkeT, u 106psbIit. Jlo mopsr 10 BpemeHu. Co BCeMHU Tak.

— DTO0 U3-3a MEHS Thl TAK TOBOPHIIIb?

— S n cam Buzen MmHoro drozei. [Ipocto paHblile s gymain MEHBIIE.

— Ho 1B ke Bugen He Bcex! MoxkeT, OOJBIIMHCTBY HEJIb3sS BEPUTh, a MPOCTO XOPOIIUX
JIFOJIEH, KOTOPBIE HU Pa3y B )KM3HU HE NMOMBIIUISUIM HU O KaKOM 3JI€, U BOBCE HE CyiecTByeT... Ho
BE/Ib BCE-TAKU €CTh TAKUE, KOMY MOXHO JIOBEpUTHCS. S BCIO KM3Hb HE MOIIIA HUKOMY MOBEPHUTb,
u... Eciu Tl cTan Takum, Kakas s, TO IOYEMY ocTaelbcsi co MHOU? S uro, nodpas? Ilouemy co
MHOM ThI BO3HUIIIbCSI CTOJIBKO BPEMEHU ?

— S ne 3naro. [loTomMy 4TO MHE XOU€TCSI MTOMOYB TeOE.

— C gero tebe momorarb MHe? Pa3Be s caenana ayis Tedst uTo-To Xopoiee? Takoe, YTOOBI 5
camMa OT ATOT0 HUYEro He moiyyusia. BcmoMuu xots Obl pas, Hy!

BenukaH B3IOXHYI U OXKaJ IJIEYaMH.

— Torma nouemy?!

— IIpocTo ThI KaXkeUbCsi MHE. .. 0€33aIMTHOM.

Mus paccmesiach, HO TYT € CKPUBUIIACH OT OOJIH.

— 9710 TBI Oe33aumTHE! U g >TOM 0€33alMTHOCTHIO BOCHOJIB30Bajach. S BEah Ha TBOUX
r1a3ax yowia desioBeKa, TOMHUINB? YOuia denoBeka, Manpim! [la maxke 310 uMms, KoTopoe s Tede
nana! «Mamsi...» 3To Beas MpocTo u3aeBatebcTBo! M Tebs 3To yecTpanbaeT?

— W yero Tb1 xouenb? YToObI g cka3ai, 4To Thl HEXOpoIasi?

— YToOBI THI TOHSUI, YTO s roBopwiia HempaBay! UToObl mOHsI, YTO s ommobanach Hacuel



monen!

— A TBI IyMaelb, 4TO OIMobaIach?

Omna pa3Bena pykaMi.

— He 3nato a! A npocto roopuia, BoT u Bce. S Obi1a 31a. M xorena, 4ToObl Thl MHE TTOMOT.
Jla s maxke He BepuJia B TO, 4YTO TOBOpuUJIa!

— He Bepuna?..

— Her, koneuno! IloiiMu Thl HaKOHEIl: 1 HUKOIJIa U HU BO 4TO He Bepuia. Hu B 100po u 370,
HU B TO, YTO UX HET, HU B OOra, HU B TO, YTO €r0 HET, HU B XOPOIIMX UJIU IJIOXUX Jtojaeil... Hu Bo
4TO!

B Tor MoMeHT Mus moHsa, 4TO BBIXOAUT U3 ce0s, HO TONENarh C ATUM YK€ HHUYETOo He
MOTJIA.

— Jla, s mocnenHsas mpa3b! — ropsiuo ckaszana oHa. — M 3Haenp, 4To s UCHBITHIBAIO MO 3TOMY
noBony? Hudero! [ToroMy 4To 51 mpuBkIKIa ObITh Takou. [IpUBBIKIIA, YTO HUKOMY HEIB3S JOBEPSTH;
MPUBBIKJIA, YTO BCEM HalO Bparb. He ymero s mo-apyromy. A TO, YTO Thl ITOBEPUI MHE — TBOS
npoOnema!

Ona TspKeNo 3aJblllialia, MOMOPIIMIACh OT OOJIM U CXBAaTUIACh 3a KUBOT.

— Mus, ycrokoiicsi, — NpUOIU3WICS K HEW BEIMKaH. — JTO HUKakas He mpobiema. S He
3HAl0, YTO THI TaM cebe mpuyMaa, Ho. ..

OHa BBIKpHUKHYIA YTO-TO HEWICHOpAa3JAeNbHOE, KOTJa OH IMONOIIEN CIUIIKOM OJU3KO, U
OTCTYIIWJIa Ha3a/l.

— Oroiiu, ropopro! S tak Oonbie He Mory! S X0uy, YTOOBI MBI Pa30IUIUCH.

— Ilouemy? — He MOHUMAJI BEJIMKAH.

— Tw1 uto, Tynoit?! — 3akpuyana Musi. — IloTomy 4ro... mOTOMYy 4TO Thl — 00y3a! 13-32
T€Os sl HE MOTY CYHYThCSI HU B OJIUH TOPOJI, 32 MHOM OXOTSATCS, S TaXKe MOTEPsyIa JEHbIU. ..

— Tsl1 Bpenb, Must, — nmokayaji OH TOJIOBOM.

— Her!.. — Tyt ee ronoc HagopBascs, ctai Tuie: — Ham Hago pazotuck. Hano!..

— Ho TbI BeZib HE TTONpaBUIIaCh 10 KOHIIA, — CKa3aJl BeJukaH. — Kyna Tel oiaenis oaHa?

— Kyna yrogno. Tyna! — yka3zana oHa BnpaBo. — A Tbl U B APYTYIO CTOPOHY.

— Must! — TOBBICHJI TOH BEJIUKaH, 1 MUs U3-3a 3TOr0 BHE3AITHO UCIHBITAIA O0JErYeHue. —
Yro ThI Takoe nenaeun?! A He nonumaro! [louemy MbI 1OJKHBI pa30UTUCH?

— Iotomy yTo!

— Her, o1 MHE OTBeTH! — TIpOM3HEC OH, B3MaxHyB pykamu. — [louemy?!

Heoxunnanao Mus 0TBEpHYJIACH, OITYCTHJIA TOJIOBY U CTAJIa TOBOPUTA:

— Bece, 4T0 s ucnbITBIBaNA 32 CBOIO KM3Hb, — ATO 00M1a U 3710CTh. Sl Jenana y:xacHbIe BEIH,
NbITAJaCh OTOMCTUTH BCEMY MHpY, IOTOMY YTO HEHaBujena Bce BOKpyr! W ecnu Obl s B oguH
MOMEHT CTaJla TaKoi, KakuM ObLT Thl, KJIIIHYCh, 1 Obl yHUUTOXUJIa Bce KoponeBcTBo!.. A Teneps...
S Temnephb 37IOCHh Ha caMy ceOsl, TOTOMY YTO s Takas Aypa... — TOH €e rojioca MOBBICUJICS, OHA
CTaJIa TOBOPUTH C MPHUJIBIXAaHUEM, YACTO BCXJIMIbIBAs. — S BCTpETUIIa € AMHCTBEHHOTO MPUJIMYHOTO
4yesnoBeka W... Sl mpeBparuia €ro B Takoro, kakas s cama. [lommmaens?.. S 3aciayxuBaro TOro,
yTOOBI 3a MHOU oxoTmiauchk. Ho He TBL. Benps 310 s Bo BceM BuHOBara! 11 s 00rOCH, YTO ThI, €CJIH
Oyaenb 1 Jajbllie XOAUTh CO MHOM, CJeNaenibes eie Xyxe! A s He xo4uy, YTOObI 3TO CIYYHUIIOCH...
Msae 3Toro He Hajo... [ToaTomy 5 X0uy, YTOOBI MBI PA30ILIHCE. ..

— S nonumaro. [la, moHMMar, — cKaszaJi BeJMKaH M BAPYr nobOaswi: — Ho MHe-TO d9TC
nenarb? Yto mHe aenarb, Mus? 3Haelb, y MEHs Bellb OOJbIIE HUYErOo HE OCTANOCh. TOJIBKO
MpUBBIYKA XOIUTh 3a TOoOOM. WM Temephb, Korja Thl MpHU3HATIACh, YTO TeOE HE HYXKEH OOJBINON U



CTpallHbI BEJIMKAaH, KOTOPBIA XOAUT 3a TOOOH IO MSITaM M JAENAET, YTO Te€OE HYKHO, Thl XOUEIllb,
yT0OBI MBI paccTanuch?! M komy oT storo Oymer nyume?! TebGe, MOTOMY YTO Thl CUMTACIIh, YTO
MOPTHIIL MEHSI, U OT 3TOTO TeOe HEeMPUITHO?!

Mus pa3BepHyiach, HOCMOTPENA HA HETO MOKPACHEBIIMMU I1a3aMU U BBIKPUKHYJIA:

— Jla!

['me-To mMONMMUHYTHI BEIMKAH CTOSJI U BHUMATEIBHO CMOTpEI Ha MU0, HUYEro He TOBOPS.
Kazanock, OH HIIET B €€ I1a3ax 4To-TO, YTO MOJICKa3aao Obl €My, Kak MOCTynuTh. Ho HaliTu OH Tak
HHUYETrO U HE CMOT.

— Bce-taku ThI Obuta TIpaBa TOTAA. ThI TOBOpHIA, YTO JMa)K€ €CIU MBI YTO-TO JIE€JaeM JyIsl
JPYTUX, 3TO Bce paBHO I ceOsi. Tol Oblta mpaBa. — [lepea Tem Kak MpoOmOJKUTE, OH 3aMoJTdal Ha
HECKOJIbKO CEKYHJ, U B 3TO BpeMs ObLIO CIBIIIHO JHIIL IIIyM BETpPa U IIEJIECT BHICOKON TpaBbl. —
Trl mpaBaa xouelb pa3ouTUCh, Must?

Omna 3akuBaiia, Xkaao0HO T/ Ha HETO.

— DTO nepBbIM pa3, KOrAa s TOBOPIO TONBKO npaBay. [Ipoctu Mens... [Ipoctu, moxanyicra. ..
Ho tax Oyner nydme. S yBepeHa, uTo Tak Oyner Jydme... — OHa caenaia napy maroB B CTOPOHY,
HO BCE K€ 00EpHYIIACh, MPEXIEe YEM YUTH OKOHUYATENbHO. — Thl HE UM 32 MHOM, JagHo? U... He
CKUTaMCs 1o 3JACIHUM JiecaM. BbiOupaiics oTcroa.

Mus nouwma Broepen no gopore. OTToro, 4to OHa OTBBIKJIA XOAUTHh CAMOCTOSITEIBHO, €€
MOXOAKA BBINISIZAETIA HEJIOBKOW M IIATKOM. IlpW KaXaoM miare el Ka3ajaoch, 4TO CTOIA BOT-BOT
nojBepHETCs, U OoHa ymajeT. K Tomy ke paHa mpu KaxKOM JBH)KEHUU OoJiesla BCE CHUIIbHEE.
OnHako MoCTeNneHHO 00Jib MPUTYIUIIACh, & HOTU €€ MPUBBIKIN, U UATU cTano Jyerde. Illna oHa,
npuiaras Bce yCWiIMs, 4ToObl He 00epHyThcs. Kakoe-To BpeMs €il uyguioch, YTO ceildac Ha ee
IUICYO YIMAAET TSKENAask pyKa, MOAXBATUT €€ U MOJIOKUT HAa NIMPOKYIO cruHY. C KaKOM-TO CTOPOHBI
OHA JAaXXE€ HTOTO XOTEJIA: HAJEIach, YTO BEJIMKAH €€ HE MOCIyIIal U oTIpaBuiics 3a Hel. Ho Her,
OH Bce cTosuT mo3aau. M Must mpogomxnia UATH OJTHA.

Benukan Habmronan 3a Tem, kak Must yxoaut. OH ObUT B 3aMeNIaTENbCTBE: EMY XOTEJIOCh TO JIK
JOTHaTh U TepeyOoenuTh ee, TO JIM HUKOrJa Oojblle ee He BUIEeTh. Korma oHa yiuia najneko u
MPEBPATUIIACh B MAJIEHBKYIO, €/1Ba PA3JINYUMYIO TOUKY, 3JIOCTh B HEM HMCYE3JIa, a BOT YYBCTBO, YTO
OH OKOHYATEJIbHO MOKUHYT U OAMHOK, OCTAJIOCh. M BCe-Taku OH HE penmJics uATu 3a Heh. OH
CBEpHY/I Ha TOJSHY, C HEE B JIEC M CTall OECIIeIbHO, HO MPUBBIYHO METJIATH MEX JepeBbeB. X
KPOHBI, O KOTOPBIX OH PaHbIIE MOT C JETKOCThIO JOTSHYTHCS PYKOU, TENEPh BBICHJIMCHh HAJ €ro
rojioBoi. JIUCThsI Ha BETBsIX OJieCTENM, CKBO3b HHUX MPOCAUYMBAJICA PO3OBBIM I[BET 3aKaTHOIO
COJHIIA. DTOT CBET HAIIOMHWJI BEJIMKAHY LIBEThI, KOTOPBIC pOCIH B cany y aoma Hopel. Bapyr on
yBUJIeNT BHU3Y, HA OMHOM M3 KYCTOB, Oeible Bacuiibku. Torma, B cagy, OH HE CMOT KakK ClieyeT
pasmIAIeTh UX, TEMeph K€ OHU ObLTU HE CTOJIb MaJICHBKUMHU TMEPEeJl €r0 B30POM, U OH C HHTEPECOM
CTaJ UX paccMmarpuBarb. HacMoTpeBIMCh Ha BaCUJIBLKH, OH 00paTuj BHUMaHHUE Ha JAPYrou I[BETOK,
4TO pOC Hemonajieky — (UOJETOBBIM KOJOKOJBKIUK. ETo OH TOXe Kak cieayeT paccMoTpen. A
KOIJIa Iepe/l HUM BO3HUKJIA OJHA-CAMHCTBEHHAS pO3a, BEJIMKAH HE yAepKaJcs U copBal ee. B Tom
MECTE, IJIe TOJIBKO UYTO POC IIBETOK, TYT € MEePEenoJONIMINCh HaceKoMble. OHU MO0 pa3deTaliucCh,
au0o0 3amoji3aiu moj 3eMit0. BeaukaH yAMBIEHHO HAa HUX YCTAaBWJICA — BEllb pPaHbIlle OH HX
coBceM He 3ameuasl. OCTOpOkKHO, YTOOBI HUKOTO HE Pa3/aBUTh, OH MPOTAHYI Malell U MOJIOKUI
ero Ha 3emuto. [lo manbily TyT ke moOexain MypaBbU, 3aleKoTaB Koxy. [loTom BenmkaH cHOBa
B3MJISIHYJI Ha PO3Y U CJIETKa PaCCTPOUIICS: OHA yXe He Oblla TaK CBEXa, Kak Koraa pocia. Bamoxnys
C J0CaJI0OW, OH TMOJOXKMWJ 3a4axXMid [IBETOK HAa TO MECTO, OTKYla TOT poc panee. [lonHsABUIMCH, OH
BJIPYT YBUJEJ HA AEPEBE KPECT, OTMEUCHHBIN, IO-BUAUMOMY, YEM-TO OCTpbIM. OH HE cpasy npuaa



ATOMY 3HAYEHUS U MOILIEN JANbIIE PAa3IIsAbIBATh [[BETHI.

Tax OH XOmui ¢ AECATOK MUHYT W YBUJEI MHOXKECTBO MaJ€HBbKHX JIFOOOMBITHBIX PACTCHHH,
KOTOpbIe He 3ameuan panbiie. Korga oH ocTaHOBMIICS, YTOOBI pa3misieTh OY€PETHON 1IBETOK, OH
CHOBa YBHUJIEN Ha JIEPEBE BBIPE3aHHBIM KPECT. A Uepe3 HEKOTOpOE BpeMs €lle OAWH. lorma oH
HaXMYypHWJICS, JOLIEN 10 TOrO0 CaMOro MecTa, IJ€ BHJAEN IEPBbI, MPOUIEN Jajblle U 3aMETHJ €IIe
onuH. Cienys 3a OTMETUHAMHM, OH BBIIIE] K TPAKTY — K TOMY CAMOMY MECTY, IJI€ paccTajcs C
Mueit. MoXeT, OH U HE NOHSAJ, YTO 3TU OTMETUHBI OCTABIIsUI CIEAVMBIIAN 34 HUMU OXOTHUK, HO
SABHO ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO HHUYETO XOPOIIEr0 OHU HE CYIAT. «Mush» — mogyman OH W BbIIIEN Ha
TPAKT.

[Tocse Toro kak BeJIMKaH CKPBUICS, aOCOMIOTHO IEJbI U HE TOJIy4rBIIMK U mapanuHsl [leppu
ONpaBUJICS CaMbIM TMEPBBIM M CTaJl IMOAHUMATh PaHEHBIX ToBapuined. OmHAKO BCTarb Ha HOTHU
MONJIM JTAJIEKO HE BCE: MHOTME U3PSAIHO ITOCTpaJaivd, HEKOTOPBIE SBHO CTAldM KaJeKaMU, IATEPO
noruoiu. Cpenu nmoruOnmx OsuU1 cTapbii pBUH, TaBHO MOTEPSBIMNA CHOPOBKY, KoiuH, HeynauHO
NpU3EMJIMBLIIMICS Ha 1e0, @poMm, Med KOTOPOrO BOH3WICS B €ro COOCTBEHHBIM >KMBOT IPHU
CTOJIKHOBEHUM C JiepeBoM, Popu, depem KOTOpOro He BBIICpKANT BEIMKAHBEro yaapa, u Ksap
Knaiin, HeymauHo Oka3aBIIMICS B TOM MECTE, KyJla BEJIMKaH HacTynmmwi. Cpey OCTAIbHBIX LEIbIMU
OCTJINCH JIUIIL YETBEPO — KPENKHil U HeBbICOKUN oxoTHUK bope#t, Ctud, Kennu Knaiin u cam
Ileppu.

— Yomonok! Mep3kast TBaps! — kpuuan Kennu Knaiin, misias Ha TO, 4YTO OCTalOCh OT €ro
Opara. — S npuKOHYY ATy TBaphb!

Bce, kTO moOmHSICA Ha HOTH, AEPKAIUCh OT HEr0 B CTOPOHE, MOPEAINOUTS [aTh €My
BO3MOKHOCTh CaMOCTOATEIBHO CIPAaBUTHCSA C MOTeper. Kaszamoch, OH MOCTENEHHO YCIOKOUJICS,
ofHaKo, korjga KeHHu mojoiesn K OXOTHUKAM, OH BAPYr HaOpocwuiics Ha Ileppu, moBanua ero Ha
3eMJII0 U XOTEI U30UTh, HO €r0 BOBPEMSI OTTAILMIIU.

— Toil.. — kpuxnyn oH Ileppu. — Tbl CTOsIT MU HHU 4Yepra HE Aenan, noka MBap xKu3Hb
otnasai!

— Ilpekparu, — cTporo ckazan nopoieanmii kK Hemy Crtud. — TBo# Opar 3Hal, Ha YTO IIe.
Ms1 Bce 3Hanu. M Hedero Koro-To oOBUHSTH B €r0 CMEPTH.

OxoTHuKHU oTnycTUiIU KeHHH, U OH, CIUTIOHYB Ha 3€MJIIO, IPOU3HEC:

— Kak ckaxeun, Ctud. Tonbko B cieayrommii pa3 nougoupail B oTpsii T€X, KTO HE JIIOOUT B
LITAHBI MOYUTHCS.

bpocuB 3100ubii B3mIsin Ha Ileppu, Kennu cHoBa ortomen k Teny Opara. Ctud ckazan
noaussiemycs [eppu:

— He 3mucek Ha Hero. EMy Henerko. Jaro 30510TOM, OH OBl TIPEAIIOYE IIOMEHITHCSA ¢ OparoM
MECTAMHU.

— 5 ue 3moch, Ctud, — nokayan roynoBoit Ileppu: on-to 3Han, yto y Kennu, na u y Bcero
oTpsiia, ObUTM BECKHE NMPUUYUHBI CPHIBATHCS HA HEro, Bellb OH HE MPEIyNnpeaws 0 ToM, uto Mus
JIEXKUT Ha JEPEBE.

— Oto0 xopomo. Trl I0BKO npuyman Opocars Bel B peky. CMOXKelllb MPOCIeIUTh 32 HUMU
CHOBa?

— Ctud, oroitnem B cropony? — nompocui [leppu. — HyxHO KO€ 0 4eM MOTOBOPUTE.

Crud KuBHYI, 1 OHH BMECTE OTOILIA OT OXOTHUKOB.

— DTOT BEJIMKAaH COBCEM HE TAKOW 3BE€Pb, 0 KOTOPOM ThI TOBOPHJI.

— Yt0? — ynuBuiics ero cioaMm Ctud. — Tl 4TO, MpaBaa npocnai TOT MOMEHT, KOT/ia MbI
Hananu? Bugen, 4To oH cOTBOpHII?



— OH pa3o3nwics, YTO MBI MOACTpenuiIn ero neBky. OH ymeeT roBoputh, Ctud. Ymeer
nymats! Ml He mait 3Toi IeBYOHKE YOUTh MEHS. A OHA Bellb XOTEa.

— W uyT0? YTo ¢ Toro? Moxert, OH yMHEE 3BEphs, JagHo. Ho TakomMy CyIeCcTBY HENB3S 3/1€Ch
KUTh, TOHUMaelb? Kro 3HaeT, korma oH cHoBa paccBuperneeT? OH NATEpPhIX HAIMX MPUKOHYUII,
[Teppu! MsI uto, 3T0 Tak octaBuM? HyxkHo gocrtark ero! Miau Thl xouelb ckas3arb, YTO Opocaelllb
Hac? 3Halo, 4TO Thl MO MOJIOAOCTH TMOHaAyMall ceOe NMPUHIUMIIOB HE yOMBarh KOro Momajio, HO
BEJINKAH — SIBHOE MCKJIFOUYCHUE.

— Ho s mepecran ObITh OXOTHUKOM, MOTOMY 4YTO OOJibllie HE MOT youBarh jroaei, Ctud.
[IpecTynnIHUKHA OHU WJIA HET...

— Xoporo, Ileppu. 9T0 roBOPUT TBOS COBECTh. A UTO OHA TOBOPUT O TE€X, KTO OTAa] CETO/IHS
xu3Hb? O Tex, KTo OoJibllie HE CMOXET 3apadoTarh cebe Ha xi1e6? IlocmoTpu Ha Hux, Ileppu!
Jlnmoiin Bpsia 1M KOTAa-HUOYIb CHOBA CMOKET BCTarh HAa HOTH, Y POHa, BeposTHO, ClIOMaHa CIMHA, a
Kennu notepsin Opara. Kak s yske TOBOpHWJI, OHM 3HAJIM, Ha YTO IUIM, U MEHSA 3TO HE CHJBHO
3a00TuT. HO ThI, pa3 Takol COBECTHBIM, MOAyMail: 4TO OHU OyIyT JefaTh, €Cld HE Mojay4ar
Harpajy 3a BeiaukaHa? U eine: 4To TBOSI COBECTh TOBOPUT O TBOEH keHe u pedenke, a? Ilomymaii o
Hux, I[leppu! A cuuTarh BeIUMKaHA 4YEJIOBEKOM... JI1OIM HE CHOCOOHBI OJHUM JTYHOBEHHEM
Mo0EUTh OTPAJl OXOTHUKOB, [leppu. IT0 MpoCcTO HEMPABUIIBHO.

[leppu nmelicTBUTENHbHO 4YYBCTBOBaJ BUHY Tiepen oTpsaom. K tomy ke cioBa Cruda He
Ka3aJliCh €My JIMIIIEHHBIMU CMBICJIAa — TO, Ha 4YTO ObUI CIOCOOEH BeNMKaH, HOPMaJbHBIM HeE
apisiock. K Tomy ke ymomunanue Ctudom sxeHbl U pebenka [leppu Bo3bMenn omnpeeaeHHOE
JIECTBUE.

— TbI mpaB, — B3JO0XHYJI OH, HEMHOT'O NoAyMaB. — HaBepHOE, OH CIIUIIKOM OITaCEH.

— Bot! — o06panoBaiics ctapuk. — BoT s u ycabiman ceiHa Keiina! A teneps crynai 3e
BeJIMKaHOM. Bricnenu ero. M ocraBisiii 3HaKu Ha CTBOJIAX YE€pPE3 KAXKABIE CTO METPOB. MBI IOTOHUM
Te0sI, TOJBKO MOXOPOHUM TOTHOIMX U CXOAWM B TOPOJ 32 HOBBIM OpYXKHEM. S y)Ke MOHsUI, 4TO
3TUM — OH NOTPSAC MEYOM — €r0 He 3aBaiinilb. Hy)kHO 4TO-TO TIOocepre3Hee. M B crnenyronmi pas
He cToi craryel, [leppu. A To s mogymaro, uro Kmaiin Obut mpaB. 3Har0, KaKk BOCIIUTHIBAI TEOs
OTEll, TIO3TOMY U JOBEPSI0. Bece, XBaTUT pa3roBopoB. 3aiiMHUCH JEIOM.

[leppu kuBHYI. 3a0paB y OJHOTO M3 TOKAJCYEHHBIX TOBApHUINEH KPEMKUN TPSIMOM Med U
KUHXKaJI, OH B OBICTPOM TEMII€ OTIIPABUIICS IO CJIeJaM BeJIMKaHa.

[Toctenenno Ileppu 0OHApYX U1, UTO CJEABl UCYE3AIOT. ITO OBUIO HEBOOOPA3UMO CTPAHHO —
MTHOBEHHME, W OHH MpOoCTO mnponanu. JlBurarbcs panpiie I[leppu npumwmoces modtu Hayrai.
Heckonbko aHEN OH mpoObUT B JIECY, MBITASICH MOHATH, KAK BEJIMKaHY yIAJIOCh CKPBIThCS. Bckope
€My ITOBE3JI0 — OH HACTUTI BEJIMKaHa, UAYLIETO IO TPakTy. Ero oH, KOHEYHO, HE y3HAIl — Ja, TO
ObUT HACTOSIMI OOTaThlpb, HO HE BeJIUKaH, KoToporo Ileppu BuIen paHee — OTHAKO BMECTE C
HUM Obuta Ta camas Mus. «OH 6pocun ee, — noxymai [leppu. — A 3TOT My)K4YUHa, [10-BUIUMOMY.
nomMor eil. nu st coBceM rnepectal HOHUMATh, YTO TPOUCXOAUTY.

JoBosibHO nonro lleppu ciienoBan 3a HUMH MO JOPOTe, Iymasi, YTO OHU MPUBEAYT €ro K
BEJINKaHy. B OAMH MOMEHT OHM OCTaHOBWJIMCH, JICBUOHKA CIIPBITHYIA CO CIHUHBI MYXYUHBI H
Hayajia 4To-To roBoputh. [locne qonroro pa3ropopa oHa pa3BEpHYIACh U CTana yXoauTb. MyKunHa
IIPA 3TOM OCTAJICSI HA TOM € MECTE.

[Ipstyace 3a nepeBbsimu, [leppu o0orren MyXYUHY U MPOCIEAOBAN 3a JCBYOHKOW; OHA IIUia
MEUIEHHO, KaX/IbIi 1Iar AaBaJICs € C TPYIOM, U CIEOUTh 3a HEW HE COCTABIAIO Tpyda. «Bce-Ttaku
y UpBHHa 0TKy[Ia-TO MOSBUIIOCH HEBEPOSITHOE UYThE MEPENl CMEPTHIO, YTO OH TaK METKO MOMaJ BO
TbME» — mnoaymanochk Ileppu. OpgHako € Kakoro-TO MOMEHTA JEBYOHKA CTajga 4YacTo



00OpayMBaThCs W BOAUTH IVIa3aMu 10 jaopore c3aau. [leppu mokasanock, 4TO OHA 3amof03pHIia
CJIEKKY, M OH CTaJl UATH elre Oojiee ocTopoxkHO. He 3a0biBast OH 1 ocTaBIATH 3HaKU. Bee 3To Bpems
OH HE€ Harmajaj 10 OJHOW-EAMHCTBEHHON IIPUYUHE — OH JyMaJl, YTO Mus UIET K BEJIUKaHY.

Korna connie 3anmo, Must cBepHyia ¢ JOpOTd, Ipoliia METPOB TPUCTA BIIYOb Jieca U cTaja
coOupaTh XBOPOCT.

«Jlamnpliie x1aTh cMbICIa HET, — pa3MbIuisul [leppu. — Eciu Obl BetukaH ObUI I11e-TO PSJIOM,
OH ObI ye nmokazajcs. [lopa y3HaTh y IEBUOHKH, IJI€ OHA €0 OCTaBUJIAY.

Mus coOpana JOCTaTOYHO BETOK, Pa3joXKuila WX, MPUTHYIACh M CTaja Pa3BOJUTH OrOHb.
Ileppu BbITammn Med U IBUHYICA Brepea. OH e OCTOPOKHO M BHUMATEIBHO CMOTPEN, Kyaa
HacTymaeT, yToObl HU OfHAa BETKa He XpycTHyna moj Horoi. Korma on momoOpasics k Muu Ha
paccTosiHUE JIOCTAaTOYHOE, YTOOBI B OIHOM OBICTPOM pPBIBKE BOH3UTH JIE3BUE €M B CIHMHY, OH
coOupa’sncs OKJIUKHYTh €€ U 3acTaTh BPAaCIlJIOX, HO BAPYT YCJbIAT TUXUE BCXIUIBL. Mus miakana.
[leppu Ha MTHOBEHUME 3aMEIIKAJICS, U TYT K€ C3aM pa3aaics Kpuk: «Mus!»

Must pe3ko pa3BepHYJIach M yBUJIENA 033U OXOTHUKA. B3aporHyB, oHa CIMHOM ymajla Ha
coOpannbie BeTku. [leppu chenan mar Boepes, YToObl cXBaTuTh MU0, U BAPYT OTIIETEN HA Hapy
METPOB OT CHJIBHOTO TOJT4YKa B 00K. CrpynnupoBaBIIMCh, OH MSTKO MPU3EMIIUIICS, BCKOYMI HA HOTH
W MOCMOTpEJ Ha TOro, KTo emy nomemai. [lepen nexaBmen Ha 3emie Muen CTOsI BBICOKUN
MYXYHMHA.

— Vitau ¢ noporu, — 6pocui emy [leppu, He y3HAB B My>KUWHE BeIMKaHa. — ThI 3alMIIACIIH
npecTynHuily. Tedsi MHE TpOTaTh HE3aUeM.

Benukan B3peBen u noneccs Ha Ileppu, pazmaxuBas pykaMu. YKIOHSITbCSL OT €r0 HEJIOBKUX,
HEyMeJIbIX yIapoB ObUIO JIOBOJIBHO JIETKO, U mepBoe Bpems [leppu 6e3 Tpyaa yXonus OT BCEX arak.
Heckonbko pa3 OH BHUEN, YTO MOXKET PAaHUTh WIM JaXKe YOUTh BEJIMKaHa, HO HU pa3y dTUM He
BOCIIOJIb30BAJICS, *KeJlasi 3aKOHYUTh Bce 0e3 kpoBomnponutus. OgHako u3-3a Toro, uro Ileppu
TOJIBKO YKJIOHSUICS, JOBOJIBHO CKOPO OH yCTal U 3aMETUIICS.

B ouepenmHOM pa3maxe BEIMKAH BCE K€ JOCTAJl MPOTUBHUKA — YXBAaTWJICS 34 €ro IJIEYO U
IOBAJIMJI Ha3eMb, a caM ycelics cBepxy. lleppu, oT ynapa 0 3eMIIFO BBITYCTUBIIMKA M€Y, BBICTABUII
PYKHU BBEPX, CTaJ JABUTh BEJIMKAHY Ha JIMLO W IOMal NAIbIEM €MY NMPSIMO B 1a3. BenukaH B3BbUI
OT 0OJIM U Ha MUT 3aXMYpHIICs. Bocmosib30BaBIMCh MOMEHTOM, [leppu BBICKOJIB3HYI U3-T10]T HETO
Y TONBITAJICS TMOAHATH BBINYIIEHHBIM M€Y, OJHAKO HE YCIEJ]: MOYTH HE CIABUHYBIIMCH C MECTA,
BEJIMKAH MPOTSHYI JJIMHHYIO PYKY M moaoOpan ero mepBbiM. Ileppu cnaenan mar Haszaj, JocTal
KUHXKaJI, YTO OOJITANICS] B HEOOJIBIIIMX HOKHAX HA TOJICHU, U BCTaJ B OOEBYIO CTOMKY.

Benukan BepKMAaTh He cTaid. OH MolIeN BOEpE, BbIOpachiBas ymap 3a yaapom, H3-3a
OCIICTIMBIIIEH €ro SPOCTH Ja)ke He TIsAS Ha MPOTUBHHMKA. YHIS B CcTOpoHy, lleppu BbIOpOCHI
JUTMHHBIN yAap ¥ IOpe3all BEJIMKaHy IUIEY0, HO HE pACCUMTAJl PACCTOSHUSA: BEIIMKAH PAa3BEPHYIICH, C
VAUBUTENBHON CKOPOCTHIO cxBaTuil lleppu 3a MepelHIO pyKy U CKal €€ TaK CHJIbHO, 4TO TOT
BBIpOHMJT KWHXKaJ. [leppu 3akpbuicsi CBOOOTHOW pyKOM, MU B 3TO MTHOBEHHE B €r0 CO3HAaHUU
MEJBKHYJIO TOHMMAHHUE, YTO CIIACTUCh YK€ HUKAK HE TMOJyduTcs. Benukan 3aHec med s
MOCJIEAHETO yAapa, HO BAPYT 3aMeEP, YCIBIIAB KPHUK.

— Crou! He Hano!

Mus, BCTaB mo3aau BEJIMKaHA, JIEPKANACh 3@ €r0 HOTY, MbITASICh OCTAaHOBUTH €ro. Benukan
Opocui Ha Hee B3I M HECKOJIBKO pa3 MOPTHYIIL.

— He Hano... — noBtopuna Mus, ka4as ronooii. — He yOuBaii ero... Iloxanyiicta... Tb
BeJIIb HE TaKOH...

Jlunio BenuMKaHa TOCTENEHHO JIMIMIOCH MpexHer 37100 Ero pyka omyctuiack, Oynro



yTpaTuB CUJIYy, U Meu ynai Ha 3emuto. [leppu BbIpBajcs M3 e€ro ociadeBIIel XBaTKH, OBICTPO
MOAHSII M€Y M OTCKOYMJI Ha3al. Ha HECKOIBKO CEKYH/T BCE COCPENOTOUUIOCH B UX B3Aaax: [leppu
pacTepsHHO IISIAEN TO Ha BelIMKaHa, TO Ha Muro, Mus no-npexxHemy CMOTpesa Ha BEJIMKaHa, a
BeJIMKaH — ce0e Mo HOTH.

— ¥YXonu, — ycTano Mpou3Hec BeIUKaH, NoaHsB B3 Ha [leppu. — XBarut. OcTaBb Hac B
IIOKOE.

Ho Ileppu cTosin Ha cBoeM:

— MHe HY)XHO y3HaTh, I[le BeJIMKaH, — CKa3ajl OH. — IIycTh neBYOHKA CKa)KeT, TAC OH, U A
yuny.

Must mokadasna roJoBOM, IJIOTHO MOKaB I'yObl, M BEJIMKaH OTOJIBUHYII €€ ce0e 3a CIIUHY.

— Ecau ThI npomosmkuib, s 6omble He Oyay caep:kuBarbesi, — npomaoinkui [leppu. — 3Haro,
YTO OHA BBINISAUT KaK MaJICHbKas JI€BOYKa, HO oHa npectynHuna! Hezauem 3anmmare ee. Jlydie
MpoCTO yiiau!

— 4] ee He ocTaBI0, — IMOKayaJj IroJOBOM BEJIMKAH.

— Ona MHe 1 He HyxHa! [lyCTb CKaxeT, IJie BeJIUKaH, U Bce. byaere TAHYTh CIUILKOM J0JITO,
TNOXKIETECH, ITIOKA CHOJIa MPUIYT APYyrue OXOTHUKU! OHH OT JIErKUX JEHET TOYHO HE OTKAXKYTCH. . .

— Ecau ThI y3Haelb, I7ie BeJIUKaH, TO OTIYCTHIIL €€? — CIHPOCHUII BeIuKaH, U Must Opocuia
Ha HETO HOBBII OECITOKOWHBIN B3I/

— Ha, — orBeTuu lleppwu.

— Sl — Benukas.

ITeppu nomopumics.

— ToI TyT BOOOIIIE HU TTPU YEM.

— IloBeps MHE. I — 3TO BEnMKaH.

— Hemnoxox Thl Ha BenukaHa, — Bo3paszuia lleppu. — XBarut Oontare miynoctu. [Ipocto
YXOIIH.

— Ilpomty, mocnymaii ero, — mpormientaia Musi, 4ToObl TOJBKO BeJHMKaH ycibiman. — OH
TeOs HE y3HaeT... Yxoau!

— Hert, Mus, — noxkauai rojioBoii BeinkaH. — be3 MeHs oH TeOst He OTIYCTHT.

— Ho kak Tb1 ero octanoBuilk? He Hano ero youBars... Sl He Xody, 4TOOBI Thl YOUJI €r0... ITO
BeJlb HE ThI. ThI ObI TaK HE MTOCTYMUII. ..

Benvkan BHMMArenbHO MOCMOTPEN HA HEE, MOBEPHYICS K OXOTHUKY M CHENAll Iar BIEpE..
[leppu noynoOHee nepexsaTuil Mey.

— 1 He Xouy TeOs MmoKaJeunTh, — CKaszaj OH. — YU ¢ goporu!

— He Hano! — cHoBa 3akpuyana Mwus U momslTanachk BCTaTh IEpPE] BEIMKAHOM, HO OH
OTTOJIKHYJI €€ B CTOPOHY U IIOLLEJ BIIEPE.

Ileppu He arakoBaj MEPBBIM U TOJILKO OTCTYIajl, BHUMATEIbHO IS Ha BeaukaHa. [1oHsB,
YTO OXOTHUK BBDKHAAET MOMEHTA, BEJIMKAH PBaHYI BIEPE.l, yrpokarouie mogHsB pyku. OnHako
Ileppu HE cTanm arakoBarb M ceWyac, JUIIb OTCKOYWII B CTOPOHY. Torma BeJlWKAaH NPUHSIICS
pasMaxuBarh pyKamu, Mo-npexxHeMmy Hactynas. OqHUM U3 yoqapoB OH BCKOJb3b 3aj1el [leppu, u ToT
MOTEPSI PABHOBECHE, NIEPEKATUIICS, HA MTHOBEHHUE TTOTEPSUT BENIMKAaHa U3 Buay. [1onHSAB ronosy, oH
YBUJIEN, YTO BEJIMKAaH HABUC HAJl HUM, COOMpasCh HaHECTH eme oauH yaap. UuctunktusHO [leppu
BBICTaBUJI TIepe]] CO00I MeU U TTOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK KJIMHOK MPOH3AET MJI0Th. Yepe3 MUT Ha PYKOATH
Meua u pyku [leppu Opbi3HYna ropsiyasi KpoBb.

Benukan xpunen u BexiumnbiBai. KIMHOK Topuyan y Hero B kuBoTe. [loBepHYB rojioBy, OH
Opocu1 Ha MU0 OCJIeTHUN B3I U TIOBAJIUJICS CITUHOM Ha 3€MJTIO.



Mus axHyna, noa0Oexxajia K BEIMKaHY U yhnajna psaoM ¢ ero tenoMm. M3 ee mia3 moJMinCh
cie3bl. TMxo mienya 4tro-TO HEpa3OOpUYMBOE, OHA CTajla Jeprarb BEJIMKaHa 3a ONEXkKIy, 3aTeM
OIyCTHJIAa TOJIOBY HA €ro Ipy/ib U 3apblaajlia BO BECh I'0JI0C.

[leppu BcTan mo3aan Muu u ¢ cokaJIeHUEM IMOCMOTPEN Ha TENI0 YOUTOTO UM YeJIOBEKa.

— Yepr... He xoreun s 3T0r0, — npousHec oH. [ 1e-T0 ¢ MUHYTY OH ciyluan, Kak Mus ruiager,
MOCJI€ Yero HalpaBWJl HA HEE OKPOBABIEHHBIM Meu. — XBaruT pblAaTb. JTO BCE H3-3a TEOS...
[Touemy TBI TpOCTO HE cKa3zana rae oH?! Teneppb TeOe MpUAETCSA CKa3aTh: I/I€ BEJIUKaH?

Mus npunoassia rojgoBy, OTJsIHyIack Ha [leppu u CKkBO3b ciie3bl MpOU3HECHA!

— 31eck.

...Korma tyna siBunucek apyrue oxotHuku — Crud, Kennn Knaiin u bopeit, — onu yBugenu
nepes coOoM NIEBITUMETPOBOTO THUIaHTa, KOTOPBIM pacruiacTajicsi CIMHOM Ha CBIPOM 3emuie.
W3ymMneHHO mMOmsaeB Ha O€37bIXaHHOE TEJIO BEJIIMKaHa C MHHYTY, OHU MOAOLUIM OJMXe U
3aMETUJIN, YTO Y MACCUBHBIX IIed cuaut lleppu.

— To1 0r051€71 €10 B OAMHOUKY? — CIpOCUI opakeHHbIN CTud.

— IloBesno, — tuxo npousnec Ileppu.

— BrITE HE MOXeT... — nmokayai rojoBoil Kennu Kimaiin.

— Ho kak?! — BocknukHyn bopeii.

— IloBesno, — nosropui [leppu.

— A neBuonka?

— He 3naro, — ckasan on. — Ee 351ech He ObLI0.

Ctud cran xoguTh BOKPYI BEJIMKaHA M Pa3msIAbIBATH €r0 TEJIO CO BceX cTopoH. [loTporas
OCTPUEM Meua KPEINKYI BEJIUKaHBIO KOXY, OH MOHSJI, YTO, YTOOBI €€ MPOABIPSBUTH, TOTPEOyeTCs
HEIIOKMHHAaA cuia. [loaToMy ero eme cuiibHEe mopas3niia Ablpa B KUBOTE, U3-3a KOTOPOU BEJIIMKAH
u ymep. «Kak Ileppu Mmor Hanectu takoi ynap? — ymusisuicsi Ctud. — bobliie moxoxe Ha paHy
ot BeIcTpena u3 Oammucte». Torma Crud peumui, uro Ileppu AEUCTBUTENBHO TMOBE3IO0 —
HaBEPHSKA OH Halllel BEJIMKaHa yke€ MepTBbIM. OH CHPOCHJI O TOM, YTO CIYYUJIOCh, Y CAMOTO
[leppu, HO BHsATHOrO OTBeTa He Hoxaaiucs. Ortuero-to Ileppm oneneHenm W OTBEYAT TOIBKO
ogHocsioxkHO. CTud penmsi, 4to emy, B 00IleM-TO, BCE paBHO Kak moru0 BenukaH. [naBHOE, 4TO
Tenepb OHU MOINIM 3a0parh rOJIOBY U Pa3/IEIUTh MOJ0KEHHYIO YacTh HAarpaabl Ha YE€TBEPHIX, I11e-TO
10 JIBaJaTh JIBa MPOLIEHTA Ha KaXJ0ro. DTO ObLIO I[E€JI0€ COCTOSTHUE, U OH YK€ MPUKHUJIBIBAII, UTO
KYIUT Ha HEr0 COOCTBEHHYIO 3€MJIIO T7ie-HUOYIb Ha Kpato KoposeBcTBa U CTaHET 3aHUMATHCA TEM,
K YEMY y HEro BCIO >KW3Hb JIeXkKaJla Aylla: HApUMEp, HAYHET BBIPAIIMBATH BUHOTPAJ U JICNIATh
BUHO. [lo100paBImMCh K BETMKaHBEH IIiee, OH CTaNl C OOJBIIMM yCEepAUeM OUTh IO HEH MEUOM.

[Ipomwio menpix ABaAIATE MUHYT, MPEXKIE YEM €My YAAJIOCh XOTs Obl Tpope3aTh KOXKY.

— DU, Tl MOMOYb HE Xouelb?! — oOparuiicst K cueBlieMy Ha mpexHeM Mmecte [leppu
Kennu Knaiin, kotoperii BMecTe ¢ bopeem nbITaics npopyouTh IIEHO ¢ IPYrol CTOPOHBI.

Ileppu HE OTBETHIL.

— Crud, neno-to rubiaoe, — B3A0XHYN ycTaBumii bopeit. — MblI 1 3a HeZlet0 HE CIIPaBUMCSL.

Crud BeITEp NOT CO J10a, YOpaa M€y B CTOPOHY U B3TJISIHYJ Ha BEJIMKAHbBIO TOJIOBY.

— MoxeT, 0apoHy XBaTUT U yIIeW? — MPENOoa0XKua oH. — Pe3ats Xpsi iBHO mpoiie Oy/erT.

bopeii cormacHO KUBHYIL.

— Torna 3aiimemcs ymamu. — Ho mepes TeM Kak BBITOJIHUTH CKa3aHHOE, OH C YIBIOKOM
MOCTY4YaJl MEYOM 10 BEJIMKAHbEMY ILIeUy U ITpousHec: — Tonbko mocMoTpute Ha Hero. OH ceryac
Ka)KeTcs ellle OoJbIle, YeM TOr/a, Korja Mbl YBUJIENU €T0 BrepBble, a? HaBepHoe, Mbl Takoil TBapu
OoJibllie B )KM3HU HE BcTpeTuM! OHO U K JydIeMy, ¢ Apyroi ctopoHbl. Ho paHblie st HUKorja Obl He



IO IyMaJt, 4To OyAy TakK paja BCTpede C BETUKAHOM.

Bnpouem, oH Ob1 He OBUT Tak Becesd, €ciii Obl 3HAJ, YTO B KapeTe, Ha KOTOPYIO HU OJUH M3
OXOTHHMKOB HE 0OpaTWJI BHUMAaHHWS BO BpeMs IIOTOHM, HAXOAUJIOCh OOraTrCTB B HECKOJIBKO pa3
0O0JIBITIe, YeM CYIIFIIA Harpaja 3a BeJIMKaHa.

Ctud momomen kK yxy BeiaukaHa. [locipnmayicst pekymmi 3BYK, a 32 HUM TPOMKHH XPYCT.
[Teppu, KOTOPBI MPOTOIIKAT CHUIETh B CTOPOHE, MOMAHST B3IISAA. B 3TOT MOMEHT BelMKaHbE YXO
yIlajio Ha 3eMJII0, ¥ B pa3HBbIE CTOPOHBI pasiieTenach KpoBb. OmHA M3 KPaCHBIX Kameshb Iorajia
[leppn Ha mexy. HekoTopoe BpemMs OH MPOCTO CHAEN, COBCEM HE JBHUTA’ICh, 3aT€M MEICHHO
MpOTep IeKy OOJIBIIMM ITabIleM M CHOBA OITYCTHJI IJ1a3a.



nujior: Cmex Muu

VYiKe HECKOJbKO JieT Mus ujia B IEpEBHE Ha rore. bOJBIIMHCTBO JHEHM OHA IMPOBOAUIA B
OJMHOYECTBE, HO Tapy pa3 B MecCSl 3axa)KhBaja K COCEHSAM, €CIIM OHHM 3BAJIM MONUTh YAK WIIA
TOTOBHWJIM YTO-HUOYIIb HE0ObyHOE. UTOOBI HE roJIofaTh, OHAa WHOT/IA TTOMOTajia MECTHBIM JKUTEIISIM
co cOOpOM ypoKasi B TIoJI€ U oropojiax. PazropapuBaiia oHa Majio U, €CJIM KTO-TO HauWHaJ 33/1aBaTh
el BOIIPOCHI, 0 ceOe paccKkaszbiBajia PacIIbIBYATO, TOATOMY COCEIM CUUTAIU €€ CTPAHHOU U 0c000
HE TPOTAJIH.

Pana, momyuyeHHas oT apOaleTHOro BBICTpena, JAaBHO 3aXuja, OcTalics Juib mpaM. Korma
Mus nepeHanpsragach — HECJIa YTO-TO CIUIIKOM TSDKEI0€ WIIM U3JUIIHE MHOIO XOAMJIa, — paHa
Ha4YMHAaJIa 100aJInBaTh, HO B OCTAILHOM HHUKaK Muro He OeCIToKOHmIIa.

He ckazarb, 4To Ha HOBOM MecTe Mus cTaja 4yBCTBOBaTh ce0si Kak JI0Ma, HO OHA JJaBHO
CMHUPHJIACH C MBICJIBIO, YTO TAKOTO OIIyIICHWs, HABEPHOE, HE CYIIECTBYET, U €€ BCE BIIOJIHE
ycTpauBajio. A Korja €l CTaHOBWJIOCh HE MO cebe, oHa BbIOMpasiach B jec. Tam oHa Tyisiia,
cobupana sroAbl U TPUOBI U CTapajdach HM O Y€M HE JymaTh, XOTs MOPOW BCE K€ BCIIOMHUHAJA
MPOLLIOE.

B onuH neHbp OHa cujena HAa HU3KOM CTyl€ Iepel CBOMM HEOOJBbIIMM JOMOM W BIPYr
yclipllaiga KpUuku. B3misiHyB B CTOpOHY, OHa yBHJENA, KaKk Tpymma TIe-TO U3 JIECSITH BCAJIHUKOB
HOCHUTCSI OT AoMa K jomy. «['pabsT mepeBHIo, moxoxe» — moHsula Mus. OHa He BCKoYMIIa, HE
nobexxasa TpsATaTbCAd B JOM U 3alUparbcsl HA 3aMKH, a OCTalach CHUJIETh C YIUBUTEIIBHO
OyIHUYHBIM BBIpO)KEHUEM Ha JIUIIE.

Hacran Mur, xorja BcaJHUKU JA00paiuch v 10 ee goma. OCTaHOBUBIIUCH, YEIOBEK BO IJIaBE
IPYHIBI CJIE3 C JIoMAau U nofoies K Muu. OH BApyr 0€3 CJIOB CTaj IWISJAETh Ha HEE C MPUIIyPOM, a
OHa — Ha HEro.

— Y3HaeTe MeHA? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH Uepe3 Mmapy CEKyH I YAbIOHYBIIKCh.

— Jla, — HeoxoTHO oTBeTHIIa Musi. — ThI TOT mapeHp CO CIAAKUMH peYaMH, KOTOPBIM HAC
oOBOpoOBa.
— IlpaBna! — obOpanoBancs Banentuno. — He gyman, 4to BcTpedy Bac Ha 1ore, 0COOEHHC

MOCJIe T€X COOBITUH. ..

— TeObe yero Hano?

— VYBUJIEN CTApyI0 3HAKOMYIO U PEIMJ MO3J0POBATHCS, TOJIBKO U Bcero. Heyxenu BaM 3TOT
MOBOJ, KaXETCA CIUIKOM MeNKuM? Yric... [Ipomry npomenus. Sl HU4ero Takoro He UMen B BUIY. ..
Jla 1 BoOOIIIe: MHE KaXXeTCsl, UJIK Bbl HOAPOCIM HEMHOTO?

Must IpOTSKHO 3€BHYIIA.

— S ciblman, Kak y Bac ¢ BEJIMKAHOM BCE 3aKOHYMIJIOCh. OYEHb Kallb, MHE OH IOKa3aJcs
100psM MassiM. CoOose3nyro. — He 10k AaBIIMCh OTBETHBIX CJIOB, OH Mponosbkuii: — [loHnmaro,
BBl MOTEPSIIA CTOJIb KPYIMHBIA KO3BIPh U OCTAIMCHh HE y Jed. Bal Manbll, K COXKaJIEHHI0, OTIall
4acTh ce0s1 0APOHOBCKUM ITIABKaM U 0O0JIbIllE HE B COCTOSIHUU HOCUTD Ballly KapeTy...

— IIpekparu, — pazapaxkeHHo Opocuia Musi, KOTOPYIO €ro cJioBa TakH 3aJI€JIH.

— Ou! — BanentuHo coctpoun ymuBieHHyr0 MuHY. — lIpocture. A He ynmepxkancs or
IJIYIOW WIYyTKU U... HO S ¥ He mymail, 4To Takas DIynmocTh Bac TpoHeT! MHe Ka3aioch, OTHOIICHUS
MEK]Ty BAMH ObUTH UCKIIIOUUTEIHHO JIETIOBBIMH. .. 0€3 HEHY)KHBIX PUBSI3aHHOCTEH.

Mus nofHsiIa Ha HETO TaKOW THEBHBIM B3MIAM, YTO BaneHTHHO moKkas3aioch, OyITO OHA XO4eT



ero youts. Ho depe3 cexyHay €€ B3IISA OCTBUI M CTaldl KaKMM-TO TOCKJIHMBBIM. BajJeHTHMHO 3TO
YIUBHUIIO — €MY BeJlb JCHCTBUTEIBHO Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO MHUIO MTOJ0OHBIM HE MPOHSITH.

— beumn, — npousnecna Musi. — A Teneps s MOHUMaro 4To... — OHa XoTena cKa3arh YTO-TQ
AMOIIMOHAJILHOE W Cepbe3HOEe, HO IOHsIa, 4TO Jirobas OpolieHHas ¢pa3a HEMPEMEHHO BBIMACT
OaHaJbHOM M HEHYKHOM, MOATOMY TOJIBKO JI00aBuia: — S He coduparoch 00CyXAaTh ATO C TOOO.

— 41 Bac oTnnMuyHO mMoHMMaw. Ho CkaxkuTe, CKOJIBKO BbI KHUBETE B TAKOM YIPIOMOM MECTE,
JUIIIEHHOM KakoN-1M00 pajiocTu (a Tenepsb ellle U JeHer, MexX 1y mpouuM)? Bam emie He Ha0eno?
Takoil 4yenoBeK, Kak Bbl — OCTPOYMHBIN, 001aJal0MMK UCKITIOUYUTEIbHO THOKUM MBIIIUICHUEM, —
HY)XJaeTCsi B JOpore, B MPensaTcTBUAX! A €Clu Bbl U pEIMTE KOrma-HuOynb YHTH Ha MOKOM, TO
MECTO 3aCIy’)KUBaeTe sIBHO Oosee... 6oraroe. S Bac OTIMYHO MOHKUMAIO, TOTOMY YTO CaM TaKOM Ke.
[TomoGubie HamM Ha Bec 30j0Ta. K cuacThio, MBIl — OH yKaszaj Ha JIFOIeHW, CTOSBIIMX IMO3aTd H
OXKHMJABIIUX €r0 — HEMAaJIO 3TOTO 30JI0Ta JOOBIBAET, XOTs padOTaeM COBCEM HE Ha pyIHHKE. B
MTOHUMAETE, KyAa 5 BELy?

— Her.

— Het — He nonumaete?

— Her, g He cTany Ha Te0s padOTaTh.

— Oruero ke cpa3y «Ha»? [laBalite paboTats BMecTe!

— W tak TOXXE€ — HET.

— Ilouemy? Bac 31ech uT0, Bce ycTpanBaet?

— DTO YAUBUTEIIBHO, HO MHE TYT IpaBja HEIJI0X0, — XMBIKHYJIA OHA.

— DTO Ballle OKOHYATENBHO pelieHne? — cupocuil BaJeHTHHO MOCEphE3HEB.

— Jla.

— Uto k... — OH B3J0XHYII, CTPSAXHYJI HEBUJIUMYIO TPs3b C TPYAU U MOKadaj roJioBOM. —
Hackonbko st MOMHIO, Harpaja 3a Bac He Takasl yk OoJibiiasi, U BecTu Bac B CeBepHoe KoponeBcTBO
U TOro J0poke oboimercs. Ho ocTtaBuTh s Bac MpocTo Tak He Mory. Ham XoTs Obl mpujaeTcs
00UYMCTHUTH Ballle xKuiuine. [IpormycTuTe Hac UK MBI caMu?

Bo B3misime Mun BAPYr MOSIBUJIIOCH TAKOE €XUJICTBO, YTO Jaxke BaJEHTHHO CMYTHIICSA, a 3aTeM
OHa U BOBCE paCCMESIACK.

— UYT0 CMENmHOro, MO3BOJIBTE IOWHTEPECOBATHCSA? — cCHpocuil BalleHTMHO COBCeM HE
JTF00€3HBIM TOHOM.

OtcmesiBumch, Musi mofHsJach Ha KPBUIBIIO, OTKpbUIA JBEPH, Clieliajia MPUIIaCUTEIbHBIN
KECT U IIPOU3HECHA:

— J1oOpo moxkanoBaTk.

BaneHTHHO KMBHYJI CBOMM JIIOSIM, JIBO€ M3 HUX BBICTYIIHMJIM BIEPE], U OHU BTPOEM 3alLIA B
noMm. Oxa3zaBImMCh BHYTPpH, BajgeHTHHO cpa3y MOHsI, ToueMy Mus Tak cMesiach: TaM U 0€3 HUX
OBLIO COBCEM UHCTO.
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